
Community Banks Show that 
Banking Should Begin at Home

By Stephen Smoot

An old and very true maxim teaches that 
“charity begins at home.” In the American 
financial system, it should be just as com-
monly recognized that banking should 
also start at home, in the communities of 
the people they serve.

“The community bank model is very 
unique” noted Bill Loving, the recently-
retired president of Pendleton Community 
Bank and former chairman of the Inde-
pendent Community Bankers of America. 
The ICBA calls community banks “an 
integral part of main street” because “they 
reinvest local dollars back into the com-
munity and help create local jobs.”

At the most basic definition, a com-
munity bank is defined by the Federal 
Reserve System as “having less than 
$10 billion in total assets.” It adds that 
“this portfolio has the largest number of 
institutions of any federal reserve port-
folio.” That institution also evaluates 
community banks on not just assets, but 
also “risk profile, business activities, and 
operational complexity.”

They are “not defined by size, but by the 
model it operates,” said Loving.

Loving explained that community banks 
embrace a defining strategy of focusing fi-
nancial activity back into the communities 
they serve. They “create economic value in 
that area” potentially doubling the impact 
the area would otherwise create. Deposits 
made by the community help to fund loans 
and other services that only focus on that 
locality, as opposed to supporting services 
in other states or even foreign countries.

“We’re not taking deposits and send-
ing them to New York to fund a loan in 
Florida,” he explained.

Challenges over time have come from 
federal regulators. The bank crisis of 2008 
seriously afflicted every major bank in the 
United States except BB&T. Regulations 
passed by Congress subsequently put 
community banks under the same exact-
ing regulations as major institutions.

What most do not realize about in-
creased regulations is that they always 
favor larger and wealthier companies and 
institutions. Smaller competitors trying 

to comply with the same rules have the 
same cost of doing so. That cost is a larger 
relative obligation to a smaller company 
than a larger. 

Larger companies sometimes see in-
creased regulations, or higher minimum 
wages, as forces that create disadvantages 
for community banks in one sense, locally 
owned small businesses in another. Com-
munity banks, through the ICBA and oth-
er institutions, argued successfully that 
“a differentiation by size and character 
of the bank” should affect the regulatory 
environment and response.

Community banks serve a national 
purpose in supporting rural localities, 
but they also have different missions and 
purposes than large “megabanks.”

“Our model operates on one model, 
trust,” explained Loving. That comes from 
both a risk-averse, financially conserva-
tive strategy in business operation and in 
community support. “Think about when 
people in the community start looking for 
contributions, such as the Little League. 
The first place they think about is their 
local community bank.” 

The three community banks that serve 
Pendleton County, PCB, Highlands Bank, 
and Burke and Herbert, all contributed 
to give Pendleton County Middle/High 
School athletics new scoreboards and 
other support in the past several months.

Highlands Bank serves as an example 
of how community banks evolve to meet 
changing conditions. Based in Petersburg, 
the former Grant County Bank had only 
one branch in its namesake locality. With 
branches opening in Berkeley County and 
elsewhere, the name Grant County Bank 
had sentimental value, but potentially 
confused customers elsewhere. The name 
changed to reflect the bank’s success.

Community banks also can cross state 
lines in their operations. PCB has several 
branches in the Shenandoah Valley of Vir-
ginia. Its name changed from Pendleton 
County Bank. Burke and Herbert was 
established in 1852 and is one of the oldest 
banks in continual operation in the United 
States. Merger with Summit Community 
Bank gave it a footprint in West Virginia.

Pendleton County Farm Bureau Honors 
Mitchell, Receives WVFB Update at Dinner

By Stephen Smoot

At the close of a summer 
that brought both challenges 
and blessings from some-
times wild and generally 
fickle weather, the Pendle-
ton County Farm Bureau 
gathered Saturday night. At-
tendees came for fellowship, 
but also to listen to an update 
from the West Virginia Farm 
Bureau, conduct organiza-
tional business, and enjoy a 
delicious dinner courtesy of 
Potomac Highlands Recrea-
tion Center.

New to the regular pro-
ceedings was the invitation 
issued to House of Delegates 
candidates running for dis-
tricts that will represent 
Pendleton County. Mandy 
Weirich is running in Dis-
trict 67 for the seat that Elias 
Coop-Gonzales currently 
holds and attended as the 
Democratic nominee. Repub-
lican nominee Les Mallow 
could not attend due to a 
death in the family.

Betsy Orndoff-Sayers is 
running as the Democratic 
nominee for District 86, cur-
rently held by Bryan Ward. 
He has also declined to run 
again. Steven Schetrom is 
the Republican nominee for 
that seat. Locally, the Pen-
dleton County Commission 
was represented by Carl 
Hevener and Roger Dahmer.

Greg Bowers, the master 
of ceremonies, stated that 
“we’ve never done this be-
fore, but since both seats are 
open, members here have the 

opportunity to speak to the 
candidates.”

It was also announced 
that the Pendleton County 
Farm Bureau would follow 
the example of the American 
Legion and start offering 
scholarships for skills educa-
tion in the trades. Shortages 
in fields such as plumbing, 
electrician work, diesel me-

chanics, and many other 
fields locally and across the 
nation spurred the move.

Another novelty was intro-
duced as part of this initia-
tive. A large blue bucket was 
brought to the front of the 
room. Attendees were asked 
to donate what they could, 
but the total amount within 

Pendleton County Officials Bring 
River Worries to Federal Officials 

By Stephen Smoot

In recent years, Pendleton County of-
ficials have continually raised concerns 
about conditions on the riverbed along 
major waterways in their jurisdiction. 

To the Pendleton County Commission, 
Rick Gillespie, emergency services coor-
dinator, noted last year the rise in the 
riverbed and accumulating obstacles, par-
ticularly on the South Branch River. This 
came after intense storms dumped heavy 
rains on the area more than a year ago, 
flooding parts of the Pendleton County 
Senior and Family Services center by the 
Town of Franklin Park.

Concerns over the safety and integrity 
of the nearby community building sparked 
the move to purchase the old Franklin 
Elementary School and move both county 
and state offices. While the Town of 
Franklin has partnered with Mon Forest 
Towns to start addressing stormwater is-
sues in its impermeable surfaces, such as 

parking lots, a rising river itself creates 
a different flooding scenario.

Mike Alt, Pendleton County Emergency 
Rescue training officer, has also repeat-
edly described fallen trees creating dan-
gerous, and potentially deadly, obstacles 
for rafters, canoers, and kayakers trying 
to navigate in the Smoke Hole area.

One major area of growing concern lies 
in a rapidly accumulating obstruction 
in the South Branch River just south of 
Franklin and the low water bridge. As 
rocks piled together over time, the ob-
struction gathered enough soil to support 
the growth of grasses and scrub trees. 
The “significant obstruction,” as Gillespie 
describes it, could create more danger 
during times of severe flooding.

A similar obstruction has grown in the 
South Branch River just upstream of the 
US 220 bridge at Petersburg Gap between 
Petersburg and Moorefield. Both the 
Hardy and Grant County Commissions 
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This major obstruction of trees growing just upstream of the low water bridge in Franklin has Pendleton 
County officials concerned. Those worries have been expressed to federal officials. Photo courtesy of the 
Pendleton County Office of Emergency Management.

Warnerfest Helps Drive-in Show 
Appreciation to Supporters

By Stephen Smoot

Signs of fall include the 
whistles and the crack 
of the pads for football 
season, the changing of 
leaves from shades of 

green to brilliant color, 
and the rise of excitement 
for the Treasure Moun-
tain Festival. 

It also means an end to 
splashing in a swimming 
pool or a river, the close 
of summer vacation, and 
the winding down of yet 
another successful run at 
the Warner’s Drive-In.

This year, the theater 
fully implemented use 
of its music and theater 
stage alongside that of 
showing motion pictures. 
Many came out to enjoy 
live music and other per-
formances, starting in 
May with a group of Pend-
leton County Middle/High 
School students.

In deep appreciation for 
the support, organizers 
decided this summer to 
put together a thank-you 
party for the community 
whose support keeps the 
theater going.

Present were several 
vendors, food sales, and 
live music from regionally 
popular bands, such as 
the Soda Pop Gypsies, the 
Jesse Milnes Band, and 
Steve Bailes and Rain-
crow. A group of cloggers 
also showed their tradi-
tional dancing skills.

Jared and Katie Van-
Meter helped out with 
taking the nominal entry 
fee. That covered the cost 
of putting on the event 
and also helps add to fun-

draising totals for the non 
profit organization. 

Katie Van Meter shared 
that “I never feel more 
blessed than when people 
come and love the drive-
in.” She added that the 
event had a steady stream 
of attendees all day. Since 
it lasted from noon to 8:30 
p.m., visitors were al-
lowed to leave and return 
without having to repay 
the entrance fee.

Kristin Dingess also 
helped at the entrance. 
She said of the reentry 
policy “people don’t feel 
stuck. They can come in 
and out. Five dollars for 
the whole day is a good 
deal.”

She added that a num-
ber of cars with out-of-
state plates came in to 
hear the music. We used 
any way we could to get 
the word out and get peo-
ple here. The Franklin 
Town Council member 
also noted that the event 
brought to the area a 
number of  performers 
and tourists, which al-
ways benefits the tourism 
economy.

Vendors shared in the 
enthusiasm of organizers, 
expressing the hope that 
the theater will hold the 
event next summer. Katie 
VanMeter also reported 
that “people are already 
asking to see when we will 
do another one of these.”

Thomas Mitchell’s lifetime of service to the county and the field of 
agriculture was honored by the Pendleton County Farm Bureau last 
weekend. Photo by Regina Smoot.

VFW Post 9666 will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 10 at the 
Richard Homan Memorial 
Park in Sugar Grove.

Post 9666 To Meet

American Legion Pendle-
ton Post 30 will meet at 6:30 
p.m. Sept. 9 at the Moose 
Lodge in Franklin. If attend-
ing, contact Steve Conrad at 
304-249-5694 by Monday.

Post 30 To Meet

Pendleton County Demo-
crats will meet at 6 pm to-
day in the basement of the 
Pendleton County Library 
in Franklin. All are wel-
come.

County Democrats
To Gather Today

12 Baskets - Free Com-
munity Meal will take place 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Sept 10 at 
Thorn Spring Park. Cookout 
themed meal with burgers, 
hotdogs, beans, watermelon, 
and dessert will be served. 
All are welcome.

Free Community
Meal Scheduled
For Sept. 10
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•Residential and Commercial
•New Construction •Remodeling

“No job too large or small”

304-668-2172
License #057375

Jay Nesselrodt, General Contractor

Sunday Buffet

$3000

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

Baked Ham, Beef Cafe Martin, Seafood Newburg,
Mixed Green Salad, Steamd Rice,

Scalloped Potatoes, Southern Succotash,
Glazed Carrots, Rolls/Butter,

Assorted Desserts and Ice Cream

$4000

Crab Legs, Steamed Shrimp, Fried Calamari,
Shrimp Creole, Scampi Style Scallops,

Fried Clams, Fried Oysters, Roast Beef w/Gravy,
Herb Baked Chicken Breast, Hush Puppies, 

Steamed Rice, Corn, Buttered Potatoes,
     Cheddar Bay Biscuits, Assorted Desserts

Seafood Buffet
Friday, September 4• 4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Restaurant Hours: 
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.
(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.
Menu Items Available All Day)

Sunday, September 6 • Noon - 3 p.m.

In honor of 

Gerald ChadoCk’s
90th Birthday

his family invites you to join them to celebrate
September 12 • 1 - 4 p.m.

Gary Michael’s Building, Petersburg
Bring a card sharing a memory you have with Gerald.

HOURS:
M-F 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.; Closed on Sunday

Check us out on FB for updates

Cunningham Place
GREENHOUSE

Hardy Mums, Pumpkins,
Succulent Pumpkins and More

“Pumpkin Patch”
opening soon with extended hours

Opening Thursday, Sept. 3

9311 Petersburg Pike • Upper Tract (near Mallow’s dental office)
304-358-2591

Just a reminder:
Democrats have established important 

programs such as Social Security,
Medicare, Medicaid and CHIP over the 
years.

Are you or someone you know enrolled 
in any of these programs?

Consider voting for candidates 
who support and work to enhance 
these benefits for you and your 
loved ones.

Wayne Hedrick

Farm Bureau
Continued From Page 1

Community Banks
Continued From Page 1

have reported their fears for that important bridge if 
large-scale flooding dislodges that obstruction. 

Gillespie recently engaged officials from the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers and the National Weath-
er Service in a Zoom call he shared with the Pendleton 
County Commission that “I have shared my drone photos 
of the river . . .  and . . . the attached 2003 Google Earth 
view.” He explained to federal officials that the river had 
no obstruction in 2003. The problem started in 2011 and 
has steadily grown worse and potentially more dangerous 
in the intervening years.

