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Combined Community Effort the Catalyst For
Successful MMS Track Rehabilitation

By Stephen Smoot

Track season, at least after the
first few weeks, sees student-ath-
letes sprinting, hurdling, leaping,
and throwing under the warm
springtime sun.

The weather for last week’s
ceremony of appreciation for the
repairs of the track at Moorefield
Middle School, temperatures just
above freezing, icy winds, and
driving rain, could not have pro-
vided more of a contrast.

The warm expressions of ap-
preciation to the team effort that
it took to make the day happen,
however, added light to a dreary
day.

Logan Moyers spoke at the
event on behalf of the Moorefield
Athletic Boosters, whose tireless
efforts played a vital role in orga-
nizing support.

He shared that the nearly quar-
ter of a century old track only of-
fered a bare asphalt surface for
the first six or seven years. Be-
tween six and seven years later,
the track received a rubberized
surface and was rededicated in
memory of William Deal Hunt.

Once improved for the safety
of runners, the track experienced
heavy use. Besides the track com-
petitions held there, the West
Virginia National Guard and law

REPRESENTATIVE

Rilev ™5

Riley Moore, who also served as West Virginia Treasurer and
member of yhe House of Delegates from Jefferson County, took
last Friday the oath of office for his new role as United States
Representative for the First District. He is pictured here with
wife Mina. Moore takes over the seat vacated by Alex Mooney
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enforcement agencies used it for
training. Also, it serves as a cen-
ter for those trying to get health-
ier through exercise.

As Moyers described, fairly
quickly, the heavy use of the sur-
face rubbed off the rubberiza-
tion in some areas. Some lanes
could not be safely used and area
schools started to decline invita-
tions to meets there.

“Enough was enough,” Moyers
stated.

“The Boosters took the ini-
tiative to get the track resurfac-
ing project off the ground,” he
then said. They met with Hardy

continued on page 4
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Public Health Officials Stress Low
Risk to Humans From Avian Flu

Outbreak, But Stress ‘“Vigilance”

By Stephen Smoot

Despite the sporadic outbreaks
of the Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza H5N1  strain over
the past year, the United States
Centers for Disease Control on
Christmas Eve shared that “the
risk to the general public has not
changed and remains low.”

Over the past several months,
the CDC has studied a Louisiana
case where a farm worker
contracted the virus. They
determined that the virus in the
patient mutated slightly after
infection as it interacted with
his body, but that the changes
were not significant and “closely
related to existing” strains that
“could be used to make vaccines
if needed.”

Last May, the CDC issued
guidance concerning the
potential for humans to contract
the virus. It read “infected birds
shed avian influenza viruses
through their saliva, mucous,
and feces.”

That said, other animals can
contract the virus and transmit
it. As the CDC states, “other
animals infected with avian
influenza viruses may have virus
present in respiratory secretions,
different organs, blood, or in
other body fluids, including
animal milk.”

Jessica Hoover, a West Virginia
University = Extension  Agent
based in Pendleton County, urged
that “if milk is unpasteurized, it
can be transmitted through . ..
raw milk” to humans. The CDC
concurs, saying that “Anyone,
even healthy adults, can get sick
from drinking raw milk.”

The virus can also transmit to
humans through the eyes, nose,
the mouth, or through inhaling
it. The CDC states that “this
can happen when virus is in the
air (in droplets, small aerosol
particles, or possibly dust)” A
person can ingest the virus if it
deposits on mucous membranes,
if breathed in, “or possibly when
touches something

a person

contaminated by viruses and
then touches their mouth, eyes,
or nose.”

The H5NI1 strain emerged
in 2020 with what the CDC
calls “gene swapping” between
viruses in domestic poultry and
wild birds. Europe saw the strain
initially and from there it spread
across the Eastern Hemisphere.
That year, five humans in China
contracted the virus.

Wild foxes in Russia and the
Baltic states were also discovered
to have it in 2021. By the next
year, it was blamed for the death
of large numbers of sea lions on
the Peru coast and was found in
commercial turkeys in the United
States.

Last month, the New England
Journal of Medicine published
an article on the increasing
frequency of humans contracting
H5N1. It states that “most
case patients presented with
conjunctivitis, almost half with
fever, and a minority with mild
respiratory symptoms.”

The most severe case came in
Canada with a 13 year old girl
already experiencing asthma
and obesity. She “presented
with conjunctivitis and fever and
had progression to respiratory
failure.”

Because of the rarity of such
cases, as the NEJM states
“the CDC still designates the
risk of HPAI A (H5N1) to
most Americans as low” and
vaccines are available if the
threat elevates. It goes on to say,
however, that “a balance between
enhanced vigilance and ‘business
as usual’ is needed” because “the
past weeks have seen more cases
detected in more states as well
as more persons with respiratory
illness acquired through
exposure to poultry or from an
unknown source.”

The CDC states that it is
“watching the situation carefully
and working with states to
monitor people with animal
exposures.”
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Old Christmas and Three
Kings: Why January 6 Reigns
Supreme Across Many Cultures

By Stephen Smoot

On the twelfth day of Christ-
mas, a truelove gave her beloved
a gift. Whatever it was, she pre-
sented it on Jan. 6.

The modern world focuses on
Dec. 25 as the day to celebrate
the birthday of Jesus Christ. In-
dividuals and families celebrate
their faith while children young

E e

This Nativity scene in Puerto Rico is

and old playfully reenact the
Santa Claus rituals of leaving out
cookies and milk. The recognized
holiday season lasts through the
modern Saturnalia of New Year’s
Eve. By New Year’s Day, many
have boxed up the decorations,
taken down the tree, and moved
on.

Outside of the commercial
holiday calendar, however, Chris-

A
.

way i

n which pe

tians in a broad spectrum of cul-
tures still see Jan. 6 as one of the
most important of religious days,
but for quite different reasons.

On the Christian calendar,
Jan. 6 is called Epiphany, which
means in Greek “appearance.”
On this day, the Magi came from
the East to visit Christ and deliv-
er gifts. Many cultures have

continued on page 4
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ople of Spanish heritage

celebrate and honor Three Kings Day, known in parts of West Virginia traditionally as “Old Christmas.”
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By Stephen Smoot

Last week, a backyard flock of
chickens in Pocahontas County
tested positive for the virus
called Highly Pathogenic Avi-
an Flu, specifically the H5N1
strain that has caused concern
throughout the country.

This represents the second
case discovered in West Vir-
ginia. Another backyard flock in
Kanawha County contained the
initial case for the Mountain
State last February.

Jessica Hoover, a West Vir-
ginia  University Extension
agent based in Pendleton Coun-
ty, shared that most likely, the
backyard flock contracted the
virus from wild birds.

Beth Southern, Communi-
cations Director for the West
Virginia Department of Ag-
riculture, stated in a release
yesterday that “the diagnosis
was made following a field in-
vestigation, sample collection,
and testing at WVDA’s Animal
Health NAHLN lab in Moore-
field.”

NAHLN stands for “Nation-
al Animal Health Laboratory

West Virginia Department of
Agriculture Issues Guidance In
Resnonse to Area Avian Flu Discovery

Network.” It is part of a United
States Department of Agricul-
ture “network of animal dis-
ease diagnostic laboratories that
provides ongoing surveillance,
responds quickly to disease
events, communicates diagnos-
tic outcomes to decision makers,
and has the capability and capac-
ity to meet diagnostic needs dur-
ing animal disease outbreaks.”

The WVDA, following its
emergency action plan, immedi-
ately placed “the affected prem-
ises” under quarantine and “de-
populated” the birds “to prevent
disease spread.” These measures
“help to ensure the safety and
integrity of the commercial food
supply.”

Officials from the WVDA also
notified industry partners, West
Virginia State health officials,
and Commonwealth of Virginia
agricultural officials. The State
will continue to follow estab-
lished protocols, “ensuring the
protection of the industry.”

WVDA officials also shared a
list of precautions that poultry
owners should follow to protect
their own birds, as well as those
of surrounding growers.

These include:

Limit, monitor, and record any
movement of people, vehicles,
or animals on or off the farm.

Permit only essential workers
and vehicles to enter the farm.

Avoid visiting other poultry
farms or unnecessary travel off
the farm.

Disinfect equipment, vehicles,
footwear, and other items in
contact with flocks.

Keep flocks away from wild or
migratory birds, especially wa-
terfowl.

Isolate any ill animals and
contact your veterinarian imme-
diately.

Poultry owners should report
unusual death loss, a drop in egg
production, or any sick domestic
birds to WVDA’s Animal Health
Division at 304-558-2214.

As Southern explains, “Avian
influenza is an airborne respi-
ratory virus that spreads easily
among chickens through nasal
and eye secretions, as well as
manure. The virus also infects
a wide variety of other birds, in-
cluding wild migratory water

continued on page 4
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Time to Roll Back One of the Worst Toficy ‘Decisions in “US Q—[i’story

By Stephen Smoot

A half-century ago a brazen, but unknown, reporter for a
local New York City ABC affiliate made a journalistic choice
that would end a long held policy concerning the mentally ill
and, at the same time, rocket his career to a star status that he
still enjoys today.

Geraldo Rivera, with help from disgusted facility doctors,
smuggled himself and a cameraman under the fence of the
Willowbrook State School. Not a psychiatric hospital per se,
it became the home of up to 6,000 adults and children with
varying levels of disabilities.

“Children, naked on the floor and smeared with their own
feces . . “ was how Rivera opened the television report, naked
and half clothed children wandering in the dark like zombies,
fearful and wailing.

Bracketed with powerful cultural expressions about
residential mental health facilities from the 1948 classic “The
Snake Pit” to “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” in 1975,
scandals and stories alike turned Americans against the ideal
of residential psychiatric hospitals.

For the State of West Virginia, the flagship mental health
residential facility operated in Weston. Originally called the
Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum when first conceived before
the Civil War, it carried the less unattractive moniker of
Weston State Hospital for most of its operational existence.

At its peak, it held 2,400 residential patients.

The prospect of experiencing haunted hallways and ghostly
apparitions of the dead who cannot rest draws tourists to
the gigantic structure - which resembles something of both a
palace and a fortress.

The facility closed in 1994, part of a wave of such closures
across the United States from the 1960s through the end of
the century.

A federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration study showed that significant changes had
occurred. From 1950 to 2010, the population of those in
residential psychiatric and mental health facilities dropped
from approximately 560,000 to 60,764 on April 30, 2010/

At the same time, however, the prison and jail population
expanded considerably. The population of the nation almost
doubled from 151 million in 1950 to 309 million in 2010. In
those decades, the population of the incarcerated rose from
a total of just over 171,000 men and women in 1950 to 1.6
million men and women in state and federal installations in
2010.

Additionally, last January, the United States Department
of Housing and Urban Development counted over 771,000
homeless across the United States, though that number is
certainly higher.

Also, a 2022 survey by the National Institutes of Mental
Health showed that perhaps 15.1 million Americans
experience some sort of severe mental illness.

The residential psychiatric hospital system as it once existed
had serious issues.

WBOY recently quoted historian Titus Swan about life
inside the institution. He said that stories of people simply
abandoned on the grounds rarely occurred. Instead “there was
always due process involved, so it starts there.” He shared
that the hospital had a mixed record of treatment, that many
turned out differently than they went in, but some had a
positive experience, while others definitely did not.

Patients came in for a number of reasons, the farther back
one goes in its history, the stranger some of the ailments seem.
Modern eyes might pick out combat trauma from “decoyed
into the army” or “exposure in the army,” or depression from
“death of sons in the war.” Others might show what would be
called today obsessive and/or compulsive behaviors.

By the 20th century, Weston also took in chronic drug
addicts.

A mixed record would offer light years more improvement
over the prospects faced by those today who would have been
in Weston - or most other facilities - 70 years ago.

When the old residential psychiatric facilities closed, the
needs of the State and the desires of progressive-minded
people coincided. State governments, who usually operated
the hospitals, spent vast sums on them, even though
they generally remained underfunded and understaffed.
Progressive-minded individuals imagined that life could
be better for most patients outside of walls that tended to
institutionalize, rather than cure, patients.

States saw closing the hospitals as a way to save money
with progressive-minded people believed that releasing the
patients gave them a more compassionate fate.

Patients thus had to go out in the world to contend with
both their mental health problems and also figuring out how
to navigate what most would call a typical adult functioning
world. Some could go to families for help and shelter, and this
was seen as a viable replacement for residential care.

What really happened was that patients with severe illness
and/or addictions went out into society with instructions on
how to obtain treatment and a handful of pills. Their lives
would be their own responsibility - or the responsibility of
whatever family or friends would care for them.

Instead of getting care from loved ones or support from
community resources, increasingly the most challenged cases
ended up in jail or on the streets. If they disliked the effects

of their medication, they either went without or found illicit
substances that may have helped with some problems, but
brought many more dangers.

They also more often overwhelmed their family supports
and created more issues affecting more people in this way.
Family is rarely trained to provide expert care and, in too
many cases, their resources were stretched to the limit even
before taking on the responsibility of caring for someone with
a serious illness.

Mental illness and drug addiction cases often form a Venn
diagram with a great deal of overlap. The presence of one
tends to make the other even more prevalent. Society tends
to underestimate the ability of addicts to break their chains,
even with strong support.

It’s time to rethink how America treats the chronically
mentally ill and/or drug addicted. Compassion was lost long
ago as the mentally ill and addicted gravitated from, in many
cases, safe and secure facilities to prison, to the streets, to bad
relationships where people take advantage, or even worse.

Many addicts and the mentally ill need structure that life
in a free society cannot provide. Rules, structured schedules,
a safe place to sleep, nutritious food, and treatment can help
many live fulfilling lives within the boundaries imposed by
their condition and the requirements of safety. The freedoms
that others use to make choices everyday intimidate, rather
than liberate, them.

They need the structure. They need safety and stability.
They need the return of residential facilities as part of helping
them find the right equilibrium in their lives.

Rebuilding the residential hospital system will impose a
lot of cost. That said, millions of people homeless, in prison,
committing crimes, enduring poor health, and a myriad of
other problems that they cannot deal with also impose costs
that taxpayers, one way or another, have to pay.

If the choice is made to return to this system, like repatriating
illegal aliens, it will take time. Priorities should lay in bringing
in those who have the lowest capability of function or pose
the most threat to themselves and others. Then gradually
expand capacity and resources until the need is met, a process
that would likely take decades.

Fortunately, the State would have options. It could start
with the former United States Navy Base at Sugar Grove in
Pendleton County, currently owned by a private consortium
looking for tenants.

States tried to do the right thing when they closed these
hospitals and no one could predict the social disaster that
would come of it. It’s time to address the problem by reversing
course on residential psychiatric institutions.

Tuis Week iv WV Historv J

Charleston WV —The following
events happened on these dates
in West Virginia history. To read
more, go to e-WV: The West
Virginia Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Jan. 8, 1866: William Gustavus
Conley was born near Kingwood
in Preston County. Conley was
West Virginia’s 18th governor,
serving from 1929 to 1933.

Jan. 8, 1919: The West Virginia
legislature ratified the U.S.
constitution’s 18th Amendment
in the Senate, 26-0, and in the
House, 81-3. West Virginia
was the 21st state to ratify it.
National prohibition went into
effect under the Volstead Act on
January 16, 1920.

Jan. 8, 1926: Comedian
Soupy Sales was born Milton
Supman. Raised in Huntington

and graduating from Marshall
College  (now  University),
he achieved fame as a wacky
television personality.

Jan. 9, 1911: Louise McNeill
was born on the family farm
in Pocahontas County. She
was appointed poet laureate
by Governor Jay Rockefeller in
1979, holding that title until her
death in 1993.

Jan. 9, 1986: The first instant
“scratch” lottery tickets were
sold in West Virginia. Voters had
approved the lottery amendment
to the state constitution two
years before.

