
sioners that generator and electri-
cal work is complete at the new 
911 tower near Lost City along 
Route 259. Once weather clears, 
he said, all that’s left is to install 
some equipment on that tower 
and the tower at Helmick Rock, 
and the new tower should be op-
erational.

He did not have a schedule 
available.

Lewis said one 911 dispatch-
ing trainee resigned, and another 
is retiring soon. He said he has 
an applicant he’s going to begin 
training, and will advertise to fill 
other spot.

Lewis reported there were 612 
calls to 911 in December 2024.

For law enforcement, the De-
partment of Natural Resources 
had 14 calls; the Sheriff’s Office 
had 290 calls; the Moorefield Po-
lice Department had 138; and the 

State Police had 24.
For Emergency Medical Servic-

es, West Hardy had 102 calls in 
December. Hardy County Emer-
gency Ambulance Authority had 
74, and Wardensville Rescue 
Squad had 35.

Moorefield Fire Department re-
sponded to 29 calls; Mathias-Bak-
er had 14, and Capon Valley had 
eight.

Derek Alt, Hardy County Emer-
gency Ambulance Authority direc-
tor, reported their December ex-
penses were $123,873.02. Their 
revenue was $116,018.17, includ-
ing $85,000 from the ambulance 
fee and $30,613 from services.

He reported all vehicles and 
equipment are in service, and that 
all ambulances were inspected in 
December and are good for the 
next year.

Alt reported he anticipated a 
continued on page 5
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Temperatures and snow fell throughout the state over the last week, keeping kids from school and Temperatures and snow fell throughout the state over the last week, keeping kids from school and 
plows on the highways.                                                                                                                       plows on the highways.                                                                                                                       Photo by Darryl BuningPhoto by Darryl Buning

CANDIDATE FILING FOR CANDIDATE FILING FOR 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION BEGINSMUNICIPAL ELECTION BEGINS

Candidate filing for the June Candidate filing for the June 
10, 2025, Town of Moorefield 10, 2025, Town of Moorefield 
Municipal General Election be-Municipal General Election be-
gins on Monday, January 13, gins on Monday, January 13, 
2025, and will end Saturday, Jan-2025, and will end Saturday, Jan-
uary 25, 2025. If mailing, must uary 25, 2025. If mailing, must 
be postmarked by U.S. Postal be postmarked by U.S. Postal 
Service no later than midnight Service no later than midnight 
January 25, 2025.January 25, 2025.

A Mayor and two councilmen A Mayor and two councilmen 
will be elected to serve for a will be elected to serve for a 
four-year term from July 1, 2025, four-year term from July 1, 2025, 
through June 30, 2029.through June 30, 2029.

All residents over the age of All residents over the age of 
eighteen, living within the corpo-eighteen, living within the corpo-
rate limits of the Town of Moore-rate limits of the Town of Moore-
field, are registered and eligible field, are registered and eligible 
to vote in the Town elections, to vote in the Town elections, 
are eligible to be candidates for are eligible to be candidates for 
office.office.

Forms on which to file may Forms on which to file may 
be obtained from the City Clerk be obtained from the City Clerk 
at the Town Office at 206 Win-at the Town Office at 206 Win-
chester Avenue, Moorefield, WV chester Avenue, Moorefield, WV 
26836. No filing fee is required.26836. No filing fee is required.

Petersburg, W.Va. [January 8, Petersburg, W.Va. [January 8, 
2025] — Grant County Bank is 2025] — Grant County Bank is 
pleased to announce the hiring pleased to announce the hiring 
of Josh Evans as a Consumer of Josh Evans as a Consumer 
Lender. Evans brings to the role Lender. Evans brings to the role 
more than nine years’ experience more than nine years’ experience 
in community banking.in community banking.

Prior to joining Grant County Prior to joining Grant County 

Bank, Evans, a Petersburg native Bank, Evans, a Petersburg native 
and resident, served as Loan Of-and resident, served as Loan Of-
ficer and Centralized Loan Pro-ficer and Centralized Loan Pro-
cessor for Summit Community cessor for Summit Community 
Bank in Moorefield, W.Va..Bank in Moorefield, W.Va..

“We are thrilled to welcome “We are thrilled to welcome 
Josh to our lending team,” said Josh to our lending team,” said 

CHARLESTON — West Vir-CHARLESTON — West Vir-
ginia Attorney General Patrick ginia Attorney General Patrick 
Morrisey on Wednesday an-Morrisey on Wednesday an-
nounced that his Medicaid Fraud nounced that his Medicaid Fraud 
Control Unit (MFCU) has filed Control Unit (MFCU) has filed 
criminal charges against two criminal charges against two 
Hopemont Hospital nursing staff Hopemont Hospital nursing staff 

members in connection with the members in connection with the 
death of a non-verbal patient in death of a non-verbal patient in 
January 2024.January 2024.

The MFCU investigated the The MFCU investigated the 
case and recommended the case and recommended the 
charges, which were approved by charges, which were approved by 
and will be prosecuted by Pres-and will be prosecuted by Pres-

ton County Prosecuting Attorney ton County Prosecuting Attorney 
Jay Shay and his team.Jay Shay and his team.

The MFCU charged Kylah The MFCU charged Kylah 
Beard (certified nursing assis-Beard (certified nursing assis-
tant), of Morgantown, and Deli-tant), of Morgantown, and Deli-
lah Clayburn-Hill (registered lah Clayburn-Hill (registered 
nurse), of Buckhannon, with nurse), of Buckhannon, with 

felony neglect of an incapacitated felony neglect of an incapacitated 
adult by a caregiver resulting in adult by a caregiver resulting in 
the incapacitated adult’s death.the incapacitated adult’s death.

Hill and Beard are scheduled Hill and Beard are scheduled 
for an initial appearance in Pres-for an initial appearance in Pres-
ton County Magistrate Court at ton County Magistrate Court at 
2 p.m. on Jan. 29. The filing of 2 p.m. on Jan. 29. The filing of 

criminal charges is merely an al-criminal charges is merely an al-
legation and all defendants are legation and all defendants are 
presumed innocent unless and presumed innocent unless and 
until proven guilty beyond a rea-until proven guilty beyond a rea-
sonable doubt in a court of law.sonable doubt in a court of law.

“This is a very disturbing case “This is a very disturbing case 
and there needs to be account-and there needs to be account-

ability for the horrific death of ability for the horrific death of 
the victim, Mr. Larry Hedrick, the victim, Mr. Larry Hedrick, 
who was supposed to be under who was supposed to be under 
the care of medical profession-the care of medical profession-
als,” Attorney General Morrisey als,” Attorney General Morrisey 
said. “Our MFCU investigators said. “Our MFCU investigators 

Hardy County In Winter’s GripHardy County In Winter’s Grip

AG Morrisey Announces Criminal Charges Against 2 Hopemont AG Morrisey Announces Criminal Charges Against 2 Hopemont 
Hospital Nursing Staff Members in Connection with Patient DeathHospital Nursing Staff Members in Connection with Patient Death

Non-Verbal Patient Allegedly Left in Scalding Hot BathNon-Verbal Patient Allegedly Left in Scalding Hot Bath

West Virginians are familiar 
enough with the effects of heavy 
snows, cold temperatures made 
more frigid by robust gusts of 
wind. They see the impacts in 
missed school days, lost time at 
work, and the headaches caused 
by dangerous roads.

What fewer see are the challeng-
es faced and overcome by those 
whose job lies in keeping every-
one else safe and secure, whether 
at home, at work, or on the roads.

The West Virginia Department 
of Transportation has a massive 
task covering more than 80,000 
miles of roadways throughout the 
state. From the interstate and Ap-
palachian Corridor network to tar 
and gravel roads winding through 
remote hollows and over ridges 
and mountains, snowplows must 
take on a variety of road condi-

Department of Highways, Emergency Department of Highways, Emergency 
Services Overcome Challenges During Services Overcome Challenges During 

Extreme Cold and Snow EventsExtreme Cold and Snow Events

Grant County Bank Grant County Bank 
Welcomes Josh Evans Welcomes Josh Evans 
as Consumer Lenderas Consumer Lender

By Stephen Smoot

A West Virginia Department of Highways plow truck works on A West Virginia Department of Highways plow truck works on 
North River Road in Hardy County in Feb 2021. North River Road in Hardy County in Feb 2021. 
Photo courtesy of WV DOHPhoto courtesy of WV DOH

tions over mostly difficult terrain.
In many areas, snow removal 

must continue well after the storm 
subsides because sustained winds 
drive heavy amounts of snow back 
onto the roadways.

“It’s necessary to have a good 
plan; it’s necessary to execute a 
good plan, and talk to each other,” 
explained Jimmy Wriston P.E. who 
serves as West Virginia Secretary 
of Transportation.

He described the work of SRIC, 
snow removal and ice control, as 
“not a productivity activity. It’s a 
deliberate activity that has to be 
done slowly, methodically, and 
safely.” With many counties un-
derstaffed and drivers continually 
working, their safety remains par-
amount as “crews are continuing 
to work around the clock.”

Approximately 1,000 snow-
plows can be at the State’s dispos

continued on page 4continued on page 4

By Steve Pendleton

Board of Education Board of Education 
Readies Buses For UseReadies Buses For Use

On Monday, January 6, 2024, On Monday, January 6, 2024, 
the Hardy County Board of Edu-the Hardy County Board of Edu-
cation met in an abbreviated ses-cation met in an abbreviated ses-
sion due to the severe weather. sion due to the severe weather. 
Present were Dixie Bean, Presi-Present were Dixie Bean, Presi-
dent; Melvin Shook, Vice-pres-dent; Melvin Shook, Vice-pres-
ident (audio); board members ident (audio); board members 
Roy Harper (audio), Douglas Roy Harper (audio), Douglas 
Hines, and Janet Rose (audio); Hines, and Janet Rose (audio); 
Dr. Sheena VanMeter, Superin-Dr. Sheena VanMeter, Superin-
tendent; and Josh See, Director tendent; and Josh See, Director 
Transportation and Maintenance Transportation and Maintenance 
(audio).(audio).

Josh See reported that the Josh See reported that the 
water leak at East Hardy High water leak at East Hardy High 
School was determined to be in School was determined to be in 
a line going down to the field-a line going down to the field-
house. Although the exact spot house. Although the exact spot 
of the leak has not been located, of the leak has not been located, 
the valve was shut off stopping the valve was shut off stopping 
the flow and the meter now reg-the flow and the meter now reg-
isters zero. The arrival of the isters zero. The arrival of the 
electric bus is on hold for now. electric bus is on hold for now. 
See’s contact at Green Power See’s contact at Green Power 
Motors, Steve Ellis, has left the Motors, Steve Ellis, has left the 
company. He will contact Ellis company. He will contact Ellis 
to find who was named as his to find who was named as his 
replacement and reach out to replacement and reach out to 

that person. The two new diesel that person. The two new diesel 
buses were delivered. However, buses were delivered. However, 
the State Transportation direc-the State Transportation direc-
tor has a new policy requiring tor has a new policy requiring 
all buses to be inspected once all buses to be inspected once 
they are road worthy. To date, they are road worthy. To date, 
two-way radios have been in-two-way radios have been in-
stalled, designated numbers stalled, designated numbers 
were attached to the buses and were attached to the buses and 
motor vehicle tags added. See motor vehicle tags added. See 
will make arrangements for the will make arrangements for the 
inspection as soon as possible. inspection as soon as possible. 
An electric arc was flashing in An electric arc was flashing in 
room 310 when the lights were room 310 when the lights were 
turned on. The switch has been turned on. The switch has been 
replaced.replaced.

Consent ItemsConsent Items
The board approved minutes The board approved minutes 

from the December 16th regular from the December 16th regular 
meeting.meeting.

Unfinished BusinessUnfinished Business
NoneNone

New BusinessNew Business
The Board unanimously ap-The Board unanimously ap-

proved School Building Author-proved School Building Author-
ity of West Virginia Grant Con-ity of West Virginia Grant Con-
tract with Hardy County.tract with Hardy County.

Board Member/Superinten-Board Member/Superinten-
dent Discussiondent Discussion

Janet Rose commended the Janet Rose commended the 

Hardy County Sheriff’s Depart-Hardy County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for recently citing two ment for recently citing two 
drivers for failure to remain be-drivers for failure to remain be-
hind a bus as students were exit-hind a bus as students were exit-
ing during a stop.ing during a stop.

AnnouncementsAnnouncements
The next Board of Education The next Board of Education 

meeting will be held on Tues-meeting will be held on Tues-
day, January 21, 2025 at the day, January 21, 2025 at the 
central office. The meeting was central office. The meeting was 
moved as Martin Luther King, moved as Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day falls on Monday of that Jr. Day falls on Monday of that 
week. Condolences were offered week. Condolences were offered 
to employees Lola Crider, Pam to employees Lola Crider, Pam 
Swick, David Mays, and David Swick, David Mays, and David 
Rudy for the loss of close family Rudy for the loss of close family 
members.members.

Executive SessionExecutive Session
The Board entered into ex-The Board entered into ex-

ecutive session at 5:11 p.m. The ecutive session at 5:11 p.m. The 
session was completed at 5:31 session was completed at 5:31 
p.m.p.m.

PersonnelPersonnel
A motion and second was A motion and second was 

made to approve the personnel made to approve the personnel 
recommendations of the Su-recommendations of the Su-
perintendent as presented. The perintendent as presented. The 
Board voted 5-0 to approve the Board voted 5-0 to approve the 
motion.motion.

County Commission
Commission to meet twice monthly, 

the second time in the evening
Meeting again at 5 p.m. Jan. 21
By Hannah Heishman

The Hardy County Commission 
met following a two-hour weath-
er delay on Jan. 7, 2025. A winter 
storm through Monday and freez-
ing temperatures Tuesday resulted 
in the Commission’s decision to 
push the meeting time back to en-
able more people to attend.

Newly appointed County Clerk 
Loretta Humbertson called the 
meeting to order, and they hit the 
ground in the new year ready to 
go. 

“We’re excited about moving 
forward, solving problems,” Com-
missioner Steven Schetrom said in 
the opening prayer.

Their first order of business was 
selecting and swearing in Schet-
rom as the new Commission pres-
ident.

Then Paul Lewis, Office of 
Emergency Management and 911 
Center director, updated Commis-

Governor Justice Awards Grant 
to Lost River Trails Coalition

We are proud to announce 
that West Virginia Governor 
Justice has awarded the Hardy 
County Commission, as spon-
sor for the Lost River Trails 
Coalition (LRTC), a 2024 
Transportation Alternatives 
Recreational Trails Program 
Grant (RTP)! The $250,000 
grant ($200,000 federal funds 
and $50,000 required match) 
will help fund construction 
of the second phase of the Jay 
Moglia Beginner & Intermedi-
ate Trail, the first purpose built, 
public mountain bike trail in 
Lost River State Park (LRSP) 
and in Hardy County, WV. 

Since its 2019 inception, 
LRTC has made steady prog-
ress towards its goal of cre-

ating a universally designed 
and sustainably built moun-
tain bike trail system in LRSP. 
These RTP grants allow LRTC 
to build upon the International 
Mountain Bicycling Association 
(IMBA) Trail Accelerator Grant 
(TAG) awarded in 2022. As part 
of the TAG grant, IMBA Trail 
Solutions representatives spent 
a week at LRSP evaluating the 
park and producing the 2023 
LRSP Concept Plan identifying 
potential mountain bike trails 
to be completed over multiple 
phases. The first phase includes 
the three-mile Jay Moglia Be-
ginner & Intermediate Trail 
which is designed to meet the 
needs of adaptive mountain 
bikes and become the gateway 

for the future mountain bike 
trail system in the park.  Con-
struction for Phase 1 will begin 
in the near future.  Phase 2 will 
add additional trails at various 
ability levels to continue the de-
velopment of the trail system. 
The Lost River State Park trail 
system will be unique to the 
area and an outdoor recreation 
asset for the community and 
visitors alike.   

The Coalition continues to 
work towards creating, main-
taining, and supporting new 
and existing trails for use by 
its community and visitors in 
Hardy County. The work of the 
LRTC is accomplished by a mo-
tivated and growing group 

continued on page 5
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This Week in WV History

E d i t o r i a l

Letters to the Editor

Thank a 
Firefighter Today

By Stephen Smoot

BY  DAVID O. HEISHMAN

Unbased RevisitedUnbased Revisited

Seventy years old. Retired, I Seventy years old. Retired, I 
think. I’m not sure what retired think. I’m not sure what retired 
means, but I’m drawing Social means, but I’m drawing Social 
Security. Still working here, there Security. Still working here, there 
and wherever. I get paid for some and wherever. I get paid for some 
of it, but most of it I don’t. Get of it, but most of it I don’t. Get 
about same amount of money about same amount of money 
from Social Security that I get from Social Security that I get 
from work. from work. 