He also “pointed out a concern that Sam Yokum has 
with the North Fork near their campground (at Seneca 
Rocks) as well as having mentioned the undermined trees 
that fall in the Smoke Hole section.”

Gillespie explained that he encouraged them to “con-
duct a study of all three of our major streams and they 
concurred that is likely good first step and a needed 
step.” He added that the federal government had some 
grants available to fully fund such a project should 
Pendleton County be determined to be “economically 
disadvantaged.” 

If the county did not meet that designation, a match 
from the county or state might be necessary to secure 
funds for the study. In the past, the federal government 
has shown resistance to efforts to clean up and/or dredge 
down the riverbed in problem areas. 

Pendleton County has also succeeded in starting a 
project to help warn communities downstream on the 
different forks of the South Branch River of rising waters. 

Until now, the federal, state, and local officials have 
relied on two old fashioned stream gauges at Brandy-
wine on the South Fork and at Franklin on the South 
Branch. These gauges measure streamflow. One can see 
their results on different federal government informa-
tion websites, such as those monitoring for flooding or 
drought conditions. 

With recent years bringing both high-intensity storms 
and serious drought conditions, Gillespie requested funds 
for six additional gauges with modern capabilities from 
the Pendleton County Commission. He stated that it 
“graciously” provided assistance.

“We are happy to report that the first of those gauges 
has been installed and is in operation,” stated Gillespie. 
It opened operation on the North Fork near Seneca Rocks 
on Aug. 26, reporting the river depth at 1.54 feet when 
turned on. It registered a drop of just under two tenths 
of an inch through the afternoon of Aug. 27.

Appreciation was shared for the “partnership and ex-
pert work” by the West Virginia Flood and Integrated 
Warning System. They operate a public dashboard where 
anyone online can access stream level information.

“Once complete, the early warnings that we will receive 
for rapid stream rise will prove invaluable and may one 
day save lives,” added Gillespie.

would remain secret. At the close of the meeting, those 
who wished bid on the bucket. They took the risk that the 
bid might outstrip the amount actually in the bucket. As it 
turned out, that didn’t matter.

Dahmer offered the invocation, in which he prayed, “We 
thank You for the opportunity to celebrate farmers.”

While the annual gathering conducts serious business, the 
tone of the meeting is always playful with the familiarity of 
friends and family who have worked with and known each 
other for decades. Bowers led the charge, telling stories 
of questionable validity, but dead panned, yet laughable 
comedy.

Steve Conrad took the podium to introduce Dwayne O’Dell, 
telling another story more humorous than accurate about the 
keynote speaker. O’Dell, government affairs director for the 
West Virginia Farm Bureau, laughed and said, “I’m always 
nervous when Steve Conrad tells stories on me.” He then 
joked that the three things to fear in life are “honeybees, 
bulls, and lobbyists.”

O’Dell then discussed some of the interests and business 
of the West Virginia Farm Bureau.

He noted that the West Virginia State Legislature had 
achieved notable successes in reducing the income tax bur-
den on taxpayers by 30 percent. Later in his presentation, 
he revealed that state leaders envisioned the shifting of the 
rest of the income tax burden from individuals to private 
sector data centers constructed and operated in the state. 

Half of the state’s share of data center tax revenues will 
go towards eliminating personal income taxation in West 
Virginia. 

West Virginia currently is host to a number of powerful 
data centers, mostly operated by the United States govern-
ment. In recent years, private sector firms have seen the 
Mountain State as a lucrative place to build these facilities.

Other states have eliminated income taxes by shifting 
revenue collection to sales taxes. Economists consider 
sales taxes a more difficult burden on the poor and work-
ing classes. 

He also discussed legislation addressing access to privately 
held farm and forest lands by law enforcement or govern-
ment regulatory workers. Senate Bill 84, passed this year, 
forbids placement of a camera on private property for sur-
veillance purposes without a warrant or consent. They may 
place the camera outside of the property, but viewing into it. 

O’Dell also explained that health trends may make “pro-
tein” food production more lucrative. A large number of 
diabetics and others choosing protein over carbohydrates 
will change food markets for the foreseeable future. 

For 40 years, the Pendleton County Farm Bureau has 
conferred an annual service award. This year, organizers 
successfully hid the fact from S. Thomas Mitchell that he 
was the honoree for 2026.

A 1957 Franklin High School graduate, Mitchell fol-
lowed Horace Greeley’s advice to “go west, young man” and 
furthered his education at Monterey Peninsula College in 
California. He then returned to the area and earned a busi-
ness and accounting degree from James Madison University.

For over two decades, he labored in the field of banking 
for the National Bank of Keyser, Pendleton County Bank, 
and with the State of West Virginia’s banking department. 
Then in 1977, drawing on his childhood roots growing up 
on a poultry farm, he started his own turkey operation with 
Rocco. 

For more than 30 years, Mitchell not only focused on pro-
ducing high quality birds, he also pushed at the forefront 
of industry innovation. Also, like a number of area farm-
ers during the years, he served on the Pendleton County 
Commission. In his “spare time” he drove a school bus for 
a quarter of a century with some of his passengers still re-
membering him very fondly.

Local service clubs and organizations benefited from his 
experienced contributions. He served as treasurer for his 
church and also the Sugar Grove Lions Club, as well as 
serving as a charter member of the Sugar Grove Rescue 
Squad. His family includes his wife, Paula, three children 
and seven grandchildren. Many were on hand to enjoy as 
he accepted this honor and recognition of his contributions 
to Pendleton County.

Collectively the Pendleton County Farm Bureau elected 
to retain the same officials in the same leadership roles.

Then attendees celebrated members achieving milestones 
in membership. Rodney Dahmer, Raymond and Melanie 
Mowery, David G. Warner and Michael and Cynthia Yokum 
all have 20 years in. Eddie Sites was recognized for 30 years 
as a member.

Glenn Dahmer was announced as a 60-year member.
Finally came the auction of the bucket. Bidders pushed 

the amount quickly with Carl Hevener (Silver Spring Farm, 
LLC) and Tom and Tammy Simmons (Glenfield Farm) win-
ning the prize with an $820 bid. They donated the proceeds 
in the bucket, $550, back to the Pendleton County Farm 
Bureau. 

Community banks have also evolved along with 
changes in the way customers do their banking. Loving 
noted that his career spanned “the days of the check to 
the day of the digital investor.” The rise of digital finan-
cial transactions and companies that specialize in them 
“create a challenge for all institutions” but “we’ll find a 
way to work through that.”

When customers use those kinds of institutions, their 
communities do not enjoy the multiplier effect of the 
money circulating through local banks and their custom-
ers. Dollars placed in the care of community banks have 
much more impact locally than their mere face value as 
they circulate through a community via loans and other 
transactions. 

Community banks compete by balancing the needs of 
customers who prefer legacy, face-to-face services with 
those who favor as little direct human interaction as 
possible when doing banking. Loving explained that 
the challenge lies in ensuring that all customers feel 
valued and well-served, regardless of whether they go 
to a branch or conduct transactions online.

At the end of the day, regardless of how one prefers to 
bank, community banks take pride in ensuring that a 
human voice is on the line when a customer calls with 
a problem. Personal service and good financial reputa-
tion make up the foundation of how community banks 
do business.

One way in which PCB has responded to the challenge 
of digital preference customers is in the ITM. As opposed 
to an ATM, automatic teller machine, the ITM is the 
interactive teller machine. During banking hours and 
days, the ITM can connect a customer with help quickly.

Community banks also tailor their activities to the 
needs of their area and local economic conditions. Banks 
in the Potomac Highlands by necessity must have an 
agricultural and small business focus. Agriculture and 
small business, both those that serve locals and tourism, 
serve as the foundation of local economic activity. 

Bruce Fitzwater, president of Grantsville-based Cal-
houn Banks, described a different focus for his bank. Lo-
cated in a rugged section of the state with more sparsely 
scattered communities and fewer large farms, Calhoun 
Bank has for a long time followed a strategy of first and 
foremost providing residential loans. He shared that “64 
percent of our loan portfolio is mortgages” and that “we 
strive to help people out with their homes.” 

“Each home loan is different,” he added, explaining that 
they work closely with each applicant to try and structure 
home loans to fit their needs and conditions, as opposed 
to what might be easiest or most profitable for the bank. 

Like Loving, Fitzwater emphasized the importance of a 
community bank and its staff to the community, includ-
ing “our folks working at ball games in the concession 
stands” and “judging contests.” 

PCB, Highlands Bank, and Burke and Herbert Bank 
employees have the same high level of commitment, 
from PCB staff working as coaches and volunteering in 
festivals to Highlands Bank’s golf support of charity golf 
tournaments at Valley View in Moorefield, to the good 
efforts of Burke and Herbert staff throughout the area. 

Community bank presidents could rightly ask when the 
last time was that someone saw a Chime, Citibank, or 
Wells Fargo employee volunteering to help out person-
ally and locally. They could also point out that Bank of 
America appears on no Little League baseball jerseys.

Nor would any of those institutions find it financially 
worthwhile to focus, as community banks do, on the eco-
nomic success of small towns and rural areas. 

ATTENTION:
AlumNI BANd mEmBErs ANd ANy

INTErEsTEd musIcIANs Or mAjOrETTEs
If planning to march in the

Treasure Mountain Festival Parade, 
please meet at Pendleton County High 

School (parade site) at 2 p.m.
If you need an instrument,

please contact Friskie at 304-668-9037 by September 17

Find Your Treasure
at the

Treasure Mountain Festival

Lower Level of Pendleton County Library
(off South Branch Street, Franklin)

Hours: Thursday, Sept. 17 - Noon - 4 p.m.
 Friday, Sept. 18 - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
 Saturday, Sept. 19 - 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
 Sunday, Sept. 20 - Noon - 4 p.m.

BOOK SALE

Sponsored by Friends of the Library
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*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

Over 49,000 people died by suicide in 2023. That 
is one death every 11 minutes. In the 

U.S., suicide is the 2nd leading cause of 
death among people ages 10-24 and 

the 11th leading cause of death overall.

September Is Suicide
Prevention Month

Correction
Landyn Warner

was inadvertently identified 
in the photos of 4-H and FFA 

members showing animals
at the Tri-County Fair.

We apologize for the mistake.

Keep Your
Old Car

Running
Longer!

We will give your car
a thorough checkup.
Tires - Oil - Filters

...plus OTHER
WEAR-REDUCING

PROTECTION
Bowers Garage &

Body Shop
304-249-5154 Sugar Grove
304-249-5900 Brandywine

24-Hour Wrecker Service

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
Criminal Defense

Custody ~ Divorce
Automobile Accidents

105 North Grove Street - Petersburg
304-257-5050

Jonie E. Nelson
Attorney at Law

South Fork Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Halves Ready by 9:30 a.m.
Please pick up by Noon

$5.00 per half
To reserve chicken, call 304-249-5282

Sponsored by South Fork Volunteer Fire Dept.

Saturday, September 5
Brandywine

Show Kids
You Care

“Hug 
them.”

Brought to you by
Pendleton County Partners in 

Prevention Team and
Search Institute

Pendleton County Exhibitors Earn Top Honors at State Fair
Pendleton County exhibitors represented 

their community well at the 2026 State Fair of 
West Virginia, bringing home numerous plac-
ings, championships, and premier exhibitor 
honors across multiple livestock species and 
horse events.

Starting in the goat barn, several Pendleton 
County youth earned recognition in both show-
manship and market classes. Gracie Hedrick 
was named champion novice goat showman and 
exhibited the reserve lightweight market goat. 
Reagyn Atkins earned fifth overall lightweight 
market goat and was named eighth overall 
junior goat showman. Bella Hoover placed third 
in class in the lightweight division and fifth in 
class in the heavyweight division, and was rec-
ognized as ninth overall novice goat showman. 
Tia Heavner captured champion intermedi-
ate goat showman honors and earned second 
and fifth place finishes in her market classes. 
Breymann Keesecker finished as 10th overall 
junior goat showman and earned third and fifth 
place class placings. Ty Heavner placed third 
in his market class. Adalyn Rumer was named 
reserve senior goat showman, while Jaelyn 
Rumer earned reserve junior goat showman 

honors.
Moving into the market lamb barn, Katie 

Keyser brought home fifth overall market lamb 
and third overall intermediate lamb show-
man honors. Kallie Keyser was recognized as 
third overall junior lamb showman and placed 
sixth in her market class. Tia Heavner earned 
fourth overall intermediate lamb showman and 
recorded two fourth-place and one fifth place 
finish in her market classes. Tori Heavner 
was named fourth overall junior lamb show-
man and placed seventh in her market class. 
Ty Heavner finished as eighth overall senior 
lamb showman and earned one fourth-place 
and two eighth-place class finishes. Hedrick 
was recognized as 11th overall junior lamb 
showman and placed 13th in her market lamb 
class. Keesecker earned eighth and 10th place 
class placings, while Aiden Whetzel received 
seventh and 10th place class placings.