Jan. 9, 2014: Hazardous
chemicals  were discovered
leaking into the Elk River,

contaminating the water supply
for a nine-county region.
Jan. 10, 1846: Wetzel County

was created from a part of Tyler
County. It was named for Indian
fighter Lewis Wetzel.

Jan. 10, 1860: Webster County
was created from parts of
Braxton, Nicholas, and Randolph
counties. The county was named
for Daniel Webster.

Jan. 10, 1923: Musician
“Curly” Ray Cline was born
in Baisden, Logan County. He
was one of the most significant
bluegrass fiddlers from West
Virginia from 1938 until his
retirement in 1993.

Jan. 10, 1925: Judge Elizabeth
Virginia Hallanan was born
in Charleston. She was West
Virginia’s first female federal
court judge.

Jan. 10, 1928: Gov. Howard
Gore appointed Minnie
Buckingham Harper to fill the

unexpired term of her husband,
E. Howard Harper. She was the
first Black woman to serve as a
member of a state legislative
body in the United States.

Jan. 10, 1940: The Pond
Creek No. 1 mine at Bartley in
McDowell County exploded.
The blast killed 91 miners, with
another 47 escaping. Rescue
teams worked five days to
retrieve the bodies, but found no
additional miners alive.

Jan. 11, 1865: Confederate
forces under General Rosser
burned the covered bridge at
Beverly. Bridge builder Lemuel
Chenoweth rebuilt the damaged
span in 1872-73.

Jan. 11, 1873: Dwight W.
Morrow was born in Huntington.
Morrow was a financier, diplomat
and U.S. senator, representing

New Jersey.

Jan. 11, 1893: U.S. Senator
Harley Martin Kilgore was born
in rural Harrison County. Kilgore
served as a senator from West
Virginia from 1940 until his
death in 1952.

Jan. 12, 1869: Newspaperman
Herschel Coombs Ogden was
born near Fairmont. In 1888,
he relocated to Wheeling and
entered the newspaper business.

Jan. 13, 1905: Joseph H. Diss
Debar died in Philadelphia. A
supporter of the movement to
create West Virginia, Diss Debar
was commissioned in 1863 to
design the Great Seal of West
Virginia.

Jan. 14, 1842: Marion County
was established and named after
Revolutionary War hero Francis
Marion. Middletown was chosen

as the county seat, but the name
was changed to Fairmont the
following year.

Jan. 14, 1873: The first session
of the Glenville Branch of the
State Normal School began in the
old Gilmer County courthouse.
In 1943, the legislature changed
the name to Glenville State
College.

e-WV: The West Virginia
Encyclopedia is a project of
the West Virginia Humanities
Council. For more information
contact the West Virginia
Humanities Council, 1310
Kanawha Blvd. E., Charleston,
WV 25301; (304)  346-
8500; or visit e-WV at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

WeLcons 10 2025

By Charlotte R. Lane
Chairman Public Service
Commission of West Virginia

Welcome to the new year.

The future looks better for
developments in West Virginia,
with a change in administration
taking place in Washington.

Our Commission has engaged
in several battles over the past
year with the Environmental
Protection Agency. Those
disagreements primarily involved
proposed  federal  pollution
regulations, many adversely
affecting our coal-fired plants.

All of them ended up in court,
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and we lost most, if not all, of
the first rounds of arguments.
Regardless of one’s stance on
pollution controls, coal still
remains a vital part of the energy
makeup of West Virginia.

Our concern in each of these
instances was that increasingly
harsh rules, which in some cases
included questionable solutions,
would prematurely shut down
our coal-fired electricity plants.

Those plants are the backbone
of ensuring electric reliability.

Get Your Newspaper

These plants are essential for
the regional electrical grid, of
which we are a part, along with
a dozen other states and the
District of Columbia.

In many of these lawsuits, I
gave sworn statements relating
to the damage the EPA proposals
will have on reliability.

I would like to reiterate that
neither I nor our Commission is
against permitting nontraditional
energy sources to operate in
West Virginia.

Online at
Hardylive.com
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HELPFUL

If you are not aware, our
Commission has never turned
down an alternative-energy
source application. We welcome
all applications, as I have said

repeatedly.
America’s appetite for energy,
particularly  electricity,  has

always been robust, and every
indication suggests that the need
for additional energy will remain
strong well into the future.

We need to ensure that we have
a steady source for supplying
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that energy, while also exploring
any and all means of supply. No
question, we should always be
on the lookout for improving the
systems we have.

So, I just wanted to say that
I look forward to 2025 with
you, and I hope, as does our
Commission and all its staff, that
this will be a good year for our
state, our nation, our economy,
and, most especially, for you.
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Justice Wooton to Serve as Chief Justice in 2025

CHARLESTON, W.Va. - The
Supreme Court of Appeals of West
Virginia today announced Justice
William R. “Bill” Wooton has been
designated to serve as chief justice
during 2025.

“I am honored to be selected
by my colleagues to serve as chief
justice in the coming year and look

forward to this opportunity to lead
our judicial branch,” Justice Woo-
ton said. “West Virginia is unique
in that we rotate our chief justice
every year. I believe this helps
strengthen our Court by allowing
each of the five justices to share
in the administrative work of the
judicial branch while bringing our

own individual perspectives to its
leadership.”

Elected in 2020 to a 12-year
term which began Jan. 1, 2021,
this will be Justice Wooton’s first
year serving as chief justice. He
succeeds current Chief Justice Tim
Armstead, who served as chief jus-
tice in 2020 and 2024.

“I'm proud of what we ac-
complished in 2024, including
our efforts to make magistrate
court records more accessible by
launching an online search portal
as well as the work we began to-
ward clarifying the role of guard-
ians ad litem in abuse and neglect
matters,” Chief Justice Armstead
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Unveils New Brand ldentity
New Year, New Brand: A Fresh Start for
Hope and Recovery in West Virginia

WEST VIRGINIA (January
2, 2025) - West Virginia First
Foundation (WVFF) is proud to
announce the launch of its new
brand identity - the ButterFFly -
a powerful symbol of its commit-
ment to hope and recovery for all
West Virginians.

At the heart of the new brand
is a redesigned logo that reflects
WVFF’s mission, vision, and
guiding principles. The logo fea-
tures a monarch butterfly, West
Virginia’s state butterfly, sym-
bolizing transformation, resil-
ience, and renewal. The butter-
fly’s wings are designed to subtly

)

Mike Hall started his 40-year
career with the company on De-
cember 27, 1984 when it was
Rockingham Coop. His first job
at the plant was in a small Breast
Debone department with only
seven or eight employees. The
department was later moved to
Broadway, VA. After working in
debone he worked in the Cut up
department for a short time until
the roof fell in the Cut up area. He
volunteered to help to repair the
roof and since then he has been
officially a Maintenance employee.
Mike said he likes working in the
Maintenance department, it keeps
him busy performing a variety of
tasks and does not get repetitive
during the day.

I asked Mike what has changed

Multiple Hardy County resi-
dents achieved academic honors
during the Fall 2024 semester at
Eastern West Virginia Commu-
nity and Technical College.

Earning President’s List hon-
ors, which requires completing
12 or more credit hours this fall
with a 4.0 grade point average,
were county residents Chloe
Barr, Nathaniel Davy, Amber
Delawder, Dessanne Harkless,
Lillianna Johnson, Noah Merritt,

form the shape of two “F’s” for
First Foundation, reinforcing the
organization’s identity.

Traditionally orange, the mon-
arch butterfly in the WVFF logo
has been reimagined in purple,
with the purple gradually over-
taking the orange. Purple is the
designated color for overdose
and recovery awareness, making
it a fitting choice to represent
WVFF’s focus on healing and
hope.

“As the orange of the monarch
gives way to purple, it mirrors
the transformation we envision
for West Virginia: a journey of

healing, renewal, and progress,”
said Jonathan Board, Executive
Director of West Virginia First
Foundation. “This brand is more
than just a logo; it tells a story
of strength, resilience, and hope,
while serving as a repository of
wisdom for West Virginia—hon-
oring where we’ve been and lay-
ing the foundation for a healthi-
er, stronger future.”

The Foundation’s new tagline,
“Transforming Lives, Inspir-
ing Hope,” captures the essence
of its mission. It represents the
hope WVFF offers today and
the lasting change it is working

to create for future generations.
Just as the butterfly undergoes a
metamorphosis, WVFF fosters
transformation in the lives of in-
dividuals and families, laying the
foundation for a stronger, more
resilient West Virginia.

“This new brand finally gives
us a flag to rally around, a symbol
we can carry as we work together
to address one of the greatest
challenges our state has ever
faced,” said Matthew Harvey,
Chairman of the Board. “With
the monarch butterfly at its core,
our branding represents

continued on page 4

West Virginia,
First Foundation
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Pilgrim’s Fresh Complex Senior
Team Member Spotlight - Mike Hall

since he started working for the
company and he said almost ev-
erything is different now com-
pared to then. The size of the
plant is much bigger, the number
of birds we process has increased
a lot since about 120 per min-
ute when he started. However,
the work that Maintenance does
is basically the same as when he
started in the department, which
is repairing and replacing equip-
ment. Just the equipment changes
now and then.

When Mike and I talked about
his supervisors and managers over
the years, he said he got along
with all of them. He did mention
he liked working with June Weese,
Bill Liller, Ronnie Sherman and his
current supervisor Mark Miller.

Nicolas Pearce, John Riggleman,
Trevor Smith, Bethany Wolfe, and
Aleigha Wyman.

Dean’s List recipients from
Hardy County, earned for com-
pleting 9 or more credit hours
this fall with at least a 3.5 grade
point average, were Isaac Atkin-
son, Zachary Copeland, Aleena
Dolly, April Dove, Makayla Dove,
David Emmons, Mary Gruber,
Carlee Haines, Seanna Heavner,
Alexander Hernandez, Jorge Her-

Mike and I talked about a very
memorable event that sticks in
many people minds, the flood of
1985. He was working in Mainte-
nance at the time and came in to
work to help clean up the plant.
He remembers seeing several cars
spread out in the field behind the
plant that the flood swept away
from other places.

What does Mike do when he
isn’t repairing the equipment at
the plant? He likes to hunt and
fish, and spend time with his fam-
ily, which includes four grand-
kids.

I asked Mike what the future
holds for him and he said retire-
ment is not too far off. When he
does retire, he wants to take a
break for the first year to just relax

nandez, Phillip Howell, Loretta
Humbertson, Naomi Humbert-
son, Korbin Keplinger, Rachel Ket-
terman, Arabelle Maher, Margaret
May, Destiny McWhorter, Chelsea
Mills, Sunni Omechinski, Tyler
Payton, Britani Pearce, Samara Py-
les, Kayla Quarles, Haven Ratcliff,
Siddalee Rohrbaugh, Logan Sager,
Emily See, Sadie Shields, Ayla
Smith, Felix Soto-Cordero, Krista
Strawderman, Josette Teets, Ida
Thompson, Harmony Thorn, Brit-

and unwind. He wants to spend
more time with the family and
grandkids. He knows that they
will be excited to do a lot more
fishing with him!

Thank you, Mike, for your dedi-
cation, hard work and loyalty to
our Company. We Appreciate
You!

About Pilgrim’s

Pilgrim’s employs more than
56,000 people and operates pro-
tein processing plants and pre-
pared-foods facilities in 14 states,
Puerto Rico, Mexico, the U.K. and
continental Europe. The Com-
pany’s primary distribution is
through retailers and foodservice
distributors. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.pilgrims.
com.

tany Whittaker, Bobbi Wilkins,
Savannah Wilkins, Caimy Wil-
liams, and Elizabeth Williams.
Merit List recipients, which
requires completing 6 or more
credit hours this fall with a 3.25
grade point average, were county
residents Rachel Abreu, Skylar
Alt, Mattia Auville, Kara Barb,
Mariah Baublitz, James Bodkin,
Vincent Brinks, Amelia Caldwell,
Bethany Coon, Kelsey Davis, Wil-
liam Delawder, Dayoni Escobar-

said. “I know Justice Wooton will
continue our Court’s commitment
to transparency and accountability
while also strengthening the pub-
lic’s trust in our court system.”

In addition to Justice Wooton’s
chief justice designation for 2025,
the Court has also selected Jus-
tice Haley Bunn to serve as chief

justice in 2026. Justice Bunn will
also serve as acting chief justice in
2025 when Chief Justice Wooton
is unavailable.

“I'm grateful for this opportuni-
ty to serve the people of our state
and look forward to working with
Chief Justice Wooton throughout
2025,” Justice Bunn said.

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

WIC Schedule

January 2025
WIC offers nutrition educa-
tion and healthy foods to preg-
nant, breastfeeding, and post-
partum individuals, infants to
age 1, and children to age 5.
Either parent or a designated
guardian can bring a child to
appointments. Please call (304)
538-3382 for more information
or to schedule an appointment.

Hardy County WIC

Wilson Plaza (First Floor)

712 North Main Street Suite 105
Moorefield WV 26836

Open
Tuesdays and Fridays from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. with full services
Mondays and Thursdays from
12-3 p.m. with limited services

We will be closed:
January 20 - Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

Hardy County participants
can also receive services in Pe-
tersburg if evening appoint-
ments or other days of the week
are desired.

WIC is an Equal Opportunity

Provider.

The Hardy County Health &
Wellness Center is again host-
ing the Luck of the Irish Race on
March 8. If your group, organi-
zation, or agency would like to
set up an information table at
the event, please contact Mor-
gan See to reserve your Spot.
This is a great way to get your
information out into the com-
munity.

Tucker Riggleman, a writ-
er and musician who grew up
in Hardy County, will be the
featured poet at this event at
WordPlay, 50 West Main Street,
Wardensville. A casual meet-
and-greet will take place from
6-6:30PM, and then East Hardy
High senior Chad Wilkins and
alum Hutton Kerr will share
their work before introducing
Tucker Riggleman. Tucker will
share selections from his third
poetry collection, The Wind
Through the Sycamores Is a
Violin. Books will be available
for purchase and signing at the
event.

Free and open to the public;
no registration required

Elias, Macie Gilhuys, Addison
Kitzmiller, Caroline Kump, Ra-
leigh Kuykendall, Brock Linville,
Eli Mathias, Bryan May, Yvette
Miller, Lian Mung, Marlana Pen-
nington, Jamie Rayo-Ramirez,
Maddox Richard, Barbara Robin-
son, Axton Runions, Macklin See,
Hayes Sherman, Elektra Sions,
Kaylee Turner, Caitlin Walters,
Blair Weese, Madison Wilkins,
and Monica Wilkins.

Eastern West Virginia Com-
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Eastern recognizes Hardy Gounty students for fall 24 semester honors

munity and Technical College,
based in Moorefield, serves six
rural counties in West Virginia’s
Potomac Highlands by offering
affordable academic programs,
including five online degrees,
early enrollment courses for high
school students, and a variety of
flexible workforce training. East-
ern is accredited by the Higher
Learning Commission. For more
information, visit easternwv.edu
or call 304-434-8000.
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At the Library
January 1, 2025

HAPPY NEW YEAR! We
are currently collecting recipes
from our local folks for the pub-
lication of a Hardy County Pub-
lic Library Cookbook! Please
put together your favorite tried
and true recipes to share with
others and drop them off at the
front desk.