So, here I am in Golden Years. So, here I am in Golden Years. 
Worn out from busy work. Sun-Worn out from busy work. Sun-
day morning and I’m tired. Look-day morning and I’m tired. Look-
ing for time to just sit and enjoy. ing for time to just sit and enjoy. 
Watch nature, listen to the creek, Watch nature, listen to the creek, 
hear the wood fire crackle, snooze hear the wood fire crackle, snooze 
a little. a little. 

But when I actually try those But when I actually try those 
leisure pursuits, enjoyment fades leisure pursuits, enjoyment fades 
fast. Guilt. So much to be done. fast. Guilt. So much to be done. 
So much to do that nobody else So much to do that nobody else 

is going to do, if I don’t. So much is going to do, if I don’t. So much 
that may not need doing in the that may not need doing in the 
first place, but in my mind it’s es-first place, but in my mind it’s es-
sential. sential. 

Time management, priorities, Time management, priorities, 
efficiency. Continuous fight to efficiency. Continuous fight to 
pack as much as possible into as pack as much as possible into as 
little time as possible so that I’ll little time as possible so that I’ll 
have more leisure. But then I find have more leisure. But then I find 
more things I should be doing to more things I should be doing to 
fill in that leisure time I’ve made. fill in that leisure time I’ve made. 
Things to clean and fix and repair. Things to clean and fix and repair. 
Wood to cut, gather and split, pot Wood to cut, gather and split, pot 
holes to fill garden to plow, plant, holes to fill garden to plow, plant, 
hoe and pick. Weeds to cut, pull hoe and pick. Weeds to cut, pull 
and spray, fences to repair, small and spray, fences to repair, small 
shop projects to complete. On shop projects to complete. On 
and on and on. and on and on. 

How do I train myself to slow How do I train myself to slow 
up, maybe stop? Is there profes-up, maybe stop? Is there profes-

sional therapy for such? How do I sional therapy for such? How do I 
shut down my drive to get things shut down my drive to get things 
done?done?

Maybe purpose of physical Maybe purpose of physical 
aches, pains and infirmities in lat-aches, pains and infirmities in lat-
er life is to make me slow down. er life is to make me slow down. 
Maybe their purpose is to remind Maybe their purpose is to remind 
me I’m losing abilities of youth. me I’m losing abilities of youth. 
Maybe they’re suggesting I quit, Maybe they’re suggesting I quit, 
get out of the way of younger get out of the way of younger 
folks who have fresh interpreta-folks who have fresh interpreta-
tions of necessities and different tions of necessities and different 
priorities in meeting them. Per-priorities in meeting them. Per-
haps many things I insist upon haps many things I insist upon 
doing now are no longer relevant doing now are no longer relevant 
to modern life’s demands. to modern life’s demands. 

Am I becoming irrelevant? If Am I becoming irrelevant? If 
I’m irrelevant to society, it means I’m irrelevant to society, it means 
I’m not needed anymore. Irrel-I’m not needed anymore. Irrel-
evance is scary. evance is scary. 

I’ve had visions of sitting on I’ve had visions of sitting on 
general store porches or around general store porches or around 
their potbellied stoves, part of a their potbellied stoves, part of a 
group of like souls, whiling away group of like souls, whiling away 
retirement comparing notes on retirement comparing notes on 
lives mostly used up. Verbal Un-lives mostly used up. Verbal Un-
based Opinions, life stories and based Opinions, life stories and 
fun memories first hand. With fun memories first hand. With 
store porches, potbellies and store porches, potbellies and 
rocking chairs in short supply rocking chairs in short supply 
these days I’ve had to make do these days I’ve had to make do 
without. without. 

I got a digital voice recorder the I got a digital voice recorder the 
other day to talk to about memo-other day to talk to about memo-
ries and collected knowledge, but ries and collected knowledge, but 
the telling is strained. Recorders the telling is strained. Recorders 
just sit dumb, no give and take, just sit dumb, no give and take, 
no questions and prompts. With-no questions and prompts. With-
out somebody expressing inter-out somebody expressing inter-
est in my discourse, I soon wind est in my discourse, I soon wind 

down and snooze. down and snooze. 
Maybe a solution. I’ve tried Maybe a solution. I’ve tried 

talking to things. Things I’ve col-talking to things. Things I’ve col-
lected over a lifetime. I talk to the lected over a lifetime. I talk to the 
things and the people connected things and the people connected 
with them. with them. 

First test was a ball in a box. First test was a ball in a box. 
It rests atop a bookcase in Big It rests atop a bookcase in Big 
House’s dining room. I whittle House’s dining room. I whittle 
from a solid block of yellow pop-from a solid block of yellow pop-
lar while a student in land sur-lar while a student in land sur-
veying at Glenville State College veying at Glenville State College 
over four years ago. By the time I over four years ago. By the time I 
finish describing my knife work, finish describing my knife work, 
calloused and cut fingers, I had a calloused and cut fingers, I had a 
whole heap of memories lined up whole heap of memories lined up 
behind it. behind it. 

I talked to my long deceased I talked to my long deceased 
Grandmother to whom I’d give it Grandmother to whom I’d give it 
for her birthday. I talked to absent for her birthday. I talked to absent 

sister who had recognize my work sister who had recognize my work 
and rescued it from out of trash and rescued it from out of trash 
where it was pitched while clean-where it was pitched while clean-
ing out Grandmother’s house. ing out Grandmother’s house. 

From ball in a box, I moved to From ball in a box, I moved to 
my old favorite smoking resting my old favorite smoking resting 
atop same bookcase. I used some-atop same bookcase. I used some-
where around 1980 still remem-where around 1980 still remem-
ber the comforting and smell of a ber the comforting and smell of a 
warm pipe and simple mechanical warm pipe and simple mechanical 
chores of cleaning, packing, light-chores of cleaning, packing, light-
ing and content puffing. ing and content puffing. 

Somewhere in there I arrived Somewhere in there I arrived 
back where this column began. back where this column began. 
Realization that I was wasting Realization that I was wasting 
time talking to personal memen-time talking to personal memen-
tos to hard. The joy of reminisc-tos to hard. The joy of reminisc-
ing was lost in my quandary over ing was lost in my quandary over 
needful chore which came next on needful chore which came next on 
my list.my list.

Dear Editor,Dear Editor,
I believe that your December I believe that your December 

25 editorial, “The Road to Fixing 25 editorial, “The Road to Fixing 
PEIA Goes Not Through Charles-PEIA Goes Not Through Charles-
ton, But Washington,” mischar-ton, But Washington,” mischar-
acterizes the primary source of acterizes the primary source of 
the Public Employees Insurance the Public Employees Insurance 
Agency’s (PEIA) financial strug-Agency’s (PEIA) financial strug-
gles and unfairly suggests that the gles and unfairly suggests that the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) has Affordable Care Act (ACA) has 
made healthcare inflation worse. made healthcare inflation worse. 
While inflation has played a role While inflation has played a role 
in increasing the reimbursements in increasing the reimbursements 
that PEIA must pay to medi-that PEIA must pay to medi-

cal providers, the real issue lies cal providers, the real issue lies 
in West Virginia’s decade of flat in West Virginia’s decade of flat 
budgets, which have left the PEIA budgets, which have left the PEIA 
unable to cope with even the unable to cope with even the 
smallest of cost increases.smallest of cost increases.

Healthcare inflation has un-Healthcare inflation has un-
doubtedly strained public insur-doubtedly strained public insur-
ance programs like PEIA, but the ance programs like PEIA, but the 
ACA has helped mitigate this ACA has helped mitigate this 
problem rather than exacerbating problem rather than exacerbating 
it. As discussed by a report from it. As discussed by a report from 
the Brookings Institute, prior to the Brookings Institute, prior to 
the passage of the ACA in 2010, the passage of the ACA in 2010, 
healthcare costs rose by an alarm-healthcare costs rose by an alarm-

ing 69% in just five years. Since ing 69% in just five years. Since 
then, growth in healthcare costs then, growth in healthcare costs 
has slowed significantly, with in-has slowed significantly, with in-
creases of 27% from 2010-2015, creases of 27% from 2010-2015, 
22% from 2015-2020, and just 22% from 2015-2020, and just 
11% from 2020-2023. These 11% from 2020-2023. These 
trends show that the ACA has trends show that the ACA has 
successfully bent the healthcare successfully bent the healthcare 
cost curve downward, providing cost curve downward, providing 
relief compared to the runaway relief compared to the runaway 
inflation of the past. Calls to re-inflation of the past. Calls to re-
peal the ACA, as the editorial peal the ACA, as the editorial 
suggests, disregard this progress suggests, disregard this progress 
and fail to propose a viable alter-and fail to propose a viable alter-

native. Without a clear replace-native. Without a clear replace-
ment that builds on the ACA’s ment that builds on the ACA’s 
achievements, repeal would likely achievements, repeal would likely 
destabilize the system and wors-destabilize the system and wors-
en affordability issues.en affordability issues.

Even with healthcare infla-Even with healthcare infla-
tion under better control, PEIA’s tion under better control, PEIA’s 
funding crisis is rooted in state-funding crisis is rooted in state-
level budget decisions. A decade level budget decisions. A decade 
of flat funding, combined with of flat funding, combined with 
reduced revenue from multiple reduced revenue from multiple 
tax cuts, has eroded PEIA’s abil-tax cuts, has eroded PEIA’s abil-
ity to absorb costs, no matter ity to absorb costs, no matter 
how moderate. Unlike neighbor-how moderate. Unlike neighbor-

ing states, which have prioritized ing states, which have prioritized 
sustainable funding for public in-sustainable funding for public in-
surance programs, West Virginia surance programs, West Virginia 
has left PEIA underfunded. Public has left PEIA underfunded. Public 
employees—including teachers, employees—including teachers, 
who are the lowest-paid in the who are the lowest-paid in the 
nation—accepted lower salaries nation—accepted lower salaries 
in exchange for the promise of in exchange for the promise of 
low cost, quality health coverage. low cost, quality health coverage. 
Breaking that promise because of Breaking that promise because of 
inadequate state funding is not inadequate state funding is not 
only unfair and unnecessary, it only unfair and unnecessary, it 
will only further exacerbate WV’s will only further exacerbate WV’s 
inability to attract an adequate inability to attract an adequate 

number of teachers or to fill cur-number of teachers or to fill cur-
rent state job vacancies.rent state job vacancies.

Fixing PEIA requires state Fixing PEIA requires state 
leadership to address chronic un-leadership to address chronic un-
derfunding, not shifting blame derfunding, not shifting blame 
to Washington or the ACA. Real to Washington or the ACA. Real 
solutions must focus on fulfill-solutions must focus on fulfill-
ing the state’s obligations to its ing the state’s obligations to its 
public employees by finding a public employees by finding a 
sustainable, long-term funding sustainable, long-term funding 
solution.solution.

Sincerely, John Rosato (Lost Sincerely, John Rosato (Lost 
City)City)

Dear EditorDear Editor
I’m old, older than Donald John I’m old, older than Donald John 

Trump. I have some questions I’d Trump. I have some questions I’d 
like to know before I pass, pass like to know before I pass, pass 

out, pass gas, you know what I’m out, pass gas, you know what I’m 
talkin’ about, man.talkin’ about, man.

Who’s Donald Trump’s daddy, Who’s Donald Trump’s daddy, 
Elon. Do we really not have to Elon. Do we really not have to 

vote anymore after this last elec-vote anymore after this last elec-
tion.tion.

(Two paragraphs omitted be-(Two paragraphs omitted be-
cause they violate Moorefield Ex-cause they violate Moorefield Ex-

aminer content guidelines)aminer content guidelines)
You know what an outhouse You know what an outhouse 

is? A feller I know, a Republican is? A feller I know, a Republican 
member thinks if you voted for member thinks if you voted for 

“HE’S BACK” your crazier than “HE’S BACK” your crazier than 
an outhouse ratan outhouse rat

Ronald “Mutt” GodloveRonald “Mutt” Godlove
BakerBaker

P.S. All the nuts are not in the P.S. All the nuts are not in the 
woods.woods.

Charleston WV – The following Charleston WV – The following 
events happened on these dates events happened on these dates 
in West Virginia history. To read in West Virginia history. To read 
more, go to e-WV: The West Vir-more, go to e-WV: The West Vir-
ginia Encyclopedia at www.wven-ginia Encyclopedia at www.wven-
cyclopedia.org.cyclopedia.org.

Jan. 16, 1850:Jan. 16, 1850: Lawman Dan  Lawman Dan 
Cunningham was born in Jackson Cunningham was born in Jackson 
County. His remarkable career County. His remarkable career 
involved him in the Hatfield-involved him in the Hatfield-
McCoy Feud, the West Virginia McCoy Feud, the West Virginia 

Mine Wars, and the destruction Mine Wars, and the destruction 
of moonshine stills.of moonshine stills.

Jan. 16, 1869:Jan. 16, 1869: Ephraim Frank- Ephraim Frank-
lin Morgan was born in Marion lin Morgan was born in Marion 
County. Morgan, a Republican, County. Morgan, a Republican, 
was governor during the tumul-was governor during the tumul-
tuous West Virginia Mine Wars. tuous West Virginia Mine Wars. 

Jan. 17, 1918:Jan. 17, 1918: The War De- The War De-
partment hired a New York engi-partment hired a New York engi-
neering firm to build the DuPont neering firm to build the DuPont 
munitions plant in Nitro. Within munitions plant in Nitro. Within 
11 months, the powder plant and 11 months, the powder plant and 

“The flame consume my “The flame consume my 
dwelling placedwelling place

And when I could no lon-And when I could no lon-
ger lookger look

I blest His name that gave I blest His name that gave 
and took”and took”

Anne BradstreetAnne Bradstreet

As the residents in the As the residents in the 
South Branch watershed South Branch watershed 
hunker down in the bit-hunker down in the bit-
ter cold and snow, fellow ter cold and snow, fellow 
citizens in Los Angeles and citizens in Los Angeles and 
surrounding areas fear the surrounding areas fear the 
continual raging of fires re-continual raging of fires re-
lentlessly consuming large lentlessly consuming large 
districts in the city.districts in the city.

Last year, this area faced Last year, this area faced 
the same grim potential the same grim potential 
scenario.scenario.

From Cherry Grove to From Cherry Grove to 
Ridgeley, from Capon Ridgeley, from Capon 
Bridge to Mount Storm, Bridge to Mount Storm, 
and everywhere in between, and everywhere in between, 
residents of the Potomac residents of the Potomac 
Highlands in one stretch Highlands in one stretch 
over the summer faced the over the summer faced the 
same sustained, but ab-same sustained, but ab-
normally high winds, more normally high winds, more 
severe drought conditions, severe drought conditions, 
and much higher tempera-and much higher tempera-
tures.tures.

On the first day, Pendle-On the first day, Pendle-
ton County saw four fires ton County saw four fires 
start in widely separated start in widely separated 
areas in the space of an areas in the space of an 

hour. As the day wore on, hour. As the day wore on, 
fires sparked in all of the re-fires sparked in all of the re-
gion’s counties, spreading gion’s counties, spreading 
quickly with the wind and quickly with the wind and 
tinder-dry conditions. tinder-dry conditions. 

Many of these fires start-Many of these fires start-
ed in areas almost com-ed in areas almost com-
pletely inaccessible to con-pletely inaccessible to con-
ventional vehicles.ventional vehicles.

Each county saw its vol-Each county saw its vol-
unteer and professional fire unteer and professional fire 
fighting and other first re-fighting and other first re-
sponse units quickly spark sponse units quickly spark 
into action. Volunteers left into action. Volunteers left 
day jobs and families be-day jobs and families be-
hind to aggressively attack hind to aggressively attack 
the blazes before they could the blazes before they could 
threaten life and property.threaten life and property.

Sheriffs’ deputies, State Sheriffs’ deputies, State 
Troopers, ambulance and Troopers, ambulance and 
rescue crews all worked to rescue crews all worked to 
back up the fire contain-back up the fire contain-
ment effort, joined even-ment effort, joined even-
tually by National Guard tually by National Guard 
and United States Forest and United States Forest 
Service personnel. County Service personnel. County 
emergency management of-emergency management of-
ficials coordinated efforts ficials coordinated efforts 
with the State and each with the State and each 
other. Telecommunicators other. Telecommunicators 
with 911 remained at their with 911 remained at their 
posts to help in coordina-posts to help in coordina-
tion while fielding calls for tion while fielding calls for 
unrelated emergencies.unrelated emergencies.

The danger of losing con-The danger of losing con-
trol remained all too close. trol remained all too close. 

Weary crews stayed in the Weary crews stayed in the 
battle, going through sev-battle, going through sev-
eral hour stretches with-eral hour stretches with-
out food and water. Hardy out food and water. Hardy 
County responded to sup-County responded to sup-
port the guardians and port the guardians and 
heroes protecting life and heroes protecting life and 
property. Citizens loaded property. Citizens loaded 
pickup trucks and all-ter-pickup trucks and all-ter-
rain vehicles with cases rain vehicles with cases 
of water and food to take of water and food to take 
wherever needed.wherever needed.