In the beef barn, Tori Heavner had a suc-
cessful week, earning sixth overall junior beef 
showman, first in class with her breeding heifer, 
fourth in class with her prospect steer, third on 
hoof and second overall carcass merit honors 
with her performance steer. Brynleigh Ruddle 

was recognized as eighth overall novice beef 
showman. Bailee Kiger earned eighth overall 
senior beef showman and a class win with her 
breeding heifer. Aubrianna Holloway brought 
home third overall market heifer honors. Bran-
son Smith also exhibited a market steer. 

In the swine division, Lindsey Smith was 
named ninth overall senior showman and 
earned second and sixth place finishes in her 
market classes. Tia Heavner was recognized 
as seventh overall intermediate showman and 
placed seventh in her market class.

Premier exhibitor awards combine junior 
showmanship placings, class placings, and 
skill-a-thon scores into one overall ranking. 
Pendleton County’s premier exhibitor results 
included Tia Heavner, fifth, senior goat; 
Keesecker, fifth junior goat; Tori Heavner, 
fifth junior lamb and fourth junior beef; Kallie 
Keyser, third junior lamb; and Katie Keyser, 
fifth senior lamb.

Kiger also earned honors in the horse arena, 
placing fourth in draft horse under saddle and 
second in draft under saddle youth competition.

A new addition to the state fair this year 
was the Wether Dam Ewe and Doe Show, held 
in conjunction with the open livestock shows. 
Katie Keyser earned champion intermediate 
commercial ewe showman and third overall 
heavyweight commercial ewe honors. Kallie 
Keyser was named reserve junior commercial 
ewe showman and placed 11th in her ewe class. 
Tori Heavner received fourth overall junior 
commercial ewe showman and 10th in her 
commercial ewe class. 

The accomplishments of these exhibitors 
reflect the dedication, hard work, and com-
mitment of Pendleton County youth and their 
families. Their success at the State Fair of West 
Virginia continues to showcase the strength of 
the county’s livestock and youth development 
programs on a statewide stage.

PSC Chairman Reflects on Labor Day

West Virginia appears to be en-
gaged in an economic resurgence 
as one remembers to celebrate the 
workers of the state who made this 
possible.

September 7 is Labor Day. It is 
traditionally thought of as the last 
day of summer.

The idea of celebrating labor be-
gan in 1882 to honor working men 
and women. It became a federal 
holiday two years later while Grover 
Cleveland was president.

One might think with the new 
emphasis on data centers and dis-
cussion of Silicon Valley that com-
puter and electronics would lead the 
nation’s current employers.

But Walmart, Amazon, and 
Kroger — all employee-heavy — 
are the top three employers in the 
United States. Of the top 10 national 

employers, only IBM, at No. 9, is 
focused on high-skilled technical 
and professional roles.

In West Virginia, the coal industry 
remains a major employer and pro-
vider of fuel for the electric power 
industry. Natural gas, while it has 
a smaller workforce, is a growing 
part of that energy sector, too. The 
utilities that provide one with elec-
tricity, water, sewer, and other public 
convenience services also are major 
employers.

As with the nation as a whole, 
the economy of West Virginia has 
changed significantly since the first 
Labor Day.

Where once there were major 
heavy and labor-intensive indus-
tries, now there is smaller, more spe-
cialized plants. The major growth 
areas seem to be the Eastern Pan-

handle, the Interstate-79 corridor be-
tween Morgantown and Flatwoods, 
the lower Kanawha Valley, and the 
Northern Panhandle.

There have been some good and 
strong economic location announce-
ments in recent years.

The Public Service Commission 
regulates in some way most of the 
new industries locating here. It is 
hoped they bring good jobs with 
them and help reverse the state’s 
migration of population.

The commission oversees many 
of the power rates — electricity 
and/or natural gas — that will fuel 
these operations, or provide power 
for security, telephones, and other 
systems that they will be needing.

The world has certainly changed 
since the writer was a young girl liv-
ing in the shadow of mighty indus-
trial complexes that once filled the 
Ohio River Valley, but are no more.

And she hopes the world contin-
ues to change and develop in posi-
tive ways. It’s good to remember the 
past, but important to look forward 
to exciting new opportunities for 
the future. 

She sees only bright things for the 
nation and state, and wants to thank 
the men and women who worked so 
diligently to get everyone to where 
they are today.

WIC Announces September Schedule
The Pendleton County WIC 

office has moved to the Pendle-
ton County Health Department 
at 273 Mill Road in Franklin.

During the month of Septem-
ber, Pendleton County WIC 
Clinic will be open 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. for full service. Limited 

services are also available from 
2 to 4 p.m. on other days of the 
week. Call for details.

Pendleton County partici-
pants can receive services in 
Petersburg if alternate days 
or evening appointments are 
desired. The office will be closed 
Sept. 7, 11 and 16-18.

WIC offers nutrition edu-

cation and healthy foods to 
pregnant, breastfeeding and 
postpartum women, infants 
to age 1 and children to age 5. 
Either parent or a designated 
guardian can bring a child to 
appointments. 

For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, call 
304-358-3088 or 304-257-4936.

Propst Clan Gathers for Reunion
The Cleveland Propst family descendants 

gathered Aug. 2 at Ruddle Park for their 
annual reunion.

Those in attendance were Leta Kimble, 
Sheila Torrance, Tom and Debbie Turner, 
Raven, John, Baylor and Beckham Sicili-

ano, Tyler, Alexis, Adler and Letty Evans, 
John and Nancy Bilheimer, Johnny, Becky, 
Maggie, John and Jesse Bilheimer, Jessica 
and Mark Bagdon, Jennifer and Maverick 
Marando, Richard and Pam Smith, Tony and 
Janet Smith and David Meadows.

Friday, September 4

Cream of Mushroom 
Pork Chop

Sweet Potato Casserole
Green Beans, Peaches 

Whole Wheat Roll
monday, September 7

tueSday, September 8

Pancakes 
Shredded Potatoes 

Sausage 
Fruit Parfait w/Granola 

Juice 
WedneSday, September 9

Chicken Tenders
Hashbrown Casserole

Glazed Carrots
Melon

thurSday, September 10
Lasagna, Garlic Toast 

Spinach Salad w/
Tomatoes & Cucumbers

Pineapple

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

304-358-2421

@10am

Meal times are from 11:45 
to 12:45. All meals served 
with 2% milk & a bread.               

Reserve your meals.
Reservations served first. 

Menus are subject to change.

SPONSORED

C
L 
O
S
E
D

Franklin High School

55thFriday, Sept. 18

To confirm attendance or for more information,
call 304-358-7808.

Class of 1971 Reunion
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wood Grill

Harrisonburg, VA
Pocahontas Producers Livestock Market

Marlinton Stockyards

For more information, call:
Sherry Sullenberger (PPCA manager) at 540-499-2718
Pocahontas County Extension Office at 304-799-4852

SPECIAL CALF SALE
Fridays

September 11 and 25 and October 9 - 7 p.m.
BRED/CULL COW SALE

Saturday, October 10 - 2 p.m.

Fall Sale Schedule
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New River 
HTRADINGH

1-855-440-SENG
BUYING GINSENG, 

ROOTS AND HERBS 
  EVERY FRI./SAT. STARTING AUG. 28-29 - NOV. 6-7 

Friday: Marlinton at Pocahontas IGA - 3:30 - 5 p.m. 
Friday: Gateway Restaurant, Rt. 28 Riverton - 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday: Petersburg Shop N Save - 8 - 10 a.m. 
Saturday: Elkins, intersection 33E - 250/219,  

 across from KFC - 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Ginseng Green: Sept. 1 / Dry: Sept.15 
bigger roots = bigger prices

Black Cohash Dry: $700  lb. 
Golden Seal          Wet: $1100 Dry: $4500  lb.
Stone Root Dry: $450 lb. 
Wild Yam Dry: $1000 lb.

plus many other herbs
newrivertradingllc.com • 613 Hughes Street, Summersville, WV 26651 

WVMTNMAN@HOTMAIL.COM • Find us on Facebook

Come Check Out Our Newly Redesigned

DISC GOLF COURSE
16 “holes” have been lengthened, redesigned

or relocated
The Greer Grind offers a challenging but fun

experience for players of many levels.

If you’d like, drop a donation in the box to help with upkeep.
OPEN: Daylight ’til Dark

Germany Valley Limeston Rd., Riverton

10 Years Ago
Week of September 1, 2016

Respected Local 
Dentist Retires

Teter Takes Down Shingle
 After 65 Years of Service

O n e  o f  t h e  a r e a ’ s 
most respected medical 
professionals has taken down 
his shingle in anticipation 
of enjoying the golden years 
of retirement. Dr. H. Byrd 
Teter, DDS, officially retired 
on Friday after serving the 
community for 65 years. 
Ruthalene Judy, his faithful 
assistant for 51-1/2 of those 
years, also retired.

Teter started his practice 
in Franklin in July of 1951, 
but soon after he joined the 
military and served in a 
dental clinic at Chanute 
Air Force Base just outside 
Rantour, IL, following the 
Korean War. 

Teter graduated from 
Bridgewater College in 
Virginia and Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgery, 
which later became part of 
the University of Maryland, 
the oldest dental school 
worldwide.

W h e n  a s k e d  w h a t 
retirement may hold, Teter, 
91, replies simply. “The good 
Lord has always looked out 
for us, but I think I will start 
by catching up on my ‘honey-
to-do’ list.”

Warner Drive-In 
To Re-Open 
September 9

 
“The Pendleton community 

and surrounding areas have 
outdone themselves,” said 
Bob Davis, chairman of the 
Warner Drive-In Cultural 
and Resource Center board 
of directors. “So much so, 
that we are ready to open the 
gates again.” 

Warner’s Drive-In, which 
closed two years ago due 
to the high cost of a digital 
projector, will re-open on 
Friday, Sept. 9th with the 
Disney movie, “Finding 
Dory.”

Opening the drive-in to 
show movies once more is just 
the first step in a long list of 
aspirations of the group. As a 
corporation, the WDI plans to 
construct a stage at the base 
of the screen, repair the roof 
and interior of the building 
and put up a pavilion at the 
back of the property.

Origin of 
Labor Day Explained

 
Labor Day marks the 

unofficial end of summertime 
f u n  a n d  a  d a y  w h e n 
thousands of people gather 
across the country for their 
final big barbecue blowouts. 
Labor Day has evolved into 
a holiday about relaxing 
with friends and family, and 
that has led to its origins 
getting somewhat lost in the 
celebratory shuffle.

Created by the labor 
movement in the late 19th 
century, Labor Day was 
established to highlight the 
achievements of American 
workers, both from a social 
and an economic perspective. 
Labor Day highlights one of 
the main benefits of being 

a citizen of the United 
States, the ability to have 
professional freedom and 
contribute to the prosperity 
and strength of the country 
through gainful employment. 
Labor Day became a federal 
holiday in 1894.

Celebrated annually on the 
first Monday of September, 
it is believed that Labor 
Day was first promoted by 
the Central Labor Union 
and the Knights of Labor, 
which also organized the 
first labor-related parade in 
New York City. Although 
the true fathers of Labor 
Day remain a topic of debate, 
some historians maintain 
that Peter J. McGuire of 
the American Federation of 
Labor put forward the first 
Labor Day proposal in May 
1882 after witnessing a labor 
festival in Toronto, Canada.

 
20 Years Ago
Week of September 7, 2006

County Resident Earns 
Best New Song Award 

In National Competition

Pendleton County music 
lovers with Internet access 
should do this now: Go to 
newsong-festival.com and 
find a number titles “Where 
Are You Moses?”

There ,  one  wi l l  f ind 
that Mountain Stage, the 
nationally renowned, West 
Virginia-based organization 
which mounts contemporary 
music concerts heard coast-
to-coast on public radio, lists 
the results of its 2006 best 
new song contest.

The contest is juried, and 
one of the three co-winners 
this year is “Where Are You 
Moses?”

That powerful, wrenching 
song about the devastation 
of New Orleans, LA, by 
Hurricane Katrina was 
co-written by a resident of 
Pendleton County, Tracy 
Rush, who lives in the Dry Run 
area, and Dave McCormack, 
who is based in Saint Albans 
and will open for the young 
Nashville-based sensation, 
Ashley Gearing, at this year’s 
Treasure Mountain Festival 
on the evening of Sept. 16.

30 Years Ago
Week of September 5, 1996

Franklin 
To Get Traffic Signal

The first traffic signal 
installation in Pendleton 
County is among contracts 
added to the Division of 
Highways’ September 10 bid 
opening, Governor Gaston 
Caperton announced today.

“This project typifies our 
state’s continuing growth,” 
the governor said, noting that 
the signal had been requested 
by the Town of Franklin 
for an area where turning 
radii had only recently been 
improved.

The contract calls for a 
signal at the intersection 
of North Main Street (US 
220) and Maple Street (US 
33) to relieve periodic traffic 
backups and improve access 
to Franklin High School.

