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Courthouse Annex Completed...Finally

After many, many years of local officials’ planning, working with the state, and getting every painstaking
detail in place, the hard work of constructing the new annex of the Pendleton County Courthouse is
almost complete. Photo courtesy of Rick Gillespie.

Puffenbarger Presents FBLA Experience

To Pendleton County Board of Education

By Stephen Smoot

Schools may close their
doors for the summer, but
education continues in dif-
ferent ways, especially with
driven students.

Ben Puffenbarger from Pen-
dleton County Middle/High
School came to the Pendleton
County Board of Education
meeting last week, along with
Bethany Whetzel, advisor, to
share his experience in chas-
ing a number one national
ranking for the high school
version of the Future Business
Leaders of America.

After placing first in the
Mountain State in his catego-
ries, Puffenbarger advanced to
nationals in San Antonio. He
and Whetzel then presented
to the board of education, su-
perintendent, and other school
officials, detailing both the fun
and competition of the trip.

Puffenbarger and Whetzel
joined 18,000 middle and high
school competitors, which
included 2,000 educators,
family, and other supporters,
in Texas. This year, FBLA
chose the theme of “Lead,
Learn, and Connect.” That
said, only about 30 hailed from
the Mountain State.

The assembled crowd topped
the population of Pendleton
County itself threefold.
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Hunter’s Ed
Class Scheduled

A hunter’s education class
will be held from 6 p.m. to
9 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday at the Pen-
dleton Community Building
in Franklin.

Library To Show

Movie Saturday

Follow the Yellow Brick
Road ... to the library!

One has journeyed to the
Land of Oz with Dorothy
and discovered other untold
stories of Oz in “Wicked.”
Now it’s time to meet the
mysterious man behind the
magic.

“Oz the Great and Power-
ful,” the library’s first-ever
family matinee movie, will
be shown at 2 p.m. Saturday
at the library.

There will be free popcorn
and drinks to enjoy during
the movie, plus a special col-
lection of Oz-inspired books
ready for a person to check
out and take a little magic
home.

Bring one’s family, sense
of adventure, and maybe
even the ruby slippers. The
library staff can’t wait to
share this enchanting after-
noon with everyone.

There’s no place like the
library.

PCM/HS student Ben Puffenbarger and Bethany Whetzel, faculty
advisor, shared details of FBLA national competition with the
Pendleton County Board of Education. Puffenbarger had a busy
summer, also spending a week at the Governor’s Computer Science
Institute at West Virginia Tech.

According to its website,
FBLA serves as “the largest
business career and techni-
cal student urganization in
the world. Its mission lies in
inspiring and preparing stu-
dents to become community-
minded business leaders in a
global society through relevant
career preparation and leader-
ship experiences.”

Whetzel described the con-
vention center venue that
hosted the event as “like a full
floor of a shopping mall when
you go in.” Each state had
its own section highlighted
with special font and imagery
reflecting its individuality.
Remembering the opening
ceremonies, Puffenbarger de-
scribed them as “very chaotic

. and fun.”

Jared Ebersole, a veteran of
both FBLA and the television
program “Shark Tank,” served
as the keynote speaker. On
“Shark Tank” aspiring entre-
preneurs pitch their business
ideas to a forum of seasoned
investors to gain financial sup-
port from one or more on the
panel. Whetzel shared that he
told “his entire story (of) what
it takes to build, fail, and then
lead” and also how “FBLA
changed his whole outlook.”

Between the two of them,
the pair from the mountains
expressed no love for the un-
relenting heat and humidity
of a mid-Texas summer day,
but that did not keep them
from exploring opportunities
for both fun and learning.

Whetzel shared a pho-
tograph of a San Antonio
Whataburger, saying they
made sure to stop in because
“purgers are his thing.” They
also joined 5,000 other FBLA
competitors to enjoy an au-
thentic Texas rodeo at Knibbe
Ranch. Whetzel stated that it
was “a nice, relaxing experi-
ence.”

When visiting San Anto-

nio, a stop at The Alamo is a
must. There, a small number
of Texas militia held off Santa
Anna’s Mexican Army for
three days during their War
of Independence and fought
to the last man. Whetzel de-
scribed the elegant architec-
ture of the old Spanish mis-
sion and other buildings in
the complex and shared that
Puffenbarger “took in more of
the historical part. It was nice
to be in a historical place.”

Alongside of competition,
those invited to nationals also
got to take part in educational
workshops. Puffenbarger stat-
ed that his favorite was hosted
by Derek Lamarr, a leadership
coach. “He does that That’s his
job.” From Lamarr, he took
valuable lessons on how to
develop leadership attributes.

The core of the experience,
however, comes in the com-
petition. Competitors have to
wear business attire, bring
their own fully charged lap-
tops and also identification.
Competitors must face panels
of judges alone as they work to
bring their best performance.

Whetzel teased those in
the meeting by sharing that
Puffenbarger did not make
the top 10, but then shared
towards the end that he placed
11th in the nation. West Vir-
ginia also saw a ninth-place
finisher from Phillip Barbour
and a 10th place from Hun-
tington High School.

She added that “as far as
the program is concerned, in
its second year it is flourish-
ing” with next year’s nationals
planned for Columbus, Ohio.
Also, Whetzel noted that PCM/
HS should remain a consistent
source of solid competitors at
state and national competition
going into the future.

Puffenbarger added that
“it was pretty fun, but they
don’t know how to make tea
in Texas.”

The Pendleton County Commission unanmously voted to support again in 2026 the West Virginia
Goes Purple movement. A delegation joined the commissioners on this occasion.

County Commission Supports Going Purple

By Stephen Smoot

With National Recovery
Month just around the corner
in September, the Pendleton
County Commission elected
to back the efforts of the West
Virginia Goes Purple move-
ment as it raises awareness
for drug recovery efforts.

Commissioner Roger Dah-
mer opened the meeting with
the customary invocation,
praying, “Lord, we thank You
for the rain. Lord, we thank
You for the sun.”

A representative from the
Hope Dealer Project was on

hand with supporters to talk
about “West Virginia Goes
Purple.” She shared that
West Virginia in 2023 was
the first to have every county
government in the state pass
resolutions to support the
effort, adding that “it is a
powerful statewide move-
ment showing people they
are not alone” whether they
are personally in recovery or
care about someone in that
process.

Several individuals clad in
purple came to support the ef-
fort and, in some cases, share
their personal stories.

PCER Installs

Next Generation
Moblle MOIIItOI‘S
= [l | [

The new heart monitors will be in full service first in Pendleton
County before any other part of the state. The old device is on the
left with the new one on the right.

By Stephen Smoot

Bringing the most advanced medical technology to some
of the most remote communities and residences also comes
with a high price tag.

For Mike Alt, training officer for Pendleton County Emer-
gency Rescue, while meeting those rising costs is challeng-
ing, bringing the best possible care to patients remains the
mission of the service.

This month, PCER is installing next generation mobile
patient monitors in their fleet. As Alt explains, Pendleton
County will be the first to have them both installed and
fully functional, ready to serve the public.

These will replace the current monitor devices in use in
all PCER ambulances.

“These monitors have more upgraded features,” explained
Alt. These include better accuracy in measuring cardiac
rhythms, gaining patient diagnoses “in a better and timelier
manner,” and also the ability to communicate via Starlink
to doctors in Morgantown who can offer real time guidance.

Additionally, it provides more information to help person-
nel treat a patient suffering from sepsis.

Rural ambulance services have to operate differently than
urban, with the time of the trip to the hospital an impor-
tant factor. Having more accurate readings and access to
a doctor provides a vital advantage during “a one hour or
one-and-a-half-hour transport to the hospital.”

“Patients will get better treatment” with personnel aided
by the devices, said Alt.

A practical design upgrade came in the form of color-
coded tabs to help personnel quickly identify the different
functions of the monitor, helping considerably in situations
where seconds matter. Alt pointed out that the left side tab
had “Subway” colors while the right had the brand colors
for Domino’s Pizza.

He then explained that unlike some ambulance services,
PCER always updated its equipment according to United
States Food and Drug Administration recommendations.
For example, mobile patient monitors have an official life
expectancy of seven years. Some companies will purchase
old equipment, refurbish it, and sell it as new to unsuspect-
ing agencies at a cut rate price, but even with the rising cost

Continued on Page 2

Julie Koontz came with the
contingent and shared her
personal and powerful story.
She stated that “the last time
I was in this courthouse I
was wearing orange. Today,
I'm walking into this same
courthouse wearing purple.”

She went on to share that
“I'm proud of my recovery . .
. it gave me a second chance”
and that recovery with the
right support provides “op-
portunities to heal, build
trust, and be a part of the
community again.”

Later in the meeting, Rick

Continued on Page 2

A AL 2026 -2027

Pendleton County

Aug.

17 First Day 200-Day Staff
20, 21, 24, 25
Pre-K Home Visits
24 First Day for Students
(K-12)
26/27 Pre-K Mini Days
31 First Full Day Pre-K
7 Labor Day - No School
18 Interim Reports
Early Release
Oct. 5 - 7 1st SAEBRS Screening
16 Early Release
End of First Nine Weeks
19 No School for Students
21 Middle/High School
Parent/Teacher
Conferences
22 Elementary School
Parent/Teacher
Conferences
21/22 Report Card Distribution
Nov. 3 Election Day-No School
11 Veterans Day-No School
13 Interim Reports
23-27 Thanksgiving Break -
No School
26 Thanksgiving Holiday
No School
11 Early Release
23 Early Release
24-Jan. 1 Holiday Break -
No School
25 Christmas Holiday
No School
1 New Year’s Day Holiday
No School
5 Last Day First Semester
8 Report Card Distribution
18 Martin Luther King
Holiday - No School
3 Middle/High School
Parent/Teacher
Conferences
4 Elementary Schools
Parent/Teacher
Conferences
4/5 Interim Reports
8 - 10 2nd SAEBRS Screening
26 Early Release
March 12Early Release
End of Third Nine Weeks
17 Report Card Distribution
26/29 Out of Calendar Days
30/31 Spring Break (OS Days)
April 1/2 Spring Break (OS Days)
19 - 21 3rd SAEBRS Screening
23 Interim Reports
Early Release
24 Last Day for Seniors
28 Early Release
Last Day for Students
End of Fourth Nine Weeks
30 PCHS Graduation
31 Memorial Day Holiday-
June 4/7 OS Days
7 Last Day 200-Day Staff
8-30 Out-of-Calendar Days
(Make-Up Days)
NOTE: OS Days (used first for
make-up days) - April 2 and 1,
March 31 and 30 and June 4 and
7. Out-of-Calendar Days are avail-
able as make-up days as approved
by the Board of Education.
&< Clip ‘n Save

Sept.

Dec.

Jan.

Feb.

May




Jamie Lou (Thompson)
DiMarco

Jamie Lou (Thompson)
DiMarco, 82, passed away
peacefully July 1, 2026, at
the Blue Ridge Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center in
Harrisonburg, Virginia.

She was born on March
28, 1944, in Winston Salem,
North Carolina, the daughter
of the late Otto and Lucy
(Willard) Cayton.

Mrs. DiMarco was a hard
worker and had been em-
ployed by Hanover Shoe
Company, New Frontier
Restaurant, and Thompson’s
Motel and Restaurant, before
becoming co-owner of The
Korner Shop in Franklin.

She was a member of
Christ Central Church in
Upper Tract.

She was a beloved mother,
cherished grandmother, and
dear friend whose kindness
and fortitude touched the
lives of all who knew her.
Throughout her 82 years, her
unwavering commitment to
her family stood as the cor-
nerstone of her life.

Her family carries treas-
ured memories of time spent
together, reflecting her
boundless love, leadership

and wisdom with immense
strength while enduring
rheumatoid arthritis for
most of her adult life.

Her legacy is evident in
the lives of her children and
grandchildren, the values
she instilled, and the love
she freely gave. Her role as a
grandmother was a source of
immense joy to her, and her
passion was spending time
with her family and friends.

On Feb. 29, 1964, she
married Charles “Peanut”
Thompson, the father of her
children, who preceded her in
death on Sept. 27, 2010. On
July 17, 2019, she married
Louis Anthony DiMarco, who
preceded her in death on Feb.
16, 2025.

She leaves behind to cher-
ish her memory a daughter,
Julie Evick (Josh Hanna)
of Franklin; a son, Craig
Thompson (Karen Carter) of
Brandywine; grandchildren,
Preston Evick (Elizabeth),
Grant Evick (fiancée, Tiffany
Perry), Natalie Evick, Justin
Shreve (Marissa), Matthew
Thompson (Kayla), Caitlyn
Brackenrich (Justin), and
Jacob Thompson; and five
great-grandchildren and one
expected.

She was also preceded
in death by a half sister,
Shirley; and a foster sister,
Polly Hoover.

In honoring her wishes, her
body was cremated.

A celebration of life will be
held at 11 a.m. Saturday at
the Basagic Funeral Home
in Franklin with Pastor Sam
Harper officiating.

Memorials may be made
to any Pendleton County
Volunteer Rescue Squad or
Pendleton Senior and Family
Services.

Memories and words of
comfort may be left at www.
basagic.com.

New River

*TRADING~ =

EVERY FRI./SAT. STARTING AUG. 28-29 - NOV. 13-14
Friday: Marlinton at Pocahontas IGA - 3:30 - 5 p.m.
Friday: Gateway Restaurant, Rt. 28 Riverton - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday: Petersburg Shop N Save - 8- 10 a.m.
Saturday: Elkins, intersection 33E - 250/219,
across from KFC - 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

BUYING GINSENG,
ROOTS AND HERBS

Ginseng Green: Sept. 1 / Dry: Sept.15
bigger roots = bigger prices

Black Cohash Dry: $7% |b.

Golden Seal Wet: $11°0 Dry: $45% |b,

Stone Root Dry: *4%°|b.

Wild Yam Dry: *10%|b.

plus many other herbs

newrivertradinglic.com - 613 Hughes Street, Summersville, WV 26651
WUMTNMAN@HOTMAIL.COM - Find us on Facebook

The Pendleton County
Board of Education
Is Once Again Selling Surplus
Inventory - Floor Polishers
and Stainless Steel Sink

Please visit the website below if you are
interested in bidding on these items.

The deadline for online submission of bids is
3 p.m. August 24, 2026.