Fire fighting units go Fire fighting units go 
through an intricate dance through an intricate dance 
when responding to ma-when responding to ma-
jor and developing wildfire jor and developing wildfire 
events. On site command-events. On site command-
ers must keep track of all ers must keep track of all 
danger spots and resources, danger spots and resources, 
moving men and equip-moving men and equip-
ment where needed - then ment where needed - then 
back again if a previously back again if a previously 
extinguished spot flares up. extinguished spot flares up. 
There is no set plan at this There is no set plan at this 
point, just the experience point, just the experience 
and good sense of those in and good sense of those in 
charge of the scene, apply-charge of the scene, apply-
ing what they have learned ing what they have learned 

and sometimes what gut in-and sometimes what gut in-
stinct tells them.stinct tells them.

And, unlike major met-And, unlike major met-
ropolitan areas shown on ropolitan areas shown on 
television, in this area, time television, in this area, time 
has taken its toll. The aver-has taken its toll. The aver-
age volunteer first respond-age volunteer first respond-
er has reached his or her er has reached his or her 
middle age. Equipment has middle age. Equipment has 
grown prohibitively expen-grown prohibitively expen-
sive to replace so, barring sive to replace so, barring 
grant assistance, mainte-grant assistance, mainte-
nance of what each depart-nance of what each depart-
ment has remains a priority.ment has remains a priority.

Seneca Rocks Volunteer Seneca Rocks Volunteer 
Fire Department, for exam-Fire Department, for exam-
ple, had an apparatus de-ple, had an apparatus de-
ployed in the wildfires that ployed in the wildfires that 
dates back to the Nixon Ad-dates back to the Nixon Ad-
ministration. ministration. 

Crews in some parts of Crews in some parts of 
Pendleton County also Pendleton County also 
faced communications faced communications 
challenges posed by Na-challenges posed by Na-
tional Radio Quiet Zone re-tional Radio Quiet Zone re-
strictions.strictions.

When it comes to pro-When it comes to pro-
tecting entire communities tecting entire communities 

from disaster, only deeds from disaster, only deeds 
matter. That includes not matter. That includes not 
only the efforts made to only the efforts made to 
contain and kill the fire, contain and kill the fire, 
but also prevention. Local but also prevention. Local 
Emergency Planning Com-Emergency Planning Com-
mittee meetings, regular mittee meetings, regular 
trainings, the Firewise pro-trainings, the Firewise pro-
gram to protect residential gram to protect residential 
and commercial property, and commercial property, 
and much more go into not and much more go into not 
just fighting, but prevent-just fighting, but prevent-
ing and/or limiting wildfire ing and/or limiting wildfire 
blazes. Forest management blazes. Forest management 
programs also help to limit programs also help to limit 
the amount of ready re-the amount of ready re-
sources that fires crave to sources that fires crave to 
survive and thrive, cutting survive and thrive, cutting 
off what they need to fuel off what they need to fuel 
their appetite for destruc-their appetite for destruc-
tiontion

The system works so The system works so 
seamlessly most of the time seamlessly most of the time 
that it’s easy for those out-that it’s easy for those out-
side of that world to under-side of that world to under-
stand all that goes into fire stand all that goes into fire 
protection and response. protection and response. 

With their backs against With their backs against 
the wall, with no reserves the wall, with no reserves 
of personnel left, but with of personnel left, but with 
dedication and purpose, dedication and purpose, 
last summer their collective last summer their collective 
doughty spirit manned the doughty spirit manned the 
ramparts, took all the en-ramparts, took all the en-
emy could throw at them - emy could throw at them - 

and in the end, their skill, and in the end, their skill, 
experience, dedication, and experience, dedication, and 
pure grit prevailed.pure grit prevailed.

None of this is meant to None of this is meant to 
disparage those courageous disparage those courageous 
firefighters and other first firefighters and other first 
responders forced to retreat responders forced to retreat 
from the fires in Southern from the fires in Southern 
California. They lack water. California. They lack water. 
They lack some of the vital They lack some of the vital 
equipment taken for grant-equipment taken for grant-
ed in this area. They have ed in this area. They have 
seen residents not help seen residents not help 
them, but actually start them, but actually start 
new fires. They withstood new fires. They withstood 
steep budget cuts at the steep budget cuts at the 
same time in which West same time in which West 
Virginia worked to provide Virginia worked to provide 
more aid to strapped local more aid to strapped local 
entities. Yet they face the entities. Yet they face the 
same dangers, the same same dangers, the same 
exhaustion, and have the exhaustion, and have the 
same dedication to get the same dedication to get the 
job done. job done. 

All here, in light of the All here, in light of the 
developing disaster in Los developing disaster in Los 
Angeles, should remain Angeles, should remain 
mindful of what it takes to mindful of what it takes to 
defeat a major wildfire and defeat a major wildfire and 
what many in the commu-what many in the commu-
nity had to do to protect all nity had to do to protect all 
else.else.

And what it will take to And what it will take to 
continue these efforts go-continue these efforts go-
ing forward.ing forward.

a complete town with houses, a a complete town with houses, a 
civic center and a hospital were civic center and a hospital were 
completed.completed.

Jan. 17, 1956:Jan. 17, 1956: Musician Blind  Musician Blind 
Alfred Reed died. He was a street Alfred Reed died. He was a street 
singer, fiddler and songwriter singer, fiddler and songwriter 
from Pipestem, Summers County, from Pipestem, Summers County, 
and is a member of the West Vir-and is a member of the West Vir-
ginia Music Hall of Fame. ginia Music Hall of Fame. 

Jan. 18, 1842:Jan. 18, 1842: Wayne County  Wayne County 
was established from part of Ca-was established from part of Ca-
bell County. It was named for bell County. It was named for 
General “Mad Anthony” Wayne, a General “Mad Anthony” Wayne, a 
Revolutionary War hero who later Revolutionary War hero who later 
defeated Ohio Indian tribes at the defeated Ohio Indian tribes at the 
1794 Battle of Fallen Timbers.1794 Battle of Fallen Timbers.

Jan. 19, 1818Jan. 19, 1818: The Virginia : The Virginia 
General Assembly established General Assembly established 
Preston County from part of Preston County from part of 
Monongalia County. The new Monongalia County. The new 
county was named for James Pat-county was named for James Pat-
ton Preston, then governor of Vir-ton Preston, then governor of Vir-
ginia.ginia.

Jan. 19, 1820:Jan. 19, 1820: Fairmont was  Fairmont was 
established by the Virginia legis-established by the Virginia legis-
lature on the farm of Boaz Flem-lature on the farm of Boaz Flem-
ing. The original name of Middle-ing. The original name of Middle-
town was changed to Fairmont in town was changed to Fairmont in 
1843.1843.

Jan. 19, 1844:Jan. 19, 1844: The Virginia  The Virginia 

General Assembly established General Assembly established 
Taylor County from parts of Bar-Taylor County from parts of Bar-
bour, Harrison and Marion coun-bour, Harrison and Marion coun-
ties. The county was named in ties. The county was named in 
honor of U.S. Sen. John Taylor, a honor of U.S. Sen. John Taylor, a 
soldier-statesman from Caroline soldier-statesman from Caroline 
County, Virginia.County, Virginia.

Jan. 19, 1848:Jan. 19, 1848: Wirt County  Wirt County 
was created by the General As-was created by the General As-
sembly of Virginia from portions sembly of Virginia from portions 
of Wood and Jackson counties. It of Wood and Jackson counties. It 
was named for William Wirt, Vir-was named for William Wirt, Vir-
ginia statesman and a presidential ginia statesman and a presidential 
candidate in 1832.candidate in 1832.

Jan. 19, 1894:Jan. 19, 1894: Railroad worker  Railroad worker 
John Hardy was hanged for kill-John Hardy was hanged for kill-
ing a man in a drunken gambling ing a man in a drunken gambling 
dispute. The episode inspired dispute. The episode inspired 
the widely popular ballad “John the widely popular ballad “John 
Hardy.”Hardy.”

Jan. 20-21, 1824: Jan. 20-21, 1824: West Virgin-West Virgin-
ia’s most famous soldier, Thomas ia’s most famous soldier, Thomas 
Jonathan Jackson, was born near Jonathan Jackson, was born near 
midnight in Clarksburg. When midnight in Clarksburg. When 
Virginia left the Union in 1861, Virginia left the Union in 1861, 
Jackson went with his native Jackson went with his native 
state. He commanded the stra-state. He commanded the stra-
tegically important post at Harp-tegically important post at Harp-
ers Ferry until being appointed a ers Ferry until being appointed a 
brigadier general of infantry. In brigadier general of infantry. In 

the opening battle at Manassas on the opening battle at Manassas on 
July 21, 1861, he won the name July 21, 1861, he won the name 
“Stonewall” for steadfastness at a “Stonewall” for steadfastness at a 
critical point in the engagement.critical point in the engagement.

Jan. 19-20, 1978:Jan. 19-20, 1978: An overnight  An overnight 
snowstorm paralyzed Charleston. snowstorm paralyzed Charleston. 
Unusual in that more snow fell Unusual in that more snow fell 
in the capital city than in Ran-in the capital city than in Ran-
dolph County, total snow depth dolph County, total snow depth 
in Charleston averaged 24 inches, in Charleston averaged 24 inches, 
the deepest on record for the city. the deepest on record for the city. 
January 1978 became the snowi-January 1978 became the snowi-
est month for both Huntington est month for both Huntington 
and Charleston, and extended and Charleston, and extended 
cold kept the snow cover on the cold kept the snow cover on the 
ground into March, the longest ground into March, the longest 
known continuous snow cover for known continuous snow cover for 
most towns in West Virginia.most towns in West Virginia.

Jan. 21, 1906:Jan. 21, 1906: The first pas- The first pas-
senger train ran from Elkins to senger train ran from Elkins to 
Charleston following completion Charleston following completion 
of the Coal & Coke Railway. The of the Coal & Coke Railway. The 
new railroad, a project of former new railroad, a project of former 
senator Henry Gassaway Davis, senator Henry Gassaway Davis, 
provided a much-needed north-provided a much-needed north-
south route through the heart of south route through the heart of 
West Virginia.West Virginia.

Jan. 22, 1927:Jan. 22, 1927: Confederate  Confederate 
General John McCausland died. General John McCausland died. 
After the fall of the Confederacy, After the fall of the Confederacy, 

McCausland fled the country. He McCausland fled the country. He 
returned in 1867 and spent the returned in 1867 and spent the 
remainder of his life on his large remainder of his life on his large 
farm in Mason County. farm in Mason County. 

e-WV: The West Virginia Ency-e-WV: The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia is a project of the West clopedia is a project of the West 
Virginia Humanities Council.  Virginia Humanities Council.  
For more information contact For more information contact 
the West Virginia Humanities the West Virginia Humanities 
Council, 1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., Council, 1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., 
Charleston, WV 25301; (304) Charleston, WV 25301; (304) 
346-8500; or visit e-WV at www.346-8500; or visit e-WV at www.
wvencyclopedia.org. wvencyclopedia.org. 
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Does your cat or dog need 
spay or neutering?  Spay To-
day is our area’s non-profit, re-
duced-price spay and neutering 
program  (Office:  Charles Town, 
WV)  CHOOSE from MANY 
vets over a WIDE area!  At the 
time of surgery, initial shots and 
tests can be obtained at lower 
costs.  Contact:  https://spay-
today.org or call 304.728.8330.

Thank you for helping get this 
great non-profit off to a great 
start for the New Year!

Fran Barker 
Volunteer for Spay today

Ph: 540.678.1588 Email:  qe-
fabark@gmail.com

The Region 8 Planning and 
Development Council will not 
meet during the month of Janu-
ary 2025.  Thank you.

Food School will take place 
on Feb 3 at 6 PM at the Hardy 
County Health Department

The Region 8 Planning and 
Development Council will not 
meet during the month of Janu-
ary 2025. 

Carla Dent

Region 8 Planning and Develop-
ment Council
131 Providence Lane
Petersburg, WV 26847
Phone: 304-257-1221 ext. 9241
Fax: 304-257-4958

Charleston, West Virginia – 
All hay area harvested in 2024 
totaled 607,000 acres, down 
3,000 acres from 2023. The aver-
age yield in 2024 was 1.52 tons 
per acre, down 0.20 ton per acre 
from 2023.

Production totaled 920,000 
tons, down 131,000 tons from 
2023. December On Farm Hay 
Stocks were 680,000 tons, down 
100,000 tons from 2023.

Alfalfa hay area harvested to-
taled 7,000 acres in 2024, down 
3,000 acres from 2023. Yields in 
2024 averaged 2.80 tons per acre, 
down 0.30 ton per acre from 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. 
Senator Shelley Moore Capito 
(R-W.Va.) today issued the fol-
lowing statement after the Sen-
ate adopted a resolution formal-
ly naming her Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works (EPW) 
for the 119th Congress.

 “It is an honor to serve as 
Chairman of the EPW Commit-
tee, and I am deeply humbled 
by the trust my colleagues have 
placed in me to lead the Com-
mittee. EPW was among my 
first committee assignments 

when I was sworn into the 
U.S. Senate in 2015, and serv-
ing as Ranking Member for the 
past four years has provided me 
great experience with the is-
sues within our jurisdiction and 
how to achieve bipartisan solu-
tions. I am dedicated to getting 
things done and delivering for 
the American people.

 “The EPW Committee also 
welcomes a new Ranking Mem-
ber in Senator Sheldon White-
house this Congress, and sev-
eral new members including 
Senators John Curtis and Jerry 

Moran on the Republican side, 
and Senators Adam Schiff, Lisa 
Blunt Rochester, and Angela Al-
sobrooks on the Democrat side. 
I look forward to working with 
Ranking Member Whitehouse 
and all of the Committee mem-
bers to continue our bipartisan 
tradition of reaching common-
sense solutions.

 “As the Chairman of the EPW 
Committee, I am committed to 
advancing policies that unlock 
all forms of American energy, 
and improve the permitting 
process of infrastructure proj-

ects of all types while protect-
ing our environment and the 
health of our constituents. I will 
work with our members to pass 
a long-term surface transporta-
tion reauthorization bill that 
improves our nation’s roads 
and bridges, as well as water re-
source development legislation 
that invests in our communi-
ties and the infrastructure that 
protects them. I will prioritize 
legislation that provides the re-
sources our communities need 
to upgrade drinking water in-
frastructure and address legacy 

PFAS contamination. Impor-
tantly, I am also committed to 
working with President Trump 
and his administration to swift-
ly confirm high quality nomi-
nees and deliver on our shared 
goals.

 “I am confident in the EPW 
Committee’s ability to work 
together in the upcoming Con-
gress, continuing to be one of 
the most productive commit-
tees in the U.S. Senate. Let’s get 
to work.”

 EPW Committee members 
in the 119th Congress include 

Ranking Member Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-R.I.), Senators 
Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.), Bernie 
Sanders (I-Vt.), Cynthia Lum-
mis (R-Wyo.), Jeff Merkley (D-
Ore.), John Curtis (R-Utah), 
Ed Markey (D-Mass.), Lindsey 
Graham (R-S.C.), Mark Kelly 
(D-Ariz.), Dan Sullivan (R-
Alaska), Alex Padilla (D-Calif.), 
Pete Ricketts (R-Neb.), Adam 
Schiff (D-Calif.), Roger Wicker 
(R-Miss.), Lisa Blunt Roches-
ter (D-Del.), John Boozman (R-
Ark.), Angela Alsobrooks (D-
Md.), and Jerry Moran (R-Kan.).

Michael L. Crites, a well-known 
Moorefield Community activist, 
has been named Executive Direc-
tor of the Hardy County Commit-
tee on Aging. He follows Phyllis 
Helmick, who is retiring after 50 
years as Executive Director.

Mike has served on numerous 
commissions and committees, as 
well as being a member of the lo-
cal business community. He was 
owner and manager of House of 
Flowers and is currently manager 

of Rebecca’s House of Flowers. 
He has been a real estate agent 
since 2005, currently working 
with Old Dominion Realty.

Mike is a graduate of Moore-
field High School, Potomac State 
College and West Virginia Uni-
versity. He is a life time mem-
ber of the Hardy County Histori-
cal Society. In 2013, Mike was 
nominated by the Society and he 
received a History Hero Award 
from the WV Department of Cul-

ture and History. Currently, he 
serves as Chairman of the Moore-
field Historic Landmark Commis-
sion and President of the Hardy 
County Public Library Board of 
Directors.

He is past member of the Har-
dy County Tour and Craft Asso-
ciation, past member and Presi-
dent of the Moorefield Jaycees 
and Friends of the Hardy County 
Public Library. Mike served as 
chairman and guided the major 

renovation of the Hardy County 
Public Library. That project was 
completed at a cost in excess of 
one million dollars.

Mike is a member of the Oak 
Grove United Methodist Church 
in Fisher, where he has held nu-
merous offices and currently as-
sists with the church’s food give 
away program.

His historical interest and re-
search of the town was utilized in 
2015 when he facilitated the pro-

duction of the WVPBS Road Trip 
to History documentary of the 
Town of Moorefield.