SUGAR GROVE

A Favorite Fishing 
Hole Is Special

There are many fishing 
spots that each of us hold 
dear to our hearts. It’s a 
place where one can slip off 
sneakers and squish one’s 
toes in the mud! All around is 
the shrill call of the katydids, 
the buzzing of the bees, and 
the sleepy bullfrog blinking 
in the sun. Every once in a 
while, the rousing “ribbit” 
sound is uttered. Dragonflies 
dart above the water, and 
occasionally a water snake 
glides through the water. 
Waiting patiently for a 
nibble...and as time passes 
by, a pebble to be skipped 
over placid water to break the 
monotony of time. Landing 
a big one would be great...it 
doesn’t matter...that fishing 
spot is pretty special.

40 Years Ago
Week of September 4, 1986

Graduation Held at 
Scholars Academy 
On Spruce Knob

The Honorable Arthur 
M. Recht was awarded 
the inaugural Great West 
Virginia Scholars Academy 
on August 24. The ceremony 
was part of the graduation 
festivities for the West 
Virginia Scholars held at the 
Woodlands Institute campus 
near the summit of Spruce 
Knob Mountain.

To become a West Virginia 
Scholar  — the state ’s 
highest academic award — 
students are selected from 
over 30,000 high school 
juniors for exceptional 
academic promise and have 
demonstrated motivation. 
In addition the students are 
selected for their ability and 
desire to develop scholarship 
s k i l l s  —  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
writing. They undertake 
several academic programs 
including a rigorous 100 
page autobiographical thesis 
during the summer.

The recipient of the Great 
West Virginia award is 
selected by the West Virginia 
Scholars. Judge Arthur Recht 
received a handcrafted white 
oak rocking chair, designed 
specifically for the West 
Virginia Scholars Academy’s 
annual award. The chair 
was designed and crafted 
by Franklin craftsman, Jim 
Underwood.

PCI Softball Team 
Finishes with 

Record of 55-16 
With Runner-up Trophy 

In USSSA 
Class C Tourney

The Pendleton County 
Insurance Softball team 
sponsored by Morris Homan, 
concluded its 1986 season 
with the county regular 
season championship and 
the league tournament 
championship.

PCI finished with an 
overall record of 55 wins 
vs. 16 losses while being 
runner-up in the USSSA 
Class C State Tournament 
at Parkersburg. This marks 
the third runner-up trophy 
in the state tournament 
after winning the state in 

1980 under the name of 
Brandywine.

The softballers of PCI 
finished the county league 
with a 33 and four record. 

The PCI team has done 
very well in the state tourney 
play, finishing fifth or better 
in five of the last seven years.

They have earned world 
tournament berths in six of 
the last seven years, earning 
the reputation of one of the 
most consistent teams in the 
state.

70 Years Ago
Week of September 6, 1956

Sawmill  Training School 
Is Being Held Here 
For West Virginia 

Operators & Foresters

State forestry personnel 
and sawmill operators from 
throughout West Virginia are 
attending a three-day State 
Sawmill Training School in 
Franklin this week.

The school is being held 
in the Pendleton County 
Courthouse and will last 
from Wednesday morning 
until Friday at noon. It will 
include a tour of the Max 
Ruddle mill in Franklin to 
observe the manufacture 
of specialty products and 
mill-site instructions at the 
Cammack sawmill 13 miles 
south of Franklin on US 220.

Bill Miller, Pendleton 
County Forester, explained 
that the purpose of the 
school is to discriminate up-
to-the-minute information 
concerning sawmill operation 
among sawmill operators of 
the state, and to promote 
greater sawmill practices 
among the operators and 
state forestry personnel of 
West Virginia.

The school is being held in 
Franklin, Miller remarked, 
because Pendleton County is 
one of the biggest producers 
of forest products and also 
because there are a number 
of sawmills in the county.

EDITORIALS

A Commendable 
Attitude – – –

Franklin’s mayor and 
town council displayed a 
commendable attitude over 
the past weekend by issuing 
courtesy cards providing for 
free parking to members of 
the National Speleological 
Society who were attending 
the group’s Labor Day 
Reunion here.

Although the spelunkers 
do not spend a great deal 
of time in town where they 
could take advantage of the 
free parking privileges as 
most of their activities have 
their setting outside of town, 
still this little act of courtesy 
let the visiting cavers know 
that they were welcome in 
Franklin and that the town 
officials appreciate their 
selection of Franklin as the 
site of their reunion.

And the thoughtful gesture 
had its desired effect because 
one of the spelunkers was 
heard to  remark:  “We 
knew that some of the local 
merchants were glad to see 
us come, but when we were 
given the courtesy cards by 

the town officials, it made 
us feel like we were being 
welcomed by the whole town.”

Large cities are always 
putting forth great effort 
to attract conventions and 
meetings into their areas for 
the simple reason that it is 
a real stimulus to business. 
One hundred-fifty people 
cannot spend a weekend in 
a town without leaving a 
considerable amount of their 
money there.

So we think it is a fine 
thing for our town council to 
take the initiative in making 
visitors feel welcome in 
Franklin, especially since 
the tourist business is so 
important to Pendleton 
County.

Jimmy and Billy Ryan 
Find a New Home in the 
West and Like it ‘Fine’

Life has taken on a rosier 
hue for two young Franklin 
boys who heard the cry, “Go 
west young man,” and took it 
seriously.

Jimmy Ryan, 10, and his 
brother, Billy, 9, left Franklin 
August 6 and are making 
their new home in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. And according to 
a letter received here Monday 
by their grandmother, Mrs. 
Evelyn Lambert, they like 
the “wide open spaces of the 
West” just fine.

Upon the death about three 
years ago of the youngsters’ 
father, William Edward 
Ryan, it became pretty 
much of a struggle for their 
mother to keep her four boys 
together. And when she went 
to Pittsville, Maryland, about 
a year ago to work in the 
Chesapeake and Armour 
Packing Plant, the two boys 
remained here with their 
grandmother.

Recently Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Dean Dewey, of Salt Lake 
City, learned of the two boys 
through Glenn Sponaugle 
who was in the west. Mr. and 
Mrs. Dewey contacted the 
youngster’s mother and after 
assuring her that they could 
give the boys a good home, 
they came to Franklin for 
them. They are now taking 
steps to adopt them.

So now that the boys are in 
the great wide west and like 
it so much, they are looking 
forward to a brighter future, 
playing in their new dad’s 
radio shop or on his farm. 
Their family and friends here 
wish for the boys the best of 
luck and a happy future.

Pendleton County’s 
536 Korean Vets 
Reminded of GI 

Benefits

Pendleton County has 536 
Korean Veterans eligible 
for training under the GI 
Bill covering that conflict, 
an “An alarming number of 
these will lose their benefit 
eligibility before the coming 
school year if they fail to 
take steps immediately,” is 
the prediction of J. Lawson 
Adkins, director of veterans 
education and training for 
the State Department of 
Education.

Smith Creek/ 
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

It is a new month. Good-bye 
August! The first weekend 
in September is Labor Day 
weekend with Labor Day be-
ing on Monday. A lot of places 
will be closed Monday, includ-
ing the schools. The traffic 
will come through the area as 
families take advantage of a 
three-day weekend. If trave-
ling, be careful on the road.

Smith Creek and Friends 
Run Churches of the Breth-
ren: shut-ins — Bucky Moy-
ers, Pam Riner, Anna Tesi, 
Larry Moyers, Sandy Wash-
burn, Mary Alice Simmons, 
Anna Lee Mitchell, and Carol 
Propst; prayer list — Richard 
Campbell, Kenny Williams, 
Ruth Bauer, Rick Waggy, 
Jim Fawley, Jessie Simmons, 
Minny Rhoads, David Berg, 
Troy Bennett, Danny Nelson, 
Sherry Hedrick, Tom and 
Judy Borror, David M. Par-
kinson, Cleo Simmons, Tom 
Butterworth, Bobby Parsons, 
Rick Phares, Gretta Pope, Vir-
gil “Bub” Yokum, John Moy-
ers, Norma Auville, Shana 
Johnson, Sherry Chambers, 
Shirley Bland, Chris Phares, 
Robin Gery, Nancy George, 
Grace and Albert Hammer, 
Cameron Beachler, Lisa Din-
gess, Kitty Waggy, Mary 
Lou Wagoner, Lucy Westfall, 
Donna Bennett, Peggy Pit-
senbarger, Amy VanMeter, 
Lynwood Pennington, Bob 
Hoops, Ronnie Pitsenbarger, 
Connie Hartman, Wyatt Hott, 
Carl Thompson, Kaylee Ben-
nett, Mickie Huffman, Woody 
Hoover, Rhonda Stump, Polly-
anna Johnson, Shirley Propst, 
Brenda Allen, Max Propst, 
Brenda Kiser Fisher, Harold 
Michael, Teddy Hartman, 
Phyllis Ruddle and the family 
of Jimmy Bowers.

Prayer thought: “I praised 
you every day, loving God, 
knowing that because You 
sustain all things. His bless-
ing is wonderful day after 
day.”

High and low temperatures 
and precipitation for Aug. 24 
through Aug. 30, followed by 
the same for last year, were as 
follows: Aug. 24 - 73°, 53° (77°, 
64°), Aug. 25 - 77°, 47° (75°, 
55°), Aug. 26 - 83°, 51° (73°, 
48°), Aug. 27 - 84°, 62°, .09” 
(74°, 44°), Aug. 28 - 78°, 58° 
(73°, 45°), Aug. 29 - 80°, 56° 
(75°, 50°) and Aug. 30 - 85°, 
61° (74°, 44°).
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Schedules are subject to change.
Please call the school at 304-358-2573 to confirm events.

Proud Supporter of
Education and Our Community!
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Pendleton County Middle/HigH SCHool    September

Interim Reports
EARLY RELEASE

24

Pendleton County Schools 
is an Equal

Opportunity Provider

21
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4 5
HS Football
East Hardy

7:00 (A)

29

6

3027

23

NO SCHOOL

1 2 3

HS Football
Moorefield
 7:00 (H)

HS Football
Tygarts Valley

 7:00 (A)

HS Volleyball
     Moorefield 6:00 (H)

MS Volleyball
Capon Bridge 6:00 (A)

HS Golf
4:00 @ Valley View

HS Volleyball
Tri-Match @

Petersburg 5:00 (A)
HS Golf 4:00 @ Highlands

MS Cross Country PVL
4:00 @ Frankfort

HS Volleyball
   East Hardy 6:00 (H)

HS Cross Country
Broadford Invitational

@ Oakland, MD

          HS Volleyball (A)
        Pocahontas Co. 6:00 

MS Volleyball
Petersburg 6:00 (A)

HS Golf 4:00 @ Highlands

           HS Volleyball (H)
          Tucker Co. 6:00

MS Volleyball
Moorefield 6:00 (A)

HS Golf PVC
@TheRaven

     HS Volleyball
Paw Paw
7:15 (H)
HS Golf

4:00 @ Canaan

         HS Volleyball
          Bath Co. 6:00 (A)

JV Football
Frankfort 6:00 (H)
MS Golf 4:00 @

Cumberland Country 
Club

HS Volleyball
Tucker County

6:00 (H)
MS Volleyball
Tygarts Valley

6:00 (A)

MS Football
Capon Bridge

4:00 (A)
MS Golf 4:00
@ Highlands

    MS Football
   Petersburg

  6:30 (H)
MS Golf

4:00 @ Highlands

MS Football
Moorefield

6:30 (A)

      MS Volleyball
    Warm Springs

   6:00 (H)
JV Football

Petersburg 6:00 (H)

MS Volleyball
East Hardy

6:00 (H)

MS Volleyball
Highland 6:00 (H)

HS Golf 4:00 @ The Raven
MS Golf 4:00
@ Valley View

MS Volleyball
East Hardy

6:00 (A)

    MS Volleyball
Romney
6:00 (H)
HS Golf

4:00 @ Highlands

HS Golf
4:00 @ Highlands

HS/MS
Cross Country

Buckhannon-Upshur
Invitational (A)

HS/MS
Cross Country

Frankfort
Invitational

8:00 (A)

HS/MS
         Cross Country

Forest Festival Jack & 
Jill Relay at Beverly or

Paul Clovis
Invitational at Romney

MS Football
East Hardy

6:30 (A)

HS N. Smash Volleyball Tourney (TBA)

Attendance Spirit Week

Area Resident Is Recognized for Service to Community
Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

The Pendleton County Farm Bureau’s 
annual meeting was held Saturday at 
the bowling alley in Franklin. The bowl-
ing alley gang catered a delicious meal 
to 100 guests. The presentation of the 
40th annual service award was given to 
S. Thomas “Tom” Mitchell. He graduated 
from Franklin High School in 1957, at-
tended Monterey Peninsula College in 
Monterey, California, for 2 years, followed 
with his graduation from James Madison 
with a business and accounting degree.    