Events: Crochet, Thurs-
day’s at 1:00 pm Story Time —
Wednesdays at 10:00, every 1st
Saturday at 10:00 New fiction:

Memorials : a novel by Rich-
ard Chizmar

1983: Three students from
a small college embark on a
week-long road trip to film
a documentary on roadside
memorials for their Ameri-
can Studies class. The project
starts out as a fun adventure
with long stretches of empty
road and nightly campfires
where they begin to open up
with one another. But as they
venture deeper into the Appa-
lachian backwoods, the atmo-
sphere begins to darken. They
notice more and more of the

memorials feature a strange,
unsettling symbol hinting at a
sinister secret. Paranoia sets in
when it appears they are being
followed. Their vehicle is tam-
pered with overnight and some
of the locals appear to be any-
thing but welcoming. Before
long, the students can’t help
but wonder if these roadside
deaths were really random ac-
cidents...or is something terri-
fying at work here?

The haunting of Ashburn
House by Darcy Coates

Everyone knows about Ash-
burn House. They whisper its
old owner went mad, and that
restless ghosts still roam the
halls. But when Adrienne inher-
its the crumbling old mansion,
she only sees it as a lifeline...
until night falls. As she uncov-
ers more of the house’s secrets,
Adrienne begins to believe
the whispered rumors may be
horrifyingly true. Chasing the
threads of a decades-old mys-
tery, Adrienne realizes she’s
become the prey to something
deeply unnatural and intensely
resentful. She has no idea how
to escape. Only one thing is

certain: Ashburn’s dead are not
at rest.

Variation : a novel by Rebecca
Yarros

Elite ballerina Allie Rous-
seau is no stranger to pressure.
With her mother’s eyes always
watching, perfection was ex-
pected, no matter the cost. But
when an injury jeopardizes all
she’s sacrificed for, Allie returns
to her summer home to heal
and recover. But the memories
she’s tried to forget rush in and
threaten to take her under. As
a Coast Guard rescue swimmer,
Hudson Ellis knows that hesi-
tation can mean the difference
between life and death. He’s al-
ways prided himself on being in
the right place at the right time,
especially when it came to Al-
lie Rousseau--until the night he
left for basic. After the biggest
regret of his life, the secrets he
keeps mean he can never be
with the one woman he wants
more than his next breath.

Ashes never lie by Lee Gold-
berg Vacant homes in a new

housing  development are
erupting into flames in broad
daylight with no apparent

cause. It’s a perplexing mystery
for dogged arson investigator
Walter Sharpe and his restless
new partner Andrew Walker,
an ex-US marshal who craves
action. But as they puzzle over
the blazes, another home miles
away burns to the ground, leav-
ing a man’s corpse in the ashes
and homicide detectives Eve
Ronin and Duncan Pavone de-
manding answers. The burn
patterns and charred body tell

Sharpe a bizarre story that
only creates more questions
for Eve. So the four detectives
team up to find the answers.

The teacher by Freida McFad-
den

Something isn’t right at Case-
ham High School. Last year, the
school was rocked by scandal: a
teacher was accused of having
an inappropriate relationship
with a student. Now, Addie is
a pariah and will do anything
to get through the year. More
than that, she’s desperate to
keep the truth from coming to
light. Eve, a colleague of the
disgraced teacher, is horrified
to find Addie in her class. She
knows the girl can’t be trusted

and soon realizes she’s being
watched--which is dangerous,
considering she’s hiding some-
thing from her husband. But
each has secrets about what
happened last year. And some-
one in this school will do any-
thing to keep them silent.

New Non-fiction

War by Bob Woodward

Woodward tells the behind-
the-scenes story of three wars-
-Ukraine, the Middle East and
the struggle for the American
Presidency.

Haint country : dark folktales
from the hills and hollers by
Matthew R. Sparks

The hills of the Appalachian
region hold secrets-dark, deep,
varied, and mysterious. These
secrets are often told in the
form of eerie, hair-raising, and
creepy folktales that reveal
strange sightings and oddities,
and they commonly serve as
cautionary tales for eager and
curious ears. These spine-tin-
gling stories have been shared
among family members and
neighbors in eastern Kentucky
for generations. This anthology
explores ghosts or “haints,”

strange creatures or “boogers,”
haunted locations or “stained
earth,” wuncanny happenings
or “high strangeness,” and hu-
morous Appalachian ghost en-
counters.

American scary : a history of
horror, from Salem to Stephen
King and beyond by Jeremy
Dauber

Dauber takes readers to the
startling origins of the hor-
ror genre in the United States,
from the lingering influence
of the European Gothic to the
enslaved insurrection tales and
the apocryphal chronicles of
colonial settlers kidnapped by
Native Americans.

Heal your gut, save your
brain : the five pillars of en-
hancing your gut and optimiz-
ing your cognitive health by
Partha Nandi

Nandi highlights the latest
research on the gut-brain con-
nection, gives you a clear proto-
col for maintaining brain health
and slowing or reducing the ef-
fects of neurodegenerative dis-
eases as you age.
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Avian Flu Discovery

continued from page 1

fowl. HPAI has been detected in
various species of mammals—
presumably after the animals
come into contact with infected
wild birds.”

Last March, USDA scientists
discovered an outbreak of the vi-
rus in dairy cattle that spread to
16 states. The National Institute
of Health reported on New Years’
Eve that “the virus has been de-
tected in dairy herds in three
states over the past 30 days.”

Hoover stresses that dairy
cattle remain vulnerable to this
strain of avian influenza. She stat-
ed that “if milk is unpasteurized,
it can be transmitted through . .
. raw milk” and even transmit to
humans. Hoover then stressed,
however, that health officials
continue to emphasize the low
risk of transmission to humans.

Protecting flocks, especially

commercial flocks, must remain
a priority - especially in areas
such as Hardy and Pendleton
counties with high flock popula-
tions. Ward Malcolm, from the
West Virginia Poultry Associa-
tion urged that “the only thing
anyone can really say is biosecu-
rity, biosecurity, biosecurity. Fol-
low your procedures and avoid
any contact with wild birds.”

He concurred with Hoover
that “most of the spread of the
disease is due to wild bird move-
ments.”

“The WVDA acted swiftly to
contain the disease and remains
committed to collaborating with
poultry owners to prevent its
spread,” stated West Virginia
Commissioner of Agriculture
Kent Leonhardt. “As the state’s
leading agricultural commodity,
protecting the poultry industry is
critical, and implementing emer-
gency response plans is essential
to safeguarding its future.

continued from page 3

the resilience and transformation
that define our mission and our
people.”

The power of WVFF’s new
brand lies in its ability to con-
vey an effective, unified message
through compelling storytell-
ing. This branding will amplify
the Foundation’s voice and help
it connect with West Virginians
in a meaningful, enduring way.
Over the next several weeks,

WVFF’s new branding will
begin to roll out across its social
media platforms, website, and
other communications channels.
For more information, visit wv-
first.org.

About West Virginia First
Foundation: The West Virginia

First Foundation (WVFF) is a
nonprofit organization estab-
lished to address the opioid cri-
sis and its lasting impact across
the state. Created under the
terms of the West Virginia First
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU), WVFF was designed
to receive and distribute opioid
settlement funds. Guided by the
principles outlined in the MOU,
the Foundation operates as a pri-
vate 501(c)(3) entity to support
prevention, treatment, recov-
ery, and harm reduction efforts.
Through strategic funding and
community collaboration, WVFE
is committed to creating sustain-
able solutions that improve the
health and well-being of all West
Virginians. For more informa-
tion, visit wvfirst.org.

MMS Track Rehabilitation

continued from page 1

County Schools Superintendent
Sheena Van Meter and Board
of Education members to com-
mence conversations about re-
storing the track to safe and ef-
fective use.

At first, the bill for the proj-
ect was set at approximately
$200,000. The Boosters organi-
zation pledged to match com-
munity donations dollar for dol-
lar, eventually that resulted in a
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combined $100,000 to pay for
repairs.

The race at that point was still
only half won, but the success of
community fundraising inspired
Pendleton Community Bank to
step in and take the baton. They
offered a no interest loan to cover
the rest of the cost. Moyers called
it “an offer too good not to pass
up” and emphasized that PCB
came to the Boosters with the of-
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Old Christmas and Three Kings

continued from page 1

their own version of Epiphany.
The Eastern Orthodox Church,
which started in Byzantine Con-
stantinople and is still dominant
in Russia and Eastern Europe,
considers Jan. 6 as the baptismal
date of Christ.

That date coincides with a
completely unrelated historical
phenomenon. Under Julius Cae-
sar, experts created the calendar
that the Western world used.
Rome had relied on a calendar
that grew more inaccurate and
unwieldy over time. When he
took over the failing Roman Re-
public, Caesar ordered the cre-
ation of a new calendar based on
the Egyptian solar cycle model.
Though much more accurate, it
overcalculated by 11 minutes per
year. After 1500 years, this put
the calendar out of step by 10
days.

Pope Gregory XIII commis-
sioned church astronomers to
correct the error. They created
the Gregorian calendar which is
used across most of the world
today, and Catholic Europe
started using it in the 1580s.
At this time, religious wars and
divisions raged across Europe.
German Protestants, adherents
to the Church of England, East-
ern Orthodox, and others who
opposed the Roman Catholic
Church refused to adopt the cal-
endar at first. The British Empire
did not adopt it until 1752, Rus-
sia not until 1917.

One of the best explanations
of the changes over the years
came from Benjamin Franklin’s
Poor Richard’s Almanac. Under
the name Richard Saunders, he
wrote:

“Yet is the Gregorian Year far
from being perfect, for we have

shewn, that, in four Centuries,
the Julian Year gains three Days,
one Hour, twenty Minutes: But
it is only the three Days are kept
out in the Gregorian Year; so
that here is still an Excess of one
Hour, twenty Minutes, in four
Centuries; which in 72 Centuries
will amount to a whole Day.”

In his understated style of ad-
vocacy, Franklin, who, ironically,
was born on Jan. 6, points out
that though still inaccurate, the
Gregorian’s mistakes are spread
more broadly over time. He also
explained the history of the er-
rors of the old Roman calendar
as well.

Through the 1700s, American
colonists spread slowly into the
back country. An outpost, such
as the early settlements in Old
Fields, lay months from the cen-
ters of settlement and authority.
Many of those who came to such
rugged and remote places in the
mid-1700s had no access to pub-
lications such as Poor Richard’s
Almanac or the latest Acts of
Parliament. Most cared little of
what the British government did,
so long as it left them alone in
peace and helped to defend them
when war from the French and
their Indian allies came.

Adoption of the new calendar
progressed slowly on the frontier
and many continued to celebrate
Christmas as it was set in the
Julian calendar. Over time, even
as people reconciled to the new
model, they continued celebrat-
ing on Jan. 6. Many called it “Old
Christmas,” others referred to
it as “Little Christmas” or even
“Green Christmas.” As late as
the 1930s, however, several Ap-
palachian areas and the Arme-
nian Church still regarded Jan. 6
as the true date to celebrate the
birth of Jesus. According to Da-

vid Hackett Fischer in his book
“Albion’s Seed,” some North
Carolina communities consid-

ered Dec. 25 a “man-made”
Christmas holiday.
Fischer also described the

customs that followed settlers
as they moved from the Scot-
tish lowlands and north English
highlands to the Appalachians.
Old Christmas celebrations in
mountain communities could
be surprisingly ribald, closer to
the conduct of old Saturnalia or
modern New Year’s Eve. “There
was a feast even in the poor-
est houses and bonfires at night
with much gunplay and fire-
works,” Fischer wrote. He also
described the curious process of
“stanging,” which was “a rough
and sometimes violent ceremony
in which a victim was hoisted on
a long pole and forced to dangle
until he brought himself free.”

Merry Christmas, indeed!

Modern Old Christmas and
Epiphany traditions have left
behind the days of dangling se-
lected individuals from poles.
In West Virginia and elsewhere
across the Appalachians more
recently, Old Christmas since the
1800s is seen as the more seri-
ous and contemplative holiday
compared to Dec. 25. Children
received fruit and nuts in stock-
ings or “treat totes” instead of
presents. An entire mythology
emerged around the day, includ-
ing beliefs that elder bushes
sprouted on Old Christmas but
did not grow again until spring,
that animals prayed to the Holy
Spirit on the day, and that it was
bad luck to loan anything out.
Serenading and caroling were
also at one time popular pas-
times on Old Christmas.

Many Spanish cultures cel-
ebrate Jan. 6 as Three Kings’ Day,

centering the holiday arotnd fes-
tivities and gift giving. Each item
given by the Magi to Christ sym-
bolizes some part of the divine
nature of Jesus. Children wait
anxiously for the Magi on this
day as they did Santa Claus 12
days prior. They leave shoes by
the door and grass for the hungry
camels that bring the Magi and
their gifts.

Spain sees massive parades all
over their country in honor of the
holiday. That Kingdom’s people
and Latin American cultures,
such as Puerto Ricans, gather
family around to teach the old
traditions and celebrate togeth-
erness.

Armenian Christian churches
celebrate January 6 as the date of
the baptizing of Christ by John
the Baptist. Before the Divine
Liturgy, Armenian Christians re-
enact the sacrament in a ritual
called “Jurorhnek,” or “blessing
of the waters.” First, they dip a
cross into a container of water
inside the church. Next, blessed
oil from a dove shaped container
is poured into the water, symbol-
izing the presence of the Holy
Spirit. Finally, the congregation
shares the water, which reminds
all that participation in the acts
of Christ remain essential for
eternal life as described in the
Bible.

The Amish, whose ancestors
were dissenting Anabaptists
driven from their German homes
in the religious wars, fast until
noon, then eat one large meal
later in the day. Amish do not
work or conduct business on Old
Christmas.

Regardless of the reason, many
cultures around the world extend
the Christmas season into the
New Year with unique traditions
dating back centuries.

fer that all expected would take
the project over the finish line.

Or so everyone thought.

As work commenced, a num-
ber of serious structural issues
came to light that would add sig-
nificantly to the original cost es-
timate. Moyers stated that at this
point, they “needed a lot more
funds” and their “backs were
against the wall.”

8079 SR 259 Lost River, WV 304-897-6971
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R. J. Vance
1 681-231-1044
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Once again, the community
pulled together to get help. Both
the Hardy County Commission
and Town of Moorefield Council
voted $60,000 a piece to aid the
Boosters. Area legislators also
helped from their discretionary

funds. Delegate Bryan Ward pro-
vided $10,000 while State Sena-
tors Randy Smith and Jay Taylor
put in $5,000 each.

Governor Jim Justice, who was
scheduled to come to the facility
last Monday, brought a $100,000

check

The full effort was, as Moyers
said “four years in the making,”
but should provide a solid and
safe surface for decades of stu-
dent-athlete use.

Hawse

745 N. Main Street

304-538-6396

SAVE

R S6¢/4

A~
SOUP +
-

Pepsi Products
6/16.9 oz.

3/%12

pepsi

pepsi

F. Ak, AR

$1.50/3

Moorefield, WV 26836

Campbell’s Chicken
Noodle Soup,
10.75 oz.

4/%5

pepsi

For Our 3 Day Sales, Deli Menu and Weekly Ad:
www.hawseshopnsave.com

SHOP'n SAVE

Sorry, No Rain Checks.
We Reserve the Right to Limit Quantity.

See our in-store circulars for additional savings

Our ad prices are for everyone, no loyalty card, no gimmicks!

Libby Sausage
Gravy, 15 oz.

$189

Full Service

Sunday: 8 a.m. - Noon

Boneless Center Cut
Pork Loin Roast

$199

per lb. SAVE

$1 1b.

Sugardale
Bacon, 1 1b.

$499

Whole Roasting Chickens

$249 perlb. 7

L
SAVE 2 >
50¢ 1b.

Meat Department

Monday-Saturday: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

% Boneless Chuck
Shoulder Roast

=2
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Ragu Pasta Sauce:
Meat or Traditional
Only, 24 oz.

2/%4

Dole Pineapple,
20 oz.
=9 Juice Pk only

ey 2/%3

Thurs., Jan. 9
Fri., Jan. 10
Sat., Jan. 11

Coke Products
6/16.9 oz.