Mike stated he is “looking for-
ward to working with the Com-
mittee on Aging staff to create a 
strong partnership between the 
HCCOA and the community to 
better serve the senior popula-
tion.” He stated his priority will 
be reaching out to seniors and the 
public to create an expansion of 
services and programs.

USPS is reminding custom-
ers of the importance of keep-
ing walkways, sidewalks, and ar-
eas around mailboxes clear from 
snow and ice so letter carriers 
can provide safe and timely mail 
delivery.

Snow and patches of ice in front 
of mailboxes can make it difficult 
for letter carriers to safely deliver 
the mail. Residents maintaining 
a clear path to the mailbox — 
including steps, porches, walk-
ways, and street approach — will 
help letter carriers maintain con-

sistent delivery service. Custom-
ers receiving curbside delivery 
should also ensure clear access 
to their mailboxes for letter car-
riers who deliver from the street.

Postal employees make every 
reasonable effort to deliver mail 
in many difficult weather con-
ditions. With your help, we can 
keep our letter carriers, your 
neighbors, and your property 
safe. Thank you for protecting 
our letter carriers as we continue 
to bring packages and correspon-
dence to your door each day.

At the LibraryAt the Library
January 15, 2025January 15, 2025

Please mark you calenders for Please mark you calenders for 
February 1, 2025! A special pre-February 1, 2025! A special pre-
sentation to the Library by the sentation to the Library by the 
George Hott family. A compila-George Hott family. A compila-
tion of his athletic years as well tion of his athletic years as well 
as his contributions to Moore-as his contributions to Moore-
field High School. Come remi-field High School. Come remi-
nisce and visit. 10:00 am on Feb-nisce and visit. 10:00 am on Feb-
ruary 1. Light refreshments will ruary 1. Light refreshments will 
be served.be served.

Events: Crochet, Thursday’s at Events: Crochet, Thursday’s at 
1:00 pm Story Time – Wednes-1:00 pm Story Time – Wednes-
days at 10:00, every 1st Saturday days at 10:00, every 1st Saturday 
at 10:00at 10:00

REMINDER: We are currently REMINDER: We are currently 
collecting recipes from our local collecting recipes from our local 
folks for the publication of a Har-folks for the publication of a Har-
dy County Public Library Cook-dy County Public Library Cook-
book! Please put together your book! Please put together your 
favorite tried and true recipes to favorite tried and true recipes to 
share with others and drop them share with others and drop them 
off at the front desk.off at the front desk.

Memorials: Gift to the memo-Memorials: Gift to the memo-
rial fund in memory of Bernard rial fund in memory of Bernard 
Bean. Given by the Golden Girls Bean. Given by the Golden Girls 
(Annabelle, Cookie, Pattie, Phyl-(Annabelle, Cookie, Pattie, Phyl-
lis and Phyllis) New fiction:lis and Phyllis) New fiction:

An eye for an eye by Jeffrey Ar-An eye for an eye by Jeffrey Ar-
chercher

In one of the most luxurious In one of the most luxurious 
cities on earth, a billion-dollar cities on earth, a billion-dollar 

deal is about to go badly wrong. deal is about to go badly wrong. 
A lavish night out is about to end A lavish night out is about to end 
in murder. And the British gov-in murder. And the British gov-
ernment is about to be plunged ernment is about to be plunged 
into crisis. In the heart of the into crisis. In the heart of the 
British establishment, Lord Hart-British establishment, Lord Hart-
ley, the latest in a line of peers go-ley, the latest in a line of peers go-
ing back over two hundred years, ing back over two hundred years, 
lies dying. But his will triggers an lies dying. But his will triggers an 
inheritance with explosive conse-inheritance with explosive conse-
quence. Two deaths. Continents quence. Two deaths. Continents 
apart. No obvious connection. So apart. No obvious connection. So 
why are they both at the centre why are they both at the centre 
of a master criminal’s plot for re-of a master criminal’s plot for re-
venge? And can Scotland Yard’s venge? And can Scotland Yard’s 
elite squad uncover the truth be-elite squad uncover the truth be-
fore it’s too late? I’ll be waiting : fore it’s too late? I’ll be waiting : 
a novel by Kelley Armstronga novel by Kelley Armstrong

Nicola Laughton never ex-Nicola Laughton never ex-
pected to see adulthood, being pected to see adulthood, being 
diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis as diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis as 
a child. Then medical advances a child. Then medical advances 
let her live into her thirties and let her live into her thirties and 
she met Anton, who taught her she met Anton, who taught her 
to dream of a future...together. to dream of a future...together. 
Months after they married, An-Months after they married, An-
ton died in a horrible car crash, ton died in a horrible car crash, 
but lived long enough to utter but lived long enough to utter 
five words to her, “I’ll be waiting five words to her, “I’ll be waiting 
for you.” That final private mo-for you.” That final private mo-
ment became public when some-ment became public when some-
one from the crash scene took one from the crash scene took 
it to the press-the terminally ill it to the press-the terminally ill 

woman holding her dying hus-woman holding her dying hus-
band as he promised to wait for band as he promised to wait for 
her on the other side. Worse, her on the other side. Worse, 
that person claimed it wasn’t An-that person claimed it wasn’t An-
ton who said the words but his ton who said the words but his 
ghost, hovering over his body. ghost, hovering over his body. 
Since their story went public, Since their story went public, 
Nicola has been hounded by Nicola has been hounded by 
spiritualists promising closure. spiritualists promising closure. 
In the hopes of stopping her In the hopes of stopping her 
downward spiral, friends and downward spiral, friends and 
family find a reputable medium-a family find a reputable medium-a 
professor of parapsychology. For professor of parapsychology. For 
the seance, they rent the Lake the seance, they rent the Lake 
Erie beach house that Anton’s Erie beach house that Anton’s 
family once owned. The medi-family once owned. The medi-
um barely has time to begin his um barely has time to begin his 
work before things start happen-work before things start happen-
ing. Locked doors mysteriously ing. Locked doors mysteriously 
open. Clouds of insects engulf open. Clouds of insects engulf 
the house. Nicola hears footsteps the house. Nicola hears footsteps 
and voices and the creak of an old and voices and the creak of an old 
dumbwaiter...in an empty shaft. dumbwaiter...in an empty shaft. 
Throughout it all she’s haunted Throughout it all she’s haunted 
by nightmares of her past. Be-by nightmares of her past. Be-
cause, unbeknownst to the oth-cause, unbeknownst to the oth-
ers, this isn’t her first time con-ers, this isn’t her first time con-
tacting the dead. And Nicola isn’t tacting the dead. And Nicola isn’t 
her real name. That’s when she her real name. That’s when she 
finds the first body.finds the first body.

Robert B. Parker’s Hot prop-Robert B. Parker’s Hot prop-
erty by Mike Lupicaerty by Mike Lupica

Spenser is waiting out the lat-Spenser is waiting out the lat-

est Boston snowstorm when he est Boston snowstorm when he 
gets word that Rita Fiore has gets word that Rita Fiore has 
been shot. Rita’s always been a been shot. Rita’s always been a 
tricky one: flirting with Spenser tricky one: flirting with Spenser 
for years, she’s an ever-present for years, she’s an ever-present 
figure that transcends friendship figure that transcends friendship 
in Spenser’s circle. But at the end in Spenser’s circle. But at the end 
of the day, Rita is family. And of the day, Rita is family. And 
family will always be protected. family will always be protected. 
Both a pit bull in the courtroom Both a pit bull in the courtroom 
and provocateur outside it, Rita and provocateur outside it, Rita 
is no stranger tois no stranger to

controversy. But as one of the controversy. But as one of the 
city’s toughest lawyers, Spenser city’s toughest lawyers, Spenser 
knows that there’s no short list knows that there’s no short list 
of suspects who might want to of suspects who might want to 
enact revenge. With Rita’s life enact revenge. With Rita’s life 
hanging in the balance, it’s up hanging in the balance, it’s up 
to him to get to the bottom of to him to get to the bottom of 
things, even if it means unearth-things, even if it means unearth-
ing some unsavory secrets that ing some unsavory secrets that 
might just lead him into an age-might just lead him into an age-
old game of lies and deceit.old game of lies and deceit.

The heart’s bidding by Kelly The heart’s bidding by Kelly 
IrvinIrvin

Amish auctioneer Toby Miller Amish auctioneer Toby Miller 
and special education teacher and special education teacher 
Rachelle Lapp love their jobs so Rachelle Lapp love their jobs so 
much, they’re in danger of miss-much, they’re in danger of miss-
ing out on marriage and children ing out on marriage and children 
of their own---until circumstanc-of their own---until circumstanc-
es force them to face uncertain es force them to face uncertain 
futures.futures.

New Non-fictionNew Non-fiction
Sweet tooth : 100 desserts to Sweet tooth : 100 desserts to 

save room for by Sarah Fennelsave room for by Sarah Fennel
In her first cookbook, Fennel In her first cookbook, Fennel 

offers 100 recipes for easy bakes offers 100 recipes for easy bakes 
that are suited to beginners and that are suited to beginners and 
pros alike, with tips and key in-pros alike, with tips and key in-
tel, including a baker’s pantry, a tel, including a baker’s pantry, a 
whole section devoted to never whole section devoted to never 
overbaking again, storage strate-overbaking again, storage strate-
gies, and pan prep.gies, and pan prep.

Facing suicide : understanding Facing suicide : understanding 
why people kill themselves and why people kill themselves and 
how we can stop them by James how we can stop them by James 
Barrat Profiling suicide survi-Barrat Profiling suicide survi-
vors, their families, and experts vors, their families, and experts 
in the field, Barrat assembles a in the field, Barrat assembles a 
fuller portrait of suicide, exam-fuller portrait of suicide, exam-
ining such risk factors as genet-ining such risk factors as genet-
ics, means, mental health, and ics, means, mental health, and 
history. He specifically looks at history. He specifically looks at 
the long-term affects of racial the long-term affects of racial 
trauma, bullying, financial stress, trauma, bullying, financial stress, 
and even reveals that the suicidal and even reveals that the suicidal 
brain has a characteristic signa-brain has a characteristic signa-
ture.ture.

American scary : a history of American scary : a history of 
horror, from Salem to Stephen horror, from Salem to Stephen 
King and beyond by Jeremy King and beyond by Jeremy 
DauberDauber

Dauber takes readers to the Dauber takes readers to the 
startling origins of the horror startling origins of the horror 
genre in the United States, from genre in the United States, from 

the lingering influence of the Eu-the lingering influence of the Eu-
ropean Gothic to the enslaved ropean Gothic to the enslaved 
insurrection tales and the apoc-insurrection tales and the apoc-
ryphal chronicles of colonial set-ryphal chronicles of colonial set-
tlers kidnapped by Native Ameri-tlers kidnapped by Native Ameri-
cans.cans.

Countdown 1960: The Behind-Countdown 1960: The Behind-
the-Scenes Story of the 312 Days the-Scenes Story of the 312 Days 
That Changed America’s Politics That Changed America’s Politics 
Forever by Chris Wallace It’s Jan-Forever by Chris Wallace It’s Jan-
uary 2, 1960: the day that Massa-uary 2, 1960: the day that Massa-
chusetts Senator John F. Kennedy chusetts Senator John F. Kennedy 
declared his candidacy; and with declared his candidacy; and with 
this opening scene, Chris Wallace this opening scene, Chris Wallace 
offers listeners a front-row seat offers listeners a front-row seat 
to history. From the challenge to history. From the challenge 
of primary battles in a nation of primary battles in a nation 
that had never elected a Catholic that had never elected a Catholic 
president, to the intense machi-president, to the intense machi-
nations of the national conven-nations of the national conven-
tions—where JFK chose Lyndon tions—where JFK chose Lyndon 
B. Johnson as his running mate B. Johnson as his running mate 
over the impassioned objections over the impassioned objections 
of his brother Bobby—this is a of his brother Bobby—this is a 
nonfiction political thriller filled nonfiction political thriller filled 
with intrigue, cinematic action, with intrigue, cinematic action, 
and fresh reporting. Like with and fresh reporting. Like with 
many popular histories, listeners many popular histories, listeners 
will be familiar with the story, will be familiar with the story, 
but few will know the behind-but few will know the behind-
the-scenes details, told here with the-scenes details, told here with 
gripping effect.gripping effect.

FREE Public Service FREE Public Service 
AnnouncementAnnouncement

Crites Named to Committee on Aging PostCrites Named to Committee on Aging Post

Keep Your Letter Keep Your Letter 
Carrier Safe byCarrier Safe by

Clearing Paths of Clearing Paths of 
Snow and IceSnow and Ice

Capito to Serve as Chairman of Senate Committee Capito to Serve as Chairman of Senate Committee 
on Environment and Public Workson Environment and Public Works

WEST VIRGINIA 2024 ANNUAL CROP PRODUCTION, WEST VIRGINIA 2024 ANNUAL CROP PRODUCTION, 
GRAIN AND HAY STOCKSGRAIN AND HAY STOCKS

2023. Production totaled 20,000 
tons, down 11,000 tons from 
2023. New seedings of alfalfa 
in 2024 are estimated at 1,000 
acres, unchanged from 2023.

All other hay area harvested 
totaled 600,000 acres in 2024, 
unchanged from 2023. Yields av-
eraged 1.50 tons per acre, down 
0.20 ton per acre from 2023. Pro-
duction totaled 900,000 tons, 
down 120,000 tons from 2023.

Corn area planted for all pur-
poses in 2024 totaled 41,000 
acres, down 3,000 acres from 
2023. Harvested area for grain 
totaled 26,000 acres, down 

4,000 acres from 2023. The av-
erage yield of 110.0 bushels 
per acre was down 35 bushels 
per acre from 2023. Production 
was 2,860,000 bushels, down 
1,490,000 bushels from 2023.

Corn for silage area harvest-
ed was 9,000 acres in 2024, un-
changed from 2023. Yields av-
eraged 12.0 tons per acre, down 
5.0 tons per acre from 2023. Si-
lage production was estimated at 
108,000 tons, down 45,000 tons 
from 2023.

Maple syrup number of taps 
in 2024 was 70,000, up from 
69,000 taps in 2023. Yield per 

tap was 0.171 gallon, up from 
0.159 gallon in 2023. Production 
totaled 12,000 gallons in 2024, 
up from 11,000 gallons in 2023. 
Comparison data for 2023 were 
released by the West Virginia De-
partment of Agriculture in coop-
eration with NASS.

The total area planted to prin-
cipal crops in West Virginia to-
taled 648,000 acres in 2024, 
down 6,000 acres from 2023. 
Area harvested totaled 642,000 
acres, down 7,000 acres from 
2023. Principal crops include 
acres planted to corn and acres 
harvested for all hay.

By Stephen Smoot

Congressman Riley Moore with Vice President Elect J. D. Vance. Congressman Riley Moore with Vice President Elect J. D. Vance. 
Moore plans to work closely with the incoming administration on Moore plans to work closely with the incoming administration on 
state and national priorities. state and national priorities. Photo courtesy of Moore4WVPhoto courtesy of Moore4WV

Riley Moore Sworn In As Riley Moore Sworn In As Congressman, Congressman, 
Shares His Priorities For OfficeShares His Priorities For Office

“It’s a really special moment “It’s a really special moment 
when you’re standing there in when you’re standing there in 
the House Chamber. They ask the House Chamber. They ask 
you to take the oath of office and you to take the oath of office and 
you look around. What an im-you look around. What an im-
portant job you’ve been asked to portant job you’ve been asked to 
fill. It’s really tremendous, really fill. It’s really tremendous, really 
inspiring. It makes you want to inspiring. It makes you want to 
work even harder.”work even harder.”

Thus said Riley Moore, former Thus said Riley Moore, former 
member of the House of Del-member of the House of Del-
egates, until last week the Trea-egates, until last week the Trea-
surer of West Virginia, now a surer of West Virginia, now a 
sworn in member of the United sworn in member of the United 
States House of Representatives States House of Representatives 
- part of the greatest deliberative - part of the greatest deliberative 
body on the planet. body on the planet. 

Moore is the third generation Moore is the third generation 
of his family committed to elec-of his family committed to elec-
tive public service. His grand-tive public service. His grand-
father was the legendary Gov-father was the legendary Gov-
ernor Arch Moore, his aunt the ernor Arch Moore, his aunt the 
respected United States Senator respected United States Senator 
Shelley Moore Capito. Shelley Moore Capito. 

And now he assumes the And now he assumes the 
same office that both of those in same office that both of those in 
his family who came before him his family who came before him 

served in before reaching their served in before reaching their 
final roles in public service.final roles in public service.

Moore’s initial priorities in of-Moore’s initial priorities in of-
fice show him starting out as a fice show him starting out as a 
sort of demolition man - work-sort of demolition man - work-
ing with others to break down ing with others to break down 
policies of President Joe Biden’s policies of President Joe Biden’s 
administration that harm West administration that harm West 
Virginia specifically and much of Virginia specifically and much of 
the United States as a whole.the United States as a whole.