In 1961, he joined the staff of the Na-
tional Bank of Keyser, remaining there 
for seven years, serving in a variety of 
positions. With this background of bank-
ing knowledge, he served in the capacity 
as a West Virginia Bank Examiner with 
the state banking department.  He served 
there for eight years advancing to the 
position of top state bank examiner. His 
two-year employment as cashier at the 
Pendleton County Bank allowed him to 
complete courses with the American In-
stitute of Banking and the West Virginia 
School of Banking.  

He recalls growing up on a small poultry 
operated farm. At that time, everything 
was hand operated. In 1977, he began his 
own turkey operation with Rocco, and has 
seen the industry evolve in many ways 
during the years. During his 30-year 
career with Rocco, he kept abreast of the 
innovative ways to successfully produce 
the turkey on his farm by updating equip-
ment, building a litter shed, and nurtur-
ing the fields in a farm conscious manner.     

During the course of the years, Tom has 
worn “a hat of many colors.”  He served 
two terms as county commissioner. Dur-
ing the course of his tenure, some of his 
achievements were renovating the court 
house to adhere to Judge Hamilton’s 1991 
order; weathering the 1996 flood assisting 
many people who had damages; micro-
filming the records in the county clerk’s 
office; extending the water lines in Upper 
Tract and Brandywine; reducing the six 
magisterial districts to three districts; and 
ground breaking for the industrial park. 

 N a n c y 
Gonshor ap-
p r e c i a t e d 
Tom’s help-

fulness with the annual county budget. 
She recalled Tom always bringing a 
turkey for the courthouse Thanksgiving 
dinners.  

For 25 years, Tom drove a school bus 
for Pendleton County Schools, endear-
ing many children who still hold him in 
esteem.  

He held the treasurer position for the 
church he attends, raised cattle and made 
hay on the family farm. 

He is a member of the Sugar Grove 
Lions Club and has served as treasurer 
since 1971. He has seen many accom-
plishments, including seeing that many 
persons needing eye sight attention were 
given that opportunity; a Halloween party 
was set up for the community children, 
which continues to this day; donating 
and rebuilding a Thorn Spring cabin that 
was destroyed in the 1985 flood; in 1989, 
a tennis court was replaced where the 
Sugar Grove School once existed; from 
the broom sales, proceeds were used to 
build racks and a barbecue pit to accom-
modate chicken barbecue which takes 
place twice a year; coupling with the Home 
Demonstration Club, and a fundraising 
opportunity to serve chicken pot pie at the 
Treasure Mountain Festival was done. In 
time, the club ventured out to serve ket-
tle beans and cornbread along with ham 
sandwiches which continues each year.  
From the proceeds the fruition of a ball 
park and playground equipment was add-
ed to the Sugar Grove VFW locality which 
is regularly used by local ball teams and 
games. Coupled with the Franklin Lions 
Club, the outpatient therapy at Pendleton 
Manor was subsidized and saw completion 
and is heralded as an excellent therapy 
department.  In addition, the Adopt-A-
Highway project is done annually.

Tom has been awarded the Gold Centen-
nial Award and the Melvin Jones award.  

He is a charter member of the Sugar 
Grove Rescue Emergency Squad.

Since the age of 18, he has been a mem-
ber of the Pendleton County/West Virginia 
Farm Bureau.

Tom’s hobbies are watching westerns, 
gardening, enjoying the Outer Banks, 
and traveling to see whether there is any 
place on this Earth that is any prettier 
than Sugar Grove.  

Congratulations, Tom, for being recog-
nized with the Pendleton County Farm 
Bureau Service Award.

Life’s lessons for daily 
living include the following:

1. Shine a light on those 
who need it the most.

2. Always be willing to 
laugh at oneself.

3. Don’t be afraid to age.
4. Remember one’s roots.
5. Give back to the com-

munity.
Nice hot weather has al-

lowed making of hay viable. Farmers are 
happy about that.

Last Thursday evening was quite a 
historical time in the Sugar Grove com-
munity when a small twister landed cre-
ating havoc. Power lines were downed, 
trees uprooted, and water everywhere. 
Charles and Pidge Anderson’s porch was 
destroyed. Thank goodness a community 
effort played into making things better.  
Power was restored Friday afternoon.  An 
interesting note is that during this time, 
the writer received .15” of rain, Sugar 
Grove 2” and Hoover Mountain 3”.  No 
lives were affected for which everyone is 
thankful.

Dolly Parton quotes include the follow-
ing.

“Wild flowers don’t care where they 
grow.”

“Find out who you are and do it on 
purpose”

“Storms make trees take deeper roots.”
“The way I see it, if you want rainbows, 

you gotta put up with the rain.”
“If you see someone without a smile 

today, give ‘em one of yours.”
Take an umbrella with one when hear-

ing the “Talk of the Grove.”
Charles and “Pidge” Anderson are so 

very thankful that all is well at their 
home. They are especially grateful for the 
community’s help in bringing things back 
to normal following the small twister that 
brought havoc to their home.  

Eugene Varner enjoyed the weekend 
visit of his grandson, Bentley.  They, along 
with Evelyn and Nathaniel, enjoyed the 
Saturday evening’s farm bureau dinner 

meeting.
Evelyn Varner and Wanda Pitsenbarger 

spent last Monday night with Joyce and 
Robin Marshall at McGaheysville, Vir-
ginia.  

Last Thursday, Derek Crider came 
home to home to spend time with family. 
He then left early Saturday morning to 
participate in the West Virginia Spartan 
Race near the New River Gorge. Derek 
placed 29 out of 1072 participants.

Sunday, Ken Roberts competed in the 
GFNY bicycle race in Bremen, Germany. 
Lots of wind, but ultimately a lot of fun. 
There were 2000 entrants, and he was 
able to get second place for his age group.  
Ken was happy with that. Congratula-
tions, Ken! Ken and Margie plan to spend 
this week in Berlin, Germany, before 
returning home. They have found the 
people helpful and kind, making the trip 
a real bonus.

Willard Rader is recuperating at home, 
following a few days in the hospital. That 
is good news.

Dolly Parton clickety-clacks for the chin 
waggers are as follows:

She once lost a Dolly Parton lookalike 
contest.

She preferred pie over cake for her 
birthday.

Her first crush was Johnny Cash.
Dolly, the cloned sheep, was nicknamed 

after Dolly.
Reportedly, her enormous breasts were 

insured for $600,000.
Dolly and her husband, Carl Dean, 

raised five of her younger siblings.
September birthdays include Loretta 

Blankenship and Gail Bowers, first; 
“Butch” Puffenbarger and Shirley Sisson, 
second; Trent Alt, third; Eleanor Simmons 
and Ralph Parker, fifth; Sandy Smith 
and Mike Eye, sixth; Noah Kobetic and 
Dawn Frame, seventh; Kelly Sites and 
Allen Sisson, eighth; Lorena Hoover, Liz 
Summerville and Lucinda Harper, ninth; 
Cara Mitchell, 10th; Mary Simpson, 12th; 
and Barbara Woodward, Brenna Mitchell, 
Carrie Harman, Kyler Kiser and Laura 
George, 13th.

Concerns are for Roger and Joan Ashley, 
Mercedes Aumann, Dave Basagic, “Bo” 
Boggs, family and friends of Jimmy Bow-
ers, Jeff Craig, Stanley Dahmer, Clinton 
Eye, Isaac Eye, Carl Gant, Sue Hall, 
Clyde Hamilton, Chip Harper, Armanda 
Heavner, Starr Hedrick, Keith Hoover, 
Mickey Huffman, Cynthia Hurry, Gary 
Jamison, Mike and Lisa Jamison, Tara 
Kelley, Stanley Kile, Keith Kimble, Lori 
Ann Lambert, Melissa Lambert, the fam-
ily and friends of Nettie Losh, Skip and 
Roger Mallow, Yvonne Marsh, Harold 
Michael, Dottie Mitchell, Helen Nash, 
Willa Nelson, Ronald Pitsenbarger, Alda 
Propst,  Sheldon Propst, Willard Rader, 
Jimmy Rexrode, Robbie Sites, Kitty and 
Curtis Waggy, Jr. and Edwin Wimer.

Tom Mitchell, son of the late Hugh and Gertrude 
Puffenbarger Mitchell, was presented the 40th 
annual Pendleton County Farm Bureau Service 
Award.

PCHS Wildcat JV
Volleyball Schedule

Sept.	 8	 East Hardy..... 6:00	 (H)
	 15	 Tucker
			   County......... 6:00	 (H)
	 28	 Bath County... 6:00	 (A)
Oct.	 5	 Highland......... 6:00	 (A)
	 6	 Petersburg...... 6:00	 (H)
	 8	 East Hardy..... 6:00	 (A)
	 19	 Bath County... 6:00	 (H)

PCMS Wildcat
Golf Schedule		

Sept. 	 7	 @ Valley View........4:00
			   (4 participants)
	 9	 @ Highlands..........4:00
			   (Petersburg)
	 23	 @ Highlands..........4:00
			   (Petersburg)
	 28	 @ Cumberland
			   Country Club.......4:00
			   (4 participants)
Oct. 	 1	 @ Highlands........10:00
			   (Frankfort & 5
			   others)
		  @ Highlands........12:00
			   (PVL - 4 participants)
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In Battle of Quarterbacks, Wildcats Pull Away Late at Petersburg
By Stephen Smoot

Two of the best quarterbacks in West Virginia high school 
football took the field in Petersburg last Friday night when 
fourth ranked in Class A Pendleton County engaged a host 
of Vikings, ranked in the top 10 in Class AA.

Both teams offer much more than great quarterback play, 
showing balance on offense, defenses capable of big plays, 
and postseason experience. In recent years, though, Peters-
burg has put the Wildcats through some hard luck games. 

However, the hard luck started for Petersburg. Under per-
fect conditions for late August, the Vikings took the opening 
kickoff to their own 30. On the first play from scrimmage, 
a strong nine-yard run resulted in a fumble recovered by 
Pendleton County. Peyton Matheny, Viking quarterback, 
bounced back and forth like a pinball, exploding forward for 
yardage before the fumble.

Matheny brings extraordinary quickness and a strong 
arm to the Viking offense. Every time he gets the ball in his 
hands, he has a Tavon Austin-like ability to use quick moves 
to create space. Matheny is a threat to score on every play.

Colton Roberson, captain of last year’s Class A all-state 
squad, has developed along the lines of former West Virginia 
University great Major Harris. He runs more often downhill, 
using strength and shiftiness to pick up big yardage plays. 
That said, his strong and accurate arm led to a number of 
big plays downfield in his first two years as a starter.

Last season, if the Wildcats had one Achilles’ heel, it was 
in the first few minutes of action. Opposing teams at times 
struck first. Pendleton County’s quick strike offense usually 
negated early disadvantages. However, there was no such 
problem on Friday night. 

On the first play from scrimmage, Roberson chugged 
through defenders, breaking arm tackles and getting to the 
Viking 15. After a flag made it first and 17 from the Viking 
24, Roberson tossed a quick out to Britton Lough on the right 
for 17 yards. Lough then took a wide receiver screen inside 
the 10. Roberson capped the drive with a run off the left side. 

Travis Owens’ kick made the opening score 7-0.
Last year’s opener against Keyser saw Wildcat receivers 

dicing up the Golden Tornado man-to-man defense for deep 
passes. Petersburg tried to keep Wildcat receivers in front 
of the defensive backfield. All night, Zac Smith, head coach, 
dialed up plays that saw his accurate quarterback hitting 
swift receivers in stride on crossing patterns, usually with 
no need to slow down for the ball, allowing them to explode 
upfield for big gains.

The first half played out like a heavyweight fight between 
the two squads. The Wildcats ended the first quarter with 
a 14-6 advantage, but Petersburg fought back to a 21 all tie 
at the half. 

Pendleton County came out of the half hungry. Starting 
from their own 29, Roberson took the ball himself on the 
speed option and pushed forward to the 42. Helped by mod-
erate gains and one of many Viking personal fouls on the 
evening, the Wildcats had fourth and inches at the Viking 35. 

Despite the fired-up crowd, Roberson gave the ball to 
Owens who motioned into the backfield. He easily picked 
up the first down. Cameron Wyatt advanced the ball to the 
25 on a similar play. 

A few plays later, Braylon Willis got the handoff and blew 
through a big hole on the right side. He fought through two 
would-be tacklers at the goal line for his touchdown.

Willis made big plays with his athleticism last year, but 
the raw talent had to stand in for an injured senior. This 
year against Petersburg, he showed more patience in finding 
holes, following blockers, and getting the most out of each 
play, showing tremendous consistency with his play.

The Vikings punched back on their next drive, going 66 
yards in seven plays. One subtle detail showed the experi-
ence and leadership on the Wildcat defense. On second and 
20, the defense lined up with the outside receiver on the left 
uncovered. Before the snap, Roberson moved to cover the 
receiver until the cornerback could get into position.

This resulted in an incomplete pass, but the move showed 
maturity. Pendleton County did not have to burn a time 
out, nor did they give up a big play on a mistake. Players 
corrected a problem quickly on their own. 

