
Pendleton County Commission Approves 
Time Capsule Placement at Courthouse

By Stephen Smoot

“We pray for our community. We pray 
for our county. We pray for our state. We 
pray for our nation,” shared Commissioner 
Roger Dahmer, county commissioner, in the 
customary invocation. All then recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the meeting got 
underway.

Rick Gillespie, Pendleton County Emergen-
cy Services coordinator, shared work planned 
for the General Services Building. Efforts 
starting during the summer will soon come 

together to revamp the entryway to prevent 
the general public and other office workers 
from accessing the GSB through the office of 
the Public Service District.

A second set of doors serving as a secure 
pass through will “help the flow of people” 
through there.

The onset of chilly weather in October also 
sparked discussion on heating solutions for 
the building. Gillespie noted that the com-
mission would need to decide if the structure 
would use the old boiler for another year or 
install a modern system to heat different 

areas of the building.
Annie Humes came to the meeting to share 

that she and Hayley Craig, social studies 
teacher at Pendleton County Middle/High 
School, had been working with eighth grad-
ers on an America 250 project centered 
around a time capsule. They were learning 
about heritage and historical memory be-
fore choosing items to place in the capsule. 
The Pendleton County Commission granted 
permission to place the time capsule in the 
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College, Career 
Fair Scheduled

Get hired or prepare for  
a person’s next move at the 
College and Career Fair to 
be held from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Nov. 5 at Eastern West 
Virginia Community and 
Technical College located at 
316 Eastern Drive in Moore-
field.

Connect with 50+ employ-
ers and 20+ colleges and 
universities from across the 
tri-state area. Explore job 
opportunities, career path-
ways, education, and trans-
fer options, all in one place.

For more information or 
questions, contact Dixie 
Heavener, career counselor  
at 304-434-8000 ext. 9239 
or email Dixie.Heavener@
easternwv.edu.

Spruce Mountain Ruri-
tan Club will host a Fall 
Fest from 2 to 5 p.m. Satur-
day at the Clinton Hedrick 
Community Building in 
Riverton. Activities include 
pumpkin carving and paint-
ing, games, cake walks, face 
painting, sweet treats, con-
cessions and a costume con-
test at 2:30 p.m.

Ruritans To Host
Fall Fest Saturday

Pendleton County Fam-
ily Support Center, in part-
nership with the Pendleton 
County Ministerial Associa-
tion, is sponsoring St. Nick’s 
Toy Chest. Donations of new 
toys for Pendleton County 
children, ages 0 - 12 years, 
may be dropped off at 30 
Maple Ave. in Franklin from 
Nov. 1 to 25.

New Toys Sought
For Local Kids

Halloween activities are 
scheduled for Saturday in 
Franklin. A parade will be-
gin at 3:30 p.m. at the town 
parking lot. Participants are 
to gather at 3:15 p.m. Games 
will follow at the community 
building. Trick or treating is 
scheduled from 5 to 7 p.m. in 
the town.

Halloween Events
Planned in Franklin

Emergency Management, County Commission, 
Sheriff’s Department Discuss LPR Cameras

By Stephen Smoot

In  the  f i r s t  Pend le -
ton County Commission 
meeting in October, Rick 
Gillespie, Pendleton County 
Emergency Services coordi-
nator, shared that he had 
received a substantial grant 
to pay for cameras that had 
the ability to read license 
plates of vehicles traveling 
on the highways

These cameras are not 
made by the Flock company, 
nor do they have the contro-
versial enhanced abilities 
that have raised concerns. 
Those eyed by the office of 
emergency management 
could take an image of a li-
cense plate, but do not have 
the advanced artificial intel-
ligence capabilities. 

Gillespie had applied for 
the grant prior to the public 
outcry over stories of abuse 
of Flock camera information 
and wanted the commission 
and sheriff’s department 

both to weigh in on whether 
he should accept the grant 
or not.

The grant paid for four 
cameras originally, but Gile-
spie noted that during the 
course of time the price had 
gone up on the devices and 
the grant may not cover all 
four. 

Josh Dempsey, chief dep-
uty, shared that the “public 
outcry is overblown about 
it.” The media has reported 
a number of scandals involv-
ing misuse of the advanced 
Flock camera capabilities, 
often by officers tracking 
vehicles of  paramours. 
Dempsey argued that on 
one hand, law enforcement 
has a number of tools be-
sides cameras that can be 
similarly abused. 

Carl Hevener, commission 
president, suggested that 
those abusing such systems 
should face jail time in ad-
dition to fines. 

“All  of  that needs to 

be tightly controlled,” he 
shared and got the agree-
ment of commissioners and 
Gillespie. Dempsey added 
that West Virginia law pre-
vents their use for traffic 
enforcement. Primary use 
would be to pursue crimi-
nals fleeing law enforce-
ment, tracking down adults 
and children who had been 
abducted, and locating sen-
iors suffering from dementia 
or similar conditions who 
may drive off and get lost.

The Town of Moorefield 
installed similar cameras 
on highways leading out 
of town. On multiple occa-
sions, offenders escaping 
the Moorefield Police De-
partment have been quickly 
caught by West Virginia 
State Police, Hardy County 
Sheriff’s Department, and 
West Virginia Department 
of Transportation Police. 
One was a set of individu-
als from out of state going 
into banks to try and access 

residents’ bank accounts il-
legally. All were caught on 
Corridor H quickly.

The Moorefield Police De-
partment, said Steven Rig-
gleman, chief, explained 
that their “basic” Motorola 
cameras “capture a still 
photograph of the rear of 
the vehicle as it passes 
the camera.” Riggleman 
explained that they have 
an “auditable” system that 
tracks exactly who conducts 
a search and for what on 
their system. He also shared 
that the cameras helped to 
capture a number of felons, 
including an armed robber.

He assured  those  in 
Moorefield last spring also 
that “the LPR system does 
not replace police work, 
investigations, witnesses, 
interviews, evidence collec-
tion, or probable cause. It 
provides another piece of 
information that may help 
establish where a particular 
vehicle was at a particular 

time.”
Dempsey added that Flock 

uses aggressive licensing 
fee regimes. They will offer 
large numbers of units for 
installation, then charge 
governments using them 
significant fees to keep them 
in operation. He concluded 
that “Flock is getting too big 
for their britches.”

Commissioners passed a 
motion to approve obtaining 
and installing the cameras. 

Frightfully Good Family Fun and Community 
Fellowship Coming to the North Fork for Halloween

By Stephen Smoot

The nights now bring a 
nip of frost. The breezes that 
blow carry crispy, crunchy 
fall leaves that float hither 
and yon until the wind de-
cides to deposit them some-
where. 

Bags of candy and costumes 

are flying off the shelves, and 
Pendleton County’s football 
team is about to wrap up 
another outstanding season.

It’s definitely Halloween 
time!

This year with Halloween 
falling on a Saturday, the 
timing is perfect for two 
community organizations to 
break out the pumpkins and 
candy and welcome the kids 
for fun and treats. 

Celebrations of Halloween 
on the North Fork this year 
start at the Clinton He-
drick Community Building 
in Riverton. With North Fork 
Elementary School unable 
to do its normal Halloween 
party, Spruce Mountain 
Ruritan Club has stepped 
in to fill the need. “This is 
our first annual Halloween 
event,” shared Lisa Faust 
from the Spruce Mountain 

Ruritan Club.
Ruritan started as a 

monthly community din-
ner that branched out and 
evolved into filling a num-
ber of community service 
functions. These are based 
on the three-word slogan 
of “Fellowship, Goodwill, 
and Community Service.”  
Clubs then each form five 
committees to address this 
vision, comprised of and 
for business and profes-
sions, environment, public 
service, social development, 
and youth. Nothing happens 
without Ruritan members’ 
hard work, however. Earlier 
this month, a team went to 
take care of landscaping at 
the Clinton Hedrick Build-
ing, as they called it, “spruc-
ing up” the outside.

Taking over a community 
Halloween celebration for 

the area families serves as 
a perfect example of those 
principles in action.

The young and the young-
at-heart will enjoy pumpkin 
carving, old-fashioned cake 
walks, games, face paint-
ing, concessions, treats, and 
a costume contest at 2:30.  
Contributions from gener-
ous sponsors made sure that 
concessions would come at 
no cost.

Faust said, “It’s all for the 
kids. Everyone is excited 

about doing it.” Help has 
come from all over Pendleton 
County, including T&K Mar-
kets, Harpers Old Country 
Store, Country Décor, Red 
Lick Farm Greenhouse, and 
Greer Lime. 

Festivities will last until 
about five o’clock in the 
evening.

At that point, just a few 
miles down the road, the 
Seneca Rocks Volunteer Fire 
Department will provide 
“a family-friendly evening 

of community fun.” With 
streets for trick-or-treating 
few and far between in the 
North Fork, the VFD is of-
fering space to have a full 
trunk-or-treat party from 5 
to 7 p.m.

As the VFD stated in a re-
lease, “Everyone is welcome 
to park, set up a spot, and 
join us in handing out treats 
to the kids.” It also encour-
aged all to “come out and 
show off your cute Halloween 
designs.”

Spruce Mountain Ruritan Club members spruced up the Clinton Hedrick Community Building prior 
to sponsoring a Fall Fest this Saturday.



Loris M. Shreve

Loris M. Shreve, 91, of Up-
per Tract passed away Oct. 
24, 2026, at Grant Memorial 
Hospital in Petersburg.

She was born Feb. 8, 1935, 
in Smoke Hole and was the 
daughter of the late Vernon 
Jefferson Kimble and Glona 
Lessie Alt Kimble.

Mrs. Shreve was a 1953 grad-
uate of Franklin High School.

She, along with her husband, 
Alonzo Elwood Shreve, owned 
and operated Shreve’s Store 
from 1957 - 2017.

She enjoyed yodeling, espe-
cially with the bands at the 
store on Memorial Day and 
Labor Day weekends.  She 
produced a CD which she sold 
at the store and even had some 
Europeans come to purchase 
her CD.  Tending her flowers 
was also a favorite pastime.

On Jan. 23, 1953, she mar-
ried her husband, Alonzo 
Shreve, who preceded her in 
death on June 11, 2020.

Surviving are two daughters, 
Amy Shreve (Fred Mallow) 
of Upper Tract and Carolyn 
Shreve Ritter of Yulee, Florida; 
a son, Roy A. Shreve (Nancy) 
of Upper Tract; two broth-
ers, Loyen Kimble (Shirley) of 
Augusta and Luther Kimble 
of Alexandria, Virginia; five 
grandchildren, Sharon Michael 
(Tyson), Barb Feaster, Garry 
Simmons, Doug Simmons, 
and Samuel Wood (Ryan); six 
great-grandchildren, Brooklyn, 
Brittany, Jacqueline, Jacob, 
Haley and Madison; and nine 
great-grandchildren.

She was also preceded in 
death a brother, Ira Vernon 
Kimble, and six sisters, Iva 
Arvella Kimble Alt, Lessie 
Dorothy Kimble Weisenmiller, 
Willa Ardella Kimble Mowery, 
Patricia Kimble Groves, Naomi 
Kimble Malick and Vertie Kim-
ble, an infant.

A graveside service will be 
held at 1 p.m. today at the 
Shreve Family Cemetery with 
Pastor Mike Loudermilk of-
ficiating.

Online condolences and 
memories may be shared at 
www.kimblefuneralhome.com.

Funeral arrangements are 
entrusted to the Kimble Fu-
neral Home in Franklin.
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The Franklin Volunteer Fire Department 
is currently in the process of purchasing the 
community building from the Pendleton Coun-
ty Commission, but there are still a few steps 
to complete before everything is finalized.

Once the purchase is complete, our plan is to con-
tinue offering the building for rentals, just as it has 
been in the past. We know this space is important to 
our community, and we look forward to continuing to 
make it available for events and gatherings.

We hope to have the transition completed by Janu-
ary 1, 2027, and will share updated contact informa-
tion once everything is finalized.

Until then, please continue to contact the County 
office at 304-358-7573 for all rental questions and 
reservations that are needed before the end of the 
year.  If you would like us to pencil you in for events 
starting in 2027, please send request and informa-
tion to FVFDRENTALS@GMAIL.COM and we will 
respond as soon as possible.  

Thanks for your patience and support as we work 
through this process. We’ll keep everyone updated as 
things move forward! 

Franklin Volunteer Fire Department

Terry Hedrick, 304-668-0336
 President FVFD

Nancy Louise 
(Smith) George

Nancy Louise (Smith) 
George, 80, of Petersburg 
passed away on Oct. 20, 2026 
at Berkeley Medical Center in 
Martinsburg.

She was born on July 20, 
1946, in Cabins and the daugh-
ter of the late George Eston 
Smith and Lona Belle (Landis) 
Smith. 

Mrs. George was a 1964 
graduate of Petersburg High 
School.

Her 30 years of dedicated 
service at the Prince William 
Water Authority reflected her 
strong work ethic and commit-
ment.

Her life was a testament to 
the importance of love, loyalty 
and family. She will never be 
forgotten by those fortunate 
enough to have known her.

Her devoted husband of 
more than 50 years, Toney M. 
George, survives.

Also surviving are a son, Eric 
Scott George; a brother, Harold 
E. Smith; two granddaugh-
ters, Erica Grace George and 
Madison Faircloth; nephews 
and nieces, Paul Helmick, 
Tresea Helmick Adams, Derek 
Helmick, Laura Moir and Lyn-
nette Smith; and a host of lov-
ing relatives and friends who 
will miss her dearly.

She was also preceded in 
death by two sisters, Wilda 
J. Helmick and Helen Elaine 
Soltzberg.