Interested parties may inspect any of the inventory by
contacting Dan Miller for an appointment at 304-668-2672
between 8 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Monday through Friday,
during non-holiday hours

https://www.publicsurplus.com/

Only public institutions sell their items on this site.
Under REGION, select West Virginia
Under AGENCY, select Pendleton County Schools
Select VIEW ALL AUCTIONS for
Pendleton County School District

Carolyn Lough Borror

Carolyn Lough Borror, 93,
of Winchester, Virginia, died
July 28, 2026, at Winchester
Medical Center in Winches-
ter, Virginia.

She was born Jan. 29,
1933, in Franklin, the daugh-
ter of the late Byron Lough
and Ethel Mallow Lough.

Mrs. Borror attended
Bethel Lutheran Church.

Before retirement, she
was a secretary/treasurer
for the federal government
cafeteria.

In her free time, she en-
joyed golfing, bowling, and
being involved with the Red
Hats.

On Sept. 1, 1956, in Peters-
burg, she married Ronald
Paul “Ronnie” Borror, who
preceded her in death.

Surviving are a daughter,
Tina Lisa Flinner (Rodney)
of Wooster, Ohio; grandchil-
dren, Derek William Wiltse
(Abigail) of Parma, Ohio,
Daniel Paul Wiltse (Melinda)
of Chardon, Ohio, Jonathan
Richard Wiltse (Driana) of
Willowick, Ohio, and Tiana
Leigh Flinner of Wooster,
Ohio; and great-grandchil-
dren, Calvin Wiltse, Lylah
Wiltse, Owen Wiltse, Raiden
Wiltse, Lydia Wiltse, and Ro-
man Wiltse.

She was also preceded in
death by a brother, Bruce G.
Lough.

A graveside service was
held Monday at Shenandoah
Memorial Park with Pastor
Deanna Boynton officiating.

Online condolences may
be left at www.jonesfuneral
homes.com.

John L. Derby

John L. Derby, 78 formerly
of Franklin died July 30 in

Denver, Colorado.

He was born Jan. 27, 1948,
in Lawrence, Kansas.

Mr. Derby was an Eagle
Scout and graduated in 1966
from O’Fallon Township
High School in O’Fallon, I1li-
nois. He lettered in track and
field, holding the school re-
cord in the shot put.

The majority of his career
was spent in the Midwest as
a safety engineer for com-
mercial construction proj-
ects.

He is survived by a sister,
Nan Goland of Franklin;
a brother, Mark Derby of
Franklin; and two daughters,
Breanna Gerze and Andrea
Derby of Colorado.

PSC Orders Scaled

Back, Two

Part Rate

Increase for First
Energy Customers

By Stephen Smoot

Mobile Monitors

Continued From Page 1
of equipment, Alt stated that PCER would never entertain
that option.

“I look at liability,” said Alt. “You assume the liability
after seven years” on the performance of the device.

As with the fire service, acquiring new and needed equip-
ment at the best possible price often comes with a bit of
creativity. Alt explained that PCER purchased the new
devices prior to FDA authorization. This allowed them to
save about $20,000 a piece on the six new devices that now
cost $75,000 each. The company also provided zero percent
financing.

With the devices coming from a respected manufacturer,
there was little doubt on their approval.

All devices were installed by the end of last week.

County Commission

Continued From Page 1

Gillespie, Pendleton County Emergency Services coordina-
tor, stated that the county’s office of emergency management
did finally receive a $100,000 grant reimbursement from the
Federal Emergency Management Administration through the
State of West Virginia to pay for new radio equipment used
by the sheriff's department.

Carl Hevener, Pendleton County Commission president,
then provided the update on the courthouse annex project,
saying, “Everything is moving forward. The prosecuting at-
torney’s office moved back in Thursday morning.”

He then invited those in attendance to “look around while
you’re here. We're kind of proud of it.”

It took many years and a tremendous amount of work
from Karen Pitsenbarger, Pendleton County administrator,
and others to shepherd this project through the complex
state-mandated design, funding, and construction process
to completion.

Amanda Mowery then reported progress from Liberty Com-
munity Programs, which has been developing the former Navy
Base at Sugar Grove into a multi-faceted adult and juvenile
treatment, recovery, and occupational therapy center.

She shared that LCP has seen “eight residents that have
gone through treatment” and have started operating under
an agreement with Eastern West Virginia Community and
Technical College to receive workforce skills training.

Progress towards expanding services has also taken place
with “revamps on the houses” coming soon to prepare them
for residential treatment services.

Commissioners also read a thank you note from the Tucker
Community Foundation for help in starting their run forward
event. “Your generous donation is appreciated,” wrote Michael
Moore, chief financial officer for TCF.

y s

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

Friday, August 14+ 4 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Carnivore Buffet

Mixed Green Salad, Carved Prime Ribs,
Grilled NY Strip Steaks, Rotisserie Style Chicken,
Pan Seared Pork Chops, Beef Stroganoff,
Mashed Potatoes, Macaroni and Cheese,
Steamed Green Beans, Glazed Carrots,
Rolls/Butter and Assorted Desserts $4(°°

Sunday Buffet

Spinach Salad, Yankee Pot Roast,
Chicken w/ Mushroom Sauce, Korean Pork Chops,
Mashed Potatoes, White and Wild Rice,
Sautéed Yellow and Zucchini Squash,

Peas and Carrots,

Rolls/Butter and Assorted Desserts $3()00

RESTAURANT HOURS:
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. -7 p.m.
Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.
(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.
Menu Items Available All Day)

Last May First Energy’s two companies in West Virginia,
Monongahela Power and Potomac Edison, filed for a more
than $188 million rate hike.

Just under $14 million was stated to be steered towards the
company’s “Reliability and Infrastructure Investment Pro-
gram,” which helps to ensure that the electric grid remains
reliable during periods of peak strains.

First Energy in May filed for two separate rate hike options.
The first according to the PSC would result in rate hikes that
“for an average residential customer using 1,000 kilowatt-
hour (kWh) . . . would increase customer bills from $137.86
to $155.75, an increase of $17.89 per month or 13.0 percent.”

The same company also filed an alternative plan called “an
adjustment approach” that would take two phases.

“Phase 1 would be a $37.9 million increase or 2.1 percent
of total tariff revenue effective Aug. 1. The increase would
be 3.0 percent of total tariff revenue for the residential class,
1.7 percent for the commercial class, 1.3 percent for the in-
dustrial class, and 2.0 percent for the street lighting class.”

“Phase 2 would be effective June 1, 2027, and result in an
additional increase on total revenues of 2.1 percent with a
total increase of $37.6 million. By customer class, the Phase 2
total revenue increase would be 2.9 percent for the residential
class, 1.6 percent for the commercial class, 1.3 percent for the
industrial class, and 1.9 percent for the street lighting class.”

PSC staff feared that First Energy was “pancaking,” an
industry term referring to the filing for the same rate increase
twice before the first could be considered. First Energy,
however, committed to abandoning the more costly and up
front proposal upon approval of the adjustment approach.

First Energy also provided evidence of inflationary pres-
sures on other companies as part of its case to raise rates.

An official from First Energy testified that the two subsidi-
ary “Companies have placed into service approximately $1
billion of capital and rate base in the West Virginia electric
utility system since the 2022 test year from its prior base
rate case. The continued investment in electric infrastructure
was the primary driver “

That said, “The affordability issues, however, caused the
companies to develop the AA alternative.”

Also “due to current circumstances, the companies agree
that there is value in extending the time between base rate
cases, levelizing and moderating the magnitude of future rate
cases and reducing the time, effort and financial resources
that all parties and the commission must bear in a rate case.”

First Energy also weighed the inflationary penalty on defer-
ring rate hikes, but assumed that a continued trend of rising
usage would cover what they might lose to inflation over time.

The PSC determined that “with regard to the spread of the
increase that assigns a larger average increase to residential
customers, we find the companies’ allocations to be fair and
reasonable” and “there is no downside to approving the AA
adjustment.”

It went on to add that “at a time when costs keep increasing,
thereby causing rates to increase, we are trying to find new
ways to establish rates for the companies that are reasonable
and not discriminatory that help the customers, and that do
not require a base rate case every year or year and a half. It
is a daunting effort, but we must try.”

The Pendleton County
Historial Society
will hold a public meeting
Sunday, August 23 « 2 p.m.

Former Dr. Preston Boggs/
Dr. Jasper Moyers home
S

"

e~ ;.7 o e '; .

Main Street in Franklin
(across from the Pendleton County Library)

Everyone is invited to attend the meeting and
enjoy a tour of this beautiful, historic home.
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Pendleton Youth Show Animals at Tri-County Fair

Pendleton County was well represented at the 106th an-
nual Tri-County Fair in Petersburg.

After weeks of working with cattle, goats, hogs or sheep,
Pendleton County youth showed their animals at the fair.
With tears in their eyes, some of the exhibitors sold their
market animals.

During the week, 4-H and FFA members from Grant,
Hardy and Pendleton counties showed 73 market beeves,
49 breeding beeves, 40 feeder calves, 109 market lambs, 66
breeding sheep, 125 market hogs and 85 market goats. Of
these, 281 animals were sold in the livestock sale.

In addition to 4-H’ers showing their animals, 252 4-H
projects from Pendleton County were on display.

Awards

Dottie Warner Memorial Outstanding Exhibitor Award
— Aubriana Holloway, intermediate;

Master Showmanship Winner — Tia Heavner;

Skill-A-Thon — Colton Whetzel (second junior beef);
Katie Heavner (fifth overall senior, second senior beef
and third senior goat); Ty Heavner (fourth overall senior,
fourth senior beef and second senior sheep); Tori Heavner
(third overall junior, third junior sheep and second junior
hog); Hannah Heavner (fourth overall junior and fifth jun-
ior sheep); Addy Rumer (fifth senior sheep); Kallie Keyser
(third overall senior and second senior hog); and Gracie He-
drick (fifth overall junior);

Carcass Evaluation —Tori Heavner (market heifer car-
cass grand champion); Reagyn Atkins (grand champion
carcass goat); Bella Hoover (fourth carcass lamb); Katie
Heavner (sixth carcass steer); Lydia Heavner (seventh car-
cass steer); and Branson Smith (10th carcass steer);

Beef Showmanship — senior — Addy Rumer, reserve
champion, and Kelby Rumer, fifth overall; intermediate
— Aubriana Holloway, champion; and junior — Brynleigh
Ruddle, reserve champion;

Sheep Showmanship — senior — Addy Rumer, champion,
Ty Heavner, reserve champion, and McKenna Hedrick,
seventh; intermediate — Kallie Keyser, reserve champion,
Gracie Hedrick, third, and Aiden Whetzel, eighth; junior
— Jaelyn Rumer, champion, and Maddie Grace Nesselrodt,
reserve champion; and junior novice — Jonah Seymour,
sixth;

Goat Showmanship — senior — Ty Heavner, reserve
champion, and Lydia Heavner, fifth; intermediate — Gracie
Hedrick, champion, Tia Heavner, third, and Reagyn At-
kins, fifth; and junior — Jaelyn Rumer, champion, and Bella
Hoover, fifth; and

Swine Showmanship — senior — Olivia Gonshor, fifth;
and junior — Brynleigh Ruddle, champion.

Breeding Cattle
Tori Heavner — first in open and junior Simmental class-

es;

Norah Hubbard — fourth in open class of commercial
breeds; and

Maycee Woods — first in junior class and fifth in open
class of commercial breeds.

Feeder Calves

Tori Heavner — fifth in feeder calf steer class;

Bailee Kiger — champion feeder calf and second in feeder
calf steer class;

Branson Smith — second and third in feeder calf heifer
classes and second in feeder calf steer class; and

Maycee Woods — third in feeder calf steer class and
fourth in feeder calf heifer class.

Breeding Sheep

Tia Heavner — first in class of crossbred ewe open and
junior shows:

Tori Heavner — fifth in class of crossbred ewe junior
show and sixth in class of crossbred ewe open show;

Ty Heavner — first in class of crossbred ewe open and
junior shows;

Gracie Hedrick — second in class of crossbred ewe open
and junior shows;

Bella Hoover — third in class of crossbred ewe junior
show and fourth in class of crossbred ewe open show;

Breymann Keesecker — fourth in class of crossbred ewe
in the open and junior shows;

Kallie Keyser — second in class of crossbred ewe in the
open and junior shows;

Katie Keyser — third in class of crossbred ewe in the
open and junior shows;

Kaleigh Kidwell — eighth in class of crossbred ewe open
show;

Kaysen Kidwell — ninth in class of crossbred ewe open
show;

Maddie Grace Nesselrodt — champion bred and owned
ewe and first in class of crossbred open and junior shows;

Scarlette Plaugher — fifth in class of crossbred ewe open
show;

Kendall Schell — sixth in class of crossbred ewe open
show;

Jonah Seymour — second in class of crossbred ewe open
and junior shows;

Olivia Seymour — third in class of crossbred open show;

Aiden Whetzel — second in class of crossbred ewe junior
show and third in class of crossbred ewe open shows; and

Colten Whetzel — fourth in class of crossbred ewe junior
show and sixth in crossbred ewe open show.

Market Lamb

Maddie Grace Nesselrodt — reserve grand champion
market lamb (champion lightweight) and champion bred
and owned;

Gracie Hedrick — reserve champion lightweight;

Ty Heavner —champion middleweight and reserve cham-
pion bred and owned,;

Addy Rumer — reserve champion heavyweight;

McKenna Hedrick — second in lightweight classes;

Tia Heavner (first), Allie Hedrick (eighth), Piper Hubbard
(sixth), Breymann Keesecker (fifth), Kallie Keyser (third),
Emily Schell (second), Hannah Schell (third), Jonah Sey-
mour (eighth), and Maycee Woods (third) — middleweight
classes; and

Ryleigh Cook (sixth), Madalyn Griffin (seventh), Tori
Heavner (third), Bella Hoover (third), Katie Keyser (first),
Jaelyn Rumer (second) and Aiden Whetzel (seventh) —
heavyweight class.

Market Goat

Jaelyn Rumer — reserve grand champion market goat
(champion middleweight);

Reagyn Atkins — reserve champion lightweight;

Tia Heavner — champion heavyweight;

Ty Heavner — reserve champion heavyweight;

Kelby Rumer — second in lightweight class;

Lydia Heavner (third), Breymann Keesecker (second)
and Levi Miller (ninth) — middleweight classes; and

Gracie Hedrick (first), Bella Hoover (first) and Cody Mill-
er (10th) — heavyweight classes.