On third and 20, however, Matheny performed another 
magic act. He went back to pass, moved around until he 
found a crease in the defensive line, rocketed through it, 

and picked up a critical first down. 
In the first half, the defensive line found itself behind 

the Viking quarterback and chasing him. As the game 
progressed, the line played with more discipline, staying 
in front of Matheny to bottle him up. While it did not work 
on this play, the Wildcats were more effective against his 
scrambling plays as the game wore on. 

Matheny scored on first and goal at the nine when he rolled 
right and followed blockers into the end zone. The crowd 
came alive as the public address announcer shouted, “We 
have a new game” with the score now Vikings 28, Pendleton 
County 27 after the kick.

Wyatt took the kickoff deep, started left, then followed 
blockers upfield to the Wildcat 40. Willis on the first play 
from scrimmage worked his way forward for six yards. 

Two plays later came one of those kinds of plays that old 
men will talk about decades from now. After a penalty on sec-
ond and nine, Roberson took the ball on the speed option and 
moved to his right. He pulled back his arm in a freeze option 
pose on the run, froze the defender, then hit Owens about 10 
yards downfield on a crossing route in stride. The receiver 
turned up and outraced the defenders to another Wildcat 
score. With the conversion 
good, Pendleton County now 
owned a 35-28 advantage.

Petersburg took the ball 
back on the kick at their 
own 35. Their potent offense 
advanced the ball, but the 
defensive line did an out-
standing job on this drive of 
keeping Matheny corralled. 
They forced deep throws 
into dangerous situations, 
one after defensive lineman 
Wyatt Hoyt broke free and 
pressured him. 

Matheny did get a big run 
on a second and 26, with 
Lough making a touchdown 
saving tackle at the 22. A few 
plays later on first and goal 
inside the 10, a snap went 
over the quarterback’s head 
and rolled back to the 26. 
On third and goal from the 
nine, however, the defense 
recorded a crucial sack, forc-
ing a field goal attempt that 
fell short.

The Wildcats started at 
their own 12, but a Viking 
personal foul quickly moved 

them out to the 40. Petersburg gave up a great deal of yard-
age on personal foul penalties, especially in key situations. 

Another penalty followed pretty quickly as defenders 
tackled Willis by the facemask in the open field, pushing 
the visiting team closer to their objective.

On first and 10 from the Petersburg 40, Willis showed his 
utility. Ahead by a touchdown, time starting to tick away on 
the home team in the fourth quarter, the Wildcat running 
back gave his quarterback respite and helped his team eat 
the clock. He ran right, followed his blockers down the side-
line, and exploded past the sticks for a 16-yard run. 

Not long after, Roberson walked into the endzone on a two-
yard run. The conversion extended the lead to 43-28, but the 
Vikings had more time to play. On the fourth play of their 
drive, the Petersburg quarterback hit a receiver in stride on 
a crossing pattern, moving from the Wildcat 41 to the 19. A 
pass to the right corner of the end zone brought the Vikings 
within 43-35 with a little more than two minutes to play.

An onside kick attempt in the “bull rush” style failed to get 
the Vikings the ball back. When the final horn sounded, the 
Wildcats could enjoy knocking off a quality Class AA rival 
that had their number for several years.

Pendleton County achieved excellent balance on offense. 
Roberson accounted for 167 yards passing on 13 of 15 throws. 
He also had 89 yards on 11 carries for 256 total yards. Willis 
had a strong day on the ground with 10 carries for 76 yards, 
Cayson Armstrong averaged 14.2 yards per carry on five 
attempts for 71 yards.

Owens and Wyatt each carried the ball once and each 
picked up five yards. Will Smith also carried the ball one 
time for five yards.

In receiving, Owens led the team with 87 yards on four 
catches. Lough also had four receptions for 38. Wyatt pulled 
in two for 25, Armstrong one for eight, and Jonah See two 
for nine.

In total, the Wildcats had 251 yards on the ground and 
167 through the air, providing a balanced attack, featuring 
a number of weapons and giving opposing defensive coordi-
nators even more headaches this year. 

On defense, Ty Heavner had a sack. Spencer Hartman 
and David Noble combined for another. Wyatt led the team 
in tackles with nine, followed by Roberson and Owens with 
seven. Lough, Sam Eason, and Heavner with six, Ronnie 
Thompson with three, Rylan Tilley, Brennan Wyatt, and 
Albert Ramos-Rivera with one.

The preponderance of defensive linemen and linebackers 
racking up tackles also serves as a strong and positive sign 
for the rest of the season.

Friday, the Wildcats travel to Baker for a 7 p.m. game 
with the East Hardy Cougars.

Zac Smith, Wildcat head coach, talked in preseason about the weight 
room work of his team. It showed in the play of the offensive line and 
all others during the game. Here Bryce Basagic grades the road for 
quarterback Colton Roberson. Photo courtesy of Light in Motion.

Wildcats Rally, Then Roar 
in Opener Against Rams

By Stephen Smoot

The kids these days have 
a high level compliment that 
they share with each other, 
“O.G.” It technically means 
“original” or “old gangster,” 
but is usually applied to 
someone who is calm and 
cool, collected and effective 
in tight and tough situa-
tions, especially someone a 
bit older. 

On opening night, an 
“O.G.” showed up big time 
for the Pendleton County 
volleyball teams against the 
visiting Highland Rams.

New Head Coach Haley 
Terry, new head coach, had 
her team prepared to battle 
last week, but admitted that 
it felt “a little awkward.” 
Until last year, it was Terry 
roaming the Highland side-
line, directing that squad.

Chesnee Colaw launched 
the opening salvo of the 2026 
season. It led to a Kinsley 
Price spike and a 1-0 lead. 
Price then tapped the ball 
lightly to the middle for the 
second score. Shortly after, 
during a volley started by 
a Colbie Wimer serve, Price 
blocked a Ram attempt at 
the net.

In the first set, the Wild-
cats played precision volley-
ball, receiving and setting 
up their front line players 
well. Phoebe Pownell helped 
to break the game open dur-
ing her serve with four aces 
as she helped the Wildcats 
build a 14-3 lead. A Ram mis-
cue gave the serve back, this 
time to Alyssa Bennett, who 
rattled off three more aces.

Highland made up some 
ground by the end of the set, 
which concluded in a Tia 
Heavner spike and a score 
of 25-12.

The visiting squad ap-
peared much improved, once 
they got settled in. Highland 
has demonstrated improve-
ment in recent years and it 
showed in the second set. 
Underdog squads often bring 
their best when down one set 
to nothing, and the Rams 
were no exception. They 
caught the Wildcats a bit flat 
footed in the opening of the 
second set and showed their 
own prowess.

Highland took the first 

three scores of the second 
set on their way to an 8-3 
advantage over the Wildcats. 
Then came a long pause 
while officials examined the 
scoring. Pendleton County’s 
girls huddled up with each 
other and their coach as they 
prepared to rally. Highland’s 
squad took a much more 
loose approach to the delay 
as their coach spoke with 
officials.

Shortly after play resumed, 
the score was Highland 10 
and Pendleton County six. 
Enter the Wildcat “O.G.”

Olivia Gonshor, who has 
contributed to Wildcat bas-
ketball success in recent 
years, “came into practice 
and tryouts and showed 
enough to put her on varsi-
ty,” said Terry. “She showed 
me that ‘I deserve to be 
here.’”

She then showed everyone 
that she deserves to be here. 
With Gonshor’s team on its 
heels a bit with mistakes 
and playing hesitant, she 
opened her serve with eight 
aces in 12 serves. As the 
senior righted the ship for 
her squad, her teammates 
settled back in. By the time 
the Rams got the serve back, 
they stared up at an 18-11 
disadvantage. 

The last score in that series 
came from a Wimer cross 
court spike. 

Pendleton County cruised 
in the rest of the set, with 
Katie Heavner scoring a 
cross court shot for the 24th 
point. Pownell served up an 
ace to close it out at 25-14.

In the third set, the Wild-
cats worked to close out the 
opposition. Wimer served 
strong early with a number 
of aces as they pulled out to 
a 7-2 lead. In one exchange, 
freshman Ava Bowers dove 
to the floor to keep the ball 
alive for another successful 
home team volley and score. 
She executed a similar hustle 
play later in the set.

Spikes from Wimer and 
Price down the set kept mo-
mentum on the side of the 
home team. Wimer’s serves 
helped to close the set out 
with three aces. A Price spike 
sealed the 25-11 victory for 
Pendleton County.

Today, the Wildcats travel 
to Petersburg for a tri-match 
with Martinsburg and Pe-
tersburg, The Vikings as of 
this writing has raced out to 
a three and one record early 
in the 2026 season, with wins 
over Keyser, Paw Paw, and 
Tygarts Valley and a loss to 
Washington. 

Phoebe Pownell sets the ball as Tia Heavner gets into position to 
make a play against Highland County. Photo courtesy of Light in 
Motion.

Pendleton County Golfers Keep Their 
Eyes on Preparing for the Postseason

By Stephen Smoot

“It’s been a good season so far,” reports 
Mike Eye, Pendleton County head golf coach.

On Aug. 18 at Valley View, nine golfers 
combined for a score of 181 in competition 
with Moorefield, Petersburg, and Washing-
ton. Landon Davis and Dylan Eye both placed 
in the top 10. 

Not long after in a match with teams from 
Tucker County and Notre Dame, the Wild-
cats had four top 10 finishers. Davis scored 
a 40, Eye a 42, Jake Thompson a 48 and 
Hayden Kimble a 52.

Coach Eye explained that the team “got 
a hot start and things have settled a little 
bit.” He went on to add that “our first match, 
everyone was firing on all cylinders. Every-
one is shaking out close to where we thought 
they’d be.”

The team has a varsity squad of six play-
ers. Eye shared that his one and two golfers 
are in tight competition, as well as his third 
and fourth. Fifth and sixth are pretty close 
as well. As he described, competition among 
teammates is spirited, but never breaks team 
camaraderie. “They’re not out there to outdo 
each other,” the coach noted. 

Rankings are objectively determined by 
a national high school golf website called 
iwamamaker, which covers West Virginia 
high school action.

The coaching staff this year added a new 
wrinkle to the system to enhance competi-
tiveness. The seventh ranked player on the 
team once per week can pose a nine-hole 
challenge to the sixth place player for their 
spot on varsity. 

One of the reasons why the team “settled a 

bit” after the first week lay in commitments 
by some of the players that pulled them away 
from the links. After being “off our rhythm,” 
for a time, the commitments are past and 
“everybody is here for the duration.”

As opposed to football where every regular 
season game has consequence, golf season 
represents two months of preparing one’s 
game for the matches that truly matter. “It 
all comes down to the regional tournament,” 
stated coach Eye. “You have to do well on that 
day. It doesn’t matter if you were number 
one all season.”

The challenge lies in each team reaching 
“their peak at the right moment.”

The coach had praise for how his team has 
worked to prepare for that moment. “I’m 
there seven days a week, even when we don’t 
have practice. I help to clean the driving 
range, picking up balls,” he stated. “They give 
us a lot of privileges, so I help when I can.”

One of the key privileges lies in free access 
to the course as long as the players walk. 
On days when the team has no practice and 
no game, yet the course is open, players 
will come on their own time to hone their 
games. “The bare minimum, just coming to 
practices and play is not enough to improve,” 
Eye commented.

“I’ve seen all of them out there on our 
so-called days off. It’s making a difference,” 
stated the coach, who added that it also 
shows their love of the sport.

The ultimate goal of the squad lies in de-
veloping the kind of consistency it takes to 
prevail in the regionals with a trip to Wheel-
ing as a very attainable prize.

For a squad finding its legs only a few years 
ago, that represents tremendous progress. 



Classified Business Directory

ELECTRICAL

FUEL

STORAGE SPACE

LEGAL 
ADVERTISEMENT

•Residential
•Commercial

•Standby 
Generators

Brandon Mallow

304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Licensed and Insured   WV057572

Mallow
ElEctric, LLC

— The Old Farmer’s Almanac

CONTRACTORS

AUTOMOTIVE

HEATING/COOLING

CLEANING

 •Detail Vehicles
  •Steam Clean
    Carpets  &
      Furniture
  •Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

J&L’s Reconditioning

BBB Accredited

Franklin
•Installations
 •Custom Duct Work
   •Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296
License # WV 062818
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FOR RENT
BISSELL CARPET 
Shampooer for rent. 
Bowman’s Do It Best. 
Call 304-358-2303.

WANTED
* P A I N T I N G *               
36 years experience: 
Houses, Barns, Roofs, 
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House 
Roofs, Log Homes, 
e tc .  Cal l  Ronnie 
Kimble, 358-7208 
WV03545.  3/5-10/29p

An Owl’s Hearing, Hunting...
•Owls have a very well-developed sense 

of hearing. Their asymmetrical ear 
openings permit sounds to be perceived 
in only a fraction of a second. This 
incredible ability allows them to hear mice under 
the snow in winter.