3/°13

Maxwell
House K

Frozen

2 1b. bag

2/%5

Banquet Entrées 27 oz.:
Salisbury Steak,
Meatball, or Turkey

EE French Fries,
. Regular or Crinkle

Kraft
Squeeze
] Mayo,
v 22 oz.
=N $599
. 59
2254 SAVE
L B $2.60
Produce
Seedless Cukes

2/%3

Deli

Sandwich Pepperoni

Dairy

Blue Bonnet
Margarine,
45 oz. Tu

$399
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Judy Florence Leatherman, age
78 of Fisher, WV, passed away
Friday, December 20, 2024, at
her daughter’s residence. Born
on December 15, 1946, in Moore-
field, WV, she was the daughter of

Lola Rena Wolfe Crlder age 90
of Moorefield, WV, passed away
Sunday evening, December 29,
2024, at the Grant Rehabilitation
and Care Center in Petersburg,
WV. Born on March 21, 1934, on
Wolfe Mountain, Bass, WV, she
was the daughter of the late Mel-
vin Paige Wolfe and Hazel Ruth
Thomas Wolfe. She was preceded

OOOOOOOOOOAK

Mary Lou Fogle, 68, of Win-
chester, VA, formerly of Lost Riv-
er, WV, passed away on Saturday,
December 21, 2024 at Jefferson
Memorial Hospital, Ranson, WV.

Born on May 31, 1956 in Win-
chester, VA, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Ralph W. Fogle and
Leta Marie (Shell) Fogle.

She had worked for 47 years

QOO

Tommy Eugene Wratchford,
Sr. age 74 of Moorefield, WYV,

passed away Thursday afternoon,

the late Jesse Marshall Pratt and
Hazel Ruth Whetzel Pratt. Her
husband, Bobby Ray Leatherman
preceded her in death October
2024. A son, John Pratt, a daugh-
ter, Amanda Imes, and a brother,
Dennis R. Pratt also preceded her
in death.

Judy dedicated her career in
the poultry industry, at places
like Hester Industries and Ad-
vantage Foods, and later gather-
ing eggs at Misty Mountain Farm
with her beloved husband, Bobby
Ray, who preceded her in death
just two months prior.

Surv1v1n re her children. Tu-

in death by her husbands, Har-
lan Mayberry Crider in December
2000 and Charles Williams, Jr. in
December 2016. Siblings, Warren
H. Wolfe, Wayne M. Wolfe, Bruce
H. Wolfe and Elizabeth Wolfe
Whitener also preceded her in
death.

Lola’s life was a tapestry of
love, warmth, and creativity.
Throughout her life, Lola found
joy in sewing and quilting, shar-
ing her artistic talents with those
around her. Her passion for gar-
dening and canning filled her
days with the beauty of nature
and the warmth of home-cooked
meals.

A devoted member of her com-
munity and church, Lola enjoyed
helping others and formed lasting

for Winchester Medical Center as
a staffing coordinator. She was a
member of the Mathias Church
of the Brethren.

Along with her parents, she
was preceded in death by a sister,
Teresa Parker.

She is survived by her broth-
ers, Ralph L. Fogle of Middle-
town, VA and Howard W. Fogle

January 2, 2025, at his residence.
Born on October 28, 1950, in
Moorefield, WV, he was the son
of the late John Cleal Raymond
Wratchford and Effie Lee May-
hew Wratchford. His wife, Veda
Arbutus “Bootie” Wratchford
preceded him in death in Septem-
ber 2011. A brother and three sis-
ters also preceded him in death.
Tommy, known for his easy-
going spirit and love for the open
road, spent over 30 years as a
truck driver, delivering goods and
stories alike wherever his wheels
took him. He lived life on his own
terms, with a deep appreciation

ola ‘Rena Wolte

lie Pratt of Fisher, WV, Kathyrn
(Douglas) Bobo of Fisher, WV,
Marshall See (Cassie Ketter-
man) of Cross Junction, VA, An-
gie (Timmy) Wilhem of Barton,
MD, Amy Leatherman of Mor-
gantown, WV; a brother, Randall
(Megan) Pratt of Moorefield, WV;
a sister, Vickie McClaster of Day-
ton, VA; 18 grandchildren and 22
great-grandchildren. Also sur-
viving is her step-mother, Mary
Pratt of Moorefield, WV; foster
mother, Nellie Redman of Fish-
er, WV and special friends, Mary
Hawk, Bill & Margaret Hall.

Grave Funeral Servic

Cri

friendships through her active
participation. Traveling brought
her immense joy, especially those
delightful bus trips that carried
her to new adventures and cher-
ished memories.

Surviving are daughters, Su-
san Evans and Particia Simmons;
grandchildren, Rachel E. Schet-
rom, Rebekah D. McCullough,
Amanda R. Hamilton, Donald
H. Evans, David E. Evans and
J. Adam Simmons; eight great-
grandsons; three great-grand-
daughters and two sisters, Arm-
eda Wolfe Nosal of Nashville, TN
and Judy Wolfe of Moorefield,
WV.

Funeral services for Lola will
be held at 3:00 PM on Thursday,
January 2, 2025, at the Fraley

will

’Mary Lou Tog[é

of Canton, Ohio along with nu-
merous nieces and nephews.
Funeral services will be held
on Tuesday, December 24, 2024
at11:00 A.M. at McKee Funeral
Home Chapel, Baker, WV with
Pastor Roger Sager officiating.
Interment will be in Greenwood
Cemetery, Lost River, WV. The
family will receive friends one

for the great outdoors—hunting
and fishing were among his fa-
vorite pastimes. In his downtime,
he relished tinkering as a make-
shift backyard mechanic, always
ready to lend a helping hand to a
neighbor in need.

Surviving is a daughter Me-
linda (James) Blaine of Moore-
field, WV; two sons, Mark A.
(Tammy) Wratchford and Tommy
E. Wratchford, Jr. of Moorefield,
WYV; brothers, Raymond Wratch-
ford, Jr. & Frank Wratchford of
Moorefield, WYV; sisters, Becky
Alt, Lilly Cassell & Dami Carr
of Moorefield, WV; nine grand-

be held 1:00 PM Thursday, De-
cember 26, 2024, at the Hutter-
Woerner Cemetery, Fisher, WV
with Pastor D. ]J. Taylor and Dave
Redman officiants. Interment
will follow.

Join us in sharing stories,
laughter, and memories as we
celebrate the remarkable jour-
ney that was Judy Leatherman.
To honor her life, please visit her
Tribute Wall at www.fraleyfuner-
alhome.com to share your own
memories, photos, and condo-
lences. Let’s come together to
celebrate how Judy touched our
lives and the love she shared with
everyone around her.

CT OO

Funeral Home Chapel, located
at 107 Washington Street. Pas-
tor Steven Schetrom will offici-
ate the ceremony, celebrating
Lola’s beautiful life and the love
she spread. Interment will follow
at Asbury Church Cemetery on
N River Road in Baker, WV. The
family will welcome friends and
loved ones from 1:00 PM to 3:00
PM prior to the service, provid-
ing an opportunity for everyone
to share their fond memories and
heartfelt condolences.

To offer condolences, share
memories, or upload photos in
honor of Lola’s extraordinary life,
visit her Tribute Wall at www.
fraleyfuneralhome.com and cel-
ebrate the impact she made on all
those around her.

OO

hour prior to the service.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made to
Greenwood Cemetery, ¢/o Deb-
bie Branson, 192 Big Ridge Rd,
Baker WV 26801.

All be-
ing handled by McKee Funeral

Home, Baker, WV.

arrangements are

ommy Eugene Wmtcﬁfora[ St 000000000

children and twenty-two great-
grandchildren.

Funeral Services will be con-
ducted 2:00 PM Saturday, January
11, 2025, at the Fraley Funeral
Home Chapel, 107 Washington
Street with Pastor D. ]J. Taylor
officiant. The family will receive
friends from 12:00 PM (Noon)
until the time of service.

To offer condolences, share
memories, or upload photos in
honor of Tommy’s extraordinary
life, visit his Tribute Wall at www.
fraleyfuneralhome.com and cele-
brate the impact he made on all
those around him.

West Virginia’s Journey of Progress:
Reflecting on the Past,

By Senate President/Lieutenant
Governor Craig P Blair

As I spent time reflecting dur-
ing the holidays, I thought a great
deal about how we never know
what roads life will lead us down.
When I was just a small business
owner spending my days driving
throughout the Eastern Panhan-
dle, I didn’t realize then that the
voices of Hoppy Kercheval, Don
Marsh, and Stephen Reed would
inspire me. They’d light a fire in
me that would lead me to take
a different and most rewarding
path in my life that would lead
me from Berkeley County to our
state Capitol and the House of
Delegates and finish with four
years as the President of the West
Virginia Senate.

Their early influence shaped
my approach to governance.
When Don Marsh passed away, 1
realized the importance of hear-
ing diverse perspectives. As a
Delegate, then Senator, then later
Senate President and Lieuten-

ant Governor, I took in as many
perspectives as possible which
gave me a data-driven edge that
focused on real, measurable out-
comes and longterm success.

In my time as a member of the
West Virginia Legislature, we
achieved significant milestones
that at the time never seemed
possible: reforming the broken
and failing workers’ compensa-
tion system, stabilizing our state-
funded pensions, and eliminating
the sales tax on food. However,
the true accelerator of our suc-
cess was my creation of the “flat-
line budget.”

That concept required a stead-
fast commitment to fiscal dis-
cipline that would enable us to
fund our core services, encourage
efficiencies when exposed, and
allow for targeted, strategic eco-
nomic development investments.

Though there may have been
some doubters, the proof is in
the results. We’ve eliminated our
workers’ compensation debt of
$4.2 billion. We’ve created one of
the healthiest pension systems in
the nation. We’ve built up a $1.3
billion Rainy Day fund.

And, we’ve done all of this
without sacrificing investment in
the future.

In just the past decade alone,
we’ve invested more than $6 bil-
lion to road construction and $2

billion toward making sure ev-
ery area of our state has reliable,
high-speed broadband internet
— an absolute game changer in
terms of unlocking economic
growth and prosperity.

But that’s not alll We’ve also
provided more than $1 billion
in tax relief to West Virginians,
including a 27.25% cut in per-
sonal income tax and the elimi-
nation of personal income tax on
Social Security for seniors by the
end of this year as well as a 100%
refundable tax credit on automo-
biles. We’ve made education and
education choice a priority with
charter schools, microschools,
and the Hope Scholarship. We’ve
also supported higher education
through the Promise Scholarship,
and provided pay raises for teach-
ers and state employees while
keeping PEIA premiums stable.

We’ve not just focused on the
numbers. We've also worked
hard to strengthen West Virgin-
ia’s strong conservative values.
On social issues, we’ve managed
to strike a necessary balance -
banning abortion with excep-
tions for the life of the mother,
rape, and incest, protecting girls’
sports and protecting religious
freedoms. As we move forward
and continue with all we have
done to move West Virginia into
the 21st century, we know there
will be challenges.

The Hope Scholarship, which

Embracing the Future

has opened the door to educa-
tion choice for thousands of West
Virginia families, will continue
to grow and require more fund-
ing. We absolutely must stabilize
PEIA for our hardworking public
employees.

And, last, but in no way least,
it’s time to eliminate the person-
al property tax on equipment and
machinery for all businesses. The
elimination of that tax is a key to
unlock our economic potential
like we’ve never known. I've al-
ways said our future depends on
moving at the speed of business,
not speed of government.

By continuing to make quick,
bold decisions and fostering a
business-friendly ~environment,
we can ensure West Virginia re-
mains a place where people want
to live, work, and raise a family.
It has been the honor of my life
to serve the people of West Vir-
ginia. I look back on my 20 years
in the Legislature, especially my
last four as Senate President, and
I'm just so proud of this state and
the progress that we’ve made to-
gether.

Our future is so bright, and I
cannot wait to be a part of it. This
isn’t goodbye for me, my role will
be different as a senior advisor
for the LNE Group but my mis-
sion will be the same: Make West
Virginia the absolute best place
for businesses to succeed and our
families will as well.
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i_gpiphany of the Lord
| Catholic Church |

2029 St. Road 55, Moorefield, WV
(304)434-2547
Fr. Arul Anthony
Fr. Jose Manuel Escalante

Mass Times: Saturday @ 5:00 p.m.
Sunday @ 8:00 a.m.
Sunday (Spanish Mass) @ 12:00 p.m. |

WAINUT |

GROVE
Church of the

Brethren
Rt. 55 East, Moorefield
just before Corridor H exit

304-434-2465 304-257-7930

Everyone Welcome!
Sunday School - 10 a.m,

Church Service 11 a.m.

Moorefield

Assembly
of God

139 CHIPLEY LANE
MOOREFIELD WV 26836

304-538-6055
SUNDAY MORNING - 10:00AM

CHRIST DISCIPLES
SUNDAY EVENING
RADIO PROGRAM:
103.7FM  7:30-9:00PM
FACEBOOK:
@MOOREFIELDASSEMBLYOFGOD

FAITH HOPE LOVE
\ S
u
Wade Armentrout, Pastor
EVERYONE WELCOME

s il

TRI-STATE MEMORIAL COMPANY|
Pledmont wv  1-800-924-6701

WWW. trlstatememorlalcompany com
Compare Our Prices and SAVE
Granite - Marble - Bronze
Memorials - Markers - Mausoleums

. Final Date Engraving Service

Expert De51gn & Superior Workmanship

available

Area Representative:

GLENDA PARSONS
Moorefield, WV ¢1-304-434-2179

Hardy County Health & Wellness Center

f 411 Spring Ave., Moorefield + 304-538-7380
Open Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-8 p.m., Saturday 8-noon

NEW YEAR,
NEW YOU!

Take Control Of
Your Own

p Plus — you'll
also get a FREE
Final Wishes
Planner just
for calling!

6236

GUARANTEED
Life Insurance
up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from

Physicians Life Insurance Company

Cash to help pay your funeral,
medical bills or other final expenses.

e Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85
e No medical exam, no health questions

e Lock in your rate for life

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559

or go to life55plus.info/wv

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.
Benefits reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: L770TN).
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MOOREFIELD EXAMINER

By Carl Holcomb
Moorefield Examiner

A defensive battle came down
to the wire as Moorefield’s Cyrus
Kump nailed the game winning
buzzer beater putback giving the
Yellow Jackets a 31-30 victory
over the Tigers in the 64th an-
nual Petersburg Holiday Tourna-
ment consolation game.

This was at one time the lon-
gest continuously running tour-
nament in the Mountain State.

“It was a frustrating game for
us. We didn’t hit many shots, but
we knew we could play defense
and were holding them to a low
number of points so we could
have a shot at the end. Cyrus
has been coming up big for us all
year, so I wasn’t surprised when
he grabbed it in the end and put
it back in. We probably got fouled
five times before Diego came up
with that ball, but he hustled

Yellow Jaci:
buzzer beater in holiday consolation

and played to the end. We had
the play in to miss the second
foul shot and Cyrus executed it,”
Moorefield coach Scott Stutler
commented.

“[Petersburg Holiday Tourna-
ment] It is great to come here and
everyone is against Moorefield. It
is great for our kids to play in and
a great crowd for both games on
both nights. This gets your kids
ready for the atmosphere down
the road.”

Union looked to have this
game in the bag with a 29-26
lead with 44 seconds remaining
on two foul shots by Jacob Wolfe.

A missed shot by the Yel-
low Jackets went off Union out
of bounds to provide a second
chance.

Moorefield’s Jackson Helmick
drained a game-tying perimeter
bucket with 23 seconds to go.

Union’s Eric Linkswiler made
one of two free throws to regain

Moorefield's Brady Vetter drew two Tigers defenders at the perim-
eter and made a pass to a teammate during the Petersburg Holiday
Tournament consolation game.