Market Hog

Brynleigh Ruddle — first in lightweight class;

Olivia Gonshor (fifth and sixth — two hogs) and Landyn
Warner (seventh) — mediumweight classes; and

Addie Rumer (first) and Lindsey Smith (first and third —
two hogs) — heavyweight classes.

Market Heifer

Tori Heavner — third and fourth (two heifers) in classes;
and

Aubriana Holloway — first in class.

Market Steer

Addie Rumer — champion lightweight;

Brynleigh Ruddle — reserve champion heavyweight:

Katie Heavner (fifth), Emily Schell (fifth) and Branson
Smith (fourth) — lightweight class;

Hannah Heavner (fourth), Aubriana Holloway (first and
fifth overall) and Kelby Rumer (third and fourth — two
steers) — middleweight class; and

Hannah Heavner (sixth), Lydia Heavner (fifth), Hannah
Schell (sixth), and Brandson Smith (third and fifth overall)
— heavyweight class.

Pendleton Youth Representatives on Committees

Beef — Katie Heavner, goat — Gracie Hedrick, sheep — Ty
Heavner, and swine — Tia Heavner.

(Note: Pendleton County’s youth livestock sales results
will be published in next week’s paper.)

7 Gracie Hedrfék .

Branson Smii:h
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10 Years Ago
Week of August 11, 2016

Identity of Navy Base
Buyer Still a Mystery

The successful bidder
#7 in the online auction of
the former Sugar Grove
Navy Base still remains
anonymous.

The U. S. General Services
Administration is pleased
to announce that the online
auction for the Sugar Grove
Station concluded on July
25, with a high bid received
of $11.2 million.

Although several rumors
have surfaced concerning
the base’s future occupant,
nothing concrete has been
revealed at this time.

Four-H Club
Visits Local
Fish Hatchery

Members of the Upper
Tract Producers 4-H Club
recently visited the Reed’s
Creek fish hatchery.
Those in attendance were
treated to an informative
session provided by Dave
Alt, hatchery supervisor.
Attendees also had the
opportunity for a self-guided
tour of the operation.

The hatchery raises several
species of trout, including
the Golden trout, for other
facilities around the state
and also stocks area ponds
and streams.

Golden trout originated
from a hatchery at Petersburg
and were first stocked in
West Virginia waters in
1993. The highly sought after
golden beauties were once
only available at Petersburg,
but the past few years the
Reed’s Creek hatchery has
bred the trout on site and is
basically a self-sustainable
operation according to Alt.

Alts Kill
Two Rattlesnakes

On the afternoon of Aug.
2, Dave Alt, manager at the
Reeds Creek Fish Hatchery,
had two unwelcome visitors
on his porch. The 36”
rattlesnake was killed first
by Alt’s son, Caleb. One hour
later, the 48” rattlesnake
was killed by Dave Alt, who
stated, “It was a distraction
to the week’s sad event.”

SUGAR GROVE

Sugar Grove Gets
Glimpse into the Past

They came from miles
around, bringing their
antique tractors to Sugar
Grove for the third annual
antique tractor parade on
Saturday, Aug. 6. These
antiques were washed
and shined as if they were
stepping out on the beauty
pageant runway. The drivers
of these relics see so much
more when traveling slowly.
Everyone waves and gives
the thumbs up—a happy day
indeed!

20 Years Ago
Week of August 17, 2006

Williams Couple
Travels West Coast
In Model A

Roy Williams, son of
Gladys Williams of Seneca
Rocks, and his wife, Anna,
recently returned from a
west coast trip. They drove
their 1929 Model A Ford.

Starting on June 10, they
traveled from their home
in Florence, KY, through
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois
and Missouri, where they
visited the Gateway Arch
in St. Louis. Traveling up
the Mississippi River into
Iowa, Nebraska and South
Dakota, they visited Mt.
Rushmore and the Badlands.
From there they proceeded to
Wyoming and Yellowstone
Park, then on across Idaho,
Oregon and the coast of
California. Traveling down
the Pacific coast highway,
they crossed the Golden Gate
Bridge and drove through
the wine country and into
Los Angeles, where they
visited their daughter and
her family.

Proceeding on after a short
visit, they crossed the San
Bernadino Mountains and
Death Valley and into Las
Vegas. Crossing Hoover
Dam they visited the Grand
Canyon and proceeded to
Colorado. They crossed the
Continental Divide and
headed out across Kansas
and into Missouri.

They traveled 7,330 miles
and covered 19 states. They
used a total of 430 gallons
of gas and 20 quarts of oil.
The old car made the trip
with no major breakdowns,
and the old couple did pretty
well, too.

The story was featured on
NBC’s The Today Show on
July 31.

30 Years Ago
Week of August 15, 1996

SUGAR GROVE

Red Is Prevailing Color
Of Area Barns

The majority of barns
were painted only one color,
red. That seemed to be
the order of the day in our
rural community. It seems
that along the east coast,
farmers mixed iron oxide
with skimmed milk and
lime—and thus the barn
was coated with this mixture
which hardened and looked
very red. Thus, red became
the standard color for barns;
and farmers stayed with
something once it “worked.”
So as time passed, as each
new barn went up, it too
became red in character,
thus allowing it to be a part
of the community familiarity
(rather than paint it another
color and shake up the
community)! However, in
recent years, farmers are
taking on various barn colors
as they learn more about
the process of temperatures
and how the color of the
outside does in fact control
the temperature inside. In
our valley, there remains
several red barns...their
beauty marking the farmers’
landscape.

40 Years Ago
Week of August 14, 1986

Blauch
Brothers, Inc.

NOW SERVING

MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS
“Enriching Lives”

Cleaned

Cast Iron Pipe Repair System

Coated

PENDLETON COUNTY

Restored

Repair Your
Below-Slab

Cast Iron Pipes P88
Before It’s To Late!

www.blauchbrothers.com

Harrisonburg Office (Headquarters)
911 Chicago Avenue
Harrisonburg, VA 22802

Page 4 - August 13, 2026 - The Pendleton Times

2 TIMES PAST ¥

Search on for
Mountain
Man and Woman

One of the best
entertainment features
of last year’s Treasure
Mountain Festival, the
Mountain Man and Mountain
Woman contest, offers a wide
variety of entertainment and
an interesting selection of
costumes.

Both a junior and senior
Mountain Man and a junior
and senior Mountain Woman
will be chosen again this
year.

All contestants are
required to dress in period
costume and display a
heritage-type talent, such
as singing, dancing, a craft
or other appropriate talent.

YESTERYEAR
IN PENDLETON

Folklore of Pendleton
County state that there has
been at least four big floods
in Pendleton County. They
were in the years of 1877,
1910, 1936, and 1949. 1
remember vividly the flood of
1949. One of the reasons was
the following story that was
repeated time and again in
the November flood of 1985
only on a much larger scale.

Pendleton County rates as
the biggest sheep producer in
the state. Anyone who has
had a flock of sheep knows
that they have definite
personalities, sometimes
lovable, sometimes
otherwise.

A lamb that had to be
hand fed usually became
the wife’s job, and when
sold, that money belonged
to her. One such lamb
was my responsibility —
during the early years of
our marriage. Our sons
called her “Sweetlip” after a
lamb in their Sunday School
paper. They loved feeding
her, but more often than not,
it was mom who really cared
for her.

Never did Sweetlip
recognize herself as a sheep.
She stayed with the cows in
the home pasture, grazing
along with them as they
moved in their grazing
pattern.

I had only to slam the
screen door and call her,
no matter where she was,
she answered, and if it was
feeding time, she would
come racing to the fence.
Otherwise, she continued to
graze.

Our yard fence is built
in such a way to form an
extended X. Sweetlip learned
to jump forward with her
front legs, give a twist of her
back legs and she was, as
she well knew in forbidden
territory. All types of flowers
were a tasty dessert and she
never missed one. Another
trick was to jump over a high
board into the hen house;
here she caused havoc among
the hens, as she calmly
devoured as much of their
feed as she wanted.

Finally, I had enough. The
two oldest sons helped me
place a rope around her neck
and we pushed and pulled
her to a flock of sheep, about
the distance of 200 yards.

We hurriedly crossed the
creek and raced back to the
house. Sweetlip took up the
challenge and beat us back!

When winter feeding time
arrived, on Sunday evening
I loved to make the round of
the barns. Carefully I walked
the center of the aisle where
I would be out of reach of
the cow’s tongues. Suddenly,
there would be a drop. There
was Sweetlip taking up one
slot in the manger. She
would look up and “baa” but
continue eating as if her life
depended on the next bite.

When she delivered a
pair of twins, she remained
with the flock of sheep. My
husband had moved the
sheep to the river pasture
and when the 1949 flood
began to look serious, we
went to move them to higher
ground. The river had broken
out of its banks and there
stood Sweetlip on a high
knoll, a lamb on each side
placidly chewing her cud and
looking to us for rescue. The
water was too high and swift
to cross. We successfully
moved the remainder of the
flock to higher ground, but in
my heart I heard her make
one last call to me.

Garden Problems
Cause Poor Yields

Tips for
troubleshooting:

*Consider whether soil
pH 1s too acidic for proper
vegetable growth.

* Control insects, diseases
and weeds.

*Grow adapted varieties.

*Thin your vegetables to
recommended spacings.

*Vegetables receiving
fewer than 6 hours of sunlight
each day will produce poorly.

*Temperatures also affect
vegetable production.

* Pollination is essential
for corn and vine crops, such
as cucumbers, watermelons,
squash and cantaloupes.
Always plant corn in blocks
rather than long rows. Vine
crops produce male and
female flowers that bees
pollinate. If spraying, do so
in late afternoon to avoid
harming the bees.

*Avoid transplants that
are old, large or in poor
condition, as certain plants
produce poorly or older
plants frequently go to seed
rather than make edible
produce.

*Water during droughts.
Most vegetables require 1 to
1-1/2 inches of water weekly.

garden

50 Years Ago
Week of August 12, 1976

President’s Guard
To Appear in Treasure
Mountain Festival
Parade

According to Richard
Harding, chairman of the
Treasure Mountain Festival
parade, plans are being
finalized for one of the best
parades in the history of the
Treasure Mountain Festival.

This year the parade
will be highlighted by the
Commander-in-Chief’s Color
Guard from Washington,
D. C.

Several representatives

of the 45-man unit were in
Franklin Tuesday to make
arrangements for their
appearance in the parade.

Tin Can Production
Jumps Above
Three Billion

An estimated 188 million
“tin” cans were produced in
the United States in 1954.
By 1974, the production
had jumped above the three
billion mark, making it the
equivalent of 14 cans for
every American.

Past Presidents’ Deaths
Recorded as Same Day

Presidents John Adams
and Thomas Jefferson, who
both played a vital role in
shaping the Declaration of
Independence, both died 150
years ago on July 4, 1826, the
National Geographic Society
says.

70 Years Ago
Week of August 16, 1956

30 Beautiful Costumes
To Be Modeled
In Style Show Friday

The “Flapper Lady of
1929” and the “Belle of
1930”7 are sure to bring
back nostalgic memories
to many when they appear
in the “Style Show of Long
Ago,” a special feature of the
antique show which is being
conducted by the American
Legion in their post home
in the old McCoy Mill three
miles south of Franklin this
weekend.

Betsy Ross, Martha and
George Washington, several
brides of the past century
and a traveling lady of 1860
are among the 35 costumes
that will be modeled in
the show. There will be
18 different scenes in the
show, each of which will
be described by a special
narrator, and there will be
appropriate background
music throughout the whole
show.

The Style Show is being
produced by the Franklin
Farm Women’s Club, and
Miss Elizabeth Boggs,
president of the group, who
said yesterday that the
ladies have become very
enthusiastic about the show
and have put a great deal
of work into it. “We have
some lovely costumes,”
Miss Boggs said, “and I'm
sure the show will prove to
be highly interesting and
entertaining to those who
see it.”

The date for the “Style
Show of Long Ago” is Friday
night at 8 o’clock. It is one
of the special features of
the antique show which
will be in progress Friday,
Saturday and Sunday from
1to9 p.m.

A large collection of
antiques has been assembled
for the show, Walter Black,
commander, has announced.

In addition to the wide
variety of antiques, there
will be a spinning wheel in
operation during most of
the show actually spinning
yarn. There will also be a
display of Indian relics.
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Smith Creek/

Friends Run
by Dave Ellis

The count down to go back to
school 1is only two more week-
ends. Where did summer go?
It went by fast.

The canning should be in full
swing with taking the harvest
out of the garden. This is a great
moment to have as it benefits a
person in the winter.

Smith Creek and Friends
Run Churches of the Breth-
ren: shut-ins — Bucky Moy-
ers, Pam Riner, Anna Tesi,
Larry Moyers, Sandy Wash-
burn, Mary Alice Simmons,
Anna Lee Mitchell, and Carol
Propst; prayer list — Rich-
ard Campbell, Joshua Shirk,
Kenny Williams, Ruth Bauer,
Rick Waggy, Gloria Moats,
Jim Fawley, Jessie Simmons,
Minny Rhoads, David Berg,
Troy Bennett, Danny Nelson,
Sherry Hedrick, Tom and Judy
Borror, David M. Parkinson,
Cleo Simmons, Jimmie Ben-
nett, Tom Butterworth, Bobby
Parsons, Robert Bennett, Rick
Phares, Virgil “Bub” Yokum,
Hannah Hedrick, John Moyers,
Norma Auville, Shana Johnson,
Bruce Lambert, Sherry Cham-
bers, Donald Burns, Glenn
Sites, Shirley Bland, Wayne
Simmons, Jennifer Scott, Brian
Calhoun, Bobby Bodkin, Chris
Phares, Robin Gery, Nancy
George, Grace and Albert Ham-
mer, Holly Beachler, Cameron
Beachler, Keith Kimble, Lisa
Dingess, Kitty Waggy, Gretta
Pope, Mary Lou Wagoner, Lucy
Westfall, Donna Bennett, Peggy
Pitsenbarger, Amy VanMeter,
Lynwood Pennington, Alvy
Humphreys, Amy Berg, Ronnie
Pitsenbarger, Connie Hartman,
Bob Hoops, Wyatt Hott, Wanda
Townsend, Carl Thompson,
Kaye Alt, Kaylee Bennett,
Mickie Huffman, Woody Hoo-
ver, Rhonda Stump, Shirley
Propst, Pollyanna Johnson,
Brenda Allen, Kayon Johnson,
Ryan Dingass families, the fam-
ily of Etha Mae Bowers and the
family of Ruthalene Judy.