•Large feathered facial discs gather and 
concentrate sound waves like parabolic antennas.

•Owls have a large wing surface relative to body 
weight, which allows them to glide noiselessly. A 
comb-like fringe on the front and trailing edges 
of their wing feathers and a downy layer of fibers 
both work to muffle noise effectively. Scientists 
are using this knowledge to apply owl physiology to 
wind turbines, fans, cars, and eventually planes.

•Owls hunt at night and prefer to prey on nocturnal 
animals such as mice, rabbits, voles, and skunks. 
They also hunt grouse and pheasants.

On the Trail Word Search

TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF

VALUABLE REAL 
ESTATE

The undersigned  Sub-
stitute Trustee will, by vir-
tue of authority vested in 
him by that certain Trust 
Deed dated June 25, 2021 
by and between JONATH-
AN L. SIMMONS  to Jef-
frey S. Bowers and J. Stu-
art Bowers II,  Trustees, 
securing the Pendleton 
Community Bank, Inc. in 
the payment of a certain 
Promissory Note, said Note 
now in default, and said 
Trust Deed of record in the 
Office of the Clerk of the 
County Court of Pendleton 
County, West Virginia, in 
Trust Deed Book 169 at 
page 284,  on

FRIDAY,
September 11, 2026

beginning at 10:00 AM, of 
that day at the front steps 
to the Pendleton County 
Courthouse, Franklin,  
West Virginia,  offer for 
sale at Public Auction to 
the highest bidder the fol-
lowing described real es-
tate:

The following described 
tracts or parcels of real 
estate, together with any 
buildings and improve-
ments thereon located, ly-
ing and being situate in 
Franklin District, Pendle-
ton County, West Virginia, 
and being more particular-
ly described as follows:

TRACT NO. ONE: 
That certain lot or tract of 
real estate, lying and be-
ing situate on the east side 
of Propst Gap Road about 
one mile southeast of the 
Town of Franklin in Fran-
klin District, Pendleton 
County, West Virginia, and 
described as follows:

BEGINNING at a post 
on a line of Okey Bowers’; 
thence with new lines N. 
49-1/2 E. 9.12 poles up 
a hill to an iron post on 
hillside; S. 73-1/2 E. 17.60 
poles along a hillside to a 
post; S. 32 W. 9.36 poles 
down said hill to a post in 
a line of Okey Bowers’ and 
with said line N. 69-1/2 W. 
(old call) 19.56 poles to the 
beginning, containing 1 
acre, more or less, and 
being the same real estate 
granted and conveyed to 
Ciera D. Martin (aka Ciera 
D. Nine-Miller) and Dustin 

Nine-Miller, by Deed dated 
January 26, 2017 and of 
record in the Clerk’s Office 
of the County Commission 
of Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, in Deed Book 202, 
at Page 257, who thereaf-
ter granted and conveyed 
the same to Jonathan Sim-
mons, Grantor herein, by 
that Deed dated the 25th 
day of June, 2021, of record 
in the Clerk’s Office afore-
said in Deed Book 216 at 
page 196, to which refer-
ences are herewith made 
for all pertinent purposes.

TRACT NO. TWO: The 
following described tract 
or parcel of real estate, ly-
ing and being that certain 
triangular shaped lot or 
parcel of land, 1 mile from 
Franklin, on the Propst 
Road, in Franklin District, 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, adjoining and 
between the lands of W. 
M. Boggs, the lot of Jacob 
A. Propst and the lot of the 
said Leah Bowers, contain-
ing 74-1/2 square rods, or 
0.47 acres, more or less, 
designated in the 2020 
Land Book of Pendleton 
County, West Virginia, as 
Tax Map 28, Parcel 26, and 
being the same real estate 
granted and conveyed to 
Ciera D. Martin (nka Ciera 
D. Nine-Miller) and Dustin 
Nine-Miller, by Deed dated 
May 12, 2017, of record  in 
the Clerk’s Office aforesaid 
in Deed Book 203, at Page 
568, who thereafter grant-
ed and conveyed the same 
to Jonathan L. Simmons, 
Grantor herein, by that 
Deed dated the 25th day 
of June, 2021 of record in 
the Clerk’s Office aforesaid 
in Deed Book 216 at Page 
196, to which references 
are herewith made for all 
pertinent purposes.

The Grantor further 
grants and conveys to the 
Grantees, their heirs and 
assigns, all right of ways 
to the property herein 
conveyed, including, but 
not limited to, the right of 
way as more particularly 
set forth in a prior deed of 
conveyance, namely Deed 
Book 62, at Page 505.

This conveyance is made 
subject to all exceptions, 
reservations, covenants, 
conditions, easements, and 
rights-of-ways created or 
mentioned in prior instru-
ments of record affecting 
the property herein con-
veyed, as well as granting 
and conveying any and all 
rights of ways or easements 
of benefit for said property.

Said Substitute Trustee 
was duly appointed by in-
strument dated April 29, 
2025  and of record in the 
Pendleton  County Clerk’s 
Office in Trust Deed Book 
181 at page 13.

The real estate taxes are 
assessed on the 2026 Pend-
leton County Land Records 
in Franklin  District on Tax 
Map 28, Parcels 25 and 26.

Reference is hereby 
made to all instruments 
in the chain of title for any 
and all pertinent purposes.

The subject property 
will be sold in “AS IS” con-
dition.    The Trustee shall 
be under no duty to cause 
any existing tenant or per-
son occupying the subject 
property to vacate said 
property. 

(2024-C-000014-PENDLETON COUNTY-BDW MAN-
AGEMENT INC)

To: EDWARD CLINTON GRANT JR., MICHAEL W. 
HOWDYSHELL, JOHN M/DELANO, or heirs at law, 
devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, 
all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, 
administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties 
having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, 
and other parties that may have any interest in the 
subject property.

DISTRICT SUGAR GROVE MAP 33 PARCEL 0012 
0013 0000

You will take notice that BDW MANAGEMENT INC., 
the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert No. 
2024-C-000014, located in SUGAR GROVE District, 
.0637 ACRE FLEISHERS RUN which was returned 
delinquent  or nonentered in the name of GRANT 
EDWARD CLINTON JR,  and was sold by the deputy 
commissioner of delinquent and nonentered lands of  
PENDLETON County at the sale for the delinquent 
taxes on June 12, 2025. BDW MANAGEMENT INC. 
requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate 
will be made on or after November 1, 2026, as provided 
by law, unless before that day you redeem such real es-
tate. The amount needed to redeem on or before October 
31, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date 
of the certification, with interest, for tax year ticket 
number 2023 - 8512 .......................................... $351.02

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the 
date of certfication, with interest ......................... $0.00

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest 
to for tax year 2024-8643 .................................. $282.94

Additional taxes with interest .............................. $0.00

Auditor’s Certification, Publication and Redemption fee 
plus interest....................................................... $144.82

Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, 
publication, personal service, Secretary of State with 
interest ............................................................... $533.31

Additional Statutory Fees with interest .......... $634.73

Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor 
– cashier check, money order, certified or persnal check
.........................................................................$1,946.82

You may redeem at any time before October 31, 
2026 by paying the above total less any

unearned interest.

If the above real estate is your primary residence, you 
may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not 
more than three incremental payments that equal the 
total amount required to redeem the real estate prior to 
the issuance of the deed described above.

Given under my hand August 4, 2026

Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of PENDLETON County, State of 
West Virgina

Return this letter and payment to the
WV State Auditor’s Office,

County Collections Division
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East

Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568
8-20-3c

NOTICE OF
ANCILLARY

FILING WITHOUT ANY
ADMINISTRATION

OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given 
that a foreign will or affi-
davit has been filed before 
Pendleton County Commis-
sion at 100 S. Main Street, 
Franklin, WV  26807.

That no appointment 
of administration is being 
made pursuant to the pro-
visions of law but that a 
foreign will or affidavit of 
heirs of the decedent has 
been filed with the Pend-
leton County Commission, 
and is of record in the 
Pendleton County Clerk’s 
Office.

Any interested person 
objecting to the filing of the 
foreign will or affidavit or 
objecting to the absence of 
appointment or adminis-
tration being made in this 
state must be filed with the 
Pendleton County Com-
mission within 60 days 
after the date of first pub-
lication or within 30 days 
of the serving of this notice, 
whichever is later.  If an 
objection is not filed time-
ly, the objection is forever 
barred.

First Publication Date:
Thursday,
 August 27, 2026

Claim Deadline Date:
Monday,
   October 26, 2026

Decedent:
Alfred Olen Armstrong,
Highland County, VA
Filed by:
Shirley R. Armstrong,

FEDERAL TAX LIEN: 
In the event that there are 
Federal Tax Liens against 
the property, the United 
States would have the 
right to redeem the prop-
erty within a period of  120 
days from the date of such 
sale or the period allowable 
for redemption under local 
law,  whichever is longer.

Pursuant to the Deed 
of Trust, the Trustee may 
postpone the sale by public 
announcement at the time 
and place designated or 
by posting a notice of the 
same, and act by agent in 
the execution of the sale.  
The parties secured by the 
Deed of Trust reserve the 
right to purchase the prop-
erty at such sale.

TERMS OF SALE

$5,000.00 on day of sale 
and balance upon closing, 
not to exceed thirty days.    
Announcements made at 
sale take precedence over 
any written notice or ad-
vertisement.  

Persons interested in 
the property may contact 
James Paul Geary II, 104 
N. Main Street, Peters-
burg, West Virginia 26847, 
(304) 257-4155 or Darla 
A. Jones, Pendleton Com-
munity Bank, Inc. (304) 
358-2311.
   
JAMES PAUL GEARY II
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE
P. O. BOX 218
PETERSBURG, WV 26847
(304) 257-4155        8-20-3c

386 Myers-Moon Rd., Monterey, VA

September 2 - 5
www.highlandcountyfairva.com

REUNIONS
HARRISON & IDA 
Frances Wimer-Hed-
rick Reunion Sun-
day, September 13, 
Ruddle Park, Shelter 
#13. Lunch at 1:00 
p.m. Bring a dish & 
join us!                    1c
OLIVER PROPST 
Reunion,  Rodney 
Hoover residence, 
Hoover  Pavi l ion, 
Thorn Creek Road, 
September 6 at 1:00 
p.m. Everyone wel-
come.                       1p

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION

The administration 
of the following estates 
is pending in the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of 
Pendleton County, West 
Virginia, 100 S. Main 
Street, P. O. Box ll67, 
Franklin, West Virginia 
26807.  The names of the 
personal representatives 
are set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PER-
SONS ARE NOTIFIED 
THAT:

All persons on whom 
this notice is served who 
have objections that 
challenge the validity 
of the will, the qualifi-
cations of the personal 
representative, venue, or 
jurisdiction of this Com-
mission are required 
to file their objections 
with this Commission 
WITHIN SIXTY DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE 
OR THIRTY DAYS AF-
TER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF THE NOTICE, 
whichever is later.

All creditors of the 
decedent(s) and other 
persons having claims 
or demands against de-
cedent’s estate(s) must 
file their claims with 
this Commission WITH-
IN SIXTY DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF THE 
FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DE-
MANDS AND OBJEC-
TIONS NOT SO FILED 
WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED. 

The date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice is September 3, 2026.  
Deadline for claims is 
November 2, 2026.
                                                                                 
Susie Mae Thompson 
Estate – Nancy Bergdoll, 
Executrix;
Richard Dale Washing-
ton Estate –Joyce A. Mi-
chael, Executrix;
James G. Harper Estate 
– Wilma R. Harper, Ex-
ecutrix;
Jimmy Lee Bowers Es-
tate – Kimberly Bowers, 
Administratrix.

Subscribed and sworn 
to before me on August 
28, 2026.

Elise M. White, Clerk of 
the Pendleton County 
Commission           9-3-2c

Spouse,
Doe Hill, VA

Subscribed and sworn to 
before me on August 19, 

2026.

Elise M. White, Clerk of 
the Pendleton County 
Commission          8-27-2c



West Virginia Farmers Market Mini Grant Application Period Opens
By Stephen Smoot

Traditionally, farmers 
markets had one basic pur-
pose — provide a venue for 
farmers to bring produce 
convenient for customers 
to buy. 

With the resurgence in 
the past few decades in 
interest about where food 
comes from, consuming as 
much fresh food as possible, 
and generally improving the 
health of Americans through 
better food choices, farmers 
markets have grown their 
mission to harvest more at-
tention and customers.

Additionally, West Virgin-
ia’s Department of Agricul-
ture recognizes the growing 
convergence of appreciating 
freshly grown local foods 
and the Mountain State’s 
ever-expanding tourism 
market. As the West Vir-
ginia Agritourism Initiative 
explains, “across the state, 
agritourism partners are 
creating meaningful connec-
tions between agriculture, 
community, and visitors. 
From pick-your-own farms 
and family markets to win-
eries, distilleries, and edu-
cational experiences, these 
destinations reflect the crea-
tivity and collaboration.”