He first wishes to work on a He first wishes to work on a 
reconciliation package that will reconciliation package that will 
remove certain federal priori-remove certain federal priori-
ties and policies implemented ties and policies implemented 
over the past four years. “What over the past four years. “What 
I want to see,” Moore explained, I want to see,” Moore explained, 
“is tax credits taken away from “is tax credits taken away from 
green energy and given to coal green energy and given to coal 
and natural gas - fields that are and natural gas - fields that are 
actually producing energy.”actually producing energy.”

Moore added that “I’m cer-Moore added that “I’m cer-
tainly focused on dismantling tainly focused on dismantling 
the Inflation Reduction Act.” the Inflation Reduction Act.” 
The Heritage Foundation, a non The Heritage Foundation, a non 
profit policy research center in profit policy research center in 
Washington DC, predicted in Washington DC, predicted in 
June of 2023 that the IRA would June of 2023 that the IRA would 
“likely increase the deficit and “likely increase the deficit and 
increase inflationary pressure, increase inflationary pressure, 

especially in the near term.” It especially in the near term.” It 
added at the time that the law added at the time that the law 
created an advantage for “green created an advantage for “green 
companies” that permitted companies” that permitted 
“them to skirt the law’s new “them to skirt the law’s new 
minimum tax.”minimum tax.”

The Act’s reach extends past The Act’s reach extends past 

economics and taxes. In July of economics and taxes. In July of 
last year, Capito voiced concerns last year, Capito voiced concerns 
that the IRA provided $100 mil-that the IRA provided $100 mil-
lion to a radical left wing group lion to a radical left wing group 
called the NDN Collective. The called the NDN Collective. The 
Senator said Senator said 

continued on page 4
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Lays Potato 
Chips or 
Doritos, 

4.75-10.75 oz.

2/$6

745 N. Main Street
Moorefield, WV 26836

304-538-6396

4 Day
Sale

Thurs., Jan. 16
Fri., Jan. 17 
Sat., Jan. 18 
Sun., Jan. 19

See our in-store circulars for additional savings
Our ad prices are for everyone, no loyalty card, no gimmicks!

Sorry, No Rain Checks.
We Reserve the Right to Limit Quantity.

For Our 4 Day Sales, Deli Menu and Weekly Ad:
www.hawseshopnsave.com

Sunny “D” 
18 pk, 6.75 
oz. bottles
$499

Produce
Cherries
$299
per lb.

Bakery
Frosted Sugar 
Cookies, 
10 Count
$499

each

Deli

Frozen
Full Service

Meat Department
Monday-Saturday: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

Sunday: 8 a.m. - Noon

Cooked Shrimp, 31-
40 ct. IQF, 2 lb. bag
$1298

Top Round Roast 
or London Broil

$499
per lb.

Dairy

80% Lean
Ground Beef

$328
per lb.

Butterball Frozen Turkey 
Breast 6-6.5 lb. avg.

118 
per lb.

Fresh Chicken Thighs 
or Drumsticks
$119 

per lb.

Top Round Steaks or 
Eye of Round Roast

$599
per lb.

Stoneridge 
Ice Cream 

48 oz.
$299

Sargento String 
Cheese, 

8.4 - 12 oz. pkg

3/$10

Kretschmer Turkey 
Breast

$498
per lb.

Kahn’s All Meat 
Bolonga
$499
per lb.

Red or Green Seedless 
Grapes
$299
per lb.

Smart Ones Entrees, 
6.49-10 oz. box

2/$3

Culinary 
Circle Pizza 
14-33 oz. pkg.
$499

Ritz Sargento 
Balanced Breaks, 

4-4.5 oz. pkg. 

2/$5

Mtn. Dew, Pepsi Cubes 
24 pk 12 oz. cans

$1099

Kraft Dressing 
14-16 oz. bottle

2/$5
Zesta Saltine 

Crackers, 
16 oz. box

3/$5
Pringles 

5.5-5.74 oz. 
can

3/$5

Kellogg’s 
Pop Tarts, 

8 ct., 
13 oz. box

3/$5

continued from page 1
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Criminal Criminal 
ChargesCharges

DAR Marian Anderson Legacy Scholarship DAR Marian Anderson Legacy Scholarship 
Accepting Applications, Apply by Jan. 31Accepting Applications, Apply by Jan. 31

Snow Snow 
EventsEvents

Josh Josh 
EvansEvans  

and our office will assist Prosecu-and our office will assist Prosecu-
tor Shay and his team in any way tor Shay and his team in any way 
we can to make sure justice is we can to make sure justice is 
served.”served.”

The MFCU’s investigation into The MFCU’s investigation into 
the Jan. 4, 2024, incident deter-the Jan. 4, 2024, incident deter-
mined Beard helped the 61-year-mined Beard helped the 61-year-
old Hedrick into a tub to give old Hedrick into a tub to give 
him a bath, but she unreasonably him a bath, but she unreasonably 
failed to check the water tem-failed to check the water tem-
perature gauge, allegedly leaving perature gauge, allegedly leaving 
Hedrick, who required round-Hedrick, who required round-
the-clock care, submerged in the the-clock care, submerged in the 
134-degree water for 47 minutes.134-degree water for 47 minutes.

That lengthy exposure to the That lengthy exposure to the 
scalding hot water caused sec-scalding hot water caused sec-
ond- and third-degree burns and ond- and third-degree burns and 
blisters on the man’s feet and blisters on the man’s feet and 
legs.legs.

Hill was informed about the Hill was informed about the 
burns and blisters, but investiga-burns and blisters, but investiga-
tors identified multiple failures tors identified multiple failures 
in her care such as allegedly fail-in her care such as allegedly fail-
ing to implement appropriate ing to implement appropriate 
treatment and therapy for his in-treatment and therapy for his in-
juries “including but not limited juries “including but not limited 
to the use of pain medication.”to the use of pain medication.”

Hedrick was later taken to Hedrick was later taken to 
West Penn Hospital Nursing-West Penn Hospital Nursing-
Burn Trauma Unit. He suc-Burn Trauma Unit. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries Jan. 12, cumbed to his injuries Jan. 12, 
2024.2024.

MFCU’s investigation focused MFCU’s investigation focused 
on the alleged actions taken by on the alleged actions taken by 
those individuals who provided those individuals who provided 
“hands-on” care to Hedrick on “hands-on” care to Hedrick on 
Jan. 4, 2024. The MFCU is con-Jan. 4, 2024. The MFCU is con-
tinuing to investigate the alleged tinuing to investigate the alleged 
actions of other individuals who actions of other individuals who 
did not provide “hands-on” care did not provide “hands-on” care 
to Hedrick on that date, but to Hedrick on that date, but 
whose actions also may have al-whose actions also may have al-
legedly violated the state’s crimi-legedly violated the state’s crimi-
nal statutes. If so, the MFCU will nal statutes. If so, the MFCU will 
report those findings to the Pres-report those findings to the Pres-
ton County Prosecuting Attorney ton County Prosecuting Attorney 
for his review and consideration.for his review and consideration.

WASHINGTON – Under-WASHINGTON – Under-
graduate and graduate students graduate and graduate students 
studying music can apply for the studying music can apply for the 
DAR Marian Anderson Legacy DAR Marian Anderson Legacy 
Scholarship through January 31, Scholarship through January 31, 
2025. Sponsored by the Na-2025. Sponsored by the Na-
tional Society Daughters of the tional Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR), the American Revolution (DAR), the 
scholarship provides a one-time scholarship provides a one-time 
$5,000 award to one student an-$5,000 award to one student an-
nually who is pursuing under-nually who is pursuing under-
graduate or graduate study in graduate or graduate study in 
music.  music.  

Marian Anderson (1897-Marian Anderson (1897-
1993) was a groundbreaking 1993) was a groundbreaking 
African American contralto and African American contralto and 
an inspiration for civil rights. an inspiration for civil rights. 
“This scholarship pays tribute “This scholarship pays tribute 
to Marian Anderson’s life, and to Marian Anderson’s life, and 
the Daughters of the American the Daughters of the American 

Revolution seeks to honor her Revolution seeks to honor her 
legacy through today’s aspiring legacy through today’s aspiring 
musicians. Her legacy lives on in musicians. Her legacy lives on in 
others who aim for excellence in others who aim for excellence in 
musical studies, are committed musical studies, are committed 
to their communities, and will-to their communities, and will-
ing to stand up for what is right,” ing to stand up for what is right,” 
said Pamela Wright, DAR Presi-said Pamela Wright, DAR Presi-
dent General.dent General.

Applicants should be accepted Applicants should be accepted 
or currently enrolled in an ac-or currently enrolled in an ac-
credited university or college credited university or college 
in the United States and have a in the United States and have a 
concentration in music in their concentration in music in their 
course of study. Music perfor-course of study. Music perfor-
mance, composition, theory, or mance, composition, theory, or 
education are all areas that stu-education are all areas that stu-
dents may be specialized in to dents may be specialized in to 
qualify for the scholarship. They qualify for the scholarship. They 
should have a minimum grade should have a minimum grade 

at the time that their activities at the time that their activities 
“include calls to defund the U.S. “include calls to defund the U.S. 
police and military. NDN Col-police and military. NDN Col-
lective also expresses alignment lective also expresses alignment 
with the slogan, ‘From the river with the slogan, ‘From the river 
to the sea, Palestine will be free,’ to the sea, Palestine will be free,’ 
which refers to the elimination which refers to the elimination 
of Israel,” a prime goal of anti of Israel,” a prime goal of anti 
Semites.Semites.

Moore called eliminating the Moore called eliminating the 
IRA “a critical focus for me” and IRA “a critical focus for me” and 
“important for all of the people “important for all of the people 
in West Virginia.”in West Virginia.”

He shared also that he has He shared also that he has 
been “speaking with President been “speaking with President 
Trump’s team to see how I can Trump’s team to see how I can 
be helpful.” One issue that he be helpful.” One issue that he 
has pledged to support the in-has pledged to support the in-
coming president on is a robust coming president on is a robust 
tariff policy. tariff policy. 

Moore explained that both Moore explained that both 
he and Trump believe in free he and Trump believe in free 
trade and agree that free trade trade and agree that free trade 
must also be fair. Other coun-must also be fair. Other coun-
tries have “closed their markets tries have “closed their markets 
to our products,” Moore stated, to our products,” Moore stated, 
but continue to sell their wares but continue to sell their wares 
in the U. S. market without in the U. S. market without 
consequence for discrimination consequence for discrimination 

Riley MooreRiley Moore
against American-made goods.against American-made goods.

Red China remains Ameri-Red China remains Ameri-
ca’s most significant interna-ca’s most significant interna-
tional competitor, but policies tional competitor, but policies 
such as using slave and school such as using slave and school 
age child labor to manufacture age child labor to manufacture 
goods give them significant ad-goods give them significant ad-
vantages when trading with “the vantages when trading with “the 
free world.” Moore urges that free world.” Moore urges that 
the United States rescind their the United States rescind their 
permanent status as a “most permanent status as a “most 
favored nation” trading partner favored nation” trading partner 
with the United States. with the United States. 

In 1998, the United States In 1998, the United States 
General Accounting Office pub-General Accounting Office pub-
lished testimony by JayEtta Z. lished testimony by JayEtta Z. 
Hecker, Associate Director, In-Hecker, Associate Director, In-
ternational Relations and Trade ternational Relations and Trade 
Issues, National Security and In-Issues, National Security and In-
ternational Affairs Division con-ternational Affairs Division con-
cerning attempts by President cerning attempts by President 
Bill Clinton to secure Red China Bill Clinton to secure Red China 
a place in the World Trade Or-a place in the World Trade Or-
ganization. This would also link ganization. This would also link 
the United States and that coun-the United States and that coun-
try through most favored nation try through most favored nation 
trading status.trading status.

Hecker’s statement included Hecker’s statement included 
“it will be important to evaluate “it will be important to evaluate 
China’s accession package, and China’s accession package, and 
the advantages and disadvantag-the advantages and disadvantag-

es of providing China permanent es of providing China permanent 
MFN. This would include deter-MFN. This would include deter-
mining if the accession package mining if the accession package 
has met the administration’s ob-has met the administration’s ob-
jective of producing a ‘commer-jective of producing a ‘commer-
cially meaningful’ agreement.”cially meaningful’ agreement.”

In 2021, the Council For For-In 2021, the Council For For-
eign Relations reported that the eign Relations reported that the 
Clinton Administration had be-Clinton Administration had be-
lieved that including Red China lieved that including Red China 
in the WTO and conferring most in the WTO and conferring most 
favored nation would spur re-favored nation would spur re-
forms in that country, forcing a forms in that country, forcing a 
more open economy and society. more open economy and society. 

Instead, the CFR shared that Instead, the CFR shared that 
“China has incurred criticism for “China has incurred criticism for 
carrying out certain market-dis-carrying out certain market-dis-
torting practices, and has been torting practices, and has been 
accused of cheating the system accused of cheating the system 
in various ways. Sometimes it in various ways. Sometimes it 
violated the letter of the law, violated the letter of the law, 
sometimes the spirit.”sometimes the spirit.”

It also said that once allowed It also said that once allowed 
into the WTO, “China wrote its into the WTO, “China wrote its 
own script.”own script.”

Additionally, against the spirit Additionally, against the spirit 
and letter of most favored na-and letter of most favored na-
tion, the CFR explained that tion, the CFR explained that 
“China promotes its exports “China promotes its exports 
while remaining largely closed while remaining largely closed 
to foreign goods, making it to foreign goods, making it 
more difficult for companies to more difficult for companies to 
do business in China.”do business in China.”

At the same time, the Red At the same time, the Red 
Chinese economy expanded tre-Chinese economy expanded tre-

mendously. The CFR states that mendously. The CFR states that 
“China’s economy is 11 times “China’s economy is 11 times 
larger (in 2021) than it was in larger (in 2021) than it was in 
2001.”2001.”

Moore’s solution to hold Chi-Moore’s solution to hold Chi-
na accountable lies in removing na accountable lies in removing 
the permanent most favored na-the permanent most favored na-
tion status in favor of one that tion status in favor of one that 
requires reauthorization yearly requires reauthorization yearly 
to hold that country accountable to hold that country accountable 
for its trade malpractices. for its trade malpractices. 

Another priority lies in “fight-Another priority lies in “fight-
ing back against woke social ing back against woke social 
movements,” particularly the movements,” particularly the 
drive to include transgender drive to include transgender 
male to female individuals from male to female individuals from 
participating in girls’ and wom-participating in girls’ and wom-
en’s sports due to the inherent en’s sports due to the inherent 
danger and the disadvantages danger and the disadvantages 
faced by women competing faced by women competing 
against biological men.against biological men.

Moore shared that he will Moore shared that he will 
work to “get us back to a sense work to “get us back to a sense 
of decency and normalcy in this of decency and normalcy in this 
country.”country.”

He also shared his personal He also shared his personal 
impressions that he has col-impressions that he has col-
lected as he has made the transi-lected as he has made the transi-
tion from the Statehouse to the tion from the Statehouse to the 
United States Capitol. Moore United States Capitol. Moore 
remarked on “how friendly peo-remarked on “how friendly peo-
ple are on our side of the aisle” ple are on our side of the aisle” 
and noted that Representative and noted that Representative 
Marjorie Taylor Greene, the Re-Marjorie Taylor Greene, the Re-
publican representing Georgia’s publican representing Georgia’s 

14th Congressional District, has 14th Congressional District, has 
helped considerably. helped considerably. 

A Congressman’s work does A Congressman’s work does 
not end in DC, however. Offices not end in DC, however. Offices 
in the district help constituents in the district help constituents 
and others living in the district and others living in the district 
with any issues that they might with any issues that they might 
have with the federal govern-have with the federal govern-
ment. That includes veteran ment. That includes veteran 
needs from the Veterans’ Ad-needs from the Veterans’ Ad-
ministration, issues with social ministration, issues with social 
security, and other problems.security, and other problems.

“We’re going to be laser-fo-“We’re going to be laser-fo-
cused on constituent service,” cused on constituent service,” 
Moore said, encouraging those Moore said, encouraging those 
in his district to “reach out if in his district to “reach out if 
you need anything.”you need anything.”

Moore has assumed the seat Moore has assumed the seat 
vacated by Alex Mooney when vacated by Alex Mooney when 
he ran for United States Sen-he ran for United States Sen-
ate after 10 years in office. He ate after 10 years in office. He 
said of the former Congressman said of the former Congressman 
elected in 2014 that “Alex rep-elected in 2014 that “Alex rep-
resented us very well” and was resented us very well” and was 
“very conservative” with a “stel-“very conservative” with a “stel-
lar voting record.” Moore said “I lar voting record.” Moore said “I 
thank him for his service and his thank him for his service and his 
support.”support.”

With a career path that started With a career path that started 
with welding and working with with welding and working with 
a coal operation through foreign a coal operation through foreign 
affairs and elected office, Moore affairs and elected office, Moore 
brings broad experience along brings broad experience along 
with a family tradition of public with a family tradition of public 
service into his new role. service into his new role. 

al for road clearing efforts.
Wriston praised the skill and 

work ethic of snowplow drivers, 
sharing that “driving a truck over 
the road, or driving a truck that 
uses asphalt or gravel in good 
weather, is a hard job. It’s a tough 
thing to do for a living.”