Prayer thought: “Loving God,
thank you that you're greater
that my enemy and have al-
ready defeated them. We gain
confidence that our lives are
guarded.”

High and low temperatures
and precipitation for Aug. 3
through Aug. 9, followed by
the same for last year, were as
follows: Aug. 3 - 79°, 64° (75°,
51°), Aug. 4 - 86°, 57° (78°, 50°),
Aug. 5-85°66°(77°,59°), Aug.
6 - 83°, 67°..9” (71°, 52°), Aug.
7-82°,63°,.05” (76°, 59°), Aug.
8 - 86°, 62°, .01” (75°, 58°) and
Aug. 9 - 85°, 66° (81°, 55°).

Offering In-Home:

PENDLETON

HOME HEALTH
SERVICES

¢ Skilled Nursing

e Physical Therapy

¢ Occupational Therapy
e Speech Therapy
Serving Pendleton County Residents

For more information call
1-304-358-2320, ext. 3450

Pendleton Home Health Services is managed by

PENDLETON

&

MANOR

Mountaineer Seamless
Gtrs and oofin

540-468-2799

Specializing in
5”7 & 6” K Style Gutters and
LEAF GUARD
Locally Owned — Free Estimates
Owner - Benjamin Mast
Please Leave a Message
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Pendleton County Schools Custodial and Maintenance Workers Earn Praise in Board Meeting

By Stephen Smoot

With the summer break soon coming to an
end, the Pendleton County Board of Educa-
tion held its first meeting in the month of
August last week.

After the Pledge of Allegiance, J. D.
Wilkins, board president, asked Pat God-
frey, who had come to speak during public
comment, to give the customary invocation.
Godfrey prayed, “Protect, Lord God, those
who are within their charge.”

Then Wilkins gave the rules and guidelines
about the law on public comment period.
He reminded all that elected officials can-
not respond during public comment in any
way. These laws are in place to protect those
speaking on behalf of the public, but Wilkins
acknowledged that the lack of engagement
can prove frustrating.

Godfrey came to speak about his applica-
tion for a posted English language arts and
social studies position, stating that the day
after he applied the position was changed
to just English. Later, the position reverted
back to English and social studies. He stated
that he was the most qualified candidate
possible for the combined position due to his
years of experience.

He also questioned why he was not con-
sidered for a basketball coaching position
previously. Godfrey requested a letter stat-
ing that he was not desired as an employee.

At the opening of his remarks, Godfrey
stated that “if you have a complaint . . . you
should also have a solution.” He closed by
stating that board of education members
should have direct involvement in the hiring
process, either during interviews or receiving
a list of rejected candidates when asked to
approve hires.

Those suggestions made by Godfrey would
likely violate West Virginia Department of
Education guidelines on the limits of the
purview of a board of education. In its July
8 report explaining intervention in Harrison
County Schools, the WVDE stated that their
board of education practiced “overreach into
administration, including interference in
staffing” and other administrative respon-
sibilities.

This situation, the WVDE alleged, led to
circumstances where certain school system
employees with connections to board mem-
bers were considered “untouchable.”

After the public comment period, Ben
Puffenbarger and Bethany Whetzel, advisor,
talked about their experiences at Future
Business Leaders of America nationals.
Marilyn Propst, board member, told him that
“this makes us proud.” His experience is in
another story in this edition.

Board members then voted on new hires
for the coming year. This included Patrick
McGregor, new principal at Pendleton Coun-
ty Middle/High School. He was hired when
an administrative mistake by Frostburg
State University led to previous hire, expe-

rienced PCM/HS educator Janice Heavner,
being rejected by the WVDE.

Next, the board approved contracts with
both EPIC and Pendleton Community Care.

During the treasury and finance reports, .
P. Mowery, PCS treasurer and chief financial
officer, discussed the use of the streaming
service Hudl. This service allows for online
paid access to PCM/HS sporting events with
the school receiving some revenues from it.
PCM/HS’s athletic department also reim-
burses the school system for half of the cost
of the $13,000 service.

The cost went up for the coming year with
the addition of baseball and football to the
package from Hudl.

Another discussion centered around the
year by year stepping down of funds for
Communities in Schools. State aid to the pro-
gram, which provides supports for children
in vulnerable environments, is scheduled to
phase out by 2029.

Also noteworthy, Mowery shared that he
had engaged in discussions with legislative
leaders over the 1,400 floor funding aid for
school systems in sparsely populated areas.
He stated that State Senator Amy Grady,
also chair of the senate education commit-
tee, told him, “I see nothing wrong with it.”

“But the state school board president said,
‘it’s asinine,” he went on to share. Mowery
said that with the school aid funding for-
mula, “there will be a push for extra staffing.”
The core of funding from the state revolves
around payment for a certain ratio of stu-
dents to faculty and students to other staff.
Central office personnel are not considered
in the formula.

Pendleton County Schools lost $150,000 in
the 1,400 floor calculations. Previously, Pen-
dleton and Pocahontas counties had similar
school populations, so both were funded as
if they had 1,400 students. Since, as Mowery
explained, “Pocahontas fell faster than us,”
PCS now receives funding for 1,382.

In the facilities report, Travis Heavner
opened with praise for those whose work
during the summer helped to get all school
buildings in prime shape to open the year.
“I appreciate the summer custodians and
their work” he said, adding that “it’s always a
challenge to make sure we're ready to open.”

He shared that Franklin Elementary
School presented a specific challenge due to
the presence of Energy Express and repair
crews working through the summer.

“If you see some of those folks on that sum-
mer crew,” Heavner told the board, “tell them
how much we appreciate them.”

Heavner also shared his thanks for the
work of maintenance workers, detailing
improvements to the landscaping of Bran-
dywine Elementary School. There, workers
removed dead shrubbery, planted grass, and
are planning to remove old light poles and
a walnut tree. He added that they will also
perform some work to make the bus pick up
area safer for children.

Appreciation was also expressed for
the work of Dean Brothers in getting the
football field scoreboard ready for football
season. “We ran into some challenges be-
cause of the rain,” he stated, adding that
hopefully the repairs will keep people
“from having to jiggle the wires” to keep
it functioning.

Sonny O’Neil, board member, asked
about issues linked to “settling” of part of
the FES building. Heavner reported that

the section of building where settling had
pushed some tiles out of place occurred be-
cause the original construction just placed
“filler” under that section of the building.
“There was nothing there to support the
tile.”

“No one could really tell us why,” he
shared, not even the West Virginia School
Building Authority. Workers, however,
placed sturdier materials under the section
to prevent recurrence of the issue.

Residents Encouraged to

Participate in Health Survey

The West Virginia De-
partment of Health’s Bu-
reau for Public Health is
calling on residents to help
shape the future of public
health in the Mountain
State by participating in
the Behavioral Risk Factor
Surveillance System phone
survey.

“The data collected
through these surveys em-
powers our public health
officials to identify trends,
develop targeted programs,
and strategically allocate
resources where they are
most needed to improve
the overall well-being of
West Virginians,” shared
Dr. Arvin Singh, secretary
of health. “We encourage
you to participate as every
completed survey contrib-
utes valuable information

that supports the creation
of healthier communities
across our state.”

Since 1984, the BRFSS
has served as a cornerstone
of health surveillance in
West Virginia, providing
essential data to under-
stand the unique health
challenges, needs, behav-
iors, and concerns of resi-
dents. This confidential tel-
ephone survey, conducted
in close collaboration with
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention,
allows West Virginia to
track health-related trends
and gather insights that
are otherwise unavailable
through clinical records.

Residents aged 18 and
older may be randomly se-
lected to receive a call from
trained BPH interview-

N
\Y [L7/
\\PR‘OPST‘I'
- FAMILY#g
SREUNIONQ

ZACT

JacoB WINFIELD AND PoLLY ANN

Propst Family Reunion
Saturday, August 15 ¢ Noon
Old Propst Church

Bring your favorite famous covered
dish and enjoy the day

Family and Friends Welcome!

Propstburg

M¢t. Zion Lutheran Church
Dahmer
Sunday, Aug. 16
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS AT 10 A.M.
Guest Speaker - Jay Linaburg
Picnic LuncH To FoLLow % £t
Everyone Welcome!

ers between Monday and
Saturday. Participation is
entirely voluntary and all
responses are kept strictly
confidential.

The survey is designed to
be dynamic meaning, each
year, questions are updated
to address emerging issues
and specific state needs.
Recent survey topics have
included critical areas such
as Hepatitis A, traumatic
brain injuries related to
ATV use, and substance
usage.

For more information on
the BRFSS program or to
view reporting summaries
and survey results, visit
the official West Virginia
BRFSS website at https://
dhhr.wv.gov/HSC/SS/BRF-
SS/Pages/BRFSS.aspx.

Bus Routes Announced for New School Year

School will be opening for students on Aug.
24, and motorists are cautioned to be on
the alert for students walking and waiting
for buses along the highways of the county.
Motorists are also cautioned to be especially
alert for buses that are stopped on the high-
way for the purpose of loading or unloading
students. It is a violation of state law to pass
a school bus in either direction when the bus
has its red lights flashing.

The safety of Pendleton County’s children
is in the capable hands of the bus drivers.
Distractions caused by students who do not
follow the rules threaten the health and safe-
ty of others. Parents are encouraged to talk
with their children about the importance of
good bus riding behavior. The driver needs to
focus on what is going on outside of the bus.

Bus Drivers will be making practice runs
on Aug. 20. A description of bus routes for
Pendleton County for the 2026-2027 school
year is as follows:

*Melina Parsons (#7720): Upper North
Fork Road and Snowy Mountain to Cherry
Grove, to North Fork Elementary School,
from NFES to Judy Gap salt shed to receive
middle/high students and then to Pendleton
County Middle/High School.

*David Simon (#7827): County line to
Sweedlin Valley, to Oak Flat, to Brandywine
Elementary School, then on to PCM/HS and
Franklin Elementary School.

*Sam Harper (#7723): Beginning in
Miller’s Run to Broad Run, continuing to
Brandywine Lake, to BES and then to PCM/
HS and FES, if needed.

*Lynn Warner (#7724): Deer Run area
beginning on Troublesome Valley Road at Rt.
33, ending on Kiser Gap Road and continuing
on Rt. 33 to Franklin schools. Route includes
Day Care stop at Pine St. in Franklin.

*Jesse Johnston (#7726): Beginning
pickups in Crummett Run area to Rt. 21,
then south to county line, turning around
going north on Rt. 21 to Brushy Fork and on
to BES, then to PCM/HS and FES, if needed.

*David Traub (#7825): Begin at county
line on South Mill Creek Road, continue
through Brushy Run Road to north end of
Jake Hill to meet contract drivers on south
end of Jake Hill Road and continue to Frank-
lin schools.

*Adam Ruddle (#6515): Route beginning
on Pretty Ridge area, making pickups along
the way through Reeds Creek to Rt. 33, then
going east on Rt. 33 through Friends Run,
including Buffalo Hill area and on to the
Franklin schools.

*Kevin Gonshor (#7725): Route begin-
ning at Grant County line on Rt. 220 south
on to Franklin schools.

*Bobby Keesecker (#5424): Beginning
at Ridge Road on Rt. 220 and continuing on
Ridge Road to Kline to meet contract driver,
then Schmucker Road, and Corner Road to
Rt. 220 to Ruddle, turning around at north
end of Buffalo Hills Road and on to Franklin
schools.

*Calvin Bailey (#5322): Beginning at the
north end of Sandy Ridge Road, if needed,
and continuing through the north end of
Thorn Creek Road to Sinnett’s Lane, if

south to the state line. From the state line
continuing to Black Thorn, Moatstown Road,
down Sandy Ridge Road to Thorn Spring, to
Rt. 220 North, to Walnut St., up Smith Creek
Road, to the end of Entry Mountain Rd. and
on to FES and PCM/HS.

*Wes Fleisher (#7727): Beginning pick-
ups at Bobbie Armstrong’s in Crummett Run
area, then to Big and Little Stoney Run area,
and making pickups along the way to BES,
then to the PCM/HS.

*Andy Moyers (#7823): Beginning on
Snowy Mountain Road to Rt. 220 South
to state line. From the state line, turning
around, going north on Rt. 220 to Propst
Gap, to James Simmons’s residence, turning
around and continuing to Painter’s Point
area and then on to FES and PCM/HS.

*Driver Pending (#5317): Beginning in
Lower Timber Ridge, near Kisamore stop and
going south to Simoda area, if needed. Then
going to Rt. 33 at the Gateway Restaurant,
proceeding to the Riverton area, including
Riverton Loop for pickup, making student
exchanges with Dianna Redman (#5417) at
the Riverton Community Building. From
Riverton, proceed onto Rt. 33, picking up
middle/ high school students, to Judy Gap
salt shed for possible exchanges and then
on to PCM/HS.

*Lisa Raines (#5326): Smith Mountain
Road to Rt. 28, then south on Rt. 28 to the
4U Restaurant, left onto Rt. 9 going on to
the Harper Gap Road and the Harman Hills
Road to Roots Run, to Rt. 33, meeting other
bus and contract drivers at Judy Gap salt
shed, and on to NFES.

*Jill Warner (#5324): Beginning on
Hunting Ground area, to Teter Gap area,
to NFES, then to Upper Timber Ridge, if
needed, and returning to NFES.

*Steve Lambert (#7709): Beginning on
Big Mountain, returning to Rt. 28, to Elk
Mountain. From Elk Mountain, proceeding
north to Cherry Grove and on to NFES.

*Dianna Redman (#5417): Beginning
at Bennett Gap and across to the northern
end of Timber Ridge to the Onego salt shed
to meet contract driver. From the salt shed,
continuing on Rt. 33 East, making all pick-
ups, to Seneca Junction. At the junction
proceeding south on Rt. 33/28, making all
pick-ups to Riverton Community Building,
where exchange of students is made with
Driver Pending (#5317). From Riverton,
picking up elementary students on Rt. 33/28
to NFES.