A funeral service was held 
Monday in the chapel of the 
Schaeffer Funeral Home in 
Petersburg with Pastor Tommy 
George and Rev. Ann W. Har-
rison officiating. Burial was at 
North Fork Memorial Cem-
etery in Riverton.

    Capito vs Anderson
Iran war and fuel prices

Shelley Moore Capito: While accknowledging that the 

war in Iran has caused diesel and gas prices to increase 

and is hurting West Virginia, she opposed legislation that 

would have helped get the U.S. out of the war .

Rachel Fetty Anderson: In favor of ending the war, 

which is increasing fuel prices, and eliminating the tariffs 

that are spiking prices for West Virginians. 

Healthcare and Medicaid
Capito: Voted “Yes” on H.R. 1 (Trump’s “Big Beautiful 

Bill”). WV says some Medicaid members must prove 

80 hours/month of work or approved activity to keep 

coverage, starting 2027.

Anderson: Will fight to protect Medicaid  and TRICARE. 

She would make sure care is based on medical need, 

not insurance company profit. 

Drug costs and family help
Capito: Voted “No” on the Inflation Reduction Act (2022), 

which capped insulin at $35/month and drug costs at 

$2,000/year for Medicare beneficiaries. Voted “No” on the 

American Rescue Act (2021), which raised the Child Tax 

Credit to $3,000 to $3,600 (depending on child’s age). 

Anderson: Will put children and families first. Will build 

stronger family safety nets and support for caregivers. 

Will work to keep SNAP, helping families eat and farmers 

stay afloat. 

Water, Pollution, and Coal Country
Capito: Supported getting rid of the Stream Protection 

Rule, which was meant to protect streams and drinking 

water near coal mines.

Anderson: Will work to fix Southern WV water crisis, 

in part by sending cleanup  money to ready-to-

go community projects and by holding polluters 

accountable for the damage they cause. 

Local Control
Capito: Voted “Yes” for the WV House Bill 2014, which 

removes local control of development of data centers 

and microgrids.

Anderson: Will fight the special treatment HB 

2014 gives to huge data centers, will fight to allow 

communities to keep local control.

  Miller vs George
Healthcare and Medicaid

Carol Miller: Voted “Yes” on H.R. 1 (Trump’s “Big 

Beautiful Bill”). WV says some Medicaid members must 

prove 80 hours/month of work or approved activity to 

keep coverage, starting 2027.

Vince George: Will fight to reverse harmful Medicaid 

cuts and make healthcare more affordable for West 

Virginians. 

Food help and family costs
Miller: Voted “Yes” on H. R. 1, which will cut SNAP. George: Will fight to fully fund SNAP and will fight for 

higher wages, help with childcare, and improvements to 

rural transit. 

Drug costs
Miller: Voted “No” on the Inflation Reduction Act 

(2022), which capped insulin at $35/month and drug 

costs at $2,000/year for Medicare beneficiaries. 

George: Will fight for lower health insurance and 

prescription drug costs so people don’t go broke 

getting care.

Hamilton vs Carpenter
WV House Bill 2014

Hamilton:  Voted “Yes” for the WV HB 2014, which 

removes local control of development of data centers 

and microgrids. Has stated that there will be more job 

opportunities with the passing of WV HB 2014.

Carpenter: HB 2014 is a DATA CENTER bill that 

removes local voice from big local decisions. It is an 

eminent domain land grab at WV ratepayer expense. 

Construction of the data centers will provide only short-

term jobs, at a cost of significant environmental  impact.

 
Campaign Funding, Term Limits

Hamilton: Is funded by Political Action Committees 

(PACs).

Carpenter:  Is funded through small individual donations, 

supports term limits and campaign finance reform.

Education
Hamilton: Says he supports education. Carpenter:  The Republican legislature’s Hope 

Scholarship program is bankrupting public schools, 

which are the bedrock of a strong West Virginia.

Mallow vs Weirich
Data Centers

Les Mallow: Held a fundraiser with a data center 

representative.

Mandy Weirich: Supports local input on data center 

development (currently denied by Republican-passed 

HB 2014).

Public Schools
Mallow: No position stated Weirich: Supports fully funding public schools

Utilities
Mallow: No position stated Weirich: Will work to protect consumers from price hikes

Paid for by the Pendleton County Democratic Executive Committee

Which Candidates Will 
Fight for You?
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Thanksgiving Dinner

$3000

Germany Valley Limestone Rd., Riverton

$4000

Crab Legs, Steamed Shrimp, Fried Calamari,
Shrimp Creole, Scampi Style Scallops,

Fried Clams, Fried Oysters, Roast Beef w/Gravy,
Herb Baked Chicken Breast, Hush Puppies, 

Steamed Rice, Corn, Buttered Potatoes,
     Cheddar Bay Biscuits, Assorted Desserts

Seafood Buffet
Saturday, October 31•4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Restaurant Hours: 
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Sunday Noon - 5 p.m.
(Sunday Buffet Noon - 3 p.m.
Menu Items Available All Day)

Sunday, November 1 • Noon - 3 p.m.

Harvest Salad, Turkey, Baked Ham, Fried Oysters, 
Venison Stew, Stuffing, Sweet Potato Casserole, 

Mashed Potatoes, Roasted Root Vegetables, 
Green Beans, Roasted Brussels Sprouts,

Rolls/Butter and Assorted Desserts

Friday, October 30

6 p.m.

Halloween Party
7 p.m.

Costume Judging
Food and Games

$2000

Safe Driving Starts Here:
•Top-Rated Tires

•Guaranteed Auto Repairs
•Brake & Safety Inspections

Bowers Garage and Body Shop
Sugar Grove - 304-249-5154
Brandywine - 304-249-5900

•24-Hour Wrecker Service           •State Inspections
“Serving the area for more than 45 years”

If you’re experiencing car troubles or 
concerns, let our certified technicians

take a look today.

Saturday, October 31
Trick or Treating in Town of Franklin

Activities Provided By: Franklin Moose Lodge
(Men’s Chapter 769/Women’s Chapter 812)

Franklin Board of Parks
Jared and Katie VanMeter 

Pendleton Tea Room
       Pendleton County Chamber of Commerce

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
3:15 p.m.

Gather at Town Parking Lot for Parade
and Numbers to be in Costume Judging

3:30 p.m.
Parade (Town Parking Lot to 
Pendleton Community Bank to

Confederate Street to
Pendleton Community Building)

Games at Community Building following Parade
Announcement of Winners and Refreshments

(Turn on lights to participate)

Local Beef Farmer Feels 
Effects of Republican 

Foreign Policy
Beef Imports, Tariffs, and Iran War 

A local Pendleton County farmer recently 
described cost increases experienced over the last 
year that are not sustainable for WV farmers. He 
stated that:

• Off-road diesel prices are up 37% from a year 
ago, same week 

• Fertilizer prices were up 36.5% this Spring 
compared to last Spring

• Imported beef has decreased calf sale prices, 
which will cost him $120 per head when he 
goes to sell next month

“If something is not done pretty quickly there will 
be less people farming. The beef imports are a 

quick fix that does not address the real problem. 
The cow herd numbers across the U.S. are at 1950s 

inventory numbers. The only way to increase 
herd numbers is to keep heifers and to grow the 
numbers. It is hard to do that when the cost of 
production continues to rise out of control.”

He sent an email to  the WV Cattleman’s 
Association (WVCA) and then also to Shelley Moore 
Capito, Jim Justice, and Carol Miller (on Sept. 16, 
2026) to express his deep concerns.  

I live in Pendleton County and am a member 
of the WV Cattleman’s Association. I sent a 
email to the WVCA about 2 weeks ago asking 
whether the WVCA had contacted our U.S. 
senators and house representatives about our 
farming issues upon us . The imported beef 
has dropped feeder prices a $1.00 a pound 
which will come out to $120.00 per head next 
month when I sell calves. … It’s time to put 
our story on the Elected Representatives. This 
imported beef is not going to fix the cow herd 
numbers . It is going to hurt farmers trying to 
increase herd numbers. Hope we are doing 
something on this.

He has not yet received an answer.

Paid for by the Pendleton County Democratic Executive Committee

Mortals Will Delight in the Blend of Halloween Amusement
Sugar Grove

By Paula Mitchell

October is fading away, with Halloween giving the month 
a final goodbye. The nights call for flannel nightgowns to 
snuggle.  

Millions of people dress up in costumes to celebrate Hal-
loween. Many carve pumpkins to leave on doorsteps with 
lit candles inside.   Children dress up in costumes to go 
door-to-door asking for candy and other treats. But how did 
Halloween get started?

Halloween got its name from “All Hallows’ Eve” as Oct. 31 
was called in England centuries ago.  It was the night when 
people prayed for the dead to prepare for All Saints Day, a 
celebration of Roman Catholic saints, on Nov. 1.  

The tradition of pumpkin carving began on All Hallows’ 
Eve, when the Irish and some Europeans carved turnips 
and placed candles in them to represent the souls of people 
waiting to get into heaven. 

The term jack-o-lantern comes from Irish folk tale about a 
night watchman named Jack who was too selfish to get into 
heaven.  He was also too much of a trickster for the devil.  
So, according to the folk tale, the devil sent Jack wandering 
the earth with a single ember inside a carved turnip, which 
became Jack’s lantern.

It is interesting to note that when the immigrants came to 
this country, they used pumpkins instead of turnips because 
they were more plentiful and easier to carve.

The age-old practice of belsnickling brought about people 
wearing costumes to engage in mischief. Many people don’t 
wear scary costumes but instead wear costumes depicting 
super heroes, characters from cartoons and books.

However one decides to celebrate Halloween, keep ever 
mindful of being safe.  

The following recipe is of a delicious Apple Crisp:
2/3 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup self-rising flour
1/2 cup oats
3/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1/3 cup softened butter
1 can apple pie filling
Stir all together except pie filling. Spread one half of the 

mixture in the bottom of a greased pie pan. Dump pie filling 
on top. Cover with remaining mixture. Bake at 375 degrees 
for about 30 minutes, or until brown. Serve warm with milk 
or ice cream.

Life’s little instructions include the following:
1. Never let one’s gas tank drop below half.
2. Remember to send thank you cards.
3. Eat at home.
4. Never skip soccer practice.
5. Pick up trash even if it’s not ones.
Mornings have been very crisp with temperatures in the 

20s, but rising to the high 60s…good fall weather.  Farm-
ers have begun the ritual of feeding cattle their daily dose 
of hay. Birds have gathered up their suitcases and flown to 
warmer weather in the south.  Hummingbird feeders have 

been washed and cleaned as the birds have flown to countries 
like Mexico and further south. These are all sure signs that 
winter is not too far off.

The Hunter’s Moon historically got its name because of the 
cleared fields making it easy for hunters to spot animals that 
had fattened up for the winter months. The moon peaked 
around Oct. 25 - 26.

The time change occurs this Sunday…a reminder to change 
clocks back (fall back).

Quotes for the week are as follows:
“You meet saints everywhere. They can be anywhere. They 

are people behaving decently in an indecent society.” — Kurt 
Vonnegut

“The real trick is to stay alive as long as you live.” — Ann 
Landers

“We are not given a good life or a bad life. We are given a 
life. It’s up to us to make it good or bad.” — Author unknown

“Find the good. It’s all around you. Find it, showcase it 
and you’ll start believing in it.” — Jesse Ownes  

‘My life is not perfect, but I’m thankful for everything I 
have.” — Anonymous 

Sitting out on the porch on these beautiful days is the best 
place to hear the “Talk of the Grove.”

Ruben and Krista Nieves have returned to their home 
in Boca Raton, Florida, and Bill and Charlene Rader have 
also returned to their home in Plantation, Florida. Others 
visiting with Willard and Judy Rader were Bob and Marti 
Fisher of Romney.

Saturday evening, Tracy, Bobbie, Kinsley, and Connor 
Armstrong had a birthday party for Cindy, Bobbie’s mother, 
at Brandywine Family Dining.

Rose Smith is spending a few days with her cousin, Phil 
Downs. They have been doing yard work and reminiscing 
about old times.  

Clickety-clacks for the chin waggers are as follows:
•Sea otters hold hands while they sleep, forming groups 

called rafts.
•A $5.00 coffee every day adds up to more than $1,800 a 

year.
•Norway is known as The Land of the Midnight Sun.
•Snakes cannot blink.
•The cuckoo bird lays its eggs in other birds’ nests.  
Concerns are for Roger and Joan Ashley, Mercedes Au-

mann, Dave Basagic, “Bo” Boggs, Glenn Dahmer, Stanley 
Dahmer, Clinton Eye, Isaac Eye, Brenda Fisher, Carl 
Gant, Sue Hall, Clyde Hamilton, Chip Harper, Armanda 
Heavner, Starr Hedrick, Keith Hoover, Mickey Huffman, 
Cynthia Hurry, Gary Jamison, Mike and Lisa Jamison, Mar-
sha Keller, Tara Kelley, Keith Kimble, Lori Ann Lambert, 
Melissa Lambert, Skip and Roger Mallow, Yvonne Marsh, 
Harold Michael, Dennis Mitchell, Dottie Mitchell, Tom 
Mitchell, Helen Nash, Willa Nelson, Ronald Pitsenbarger, 
Alda Propst, Eldon Puffenbarger, Willard Rader, Jimmy 
Rexrode, Robbie Sites, Carolyn Smith, Kitty and Curtis 
Waggy, Jr., the family and friends of Sandra Washburn and 
Edwin Wimer.