Supporting that growth 
is a grant of up to $5,000 
available from the West 
Virginia Farmers Market 
Association, supported by 
the WVDA. 

Applications opened on 

Aug. 7 during National 
Farmers Market Week and 
will extend through Sept. 
18 at 11:59 p.m.  West Vir-
ginia State Commissioner of 
Agriculture Kent Leonhardt 
noted, “Local farmers mar-
kets and the producers who 
support them are vital to 
our state’s economy, as well 
as food security.” 

He added that “when we 
saw bottle necks in the na-
tional food system, it was 
West Virginia farmers who 
stepped up to feed our citi-
zens. The pandemic proved 
how important local agricul-
ture is to our communities, 
so this week get out and 
support those markets and 
their farmers.” 

Regionally, these grants 
have proved vital in support-
ing the different missions of 
differing markets. Each 
organizer and community 
has a different perception of 
farmers markets and what 
they can do for customers 
and community. A diversity 
of styles and efforts makes 
them even more enjoyable 
for locals and tourists alike. 

A 2023 grant helped the 
Franklin-based Pendleton 
County Farmers Market to 
purchase a modern point 
of sale system. Its director, 
Annie Humes, used it to 
further the goal of reducing 
sale barriers to local produc-
ers by creating an efficient 
consignment sale system. 

Humes continues to en-
courage anyone interested 
in producing for sale, even 
in small amounts, to en-
gage the Pendleton County 
Farmers Market with the 
goal lying in encouraging 
producers to try direct sales 
to customers through the 
market.

The Wardensville Farm-
ers Market in Hardy Coun-
ty used a 2025 grant to 

purchase equipment and 
support marketing. That 
business sells locally grown 
and produced foods, attract-
ing a large tourism base 
of customers to the town. 
The market also engages in 
projects to educate young 

people in agriculture busi-
ness and production.

Humes also serves as Pen-
dleton County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau director 
and often organizes educa-
tional and fun events at the 
market as well. 
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13869 Mountaineer Dr., Riverton                         304-567-2999 • 1-540-246-2999
Pictures and Full Description of ALL Our Inventory

Online at teddavisautosales.com

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

Great Financing Rates Now Available

R/Vs & RECREATIONAL ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2016 FORD E-450 w/Jayco Greywolf 31FS Motorhome Conversion,  V-10, auto., ldd. w/features, only 26K miles ...............$34,900

TRUCKS ............................................................................................................................................................................................ SALE
2024 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB S/BED 4X4, 5.3 liter V-8, auto., ldd., 42K miles, white .......................$34,900
2024 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4 “BIGHORN EDITION,” Cummins diesel, auto., ldd., white, 58K miles
  ...................................................................................................................................................................... SPECIAL $48,500 $46,500
2023 FORD F-550 CREW CAB LARIAT 4X4, 7.3 gas V-8, auto., ldd., burgundy, only 2K miles, new cond. ..........................$69,500
2020 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW SHORTBED 4X4, XLT sport pkg. 2.7 V-6, auto., ldd., silver, 118K miles ..........................$24,900
2019 FORD F-150 SUPERCAB 4X4, FX4 & STX pkg. 5.0 liter V-8, auto., ldd., 137K miles, red, very sharp ...........................$19,900
2019 NISSAN FRONTIER CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4, 4.0 liter V-6, auto., ldd., charcoal, 92K miles ............................ $19,500
2018 FORD F-250 S/CAB LONGBED 4X4, 6.7 diesel, auto., air, etc., white, 275K VDOT highway miles ...............................$21,900
2008 FORD F-550 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, w/ mechanic’s crane and auger, 6.4 dsl., auto., air, etc. ......... SPECIAL $26,900 $19,500
2006 FORD F-250 CREW CAB S/BED LARIAT 4X4, 6.0 diesel, auto., ldd., wht/tan, 223K miles ..........................................$18,500
2005 FORD F-350 4X4 KING RANCH DUALLY, 6.0 diesel, auto., ldd., white & tan, only 60K miles ....................................$39,500
PASSENGER VEHICLES ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2025 FORD BRONCO 4-DR “BADLANDS SASQUATCH PKG.,” V-6, auto., ldd., blue, only 6K miles, 72K new ..............$49,500
2022 KIA SORENTO AWD PREMIUM EDITION,  2.5 liter, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., light gray, 92K miles ....................................$23,500
2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premium Pkg.,” ldd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $19,900 $17,900
2021 JEEP WRANGLER 2-DR HARDTOP “80TH ANNIVERSARY PKG.,” V-6, auto., ldd., orange, 64K miles
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $24,900 $22,500
2021 KIA SELTOS PREMIUM PKG., AWD, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., bronze, 104K miles, ex. cond. ................................................$16,500
2020 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 liter 4-cyl., auto., ldd., Ruby red, 116k miles, very sharp ......................................................$14,900
2020 SUBARU OUTBACK AWD WAGON, 2.5 liter, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., olive green, 114K miles .............SPECIAL $19,500 $17,500
2019 INFINITI QX60 LUXE AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., pearl white, 94K miles ...............................................SPECIAL $19,500 $17,900
2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT “SPORT PKG” AWD, 2.3 4-cyl., auto., ldd., dark cherry, 115Kmiles, very sharp
  ......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL  $18,900 $17,900
2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR SPORT 4X4, V-6, auto., ldd., white, 89K miles ........................................SPECIAL $18,900 $17,900
2017 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., copper color, 118K miles, sharp .............................................................$14,900
2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., white, 124K miles ...................................................................................$12,900

   

SGR422A 1.891 Acres, w/3,637 sq. ft., 3 Bed, 3 Bath Brick 
home located in Franklin Corp. LP Furnace, Heat Pump & 
Baseboard Electric. Public water & sewer. Barn, Camper 
Shed and Garage. $429,000.00.
SGR416A 5.12 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Spa-
cious Loft area. Cistern, Septic, Shed. New Metal Roof, 
New Sliding Door, Newly Sealed Deck. Access to 9 acre 
Common Area. Located Kile Knob Subdivision, Franklin 
District. $239,000.00.
SGR413A 3.0 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Loft. Off grid, 
Solar, generator. Access to 9 acre Common Area. Located 
Kile Knob Subdivision, Franklin District. $289,000.00.
SGR412A 5.69 Acres, w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, built in 2010. 
Loft for overflow sleeping, Septic, 1800 Gallon Cistern, 
WaSOLD Outbuilding, Wood Shed. Very well maintained. 
Located in Dry Run area. Shared ROW. Franklin District, 
Pendleton Cty. $180,000.00. 
SGR410A 1492 Dice Warner Road, Circleville, 3 Bed, 2 
Bath, log siding and rock home, top of Teter Gap, gor-
geous mountain views, 2 living rooms, propane heat/AC 
and a forced air wood furnace. House being sold “AS-IS.” 
$249,900.00.
SGR409A 0.04 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home located 
on 18 Spruce St., Franklin Corp. New Hot water heater                
w/expansion tank, New stainless steel appliances, New 
guttering system, Cement driveway, Hard wired Ring 
cameras with motion lights. Mini-Splits and new window 
installation in 2021. $175,000.00.
SGR408A 7.88 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Log Siding Cabin, 
Fully & Tastefully Furnished, Large Decks, Full Finished 
basement, Screened in Porch, Spring Water. Higher clear-
ance vehicle recommended. Buck Ridges Development. 
Some Restrictions. $285,000.00.
SGR406A World Class View at 3017 ft, overlooking beau-
tiful Germany Valley & Spruce Knob. Located in Seneca 
Lookout Development. 70.00 Acres w/2 Bed, 2.5 Bath 1.5 
Story Log Cabin. Baseboard Elec & Wood Heat, Well, 
Septic, Outbuilding, Joins National Forest. $749,000.00. 
SGR403A 15.38 Acres, w/4-6 Bed, 2 Bath Contemporary 
Home. Make it your Residence or it would make a great  
Retreat Center. Great views, surrounded by mountain 
ranges. Double Kitchen, dual W/D Hookups, 2 Heat 
Pumps, 37KW Generac backup generator, Spacious   
workshop/garage. Large Spring Fed Pond. Franklin Dis-
trict, Pendleton Cty. $929,000.00  $879,000.00 REDUCED 
$789,000.00.
SGR402A 0.62 Acres w/3 Bed, 1.5 Bath Ranch Home 
located in Upper Tract, WV. Brick exterior, Metal Roof, 
Carport, Unfinished Basement, Septic, Public Water. Nice 
level lot. Mill Run District, Pendleton Cty. $269,000.00 
REDUCED $229,000.00..
SGR400A  5 Bed, 3 Bath home located in Franklin District 
on 2.5 acres offers privacy in peaceful, wooded surround-
ings while being near schools and all town amenities. At-
tached 2 car garage, partially finished basement, fenced 
yard, Heat Pump & Central AC, 3 Fireplaces, Well, Septic 
and Water Filtration system. $549,000.00 REDUCED 
$525,000.00.

SGR393A 14.5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin with very ef-
ficient use of space. Located on Dry Run Rd. 1900 gallon 
Cistern. Wood & Electric Heat. $249,000.00 REDUCED 
$239,000.00.
SGR392A Custom Canadian White Cedar Log Home.        
4 Bed, 2 Bath, 3,088 sq. ft. Cabin on 119.45 acres located 
in Hidden Valley. Red Oak and Mexican Tile flooring. Two 
Car Garage & partial basement. Mature plants and trees. 
Some Restrictions apply. Franklin District. $919,000.00  
$899,000.00 REDUCED $849,000.00.
SGR385A 11.54 Acres w/3+ Bed, 3 Bath Cabin located 
in Buck Ridges Dvlpmt. Screened porch, Deck, Stone 
Patio, Primary BD w/En-suite. Beautiful wood, Tile, Float-
ing Linoleum flooring. Lots of natural light, Metal Roof, 
Board and Batten Exterior. 3080 assessed sq ft. Very well 
maintained. $325,000.00.
SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar                        
powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting 
Range, Excellent Hunting, Franklin District. $399,000.00 
REDUCED $379,000.00.
SGR382B 35 Acres, Strauter Rd, Ruddle area. Year-Round 
Spring. Building Lots. Utilities. Excellent Hunting. Life 
Estate on 6 Acres. Franklin District. $169,000.00.
SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath 
Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove 
& lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern 
Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00 REDUCED 
$270,000.00. 
SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2 
car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by 
Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah 
Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round 
spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg. 
sites. NEW LISTING $2,250,000.00.
SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants 
& Restrictions. Nice View. $89,900.00.
SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at 
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property 
adjoins neighboring motel. $425,000.00  $320,000.00 
$299,000.00 $229,000.00 REDUCED $219,000.00.
SGR056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3 
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue 
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00.
SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective          
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-
dywine on Rte 33 East of Franklin. Lots from $22,836.00. 
SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.  
Franklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00. 

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.
Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002  
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent  304.668.1050
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

sugargrovewv.com 
304.358.3332/3337  304.358.3334 (fax)

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWV.COM

39 Maple Ave 
PO Box 999 
Franklin, WV 26807 

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

SOLD

Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714
Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283

Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982 Angie Nelson - 304-358-2524

61 Chestnut St.,
Franklin, WV 26807

NEW LISTING - DRY RUN - FRANKLIN DISTRICT - 6.01 acres w/3 BR, 
2 BA trailer, excellent condition, w/deck, swimming pool, washer, dryer, 
refrig., public water, metal roof, out bldg., new 35x36 metal shop w/heat 
and air, good hunting, views, private. $198,000.

BRANDYWINE - 3-4 BR, 2 BA brick ranch, built-in-garage, 20’x40’ pavil-
ion, creek, on 2.01 ac.$299,900 $249,900.

FRANKLIN - 2 BR, 1 BA Lindel wood siding home on 2.26 acres. $180,000 
$170,000 $160,000.

FRANKLIN - 4 BR, 2 BA, 2 story Pre-Civil War home with basement in 
town. 2 apartments, detached. Paved parking area. $310,000 $290,000.

SMOKE HOLE - 13.93 +/- ac., adjoining National Forest, 2 story cabin, 3 
rental cabins, 2 ponds. $849,000 $749,000 or best offer.

SOLD

Sugar grove BuilderS
Sugar Grove, WV

304-249-1584

•Roofing
   •Decks
       •Garages           
Jeremy Swartzentruber

WV 060843

FHS Class of 1958 Holds 68th Reunion

Franklin High School Class of 1958 held its 68th class reunion on Aug. 8 at the Wood Grill in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Attending were, from left, front row, Janice Sevier Carpenter, Patty Shaw Harper, 
Wilma Hevener Mitchell, Thelma Wimer Lohr and Barbara Moyers Gutshall; and back row, Billy Hartman, Betty Heavner Puffenbarger, Kitty Bennett, Sylvia Kimble Ours, Gene Boggs, Margaret Stone 
Bolton and Elton Bowers.