+ Contract driver will bring students from
Smoke Hole to Jake Hill Road to meet Bus
#7825.

+ Contract driver will bring students from
Cave Mountain to Jake Hill Road to meet
Bus #7825.

+ Contract driver will bring students from
Greenawalt Gap to Kline Road to meet Bus
#6521.

*Contract driver - Bland Hills to meet
Bus #5310 and #5417 or #7720 at Judy Gap
salt shed.

*Contract driver - Base of Allegheny
Mountain to Onego salt shed to meet Bus
#5417.

needed. From Sinnett’s Lane,
proceeding to the south end of
Dry Run Road, to Smith Creek
Gap Road to Warner’s poultry
farm, turning around and pro-
ceeding on Smith Creek Rd. to
FES and PCM/HS.

Jon Swecker (#6521):
Beginning at Moyers Store, to
Crummett Run Road, to Ken
Nelson’s poultry houses, turn-
ing around and proceeding

Doug Richmond, PS

Land Surveyor
40 years of experience

in large and small projects
Licensed in Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland
959 Cowpasture River Rd., S
Head Waters, VA 24442

Home 540-396-4862 - Cell 540-373-4045

Jim Crites
Sales & Service

on all makes of Vacuum Cleaners
Specializing in
Electrolux and Rainbow Vacuums
3 Spruce Avenue, Petersburg, WV 26847
or drop off at Country Cars & Trucks
304-257-8540 ¢ jimcrites@hotmail.com

Autobody Repair
and Painting

e
COUNTRY ROADS 105 Arlie Lane, Brandywine
(near Intersection of Rt. 33 & Sweedlin Valley Rd.)

304-249-2109
Hours: M-F 8 am. - § p.m.
Garrett Aumann, Owner

Over 25 Years Experience Allinsurances accepted

TRI-STATE MEMORIAL CO.

Piedmont, WV

L

Circleville, WV

Compare our prices and SAVE
Granite — Marble — Bronze
Memorials — Markers - Mausoleums
. L JARE Final Date Engraving Service
V= SR o SRS o Available - CALL TODAY
Home Consultations Available

EXPERT DESIGN AND SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP
Area Representative: Dave Sponaugle

1-800-924-6701

1-304-668-6716

TOP NOTCH TREE SERVICE

Locally Owned w/20+ Years Experience =i

Tree Removal is not a hobby
It’s our full-time business!
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*TREE REMOVAL/PRUNING
eBRrusH CLEARING LAND CLEARING
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Free Estimates! « Call Justin Will at 540-474-2222
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Wildcats Make the Climb at Highlands Invitational
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West Virginia high school golf’s unofficial “Opening Day” was held at Fisher Mountain for the nghlands InthatLonal

By Stephen Smoot

When first organized by then Wildcat head
golf coach, Charlie Burgoyne, the Highlands
Invitational Tournament was meant to serve
as an unofficial “opening day” for regional
high school golf.

In 2026, the tournament has likely proved
a launching pad for what current varsity
golf coach, Mike Eye, hopes will be another
standout season for the Pendleton County
squad.

“It was a really good day,” noted Eye, “I
am super excited for this team.”

This year, the high school team has 11
members, and the middle school seven. With
limitations on team size at some seasonal
tournaments, as well as regionals and states,
Eye had to form varsity and junior varsity
squads. When a school first has to do this,
Eye says, it means that “the program is re-
ally taking off.”

Formed under the tutelage of Burgoyne
and into the tenure of Eye, Wildcat golf has
grown in numbers and competitiveness, as
evidenced by the performance in their first
match of the year.

With seasonal heat and higher-than-aver-

age humidity, the teams took to the links at
1 p.m. last Thursday. While much of the rest
of Pendleton County got soaking rains and
thunder all afternoon, storms avoided the
course until after the final players finished
up their rounds.

Traditionally, the Highlands Invitational
invites a mixture of larger and smaller
schools. One Class AAAA school, University,
sent a team. Lewis County, Keyser, Frank-
fort, Hampshire, and Moorefield also sent
teams. Class A schools included the home-
standing Pendleton County, Tygarts Valley,
and Tucker County.

University, whom Eye stated has “great
golfers,” won the 18-hole tournament with
the lowest score of 311. Hampshire followed
with 333 and Lewis County 347.

Placing fourth was Pendleton County with
352, top Class A team in the field. Behind
the Wildcats were recent Class AAA golf
power Keyser with 361, Tygarts Valley at
372, Tucker County 384, Moorefield 395, and
Frankfort at 401.

Junior Dylan Eye topped the Wildcat tally
with a score of 82 with sophomore Landon
Davis right behind at 86. Eye called the two
his “1A and 1B” rather than first and second

on the squad, referring to them as “neck and
neck.” Though close in ability, Coach Eye
states that “they compete and work together
to try and prepare.”

“They are solid in ability, the mental side
of the game, and course management,” he
added.

Jacob Thompson, a freshman, held the
number one spot on last year’s middle school
team and third on the varsity this season.
Eye praised his “maturity” and his “nice
swing.” He scored a 95 in his first varsity
action. Hayden Kimble earned an 89 and
Kolby Kimble a 107. Jack Bennett rounds
off the varsity squad in the sixth position.

Having three players with scores in the
80s alone is a remarkable accomplishment
for a smaller school team with no seniors.

Coach Eye emphasized that as the season
progresses, junior varsity players can earn
their way into varsity competition. An app
called iWannamaker, which tallies 62 per-
cent of high school golf matches in the United
States, keeps precise data on scoring, even
down to difficulty of courses and holes. Like
Max Preps in other sports, iWannamaker
ranks players by this data. Eye shared that
he will use rankings from this service to

determine varsity and junior varsity as the
season progresses.

Junior varsity players will have a sepa-
rate schedule of matches in some instances
because, as Eye explained, a number of re-
gional teams have expanded to the point of
needing both squads.

The head coach credits the flourishing mid-
dle school program for the continual climb
of the high school these past few years. “It
shows when you play other schools that don’t
have middle school teams. You can see the
decline in quality of players they have.” He
explained that middle school teams teach
fundamentals of the game, advancing the
players in ability much earlier.

Eye also thanked the school system for the
addition of a middle school head coach and
assistant. Eye described the challenge when
he and Burgoyne tried to coach both, saying,
“We were spread too thin. We couldn’t coach
them the way we needed to.”

With the first match under their belt and
the second one at Snowshoe Mountain, Eye
is excited about the potential for the season
and after, saying, “It’s when, not if, we make
the state tournament this year.”

‘Who Does That Anymore? People in Franklin, WV, Do’

Dear Franklin, WV:

I had the good fortune to
be raised in a small town
called Portville, which
1s situated right on the
Pennsylvania border in

Expert

Auto Repalr

From an oil change
to an engine
overhaul, we have
all of your car care

needs covered.

All Work Guaranteed
Weritten Estimates

Bowers Garage &
Body Shop
Sugar Grove - 304-249-5154

Brandywine - 304-249-5900

“Serving the area for
more than 45 years”

the western end of New
York State. The population
of the village was around
nine hundred people and
another 3,500 lived in the
surrounding town of Port-
ville. Dodge Creek flowed
through the town and emp-
tied into the Allegany River
where we would catch carp
using strawberry dough-
balls of all things! My dad
was a teacher at the high
school and later served for
30 years as a magistrate
and judge for the village
and town. My mom was
a librarian for the Port-
ville Free Library on Main
Street for 30 years. We had
a single traffic light that
blinked after 8:00 p.m.
each evening. There was
the Park N’ Shop Service
Store for groceries and the
Portville Drive-In Theater
for our entertainment dur-
ing the summer months.
Regretfully, on a recent
trip back to my home-
town, I found so much
had changed. I came to
the realization that the
only connection I had left
there were the graves of
my parents and a brother
in Chestnut Hill Cemetery
found on the same street I

grew up on.

Twenty years ago, I
bought a small cabin in
Sugar Grove. Since then,
I have been spending time
in the Franklin area and
realized that I have a
new “adopted” hometown
thanks to the people and
places there. For instance,
just a few years ago, a tree
came down and ripped the
electric service completely
off my cabin. I was a bit
desperate since it was win-
tertime, so I grabbed the
pole and went to Potomac
Hardware in Franklin. Lo
and behold, Gabe and crew
rebuilt the entire mast
right on the floor of the
store...who does that any-
more? People in Franklin,
WYV that’s who.

I recently was given
several cases of pristine
hardcover books through
the estate of a good friend
who passed. I met Walt
Johnson at the Pendleton
County Library who was
eager to have the items for
the many book sales they
have each year. And the
“Friends of the Library”
volunteer group sorted
through twenty-six cases of
books...who does that any-

¥

5:00 pm.

x POMHS open HfOuse
AUgust 19, 2026, 3:30-6:00 pm

Come meet your teachers and visit school and
community resource tables. We will have a food

truck, DJ, free hair cuts, school supplies, and more. *
Freshmen Orientation will be in the Auditorium at \

more? People in Franklin,
WV, do.

Fast forward to just a few
weeks ago when I walked
into Pendleton County Out-
doors and met Jason and
company. Due to another
estate closing, I came into
possession of some black
powder rifles and turkey
hunting gear. I told him
I was not as interested
in selling these items if
he had a better idea for
putting them to good use.
Sure enough, Jason calls
a contact in the West Vir-
ginia Wild Turkey Fed-
eration who was elated to
have them for their annual
youth-focused outdoor edu-
cation events called Jun-
iors Acquiring Knowledge,
Ethics and Sportsmanship
(JAKES) Day. Jason want-
ed assurance that youth
from Pendleton County
would be the primary ben-
eficiaries of these donated
items, and he got it...who
does that anymore? People
in Franklin, WV, do.

This past week, a sweet
beagle-hound found me by
flagging my truck down on
Sugar Grove Road. After
numerous attempts to find
an owner in the vicinity, I
brought her to the Faith-
ful Friends Animal Clinic
with the good Bowers doc-
tors and their caring staff.
(I have yet to go by the
clinic without seeing dona-

tions for Pendleton Animal
Welfare Shelter (PAWS)
stacked on the porch...cat
litter and kitten food are al-
ways needed if interested).
We checked six-month old
“Suga” (since she found
me on Sugar Grove Road
and I have a friend who
calls everybody that...) for
any identifying marks or
chips, but to no avail. En-
ter Jason from PCO with
a lady named Danita on
his phone who specializes
in rehoming dogs. So, she
agrees to take Suga and
asks the Bowers doctors to
begin giving her vaccines
and other meds and put it
on her account. We ended
up splitting the bill, but
what a team effort with
Pendleton County Out-
doors, Faithful Friends
Animal Clinic, PAWS, and
Danita...who does all that
anymore? People in Frank-
lin, WV, do.

Some other reasons (but
not all) why Franklin is my
adopted hometown. How
about T & K Markets with
their selection and service?
Just like the “Park and
Shop” I grew up with, the
staffis always friendly and
willing to help. I was in the
store recently, and admir-
ing the fresh meat rack,
when a gentleman behind
me said, “If you don’t see
what you want, just press
that little button by the

Be Wise, Immunize: %

Vaccines are safe, effective, and they save lives.
Vaccination helps protect your child’s health.
Routine vaccinations during childhood help

*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

PENDLETON
Community Care, Inc.

door and I will get it for
you.” There was no doubt
of his sincerity...who does
that anymore? People in
Franklin, WV, do.

The Pendleton Times
is my favorite read of the
week. Stephen Smoot is a
gifted writer who gets a lot
of practice. His humor is
often couched in the report-
ing, which I find quite en-
tertaining. He is certainly
talented enough to join a
larger paper in a larger
market, yet we continue tc
enjoy him and his work...
who does that anymore?
People in Franklin, WV, do.

I sent my friends a pic-
ture of the front page
(above the fold) of The
Pendleton Times announc-
ing the opening of Warner’s
Drive-In for the summer.
They, like me, were treated
to some fond memories of
the Portville Drive-In we
grew up with. Now with
the foresight and the ex-
pansion of venues there, it
has become a community
staple like no other. Whc
does that anymore? People
in Franklin, WV, do.

I will wrap up this let-
ter by thanking the many
citizens of the Franklin,
WYV, area for filling the void
of a lost hometown with
kindness and acceptance
in finding a new one.

Greg Sullivan
Sugar Grove

IMMUNIZ E

prevent 14 diseases. When 90-95% of a community
is vaccinated for a disease, it is unlikely to spread.
Everyone 6 months and up should get a flu shot each year.
Talk to your provider today about the benefits of vaccines.

Franklin (304)358-2355 + Riverton (304)567-2101
Harman (304)227-4134
www.pccnfc.org
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Queen of TractorParade Wears Many Hats

Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

On Saturday, a little piece of “Americana” took place at the
village of Sugar Grove. Sixty-one registered tractors hummed
south to the South Fork Rescue Squad building for the 13th
annual tractor parade. Candy was thrown in abundance to the
delighted crowd along the roadway. This was followed by the
lawn party which was enjoyed by the crowd hailing from various
parts of the country...Florida, California, North Carolina, Mary-
land, Tennessee, and Virginia. The shower of rain following the
parade didn’t inhibit the crowd who stayed late into the night,
enjoying the food and music at the lawn party. This was a good
time of “catching up” with folks one seldom sees. All in all, the
night was a success. Another chapter was added to “Americana.”

Leading the tractor parade was the honor guard followed by
the queen. Rhonda Nash reigned as queen (in honor of her mom,
Helen Nash) for the parade. “Peachie,” as she is lovingly called,
smiled and waved regally as she headed the parade.

Born at Wise, Virginia, to Helen and the late Robert Nash,
she was one of five children. Her paternal grandfather had a
hunting cabin in the area, and it was here that the family came
for more than 60 years ago.

Rhonda attended the University of Mary Washington in
Virginia, specializing in drama and French. She took on the
challenge of doing mission work in Tanzania, East Africa, fol-
lowed by one year as the activity director to a nursing home in
Norton, Virginia.

She felt called to the ministry, and so she attended seminary
for three and one-half years. Church Campus Ministry was
truly for her, a ministry of 20 years. She also spent a year on
the mission field at Lae, Papua, New Guinea. It was there that
she worked with Martin Luther Seminary.