He went on to state “then you 
stick a snowplow on the dump 
trucks, 12 feet out in front of you, 
and you put yourself out there on 
the West Virginia roads in inclem-
ent weather and it’s a different 
animal.”

Technology has also helped to 
improve response and capabili-
ties in snow removal. Wriston de-
scribed how “a few years ago we 
switched to data-driven decision 
making and that tells us exactly 
what we should be doing.”

Part of that includes resource 
planning. The Department of 
Highways acquired 231,000 tons 
of salt for use all over the state, 
relying on figures showing average 
amounts used each year over the 
past 10 years.

“I’m glad that I have the oppor-
tunity to get out there and show 
these guys that do it – and have 
worked all night as hard as they 
can work – that we support them, 
we care about them, and that they 
are doing a great job.” Wriston 
said.

Emergency services first re-
sponders also face challenges and 
even dangers when responding to 
calls.

Fortunately, DoH lends a hand 
here as well, helping to clear path-
ways to residences or other sites. 
Many times when a plow truck 
must leave its assignment, it is 
helping first responders get to an 
emergency situation.

Just like any other vocation that 
requires outside work, emergency 
response in challenging conditions 
imposes more work, burdens, and 
dangers than on normal days.

A major task for first respond-
ers, especially in volunteer ser-
vices, lies in keeping vehicles and 
vital equipment in a constant state 
of readiness. This requires exten-
sive and repeated troubleshooting. 
Sometimes, despite even the most 
diligent maintenance, breakdowns 
occur. Ambulances might expe-
rience engine or other problems 
that render them undriveable. In-
terior heating can break down.

Personnel must remain pre-
pared for the worst to prevent 
their own situation from requiring 
an emergency response.

Civilians can help emergency 
responders by having legible and 
recognizable physical address-
ing, early snow removal, clearing 
paths, clearing areas around the 
fire hydrants, and having outdoor 
lighting for crews coming in.

point average (GPA) of 3.0 on a point average (GPA) of 3.0 on a 
4.0 scale or the equivalent GPA 4.0 scale or the equivalent GPA 
on the scale used by the institu-on the scale used by the institu-
tion. tion. 

Applications require refer-Applications require refer-
ences sent through the applica-ences sent through the applica-
tion system, so students need to tion system, so students need to 
request their references ahead of request their references ahead of 
the Jan. 31st application dead-the Jan. 31st application dead-
line.line.

In honor of Ms. Anderson’s In honor of Ms. Anderson’s 
commitment to the community commitment to the community 
throughout her life and her will-throughout her life and her will-
ingness to share her incredible ingness to share her incredible 
talent with the world, applicants talent with the world, applicants 
are asked to write a personal are asked to write a personal 
statement describing their hu-statement describing their hu-
manitarian or volunteer contri-manitarian or volunteer contri-
butions on behalf of their com-butions on behalf of their com-
munity and/or country.  munity and/or country.  

To recognize the city Marian To recognize the city Marian 
Anderson called home, prefer-Anderson called home, prefer-
ence will be given to students ence will be given to students 
from the Philadelphia, Pennsyl-from the Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania metropolitan area, even vania metropolitan area, even 
if they are not pursuing music if they are not pursuing music 
studies in the Philadelphia area.studies in the Philadelphia area.

This scholarship is not auto-This scholarship is not auto-
matically renewed. However, re-matically renewed. However, re-
cipients may reapply for consid-cipients may reapply for consid-
eration each year for up to four eration each year for up to four 
consecutive years. consecutive years. 

The scholarship is supported The scholarship is supported 
by the Daughters of the Ameri-by the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution’s Marian Ander-can Revolution’s Marian Ander-
son Legacy Fund. Learn more son Legacy Fund. Learn more 
about the relationship between about the relationship between 
Marian Anderson and the DAR, Marian Anderson and the DAR, 
and the organization’s on-going and the organization’s on-going 
efforts to honor her memory at efforts to honor her memory at 

www.dar.org/MarianAndersonwww.dar.org/MarianAnderson
About the National Society of About the National Society of 

the Daughters of the American the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR)Revolution (DAR)

One of the largest patriotic One of the largest patriotic 
women’s service organizations women’s service organizations 
in the world, DAR has 190,000 in the world, DAR has 190,000 
members in approximately 3,000 members in approximately 3,000 
chapters across the country and chapters across the country and 
several foreign countries. DAR several foreign countries. DAR 
members promote historic pres-members promote historic pres-
ervation, education and patrio-ervation, education and patrio-
tism via commemorative events, tism via commemorative events, 
scholarships and educational scholarships and educational 
initiatives, citizenship programs, initiatives, citizenship programs, 
service to veterans, meaningful service to veterans, meaningful 
community service and more. community service and more. 
For additional information about For additional information about 
DAR and its relevant mission, DAR and its relevant mission, 
visit www.dar.org. visit www.dar.org. 

George Ford, President & CEO George Ford, President & CEO 
of Grant County Bank. “His fa-of Grant County Bank. “His fa-
miliarity with our region and its miliarity with our region and its 
people will be a tremendous as-people will be a tremendous as-
set in helping us in our mission set in helping us in our mission 
to provide financial services and to provide financial services and 
products to families, small busi-products to families, small busi-
nesses and the local agricultural nesses and the local agricultural 
community.”community.”

Evans holds a Bachelor’s de-Evans holds a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Business Management gree in Business Management 
from Potomac State College of from Potomac State College of 
West Virginia University. He West Virginia University. He 
also completed the West Virginia also completed the West Virginia 
Bankers Association’s Emerging Bankers Association’s Emerging 
Leaders Program and the West Leaders Program and the West 
Virginia School of Banking.Virginia School of Banking.

“I’m excited to join Grant “I’m excited to join Grant 
County Bank and begin building County Bank and begin building 
relationships with customers,” relationships with customers,” 
said Evans. “They’re the people said Evans. “They’re the people 
we see every day at the grocery we see every day at the grocery 
store, at church, and at sporting store, at church, and at sporting 
events. It’s important that the events. It’s important that the 
bank can offer them local deci-bank can offer them local deci-
sions on loan requests, whether sions on loan requests, whether 
it’s for buying a car or purchasing it’s for buying a car or purchasing 
a home.”a home.”

Evans became interested in Evans became interested in 
banking at a young age, as his banking at a young age, as his 
mother was employed in bank-mother was employed in bank-
ing. Now a banker himself, he ing. Now a banker himself, he 
appreciates the importance of appreciates the importance of 
delivering exceptional customer delivering exceptional customer 
service and helping customers.service and helping customers.

“When I first meet with a cli-“When I first meet with a cli-
ent, I ask questions to learn ent, I ask questions to learn 
about their lending needs and about their lending needs and 
their credit situation,” Evans their credit situation,” Evans 
said. “With that information, I said. “With that information, I 
can determine how we can help can determine how we can help 
them get the loan that’s right for them get the loan that’s right for 
them.”them.”
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O b i t u a r i e s

Barbara Ann Vetter, age 79 of 
Moorefield, WV, passed away 
Thursday morning, January 9, 
2025, at the Grant Memorial 
Hospital in Petersburg, WV. Born 
on April 14, 1945, in Brockton, 

MA, Barbara was a cherished 
daughter of the late James Eu-
gene Johnson and Gloria Anita 
Scaldini Johnson. She also had a 
sister, Kathleen Melker, who pre-
ceded her in death. 

Barbara spent an admirable 
15 years working as a lady mail 
carrier, bringing smiles to many 
faces in the community. In her 
leisure time, she indulged in 
her favorite hobbies—sewing, 
solving crossword puzzles, and 
challenging friends to a game 
of Scrabble. And for those who 
knew her well, she undoubtedly 
enjoyed the thrill of a video poker 
machine now and then! 

Surviving is her loving hus-

band, Harry H. “Skeet” Vetter, 
III; brothers, Alan (Linda) Ward 
of Georgetown, TX and Michael 
(Linda) Ward of Tyler, TX; sis-
ters, Rebecca (Carson) Pearce of 
Harker Heights, TX and Patricia 
(Fred) Oborne of Temple, TX 
along with countless friends who 
considered her family. 

To honor Barbara’s incredible 
life, a Celebration of Life will 
take place at 7:00 PM on Thurs-
day, January 16, 2025, at the Fral-
ey Funeral Home Chapel located 
at 107 Washington Street. Pastor 
Chris Whetzel will officiate the 
ceremony, and we warmly in-
vite you to join us for an evening 
filled with memories and laugh-

ter as we celebrate the vibrant 
life of this remarkable woman. 
Friends and family will be wel-
comed starting at 6:00 PM until 
the time of the service. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made to a charity of your 
choice in Barbara’s name, as she 
always believed in lending a help-
ing hand to those in need. 

To share your love, condo-
lences, and cherished memories, 
please visit Barbara’s Tribute 
Wall at www.fraleyfuneralhome.
com. Let us come together to 
celebrate Barbara Ann Vetter—
a woman who truly touched the 
lives of everyone she met.

Barbara Ann Vetter

Bennie Nolan Shaver, 87, of 
South Fork and Moorefield, WV 
passed away suddenly Satur-
day January 11, at Grant Memo-
rial Hospital in Petersburg, WV. 
Born September 27, 1937, at 
Fort Seybert, WV, was a son of 
the late Rev. Alferd Jesse Shaver 
and Wilma Viriginia Eye Shaver 
Zirk.  In addition to his parents, 

he was preceded in death by his 
brother, Rev. B. Eugene Shaver; a 
sister, Mary Florence Dettra, her 
husband John Dettra and sister 
Martha Lyne Clarke and her hus-
band Presley Clarke.  Bennie was 
the last member of his immediate 
family. 

A proud graduate of Frank-
lin High School in 1956, Bennie 
served his country with distinc-
tion as a Military Police Officer in 
the U. S. Army. His commitment 
to service continued throughout 
a respected 38-year career in law 
enforcement, where he dedicat-
ed himself to the protection and 
well-being of his community. 
Bennie was a proud retired Police 
Officer, whose integrity and dedi-
cation were only matched by his 
warm and welcoming spirit. He 
was a devoted member of Mount 

Carmel Church of the Brethren at 
Milam. 

Bennie was a devoted and lov-
ing husband, father and grand-
father and left to cherish in his 
memory are his wife JoAnn Grace 
Kuykendall Shaver, his son Dar-
rell Jesse Shaver, his daughter-
in-law Miranda Gillespie and 
his beloved granddaughter Patri-
cia Dove Shaver.   Bennie is also 
survived by many extended fam-
ily members including sisters-in-
laws, Faye Shaver and Mary Lou 
Johnson and numerous nephews, 
nieces and cousins. 

A funeral service to honor Ben-
nie’s extraordinary life will take 
place on Thursday, January 16, 
2025, at 11:00 AM, at the Fraley 
Funeral Home Chapel located 
at 107 Washington Street. The 
service will be officiated by Pas-

tor Russell Webster and will in-
clude Military Rites by the U.S. 
Army to honor Bennie’s service. 
Friends and family are invited to 
gather and share their memories 
of Bennie from 10:00 AM until 
the time of the service. 

Memorials in Bennie’s honor 
may be directed to the Hardy 
County Public Library, 100 N 
Main St, Moorefield, WV 26836. 
To celebrate and honor Bennie’s 
remarkable journey, friends and 
loved ones are encouraged to vis-
it his Tribute Wall at www.fraley-
funeralhome.com , where memo-
ries, photos, and reflections can 
be shared. Let us come together 
to honor a life filled with service, 
dedication, and unconditional 
love.

Bennie Nolan Shaver

$420,000 shortfall over the next 
year, and that he has a plan. Com-
missioners opted to learn more at 
their next meeting.

Alt requested, and the Com-
missioners approved the regular 
$75,000 for the month. Of that, 
$10,000 goes to West Hardy.

The Commission also moved 
to automatically disperse the 
$75,000 to HCEAA monthly, 
without a request each time.

In a follow-up to a question 
Schetrom asked in December, Alt 
said that a county-wide EMS sub-
committee was scheduled to meet 
Jan. 10.

Schetrom read from a docu-
ment regarding the subcom-
mittee, which stated their three 
primary goals are to enhance re-
sponse times, improve commu-
nity EMS awareness, and improve 
interagency collaboration.

Bill Ours, Hardy County Health 
Department director, reported the 
new building is ready. He said 
they got internet and furniture 
the first week in January, and that 
they plan to close on Jan. 17, and 
reopen Monday, Jan. 21 in the 
new building.

He plans a small ceremony at 
that time, with a bigger event and 
an open house in the spring.

Ours, who also serves on the 
Committee on Aging board of 
directors, informed the Commis-
sion the Committee has a new ex-
ecutive director.

Sheriff Steven Dawson reported 
that December 2024 was a good 
month for the drug task force, and 
listed several arrests as well as 
sentences passed down in court. 
He said his office is running under 
budget, and thanked the Commis-

sion for allowing him additional 
deputies, as they have been busy.

TaYare Meade, the Teen Court 
Coordinator, and Serena Redman, 
from Potomac Highlands Guild, 
provided an update on teen court 
in Hardy County.

Meade said an order to estab-
lish the court was signed by a 
circuit court judge, but not filed. 
In the interim, several things oc-
curred that actually made that a 
good thing, as now wording with-
in the document needs to change.

Once a new order is signed and 
filed, thus creating a teen court in 
Hardy County, the program be-
longs to the County Commission.

Teen Court already exists in 
Grant County, which has one of 
the better programs in the state. 
It’s a diversion program, and aims 
to help certain types of youthful 
offenders accept responsibility for 
their mistakes, while also teach-
ing students about the judicial 
process. 

Meade told the Commission-
ers they needed to assign a fiscal 
agent to handle the program’s 
money. Part of the order estab-
lishing the program adds $5 onto 
court fees. That money is used to 
fund teen court.

The Commissioners approved 
assigning the fiscal agent position 
to the County Clerk.

They also debated officially 
naming Meade to be the County 
Teen Court Coordinator, but ulti-
mately tabled the discussion until 
their next meeting.

Next the Commission voted to 
adopt a resolution opposing PEIA 
increasing their rates, and encour-
aging the Legislature to find other 
ways to make up funding.

“The increases have been 15, 

14, and 16 percent, so about a 
45 percent increase over the last 
three years in premiums,” Com-
missioner David Workman ex-
plained. He said the local govern-
ment portion is locked in, but the 
State portion, “is…the one that’s 
at risk.”

“They’re passing on these costs 
to (employees), and they should 
be looking at more fiscally respon-
sible ways to manage this at state 
levels,” Workman said.

The WV Public Employees In-
surance Agency covers most state 
employees, including those in 
government and public education, 
and retirees from those agencies.

A number of other topics 
crossed the Commissioners’ 
desks relatively quickly.

Schetrom said the per diem 
rates affecting the jail bill may 
rise, making the Day Report Cen-
ter (DRC) one of the more impor-
tant ways to mitigate that cost.

“I think it is very important for 
us to participate in the Day Re-
port Center,” Schetrom said.

The Commission ultimately 
tabled further discussion and de-
cisions regarding safety on the 
South Branch River, particularly a 
stretch just north of Circle C.

The County Clerk was tasked 
to look into whether moving bank 
accounts is feasible, or desired by 
other elected department heads. 
Schetrom said he specifically 
raised the topic in open meeting 
so the public would know it’s on 
the table for consideration.

Similarly, Schetrom said the 
Commission is considering a key 
fob system to allow easier access 
for employees to the court house. 
Security and key accountability 
became an issue when Humbert-

son began inventorying keys, and 
discovered many are unaccounted 
for. The issue was tabled in order 
to seek feedback from other elect-
ed officials.

County Coordinator Wendy 
Branson told the Commission 
that December was very busy for 
the dog pound. Jim Shupe picked 
up seven strays, and an addition-
al four dogs were owner-surren-
dered. Five dogs were placed for 
adoption.

Branson said Shupe has had to 
turn down other surrenders, be-
cause there is no space.

She said there is still only bid 
for the pound improvement proj-
ect.

She requested the Commission 
adopt two resolutions, one nam-
ing Humbertson the fiscal agent 
for federal funding, and one to 
apply for indoor energy efficiency 
grants. They adopted both resolu-
tions.

Branson said she’s working on 
a new version of the Employee 
Handbook, and will schedule 
meetings with elected officials for 
their input.

She provided an update on how 
new elected officials were set-
tling.

Allegedly, the Hardy County 
Prosecutor’s physical office was 
left in disarray and needed clean-
ing, and all that office’s comput-
ers were reset to factory settings. 
The latter created a disruption 
that affected the Circuit Clerk’s 
office.

Circuit Clerk Kelly Shockey 
said her office had to make copies 
of many documents pertaining to 
court dates starting this month. 
She said they stayed functional, 
but the Prosecutor couldn’t ac-
cess anything, and it created extra 
work.

Most of the deleted material on 
the computers was recovered. 