“t

the lead with nine seconds left.

Linkswiler stole the ball,
but Moorefield’s Diego Taylor
snatched the ball back and was
immediately fouled with two sec-
onds on the clock for a trip to the
charity stripe.

Taylor would miss both at-
tempts trailing by one point,
however, Kump found a way to
corral the carom and launch the
ball into the hoop for the clutch
game winning bucket as time ex-
pired, 31-30.

“The ball went up and I just
went up and grabbed it and went
back up and put it in. [ mean, I
didn’t do what I needed to do all
game to help the team, but I hit
a shot when it mattered. It was
obviously very exciting and the
atmosphere in the gym was elec-
tric. It is a great feeling. It was a
huge defensive battle. Both teams
played great defense all night. We
held a pretty good Union team to
30 points in four quarters. That
was a great game,” Moorefield’s
Cyrus Kump remarked.

Moorefield took the initial lead
of the consolation game on a
3-pointer by Guyan Kahangirwe
at 7:10.

Both teams hit the rim before
Union’s Hunter Gaither made a
jumper after a rebound and assist
from Linkswiler at 5:44.

Spanning the next two min-
utes, Moorefield’s Kyle Molen
created three steals and the Yel-
low Jackets failed to convert with
a missed basket and two turn-
overs.

After a lane violation by the
Tigers, Union’s Corbin Streets
made a steal setting up one free

Tucker County
remains unscathed

By Carl Holcomb
Moorefield Examiner

In a battle of Class A Top-3
boys basketball teams in Ham-
bleton, No. 2 Tucker County
stormed past No. 3 East Hardy
59-40 to remain the only un-
defeated team in the Mountain
State closing out the year on De-
cember 30.

Tucker County’s Trevan Bon-
ner scored a game-high 20
points, while Garrett Wilfong
contributed 13 points and Mikey
Mitchell added ten points for
three in double figures.

East Hardy was guided by Jor-
dan Teets with 17 points and
Gideon Good with 13 points.

“This was a big game. If we
dropped this game, how big
is Friday. We want to get this
win first. We had it laid out
and wanted to get through this
week. This team hasn’t had
practice. We have had more
games than practice. Hopefully
the weather will let us practice.
We have a lot to clean up, but I
like our effort at times. You've
got to be tough. They know us
and we know them. We usually
play three times a year, so we
know it is going to be ugly. Both
coaches know it is going to be
ugly. Anytime we can get them

East I:i;'dy's Evan

Jamilton elevated for jumper in the

cruising over Cougars

pam

agaisnt the Mountain Lions in Hambleton.

and I am sure they feel the same
when they can get us that it is a
good win. We’ll take it and re-
evaluate,” Tucker County coach
Daniel Helmick stated.

The Mountain Lions pounced
for an 8-1 lead in the first two
and half minutes of the game
which include three field goals
and two blocked shots by Gar-
rett Wilfong, while the Cougars
missed four shots and had one
free throw by Jordan Teets.

Giedeon Good made a jump-
er in the paint as the Cougars
looked to rally at the 4:52 mark,
but Tucker County countered on
the ensuing possession with a
3-pointer by Mikey Mitchell.

East Hardy responded with a
perimeter bucket by Evan Ham-
ilton to cut the deficit to 11-6 at
4:22.

The Mountain Lions missed
two shots and the latter was re-
bounded by Good, then Wilfong

continued on page 9
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throw by Braylon Ward to tie the
game at 3:48.

Kump grabbed an offensive re-
bound, but the next shot missed
and Linkswiler got the board.

Ward lost the ball tripping and
falling down, then Kump scored
on a putback putting Moorefield
back on top 5-3 with 2:51 left in
the first period.

The Tigers responded with a
long range jumper by Wolfe.

Kahangirwe drilled a 3-pointer
at 2:14 to put the Yellow Jackets
up 8-5.

Gaither added two free throws
on the following series for Union.

Linkswiler grabbed a defensive
rebound which led to a basket by
Streets as the Tigers regained the
lead with 40 seconds left.

Kump hauled in an offensive
rebound and dished to Molen for
a basket with nine seconds to go
as the Yellow Jackets regained the
edge 10-9 to close out the frame
as the Tigers hit the rim.

Wolfe opened the second pe-
riod with a jumper giving Union
the lead, then Jacob Haynes stole
the ball and made a breakaway la-
yup for a 13-10 score at 7:23.

There were chargers assessed
on both sides of the floor, then
Kump notched one free throw at
6:49.

There were a combined five
missed field goals and a steal by
Helmick over the next two min-
utes.

Kump made a layup as the Yel-
low Jackets tied the game at 13-
all at 4:40.

Moorefield’s  Brady  Vetter
made a steal, but the ball was
fumbled and Streets made a leap-

East Hardy upset

Y

Moorefield's KIe Mafen foughttoprya rebound aWay from Union's
Eric Linkswiler during the 64th Annual Petersburg Holiday Tourna-

ment consolation game.

ing save throwing the ball off the
foot of Molen.

Linkswiler scored in the paint
as the Tigers went back in front
15-13 at 3:24.

Union got a defensive rebound

and a potential basket was negat-
ed for a foul on the floor prior to

a walk.
During the final three minutes
of the first half, both teams com-
continued on page 7

Moorefield's Cyrus Kump launched the game winning buzzer beat-
er shot over the Tigers during the Petersburg Holiday Tournament

consolation game.
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charge denied by
Mountain Lions

East Hardy Girls Basketball
gave No. 2 ranked Tucker County
all it could bargain for with leads
in the first and second half, but
chilly ball handling and snowbird
shots fired up the Mountain Li-
ons to escape Baker with a 37-33
overtime victory to start off the
new year last Thursday.

“We played good defense, that
is best defense that I have seen

East Hardy's Xavia Barl;r beat Tucker County’s Raven Matthews
to the rim for a layup in Baker.

By Carl Holcomb
Moorefield Examiner

in a long time. We prepared for
Raven [Matthews] in the middle
and collapsed on her and took
her out of the game. That’s all
we needed. We missed a couple
snowbirds and that would have
won the game. The foul at the
end of regulation put them on
the line, but other than that it
was a pretty good game,” East
Hardy coach Calvin Mongold
commented.

Two minutes into the game,

the Cougars pounced ahead 4-3
on a layup by Xavia Barber.

East Hardy’s Chloe Miller stole
the ball, but Tucker County’s
Addi Moats blocked the ensuing
shot.

Miller drilled a perimeter bas-
ket to create a 7-3 lead at the 5:23
mark.

Mayah Gross drew a foul and
added one free throw for the
Mountain Lions on the next pos-
session.

Both teams hit the rim, then a
block by Miller developed into a
walk by Tucker County.

Raven Matthews collected a
defensive rebound and passed to
Gross, who was fouled and made
both free throws at3:50.

Gross swiped the ball and Mat-
thews made a putback tying the
game at 2:50, 2-all.

Matthews blocked a shot and
grabbed a defensive rebound mo-
ments later.

Gross was fouled on an offen-
sive rebound and notched one
free throw as the Mountain Lions
regained the lead 8-7 at 2:06.

Gross blocked a shot and Bar-
ber made a save, then the Cou-
gars missed a basket and Mill-
er grabbed the carom and was
fouled leading to missed oppor-
tunities on the line.

continued on page 9
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Tucker County

continued from page 6

mitted two turnovers including
steals by Vetter and Molen, while
Moorefield hit the rim four times
and the Tigers bricked two shots
with Union holding a 15-13 edge
at the break.

Kahangirwe commenced the
second half with a 3-pointer to
put the Yellow Jackets ahead 16-
15.

Two minutes later after a cou-
ple turnovers, Ward made two
free throws for Union to regain
the lead.

Molen grabbed an offense re-
bound before a steal by Streets,
then the Tigers committed an of-
fensive foul on a screen.

Helmick drilled a 3-pointer
for Moorefield to go up 19-17 at
4:28.

The Tigers tied the game on
the following series with a basket
by Gaither.

The nets were quiet for the
next two minutes and change be-
fore a steal and layup by Union’s
Corbin Streets for a21-19 edge at
1:45.

The Yellow Jackets buzzed
back in front on trey from Vetter
at 1:06, 22-21.

Union missed five shots in
the final minute with Moorefield
holding the edge entering the fi-
nal stanza.

Union tied the game on a free
throw by Ward at 7:11, but the
Yellow Jackets responded with
two free throws by Molen within
eight seconds.

Vetter stole the ball, but
Moorefield missed the ensuing
opportunity.

The Tigers walked during a
trap, then Kump scored with
the help of a goaltending call as
Moorefield took a 26-22 lead at
6:03.

This sequence caused a fan to
go berserk and was ejected from
the game which hasn’t happed in

17 years at this holiday tourna-
ment so not so jolly good time.

Union’s Ward recorded a la-
yup, then Streets grabbed a de-
fensive rebound and Linkswiler
netted a jumper to tie the game
at 26-all with 5:10 remaining.

Kump and Vetter made steals
for the Yellow Jackets, but
couldn’t convert into points.

Union missed two field goals
around a block by Kump, but
Ward grabbed a board and passed
to Streets who drew a foul and
made one free throw for a 27-26
led with 2:57 left.

Wolfe stole the ball and the Ti-
gers stalled the game befog a car-
rying violation.

Moorefield hit the rim twice
before losing the ball out of play
with one minute to go.

Union took a 29-26 lead on the
free throws, but the Yellow Jack-
ets never gave up buzzing back to
the win with the miraculous shot
by Kump at the final horn 31-30
for the holiday consolation gift.

—
The Yellow Jackets celebrate the last second victory over Union during the 64th Annual Petersburg
Holiday Tournament consolation game. Cyrus Kump made the game winning shot at the buzzer.
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ODD COUPLES MIXED LEAGUE
12/17/2024

TEAM STANDINGS: Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 52 - 20,
Terminators 52 - 20, MMATFB 46 - 26, Split Happens 40 — 32,
Empire Strikes 37 — 35, Country Cars & Trucks 35 - 37, WELD

35 - 37, Family Traditions I 24 - 48, Family Traditions II 23 —
49, Happy Bowlers 16 — 56;

HIGH GAME MEN (SCRATCH): Arron Faxon 237, Roger Earle
230, Troy McGreevy 230, Jon Hedrick 220;
(HANDICAP): Arron Faxon 252, Roger Earle 252, Trevor
Wratchford 238, Troy McGreevy 236, Walter Barnes 236;
HIGH SERIES MEN (SCRATCH): Troy McGreevy 624, Arron
Faxon 608, Jon Hedrick 593, Walter Barnes 589;
(HANDICAP): Walter Barnes 679, Trevor Wratchford 654,
Arron Faxon 653, Jerry Propst 653;

HIGH AVERAGE (MEN): Cohan Kesner 209.17, Troy
McGreevy 202.93, Jon Hedrick 199.09, Ed Wompler 197.31;
HIGH GAME WOMEN (SCRATCH): Carissa Michael 227, Dee
Anna McDonald 1925, Denise McGreevy 186, Emily
Stark 171; (HANDICAP): Carissa Michael 245, Denise
McGreevy 228, Suzie Berg 224, Dee Anna McDonald 221;
HIGH SERIES WOMEN (SCRATCH): Carissa Michael 609,
Dee Anna McDonald 537, Denise McGreevy 504, Emily Stark
474; (HANDICAP): Carissa Michael 663, Denise McGreevy
630, Dee Anna McDonald 624, Helen Bell 598;

HIGH AVERAGE (WOMEN): Carissa Michael 189.40, Sarah
Earle 175.91, Dee Anna McDonald 173.52, Emily Stark
161.09;

THURSDAY NIGHT MENS LEAGUE
12/19/2024

TEAM STANDINGS: Balls Deep 44 - 24, Vetter’s Mini Mart

41 - 27, Strikeforce 39 - 29, Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 38 - 30,

Chillmers 34 - 34, Petersburg Oil Company 34 - 34, Golden
Lanes 33 - 35;

HIGH GAME (SCRATCH): Don Himelright 256, Jon
Hedrick 243, Tyler Halterman 228, Eddie Baldwin 226, Gary
Leatherman 221; (HANDICAP): Don Himelright 274, Eddie

Baldwin 271, Jon Hedrick 271, Eric Hartman 265, Jeremy
Vetter 263;

HIGH SERIES (SCRATCH): Tyler Halterman 624, Eddie
Baldwin 615, Floyd Shepard 596, Jon Hedrick 592, Evan
Kesner 585; (HANDICAP): Eddie Baldwin 750, Floyd Shepard
734, Eric Hartman 727, Tyler Halterman 699, Ethan Kesner
693;

HIGH AVERAGE: Cohan Kesner 216.65, Don Himelright
208.37, Tyler Halterman 203.27, Zachary Arbaugh 202.51,
Gary Leatherman 200.04, Evan Kesner 199.96;

ODD COUPLES MIXED LEAGUE
12/10/2024

TEAM STANDINGS: Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 50 - 18,
Terminators 49 - 19, MMATFB 43 - 25, Split Happens 36 — 32,
Empire Strikes 35 — 33, Country Cars & Trucks 35 - 33, WELD

33 - 35, Family Traditions I 22 - 46, Family Traditions II 22 —
46, Happy Bowlers 15 - 53;
HIGH GAME MEN (SCRATCH): Phil Crews 256, Arron Faxon
244, Cohan Kesner 234, Pete Luttrell 225;

(HANDICAP): Phil Crews 269, Pete Luttrell 260, Arron Faxon
258, Jerry Propst 245;

HIGH SERIES MEN (SCRATCH): Phil Crews 669, Cohan
Kesner 649, Ed Wompler 608, Jon Hedrick 596;
(HANDICAP): Phil Crews 708, Eric Whetzel 684, Cohan
Kesner 649, Ed Wompler 638;

HIGH AVERAGE (MEN): Cohan Kesner 210.39, Troy
McGreevy 202.63, Jon Hedrick 199.18, Ed Wompler 198.00;
HIGH GAME WOMEN (SCRATCH): Dee Anna McDonald 202,
Sarah Earle 189, Denise McGreevy 182, Ashley
Wratchford 177; (HANDICAP): Dee Anna McDonald 233,
Denise McGreevy 224, Sarah Earle 217, Ashley Wratchford
217;

HIGH SERIES WOMEN (SCRATCH): Dee Anna McDonald
580, Carissa Michael 495, Ashley Wratchford 492, Denise
McGreevy 488; (HANDICAP): Dee Anna McDonald 673,
Denise McGreevy 614, Ashley Wratchford 612, Jordan
Ketterman 598;

HIGH AVERAGE (WOMEN): Carissa Michael 187.89, Sarah
Earle 175.91, Dee Anna McDonald 173.20, Emily Stark
161.27;

THURSDAY NIGHT MENS LEAGUE
12/12/2024

TEAM STANDINGS: Balls Deep 41 - 23, Vetter’s Mini Mart

39 - 25, Strikeforce 38 - 26, Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 37 - 27,

Chillmers 32 - 32, Petersburg Oil Company 30 - 34, Golden
Lanes 30 - 34;

HIGH GAME (SCRATCH): Gary Leatherman 256, Cohan
Kesner 255, Troy McGreevy 235, Jon Hedrick 234, Mike Smith
231; (HANDICAP): Travis Cook 286, Gary Leatherman 283,
Trace Miller 277, Troy McGreevy 271, Eddie Baldwin 270;
HIGH SERIES (SCRATCH): Gary Leatherman 674, Jon
Hedrick 665, Tyler Halterman 631, Troy McGreevy 629, Mike
Smith 619; (HANDICAP): Trace Miller 780, Gary Leatherman
755, Ethan Kesner 752, Jon Hedrick 752, Travis Cook 751;
HIGH AVERAGE: Cohan Kesner 219.38, Don Himelright
209.77, Zachary Arbaugh 204.47, Tyler Halterman 202.98,
Gary Leatherman 200.71, Evan Kesner 200.27;

