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Secretary of State Warner announces
that Ballot Positions for Primary
Election Candidates will take place
on February 24th in all 55 counties

Charleston, W.Va. — WV Sec-
retary of State Kris Warner has
announced that the drawing to
see in what order the names of
candidates will appear on the
May 12th Primary Election ballot
is scheduled to take place in all
55 counties on Tuesday, February
24th, at 9:00am.

According to WV State Code,
the County Clerk in each county
is responsible for managing the
process for determining the order
that candidates’ names appear on
the ballot. By law, this determi-
nation is made by random draw-
ing for each office in which more
than one candidate has filed,
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which is open to candidates or
candidates’ representatives.
“This event is the next phase
of preparing for the Primary Elec-
tion,” said Secretary Warner. “Yet
another procedure built into law
for transparency and fairness,
each County Clerk manages the
random drawing to order candi-

dates’ names in their presence.”

Secretary Warner said that a fi-
nal list of state and federal can-
didates was certified by his office
on February 20th and sent to the
county clerks. Nearly 2,700 can-
didates will participate in West
Virginia’s Primary Election set
for May 12th.

Hardy and Pendleton County
Based Partners Take Up South
Branch Stockyards Operation

By Stephen Smoot

Potomac Highlands livestock
producers received a shock in
recent weeks. One of the most
respected livestock exchanges in
the Eastern United States, South
Branch Livestock Exchange,
would go up for auction after
about nine decades. With pro-
cesses prioritizing health and
care of animals and guardianship
of more-than-three-century-old
lines of cattle genetics, the stock-
yards earned a national reputa-
tion for both quality and quantity
of cattle sold there.

All can breathe easier. The
“largest and oldest sale barn in
the state of West Virginia” will
remain in familiar hands dedi-
cated to continuing a legacy of
excellence.

Gary Vance steered the ship
for about a quarter century and
also served as an auctioneer for
over a half century. Now a con-
sortium of three, Brandon Neely,
Dave McGee, and Travis Hinkle,
will take over operations with the
goal of maintaining the services
and processes that producers and
buyers have come to rely on. As
the industry evolves, the stock-
yards will continue to work to
make processes as efficient and
as beneficial as possible.”

“It’s a big step,” shared Neely.

The three new owners will still

rely on many who have been key
to the exchange’s success over
the decades. Said Neely, “Roger
Pratt has been here since he was
13 years old and he was one of
the owners with Gary.” He went
on to add that “Roger will con-
tinue to be here working with
us. When you think of the South
Branch Stockyards, Roger is one
of the first things to come to peo-
ple’s minds.”

Also aveteran of the stockyards
since childhood and still a key
part of the operation, Brandon’s
wife Jackie Neely will continue
her diligent and wide-ranging
work, especially in preparation of
cattle for sale. “My wife will be a
big part of this,” he said.

Neely shared that his passion
for the field of auctioneering
started early. Neely explained
that “ever since I was a little boy,
auctioneering was a passion.”
McGee stated that he had worked
with Neely’s family as he grew
up. “He was always trying to sell
me little plastic cows” and other
farm toys, McGee smiled.

He then added that Neely “al-
ways wanted to be a world class
auctioneer.” Neely had a way of
relentlessly pursuing his dreams
to fruition, winning a world
championship in auctioneering
in 2015. At the age of 12, he told
McGee “I'd like to own a stock-
yard and be an auctioneer.” Mc-

Gee’s response to the young man
was that if he ever had an oppor-
tunity, McGee would be there to
help.

Now with the help of McGee
and Hinkle, Neely stands poised
to realize both of his life’s major
dream, running the South Branch
Stockyards and auctioneering
there.

This consortium ensuring con-
tinuity of operations was not
a foregone conclusion. Hardy
County Commissioner David
Workman, with decades of ex-
perience and work in Potomac
Highlands agriculture, voiced
concerns prior to the auction
that “someone with deep pock-
ets will come in” and buy the
land for residential housing or
some other business. Workman
explained that neither of those
would match the sheer economic
impact that South Branch Live-
stock Exchange brings to the re-
gion every single year of its ex-
istence.