Wishing all my readers a “Happy and Safe Halloween.”
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Is Accepting
Sealed Bids

for
Seasonal Snow Removal

and Salting Services
Pendleton County Industrial Park - Shell #2

The successful bidder must provide
all equipment and materials

Mail bids to: SRRDA, Attn: Sherry Mongold
PO Box 602, Franklin WV 26807

Mailed bids must be postmarked by November 13, 2026

Upper Tract

Sealed bids must be received by
4:00 p.m., Friday, November 13

SEALED BID NOTICE FOR SNOW REMOVAL

SRRDA reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE)

In-person bids may be delivered to the SRRDA Office,
               58 Walnut Street, Franklin, or placed
             in the black drop box at the front door.

Questions,
contact the SRRDA office at 304-358-2074.

10 Years Ago
Week of October 20, 2016

BES Pumpkin Drop 
Is a Smashing Success

 
Brandywine Elementary 

School recently hosted the 
second annual pumpkin 
drop. The drop was held in 
conjunction with literacy night 
activities at the school. Travis 
Heavner, BES principal, 
commented that over 150 
parents and children were 
expected to attend the event.

The annual pumpkin 
drop/literacy night event is 
one of BES’s most popular 
community activities, second 
only to the Christmas 
program. 

20 Years Ago
Week of October 26, 2006

SUGAR GROVE

Real Jack-O-Lanterns 
Do Not Need 

A Bridge to Cross
 

The Appalachian Mountains 
are a ground rich for ghost 
stories. The earliest settlers 
found the ghost stories to be a 
popular form of entertainment, 
and they were also used to 
reflect moral principles. 

Many of these stories 
have been passed on to be 
remembered and preserved as 
family treasures. The stories 
were told in the fields at home, 
at gatherings places such as 
country stores and mills. 

Actually, ghost stories have 
been told in all cultures and 
throughout time. Perhaps it 
is the human need to connect 
to the afterlife, or to use it to 
excite the senses. Fear can be 
a wonderful stimulant.

M a n y  y e a r s  a g o ,  a 
gentleman living along the 
river offered this wisdom— “If 
you see a jack-o-lantern cross 
a footbridge, you’ll know it is 
someone pulling a prank. Real 
jack-o-lanterns do not need a 
bridge to cross.”

Ninety-Two Pound 
Watermelon Harvested In 

Fort Seybert

 Wow, what is it about the 
Fort Seybert area when it 
comes “to growing things 
big?” That’s the question that 
was posted to Fred Hottinger, 
who brought a 92-pound 
watermelon to Franklin 
recently to see if it would 
be of interest to the local 
newspaper.

“Just about everything 
grows like that out our way,” 
Hottinger said with a smile.

He and his wife, Mary 
B., “set it out in June and 
harvested it a few days ago,” 
he said. The Hottingers live 
in the Brady Hollow area. 
An enormous pumpkin they 
grew was featured in “The 
Pendleton Times” several 
years ago.

30 Years Ago
Week of October 24, 1996

Cavers Rally 
At Reunion Grounds

 S o m e  2 0 0  c a v e r s 
congregated at Thorn Spring 
Park this past weekend 
despite cold fall weather. 

During the weekend they 
visited eight of the county’s 
caves, picked rocks that had 
been left by the flood from 
Ruth Propst’s field, feasted 
on a spaghetti dinner catered 
by Dwayne Propst, and held a 
business meeting.

“The crowd here is very 
diverse,” said Alex Sproul, 
who has been an active caver 
for 40 years. “Everyone 
from Ph.D. hydrologists to 
conservationists to sports 
enthusiasts to rescue teams 
are here this weekend. And 
despite the diversity, we are 
all a big family that takes care 
of one another.”

Former Franklin 
Resident To Have 
Song Published

 Best Way Music, an ASCAP 
affiliated music publishing 
company in Nashville, has 
signed a contract with Lynn 
Beckman for the publication 
and recording of one of his 
gospel compositions. Other 
Beckman’s compositions are 
also being considered for 
possible publication.

The song, entitled “For Me,” 
caught the ear of national 
recording and Grand Ole 
Opry artist Billy Walker 
who is also the president 
of Best Way and two other 
publishing companies in 
Nashville. Walker has taken 
a personal interest in the song 
and plans to record it himself 
in an album project which 
is tentatively set for studio 
production later this fall and 
release sometime after the 
first of the year.

Week of October 31, 1996 

4,770 Eligible 
To Vote in Next 

Tuesday’s Election

 Pendleton County voters 
will go to the polls next 
Tuesday and play a role in 
selecting county, state and 
national officials, as well as 
adopting or rejecting three 
amendments to the West 
Virginia Constitution.

Voter registration in 
Pendleton County has 
increased to 4,770, an increase 
of 126 voters over the 4,644 
who were registered for the 
last presidential election in 
1992.

Of the 4,770 citizens 
of Pendleton County who 
are registered to vote next 
Tuesday, 3,055 are registered 
as Democrat, 1,425 are 
registered as Republican and 
290 are registered as other 
than Democrat or Republican.

Fish Farming 
Gaining Popularity 

In West Virginia

 Agriculture Commissioner 
Gus R. Douglass reports that 
fish farms and processing 
plants opening and expanding 
in rural areas of West Virginia 
are bringing much needed 
economic opportunities and 
jobs. “Plentiful pure water, 
improved roads and close 
proximity to major East Coast 
markets, make aquaculture 
a great opportunity for West 
Virginia,” Douglass said. 
“And, the West Virginia 
Department of Agriculture 

is providing technical and 
marketing assistance, in 
addition to Hazard Analysis 
Critical Control Point-based 
inspections, to support this 
growing agribusiness.”

Aquaculture is the fastest 
growing area of agriculture in 
the United States, but it must 
continue to expand to meet 
the increasing demand for fish 
and seafood. Thirteen percent 
of the seafood consumed in the 
U.S. is produced through fish 
farming and this is forecasted 
to double in ten years. 
Experts estimate aquaculture 
worldwide must triple by the 
year 2025 to meet demand. 
Fish farming, therefore, has 
the potential to become a 
major growth industry in the 
U.S. and West Virginia.

40 Years Ago
Week of October 23, 1986 

New Service Station 
Opens in Franklin

 A modern service station 
boasting three fuel islands 
and three service bays opened 
in Franklin last Friday.

Located just north of 
Franklin at the intersection 
of US Routes 220 and 33, the 
station occupies an acre of 
land purchased from the John 
M. Kee heirs.

Operating under the name 
of Fort Hill Servicenter, Inc., 
the new station represents an 
investment of a quarter of a 
million dollars.

In addition to all grades of 
Exxon gasoline, diesel fuel 
and kerosene, the station will 
handle a full line of petroleum 
and motor oil products, all 
major brands of tires and 
other automotive products.

Local residents working at 
the station are Robert Dice of 
Franklin, Jeff Pitsenbarger of 
Sugar Grove, Lera Harper of 
Riverton and Austin Cain of 
Franklin on a part-time basis.

The station is owned and 
managed by Ralph C. Kesner 
of Petersburg and his son, B. 
Karlton Kesner of Charleston. 
The Kesners have been in the 
service businesses for 14 years 
and own other similar stations 
at Petersburg and Moorefield.

DAHMER

What Time Is It?

 What time is it? It may be 
Eastern Standard Time or 
Daylight Saving Time. This 
depends on the time of year. 

To the small child, there 
were only four important 
times of the day—breakfast, 
dinner, supper and bedtime. 
The first three were welcomed 
to fill the empty stomach, but 
the latter was looked upon as 
an unwelcomed, interruption 
of many activities.

 In early times, to the older 
folks, time was recorded as 
related to important functions 
of farming such as time to get 
up, time to do the milking, to 
do the washing, to work the 
crops, etc. Time was of the 
essence.

Most folks had the old 
mantle clock that would strike 
the hour and the half hour. 
The writer’s father always 

enjoyed hearing the clock 
strike at night. Many of the 
early pocket watches were 
family heirlooms. Some of 
them were the old key-wind 
type while others were in 
fancy gold cases. Early men’s 
pocket watches and ladies’ 
wrist watches were larger 
and the ladies also had lapel 
watches which were attached 
with a safety pin type fastener 
to their dresses or coats.

A number of farmers never 
carried a watch at all, except 
Sunday and special occasions. 
When working in the field a 
number of people depended 
on the position of the sun for 
dinner time, or the dinner 
bell, or even when the shadow 
shortened to the place where 
the foot could be placed on 
their head shadow. When the 
evening shadow lengthened 
and the sun neared the 
western horizon, it was time 
to find a quitting point, get the 
cows, milk and do the other 
evening chores.

Well, after a good day’s work, 
bedtime came early, compared 
to today’s standards. Some 
people called it “going to bed 
with the chickens.” Bedtime 
came for others when it was 
light enough that they did 
not need to light the oil lamp 
to wash children’s dirty, bare 
feet. The exception sometimes 
was mom, who at times took 
the advantage of the quiet 
time when children were in 
bed, to darn, patch and other 
essential chores of like nature.

Some people actually never 
depended a great deal on a 
clock for the purpose of arising 
early, but were up at the crack 
of dawn, winter and summer. 
A large number of the early 
risers found the early morning 
hours the most pleasant time 
to work.

W h e n  o n e  m a d e  a n 
appointment to see another 
person, they would not say, 
I will see you at 11:10 a.m. 
They would say, “I will see you 
around noon, God willing.” 
You know this is one of the 
marked changes in the nature 
of appointments. The Rev. 
Jerry Lautenschlager often 
remarked at the close of the 
worship service at Mt. Zion 
Lutheran Church, “services 
next Sunday if God willing?”

Times have changed but the 
need to know the answer to, 
“What time is it?” hasn’t.

Week of October 30, 1986

4,195 Are Registered 
To Vote Here

 Every vote will count 
in next Tuesday’s general 
election, and in races that are 
close an individual’s vote may 
be decisive.

Of the 4,195 persons 
registered to vote in Pendleton 
County, more than half of 
them or 2,595 are registered 
as Democrats, 1,457 are 
registered as Republicans and 
143 do not claim affiliation 
with either major political 
party.

50 Years Ago
Week of October 28, 1976

4,549 Are Eligible 

To Vote in Pendleton

With only four more days 
remaining before the 1976 
general election, candidates 
and politicians in Pendleton 
County and throughout the 
country are working furiously 
to garner as many votes as 
possible in the few remaining 
days of their campaign.

Pendleton voter registration 
is higher than it has been 
for the last two presidential 
elections and now stands at 
4,549. This figure includes 
2,829 Democrats, 1,607 
Republicans and 113 who 
are registered other than 
Democrats or Republican.

State Students Above 
Average on SAT Tests

CHARLESTON—West 
Virginia high school students 
have again scored higher than 
the national average on the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test. They 
have not followed the national 
trends of drastic decline in 
achievement scores, according 
to data released to the State 
Department of Education 
from the College Entrance 
Examination Board.

DAHMER 

Perhaps little did Peter 
Reed know when he built a 
mill on a stream at Upper 
Tract that this stream would 
bear his name Reed’s Creek. 
The official dedication of 
Reed’s Creek Hatchery last 
Friday by Governor Arch A. 
Moore, Jr., will really help put 
Reed’s Creek on the map.

Quite a number of folks 
from the Franklin area and 
from a distance attended open 
house at the Naval Radio 
Station at Sugar Grove.

70 Years Ago
Week of November 1, 1956

Pendleton Has 4,190 
Qualified to Vote in 
Tuesday’s Election 

There are 4,910 persons 
registered to vote in Pendleton 
County in the election next 
Tuesday, according to the 
registration books in the 
county clerk’s office, Luther 
Eye announced yesterday.

Of the 4,910 qualified voters 
in the county at this time, 
3,023 are Democrats and 
1,855 are Republicans, giving 
the Democrats a majority 
at this time of 1,168. In 
addition to the Democrats 
and Republicans, there are 32 
persons registered who do not 
claim affiliation with either 
major party. Most of them are 
registered as Independent.

DAHMER

 I think that wishing is
A lot like fishing;
Without the proper bait
You mostly just sit and wait.
We were fortunate enough 

to see the Ancient Hand-
Operated Press which was 
owned by H. B. Wood and 
given to the Smithsonian 
Institute as stated in last 
week’s issue of the Recorder.

Smith Creek/ 
Friends Run

by Dave Ellis

It’s that time of the year when 
the children go around and scare 
folks to get a treat. Years ago, the 
area had six inches of snow before 
Halloween, but not this year.

On Saturday night or Sunday 
morning, one needs to turn the 
clocks back one hour and get that 
extra hour of sleep.

Smith Creek and Friends Run 
Churches of the Brethren: shut-
ins — Bucky Moyers, Pam Riner, 
Anna Tesi, Larry Moyers, Mary 
Alice Simmons, Anna Lee Mitch-
ell, and Carol Propst; prayer list 
— Richard Campbell, Kenny Wil-
liams, Rick Waggy, Jim Fawley, 
Jessie Simmons, Minny Rhoads, 
David Berg, Troy Bennett, Danny 
Nelson, Sherry Hedrick, Tom and 
Judy Borror, David M. Parkinson, 
Cleo Simmons, Tom Butterworth, 
Bobby Parsons,  Gretta Pope, John 
Moyers, Virgil “Bub” Yokum, 
Norma Auville, Shana Johnson, 
Sherry Chambers, Shirley Bland, 
Chris Phares, Robin Gery, Grace 
and Albert Hammer, Lisa Ding-
ess, Kitty Waggy, Donna Bennett, 
Mary Lou Wagoner, Peggy Pitsen-
barger, Amy VanMeter, Lynwood 
Pennington, Bob Hoops, Ronnie 
Pitsenbarger, Carl Thompson, 
Kaylee Bennett, Mickie Huffman, 
Woody Hoover, Rhonda Stump, 
Pollyanna Johnson, Shirley Propst, 
Brenda Allen, Max Propst, Julie 
Evick, Brenda Kiser Fisher, Harold 
Michael, Phyllis Ruddle, Myra 
Sue Hartman, Logan McMillan, 
Freda Jamison, Carolyn Beasley, 
Crystal Hoover, David Simon, 
Clinton Eye, Keith Hoover, Alvy 
Humphreys, Tom Mitchell, Glenn 
Dahmer, Vicky Simmons, Ruby 
Gail Roberson, Cody and Helen 
Evick, Rocky and Sheila Evick, 
Mercedes Aumann, the family of 
Nancy George and the family of 
Sandy Washburn.