ODD COUPLES MIXED LEAGUE
12/03/2024

TEAM STANDINGS: Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 50 - 14,
Terminators 45 - 19, MMATFB 40 - 24, Empire Strikes 34 - 30,
Country Cars & Trucks 34 - 30, Split Happens 32 - 32, WELD
30 - 34, Family Traditions II 22 - 42, Family Traditions I 20 —
44, Happy Bowlers 13 - 51;

HIGH GAME MEN (SCRATCH): Larry Walp 244, Cihan
Kesner 236, Arron Faxon 223, Tyler Halterman 215;
(HANDICAP): Larry Walp 260, Arron Faxon 237, Cohan
Kesner 236, Travis Cook 236;

HIGH SERIES MEN (SCRATCH): Larry Walp 618, Cohan
Kesner 603, Ed Wompler 586, Troy McGreevy 566;
(HANDICAP): Larry Walp 666, Trevor Wratchford 646, Travis
Cook 630, Larry Ware 616, Ed Wompler 616;

HIGH AVERAGE (MEN): Cohan Kesner 210.02, Troy
McGreevy 204.17, Jon Hedrick 199.21, Ed Wompler 197.69;
HIGH GAME WOMEN (SCRATCH): Ashley Wratchford 216,
Sarah Earle 215, Emily Stark 212, Dee Anna McDonald

202; (HANDICAP): Ashley Wratchford 256, Emily Stark 252,
Sarah Earle 243, Dee Anna McDonald 233;
HIGH SERIES WOMEN (SCRATCH): Sarah Earle 561, Emily
Stark 555, Dee Anna McDonald 548, Ashley Wratchford 480;
(HANDICAP): Emily Stark 675, Sarah Earle 645, Tonya Ours
644, Dee Anna McDonald 641;
HIGH AVERAGE (WOMEN): Carissa Michael 190.75, Sarah
Earle 175.59, Dee Anna McDonald 171.94, Emily Stark
161.60;

THURSDAY NIGHT MENS LEAGUE
12/05/2024

TEAM STANDINGS: Vetter’s Mini Mart 39 - 21, Balls Deep
37 - 23, Strikeforce 34 - 26, Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 33 - 27,
Chillmers 32 - 28, Golden Lanes 30 - 30, Petersburg Oil
Company 26 - 34;

HIGH GAME (SCRATCH): Cohan Kesner 278, Andrew Kesner
260, Zachary Arbaugh 257, Jon Hedrick 243, Bradley Vetter
242; (HANDICAP): Andrew Kesner 295, Cohan Kesner 287,
Zachary Arbaugh 283, Jeremy Vetter 281, Jon Hedrick 274;
HIGH SERIES (SCRATCH): Andrew Kesner 726, Zachary
Arbaugh 717, Cohan Kesner 674, Jon Hedrick 667, Bradley
Vetter 646; (HANDICAP): Andrew Kesner 831, Zachary
Arbaugh 795, Jon Hedrick 760, Eric Hartman 739, Bradley
Vetter 736;

HIGH AVERAGE: Cohan Kesner 220.67, Don Himelright
211.78, Zachary Arbaugh 205.18, Tyler Halterman 202.49,
Evan Kesner 200.36, Gary Leatherman 199.00;

ODD COUPLES MIXED LEAGUE
11/26/2024

TEAM STANDINGS: Vetter’s Guns & Ammo 47 - 13,
Terminators 41 - 19, MMATFB 37 - 23, Country Cars & Trucks
33 - 27, Empire Strikes 32 - 28, Split Happens 30 - 30, WELD

30 - 30, Family Traditions I 19 - 41, Family Traditions II 18 —
42, Happy Bowlers 13 - 47;

HIGH GAME MEN (SCRATCH): Tyler Halterman 245, Troy
McGreevy 243, Jon Hedrick 235, Cohan Kesner 226;
(HANDICAP): Tyler Halterman 259, Troy McGreevy 247, Eric
Whetzel 244, Jon Hedrick 243;

HIGH SERIES MEN (SCRATCH): Jon Hedrick 615, Troy
McGreevy 609, Cohan Kesner 590, Andrew Hawk 579;
(HANDICAP): Eric Whetzel 703, Andrew Hawk 657, Kevin
McDonald 641, Jon Hedrick 639;

HIGH AVERAGE (MEN): Cohan Kesner 210.62, Troy
McGreevy 205.20, Jon Hedrick 200.44, Ed Wompler 197.86;
HIGH GAME WOMEN (SCRATCH): Sarah Earle 205, Ashley
Wratchford 190, Denise McGreevy 180, Emily Stark 174;
(HANDICAP): Sue Earle 241, Sarah Earle 233, Ashley
Wratchford 231, Sonya Horton 220;

HIGH SERIES WOMEN (SCRATCH): Sarah Earle 543, Ashley
Wratchford 533, Carissa Michael 496, Denise McGreevy 494;
(HANDICAP): Ashley Wratchford 656, Sarah Earle 627,
Denise McGreevy 620, Sue Earle 605;

HIGH AVERAGE (WOMEN): Carissa Michael 190.75, Sarah
Earle 174.68, Dee Anna McDonald 171.22, Emily Stark
160.04

THE OLD MASTER

BY JAY FISHER

If you weren’t sure about
Darian DeVries’ coaching
ability after the Bahamas tour-
nament run, you should be
there now. DeVries pulled off
an accomplishment no other
WVU coach has: he beat Kan-
sas at Phog Allen Field House.
WVU has had some good
teams travel to Kansas, but
they always came back with a
loss (and usually a ridiculous-
ly lopsided free throw margin
for the Jayhawks).

This year, it looked like it
would be a tough Big 12 open-
er for the Mountaineers. First,
their plane was delayed with
mechanical issues. Then they
were without two of their best
players so far: Tucker DeVries
(still out with his upper body
injury), and Amani Hansberry
(who hurt his ankle during

the previous game and was in
a walking boot). And Kansas
did get their share of favorable
ref calls and had a large free
throw advantage yet again.
BUT... West Virginia jumped
out to an early lead, and never
trailed. Kansas staged a come-
back in the second half, and
managed to tie up the game
with under 20 seconds to go.
At this point many Mountain-
eer fans were braced for yet
another heartbreaking loss at
Kansas, but this time, WVU
made a key free throw late,
and held on for a 62-61 win.
They followed that up with
a dominating 69-50 win over
Oklahoma State in Morgan-
town. They led by an amazing
46-19 margin at the half, and
cruised through the second
half for the relatively easy win.

Things will be a lot tougher
from here. For one, WVU is
now a known quantity — teams
will take WVU very seriously
and are unlikely to look past
the Mountaineers. Also, there
are a lot of good teams in the
Big 12. WVU hosted Arizona
last night, who will want to
avenge their overtime loss to
WVU in the Bahamas (they
are also playing better now
than they were back then).
Then they have to travel to
Colorado to face a good Buf-
falo team, and deal with the
altitude in Boulder. Then they
have a pair of top 10 oppo-
nents: at Houston and host-
ing Iowa State. The Mountain-
eers are extremely unlikely to
get through those four games
undefeated, but solid perfor-
mances in those games (and if

they split them 2-2) will be a
very good sign.

I mentioned the altitude at
Colorado for a reason, because
it seemed to affect the wom-
en’s team. They lost their first
conference game of the season
at Colorado. They led pretty
comfortably at half time, but
saw some of that lead slip
away in the third quarter, and
then fell apart in the fourth
quarter. They did bounce
back with a blowout win over
UCEF in their conference home
opener and a double digit win
over BYU, and remain solidly
in the top 20 rankings.

The football team is filling
out their coaching staff. Over-
all, the hires seem pretty good
on paper. Two coaches: Blaine
Stewart (who will be a receiv-
ers coach), and Chad Scott

(running backs) are staying on
from Neal Brown’s staff. Per-
haps the most important hire
is the defensive coordinator,
and WVU managed to pry Zac
Alley away from Oklahoma,
where he was co-Defensive
Coordinator. He is young but
experienced, and did overlap
with Rich Rodriguez at Jack-
sonville State. He believes in
forcing turnovers and bring-
ing pressure, which is some-
thing WVU has had issues
with recently.

Notes: The upcoming
men’s basketball schedule:
this Sunday (Jan 12) at Colo-
rado, 3:00pm on ESPN Plus,
at Houston on Wednesday Jan
15, 8:00pm on ESPN Plus...
Home against Iowa State next
Saturday (Jan 18) at 5:00pm
on ESPN Plus, and home

against Arizona State next
Tuesday (Jan 21), 9:00pm on
CBS Sports Network...The
#22 wrestling team is getting
ready to face quite a gauntlet
over the next few weeks: they
have matches against #13 Iowa
State (1/8), #18 Pitt (1/12),
at #21 Oklahoma (1/17), at
#3 Oklahoma State (1/19), at
#19 Missouri (1/26), and #10
Northern Iowa (2/1). That is
six straight matches against
Top 25 teams...The gymnas-
tics team opened its season
with a win over Temple. They
scored 193.6, in which they
had three good events, and
one bad one on balance beam.
Once they get that squared
away, they should be in good
shape for a solid season.
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CLASSIFIEDS

mum. Registered guests only

SERVICES MISC

CARPET, VINYL, Laminates, and

HARVEST STORAGE: 5x10,

BRIGHT AND SHINING cleaning on premises. No pets allowed.

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

10x10, 10x20, over 100 storage

Non-smoking property. 5 night

service residential and commer- hardwood flooring of all types. C

units in town at 414 Magnolia

cial c]eaning, junk removal, yard &P Carpets Plus, 108 South Fork minimum. $325/l’light plus $250

Street. 304-350-2415 or 540-665-

work and more, reliable service Road. 304-538-6462. Tfn FOR cleaning fee. Available between

3832. tfn

HELP WANTED

LOST RIVER GRILL is hiring

12/21/24 and 1/3/25. 304-490-

RENTMobile Homes

FOR SALE

and reasonable rates. one time

0714. 12/25

STORAGE

*OLD FIELDS Storage* (Units

cleaning or scheduled services.

LAND/LOT/
SHARE

MOBILE HOME lots for rent

Patty Smallwood 540-271-4542 cooks for lunch and dinner shifts,

tin Flexible hours, good pay. Contact

5x10) (10x10) (10x20). Located

Advertise here.
304-530-6397

Kevin. 410-340-2201.tfn

only (No Mobile Homes) at Ce- 4.5 Miles on Rt. 220 North of

SEPTIC TANKS Pumps and por-

LAWN CARE
BRYANS LAWN AND MAIN-

dar Manor Mobile Home Park in Moorefield. Call 304-538-3300.

table toilets rental. M & M Septic

Petersburg, WV. Serious inquires tfn Sales,
Installation,
& Service of

HEATMOR

Furnaces

Service. Call 304-851-2037. tfn TENANCE Service. Reasonable

—n ecememr——as— A S
el | P MR
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

may call 304-668-0730. tfn

FOR RENT

VACATION RENTALS

rates, quality work,and depend-

WATER WELL DRILLING, pump- able service. No job too big or

MTM STORAGE, 5x10 to 12x24.

304-530-5400

ing systems--geothermal systems- small, now booking for snow

r—— o
m P
]

Rt. 55 East of Moorefield and

Cell# 304-257-8882

-water  conditioning--monitoring removal and snow plowing. Li- Emergency 1407 US Route 220 North
i i I - i - South Fork Depot in Moorefield. i
wells. 5 Generations of experience. SUNRISE RIDGE- Scenic vaca u r pot 1 censed and insured. Free esti- Generators Moorefleld,WV‘26836
e . . Sales & Owner Jeff Saville
Frame Drilling. 304- 636-6025. tfn  tion rental located in Kirby, WV. Storage units, retail space, office 1.(es. Call 304-897- 6752 or Installation Licensed & Insured WV041077

304-490-9673. tfn

FOR SALE

SHINGLETON

4bedroom/3 bath. 8 guests maxi- space. 304-530-6707 tfn

N

(304) 538-6005

. . e Heating e Cooling
Contracting & Excavating o Residental o Commerci
e 24 hr.Service e Maintenance Contracts
304-257-0570 | S, Air Quality Systems, Inc.
WV 039173 “"Wo 1407A US HWY 220N, Moorefield, WV
) SN e et e SO .\ Licensed & Insured
BUIlAINGISites’ RS ol il

H A\%ﬁﬁlg\%@%hl ESEN efficiency with service from
@ PART OF OUR
SERVICE PLAN.

Land Clearing Ponds

Judy's Mobile
Homes, Inc.

DAY SHIFT POSITIONS AVAILABLE
$16 PER HOUR STARTING PAY

PANHANDLE
Tscﬁuotomﬁs;@gg.

o HEATING * COOLING
* PLUMBING ° ELECTRICAL

304-530-7377

Day Shift (5:00am — 3:30pm)
Four Day Work Week

Employee Referral Bonus

Quarterly Attendance Bonus
Paid Time Off after 90 Days
Medical, Dental & Vision Benefits
401(k) Retirement Plan

Clean, Dry, Work Environment

Financing Available mmu
PEACOCK MANUFACTURING COMPANY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER . ANIMAL HOSPITAL . SOLID WASTE HAULER
MIKE’S CONSTRUCTION LLC o e
MIKE’S ERCAVATING h . www.envircoinc.com
Sherman Law Firm sy renvircoine.

Owner/Operator
Purgitsville, WV 26852
Licensed & Insured
#WUve42472

304-851-662
FREE ESTIMATES

EnvircoNews

»

e
Envirco

SOUTH BRANCH
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

304-530-7224 (SBAH)

NEW & USED Homes

NEW Modular Homes

Affordable Housing
for Everyone

+ Bankruptcy ¢ Death Claims ¢ Divorce & Custody
*Domestic Violence ¢ Criminal Law & DUI «Personal Injury
*Motor Vehicle Accidents Social Security Disability &
Worker's Compensation

5201 US Rt 220 S
Moorefield, WV 26836
southbranchanimalhospital @yahoo.com

¢ Large Parts Inventory

e Transporters www.southbranchanimalhospital.com
REMODELING, . . Hours: M-F Sam~7pm;

PO. Box 377, U.S. Rt. 50 E GARAGES, ROOFING, Moorefield Office: (304) 538-3799 Mm (304) 8224740 Saturday 9-12 304-897-6060
Shanks, WV 26761 SIDING, DECKS, PONDS, Toll Free: 1-800-619-4740 800-235-4044
304-496-7777 DITCHES, TREE Lawrence E. Sherman, Jr., Esq. ® Grant M. Sherman, Esq. West Virginia Certificated

USS. Rt. 220 SEIS“T/:&%I)G%\%IIEIGON’ AS A RESULT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF QM@Q Celhisiclnenter
Moorefield, WV 26836 DRIVEWAYS. SHALE OUR CLIENTS WE ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL TIMES T DISCUSS OUR CASES 4 Sening Hardy & Grant
304-538-7066 CRAVEL BTC. WITH OUR CLIENTS BY TELEPHONE. counties since 1990

Advertising rates in this section: $8.00 first 25 words and 20¢ per word each additional word. Blind ads double the above rates. Display state law. Only
current paid-up accounts will be allowed to charge classified and/or display advertising. All others must be paid in advance. Political advertising must be
paid in advance. The Moorefield Examiner assumes no financial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements  only one corrected classified
insertion can be printed at no charge, so immediate notification regarding incorrect classified advertisements is required. The Moorefield Examiner reserves
the right to be an unlawful employment practice, unless based on bona fide occupational qualifications or except where based upon applicable security regu-
lations established by the United States or the state of West Virginia for an employer or employment agency to print or circulate or cause to be printed or to

Now is the Time to Set Your Financial Resolutions for 2025

use in any form or application for employment or to make an inquiry in connection with prospective employment, which expresses the following: Directly
or indirectly any limitation, specifications or discrimination as to race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical handicap, marital status, sex,
age or any intent to make such limitation, specification or discrimination. Rentals and Real Estate: Notice: All real estate advertised herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, disability,
martial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.” We will not knowingly accept any advertising
for real estate which is in violation of the law. All persons are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

West Virginia Statewide
Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

(StatePoint) January is a time
for setting goals, new habits and

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR

tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate  today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military

MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance — NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Infor-mation Kit with
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV +
INTERNET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no contracts, easy
installation, and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 844-230-3640
MISCELLANEOUS

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR,
RV and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle
pickup and receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
964-4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-

truck, boat,

Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell
your car to Peddle. Easy three step
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to re-ceive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today
to schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam
or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company -
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES with Briggs & Stratton®
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators
— the most powerful home standby
generators available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty — 7 years
($849 value.) Proudly made in the
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-
609-1433.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually im-paired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-855-368-9004 today

WHEN YOU WANT THE BEST,
you want Omaha Steaks! 100%
guaranteed and delivered to your
door! Our Butcher’'s Deluxe Package
makes a great gift and comes with 8
FREE Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call
1-877-460-6356 and mention code
77318CKG or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe9637

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

R Piéss

1 ASSOCIATION . SERVICES - FOUNDATION

fresh starts.