In 1999, her parents moved to the present home where she
and her mother live in Sugar Grove. However, it wasn’t until
November of 2011 that Rhonda joined them. They became
entrenched in the community lifestyle. Rhonda has “many
hats” which she wears to the various activities of which she is
involved. She attends St. Paul Independent Lutheran Church
and is involved in the Pendleton County Committee for the Arts
and Friends of the Library. She is a substitute teacher for the
county school system, works at the voting polls, and assists with
the local rescue squad’s activities. She and her late father are
well known for the Anna Lee candles which she sells at festivals.

Rhonda Nash reigns as queen of the 13th annual Sugar Grove
tractor parade.

Rhonda loves helping children with their various activities.
She always wears a smile and is willing to help wherever needed.
She presently cares for her mother, Helen Nash.

Rhonda deservedly earns the title, “Queen,” for this year’s
tractor parade. Congratulations, Rhonda!

Life’s little instructions include the following:

1. Try, for a little while, to walk in someone else’s shoes.

2. Communication breaks down barriers.

3. Talk things out.

4. See someone needing assistance? Step up to the plate and
help.

5. Be humble and kind.

A community is built on human connection. It forms when
people share common values, goals, or experiences that bring
them together. And that’s what took place this past Saturday
when the South Fork Rescue Squad and the Sugar Grove Lions
Club had the 13th tractor parade. It took many hands to bring
this to fruition...people helping people. That’s what makes Sugar
Grove’s community quite unique.

Quotes for the week are as follows:

“How quick time goes by, compared to when you were a kid.
Summer used to last forever. Now it’s twelve weeks.” — John
Goodman

“May you always have a shell in your pocket and sand in your

shoes.” — Unknown
“If nothing is going well, call your grandmother.” — Italian
Proverb

“The biggest lie in the world is the answer to the question,
“How are you?” — Brittany Howard

“Of all our sunny world, I wish only for a garden sofa where
a cat is sunning itself.” — Edith Sédergran

Sitting under an umbrella is the best place to be to hear the
“Talk of the Grove.”

On Saturday, Bob and Marti Fisher visited with Willard and
Judy Rader and enjoyed going to the tractor parade and the
lawn party.

Good to hear that Brenda Fisher and Jimmy Rexrode are at
home.

Storms have been raging in the area. Hope each motorist is
careful when motoring as trees are making hazardous driving.

Clickety-clacks for the chin wagers are as follows:

*Tractors were once powered by steam.

*John Deere, one of the most famous tractor brands, is over
180 years old.

*The fastest tractor in the world hit over 165 mph.

* A tractor can plough a field the size of a football pitch in
minutes.

* Tractor pulling is a competitive sport.

August birthdays include Dolly Rexrode and Philip Sim-
mons, ninth; Brandon Mitchell and Becky Rightsell, 11th; Doug
Simmons, Pat Godfrey, Sam Harper and C.J. Eckard, 12th;
Moni Harman and Katie George, 14th; Denise Neil and Bobby
Shanholtz, 15th; Lynn Nelson and Wanda Rexrode, 16th; Jeff
Simmons and Josh Owens, 17th; Rhonda Nash and Sheldon
Waggy, 18th; Helen Wimer and Trace Lambert, 19th; Donna
Brady, 20th; Logan McMillen and John Eye, 22th; Mike Jami-
son, 23rd; Kenny Simmons, Bret Reel and Anna Sevier Mitchell,
24th; Debbie Thompson, Greg Simmons, Pat Simmons, Jerry
Snyder and Lois Jean Riggleman, 25th; Isaiah Kobetic, 29th;
Lucy Shumaker, 30th; and Kathy Bowers, Kinsley Armstrong,
Brad Kile and Dianne McConnell, 31st.

Concerns are for Roger and Joan Ashley, Mercedes Aumann,
Dave Basagic, “Bo” Boggs, Jeff Craig, Stanley Dahmer, Isaac
Eye, Brenda Fisher, Carl Gant, Sue Hall, George Hamel, Clyde
Hamilton, Albert and Grace Hammer, Armanda Heavner, Starr
Hedrick, Keith Hoover, Mickey Huffman, Cynthia Hurry, Gary
Jamison, Mike and Lisa Jamison, the family and friends of
Ruthalene Judy, Tara Kelley, Stanley Kile, Keith Kimble, Lor1
Ann Lambert, Melissa Lambert, Skip and Roger Mallow, Yvonne
Marsh, Dottie Mitchell, Helen Nash, Willa Nelson, Ronald Pit-
senbarger, Alda Propst, the family and friends of Janis Propst,
Sheldon Propst, Jimmy Rexrode, the family and friends of Bernie
Sasscer, Margaret Sasscer, Robbie Sites, the family and friends
of Ann Wimer and Edwin Wimer.

Hartman Clan Gathers for Family Reunion

On July 25 and 26, family and friends of the late Isaac and
Lucy Vandevander Hartman gathered for a weekend full of fun
and making memories.

The weather was perfect for the hayride to start the reunion.
This year’s hayride went to the former lands of William P. Hart-
man, on which the family cemetery is located. The views of upper
Smith Creek from the high meadows are absolutely breathtak-
ing. The tractors were furnished and driven by Adam Hott and
Lynn Warner with the wagons on loan from Matt Pennybacker.
Hott also furnished the hay.

The blessing for the evening meal was given by Jennifer
Huffman Dudley. The meal, which is provided by the reunion,
consisted of hot dogs, pork, mac and cheese and Uncrustables.
Family members provided assigned side dishes. The meat was
prepared by Jasper, Josh, Jay and Jordan Hartman and Dar-
ren Hedrick.

Evening entertainment was provided by Mike Eye. Natalie
Chapman also provided a slide show with 350 pictures with
music of past reunions from 1947-2025.

The attendance on July 26 was 128.

On July 26, David Hartman gave the very emotional lunch
blessing. He also thanked everyone for all they have done to
help with the reunion.

Adam and Katie Hott furnished the covered wagon for the
main stage.

Rebecca Hedrick, family photographer, took pictures of first
and second cousins, also requested family pictures and candid
shots.

Cindy Hartman, family historian, reported family updates
for 2025-2026. There were eight marriages, 17 births, and three
deaths. Two of these deaths were grandchildren of Isaac and
Lucy Hartman.

Recognized from the direct line of Isaac and Lucy Hartman
that were present: Garry Simmons (oldest male first cousin, 88),
Barbara Harman (oldest female first cousin, 87), Henry Miles
Byers (youngest male, 10 months), Berkley Mae Roberts (young-
est female, 21 months), Bobby and Pat Bodkin (longest married,
58 years), Dakota and Autumn Roberts (shortest married, 13
months), and Rob and Latrisha Frye (traveling the farthest,
California). Hartman family reunion shirts, furnished by Joyce
Calhoun and Rebecca Hedrick, were given to those recognized.

Betty Kimble, vice president, announced about the importance
of getting younger family members on the committee with help
and ideas for future reunions.

Isaac Hartman purchased a double canopy with sides for the
reunion to be used over raffle tables.

Raffle winners were Briley Geltz - movie night basket with
games, Mountain Dew, and popcorn donated by Calhoun and
Rebecca Hedrick; James Smith - tall kerosene lamp donated by
Garry and Bonnie Simmons; James Smith - reunion shirt do-
nated by Kimble; Cortlyn Hartman - two small homemade cedar
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304-358-2574
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boxes donated by Christopher Hartman; Cortlyn Hartman - a
large homemade cedar box donated by Christopher Hartman;
Angie Rexrode - original large framed picture of Lucy Hartman
and four daughters donated by Rita Hevener; Carolina Kimble
- beauty basket donated by Betty and Carolina Kimble; Sydney
Carr Gillis - small lamp donated by Garry and Bonnie Simmons;
James Smith - small colorful lamp donated by Garry and Bonnie
Simmons; Paisley Price - $50 cash donated by anonymous; Lyle
Hartman - flashlight donated by Ronnie Kimble; Talia Ah Loe -
$100 cash donated by anonymous; Katie Hartman - maple syrup
made and donated by Isaac and Nicole Hartman; Liyle Hartman -
magnetic flashlight donated by Ronnie Kimble; Eric Frye - hover
ball donated by Chapman; Geltz and Jack Price - one each of
mystery dumpling donated by Latrisha Frye and Chapman;
Paisley Price, Braxton Kimble, and Jana Hartman - one each of
Needoh donated by Rick Moyers; Cortlyn Hartman - wildflower
Scentsy warmer donated by Betty Kimble; Lundquist - country
sunshine Scentsy warmer donated by Betty Kimble; Stephanie
Ashcraft - Eeyore Scentsy buddy donated by Betty Kimble;
Geltz - Sebastion Scentsy warmer donated by Betty Kimble;
Rosie Lundquist - unicorn Scentsy warmer donated by Betty
Kimble; Barbra Harman - Thirty One bag with goodies donated
by Betty Kimble; Ronnie Kimble - American flag wreath made
and donated by Harry and Tom’s family; Carla Hartman - knot
bee blanket made and donated by Jodi Miller; Bryer Wood - knot
football blanket made and donated by Jodi Miller; and Lori
Landis-quilt made and donated by Diana Crawford.

Treasures in the hay were provided for children ages 3-7 and
8-12. The items were furnished by Perry and Linda Simmons.

Cake walk without the cake, eight boxes with six each of Strites
donuts was donated by Steven and Diana Crawford and won
by Geltz, Jon Lundquist, Chapman, Eve Hott, Daisy Hartman,
Tyler Lundquist, Tiffany Ah Loe and Christopher Hartman.

Water balloon toss for chil- S G B
dren 12 and under winners UGAR GROVE DUILDERS
Sugar Grove, WV

were Talia Ah Loe and Carly
*Roofing

Hartman. Adult balloon toss
winners were Spencer Hart-
man and Dusty Smith.

Egg toss for 12 and under
winners were Maggie Murray
and Eve Hott. Adult egg toss
winners were Spencer Hart-
man and Dusty Smith. A box
of candies and one dollar gold

eGarages
Jeremy Swartzentruber

304-249-1584
WV 060843
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Don't Forget

Daure Fill

*Residential and Commercial
New Construction -Remodeling
‘No job too large or small”

Jay Nesselrodt, General Contractor

304-668-2172

License #057375

92" Annual

Alt & Kimble Reumon

Sunday, August 23

Old Judy Church
Rt. 220 - Grant/Pendleton Co. Line
Morning Church Service - 10:30 a.m.
by Kristy Kimble
Guest Speaker: WV Senator Randy Smith
Afternoon Music by “Perry and Sean Kamp Band”

s .
jce Creat™ RefreshmeT | prizes
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Everyone Welcome!

coin, donated by Betty Kimble,
was given to each winner on
the balloon and egg tosses.
Reunion attendance for July
26 was 175.
The next reunion is sched-
uled for July 24 and 25, 2027.

Last Movie
for the Season

SPIDER-MAN.
BRAND NEW
DAY

AUG. 14/10

RATED PG-13

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

FRIDAY, AUGuUST 14
Baked Steak w/Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Peas & Carrots
Melon
Butterscotch Pudding
MonNbAY, AucusTt 17
Ham
Baked Sweet Potato
Spinach, Pineapple
TuEsSDAY, AuGusT 18
Pecan Crusted Tilapia

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19
Steak & Cheese Sub
w/Peppers, onions,

Lettuce & Tomato
French Fries
Fresh Fruit Salad
THURSDAY, AUGUST 20
Pepperoni & Sausage
Pizza
Corn, Applesauce
Peanut Butter Lasagna

Meal times are from 11:45
to 12:45. All meals served
with 2% milk & a bread.
Reserve your meals.
Reservations served first.

304-358-2421

Menus are subject to change.

Brown Rice
California Blend Kms 4 & “““Eﬂ
Vegetables FREE
Grapes

AGES5-11-$4
Ages 12 & Older - $8
Movie Starts at Dusk

Saturday
Entertainment

Starlight Stage
1p.m.

Snack Bar Opens at 6 p.m.
Carryouts are welcome
Keep up-to-date at
WarnersDrivelnWV.org
or Facebook.com/WarnersDrivelnWV

3169 Petersburg Pike, Franklin, WV

\"-

ASBURY'S ° BQEK =

— AT THE CAVERNS —
Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

Cookout in Parking Lot |/¢_ Event

Saturday, August 22

Noon - 4 p.m.
*Cash Menu*
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Pork BBQ,
Watermelon, Ice Cream, Snow Cones
*FREE Activities®
*Corn Hole *Horseshoes *Basketball =
*Disc Golf *Volleyball *Snow Cones
*Giant Slip and Slide <

°Free School Supplies (while supplies Iast)
*And More!

CHoOL>

—

s

4
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Buy, Sell or Trade! Place Your Ad Today.

CLASSIFIED BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICAL
’ MALLOW
Aumann's
Custom Auto ELECTRIC’ LLC
o Custom Paint Mixing *Residential
e Complete Body Work *Commercial —k\“{
e Frame Straightening . «Standby }\ ~
L /
Generators
304-668-9885
304-358-7515
Brandon Mallow
Licensed and Insured WV057572

FUEL

OPEN Monday - Friday 8-5

358-7758

53 Mill Road ~ Franklin

-
j—
PROPANE PROMISE.

* Automatic Fill Plan

M * Budget Payment Plan
* Small Tanks Filled
J&L’s RECONDITIONING * Heating Systems - Sales
«Detail Vehicles
«Steam Clean ervice Heatline
1-800-287-
Carpets & 7-3494
Furniture i MATHESON
«Contract Cleaning % VALLEY

ask. . .The Gas Professionals

Joyce Moates, owner 1256 Mountaineer Dr.

304-249-5480 Franklin, WV
BB Accredited STORAGE SPACE
CONTRACTORS QY
STORAGE

DEN

Storage Units

LLC

JERRY L. LAMBERT

Construction, LLC

*Stick Built Homes 5x10, 10x10, 10x15, 10x20
*Additions & Garages oLl
- 24-Hour Accessibility

Call 304-358-3514

6.7 MILES SOUTH OF BRANDYWINE
ON RouTte 21 IN SuGar Grove, WV

just south of Navy Base

*Remodeling & Repairs
*Replacement Windows
1-304-668-4161
1-304-358-2500

WV 027848
Storage Spaces
HEATING/COOLING Available Now
Spaces for Vehicles
Also Available

call
Julie VanMeter

HEATING, COOLING
& SERVICES

at
304-358-7492
(after 6 o’clock)
Very Reasonable Prices

wvos1083
Josh Owens, owner
Brandywine, WV
Heil Dealer
Service & Installation

Heat Pumps, Oil & Propane
Furnaces & Commercial Refrigeration Units

304.249.5420 304.668.9616

E-2EE
SELF STORAGE

Glover Dr. - Franklin

304-358-3651

Inside Units
7x10

10x20

OUNTAIN.