Prayer thought: “Heavenly 
Father, please help me re-
member that you’re always 
with me, even in my darkest 
moments.”

High and low temperatures 
and precipitation for Oct. 19 
through Oct. 25, followed by 
the same for last year, were 
as follows: Oct. 19 - 62°, 30° 
(79°, 54°, .2”), Oct. 20 - 66°, 
31° (62°, 41°), Oct. 21 - 67°, 
34° (56°, 47°), Oct. 22 - 65°, 
32° (55°, 37°), Oct. 23 - 63°, 
35° (54°, 38°), Oct. 24 - 61°, 33° 
(57°, 31°) and Oct. 25 - 61°, 32° 
(55°, 28°).
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Wildcats’ Valley Campaign Topples Generals 40-8
By Stephen Smoot

Stonewall Jackson High School proudly 
bears the name of a man considered a hero in 
both Virginia and West Virginia. Last Friday, 
however, Pendleton County made the school 
look less like the august gentleman from 
Jackson’s Mills and more like the hapless 
Braxton Bragg.

The home team’s game plan went out the 
window from the opening kickoff. Travis 
Owens, among everything else that he brings 
to the team, has developed the skill of arcing 
kickoffs into the no-man’s-land between the 
35- and 45-yard lines. He dropped such a kick 
on the left sideline at the 32 where his own 
team gathered up the unclaimed ball. Mason 
Miller then trotted his offense out onto the 
field at the 29 of Stonewall Jackson. He put 
the ball in the hands of Cayson Armstrong, 
who followed a bulldozer named Wyatt Hoyt to 
the six-yard line. On the very next play, Hoyt 
led the way again as Armstrong breached the 
endzone with a little more than 30 seconds 
gone in the game.

The Wildcats then kicked off with a 6-0 lead. 
The ball went to the 30 again. This time the 
home team secured the ball, but committed 
a personal foul that bac ked them up to their 
own 12. 

The Generals worked to establish the run 
against the Wildcats. Their first attempt went 
right, but Owens and Spencer Hartman com-
bined on the stop. Hartman brought down a 
ball carrier 11 times in the game to lead the 
team. After the Generals picked up a first 
down at their 25, they seemed to stall. Noah 
Lockard got a key stop on third and seven 
to set up a fourth and two, but the Generals 
converted and kept possession. 

The early gamble helped them to get to their 
own 33, but no farther. Defensive stops and 
a penalty shuffled them back to the 25. On 
fourth and 15 from their 25, they punted to 
the Wildcat 39. 

On second down and nine, Miller swung a 
pass wide right to Owens at the line of scrim-
mage. Britton Lough legally screened off the 
defender as Owens stiff-armed a would-be 
tackler. From there, he shot up the right side-
line, not stopping until he had doubled the vis-
iting team’s score. A 60-yard touchdown pass 
and an Owens extra point set the score at 13-0.

On the kickoff, David Noble dropped the 
kick returner at the 20. Noble and Lough also 
stopped the first down play for no gain. Two 
plays later, Sam Eason was not fooled by a 
screen pass, tackling the receiver for a gain 
of one. Stonewall Jackson with 2:37 left in 
the first quarter punted the ball deep to the 

Pendleton County 29.
A few plays into the drive on second and 14 

at the Wildcat 35, Cameron Wyatt took a jet 
sweep to nearly midfield. On third and two, 
Miller gave the ball to Armstrong. Stonewall 
Jackson had called the right play, a run blitz 
up the middle that went unblocked. Arm-
strong side-stepped the blitzer and accelerated 
through the hole left there. He took the ball to 
the home team’s 37. Miller then found Lough 
for a short pass that the receiver turned into 
a 37-yard touchdown with less than a minute 
remaining in the first.

Noah Kobetic dropped the kick returner at 
the 35, almost catching him as he dangerously 
bobbled the reception. Stonewall Jackson got 
as far as their own 41 and tried to convert a 
fourth and two. Malcolm Smith hustled upfield 
to combine with Hartman on a stop for a loss 
of one and possession of the football. Stonewall 
Jackson stopped Pendleton County on their 
first two downs, forcing a third and 10. Miller’s 
cadence then pulled the defense offsides. On 
third and five, the Wildcats ran a jet sweep 
action from left to right. Instead of shoveling 
the ball to Wyatt again, Miller wheeled and 
hit Lough in stride. He took the ball to the 10. 

A few plays later, Miller lined a pass to 
Owens at the five. Owens sprinted into the 
endzone, dove in to avoid the defense, and the 
ball popped out as he hit the ground. Officials 
could come to no conclusion on the play and 
made both sides replay the down. The call 
proved important in leading to the Wildcat 
drive stalling at the five. There, the Generals 
got the ball. They moved it two yards to set 
up third and eight. Stonewall Jackson’s quar-
terback dropped to pass, but could not escape 
Albert Ramos-Rivera charging in to make the 
stop with assistance from Noble. A heavy rush 
forced an angled punt that went only 30 yards.

With 5:23 left in the first half, Miller set the 
offense. Stonewall Jackson’s defense pushed 
them back five yards to the 41. On third and 
14, Miller rolled right and looked right. Even 
before the ball hit Owens’ hands, one could 
hear an audible groan from the home team 
sideline. He made it to the 27. There, Miller 
launched a pass to Lough running a post pat-
tern. Armstrong had motioned out of the for-
mation before the snap, ensuring that one man 
would be uncovered. That man caught the pass 
and scored the touchdown. With 4:30 in the 
half, Pendleton County took a 25-0 advantage.

Stonewall Jacson had the ball for one play 
before Owens picked off a pass and took it to 
near midfield. The Wildcats took the ball to 
the Generals 32, but no further. 

Pendleton County had every reason to come 
out full of fire in the third quarter of a game 

where the home team had shown no life thus 
far. Last season in Franklin, Zac Smith, head 
coach, applied mercy in the third quarter 
when he pulled his starters. The Generals 
found some momentum and rattled off some 
scores before the Wildcats restored order. The 
Generals certainly remembered that as well.

From their own 40, Armstrong bounced 
off a blocker in the backfield, then followed a 
wall of linemen up field to the Generals’ 45 for 
15 of his 76 yards on 15 carries. A few plays 
later, Cameron Wyatt took a pass across the 
middle running from his left to his right, then 
straightened the run out and found the end-
zone. Owens led the team on for the conversion 
and scored from the Wildcat formation to put 
the score at 32-0.

Stonewall Jackson found room to operate 
on their next drive. They took the ball to the 
Wildcat 28 and ran a play action pass. Jonah 
See’s hustle stopped the play at the seven, 
preventing the touchdown. On first and goal, 
the Generals tried a run. Once again Ramos-
Rivera came up with a big play. His textbook 
form tackle wrapped the thighs of the runner. 
His legs kept churning, driving the ballcarrier 
back for a loss. Defensive stops and penalties 
pushed the offense back to the 20 where they 

turned the ball over on downs.
The home team put up a touchdown with 

about six minutes left in the game. Wyatt 
Haynes came in at running back and immedi-
ately ran the ball 18 yards to the Generals’ 37. 
A few plays later on third down, Miller threw 
a deep slant to Cayden Hensley who reached 
the home team’s 20. At the two-minute point, 
the Wildcats had fourth and six at the 21, but 
ran a low percentage play for the situation. 
Haynes took the ball straight ahead, followed 
See’s block, and put the exclamation point on 
the score for his team. The final score was 40-8.

Weston Boyer and Tanner Hedrick each had 
stops on the final drive that helped keep the 
score there. Bryce Propst launched the final 
kickoff.

Miller was 16 for 26 for 327 yards. Owens 
had four catches for 102, Wyatt four for 81, 
Lough six for 125, See one for six and Hensley 
one for 13.

Friday, the Wildcats travel to the bright 
lights of Alexandria, Virginia, to contend with 
the Thomas Jefferson Science and Technology 
School. They have a one and five record on the 
year, but their student population would make 
them a Class AAAA school in West Virginia. 
They lost to Stonewall Jackson 30-14.

Slusher Scramble Subsidizes 
Scholarship for PCHS Senior

The annual Slusher Scram-
ble was held Sept 20 during 
the Treasure Mountain Fes-
tival at the Fisher Mountain 
Golf Club. In spite of some 
intermittent drizzle, the day 
was perfect and warm with a 
nice breeze, and the course 
was perfect for competitive 
play. 

The winner was Team 
Thompson, sponsored by 
T&K Markets. Second place 
went to Team Moose of 
Franklin, and coming in 
third was Team Bocock from 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

The proceeds of the tour-
nament add to the fund 
of the Leo Slusher Award, 
which provides a generous 
and increasing scholarship 
to a Pendleton County High 
School senior. The award 
focuses on athletic partici-
pation, sportsmanship and 
community service, which 
were the outstanding charac-
ter attributes of Leo Slusher. 
He gave back to the Franklin 
community through the high 
school Sports Booster Club, 
the many concession stands 
for all athletic events both 
school and community, the 
Treasure Mountain Festival 

committee, the Ruritan Club, 
the Lions Club, Brandywine 
Christian Church, Relay 
for Life, and others. He is 
greatly remembered for his 
famous hot dogs and his gold 
tooth smile. 

The Leo Slusher Award 

was established to celebrate 
a graduating senior who em-
bodies these characteristics 
and has future life goals in 
place. Applications are open 
in January with the presen-
tation at the PCHS Awards 
Ceremony in May. 
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Re-Elect A Commissioner
Who Is...

ad paid for by candidate

•Qualified •Experienced
•Involved •Honest

•Dependable
•A Team Member

and
Represents ALL

Pendleton County Residents
Vote For

Carl Hevener
Your vote and support would be 

greatly appreciated.

Pendleton County Commissioner

Team Thompson, composed of, from left, Bub Simmons, Johnny Thompson, Jake Thompson, and Chris 
Thompson, placed first at the annual Slusher Scramble.

Pendleton County Triumphs in Home 
Tri-Match Over Pocahontas County, Union

By Stephen Smoot

Cooler weather and the changing of leaves 
have brought a change in fortunes for the 
Wildcats in October. After leaving behind the 
murderer’s row of Class AAAA and AAA teams 
in September, Pendleton County is six and 
three in October, dropping games to Moorefield, 
Petersburg, and East Hardy while handling the 
other class A squads.

Thursday night, they entertained Pocahontas 
County and Union in a tri-match. This pits 
three teams against each other with victories 
coming in best two of three sets instead of three 
of five.

Competition opened with Pendleton County 
taking on the Pocahontas County Warriors. 
Kinsley Price got an early score to tie the game 
at one with a soft tap to the middle. Vaylee 
Harper then took the serve for the Wildcats. 
She sent over three aces to set the score at 4-1. 
Then she and Price played a two-man game. 
Price received the ball and sent it to Harper, 
who then set Price for a spike. Price not long 
after scored her own ace for an 8-3 lead. 

Pendleton County ran away with the set 
early. The Warriors took the serve with an 11-5 
score, but then Harper set up one of several 

spikes from Tia Heavner. 
The set ended with Price returning to the 

serve. An ace and a spike from Alyssa Bennett 
sealed the win, 25-9.

Set two started as set one ended. The War-
riors had the serve, but a Harper spike scored 
the initial point. 

That did not mean that Pendleton County 
built a big lead quickly. Pocahontas County 
hustled to keep up with the home team, even 
pulling ahead 4-3. From that point, the Wildcats 
outscored them 13 to two to take a commanding 
advantage. The set ended, 25-9, with a Heavner 
two hand block in the middle and a Price ace.

Union and Pendleton County’s matchup 
capped the evening. Prior to the game, Ben-
nett was honored as the lone senior in the 
lineup. Her many accomplishments in her 
career include leading the entire state in aces 
last season. 

Colbie Wimer stood in to serve for the home 
team and started the set with an ace. Harper 
got the serve not long after and scored four 
aces after a Bennett spike. Then, leading 7-1, 
Bennett fired a spike. Three more aces moved 
the advantage to 10-1. Remington George next 
popped a ball in for another point. 

Late in the first set, Phoebe Pownell took 

over the serve and scored three aces in a row. 
Pendleton County won set one 25-8.

Union brought more to the second set. They 
did a better job of sustaining volleys and avoid-
ing a storm of aces. Pendleton County also 
showed some fatigue in their fourth set of a long 
evening, making miscues that did not take place 
prior. The Wildcats and Tigers went back and 
forth early as the lead changed twice and the 
set tied five times. 

Then the Wildcats got the serve up 10-9 and 
opened up a two-point advantage. Union came 
within one at 11-10, but started to fade after 
that. Bennett received the serve up 15-11 and 
scored two aces. Heavner then scored twice on 
a tap. Then a spike was set to her by Harper.

Late in the set, Heavner scored two aces to 
put the score at 24-13. A Union miscue ended 
the game at 25-14.

Monday, the Wildcats played their last regu-
lar season game at Elkins. The Tigers had three 
wins against 20 losses and two ties on the year. 
Wins came against North Marion and Tucker 
County.