With assistance from Macie 

Fultz and Amelia Gagnon, the of-
fice was functional within a few 
days.

Branson said that all Prosecut-
ing Attorney office employees ex-
cept one part-time employee had 
resigned.

She said the judicial offices and 
new magistrate reported no is-
sues.

The last two topics of the meet-
ing were board appointments and 
meeting dates.

The Commissioners will all 
keep the same board appoint-
ments.

The Hardy County Commis-
sion will hold two meetings each 
month for at least six months, “to 
see if it’s productive and accom-
plishes what’s intended,” Schet-
rom said. They intend to provide 
easier access to their meetings 
and procedures, and make it eas-
ier to engage with them at meet-
ings.

Many who work are unable 
to attend meetings at 9 a.m. on 

first Tuesdays. They’re adding a 
second meeting, 5 p.m. on third 
Tuesdays. The meetings will be 
in the Commission Chambers, in 
the courthouse.

The next meeting is Jan. 21 at 
5 p.m., and the public is encour-
aged to attend.

County Commission
continued from page 1

Lost River Trails Coalition
of volunteers. In the last year, 
over 2,000 hours have been 
clocked in by LRTC volunteers 
to organize trail workdays for 
the repair and maintenance of 
trails within LRSP (including 
additional efforts to repair trails 
following the March 2024 wild-
fires). In addition, volunteers 
have worked to support “The 
Cryptids”, Hardy County’s first 
National Interscholastic Cy-
cling Association (NICA)/West 
Virginia Interscholastic Cycling 
League bike team founded by 
LRTC in 2023. Revenue is gen-
erated by LRTC events, the an-

nual Lost River Trail Run in 
LRSP and LRTC’s annual Lost 
River Classic Gravel Race, and 
from its donors and sponsors to 
benefit the Hardy County youth 
mountain bike team and trail 
development and maintenance 
throughout Hardy County.

This grant was made pos-
sible through the support and 
partnership of the Lost River 
Trails Coalition, Lost River 
State Park, Visit Hardy (Hardy 
County Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau), the Hardy Coun-
ty Commission, Jonathan D + 
Mark C. Lewis Foundation. In-
ternational Mountain Bicycling 

Association, and the Smith 
Outdoor Economic Develop-
ment Collaborative. The pro-
grams of LRTC have also been 
funded in part by donations and 
grants from the community, the 
Hardy County Commission, 
Visit Hardy, Appalachian Forest 
National Heritage Area, and the 
Jonathan D + Mark C. Lewis 
Foundation.

To learn more about Lost 
River Trails Coalition, become 
a volunteer, or make a tax de-
ductible donation,  please visit- 
https://lostrivertrailscoalition.
org/.

continued from page 1
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The Vikings bug spray was in 
full force with pressure defense 
eradicating the Yellow Jackets 
from the Hive with a 41-24 vic-
tory last Friday in Moorefield.

Due to the holiday break and 
snowstorms, Moorefield’s ex-
ecution was frigid without play-
ing since beating Petersburg in 
the holiday championship before 
Christmas.

Petersburg’s Quenlynn Cole 
scored a game-high 13 points and 
Miley Tingler contributed nine 
markers.

Moorefield was paced by Ko-
rbin Keplinger with 11 points 
and CiCi Kump added five points.

“I thought we did a really good 
job extending our full court pres-
sure. We were able to give them 
a few more looks than we had 
in the past playing Moorefield. 
Our girls did a good job defen-
sively and not getting any fouls. 
Our goal was to make them un-
comfortable and I thought we 
did a good job of that tonight. 
Every basket felt like it was hard 
earned, I felt we struggled in the 
second quarter to get much going 
offensively and that was because 
of the changes in Moorefield’s 
defense. Credit to Coach Wratch-
ford for making the change there 
on defense. We weren’t prepared 
for it and it took us a while to 
settle down and execute like we 
wanted. Anytime we can get in 
the gym is great. It is good to be 
back and get started with a win,” 
Petersburg coach Jon Webster 
commented.

The first two and a half min-
utes had a combined six missed 
field goals and a couple turnovers 
in both directions before the Vi-
kings got on the scoreboard first 
with one free throw made by 
Mily Tingler at 5:23.

Moorefield’s Korbin Keplinger 
had her shot attempt roll off the 
top of the backboard into the net, 
but the shot didn’t count on the 
ensuing possession.

The Vikings increased the lead 
to 4-nil with a perimeter bucket 
by Quenlynn Cole at 4:55.

After a Moorefield turnover, 
the Vikings hit the rim and Ker-
igan Bergdall grabbed the carom 

for the Yellow Jackets.
Cole swiped the ball back and 

was fouled heading to the hoop 
and added one foul shot at 3:46.

Keplinger garnered a layup 
on the next series for the Yel-
low Jackets to end the drought at 
3:31.

Bergdall blocked a shot with 
contact putting Tingler on the 
line, who made both charity 
stripe buckets for a 7-2 lead.

Petersburg’s Ella Markwell 
knocked the ball loose for a turn-
over collected by Tingler.

Ayden Mayfield corralled a re-
bound and located Shyane Taw-
ney for a 3-poitner to put the 
Vikings up 10-2 with 2:32 left in 
the first period.

Moorefield missed five field 
goals and the Vikings hit the rim 
twice in the remaining time.

The Yellow Jackets commenced 
the second period with a jumper 
by Keplinger at 7:33, 10-4.

Petersburg answered on the 
following possession with a 
jumper by Mayfield.

Moorefield’s Sydney Rumer 
dished to Keplinger for a shot in 
the paint to cut the deficit in half 
12-6 at 6:50.

Keplinger snatched a defensive 
board, then Sadie Crites drew a 
foul and made both free throws 
for the Yellow Jackets at 5:50, 12-
8.

The Vikings lost the ball out of 
play, then applied pressure and 
a foul before Tingler hauled in a 
defensive rebound.

Tawney grabbed an offensive 
rebound, but the ball was inter-
cepted by Seanna Heavner for the 
Yellow Jackets.

Tawney swiped the ball back, 
but the ensuing shot was blocked 
by Sadie Crites.

Petersburg hit the rim thrice 
and Crites collected the latter 
board before a turnover out of 
bounds.

Markell made an offensive re-
bound and was fouled, but failed 
to connect on the line.

Moorefield lost the ball twice 
including a steal by Mayfield, 
but the Vikings fueled to convert 
with a missed shot and a steal 
back by CiCi Kump which led to 
a jump ball.

The Vikings were called for five 
second violation, then Tawney 

stole the ball.
Kump hauled in a defensive 

rebound and the Yellow Jackets 
would hit the rim with Keplinger 
coming down with the board and 
completed a three-point play to 
close the gap to12-11 at 3:14.

Heavner snatched a defensive 
carom and was tied up for a jump 
ball, then Petersburg’s Markwell 
blocked a shot.

Moorefield forced a turnover 
with the teamwork of Keplinger 
and Raleigh Kuykendall before 
coming up empty on the other 
end.

Markwell netted a basket in 
the paint off an assist from Taw-
ney to give the Vikings a 14-11 
lead with 1:27 remaining in the 
first half.

A pair of Petersburg steals by 
Tingler and Karli DiBenedetto 
didn’t create points with a fum-
ble out of play and a missed shot 
collected by Kump.

DiBenedetto made another 
steal, but the Vikings hit the rim 
thrice.

Heavner crashed to the floor 
creating a steal for the Yellow 
Jackets as the ricochet was field-
ed by Kump leading to a score by 
Keplinger with six seconds left 
for a 14-13 halftime score.

Petersburg missed the last sec-
ond attempt, but held the edge at 

the break.
“Nothing was different than 

last time, nothing at all. We had 
three keys to the game that we 
had to execute to beat Petersburg 
and those were the three keys 
that we did in the holiday tourna-
ment and we did it then and we 
didn’t tonight. That’s really what 
it came down to. I told the girls 
back here that we could use every 
excuse in the book, haven’t prac-
ticed all week and haven’t played 
a game since the holiday tour-
nament. That’s weak-minded to 
use that as an excuse. We’re not 
in shape as we were and we will 
have to get back into the gym to 
work on our lungs. They pressure 
you the whole game and that 
wears on you, but that’s fixable. 
It is always good to get back, but 
I hate those long layoffs. We will 
start playing a lot of games com-
ing up and start getting back in 
a groove. We will find our way 
back,” Moorefield coach Jared 
Wratchford remarked.

The third period began with a 
jump ball as Rumer and Tingler 
got tangled up with possession 
going to the Vikings.

Cole drilled a 3-pointer to put 
Petersburg up 16-13 at 7:21.

Rumer and Tingler battled for 
another jump ball, then Tawney 
stole the ball moments later.

After two missed shots, Cole 
finally put the ball in the hoop 
for the Vikings.

Mayfield stole the ball and 
scored on a breakaway layup to 
extend the Petersburg lead to 20-
13 at 6:12.

Both teams lost the ball out of 
bounds, then Kump fed Kuyken-
dall for a Yellow Jackets basket in 
the paint at 5:56.

Petersburg went on a 10-0 run 
which included three field goals 
by Cole over the following min-
ute.

During that run, Moorefield 
substituted the entire lineup.

Moorefield hit the rim twice 
and coughed the ball up twice on 
steals by Mayfield and Tawney.

Tingler added a layup at 4:16 
during the Vikings run for a 28-
15 advantage.

Another Moorefield turnover 
was converted into a basket from 
Tingler as the Vikings run contin-
ued for a 30-15 lead with 3:25 to 
go in the third period.

Two more turnovers by the Yel-
low Jackets and the starters were 
back in the game.

The Vikings hit the rim twice 
and Moorefield got steals by 
Kump and Rumer with the latter 
takeaway resulting in a layup by 
Keplinger at 1:02. 30-17.

Kump hauled in a defensive 

rebound, then nailed a perim-
eter bucket to slice the deficit to 
30-20 with 26 seconds left in the 
third frame.

Petersburg was awarded a 
timeout, despite fumbling the 
ball away during a trap.

Mayfield drilled a 3-pointer 
for the Vikings before the buzzer 
sounded to extend the lead to 33-
20.

Petersburg opened the final 
stanza with a steal by Mayfield, 
but the Vikings would miss their 
next two shots.

Addison Kitzmiller stole the 
ball for the Vikings and drew a 
foul for one free throw made.

Mayfield blocked a shot, then 
the Vikings committed a foul.

The Yellow Jackets missed a 
couple field goals and free throws 
over the next minute of action.

Moorefield’s Sydney Rumer 
drew a charge on defense, then 
collected an offensive rebound 
and made a putback to end the 
scoring drought at 5:27 for a 34-
22 score.

Moorefield’s defense forced 
another charge, then failed to 
connect on foul shots and created 
a turnover.

Both teams hit the rim with 
the latter rebound by Mark-
well drawing a foul and two free 
throws made to put the Vikings 
up 36-22 at 4:25.

There were a combined seven 
missed field goals over the next 
three minutes, plus blocks by 
Keplinger and Tawney.

The scoring hiatus came to a 
close with a free throw by Cole 
with 1:29 left.

Moorefield’s CiCi Kump net-
ted a layup on the ensuing pos-
session at 1:12, 37-24.

Petersburg added four points 
in the final minute, while the 
Yellow Jackets committed three 
more turnovers in a 41-24 loss to 
the Vikings.

In junior varsity action, Moore-
field defeated the Vikings 24-13.

Brenna See led the Yellow Jack-
ets with nine points.

Moorefield hosted East Hardy 
yesterday for the Hardy County 
Girls Hardwood Classic.

The Yellow Jackets visit Pend-
leton County tomorrow and trav-
el to Liberty on Saturday.
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Petersburg’s Addison Kitzmiller blocked a Petersburg’s Addison Kitzmiller blocked a 
shot attempt by Moorefield’s Sadie Crites, shot attempt by Moorefield’s Sadie Crites, 
but there was contact in the paint.but there was contact in the paint.

By Carl Holcomb
Moorefield Examiner

Petersburg eradicates Yellow Jackets from Hive

Moorefield’s Kerigan Bergdall leapt for a basket against Petersburg’s Addison Kitzmiller in the Hive.

2024 Class A North-South All-Star 
Volleyball Match at East Hardy

North defeated South in straight sets: 25-
20, 25-13 & 25-22

North All-Star Gold Team Roster:
Rylan Sharp, Trinity Christian

Emma Jenkins, Trinity Christian
Raven Matthews, Tucker County

Addison Armentrout, East Hardy
Chloe Miller, East Hardy

Brooklynn Tinnell, East Hardy
Baylee Beachler, Pendleton County

Lizzie Alt, Pendleton County
Ruby Owens, Clay-Battelle

Coaches:
Marsha Hahn, East Hardy
Chris Hahn, East Hardy

South All-Star Blue Team Roster:
Kyleigh Justice, Tolsia
Amber Stevens, Tolsia

Kierston Rozell, Meadow Bridge
Makenzie Browning, Tug Valley

Sienna McKeever, Magnolia
Emily Besten, Notre Dame
Kaylee Williams, Magnolia

Hayden Funk, Webster County
Kauai Messer, Tug Valley

Coaches:
Greg Chapman

Katie Blankenship 
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Advertising rates in this section: $8.00 first 25 words and 20¢ per word each additional word. Blind ads double the above rates. Display state law. Only 
current paid-up accounts will be allowed to charge classified and/or display advertising. All others must be paid in advance. Political advertising must be 
paid in advance. The Moorefield Examiner assumes no financial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements   only one corrected classified 
insertion can be printed at no charge, so immediate notification regarding incorrect classified advertisements is required. The Moorefield Examiner reserves 
the right to be an unlawful employment practice, unless based on bona fide occupational qualifications or except where based upon applicable security regu-
lations established by the United States or the state of West Virginia for an employer or employment agency to print or circulate or cause to be printed or to 

use in any form or application for employment or to make an inquiry in connection with prospective employment, which expresses the following: Directly 
or indirectly any limitation, specifications or discrimination as to race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical handicap, marital status, sex, 
age or any intent to make such limitation, specification or discrimination. Rentals and Real Estate: Notice: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, disability, 
martial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.” We will not knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

Advertise in the Classifieds | $8 for 25 Words or Less | 20¢ for each word over 25 | Runs in Examiner, Weekender and HardyLive for One Week | Classifieds@MoorefieldExaminer.com

C l a s s i f i e d s

SERVICES
BRIGHT AND SHINING cleaning 
service residential and commer-
cial cleaning, junk removal, yard 
work and more, reliable service 
and reasonable rates. one time 
cleaning or scheduled services. 
Patty Smallwood 540-271-4542 
tfn

SEPTIC TANKS Pumps and por-
table toilets rental. M & M Septic 
Service. Call 304-851-2037. tfn

WATER WELL DRILLING, pump-
ing systems--geothermal systems-
-water conditioning--monitoring 
wells. 5 Generations of experience. 
Frame Drilling. 304- 636-6025. tfn

FOR SALE
MISC

CARPET, VINYL, Laminates, and 
hardwood flooring of all types. C 
& P Carpets Plus, 108 South Fork 
Road. 304-538-6462. Tfn FOR 
RENTMobile Homes

FOR SALE
LAND/LOT/

SHARE
MOBILE HOME lots for rent 
only (No Mobile Homes) at Ce-
dar Manor Mobile Home Park in 
Petersburg, WV. Serious inquires 
may call 304-668-0730. tfn

FOR RENT
VACATION RENTALS

SUNRISE RIDGE- Scenic vaca-
tion rental located in Kirby, WV. 
4bedroom/3 bath. 8 guests maxi-
mum. Registered guests only 
on premises. No pets allowed. 
Non-smoking property. 5 night 
minimum. $325/night plus $250 
cleaning fee. Available between 
12/21/24 and 1/3/25. 304-490-
0714. 12/25

STORAGE
*OLD FIELDS Storage* (Units 
5x10) (10x10) (10x20). Located 
4.5 Miles on Rt. 220 North of 
Moorefield. Call 304-538-3300.  
tfn

MTM STORAGE, 5x10 to 12x24.  

Rt. 55 East of Moorefield and 
South Fork Depot in Moorefield.  
Storage units, retail space, office 
space. 304-530-6707 tfn

HARVEST STORAGE: 5x10, 
10x10, 10x20, over 100 storage 
units in town at 414 Magnolia 
Street. 304-350-2415 or 540-665-
3832. tfn

HELP WANTED
LOST RIVER GRILL is hiring 
cooks for lunch and dinner shifts, 
Flexible hours, good pay. Contact 
Kevin.  410-340-2201.tfn  

The MOOREFIELD/HARDY CO. 
WASTEWATER AUTHORITY is 
accepting applications for the fol-
lowing full-time position with all 
benefits.  Applications for this 
position are available at the Town 
Office at 206 Winchester Avenue 
or online at www.townofmoore-
field.com under Documents.  Ap-
plications will be accepted until 
4:30 P.M. on Jan 31, 2025. 