Here are five financial New
Year’s resolutions you can set
for yourself, along with how a
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLAN-
NER® professional can help you
achieve them:

Boost your financial IQ: Finan-
cial literacy is critical to building
wealth. It will help you break bad
habits and make better choices.
From managing debt to invest-
ing, a CFP® professional can ed-
ucate you on potential strategies
for reaching your goals. When
you work together to execute
those strategies, you’ll do so with
a clear understanding.

Plan for the future: Because
of compound interest, the right
time to get serious about your in-
vestments and savings is always
as soon as possible. If you've de-
layed this goal, make 2025 the
year to open or increase your
retirement account contribu-
tions. Your CFP® professional
can make recommendations for
what type of accounts to open.
They can also help you calculate
how much you need to contrib-
ute monthly to have the retire-
ment you desire and to meet your
other long-term goals.

Reduce your tax burden: It’s
not too early to begin planning
for tax season. Work with your
advisor to use tax-advantaged
investments and deductions to
keep more of your money next
year.

Review your insurance poli-
cies: Figuring out whether you
have the right types of insurance
coverage in place and in the prop-
er amounts can be tricky. Review

your policies with your CFP®
professional to better understand
this important aspect of your
overall financial plan.

Make a budget: Whether
you're currently spending more
than you earn or earning more
than you spend, creating and ad-
hering to a budget is the best way
to get smart about your finances.
If you're in a net deficit, you can
look to your budget to identify
where you can reasonably reduce

— s
expenses, or alternatively, boost
your income. Your budget can
also show where to direct any
surplus.

You can find a CFP® pro-
fessional by visiting LetsMak-
eAPlan.org.

This new year, let a financial
advisor trained to examine every
facet of your finances help you
get your ducks in a row.
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PUBLIC NOTICES)

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service
(www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia until February 11, 2025 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly
thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call
011

Contract
2023160027

State Project
S$316-259-15.75 00

REMARKS:

Federal Project
STBG-0259 (211)D

DBE GOAL: 6 % OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.

Description
RESURFACING

WV 259-GROVER SMITH
WV 259-GROVER SMITH
COUNTY: HARDY

total bid, whichever is greater.

bid, but will be required before work can begin. Registration is required with the Department of A
Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of

The West Vlrglnla Department of Transportatlon Division of nghways reserves the right to defer, delay or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for

any project in this adver

this adver

minority

without the

g such adver

received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Depanmenl of Transportation Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to
i enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the
grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

Division of F

he deferment, delay, postponement, and the date that proposals will be

in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3,

12/25,1/8,1/15

Mountain Lions

continued from page 6

After a Tucker County turn-
over, the Cougars failed to con-
nect.

Tucker County’s Sutton Pass
netted bucket in the paint with
44 seconds left in the first period.

East Hardy answered with a la-
yup from Brooklynn Tinnell.

Tinnell snatched a defensive
rebound, but the Cougars lost
the ball on an errant pass out of
play.

Tucker County’s Cortney Shaf-
fer made a rebound and basket at
the buzzer for a 12-9 edge.

Chloe Miller made two free
throws for the Cougars at the
7:35 mark of the second period.

Brooklyn Miller hauled in a
rebound, but stepped out of
bounds on the baseline.

Tucker  County’s  Maddy
Helmick made an offensive re-
bound, but was tied up by Miller
for a jump ball.

Tinnell drew a foul and sank
both charity stripe buckets giv-
ing the Cougars the lead 13-12
at 6:44.

After a walk, East Hardy’s Tin-
nell netted a layup to extend the
lead 15-12.

Tucker County hit the rim four
time, despite a steal by Helmick.

Tinnell was hammered in the
paint and nailed both free shots
for a 17-12 lead at 5:02.

A steal coming off a block by
Chloe Miller setup a jumper by
Tinnell fora 19-12 advantage at
4:13.

Tucker County’s Moats
notched two free throws cutting
the deficit to 19-14 at 3:01.

East Hardy’s Addison Armen-
trout collected an offensive car-
om and dished to Tinnell for a
basket at 2:23. 21-14.

A steal by Regan Herron led to
a breakaway layup at 2:02 for the
Mountain Lions.

Chloe Miller drew a foul and
made one foul shot at 1:29.

Tucker County responded
with a 3-pointer by Herron, then
Moats snatched a defensive re-
bound.

Herron drilled another trifecta
with 25 seconds remaining in the
first half tying the game at 22-all
and Gross put an exclamation
point on the half with a final sec-
ond blocked shot.

Barber went tot he free throw
line on the opening series of the
third period for the Cougars, but
missed the shots and Tinnell
swooped in for the carom and
made the bucket at 7:45 to regain
the lead.

Both teams missed field goals,
then Tucker County’s Moats
made a putback to even the score

L]

IA/RV,

East Hardy's Brooklynn Tinnell made a baseline shot in between

Tucker County's Cortney Shaffer and Mayah Gross.

at 6:52, 24-all.

The Cougars lost the ball out
of bounds as Barber fell down,
then Tucker County missed three
shots before Gross finally added
a putback to regain the lead 26-
24 at 5:47.

Herron stole the ball, but hit
the rim and Barber grabbed the
board.

East Hardy passed around the
key before it was disrupted with
a steal by Helmick.

Tinnell knocked the ball loose,
but was called for a foul.

Moats notched a jumper at
4:29 for a 28-24 lead.

There were a combined eight
missed field goals, then back-to-
back steals by Armentrout and
Gross with the latter creating one
free throw from Gross at 2:00.

Past collected a tipped rebound
off the missed free throw and
made the basket for a 31-24 lead
with under two minutes left in
the third frame.

Matthews made two blocked
shots, but the second one had
contact for a foul as Tinnell made
two free throws for the Cougars
with 57 seconds on the clock.

Armentrout tried to battle for a
jump ball, but a foul was called an
Matthews made one free two for
a 32-26 lead.Both teams missed
two field goals in the first two
and a half minutes of the fourth
period, then Tinnell made a layup
for the Cougars at 5:30.

Tinnell stole the ball and made
a breakaway bucket to cut the
deficit to 32-30 with 5:06 left.

Barber took a dive for a loose
ball and was tied up for a jump
ball.

Tinnell grabbed a rebound
then Herron blocked a shot.

Armentrout made a steal and
the errant shots tempt went off
the Mountain Lions.

Armentrout was called for a
fourth foul, then Chloe Miller
corralled a defensive rebound

Tinnell nailed a 3-pointe to
put East Hardy ahead 33-32 with
3:45 to go.

East Hardy’s Adyson Crider
hauled in a defensive rebound,

then the Cougars walked.

A trap forced a timeout, then
Tinnell made a steal and slowed
the offense down.

Gross stole the ball, but missed
the shot.

Moats swiped the ball and the
ensuing attempt was blocked by
Armentrout.

Tucker County missed five field
goals and East Hardy missed a
pair over the next minute and
change, then a free throw by Her-
ron tied the game with 18 sec-
onds left in regulation.

Herron blocked a shot and
Gross made a steal, then Armen-
tout crashed in for a steal leading
to a jump ball with one second to
go.

The initial arrow possession
call was for the Cougars, but it
was a mistake and given to Tuck-
er County who missed the fi-
nal shot of regulation tied at 33
points apiece.

Armentrout collected a defen-
sive rebound on the first pos-
session of overtime, then Mat-
thews knocked the ball loose for
a turnover collected by Isabella
Kitzmiller.

Tucker County was called for a
lane violation, then the Cougars
walked.

The Mountain Lions lost the
ball out of bounds, but a steal by
Herron led to a jumper by Mat-
thews for a 35-33 lead with 1:56
left in overtime.

Both teams missed a couple
field goals before a jumper by
Shaffer put Tucker County ahead
37-33 with 45 seconds remain-
ing.

East Hardy hit the rim again
and Shaffer made a save, but the
pass was intercepted by Brook-
lynn Miller.

The Cougars missed the field
goal and Tinnell scrambled for
the rebound and a timeout with
four seconds.

The Cougars found ice on the
rim on one final shot and Herron
hauled in the carom as the Moun-
tain Lions won 37-33.

REGION VIII SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY

NOTICE

Effective immediately all loads entering
the Northern and Southern Transfer Stations
are required to be tarped or netted.

This includes bagged trash. All loads not
properly tarped or netted will be refused.
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CLASS II LEGAL AD

Youth Services
Request for Proposals

The Region VII Workforce Development Board (WDB) has issued a Request for Proposals (RFP)
for Youth Services to execute the Policies and Procedures of the Region VII Workforce Develop-
ment Board and the Local Elected Officials. The provision of qualified staffing is central to delivery
of youth services. A vendor’s conference for all interested proposers will be held on February 12,
2025 from 11:00 A.M. until 1:00 PM. at the Region VII Workforce Development Board administra-
tive office at 151 Robert C. Byrd Industrial Park Road, Suite 2, in Moorefield, WV. Interested par-
ties can obtain a copy of the RFP beginning January 8, 2025 by contacting TJ Van Meter, Executive
Director, at the Region VII Workforce Development Board administrative office, at (304) 530-5258
or (304) 530-3917 or by visiting our website at www.wvregion7workforce.org. Proposals are

due no later than 4:00 p.m. on March 11, 2025. The Region VIl WDB is an Equal Opportunity

p@\‘\/lm

Employer.
12/25,1/08,
IN THE FAMILY COURT OF H Gy COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
!
IN RE: Civil Action No._c2M - -8
The Marriage of:

and Lg JZ)U%@VOFIR\\ ooy

J
Petitioner (First/Middle/Last)

Respondent (FirstMiddle/Last) U

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

To the Above-Named Respondent:

PHeyis Rodriauens

; THE OBJECT OF THIS SUIT IS TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE.
THIS IS A PUBLICATION BY CLASS II LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT.

& 0
It appearing by affidavit filed in this action that kg’\ XS @Ddﬂ Cbl )9 Ny

is a non-resident of the State of West Virginia or has an unknown address. It is hereby ordered that

serve upon \'\Q(T‘i\l (b ()WUUH' (' \Orb

(Check only one.) [] Petitioner/ [] Petmonez’s Atiomey/LZ/Cm:uxt Clerk's Office, whose address is

Q0N Wa ‘%hin(gh?ﬁ(%*‘ \Mmf‘v—pro\d‘ WY A8 o, west virgiia,

an Answer, incl any related

L2035 .

action on or before 4’2}{\ | ﬂr\} al

im or defense you may have to the Petition For Divorce filed in this

If you fail to Answer the Petition for Divorce,

a judgment may be taken against you for the relief demanded in the Petition.
A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk's Office.

Entered by the Clerk of said Court %m\ \I l (1V Car ‘J’

k(n W LJ(%O@\&M

Clerk of the @un

1/8,1/15

Tucker County

continued from page 6

stole the ball leading to a layup
from Bonner at 3:24.

Wilfong snatched a defensive
board before losing the black
out of bounds, but the Cougars
walked seconds later.

Bonner nailed a jumper for
Tucker County on the net series
at 2:04.

After a Tucker County turn-
over, Teets netted a jumper for
the Cougars to close the gap
15-8 with 1:22 left in the first
period.

East Hardy’s Mason Hamilton
had his knee buckle and fell dur-
ing a defensive shift and would
leave the game.

Tucker County’s Cayden Ar-
nold swiped the ball and made a
breakaway layup to create a 17-8
lead with just under a minute to
go.

Good corralled an offensive
carom and made the putback for
the Cougars.

Evan Hamilton hauled in a
defensive rebound, but Tucker
County denied the ensuing shot.

Wilfong hit a jumper with
eight seconds left for a 19-10
lead to close the frame.

Wilfong blocked a shot ear-
ly in the second period as the
Mountain Lions kept East Hardy
in check.

However, the Cougars weren’t
ready to fold with a diving steal
by Teets and a layup moments
later to slice the deficit to 19-12
at 6:48.

There were a combined eight
missed shots over the next min-
ute and change before East Har-
dy’s Joseph Price scored in the
paint off an assist by Teets at
5:01, 19-14.

Tucker County countered with
a 3-pointer by Mitchell at 3:58.

Wilfong blocked a shot, then
Trevor Roof and Good collected
offensive rebounds for the Cou-
gars with a putback by Good at
3:19

Mitchell made a basket driv-
ing to the hoop on the ensuing
series for the Mountain Lions to
go up 24-16.

After a charge by Teets, Evan
Hamilton stole the ball before
it was snatched back by Tucker
County leading to a bucket from
Bonner at 2:24 for a double digit
lead 26-16.

Bonner added a pair of perim-
eter shots for the Mountain Li-
ons in the final two minutes of
the first half, while the Cougars
got a baseline shot by Teets and
a layup from Good with one sec-
ond left .

Tucker County held a 34-20
advantage at the break.

“I thought we had a lot of en-
ergy and played with a lot of in-
tensity. We just got dinged up
early and that changed the game.
I think that was the problem,
they got a bit of a cushion and
played more relaxed. We played
with some pressure and instead
of letting the offense come to us,
we pressed too much. We should
have settled down and ran our
stuff to get good looks inside. I
thought that was the difference
in the game,” East Hardy coach
Chris Hahn remarked.

The third period started with

a missed shot by the Cougars,
then Tucker County’s Mikey
Mitchell netted a layup.

East Hardy answered with a
jumper by Teets at 7:21 for a 36-
22 score.

Good blocked shots twice,
then Wilfong made a leaping re-
bound save off a bricked shot.

After a score by Lambert, East
Hardy got a layup from Teets at
6:03.

The Mountain Lions respond-
ed with a perimeter bucket by
Sam Marks for a 41-24 lead at
5:50.

Good drew a foul on the next
possession and made both free
throws for the Cougars.

The Mountain Lions fumbled
the ball out of bounds, then
Teets scored inside the paint at
3:34.

. Tpsssss

Notice of Administration to Creditors,
Distributees & Legatees

Notice is hereby given that the following
estate(s) have been opened for probate in the
Hardy County Clerk’s

Office at 204 Washington Street, Moorefield,
WV 26836-0200. Any person seeking to
impeach or establish a will

must make a complaint in accordance with
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11
through 13. Any

interested person objecting to the qualifica-
tions of the personal representative or the
venue or jurisdiction of the

court, shall file notice of an objection with
the County Commission within 60 days after
the date of the first
publication or within 30 days of the service
of the notice, whichever is later. If an objec-
tion is not filed timely, the

objection is forever barred. Any person inter-
ested in filing claims against an estate must
file them in accordance
with West Virginia Code 44-2 and 44-3 and/
or 44-1-14A(10).