Regional play began Wednesday with Pen-
dleton hosting Union. If the Wildcats win, on 
Nov. 4 at home they will face the winner of the 
Tucker County and Pocahontas County match.

Alyssa Bennett fires one of several spikes during 
matches with Pocahontas and Union. Her senior 
leadership and dedication was honored during 
last Thursday’s tri-match. Photo courtesy of Light 
in Motion.

Wildcat Volleyball 
Senior Recognized

Pendleton County Wildcat volleyball senior, Alyssa Bennett, played her last regular season game at 
home Oct. 22. She was honored prior to the school’s match against Union and was escorted by her 
mom, Megan Hiner, her father, Stacy Bennett, and her brother, Blake Bennett. Photo courtesy of Light 
in Motion.



Annual ‘When I Grow Up’ Essay Contest Announced
Larry Pack, state treasurer, visited Sophia Christian 

Academy in Raleigh County to announce the 20th annual 
statewide 2026-2027 SMART529 “When I Grow Up” stu-
dent and teacher essay contest.

“For 20 years, the ‘When I Grow Up’ essay contest has 
encouraged West Virginia students to dream big and begin 
thinking about possibilities for their future,” Pack said. 
“It’s inspiring to see young students share their goals 
and creativity, and we’re proud that SMART529 can help 
families start conversations about education, careers, and 
planning for what comes next. I encourage students across 
the state to apply and share with us what they hope to be 
when they grow up.”

The essay contest allows students to submit, in 200 
words or less, an essay that explains what they want to be 
when they grow up. Entries will be judged on originality, 
creativity and the importance of post-secondary education.

Kindergarten through fifth-grade students have the 
chance to win up to $5,000 in SMART529 savings for 
higher education and a $500 cash prize for their school. 
Teachers, school counselors, and librarians of grades 
kindergarten through fifth have the opportunity to win a 
$2,500 cash prize.

This past year, nearly 2,300 students from across the 
state participated in the contest, working with their fami-
lies and educators to discover job pathways that spark 
their interests and can lead them to a fulfilling future 
career.

Students who enter the contest will also have the chance 
to win cash prizes for their schools. Essay entries will be 
judged among five regions in three age groups (K-1, 2-3, 
4-5), making for a total of 15 regional winners.

The regional breakdown is as follows: Region I – Beckley/
Bluefield area; Region II – Charleston/Huntington area; 
Region III – Clarksburg/Weston area; Region IV – Mar-
tinsburg area; and Region V – Wheeling area.

The 15 winners will be awarded $500 invested into 
SMART529 college savings accounts. Out of the regional 
winners, one grand prize winner will be randomly se-
lected to receive a total of $5,000 toward a SMART529 
account during an awards ceremony at the University of 
Charleston on March 19, 2027. Each winner’s school will 

also receive a $500 cash award.
Entry forms for both students and teachers are available 

at www.SMART529.com. In addition, entry forms will be 
available at elementary schools throughout the state. The 
deadline for entry forms and essay submissions is Dec. 11.

SMART529 is a qualified tuition program issued by the 
board of trustees of the West Virginia College and Jump-
start Savings Programs and administered by Hartford 
Funds. Complete information about SMART529 plans and 
investment options is available at www.SMART529.com.
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Schedules are subject to change.
Please call the school at 304-358-2573 to confirm events.
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Education and Our Community!
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HS Football

Cameron
7:00 (H)

11

Thanksgiving Break - No School

26

HS Girls
Basketball
Scrimmage

Bath County
6:00 (A)

HS Girls
Basketball
Scrimmage
Frankfort
6:00 (H)

Volleyball State Tournament

State
Cheerleading
Competition
at Charleston

State
Football

Championship
Dec. 5 12:00
at Charleston

FFA
Fruit Orders

Due

Get
A

Life
Program

Volleyball
Regionals

First Round of Football Playoffs

Second Round of Football Playoffs

Third Round of Football Playoffs

MS Girls
Basketball

Starts

MS Boys/HS Girls
Basketball

MS Wrestling
Starts

HS Boys Basketball
HS Wrestling

Starts

Faith Lutheran Church
Jct. US 33E & 220 - Franklin

Wednesday, Nov. 4

Freewill Offering

Pancake/Buckwheat Dinner

Dine In or Carry Out

Pancakes, Buckwheat Cakes, Sausage,
Sausage Gravy & Drink

Proceeds To Benefit Pendleton Manor and ELCA Good Gifts

4:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Thank you for all the kind words and support
during this difficult time. We also want to thank
Kimble Funeral Home, Hal Hevener for officiating,
Pendleton Lodge # 144 A.F. & A.M and U.S. Air 
Force Honor Guard for the graveside service.

We appreciate your compassion and friendship as 
we navigate through our grief.

Our Sincere Thanks

The Family of
Rev. Leon Hevener

Medicaid Changes Are Coming
The Times:

Last week, I attended a meeting convened for commu-
nity partners and nonprofits preparing for the 2027 Med-
icaid changes. These changes will occur during January 
of the new year, changes written into the Republicans’ 
“Big Beautiful Bill” which became law July 4, 2025, 
making significant changes to West Virginia Medicaid. 
Changes to the SNAP nutrition program for children are 
already underway.

The bill also includes several major changes and re-
strictions affecting the Affordable Care Act (ACA) mar-
ketplace subsidies, while failing to extend the temporary 
enhanced ACA subsidies. Health insurance companies 
have already responded to this legislation by significantly 
increasing premiums.

These reductions in health insurance and food access 
for many families and children will come at the peak 
of the winter flu season. It is critically important for 
the many West Virginia families who rely on Medicaid 
and SNAP to learn now how they will navigate the new 
requirements.

Most people who will lose their health insurance cover-
age and their SNAP benefits will not lose it because they 
are ineligible, but because they are not informed how 
(or neglect) to do the significant amount of paperwork 
required to maintain their coverage for these programs.

In order to be prepared to take steps to maintain 
healthcare insurance and SNAP benefits, there are sev-
eral points for assistance here in Franklin, as well as 
online and by phone. A few are as follows:

Pendleton County Family Support Center - (304) 538-
7711, 30 Maple Ave, 26807 

WV Medicaid Help - WVMedicaidHelp.org
WV PATH - path.wv.gov
DoHS Customer Service - (877) 716-1212, osacsrc@

wv.gov
Healthy families and well-nourished children are 

critical to a vibrant, thriving West Virginia. Let’s not 
be stopped by this pile of new government regulations 
and paperwork. 

J. King Seegar, MD

Deer Harvest Anticipated To Be Higher
The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources has an-

nounced that hunters preparing for fall seasons may now 
consult the 2026 Hunting Outlook and Mast Survey, which 
details the abundance of wild fruits and nuts produced by 
18 species of trees and shrubs and forecasts game harvests 
for the coming year.

According to the survey, the mast index is 14 percent below 
the statewide long-term average and 16 percent below 2025.

“Overall hard mast production, especially red oak and 
black oak, is down this year and is expected to be less abun-
dant across the state,” said Avery Echevarria, mast survey 
project leader for the WVDNR’s wildlife resources section. 
“Soft mast production was mixed. It was above the 2025 
production level but slightly below the long-term average.”

When mast is less abundant, big game tend to move more, 
making them easier for hunters to locate. However, the in-
crease in soft mast may mitigate this somewhat.

Because mast production influences wildlife behavior, 
harvests for white-tailed deer and raccoon should be higher 

in 2026. According to the survey, the black bear harvest is 
predicted to be higher for archery hunters but slightly lower 
during firearms season. Compared to 2025, hunters should 
see similar harvests for wild turkey and ruffed grouse in 
2026. Wild boar harvest is expected to be lower, and gray 
and fox squirrel harvest is expected to be higher.

“Every hunting season in West Virginia comes with unique 
opportunities and challenges, so I encourage folks to use 
this report to their advantage, plan accordingly and enjoy 
a great hunting season this fall,” said Brett McMillion, 
WVDNR director.

The survey, which is conducted by active and retired staff 
from the WVDNR’s wildlife resources section and West Vir-
ginia Division of Forestry, may be downloaded at WVdnr.
gov/mast-survey.

All hunters 15 and older are required to have a valid West 
Virginia hunting license and valid form of identification 
while hunting, which can be purchased at license agents 
across the state or online at WVhunt.com.

Hedrick-Wimer Clan 
Gathers for Reunion

The Harrison and Ida Frances Wimer Hedrick reunion 
was held Sept. 13 at Ruddle Park. The weather was toler-
able, as the folks used to say. 

Everyone had a wonderful time telling stories on one 
another. It was such a special time to relax and enjoy 
family and God’s beautiful landscape. The food was very 
good and plentiful. Everyone left nourished.

Those unable to attend were lifted in a special prayer 
by Linda Wimer. 

Those attending were Austen and Dianne Whetzel, 
Charles and Jennifer Armentrout, Mary Virginia Ar-
mentrout, Macie Dahmer, Mary Hedrick, Bruce Smith, 
Brian and Danita Kreeger, Allen and Eilen Dove, Larry 
and Linda Wimer, Wanda J. Hedrick, Dick and Patricia 
Rexrode, Susie Harold, Connie and Mark Senger, Nora 
Morgan and Loretta H. Crider.

It is hoped that next year more will join for the reunion 
on Sept. 12, 2027, at 1 p.m. The family would like for 
one to come.



PCB Names Arbaugh Chief Business Development Officer
Pendleton CommunityBank has announced the 

promotions of Sheldon Arbaugh to executive vice 
president and chief business development officer.

Arbaugh brings 31 years of experience with PCB 
to his new role. He joined the bank in 1995 and 
has held various positions spanning retail banking, 
lending, credit, market leadership and executive 
management. Most recently, he served as executive 
vice president and West Virginia Area executive, 
providing strategic leadership across PCB’s West 
Virginia markets and overseeing efforts to grow 
both lending and deposit relationships.

As chief business development officer, he will 
provide direction across West Virginia and Virginia, 
working with market leaders to support business 
growth and strengthen customer and community 
relationships.

“Sheldon represents the very best of community 
banking leadership,” said Neil Hayslett, chief ex-
ecutive officer of PCB. “He understands that growth 
begins with strong relationships with our custom-
ers, our team members, and our communities. His 31 
years with PCB have given him a unique perspective 
on our organization and the markets we serve. His 
experience will be invaluable as we continue build-
ing on our foundation for the future.”

“Sheldon’s career is a great example of what it 

means to grow alongside a community bank,” said 
Jonah Pence, president of PCB. “He has developed 
a tremendous understanding of our customers, our 
markets and our people. His ability to connect stra-
tegic growth with the relationships that drive our 
business makes him the right leader to help move 
our business development efforts forward.”

Beyond his leadership at PCB, Arbaugh has a 
long history of service to West Virginia’s banking 
and education communities. He has served on the 
board of governors of Eastern West Virginia Com-
munity & Technical College since 2018, currently 
as chairperson, and on the board of trustees and 
as a faculty member of the West Virginia School of 
Banking since 2002. He has also held leadership 
roles with the Hardy County Chamber of Commerce 
and numerous community organizations.

“I’ve had the privilege of growing up professionally 
at PCB, and I’m honored to have the opportunity 
to help lead our business development efforts.” said 
Arbaugh. “What has remained constant throughout 
my career is the importance of relationships. Our 
customers trust us with their businesses, their 
families, and their futures, and our communities 
count on us to be there when it matters. I’m excited 
to build on that foundation and help PCB continue 
to grow while remaining true to who we are.”
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Sliced Brisket Sandwich ........... $11
Pulled Pork Sandwich ................. $9
Grilled Chicken Sandwich .......... $9
Cheeseburger .............................. $5
Hotdog w/Chili ............................. $3
Loaded Mac or Beans w/Brisket ..$14
Loaded Mac or Beans
 w/ Pulled Pork or Grilled Chicken ..$12
Mac N Cheese .............................. $3
Pit Beans ...................................... $2
     Coleslaw .................................. $2
       Dill Pickles ............................. $2
        Soda & Water ....................... $1

Grab some great food, enoy the Halloween fun
and help support the PCMHS Junior Class!

Sugar grove BuilderS
Sugar Grove, WV

304-249-1584

•Roofing
   •Decks
       •Garages           
Jeremy Swartzentruber

WV 060843

Friday, OctOber 30

Salisbury Steak
Mashed Potatoes, Peas 

Apple, Candy Corn
Cupcakes, Punch

MOnday, nOveMber 2
Tomato Soup
Ham & Cheese 

w/Lettuce & Tomato
Tropical Fruit

tuesday, nOveMber 3
Baked Potato 

w/Chili & Cheese 
Broccoli, Apple Crisp

Wednesday, nOveMber 4
Baked Steak 

Mashed Potatoes
Beets, Orange

thursday, nOveMber 5
 Baked Fish 

Lima Beans, Cole Slaw
Banana, Donut

MENU
Pendleton

Senior & Family
Services

304-358-2421

@10am

Meal times are from 11:45 
to 12:45. All meals served 
with 2% milk & a bread.               

Reserve your meals.
Reservations served first. 

Menus are subject to change.

C
L 
O
S
E
D

FUN

Show Kids
You Care
“Suggest better
behaviors when 
they act out.”

Brought to you by
Pendleton County Partners in 

Prevention Team and
Search Institute

Sheldon Arbaugh

Leonhardt Calls for Balance Between New 
Development and Farmland Protection

By Kent A. Leonhardt, West Virginia             
Commissioner of Agriculture

As commissioner of agriculture, I recognize the importance of 
economic development and respect the rights of private landown-
ers to make decisions about how their property is used. However, 

we must also recognize that West Virginia’s productive farmland 
is a valuable and limited resource that will become increasingly 
important as we work to feed a growing population. 