Maintenance Technician – The 
successful applicant will perform 
and/or supervise maintenance for 
the Moorefield Regional Waste-
water Treatment Plant. Thor-
ough knowledge and skill re-
garding mechanical and electrical 
systems including three phase, 
high voltage and control wiring 
is required.  Master Electrician 
is preferred but not required. A 
more complete job description 
is available upon request.  Con-
tact Tony Dolan at 304.530.7448. 
The Town of Moorefield and the 
Moorefield/Hardy Co. Wastewa-
ter Authority are equal opportu-
nity employers.    

LAWN CARE
BRYANS LAWN AND MAIN-
TENANCE Service. Reasonable 
rates, quality work,and depend-
able service. No job too big or 
small, now booking for snow 
removal and snow plowing. Li-
censed and insured. Free esti-
mates. Call 304-897- 6752 or 
304-490-9673. tfn

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service
(www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia until February 11, 2025 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly
thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Contract Federal Project DescriptionCall State Project
2023160027 STBG-0259 (211)DS316-259-15.75 00011

COUNTY:

RESURFACING

WV 259-GROVER SMITH
HARDY

WV 259-GROVER SMITH

DBE GOAL: 6 % OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

     Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a contractors' license is not required at time of
bid, but will be required before work can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3,
Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the
total bid, whichever is greater.

     The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for
any project designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the date that proposals will be
received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

     The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to
this advertisement, minority business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the
grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

12/25,1/8,1/15

 Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees

 Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been opened for 
probate in the Hardy County Clerk’s 
 Office at 204 Washington Street, Moorefield, WV 26836‑0200. Any 
person seeking to impeach or establish a will 
 must make a complaint in accordance with the provisions of West 
Virginia Code 41‑5‑11 through 13.  Any 
 interested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal repre-
sentative or the venue or jurisdiction of the 
 court, shall file notice of an objection with the County Commission 
within 60 days after the date of the first 
 publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, whichever is 
later.  If an objection is not filed timely, the 
 objection is forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against 
an estate must file them in accordance 
 with West Virginia Code 44‑2 and 44‑3 and/or 44‑1‑14A(10).

        Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary 
 commissioner unless within 60 days from the first publication of this 
notice a reference is requested by a party of 
 interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause is shown to 
support reference to a fiduciary 
 commissioner.  If no reference to a fiduciary commissioner is listed 
herein, claims against the estate(s) 
 must be filed in accordance with West Virginia Code 44‑1‑14A(10).

 First Publication Date: Wednesday, January 8, 2025
 Claim Deadline: Sunday, March 9, 2025

 ESTATE NAME: EVA JANET WOLFE
 CO EXECUTOR GREG C VANCE  101 DOGWOOD ST   MOORE-
FIELD WV 26836‑9527
 CO EXECUTOR JEFF A VANCE  568 DEER TRAIL RD   MOORE-
FIELD WV 26836‑8136

 ESTATE NAME: MICHAEL JOSEPH HORNYAK
 EXECUTOR JESSE EDWIN HORNYAK  1159 JENKINS RUN RD   
MOOREFIELD WV 26836‑8351

 ESTATE NAME: WARREN A HARTHAUSEN SR
 EXECUTRIX CHRISTY SNYDER  7497 US HWY 220 S   MOORE-
FIELD WV 26836‑8399
 ATTORNEY NATHAN H WALTERS    PO BOX 119 204 NORTH ELM 
STREET  MOOREFIELD WV 26836‑0119

 ESTATE NAME: FRANKLIN DELANO QUATTRO
 EXECUTRIX ALLISON A QUATTRO BLAHUT  930 WINDRIVER DR   
SYKESVILLE MD 21784‑5528

 ESTATE NAME: BARBARA HARRIS CALL
 EXECUTRIX NOVALE T FOWLER  236 HOPELESS LANE   MOORE-
FIELD WV 26836‑9063
 ATTORNEY NATHAN H WALTERS  WALTERS, HEISHMAN & 
VANCE, PLLC  PO BOX 119 204 NORTH ELM 
 STREET  MOOREFIELD WV 26836‑0119

 ESTATE NAME: CHARLES EDWARD LOOK JR
 EXECUTRIX LAUREL F LOOK  1259 TROUT RUN ROAD   WAR-
DENSVILLE WV 26851‑8010

 ESTATE NAME: MARJORIE LEONA FLINN
 EXECUTOR GARY JEWELL  1580 PROTER RD   CASSATT SC 
29032‑9274

 
 Subscribed and sworn to before me on 01/02/2025 

 Loretta L. Humbertson
 Clerk of the Hardy County Commission

1/8,1/15

1/8,1/15

NOTICE OF SALE

In accordance with the storage space rental 
agreement(s) by and between Hardman’s 
Mini Storage and Charity Garber, Unit 2, 
Charity Berg, Unit 12 and Heidi Fields, Unit 
20, the contents of these storage unit(s) will 
be sold at a public sale to the highest bidder 
commencing at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, January 
25, 2025 with the viewing of the unit(s) 
starting five minutes prior to bidding of each 
unit.  The sale of the above described property 
will be made without warranty.  Hardmans 
reserves the right (1) to bid at the sale, (2) to 
reject bids at the public sale, (3) to continue 
such sale to any other time and place by an-
nouncement of such continuance at the time 
and place set forth herein.  Auction will take 
place at 131 North Main Street, Moorefield, 
WV.  Fred C Hardman, Counsel for Hard-
man’s Mini Storage.

1/15,1/22

 I, Loretta L Humbertson, Hardy County 
Clerk, do hereby affirm that the Hardy Coun-
ty Commission, did on the 07th day of March 
2023, by motion, second and vote to approve 
the allocation of $65,000.00 to the Hardy 
County Emergency Ambulance Authority; be-
ing from Fund #019 – Hardy County Special 
Emergency Ambulance Service Fee; being an 
auto pay, as long as funds are available, and 
further it was decided in October 2024 to 
include the $10,000.00 per month payment 
that was going to West Hardy EMS, thereby 
making the total payment $75,000.00 from 
Fund 019. On January 7, 2025 the Hardy 
County Commission by motion, second and 
vote to approve the monthly total allocation 
to be distributed as an automatic payment, 
as long as funds are available, beginning with 
the March 2025 payment, as the February 
2025 payment has been previously advanced 
January 7,  2025.

                                                                     
_______________________________

                                                         Loretta L. 
Humbertson

1/15,1/22

 Notice of Ancillary Filing without any 
Administration to Creditors, Distributees 

& Legatees

 Notice is hereby given that the following 
foreign will or affidavit of heirs has been filed 
in the Hardy County Clerk’s 
 Office at 204 Washington Street, Room 111 
Moorefield, WV 26836‑0200,  and no appoint-
ment or administration is 
 being made pursuant to the provisions of 
West Virginia Code 41‑5‑13.

 An interested person(s) objecting to the filing 
of the foreign will or affidavit or objecting to 
the absence of appointment 
 or administration being made in this state 

must file a statement with the Hardy County 
Commission through the 
 County Clerk’s Office at the address listed 
above within 60 days after the date of first 
publication or 30 days of 
 service of the notice, whichever is later. If an 
objection is not timely filed, the objection is 
forever barred. The Hardy 
 County Commission upon receiving any 
timely objection thereto shall schedule a hear-
ing or hearings thereon and 
 order relief, if any, it considers proper includ-
ing, but not limited to, an order directing that 
full and complete ancillary 
 administration of the estate of the nonresi-
dent decedent be made in this state.
 First Publication Date: Wednesday, January 

15, 2025

 DATE FILED 01/08/2025  
 ESTATE NAME: MICHAEL WAYNE BARR
 7945 BLACKWARLNUT RUN ROAD
 RHOADESVILLE VA 22542
 AFFIANT JAMES PAUL GEARY II
 PO BOX 218
 PETERSBURG WV 26847‑0218

  Subscribed and sworn to before me on 
01/08/2025 

 Loretta L. Humbertson
 Clerk of the Hardy County Commission

1/15,1/22

Purgitsville, WV 26852
Licensed & Insured   
#WV042472

304-851-6624
FREE ESTIMATES

REMODELING, 
GARAGES, ROOFING, 

SIDING, DECKS, PONDS, 
DITCHES, TREE 

SERVICE, DEMOLITION, SERVICE, DEMOLITION, 
STUMP GRINDING,  

DRIVEWAYS, SHALE, 
GRAVEL ETC.



8	 Wednesday January 15, 2025	 MOOREFIELD EXAMINER	

THURSDAY NIGHT MENS 
LEAGUE12/26/2024 TEAM 

STANDINGS: 
Deep 47 – 25, Vetter’s 

Mini Mart 42 – 30, Strike-
force 42 – 30, Vetter’s Guns 
& Ammo 38 – 34, Peters-

burg Oil Company 38 – 34, 
Chillmers 35 – 37, Golden 

Lanes 35 – 37;HIGH GAME 
(SCRATCH): Cohan Kesner 

269, Eddie Baldwin 246, 
Bradley Vetter 239, Evan 
Kesner 238, Jon Hedrick 

234; (HANDICAP): Danny 
Kesner 300, Eddie Baldwin 

290, Cohan Kesner 281, 
Travis Cook 276, Bradley 
Vetter 270;HIGH SERIES 
(SCRATCH): Cohan Kes-

ner 752, Bradley Vetter 
661, Jon Hedrick 628, Larry 
Ware 604, Eddie Baldwin 

596; (HANDICAP): Cohan 
Kesner 788, Bradley Vet-
ter 754, Larry Ware 730, 

Eddie Baldwin 728, Travis 
Cook 726;HIGH AVER-

AGE: Cohan Kesner 218.54, 
Don Himelright 208.37, 
Tyler Halterman 201.48, 
Zachary Arbaugh 200.17, 
Evan Kesner 199.43, Gary 

Leatherman 199.39;THURS-
DAY NIGHT MENS 

LEAGUE01/02/2025 TEAM 
STANDINGS: Balls Deep 

48 – 28, Vetter’s Mini 
Mart 45 – 31, Strikeforce 
43 – 33, Vetter’s Guns & 

Ammo 41 – 35, Chillm-
ers 39 – 37, Petersburg Oil 
Company 39 – 37, Golden 

Lanes 38 – 38;HIGH GAME 
(SCRATCH): Zachary 

Arbaugh 280, Evan Kes-
ner 245, Jon Hedrick 244, 
Eddie Baldwin 2341, Co-

han Kesner 234; (HANDI-
CAP): Zachary Arbaugh 

307, Nate Travis 286, Eddie 
Baldwin 283, Evan Kes-

ner 272, Harry Timbrook 
271, Eric Hartman 271, Jon 

Hedrick 271;HIGH SE-
RIES (SCRATCH): Zachary 
Arbaugh 689, Jon Hedrick 

658, Evan Kesner 650, Gary 
Leatherman 628, Josh Ar-
baugh 607; (HANDICAP): 
Zachary Arbaugh 770, Nate 
Travis 760, Jon Hedrick 739, 
Travis Cook 737, Chris Kes-
ner 736;HIGH AVERAGE: 
Cohan Kesner 216.75, Don 
Himelright 208.37, Zachary 
Arbaugh 202.13, Tyler Hal-
terman 200.95, Evan Kesner 
200.33, Jon Hedrick 200.25;

Golden Lanes Bowling Petersburg

DISPATCH POSITION AVAILABLE
Hardy County E-911 

is accepting applications for one FULL-TIME 
dispatch position with benefits.

An application may be picked up at the 
Hardy County E-911 Center any day or time.

Please direct any questions regarding the position 
available to Paul Lewis, Director or Tammy Gilhuys, 

Deputy Director at 530-0291.

Additional locations in: 
FRANKLIN • KEYSER • PETERSBURG • ROMNEY
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608 N Main Street Moorefield, WV 26836

EAR CANAL EXAM

HEARING SCREENING

HEARING AID DEMO

(304) 935-5831

STACIA DEMOSS, AU.D., CCC-A
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

TODD ELLIFRITZ, HIS
HEARING INSTRUMENT  

SPECIALIST

JASON KAPOSY, BC-HIS
OWNER, BOARD CERTIFIED  

HEARING INSTRUMENT  
SPECIALIST

Start your year with a visit to Heritage Hearing  
for our New Year Hearing Event.  

Call today to schedule your FREE appointment to receive an 
ear canal exam, hearing screening and hearing aid demo.

We are committed to helping you hear your  
best and live your life to the fullest.  

Happy New Year from your Heritage Hearing family!

FREEFREE
NEW YEAR 

HEARING EVENT
JAN 20th - JAN 24th

Call today to schedule your appointment!

www.heritagehearingwv.com

If you weren’t sure about Dar-
ian DeVries’ coaching ability af-
ter the Bahamas tournament run, 
you should be there now. DeVries 
pulled off an accomplishment no 
other WVU coach has: he beat 
Kansas at Phog Allen Field House. 
WVU has had some good teams 
travel to Kansas, but they always 
came back with a loss (and usu-
ally a ridiculously lopsided free 
throw margin for the Jayhawks).

This year, it looked like it would 
be a tough Big 12 opener for the 
Mountaineers. First, their plane 
was delayed with mechanical is-
sues. Then they were without two 
of their best players so far: Tucker 
DeVries (still out with his upper 
body injury), and Amani Hans-
berry (who hurt his ankle during 
the previous game and was in a 
walking boot). And Kansas did get 
their share of favorable ref calls 
and had a large free throw advan-
tage yet again. BUT… West Vir-
ginia jumped out to an early lead, 
and never trailed. Kansas staged 
a comeback in the second half, 
and managed to tie up the game 
with under 20 seconds to go. At 
this point many Mountaineer fans 

were braced for yet another heart-
breaking loss at Kansas, but this 
time, WVU made a key free throw 
late, and held on for a 62-61 win.

They followed that up with a 
dominating 69-50 win over Okla-
homa State in Morgantown. They 
led by an amazing 46-19 margin 
at the half, and cruised through 
the second half for the relatively 
easy win.

Things will be a lot tougher 
from here. For one, WVU is now 
a known quantity – teams will 
take WVU very seriously and are 
unlikely to look past the Moun-
taineers. Also, there are a lot of 
good teams in the Big 12. WVU 
hosted Arizona last night, who 
will want to avenge their over-
time loss to WVU in the Bahamas 
(they are also playing better now 
than they were back then). Then 
they have to travel to Colorado to 
face a good Buffalo team, and deal 
with the altitude in Boulder. Then 
they have a pair of top 10 oppo-
nents: at Houston and hosting 
Iowa State. The Mountaineers are 
extremely unlikely to get through 
those four games undefeated, 
but solid performances in those 

games (and if they 
split them 2-2) will be a very good 
sign.

I mentioned the altitude at 
Colorado for a reason, because 
it seemed to affect the women’s 
team. They lost their first confer-
ence game of the season at Colo-
rado. They led pretty comfortably 
at half time, but saw some of that 
lead slip away in the third quarter, 
and then fell apart in the fourth 
quarter. They did bounce back 
with a blowout win over UCF in 
their conference home opener and 
a double digit win over BYU, and 
remain solidly in the top 20 rank-
ings.

The football team is filling out 
their coaching staff. Overall, the 
hires seem pretty good on pa-
per. Two coaches: Blaine Stewart 
(who will be a receivers coach), 
and Chad Scott (running backs) 
are staying on from Neal Brown’s 
staff. Perhaps the most important 
hire is the defensive coordinator, 
and WVU managed to pry Zac Al-
ley away from Oklahoma, where 
he was co-Defensive Coordinator. 
He is young but experienced, and 
did overlap with Rich Rodriguez 
at Jacksonville State. He believes 
in forcing turnovers and bring-
ing pressure, which is something 
WVU has had issues with recent-
ly.

Notes: The upcoming men’s 
basketball schedule: this Sunday 
(Jan 12) at Colorado, 3:00pm 
on ESPN Plus, at Houston on 
Wednesday Jan 15, 8:00pm on 
ESPN Plus…Home against Iowa 
State next Saturday (Jan 18) at 
5:00pm on ESPN Plus, and home 
against Arizona State next Tues-
day (Jan 21), 9:00pm on CBS 
Sports Network…The #22 wres-
tling team is getting ready to face 
quite a gauntlet over the

next few weeks: they have 
matches against #13 Iowa State 
(1/8), #18 Pitt (1/12), at #21 
Oklahoma (1/17), at #3 Okla-
homa State (1/19), at #19 Mis-
souri (1/26), and #10 Northern 
Iowa (2/1). That is six straight 
matches against Top 25 teams…
The gymnastics team opened its 
season with a win over Temple. 
They scored 193.6, in which they 
had three good events, and one 
bad one on balance beam. Once 
they get that squared away, they 
should be in good shape for a sol-
id season.

2025 Live at the Hive
Moorefield Youth Wrestling hosted the Keyser Storm, Mountain Ridge Minors and Berkeley Junior 
Wrestling teams last Saturday at Moorefield High School for the Live at the Hive Youth Wrestling Tour-
nament. This is one of the four tournaments needed to qualify for the state tournament. Full photo 
collection can be found on www.moorefieldexaminer.photoreflect.com.