Heating & Cooling L.L.C.

Franklin
eInstallations

eCustom Duct Work

*Service on All Brands

TNT SeELF STORAGE
Upper Tract

Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

04-257-1421
Here Today and e %Z g
Here To Stay 304-703-3054
Tyler Scheibner New Seir S T
EW OSELF OTORAGE UNITS
304-668-9296 £X10 * 10X10
License # WV 062818 10X20

Golf: Hole-in-One...

Few individual accomplishments in
sports may be more coveted than
sinking a hole-in-one on the golf
course. Golfers from all walks of life may not
want to hold their breath hoping to accomplish
that feat the next time they hit the links.

Accor‘dinﬁ to the National Hole-in-One
Registry, the odds of the average player making
a hole-in-one are 12,500 to 1. The registry cites
the odds of a pro accomplishing the feat as
3,000 to 1.

Golfers who like to play in foursomes should
know that their odds of sinking a hole-in-one if
someone in their group has already done so are
especially long. According to the registry, the
chances of two players from the same foursome
sinking a hole-in-one are 17 million to 1.

YARD SALES

YARD SALE Sat-
urday, August 15,
from 8:30 to 1:00, 121
Upper Timber Ridge
Road, Circleville.
Lots of clothes, house-
hold items, holiday
decorations, jewelry,
quilting supplies, fab-
ric, artwork. Rain or
Shine 1c

FOR RENT

BISSELL CARPET
Shampooer for rent.
Bowman’s Do It Best.
Call 304-358-2303.

o 11-7-tfn

WANTED

*PAINTING*
36 years experience:
Houses, Barns, Roofs,
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House
Roofs, Log Homes,
etc. Call Ronnie
Kimble, 358-7208

WV03545. 3/5-10/29p

LEGAL
ADVERTISEMENT

Annual Public Meeting
Notice
2026

The Emergency Planning
and Community Right-to-
Know Act requires Public
Notice at least once annu-
ally informing the public of
the means to access infor-
mation about Hazardous
substances that are manu-
factured, stored, and used
within their community.
The Pendleton County Lo-
cal Emergency Planning
Committee is hereby giving
notice that any member of
the public who wishes to
review the Emergency
Response Plan, Material
Safety Data Sheets, Haz-
ardous Chemicals Invento-
ry Forms, and/or informa-
tion concerning meetings,
including notices, agendas,
and minutes may do so at
the Pendleton County Gov-
ernment Service Center,
81 Evick Dr., Suite 313C,
Franklin, WV 26807 on
Thursday, August 27, 2026
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

8-13-2c

Advertisement and
Expression of Interest

For Architectural/
Engineering Services

Pursuant to W.Va. Code
§5G-1-3, The Pendleton
County Board of Education
is requesting Statements of
Qualifications (SOQs) from
qualified firms to provide
Architectural/Engineering
(A/E) design and construc-
tion administration serv-
ices for HVAC and Roof
Replacement for Brandy-
wine Elementary School
and FY27 SBA NEEDS
Projects, which are projects
funded by the School Build-
ing Authority of West Vir-
ginia (SBA). In addition,
this SOQ will include an

“open-end” agreement for a
period of three (3) years for
other A/E services needed
throughout Pendleton
County.

Qualified firms are invited
to contact Nicole Hevener
at  nhevener@kl12.wv.us
or 304-358-2207 at the
Pendleton County Board of
Education Office to obtain
a copy of the Statement of
Qualification and submis-
sion requirements.

Statements of Qualifica-
tion must be received no
later than 2:00 p.m. local
prevailing time on August
27, 2026, at the Adminis-
trative Office of Pendleton
County Schools, 125 N.
Main Street, Franklin, WV
26807. In accordance with
the requirements of WV
Code 5G-1-3, these state-
ments will be evaluated,
and the county will con-
duct discussions/interview
with at least three firms
which are deemed to be
the most highly qualified
to provide the services re-
quired.

The Pendleton County
Board of Education re-
serves the right to reject
any and/or all statements
from interested firms and
to make the award in any
manner deemed to be in its
best interest in accordance
with WV Code 5G-1-3.

Nicole Hevener
Superintendent of Schools

Pendleton County Schools
8-13-2¢

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

IN THE FAMILY COURT
OF Pendleton COUNTY,
WEST VIRIGNIA

IN RE: THE CHANGE OF
NAME OF Jenny Harper
Walls to Jenny Lynn Harp-
er

FAMILY COURT CASE
NO.: 26-P-11

NOTICE OF APPLICA-
TION OF CHANGE OF
NAME:

Notice is hereby given
that on the 15th day of Sep-
tember, 2026, at the hour
of 10:30 a.m., or as soon
thereafter as this matter
may be heard, Jenny Harp-
er Walls will apply by Peti-
tion to the Family Court of
Pendleton County, WV, at
the Courthouse therefore
in the City of Franklin for
the entry of an Order by
said Court changing the
name from Jenny Harper
Walls to Jenny Lynn Harp-
er. Any person who has an
objection to the change of
said name for any reason
may appear at the time
and place set forth above
and shall be heard in oppo-
sition to such change.

Given under my hand
this 22nd day of July, 2026.

Jenny Harper Walls

PETITIONER

60 Valley View Ln

Brandywine, WV 26802
8-6-2¢

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration
of the following estates
is pending in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the
County Commission of
Pendleton County, West
Virginia, 100 S. Main
Street, P. O. Box 1167,
Franklin, West Virginia
26807. The names of the
personal representatives
are set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED
THAT:

All persons on whom
this notice is served who
have objections that
challenge the validity
of the will, the qualifi-
cations of the personal
representative, venue, or
jurisdiction of this Com-
mission are required
to file their objections
with this Commission
WITHIN SIXTY DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE
OR THIRTY DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF THE NOTICE,
whichever is later.

All creditors of the
decedent(s) and other
persons having claims
or demands against de-
cedent’s estate(s) must
file their claims with
this Commission WITH-
IN SIXTY DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DE-
MANDS AND OBJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED
WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.

The date of the first
publication of this No-
tice is August 6, 2026.
Deadline for claims is
October 5, 2026.

Judy Ellen Bland Estate
- Ray Douglas Bland,
Executor;

Barbara Ellen Frank
Estate - Bradley Kim-
ble, Sheriff of Pendleton
County, Administrator;
Genavee C. Wimer Estate
- Debra K. Hartman &
Sharon Sue Hottinger,
Co-Executrixes;

Elwood Preston Harman
Estate — Michael B. Har-
man, Administrator;
Marlene Laverne Har-
man Estate — Michael B.
Harman, Administrator;
William P. Thorn Estate
-Brenda Thorn, Execu-
trix;

Clyde A. Barkley Estate
- Wanda E. Townsend,
Executrix;

Deborah Ann Hanna Es-
tate - Amber Hanna,
Administratrix.

Subscribed and sworn
to before me on August
3, 2026.

Elise M. White, Clerk of
the Pendleton County

Commission 8-6-2¢
KY"R .
St J/e
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Tariff Form No. 8-C
(Tariff Rule 14.2 et seq. (Historical Rule 30-C))
Case No. 26-0703-G-30C

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES UPON APPLICATION

NOTICE is hereby given that MOUNTAINEER GAS COMPANY, a public utility,
has filed with the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA, an ap-
plication containing increased rates, tolls and charges for furnishing natural gas
service to approximately 218,000 customers at various locations in the Counties
of Barbour, Berkeley, Boone, Braxton, Brooke, Cabell, Calhoun, Clay, Doddridge,
Fayette, Gilmer, Grant, Greenbrier, Hancock, Hardy, Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson,
Kanawha, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Marion, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, Mercer,
Mineral, Mingo, Monongalia, Monroe, Morgan, Nicholas, Ohio, Pendleton, Pres-
ton, Putnam, Raleigh, Randolph, Ritchie, Roane, Summers, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur,
Wayne, Wetzel, Wirt, Wood, and Wyoming.

The proposed changes in rates and charges will become effective November 1, 2026,
unless otherwise ordered by the Public Service Commission, and will increase rev-
enue approximately $3,051,865 annually, an increase of approximately 1.9%. The
average monthly bill for the various classes of customers of MOUNTAINEER GAS
COMPANY who purchase their gas from MOUNTAINEER GAS COMPANY will be
changed as follows:

INCREASE INCREASE
Residential $ 0.86 0.91%
Commercial $  4.29 1.12%
Industrial $ 35.60 0.64%
Resale $ 101.65 1.50%

Proposed PGA rates for each Mountaineer rate schedule, which include Busi-
ness and Occupation Tax, are as follows:

Rate Schedule Present Proposed Increase $ Increase %
RS $ 3.960 $ 4.049 $ 0.089 2.25%
RS Demand $ 20.59 $ 20.91 $ 0.320 1.55%
GS $ 7.381 $ 7.534 $ 0.143 1.93%
LGS $ 3.960 $ 4.049 $ 0.089 2.25%
wSs $ 7.074 $ 7.211 $ 0.137 1.91%
IS $ 3.960 $ 4.049 $ 0.089 2.25%
LIS $ 3.960 $ 4.049 $ 0.089 2.25%

Resale customers of MOUNTAINEER GAS COMPANY include Canaan Valley Gas
Company, Cardinal Natural Gas Company, Hope Gas, Inc., and City of Philippi.

The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class.
Each class may receive an increase greater or less than stated here. Individual cus-
tomers may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore,
the requested increased rates and charges are only a proposal and are subject to
change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission in its review of
this filing.

This filing also contains proposed changes to MOUNTAINEER GAS COMPANY’S
rate components for customers that purchase their gas from an alternative sup-
plier/marketer and purchase only transportation services including MDFQ, Storage
Balancing Fee, Firm Standby Fee, and Fuel Retention Percentage from MOUN-
TAINEER GAS COMPANY. These transportation service rates are applicable to
customers that voluntarily elect to subscribe to transportation service. The pro-
posed changes to the rate components are as follows:

Rate Component Present Proposed Increase $ Increase %
MDFQ $ 15.861 $ 16.112 $ 0.251 1.58%
Storage Balancing Fee ~ $ 0.609 $ 0.625 $ 0.016 2.63%
Firm Standby Fee $ 2.648 $ 2.684 $ 0.036 1.36%
Fuel Retention 4.00% 4.00% N/A 0.00%

Any change in rates and charges will not become effective until authorized and ap-
proved by the Public Service Commission. If a hearing is conducted, notice will be
given of the time and place of hearing.

A complete copy of the proposed rates, as well as a representative of the Company
to provide any information requested concerning it, is available to all customers,
prospective customers, or their agents at the following offices of the Company:

Mountaineer Gas Company Office
* 501 56th Street SE, Charleston, West Virginia 25304.

A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the office of the
Executive Secretary of the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION at 201 Brooks Street,
Charleston, West Virginia.

The Rule 30-C procedure is designed to provide a procedure for changing rates
charged to customers by natural gas distribution utilities based exclusively on the
cost of purchased gas. Consequently, protest should be limited to the reasonable-
ness of such costs and the method by which they are calculated. Anyone desir-
ing to protest or intervene should file a written protest or notice of intervention
within twenty-five (25) days following the date of this publication unless otherwise
modified by Commission order. Failure to timely intervene can affect your rights to
protest any rate adjustments and to participate in future proceedings. Requests to
intervene must comply with the Commission’s rules on intervention set forth in the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. All interventions must be mailed
or hand-delivered and be addressed to Executive Secretary, Public Service Commis-
sion of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, WV 25323. Protests may be filed
online through the Commission website using the “Submit a Comment” link or may
be mailed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Virginia,
P.O. Box 812, Charleston, WV 25323.

Check Out Our Website
Pendletontimes.com

8-6-2¢
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‘Lightning Bugs’ Flee Cities for Dark Skies Zones, Bringing Tourists to See the Show

By Stephen Smoot

For more than a decade, most new lighting for structures
and also automobiles has come from light emitting diodes, or
LED lighting. LED lighting comes recommended for provid-
ing more light at a more energy-efficient rate.

It also seems to have come at the cost of many areas los-
ing out on the early summer tradition of lightning bug, or
firefly, watching.

Three years ago, the California Department of Trans-
portation and the University of California at Los Angeles
conducted a joint study on the effects of LED lighting on
animals, including bioluminescent species such as lightning
bugs. Studies have shown in the past several years that
increasing nighttime artificial lighting disrupts communi-
cation and mating patterns, driving populations away from
cities and suburban areas.

The little bugs whose rear ends light up to the delight of

61 Chestnut St.,

Franklin, WV 26807

Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714

Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283 =
Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982 Angie Nelson - 304-358-2524
NEW LISTING - DRY RUN - FRANKLIN DISTRICT - 6.01 acres w/3 BR,
2 BA ftrailer, excellent condition, w/deck, swimming pool, washer, dryer,
refrig., public water, metal roof, out bldg., new 35x36 metal shop w/heat
and air, good hunting, views, private. $198,000.
BRANDYWINE - 3-4 BR, 2 B
ion, creek, on 2.01 ac.$299;9

FRANKLIN - 2 BR, 1 BA Lindel wood siding home on 2.26 acres. $+86;666
$476,666 $160,000.

ERANKLIN - 4 BR, 2 BA, 2 story Pre-Civil War home with basement in
town. 2 apartments, detached. Paved parking area. $310,000.

SMOKE HOLE - 13.93 +/- ac., adjoining National Forest, 2 story cabin, 3
rental cabins, 2 ponds. $849;866 $749,000 or best offer.

OLD

DOMINION
REALTY.

Built on Integrity

A

AL PRyilt-in-garage, 20'x40" pavil-
nder Conte

children of all ages do so with two purposes in mind. First
and foremost, the blinking of their bright behinds creates
patterns that attract mates. Fireflies also warn each other
of danger, but also signal to potential predators to back off.
To those who might eat them, a firefly’s blood is both toxic
and noxious tasting.