When it comes to data centers and other large-scale develop-
ments, I strongly encourage developers to consider land that 
is less suitable for agricultural production. We should not be 
cutting ourselves short on the prospect of agricultural economic 
development by taking farmland out of production. 

That same consideration for our land must extend to proposed 
power transmission lines. I understand there are economic 
benefits for participating landowners. However, transparency 
throughout the entire process is essential. Landowners deserve 
clear, accurate information about how these projects will impact 
their property, farming operations and long-term land use. 

Every effort should be made to protect farmland and minimize 
the disruption of agricultural operations. Whenever possible, 
new transmission lines should follow existing utility corridors or 
rights-of-way rather than cutting through productive farmland. 
Landowners whose properties are impacted should also receive 
fair and just compensation. That should include considering 
ongoing annual payments since the transmission lines will use 
their land for many years.  

Balancing economic development with the preservation of our 
agricultural land is not always easy. But with open communica-
tion, thoughtful planning and a willingness to work together, I 
believe we can create opportunities for economic growth while 
protecting the farmland that remains so vital to West Virginia’s 
future. 
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Breast Cancer & Mental Health
According to the American Cancer Society, 1 in 4 
people diagnosed with breast cancer experience

depression. Those with breast cancer are also more 
likely to experience addiction, anxiety, fatigue,

insomnia, memory loss, mood swings, and PTSD.
If you or a loved one has breast cancer, speak with your medical provider

today about accessing Integrated Behavioral Health Services available at PCC.
*No patient denied services because of inability to pay!

Main St., Franklin — 304-358-2303
Mon-Fri 7-5 • Sat 7-3:30          www.bowmans.doitbest.com

•Best Products •Best Service •Best Prices

•Lowest Prices •Delivery 
•Installation •Gas Conversions

**And Other Brands**

EJ Wheeler Hardware

Freezers•Refrigerators                           
          Washers•Dryers

      Ranges•Dishwashers

ground at the courthouse on Oct. 30 at 
12:30 p.m. Humes noted they would 
have to bury the capsule two feet or 
more so it escapes the freeze-thaw cycle.

Darren Taylor provided a report on 
the South Branch Day Report Center, 
which operates from offices in Pendle-
ton, Hardy, and Hampshire counties, 
following the three counties’ judicial 
circuit. Programs create an alternative 
to incarceration that benefits those try-
ing to pay their debt to society while also 
taking steps to improve skills, behavio-
ral patterns, communication, and other 
aspects of life to prevent recidivism. Day 
Report also helps counties to keep their 
regional jail bills lower. 

“It’s been a very busy year for us,” 
Taylor shared.

Part of that has come through grants 
awarded during the past year. A major 
award came on Dec. 23, 2025, from the 
West Virginia First Foundation through 
the Momentum Initiative Grant. This 
initiative came from the board of direc-
tors of WVFF and is described as “a 
landmark opioid abatement investment” 
that “reflects a revolutionary, nationally 
distinctive model for stewarding settle-
ment dollars.”

WVFF directs the distribution of 
awards from opioid settlement funds 
that came through a successful lawsuit 
by Patrick Morrisey during his tenure 
as West Virginia Attorney General. 

Parameters for awards were set after 
a “structured multi-step approach.” It 
used input from local and state level 
experts and stakeholders, as well as 
“neutral and objective data-driven 
specialists.” Although the award came 
through the Hampshire County Com-
mission, it covers programming in all 
three counties. The $250,000 award will 
go towards setting up a juvenile services 
division for the Day Report Center that 
would serve 12-to-17-year old offend-
ers. Taylor called it “a new opportunity 
to serve young people.” Taylor shared 
that the center held a “soft launch” in 
July with the program fully underway 
by Sept. 1. 

A total of 15 clients came on to take 
part in the juvenile program from all 
three counties in the service area. South 
Branch Day Report also accepted clients 
from counties lacking similar juvenile 
programs, such as Ohio and Mineral. 
Just as the adult program, offenders 
have the obligation to take part in 
accountability-based trainings to build 
life skills, modify behavior, and help 
each find a different path in life away 
from crime. 

New staff members have come on to 

help with case management and other 
needs while personnel in place, includ-
ing Taylor, have pursued additional 
degrees and certifications to offer more 
services at the center. That “provides 
a higher level of care that the staff can 
give,” he added. Taylor also reported 
that Day Report moved its Pendleton 
County facility into the General Services 
Building.

“We appreciate all you do,” said Carl 
Hevener, Pendleton County Commission 
president. He added that “it seems like 
for every dollar you get, you find a dol-
lar and a half.”

Mike Alt. training officer for Pendle-
ton County Emergency Rescue, shared 
that calls for October had been “busier 
than normal.” One problem he identified 
was that “the National Forest is starting 
to tax our resources.” Turning to another 
resource question, he noted that the 
State remains fickle on whether or not 
it will fund the legally established EMS 
Salary Enhancement Fund. 

The Pendleton County Commission 
filled in the gap left by the cessation of 
salary enhancement funding in 2025 and 
has covered the cost of higher stipends 
for EMS workers. These have resulted 
in improved response times. Hevener 
shared that they had budgeted for it. Alt 
responded that the need lay “somewhere 
in the neighborhood of $185,000.” He 
asked that if the commission could not 
cover the entire expense that “we need 
to know before it runs dry.”

Alt noted that this time, the “hold 
up” seemed to be in the West Virginia 
Treasurer’s Office. 

Josh Dempsey, Pendleton County 
Sheriff’s Department chief deputy, came 
to represent his agency and spoke first 
about parking. At the request of the 
department, the Town of Franklin al-
lowed for a specified number of feet on 
Chestnut Street to be marked off as law 
enforcement parking. This enhances 
the safety of prisoners and their guards 
during transfers by parking them by the 
secured door to the basement. Dempsey 
said they “won’t be draconian” about en-
forcement at first as residents got used 
to the new rules.

Hevener also asked about the progress 
of the installation of next generation 
rain gauges. Gillespie explained that 
these use GPS, as opposed to the older 
models in place that float on the river 
surface. The new gauges can provide 
more information sooner on the rise of 
rivers and streams in heavy precipita-
tion. One has been installed at Seneca 
Rocks and is working well, but the rest 
are still awaiting placement. 

Pendleton County Commission
Continued From Page 1

Moore and First Energy Support Data 
Centers Bearing Cost of  Power Infrastructure

By Stephen Smoot

United States Representative Riley Moore 
has put his support behind a congressional bill 
known as the Ratepayer Protection Act. This 
comes on the heels of PJM Interconnection 
and other grid infrastructure entities strongly 
urging that companies constructing large load 
data centers pay the cost of the expanded 
infrastructure needed to serve power needs 
everywhere.

A major issue lies in the capacity and age 
of the grid of transmission lines connecting 
power plants and other electricity generation 
facilities to residential, commercial, govern-
ment, and other users.

Transmission infrastructure was built 
well over capacity by the 1980s and has not 
expanded much since. During the past 40 
years, residential electric demand has risen 
sharply. Most homes and many schools lacked 
air conditioning units as late as the 1980s. 
Similarly, high capacity personal computers 
and smart television sets have driven demand 
higher as well.

Many of the towers also have reached ad-
vanced age. In a government affairs update 
from the West Virginia Farm Bureau recently, 
Dwayne O’Dell shared an example of too many 
towers in the Kanawha Valley region that 
date back to the World War II era. With one 
of the most productive coal-fired power plants 
anywhere on Earth in the Kanawha Valley, 
the reliability of towers there is paramount 
for the entire PJM Interconnection system.

On the commercial side, significant growth 
in manufacturing in the United States in 
recent years paired with the emergence of 
large load data centers and crypto currency 
facilities has pushed grid capacity to shrink-
ing margins of error. The PJM Interconnec-
tion system, which includes West Virginia, 
its surrounding states, and others west to 
the Mississippi River, could see peak capac-
ity shutdowns by 2030 if power generation 
and transmission capacity does not expand 
rapidly.

With data centers generating revenues 
analogous to power consumption, many feel 
they can handle the burden of paying for their 
capacity needs. 

A release by Moore stated that the bill, if 
passed, will “require state public utility com-
missions to consider standards ensuring that 
large data centers pay the full incremental 
costs associated with generation, transmis-
sion, and distribution upgrades needed to 
serve their electricity demand.”

He added that “West Virginia families and 
American taxpayers should not be forced to 
foot the bill for massive data centers, and the 
enormous potential demands they place on 
our power grid.” The legislation would main-
tain “state and local control over data center 
projects while ensuring that hardworking 
Americans are not asked to pay for hundreds 

of millions of dollars in new generation, trans-
mission, or distribution infrastructure costs. 
That cost should always be on the companies.”  

This comes at the same time as the Trump 
Administration is pushing for data center 
construction, but also tighter standards for 
handling data center and crypto large loads in 
the transmission system. The Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) ordered the 
North American Electric Reliability Corpora-
tion to develop regulatory standards for these 
loads and mitigate their effects on the grid.

Also, according to the trade publication Grid 
Brief, First Energy has proposed to FERC 
that data centers “pay for transmission up-
grades needed to bring them online, rather 
than spreading those costs across existing 
customers.” It grafts a policy from the natu-
ral gas industry “where new customers can 
pay incremental rates for new infrastructure 
instead of asking legacy customers to finance 
the expansion.”

Furthermore, “under First Energy’s plan, 
data centers would sign 15-year contracts, 
provide collateral, pay the normal zonal 
transmission rate for the existing system, and 
then pay an additional expansion rate for new 
facilities built because of them.”

That said, the trend seems to be moving 
away from major data center facilities relying 
on the grid. West Virginia Governor Patrick 
Morrisey backed legislation to allow microgrid 
on site production for major consumers. A 
microgrid could generate power in a variety 
of ways from nuclear to solar. State measures 
also included using three percent of tax rev-
enues collected from data centers to help to 
build and maintain the grid. 

According to Utility Dive, a trade publica-
tion, “about a third of all U.S. data centers are 
expected to run entirely using onsite power 
by 2030.” An industry survey showed that 61 
percent of the time a company would build its 
own source of power rather than relying on a 
bottlenecked grid.

PJM Interconnection last month also in-
troduced proposals to mitigate the burdens 
placed by data centers on the grid. It will cre-
ate a “large load registry” of customers typi-
cally using 50 megawatts or more of power. 
Government officials would have access to 
this list. This allows for more effective peak 
demand period planning in allocating power.

Additionally, PJM proposes that during 
peak demand periods that they be permit-
ted to establish “a new emergency procedure 
(that) would notify utilities to reduce or trans-
fer the electricity demand from new large load 
customers ahead of any action that would shut 
off traditional consumers, including residen-
tial consumers.” 

During such periods, large load data centers 
and other facilities would have to rely on their 
own generators or other resources to sustain 
them until PJM could allow their safe recon-
nection to the grid. 



To advertise send your requests to
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One Final Message to Our County
Throughout this campaign, I’ve shared who I am, where I 
come from and what I stand for. I am a hardworking family 
man, husband and business owner who believes in honesty, 
integrity and doing what’s right. I’ve spent my life standing 
behind my word, helping others and being someone people 
can depend on. I believe our county is ready for a change. 
Change that brings fresh ideas, new perspectives, account-
ability and a renewed commitment to the people who call 
this county home. I am ready to take on the responsibility of serving on the 
County Commission. I understand that this position requires hard work,
dedication and the willingness to listen and make difficult decisions. These are 
responsibilities I do not take lightly. My commitment to this community did not 
begin with this campaign and it will not end with this election. I will continue 
to be involved, support our local schools and community and do my part to 
make our county a better place for everyone. To those who have supported me,
encouraged me and shared their concerns throughout this campaign, I
sincerely thank you. Your kindness and trust mean more than words can
express. 

As Election Day approaches, I encourage everyone to get out and vote. Your 
VOICE matters and your VOTE matters. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. It would be an honor to 
serve as your next county commissioner.

SETH BOWERS
Candidate for County Commissioner paid for by the candidate

WV’s Republican Supermajority
Has Passed These House Bills

That Have Stripped Pendleton 
County of Our Rights

HB 2014 - 2025
Removed local control over certified 
data centers and microgrids, including 
zoning, noise, lighting and local permits. 
Shielded confidential company information 
and redirected tax revenue from host 
communities.

HB 2233 - 2025
Allowed removal of drinking-water 
protections from certain streams, opening 
the door to weaker pollution limits.

HB 208 - 2024
Repealed the prior radioactive-waste 
storage and disposal ban and replaced it 
with a weak regulatory framework.

HB 2013 - 2025
Removed civil service and grievance 
protections for certain new hires and state 
workers changing positions.

Vote Blue!
Paid for by the Pendleton County Democratic Executive Committee

Recent Electric Rate 
Case Explained
By Charlotte Lane, Public Service Commission chairman

The Public Service Commission’s recent ruling in 
an electric company case was an innovative approach 
believed to save ratepayers money, although a rate 
increase was granted.

Instead of fully litigating a proposed $188.4 million 
rate request, the commission decided to allow two mod-
erate adjustments.

In doing so, it introduced into the ratemaking process 
what is called the “adjustment approach,” or AA, for 
short.

Without belaboring the details, suffice it to say that 
major utilities fairly regularly petition the commis-
sion for general rate increases. These are large, multi-
faceted cases that involve lots of money and time, and 
higher rates.

In this case, the companies wanted what would have 
amounted to a 13 percent monthly increase in customer 
bills.

But by using the AA, it limited the increase impact 
to a total of 4.25 percent and spread those increases 
over two years instead of it being applied all at once,

Additionally, in this approach, the companies agreed 
not to file an overall rate increase case before April 1, 
2028.