Settlement of the estate(s) of the follow-
% named decedent(s) will proceed without
eference to a fiduciary
commissioner unless within 60 days from the
first publication of this notice a reference is
requested by a party of
interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim
and good cause is shown to support reference
to a fiduciary
commissioner. If no reference to a fiduciary
commissioner is listed herein, claims against
the estate(s)
must be filed in accordance with West
Virginia Code 44-1-14A(10).

First Publication Date: Wednesday, January
8, 2025
Claim Deadline: Sunday, March 9, 2025

ESTATE NAME: EVA JANET WOLFE

CO EXECUTOR GREG C VANCE 101
DOGWOOD ST MOOREFIELD WV
26836-9527

CO EXECUTOR JEFF A VANCE 568 DEER
TRAILRD MOOREFIELD WV 26836-8136

ESTATE NAME: MICHAEL JOSEPH
HORNYAK

EXECUTOR JESSE EDWIN HORNYAK
1159 JENKINS RUN RD MOOREFIELD
WV 26836-8351

ESTATE NAME: WARREN A HARTHAU-
SEN SR

EXECUTRIX CHRISTY SNYDER 7497 US
HWY 220 S MOOREFIELD WV 26836-8399
ATTORNEY NATHAN H WALTERS PO
BOX 119 204 NORTH ELM STREET
MOOREFIELD WV 26836-0119

ESTATE NAME: FRANKLIN DELANO
QUATTRO

EXECUTRIX ALLISON A QUATTRO BLA-
HUT 930 WINDRIVER DR SYKESVILLE
MD 21784-5528

ESTATE NAME: BARBARA HARRIS CALL
EXECUTRIX NOVALE T FOWLER 236
HOPELESS LANE MOOREFIELD WV
26836-9063

ATTORNEY NATHAN H WALTERS WAL-
TERS, HEISHMAN & VANCE, PLLC PO
BOX 119 204 NORTH ELM

STREET MOOREFIELD WV 26836-0119

ESTATE NAME: CHARLES EDWARD
LOOK JR

EXECUTRIX LAUREL F LOOK 1259
TROUT RUN ROAD WARDENSVILLE WV
26851-8010

ESTATE NAME: MARJORIE LEONA FLINN

EXECUTOR GARY JEWELL 1580 PROTER
RD CASSATT SC 29032-9274

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

01/02/2025
Y fpltin

Loretta L. Humbertson
Clerk of the Hardy County Commission
1/8,1/15

East Hardy's Joseph Price leapt for a layup again;t Tucker County

in Hambleton.

After a couple foul shots for
Tucker County, East Hardy re-
sponded with a jumper by Teets
to make it 43-30.

The Mountain Lions missed
two shots before a block by
Good, then Arnold stole the ball
and Tucker County missed three
more shots before a putback
from Wilfong at 1:43.

Good was injured on a foul
and timeout was called, then
Good remained in the game
making one foul shot at 1:28.

Good blocked two shots, then

the Mountain Lions crashed into
the paint again drawing a foul.

Wilfong notched a jumper
oath one minute to go.

East Hardy answered with a
basket by Teets on the following
series for a 47-33 score heading
into the final stanza.

The Mountain Lions out-
scored East Hardy 12-7 in the
fourth period to claim the 59-40
victory.

East Hardy’s Joseph Price
made an old-fashioned three-
point play in the fourth peri-
od, while Brayden Gregory and

Potomac Highlands Environmental
Project Coordinator

Region 8 Planning and Development Council is seeking a
creative, results driven Project Coordinator to join our team
to deliver community development projects within Grant,
Hampshire, Hardy, Mineral, and Pendleton counties of West

Virginia.

The Potomac Highlands Environmental Project Coordinator
position requires a bachelor's degree in public
administration/business administration or a related field.

Also, an associate degree with related experience will
be considered. Primary responsibilities will include the

development of projects for local governments, grant
writing, and reporting, specifically targeted to help reduce
pollution of the Chesapeake Bay. Strong analytical, written,
and oral skills are required. Salary commensurate with
education and experience. Fringe benefits for the position
include health insurance, retirement, vacation, and sick
leave.

To see a job description go to
www.regioneight.org/employment Please submit
your resume with a cover letter to Potomac Highlands
Environmental Project Coordinator Position to Region
8 PDC, 131 Providence Lane, Petersburg, WV 26847
or mearle@regioneight.org
The Region 8 PDC is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Bulldo

By Carl Holcomb
Moorefield Examiner

The Martinsburg Bulldogs
went undefeated to claim the
annual Baker Brawl wrestling
tournament hosted by East
Hardy High School last Satur-
day to unleash the new year.

East Hardy Cougars hosted
five teams in the Baker Brawl,
despite the overnight snowfall
which prevented two teams
from coming to Baker.

The Cougars welcomed
Moorefield, Martinsburg, Pe-
tersburg, Pendleton County

and Broadway (VA) for the
Baker Brawl on a chilly day.
The wrestling

squads of

East Hardy, Moorefield and
Broadway each finished the
Baker Brawl with 3-2 records.

Pendleton County Wres-
tling team in its inaugural
season went 1-4 in the Baker
Brawl, while veteran Peters-
burg Vikings rounded out the
field at 0-5.

“I was worried we might not
have the Baker Brawl and two
teams couldn’t make it with
the weather they had. I was
very impressed with every-
thing today. I was impressed
with the competition and the
sportsmanship. We hope the
weather would cooperate bet-
ter next time. We have a lot

East Hardy's Gracie Heishman put Pendleton County’s Thunder Gill
in a headlock during the 132-lb. match at the Baker Brawl.

Wildcats rall

By Carl Holcomb
Moorefield Examiner

The Yellow Jackets squan-
dered a seven point lead with
under four minutes remaining
in the 64th Annual Petersburg
Boys Basketball Holiday Tourna-
ment first round game as Pend-
leton County rallied to secure a
60-51 victory to advance to the
championship.

“We needed to play defense.
We didn’t play defense or take
care of the basketball. If we
played hard it would come our
way and it did. If finally came
our way. [Petersburg Holiday
Tournament] Thirty some years
ago, I played in it. It has been
going on for 64 years and is the
oldest tournament in the state.
It means a lot, because of the tra-
dition. It is fun and great to see
everybody out here. It is packed
every year. I am not sure what I
expected. We haven’t played well
and could have come up short. I
am just glad that when the bus
pulled in, in the middle of the
fourth quarter that we were on
it,” Pendleton County coach Jer-
emy Bodkin remarked.

Moorefield’s Cyrus Kump pro-
vided a 48-41 lead with a play in
the paint with 4:17 remaining.

A steal by Pendleton County’s
Josiah Kimble and dish to Tra-
vis Owens for a layup sparked a
17-0 run by the Wildcats.

The Yellow Jackets came up
empty, then Kimble drilled a
3-pointer for the Wildcats slic-
ing the deficit to 48-46 with 3:16
to go.

Owens swiped the ball and
found Kimble for a layup to tie
the game with 2:55 left.

Pendleton County’s Chase
Owens stole the ball and scored
on a breakaway layup to take a
50-48 lead at 2:42.

Henry Warner stole the ball
and Travis Owens made a layup
was the momentum continued
for the Wildcats.

Warner swiped the ball again
and netted a alayup for a 54-48
lead with 1:56 remaining.

Chase Owens intercepted a
pass, but the Wildcats missed
their shot this time.

The Yellow Jackets hit the rim
twice before Guyan Kahangirwe
fouled out.

Moorefield’s Brady Vetter
stole the ball and the offense
sputtered with two errant at-
tempts.

Kimble notched four free
throws in a span of 21 seconds
sandwiching his own steal as
Pendleton County took a 58-48
lead with 25 seconds to go.

Moorefield’s Jackson Helmick
nailed a 3-pointer with 13 sec-
onds left to close the gap to 58-
51.

Pressure by the Yellow Jackets
forced a turnover, then Pendle-
ton County’s Chase pens stole
the ball and netted a layup for
the 60-51 win.

Pendleton County took a 12-8
lead on a 3-pointer by Josiah
Kimble with 1:57 left in the first
period.

Khangirwe nailed a perimeter
bucket for the Yellow Jackets at
1:13 to close the gap, 13-11.

Both teams missed a cou-
ple baskets and had a turnover

Moorefield’s Shawn Reed made

a cut at the top of the key
against the Wildcats in the Pe-
tersburg Holiday Tournament.
apiece to finish out the first
frame.

The Wildcats hit the rim thrice
in the opening minute of the
second period, despite a steal by
Ashton Kisamore.

Moorefield’s Cyrus Kump
made a free throw at 6:44, then
Brady Vetter collected a defen-
sive rebound.

Shawn Reed put the Yellow
Jackets ahead 14-13 with a pair
of charity stripe buckets at 6:14.

A block attempt by Kahangir-
we turned into a foul with Kim-
ble making one free two to tie
the game at 5:05.

The Wildcats regained the
lead on a putback by Kisamore
at 5:04.

Reed tied the game at 16-all
with a putback at 4:41.

Chase Owens and Cyrus
Kump traded baskets with the
game locked at 18-all with 3:01
left in the first half.

Kimble connected on a
3-pointer as Pendleton County
went up 21-18 at 2:34.

Kump netted a jumper on the
ensuing Moorefield possession
at 2:14.

Kisamore added two free
throws with 1:07 to go.

Kahangirwe corralled an of-
fensive carom and made a jump-
er with 51 seconds left, 23-22.

Moorefield forced a turnover
and took the lead on a bucket by
Kump with 20 seconds remain-
ing.

The Wildcats regained the
lead on a layup by Travis Owens
to close out the first half, 25-24.

“Pendleton, our defense was
real solid. We don’t have enough
experience in those games and
didn’t handle the pressure in the
end of the game. That was it. We
played a really good 28 minutes,
but had a really bad four min-
utes,” Moorefield coach Scott
Stutler noted.

Moorefield’s Diego Taylor
grabbed a defensive rebound
to commence the third period
which led to a jumper by Reed at
7:24 for the lead 26-25.

Pendleton County went back
on top within 14 seconds on a
shot from Chase Owens.

A couple missed shots and
turnovers transpired over the
next minute before Kimble
notched two free throws for a
29-26 edge at 6:01.

The Yellow Jackets equalized
the score on a 3-pointer drilled
by Kahangirwe on the following
series at 5:30.

Kisamore put the Wildcats up
31-29 at the 4:47 mark.

to work on as a team to get
where we need to be, but I
was impressed with their ef-
fort,” East Hardy Wrestling
coach Steven Miller noted.

East Hardy commenced the
Baker Brawl with a victory
over county rival Moorefield
46-34.

There will be a rematch for
the Hardy Hammer on Janu-
ary 23 in front of the East Har-
dy student body for a special
matinee match in Baker.

East Hardy’s Aaron Barb
(106) received a forfeit win
against the Yellow Jackets to
begin the Baker Brawl.

East Hardy’s Jayden Funk
(113) earned a first period pin
at 0:34 over Moorefield’s Lee-
anne Coon.

Moorefield’s Javiar Acosta
(120) garnered a first period
pin at 0:02 over East Hardy’s
Eli Combs.

Moorefield’s Jean Gonzalez
(126) collected a first period
pin 0:12 over East Hardy’s
Madilyn Funk.

Moorefield’s Jhon  Paul
(132) won by a 17-4 deci-
sion over East Hardy’s Gracie
Heishman.

East Hardy’s Morganne
Miller (138) took a forfeit win
due to a disqualification over
Moorefield’s Jordan Fields.

Moorefield’s Drake Milner

Moorefield responded for the
lead as Kahangirwe knocked
down a trifecta at 4:22, 32-31.

Kahangirwe stole the ball be-
fore there was an offensive foul
and the Wildcats missed at the
line.

Kahangirwe made a mid-range
jumper at 3:25 to end the lead to
34-31.

Both teams committed turn-
overs, then Kisamore scored on
a putback at 2:55.

Molen made a steal and passed
to Taylor in the paint, who dished
back to Molen for the basket for
a 36-33 lead at 1:52.

Taylor sandwiched free throws
around a steal by Molen within
six seconds to put the Yellow
Jackets ahead 38-33 with 1:22
left in the third period.

(144) and Riley Pillus (150)
each collected forfeit wins.

East Hardy’s Cooper Eckard
(157) notched a first period
pin at 0:51 over Moorefield’s
Wyyatt Shirk.

East Hardy’s Shawn Bodkin
(165) recorded a 9-nil deci-
sion over Moorefield’s Dylan
Colasessano.

East Hardy’s Ryan Harman
(175) garnered a second pe-
riod pin at 1:08 over Moore-
field’s Caleb Flinn.

East Hardy’s Eli Mathias
(190) earned a first period pin
at 1:24 over Moorefield’s Dal-
tan Alt.

Moorefield’s E.J. Wyman
(215) collected a first period
pin at 0:28 over East Hardy’s
Maddox Richard.

East Hardy’s Garrett Van
Meter (285) finished the
match with a first period pin
at 1:18 over Moorefield’s Aid-
an Jones.

“The Baker Brawl is a great
tournament for our younger
wrestlers to gain more expe-
rience. I will take the loss to
East Hardy today, because I
would rather win the Hardy
Hammer,” Moorefield Wres-
tling coach Rob Pillus re-
marked.

During the  exhibition
matches, Moorefield’s Annie
Barr edged East Hardy’s Ol-

There was a dive for the ball
and a jump ball, then a technical
foul was called on the Wildcats
coach and Mooreifeld missed the
free throws prior to an offensive
foul.

Molen recorded a block and
steal, but Chase Owens dashed
down the court to make a block
before a walk by the Yellow Jack-
ets.

Owens notched a jumper with
one second on the clock to cut
the Moorefield lead down to 38-
35 entering the final stanza.

Pendleton County steadily
mounted a comeback with a
flurry of shots coming in the last
four minutes to emerge victori-
ous 60-51 and would advance
and win the championship the
following day over the Vikings.

Y to knock out Moorefield in

gs bash mats for Baker Brawl title

Moreﬁeld's Jordan Fields stuck out his tongue, while flipping
Broadway'’s Phillips during the 138-lb. match at the Baker Brawl.

ivia Loy in an 8-6 decision and
East Hardy’s Catie Mathias
pinned Moorefield’s LaTanya
Redman in the second period
at 1:13.

These are the Baker Brawl
overall scoring results: Mar-
tinsburg 54, Moorefield 12;
Martinsburg 69, Petersburg
12; Martinsburg 67, Broadway
12; Martinsburg 84, Pendle-
ton County O; Martinsburg 78,
East Hardy O; East Hardy 72,
Pendleton County 3; East Har-

dy 54, Petersburg 27; Broad-
way 47, East Hardy 34; Moore-
field 78, Pendleton County 6;
Moorefield 46, Broadway 35;
Moorefield 72, Petersburg 12;
Broadway 47, Petersburg 11;
Pendleton County 36, Peters-
burg 30; Broadway 65, Pend-
leton County 12.

The Baker Brawl has become
a fun and rewarding tourna-
ment for the local wrestling
community as it continues to
grow in Hardy County.

hollday tournament

Mooreﬁelds Guyan Kahanglnlve corralled a rebound for a basket

against Pendleton County during the 64th Annual Petersburg Holi-
day Tournament first round contest.

T

January 10, 2025
12:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Enjoy hot dogs, chips, cupcakes, popcorn, drinks,
specialty giveaways, door prizes, and more!

Moorefield

402 South Main Street

(304) 538-7900
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