Interestingly enough, one species of fireflies cannot create
its own light producing substance so it eats the species that
can do so to absorb those substances from them.

The United States hosts a surprising, perhaps even bewil-
dering, diversity of species of insects whose rear ends light
up on warm summer nights. More than 150 bioluminescent
bugs are known to live in the United States. In some areas,
they refer to these creatures generally as “fireflies.” Many
West Virginians and others in the Eastern United States
prefer the term “lightning bugs.”

For much of the past 100 years, people have steadily
expanded the capacity of artificial light to mitigate the
darkness, but only in the past 20 years have LED lights
emerged as more powerful, yet also less power consuming,
alternatives to traditional lighting.

Avalon Owens, a Harvard University researcher, wrote
that “bioluminescent firefly beetles have a complex relation-
ship to light.” She adds that
“Like many other nocturnal
insects, adult fireflies use
circadian changes in the in-
tensity and spectra of ambi-
ent light to time their nightly

Show Kids
You Care

“Be

courtship activities.”

Owens adds that when these insects encounter more
intense areas of artificial light at night (called ALAN by
experts), it affects their abilities to use their natural light
to signal potential mates or to also warn of danger. Popula-
tions of fireflies near cities may be dwindling from the effect.
“Cold” LED lighting, such as blues or violets, negatively
affects these insects the most.

Lightning bugs, for many, come with memories of child-
hood. For generations, kids poked holes in the lids of jars,
dropped grass or leaves inside, and then raced off to find
some luminescent insects to place inside for observation.

According to the Oregon-based Xerces Society for Inver-
tebrate Conservation, many will travel to enjoy the quiet
spectacle of lightning bugs blinking on and off at dusk. They
state that “firefly tourism is a quickly growing industry in
the U.S. (and) can be a boon to local economies and help more
people to experience the wonder of fireflies.”

Krista Noe, an ecologist with the West Virginia Division
of Natural Resources, told West Virginia Explorer that
“West Virginia’s kind of been a haven” for lightning bug
populations. Although light pollution has increased in the
Mountain State somewhat, it has not done so at the same
rate as other neighboring states.

West Virginia has 33 known species of lightning bugs
with one, the Potomac Firefly, native to the South Branch
River watershed. Noe wrote that “the Potomac firefly is
associated with cobble-shores that have lots of saplings
and driftwood along major rivers.” The state attracts

honest.”

Brought to you by
Pendleton County Partners in
Prevention Team and
Search Institute

13869 Mountaineer Dr., Riverton

TRUCKS

PASSENGER VEHICLES

2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR SPORT 4X4, V-6, auto., Idd., white, 89K miles

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

304-567-2999 « 1-540-246-2999

Pictures and Full Description of ALL Our Inventory
Online at teddavisautosales.com

GREAT FINANCING RATES NOw AVAILABLE

2026 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4, 5.3 V-8, auto., 1dd., white, only 300 miles......
2024 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB S/BED 4X4, 5.3 liter V-8, auto.,
2024 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4 “BIGHORN EDITION,” Cummins diesel, auto., 1dd., white, S8K miles
........................... SPECIAL $48;506 $46,500
2023 FORD F-550 CREW CAB LARIAT 4X4, 7.3 gas V-8, auto., 1dd., burgundy, only 2K miles, new cond. .......c..c.coccourueeue $69,500
2021 FORD F-750 CREW CAB & CHASSIS, 6.7 dsl., auto., 1dd., air brakes, etc., white, 109K miles
2020 FORD F-550 4X4 BUCKET TRUCK, 7.3 litter gas V-8, auto., 1dd., white, only 40,000 miles...........
2020 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SHORTBED 4X4, XLT sport pkg. 2.7 V-6, auto., ldd., silver, 118K miles...

2006 FORD F-250 CREW CAB S/BED LARIAT 4X4, 6.0 diesel, auto., Idd., wht/tan, 223K miles....
2005 FORD F-350 4X4 KING RANCH DUALLY, 6.0 diesel, auto., Idd., white & tan, only 60K miles
2003 FORD F-550 REG CAB 4X4 FIRE TRUCK, 6.0 diesel, auto., red, 1dd w/accessories, only 45K miles

2020 SUBARU OUTBACK AWD WAGON, 2.5 liter, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., olive green, 114K miles ..
2019 INFINITI QX60 LUXE AWD, V-6, auto., Idd., pearl white, 94K miles...................
2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT “SPORT PKG” AWD, 2.3 4-cyl., auto., Idd., dark cherry, 115Kmiles, very sharp

........................... SPECIAL $18;966 $17,900
2017 FORD EXPEDITION XLT 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost V-6, auto., 1dd., pearl white, 142K highway miles ..........c.ccccoecrerninnne $16,900

............................ SPECIAL $19;560 $17,900

2017 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., Idd., copper color, 118K miles, sharp ..
2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., Idd., white, 124K miles.......................

............................................................ $12,900

1dd., 42K miles, white Modern Woodmen of

140 years ago to clear

financial burdens — not

2020 FORD F-150 SUPERCAB 6-1/2 FT BED 4X4, 5.0 liter V-8. auto., 1dd., black, 90K miles..................... ....$24,900 trees. You could say WEIE
2019 NISSAN FRONTIER CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4, 4.0 liter V-6, auto., 1dd., charcoal, 92K miles...........c.cccvreurnen. $19,500 ; e

2018 FORD F-250 S/CAB LONGBED 4X4, 6.7 diesel, auto., air, etc., white, 275K VDOT highway miles...........oocororoorr.. $21,900 pioneers for life: a fraternal
2008 FORD F-550 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, w/ mechanic’s crane and auger, 6.4 dsl., auto., air, etc. ......... SPECIAL $265968 $19,500 financial services

$16,500
$39,500

SPECIAL $49;566 $44;560 $39,500

$49,500

2025 FORD BRONCO 4-DR “BADLANDS SASQUATCH PKG.,” V-6, auto., 1dd., blue, only 6K miles, 72K new

2022 KIA SORENTO AWD PREMIUM EDITION, 2.5 liter, 4-cyl., auto., Idd., light gray, 92K miles ...........cccecvreevririrerrnene $23,500 Life insurance

2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premium Pkg.,” 1dd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles Retirement planning
............................................................................................................................................. SPECIAL $19;966 $17,900

2021 JEEP WRANGLER 2-DR HARDTOP “80TH ANNIVERSARY PKG.,” V-6, auto., dd., orange, 64K miles ............... $24,900 Financial services

2021 KIA SELTOS PREMIUM PKG., AWD, 4-cyl., auto., 1dd., bronze, 104K miles, €X. cond. ..........ccceecereinerinerinenincnnnens $16,500 Member programs

2021 LINCOLN CORSAIR AWD SUYV, 4-cyl., auto., Idd., silver, 82K miles, very sharp............ $24;960 $22,500

...SPECIAL $19;568 $17,500

SPECIAL $18;960 $17,900
$14,900

REA!(TV, INC.

39 Maple Ave
PO Box 999

EQUAL HOUSING

sugargrovewv. com
304.358.3332/3337 304.358.3334 (fax)

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.

) Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent 304.668.1050
Franklin, WV 26807 Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWYV.COM

America was founded over

organization built to help
families throughout life.

Conventional

SGR422A 1.891 Acres, w/3,637 sq. ft., 3 Bed, 3 Bath Brick SGR400A 5 Bed, 3 Bath home located in Franklin District
home located in Franklin Corp. LP Furnace, Heat Pump & on 2.5 acres offers privacy in peaceful, wooded surround-
Baseboard Electric. Public water & sewer. Barn, Camper ings while being near schools and all town amenities. At-
tached 2 car garage, partially finished basement, fenced
SGR416A 5.12 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Spa- Yard, Heat Pump & Central AC, 3 Fireplaces, Well, Septic
cious Loft area. Cistern, Septic, Shed. New Metal Roof, and Water Filtration system. $549;666-66 REDUCED
New Sliding Door, Newly Sealed Deck. Access to 9 acre $525,000.00
Common Area. Located Kile Knob Subdivision, Franklin SGR393A 14.5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin with very ef-
District. $239,000.00 ficient use of space. Located on Dry Run Rd. 1900 gallon
SGR413A 3.0 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Loft. Off grid, Cistern. Wood & Electric Heat. $249;666:66 REDUCED
Solar, generator. Access to 9 acre Common Area. Located $239,000.00
i ivisi in Distri SGR392A Custom Canadian White Cedar Log Home.
SGR412A 5.69 Acres, w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, built in 4 Bed, 2Bath, 3,088 sq. ft. Cabin on 119.45 acres located
2010. Loft for over s i i -‘4800 Gallon in Hidden Valley. Red Oak and Mexican Tile flooring. Two
Cistern, Wa me Outbuilding, Car Garage & partial basement. Mature plants and trees.
Wood Shed. Very well maintained. Located in Dry Run Some Restrictions apply. Franklin District. $949;666-60
area. Shared ROW. Franklin District, Pendleton Cty. $899:866:66 REDUCED $849,000.00
$180,000.00 SGR385A 11.54 Acres w/3+ Bed, 3 Bath Cabin located

SGR410A 1492 Dice Warner Road, Circleville, 3 Bed, 2 in Buck Ridge m » Deck, Stone
Bath, log si(@mkg m @“’Pf Gap, gor- Patio, Prirufy] . r&éﬁ@@ﬁmm, Tile, Float-
geous mountdi < § m FDropane heat/AC ing Linoleum flooring. Lots of natural light, Metal Roof,

and a forced air wood furnace. House being sold “AS-IS.” Board and Batten Exterior. 3080 assessed sq ft. Very well
$249,900.00 maintained. $325,000.00

SGR409A 0.04 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home located SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar
on 18 Spruce St., Franklin Corp. New Hot water heater powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting
w/expansion tank, New stainless steel appliances, New Range, Excellent Hunting, Franklin District. 5
guttering system, Cement driveway, Hard wired Ring

cameras with motion lights. Mini-Splits and new window SGR382B 35 Acres_Str: I a. Year-Round
installation in 2021. $175,000.00.  Spring. mmﬁbﬁ&%m Hunting. Life
E 3 F in District. $169,000.00

SGR408A 7.88 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Log Siding Cabin,

Fully & Tastefully Furnished, Large Decks, Full Finished SGR380A Buildmz Acres, Lot #3, Dry Run Rd,
basement, Screened in Porch, Spring Water. Higher clear- Sharps Ridge, ir=District. Electric nearby. NEW
ance vehicle recommended. Buck Ridges Development. LISTING $39,000.00

S Restricti $285.000.00

SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath
SGR407A 8.26 acre Off Grid, one room cabin on Kile Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove
Knob. Solar panelﬁ%@otic. Cistern water. Property & lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern
joins 9.48 acres K Common area. Hiking trails. Water Source. NEW LISTING $299;666-66 REDUCED
Gated. $189,000.00 $270,000.00
SGR406A World Class View at 3017 ft, overlooking beau- SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2
tiful Germany Valley & Spruce Knob. Located in Seneca car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by
Lookout Development. 70.00 Acres w/2 Bed, 2.5 Bath 1.5 Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah
Story Log Cabin. Baseboard Elec & Wood Heat, Well, Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round
i ildi i i spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg.

SGR404A CABIN W/CAVE ACCESS! 5 Acres w/1 Bed,

2.5 Bath Log Siding Cabin, Loft sleeping area, Primary SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants

bdrm has accessgalisvﬁe balcony. Fully furnished. & Restrictions. Nice View. $89,900.00

Laundry on main "tepfing water, Septic. Sleeps 6 SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at

people. Buck Ridges Development. Some Restrictions. the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property
$320;060-60

Preapproval required and Cave Entry Waiver must be agjoins neighboring motel. $425;666-66

, g REDUCED $219,000.00
SGR403A 15.38 Acres, w/4-6 Bed, 2 Bath Contemporary §GR056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-

Home. Make it your Residence or it would make a great round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3

Retreat Center. Great views, surrounded by mountain mjles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue
ranges. Double Kitchen, dual W/D Hookups, 2 Heat f 9

Pumps, 37KW Generac backup generator, Spacious

workshop/garage. Large Spring Fed Pond. Franklin
Qi.SlLi.Qt_Ee.D.dJ.elQDQ)L_gQ29 000.00

SGR402A 0.62 Acres w/3 Bed, 1.5 Bath Ranch Home
located in Upper Tract, WV. Brick exterior, Metal Roof,
Carport, Unfinished Basement, Septic, Public Water. Nice

SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective
covenants and restrictions. OaK Flat Estates near Bran-

SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.

level lot. Mill Run District, Pendleton Cty. $269;0660-60
REDUCED $229,00000..
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USDA

FHA

Home Equity
Line of Credit

both northern and southern
oriented species, which gives
West Virginia an unusually
rich bounty for researchers
and enthusiasts.

And enthusiasts do come
to West Virginia to scope out
the different species, much
like some enjoy the habit of
bird watching and marking
down species seen.

Watoga State Park in Po-
cahontas County hosts one
of the most sought-after spe-
cies of synchronous lightning
bugs. In this site and almost
nowhere else, one can see an
entire field of lightning bugs
light up at the same time.
For those who travel to see
them, this represents a truly
dazzling display of dynamic
nature. The park also hosts
special hikes during their
peak month of June to see
the light show.

While Watoga State Park
has international dark skies
recognition, other sites in
the state meet almost all of
the same criteria. Spruce
Knob, Dolly Sods, and other
remote locations far from
city lights may also boast
similarly spectacular dis-

plays.

—
Modern %7,

Woodmen

FRATERNAL FINANCIAL

Modern Woodmen of
America

Steven Barnett

FIC

39 Maple Avenue
Franklin, WV 26807
( 304-607-7818
reps.modernwood
men.org/sbarnett

New Horizon Bank

Purchase or refinance on your
horizon?

www.newhorizonbank.com

VA
Portfolio

Residential Land

Home Equity Loan

Tonia Minor

804-323-4738
tminor@newhorizonbank.com
NMLS ID: 469746

=)

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Member

FDIC

New Horizon Bank NMLS ID: 477597
Products are subject to approval. Program terms and
conditions are subject to change without notice.

Other restrictions and limitations may apply.