Even if that is filed, this action means that these 
customers will not feel another rate increase until at 
least February 2029.

In effect, the commission agreed to allow the com-
panies to have an inflation-based adjustment in their 
rates based on $1 billion they had made in investments 
in the state since 2022.

The companies argued they needed the $188 million 
to recover a number of costs and to account for infla-
tion. While they would not have gotten all they asked 
for had the commission fully litigated these issues, 
the commission believes they would have been able to 
justify a substantial portion of that cost.

So, the commission settled on this approach instead. 
It recognizes that the companies are entitled to some 
recovery. But the primary aim was to ease the impact 
of this rate increase on the ratepayers.

The commission recognized in its ruling that this 
is a temporary measure based on the current circum-
stances.

This reduces what could have been the impact of 
the fully litigated case. It moderates the magnitude 
of future rate cases. It allows the companies a timely 
recovery of reasonable costs while encouraging them 
to control costs.

Lane believes it is worthwhile to quote from the deci-
sion, which sums up the commission’s thinking:

“This is a reasonable and worthwhile rate experiment. 
At a time when costs keep increasing, thereby causing 
rates to increase, we are trying to find new ways to 
establish rates for the companies that are reasonable 
and not discriminatory, that help the customers, and 
that do not require a base rate case every year or year 
and a half. It is a daunting effort, but we must try.”

Regional Officials Discuss Infrastructure 
And Opportunity with State Treasurer Pack

By Stephen Smoot

Last month, Larry Pack, West Virginia state treas-
urer, came to the Potomac Highlands. He toured the 
Dominion facility at Mount Storm, met with the Hardy 
County Public Service District, and took in an arts 
presentation in Lost City. Midway through the day, 
Pack met with Hardy and Grant county officials at the 
Grant County Courthouse

Joining him were Melissa Earle, Region 8 Economic 
Development and Planning Council executive director 
Delegate John Paul Hott, Kevin Hagerty and Scott 
Miley from the Grant County Commission, Steven 
Schetrom, Hardy County Commission president, Roger 
Leatherman, Mineral County Commission president, 
and others.

Statewide, more attention has come to aging water 
and sewer systems as communities in some parts of 
the state have lost paying customers whose rates sup-
port maintenance and repairs. Public water systems 
also differ widely in how soundly they manage their 
systems and finances.

Pack addressed the sometimes delicate balance that 
public water systems must tread. While systems need 
maintenance and outlying areas want expansion of 
service, at the same time systems “don’t want to charge 
my 88-year-old grandmother more.”

He explained the issue in terms of the human de-
cency of those making the decisions rather than in 
terms of negligence. “It’s human nature to not want to 
raise rates (but) maintenance comes from payment of 
those rates,” he said. Many systems find themselves 
in trouble when they avoid raising water and sewer 
charges gradually over time to meet rising costs of 
keeping a system running properly while also meeting 
environmental mandates, especially in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed.

Systems that put off the rate hikes too long end up 
having to impose massive hikes every several years 
than easier-to-manage small increases annually or 
every two years. Pack shared that many southern 
West Virginia communities had to go to small regular 
increases.

Municipal systems also have to prepare for the unex-
pected, such as when plastic pipe seen as top of the line 
in the 1990s was installed in Franklin’s system. Three 
decades into service, crews have found the piping less 
reliable than advertised and must address frequent 
problems from that part of the system.

Hagerty noted that “we have a pretty expensive 
system. It’s 50 or 60 years old now (and) it’s extremely 
expensive.” Miley noted that the PSD has an excellent 
relationship with the Town of Petersburg water system, 
but also stated that served as the sole source. He added 
that the system was basically in good shape, but “has 
some age on it.”

The discussion then turned to an issue that Region 8 
has incorporated into their Comprehensive Economic 
Development Strategy planning and updating for many 
years. Schetrom told the state treasurer, “We need 
more housing.”

Hagerty has worked as a real estate appraiser in 
Maryland and also West Virginia. He explained that 
the COVID pandemic opened up significant interest 
among those living in Mid Atlantic urban areas to 

buy second homes in West Virginia. At the time, they 
served as safe remote work locations, then became 
vacation homes. 

With affluent buyers able to pay more, the price of 
single family housing increased substantially. Home 
prices pegged more to markets to the east, such as 
the Shenandoah Valley, rather than to the less pricey 
counties to the west of the Potomac Highlands. 

Schetrom described what he called “the gap of afford-
ability.” He explained that local middle class residents, 
from professionals to those earning good manufactur-
ing wages, can afford up to about $180,000. He went 
on to relate that the median price in the area for even 
substandard housing was closer to $220,000, creating 
a $40,000 affordability gap. He shared that he was 
pushing for public and private partnerships to come 
up with solutions. 

Additionally, rental properties have increasingly gone 
to employees of Pilgrims, both native and foreign-born. 
With the company providing rental assistance, the price 
of units has increased dramatically during the past 
decade. Pilgrims also addressed the issue themselves 
by constructing large apartment buildings near their 
complex in Moorefield.

Related to the problem of a shortage of housing is 
a shortage of those who build and maintain them, 
tradesmen. Miley shared that those willing to pay more 
out of state and also in vacation areas such as Tucker 
County, mean that residents in other areas must take 
a backseat and wait for carpenters, masons, electri-
cians, or others.

Leatherman and Miley both noted that the shortage 
of trades workers creates an excellent opportunity 
for young people. The latter commissioner said, “The 
Wall Street Journal reported that America’s next mil-
lionaires will be tradesmen because they are in such 
high demand.”

Earle then shared information gathered during their 
workforce roundtable held in Moorefield the previ-
ous week. Economic development officials met with 
representatives from South Branch Technical School, 
Mineral County Technical School, Hampshire High 
School, and Eastern West Virginia Community and 
Technical College. They discussed the same topic, a 
dearth of tradesmen and how to connect students in 
those fields with employment and business opportuni-
ties after graduation.

She noted that labor laws hamstring trades education 
significantly by limiting how minors can be paid to work 
in an industrial or construction setting. Some of the 
laws date back to Industrial Revolution era exploitation 
of child labor, but such conditions disappeared long ago 
in the United States. “They need to change the laws 
to allow a 16-year-old to get paid” by an industrial or 
construction internship or apprenticeship.

Pack then reminisced about one of his teenage jobs, 
working in a sawmill at the ages of 16 and 17. “There 
was no OSHA,” he said.

He shared a program launched in Cabell County. 
Voters approved a bond levy to create a new kind of 
technical school for West Virginia. Students go there 
instead of to a traditional high school all day. Teach-
ers instruct in all required topics, but students lose no 
travel time going back and forth to a school.
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LEGAL   ADVERTISEMENT

STORAGE SPACE

•Residential
•Commercial

•Standby 
Generators

Brandon Mallow

304-668-9885
304-358-7515

Licensed and Insured   WV057572

Mallow
ElEctric, LLC

LEGAL   ADVERTISEMENT

CONTRACTORS

AUTOMOTIVE

CLEANING

 •Detail Vehicles
  •Steam Clean
    Carpets  &
      Furniture
  •Contract Cleaning

Joyce Moates, owner
304-249-5480

J&L’s Reconditioning

BBB Accredited

HEATING/COOLING

Franklin
•Installations
 •Custom Duct Work
   •Service on All Brands
Trane, Carrier & Heil

Serving the area
for more than 30 years

Here Today and
Here To Stay

Tyler Scheibner
304-668-9296
License # WV 062818

October 29, 2026 - The Pendleton Times - Page 11

Halloween Fun Facts...
•In the 1840s, Halloween was first widely cel-

ebrated in the United States.
•Turnips were carved into jack-o’-lanterns be-

fore pumpkins became popular.
•Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups is America’s favor-

ity Hallloween candy.
•Thirty-five million pounds of candy corn, 

originally known as chicken feed, are produced 
every year.

•Silly String is officially banned in Hollywood 
on Halloween night.

•According to folklore, if one wears clothes 
inside out and walks backwards on Halloween, 
one will see a witch at midnight.

•The original purpose of bobbing for apples on 
Halloween was fortune-telling to predict future 
marriage.

WANTED
* P A I N T I N G *               
36 years experience: 
Houses, Barns, Roofs, 
Churches, Outbuild-
ings, Poultry House 
Roofs, Log Homes, 
e t c .  Ca l l  Ronnie 
Kimble,  358-7208 
WV03545.  3/5-10/29p

FOR RENT
BISSELL CARPET 
Shampooer for rent. 
Bowman’s Do It Best. 
Call 304-358-2303.      

FOR SALE
LIKE NEW QUEEN 
size solid oak bed-
room set–large dress-
er, chest of drawers, 2 
night stands–Acorn 
style. 304-567-3596.
                                 1c

(2025-C-000001-PENDLETON COUNTY-GEORGE 
REXRODE)

To: GEOFFREY D. LYSTER, or heirs at law, devisees, 
creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known 
heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administra-
tors, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an 
undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other 
parties that may have any interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT BETHEL MAP 1 PARCEL 0010 0007 0000

You will take notice that GEORGE REXRODE, the 

purchaser of the following real estate, Cert No. 2025-C-
000001, located in BETHEL District, 5.91 ACS POTOMAC 
OVERLOOK SUB which was returned delinquent  or 
nonentered in the name of  LYSTER GEOFFREY D,  
and was sold by the deputy commissioner of delinquent 
and nonentered lands of  PENDLETON County at the 
sale for the delinquent taxes on May 21, 2026. GEORGE 
REXRODE requests that you be notified a deed for such 
real estate will be made on or after April 1, 2027, as pro-
vided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real 
estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before March 
31, 2027 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of 
the certification, with interest, for tax year ticket number 
2024 - 741 ...............................................................$308.72

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the 
date of certfication for ticket number .......................$0.00

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to 
for tax year 2025-731 .............................................$230.45

Additional taxes with interest ...................................$0.00

Auditor’s Certification, Publication and Redemption fee 
plus interest............................................................$211.60

Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, 
publication, personal service, Secretary of State with 
interest ....................................................................$958.72

Additional Statutory Fees with interest ...................$0.00

Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor – 
cashier check, money order, certified or personal check
..........................................................................$1,709.49

You may redeem at any time before March 31, 
2027 by paying the above total less any un-

earned interest.

If the above real estate is your primary residence, you 
may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate in not 
more than three incremental payments that equal the 
total amount required to redeem the real estate prior to 
the issuance of the deed described above.

Given under my hand October 14, 2026

Christal G Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of PENDLETON County, State of 
West Virgina

Return this letter and payment to the
WV State Auditor’s Office,

County Collections Division
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East

Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568
10-29-3c

Have A Safe and
Happy Halloween

November 1
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FHS Classmates of ’81 Attend Reunion

The FHS Class of 1981 held its 45th reunion on Sept. 19 at the Franklin Ruritan Building. A delicious meal was catered by classmate, Jodie (Propst) Gardner and her husband, Rich. Twenty-five classmates and 
their guests enjoyed an evening of fellowship and reminiscing. Classmates attending were, from left, seated,  Kevin Rexrode, Robin (Propst) Kile, Shelia (Alexander) Propst, Dianne (Wright) Nibblins, Cathy 

(Wilkinson) Soenksen, Jodie (Propst) Gardner and Tammie (Kile) Coyle; and standing,  Eric Glover, Greg Moyers, Mark Eye, C.J. Eckard, 
Janet (Bowers) Roberson, James Alt, Peggy (McLaughlin) Davis, Mark Hevener, Carol Ann Waggy-Baker, Jay Mallow, Ricky Kimble, Melody 
Jones, Tom Landis, Sandy (Dunkle) Trushel, Danny Kesner, Jim Anderson, Chip Harper and Gary Nesselrodt. 

Broker George Sponaugle - 304-358-2714
Agents: Kathy Sponaugle - 304-668-3283

Gene Boggs - 304-668-2982 Angie Nelson - 304-358-2524

61 Chestnut St.,
Franklin, WV 26807

HIGHLANDS GOLF COURSE - Lot #17, .53 acre, $30,000

DRY RUN - FRANKLIN DISTRICT - 6.01 acres w/3 BR, 2 BA trailer, excel-
lent condition, w/deck, swimming pool, washer, dryer, refrig., public water, 
metal roof, out bldg., new 35x36 metal shop w/heat and air, good hunting, 
views, private. $198,000.

FRANKLIN - 2 BR, 1 BA Lindel wood siding home on 2.26 acres. $180,000 
$170,000 $160,000.

FRANKLIN - 4 BR, 2 BA, 2 story Pre-Civil War home with basement in 
town. 2 apartments, detached. Paved parking area. $310,000 $290,000.

SMOKE HOLE - 13.93 +/- ac., adjoining National Forest, 2 story cabin, 3 
rental cabins, 2 ponds. $849,000 $749,000 or best offer.

SOLD

   

SGR430A 42.62 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home. 1987 as-
sessed sq. ft. Built in 2000. Metal Roof. Wood, LP & Oil 
Heat. Central AC. Well water, Septic. 30’x40’ building. 
Located in Treasure Mtn. Estates, RT 220, Franklin District. 
Some Restrictions. $459,000.00.
SGR429A 2.04 acres, new 2025–4 bedroom/w 2 bath 
doublewide, well/septic, nice flat yard with stream in the 
back, Pocahontas Co., close to Cass Scenic Railroad and 
Snowshoe Mtn Resort. $239,000.00.
SGR426A 1.15 acres, raw land with well, septic and 
electric, fruit trees and road frontage on North Mountain, 
Franklin District. $44,000.00.
SGR425A 3 Bedroom/1 bath home, new shingle roof, with 
a separate 1 bedroom guest house, double door garage 
with reinforced floor, on 1.01 acres, Franklin District, 
Pendleton County. $324,999.00.  
SGR423A 197.50 assessed acres, w/4 bed, 1.5 bath 
farmhouse. Propane Heat, Well, Septic, unfinished              
basement w/laundry hook-ups. Barn, outbuildings and 
pasture land. $895,000.00.
SGR424A 10.92 acres, 3 Bed/2 Bath doublewide, Elk 
Mountain area, close to Spruce Knob, Seneca Rocks, 
Snowshoe, no restrictions, backs up to National Forest, 
Circleville District. $235,000.00.
SGR422A 1.891 Acres, w/3,637 sq. ft., 3 Bed, 3 Bath Brick 
home located in Franklin Corp. LP Furnace, Heat Pump & 
Baseboard Electric. Public water & sewer. Barn, Camper 
Shed and Garage. $429,000.00 REDUCED $405,000.00.
SGR419A 2 Adjoining building lots, Lot #8-0.22 ac. and Lot 
#9-0.26 ac., Public water/sewer, backs up to FES, Some 
restrictions, Meadow Lane, Franklin, Corp. $49,000.00.
SGR416A 5.12 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Spa-
cious Loft area. Cistern, Septic, Shed. New Metal Roof, 
New Sliding Door, Newly Sealed Deck. Access to 9 acre 
Common Area. Located Kile Knob Subdivision, Franklin 
District. $239,000.00.
SGR413A 3.0 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin w/Loft. Off grid, 
Solar, generator. Access to 9 acre Common Area. Located 
Kile Knob Subdivision, Franklin District. $289,000.00.
SGR410A 1492 Dice Warner Road, Circleville, 3 Bed, 2 
Bath, log siding and rock home, top of Teter Gap, gor-
geous mountain views, 2 living rooms, propane heat/AC 
and a forced air wood furnace. House being sold “AS-IS.” 
$249,900.00.
SGR409A 0.04 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Home located 
on 18 Spruce St., Franklin Corp. New Hot water heater                
w/expansion tank, New stainless steel appliances, New 
guttering system, Cement driveway, Hard wired Ring 
cameras with motion lights. Mini-Splits and new window 
installation in 2021. $175,000.00.
SGR408A 7.88 Acres w/3 Bed, 2 Bath Log Siding Cabin, 
Fully & Tastefully Furnished, Large Decks, Full Finished 
basement, Screened in Porch, Spring Water. Higher clear-
ance vehicle recommended. Buck Ridges Development. 
Some Restrictions. $285,000.00.
SGR406A World Class View at 3017 ft, overlooking beau-
tiful Germany Valley & Spruce Knob. Located in Seneca 
Lookout Development. 70.00 Acres w/2 Bed, 2.5 Bath 1.5 
Story Log Cabin. Baseboard Elec & Wood Heat, Well, 
Septic, Outbuilding, Joins National Forest. $749,000.00. 
SGR403A 15.38 Acres, w/4-6 Bed, 2 Bath Contempo-
rary Home. Make it your Residence or it would make 
a great  Retreat Center. Great views, surrounded by 
mountain ranges. Double Kitchen, dual W/D Hookups, 
2 Heat Pumps, 37KW Generac backup generator, Spa-
cious   workshop/garage. Large Spring Fed Pond. Frank-
lin District, Pendleton Cty. $929,000.00  $879,000.00 
$789,000.00 REDUCED $667,000.00.

SGR402A 0.62 Acres w/3 Bed, 1.5 Bath Ranch Home 
located in Upper Tract, WV. Brick exterior, Metal Roof, 
Carport, Unfinished Basement, Septic, Public Water. Nice 
level lot. Mill Run District, Pendleton Cty. $269,000.00 
$229,000.00 REDUCED 199,000.00.
SGR400A  5 Bed, 3 Bath home located in Franklin District 
on 2.5 acres offers privacy in peaceful, wooded surround-
ings while being near schools and all town amenities. At-
tached 2 car garage, partially finished basement, fenced 
yard, Heat Pump & Central AC, 3 Fireplaces, Well, Septic 
and Water Filtration system. $549,000.00 REDUCED 
$525,000.00.
SGR393A 14.5 Acres w/2 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin with very   
efficient use of space. Located on Dry Run Rd. 1900 gallon 
Cistern. Wood & Electric Heat. $249,000.00 REDUCED 
$239,000.00.
SGR392A Custom Canadian White Cedar Log Home.        
4 Bed, 2 Bath, 3,088 sq. ft. Cabin on 119.45 acres located 
in Hidden Valley. Red Oak and Mexican Tile flooring. Two 
Car Garage & partial basement. Mature plants and trees. 
Some Restrictions apply. Franklin District. $919,000.00  
$899,000.00 $849,000.00 REDUCED $799,000.00.
SGR385A 11.54 Acres w/3+ Bed, 3 Bath Cabin located 
in Buck Ridges Dvlpmt. Screened porch, Deck, Stone 
Patio, Primary BD w/En-suite. Beautiful wood, Tile,                    
Floating Linoleum flooring. Lots of natural light, Metal Roof, 
Board and Batten Exterior. 3080 assessed sq ft. Very well 
maintained. $325,000.00.
SGR382A 45 Ac. w/1 Bed, 1 Bath Cabin, Solar                        
powered, no restrictions, Cistern & Septic, Shooting 
Range, Excellent Hunting, Franklin District. $399,000.00 
REDUCED $379,000.00.
SGR382B 35 Acres, Strauter Rd, Ruddle area. Year-Round 
Spring. Building Lots. Utilities. Excellent Hunting. Life 
Estate on 6 Acres. Franklin District. $169,000.00.
SGR374A Spectacular View! 2.81 Ac w/2 Bed, 1 Bath 
Cabin w/Loft, located on Kile Knob. Propane cook stove 
& lighting. Propane & Wood Heat. On site Septic, Cistern 
Water Source. NEW LISTING $299,000.00 REDUCED 
$270,000.00. 
SGR340A 327.98 Acres, with 4 Bed, 3.5 Bath Home w/2 
car garage and Barn. Property adjoins lands owned by 
Fisher Mtn. Golf Course. Expansive view of Shenandoah 
Mountain and Fisher Mountain Golf Course. Year round 
spring-fed creek w/several other Springs and nice bldg. 
sites. NEW LISTING $2,250,000.00.
SGR316A 10.35 Acres, Entry Mountain, Some Covenants 
& Restrictions. Nice View. $89,900.00.
SGR302A “The Hollow” Restaurant, fully furnished, at 
the corner of US RT 220/US RT 33W, Franklin. Property 
adjoins neighboring motel. $425,000.00  $320,000.00 
$299,000.00 $229,000.00 REDUCED $219,000.00.
SGR056 Highland County property. Pasture, several year-
round Springs, Hunting, High Speed Internet, Electric, 1.3 
miles of public Road Frontage. Awesome view of Blue 
Grass Valley. $2,973,000.00.
SGR441 Residential lots, public water, protective          
covenants and restrictions. Oak Flat Estates near Bran-
dywine on Rte 33 East of Franklin. Lots from $22,836.00. 
SGR247 Residential lots with town water, sewer & un-
derground utilities. Protective covenants and restrictions.  
Franklin Airport Development. Lots from $14,630.00. 

Sugar Grove Realty, Inc.
Jeffrey S. Bowers, Broker C 304.668.0002  
Tommy A. Roberson, Sales Agent  304.668.1050
Penny K. Lambert, Sales Agent C 304.668.2975
Jennifer Raines, Sales Agent 304.851.3522
Kelly Roby, Sales Agent 304.257.8859

sugargrovewv.com 
304.358.3332/3337  304.358.3334 (fax)

FOR PHOTOS AND MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE PROPERTIES VISIT
WWW.SUGARGROVEWV.COM

39 Maple Ave 
PO Box 999 
Franklin, WV 26807 
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Carl Hevener
Pendleton County

Commissioner
Your vote and support would be greatly appreciated.
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Conger Awarded Nursing Scholarship
A Pend le ton  County 

Eastern West  Virginia 
Community and Techni-
cal College nursing stu-
dent was awarded a $500 

scholarship Sept. 9 by Jeff 
Fraley, director of nurs-
ing education for 40 & 8 
Voiture 1623.

Christopher Conger was 
one of four students receiv-
ing the scholarship. The 
students were first-time re-

cipients of the scholarship, 
as the Fall 2026 semester 
marked the start of a new 
nursing cohort.

“I appreciate the oppor-
tunity that the 40 and 
8 Scholarship provides 
and am grateful to their 

organization for helping 
facilitate the education 
of the next generation of 
nurses,” said Conger. “I’m 
excited to get to work with 
the organization further at 
their upcoming sandwich 
sale, and to learn more 
about the organization and 
its members.”

The 40 & 8 was founded 
in 1920 by American veter-
ans returning from France 
after World War I. In 1955, 
the organization began sup-
porting nursing education. 
Voiture 1623 of the 40 & 
8, based in Moorefield, has 
been a longtime advocate 
and supporter of Eastern’s 
nursing students through 
this scholarship program.

In support of its nurs-
ing scholarship program, 
members of the 40 & 8 hold 
several fundraising events 
each  year .  Over  t ime, 
Voiture 1623 has awarded 
scholarships to numerous 
Eastern students, helping 
to ease financial burdens 
and enabling them to pur-
sue careers in nursing.

13869 Mountaineer Dr., Riverton                         304-567-2999 • 1-540-246-2999
Pictures and Full Description of ALL Our Inventory

Online at teddavisautosales.com

TED DAVIS AUTO SALES

Great Financing Rates Now Available

R/Vs & RECREATIONAL ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2021 GRAND DESIGN REFLECTION 320 MKS, 35 ft. fifth wheel camper, ldd w/options, ex. cond. ....................................$39,500

TRUCKS ............................................................................................................................................................................................ SALE
2024 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB S/BED 4X4, 5.3 liter V-8, auto., ldd., 42K miles, white .......................$34,900
2024 RAM 2500 CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4 “BIGHORN EDITION,” Cummins diesel, auto., ldd., white, 58K miles
  ...................................................................................................................................................................... SPECIAL $48,500 $46,500
2019 NISSAN FRONTIER CREW CAB SHORTBED 4X4, 4.0 liter V-6, auto., ldd., charcoal, 92K miles ............................ $19,500
2018 FORD F-250 S/CAB LONGBED 4X4, 6.7 diesel, auto., air, etc., white, 275K VDOT highway miles ...............................$21,900
2015 FORD F-350 CREW CAB LONGBED 4X4,  XL pkg., 6.7 liter diesel, auto., ldd., 144K miles, white, good cond. ..........$24,900
2008 FORD F-550 4X4 UTILITY TRUCK, w/ mechanic’s crane and auger, 6.4 dsl., auto., air, etc. ......... SPECIAL $26,900 $19,500
2006 FORD F-250 CREW CAB S/BED LARIAT 4X4, 6.0 diesel, auto., ldd., wht/tan, 223K miles ......... SPECIAL $18,500 $16,500
2005 FORD F-350 4X4 KING RANCH DUALLY, 6.0 diesel, auto., ldd., white & tan, only 60K miles ....................................$44,900
2000 FORD F-350 CREW CAB LARIAT DUALY 4X4, V-10, auto., ldd., red, 11,000 miles, on new drivetrain ......... ONLY $16,900
PASSENGER VEHICLES ............................................................................................................................................................... SALE
2025 FORD BRONCO 4-DR “BADLANDS SASQUATCH PKG.,” V-6, auto., ldd., blue, only 6K miles, 72K new ..............$49,500
2022 KIA SORENTO AWD PREMIUM EDITION,  2.5 liter, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., light gray, 92K miles ....................................$23,500
2022 SUBARU LEGACY 4-DR SEDAN “Premium Pkg.,” ldd w/options, perfect condition, charcoal, 111K miles
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $19,900 $17,900
2021 FORD EXPEDITION LIMITED 4X4, 3.5 Ecoboost, auto., ldd., black cherry, 92K miles, very clean ..............................$32,900
2021 JEEP WRANGLER 2-DR HARDTOP “80TH ANNIVERSARY PKG.,” V-6, auto., ldd., orange, 64K miles
  .......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL $24,900 $22,500
2021 KIA SELTOS PREMIUM PKG., AWD, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., bronze, 104K miles, ex. cond. ................................................$16,500
2020 FORD EDGE SEL AWD, 2.0 liter 4-cyl., auto., ldd., Ruby red, 116k miles, very sharp ......................................................$14,900
2020 SUBARU OUTBACK AWD WAGON, 2.5 liter, 4-cyl., auto., ldd., olive green, 114K miles .............SPECIAL $19,500 $17,500
2019 HYUNDAU SANTA FE SEL AWD, 4-cyl., auto., ldd, silver, only 52K miles, ex. cond. ....................................................$18,900
2019 LINCOLN MKC AWD, 2.3 liter 4-cyl., auto., ldd., black, local trade in w/only 64K miles, ex. cond. .... SPECIAL $19,900 $17,900
2018 FORD EXPLORER XLT “SPORT PKG” AWD, 2.3 4-cyl., auto., ldd., dark cherry, 115Kmiles, very sharp
  ......................................................................................................................................................................SPECIAL  $18,900 $17,900
2017 JEEP WRANGLER 4-DR SPORT 4X4, V-6, auto., ldd., white, 89K miles ........................................SPECIAL $18,900 $17,900
2017 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., copper color, 118K miles, sharp .............................................................$14,900
2016 FORD EXPLORER XLT AWD, V-6, auto., ldd., white, 124K miles ...................................................................................$12,900