McGee came to the group af-
ter working 30 years for the State
of West Virginia throughout the
Eastern Panhandle.

Travis Hinkle of Riverton in
Pendleton County was the third
to join and complete the partner-
ship. As part of the family-owned
Hinkle Trucking that has been
led by three generations of the
family, he adds transportation ca-

pability and logistics experience.
He shared that the 1985 flood
nearly wiped out the company’s
physical assets and it has been
painstakingly rebuilt in the years
and decades since.

That rebound demonstrated
the resilience of both the com-
pany and the family that owns
it. It also creates a long-haul
type of mentality that prioritizes
persistent growth over decades
through the ups and downs. Ad-
ditionally, Hinkle raises his own
cattle. Over time, his and Neely’s
paths crossed and they combined
efforts.

“I always thought Brandon
was in line for it (ownership of
the stockyards) anyway,” said
Hinkle. He added that he told
Neely “if you need help, I'm be-
hind you. I don’t want you to lose
it. I'm here for what you need.”

Then Hinkle said “I called
Brandon one night. We talked
business. We talked cows, and
now we’re partners.”

One theme among all partners
lay in their dedication to main-
taining the legacy crafted over
90 and some years, especially in
the last 25 by Vance. Neely said
“Gary was one of the top auction-
eers. I idolized Gary and wanted
to follow in his footsteps.” Vance
returned the respect by employ-
ing Neely as an auctioneer at

continued on page 3
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HARDY COUNTY - February
20, 2026 - National FFA Orga-
nization — The FFA chapters in
Hardy County, WV will celebrate
National FFA Week, Feb. 21 - 28,
2026. This National FFA Week
embraces more than 95 years of
FFA traditions while looking for-
ward to the organization’s future.
More than one million members
will participate in National FFA
Week activities at local, state and
national levels. These members
have a passion for agriculture.

The week of George Washing-
ton’s birthday was designated
National FFA Week in 1947 and
runs from Saturday to Saturday.
FFA Week gives FFA members
an opportunity to educate the
public about agriculture. During
the week, chapters conduct a va-
riety of activities to help others
in their schools and communities
learn about FFA and agricultural
education. East Hardy, Moore-
field and Moorefield Middle will
celebrate National FFA Week by
participating in the following ac-
tivities: dress up days, WV FFA
State Officer visit and workshops,
program highlights and more.

Hardy County FFA
Chapters Celebrate
2026 National FFA

Week, Feb. 21 - 28

Today, FFA provides the next
generation of leaders who will
change the world. As the top
school-based youth leadership
development organization in the
nation, FFA helps young people
meet new agricultural challenges
by developing their unique tal-
ents and exploring their interests
in a broad range of career path-
ways. FFA members are our fu-
ture leaders, our future food sup-
pliers, our future innovators and
more!

Whether it is through service
projects or community gather-
ings, National FFA Week is a
time for FFA members to raise
awareness about the role the Na-
tional FFA Organization plays in
the development of agriculture’s
future leaders and the impor-
tance of agricultural education.

The National FFA Organiza-
tion is a school-based nation-
al youth leadership develop-
ment organization of more than
1,027,200 student members as
part of 9,235 local FFA chapters
in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and
the U.S. Virgin Islands. Happy
National FFA Week!

Moorefield JackBots Robotics Team
Competes at US Governors’ Conference in DC

By Stephen Smoot

If any governors of any states
in these United States want to
glimpse into the future of educa-
tion, skills development, person-
al growth of young people, and
technology all in one, they could
see all of that by observing the
JackBots robotics team in action
this weekend.

The squad hit the road on
Thursday to compete in Wash-
ington DC in conjunction with
the National Governors’ Associa-
tion winter meeting.

“All Governors will be in at-
tendance (at the meeting) in
DC,” shared Alicen Adkins, one
of the coaches along with Bonnie
Crites. She added that “All have
been invited to this event along
with U.S. Representatives and

N
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Senators, too. The President has
been invited as well.”

One team from each state re-
ceived an invitation to come and
compete. From each team, one
student ambassador represents
both the team and the state

Robotics team participants in-
clude much more than simply de-
signing, building, and operating
a device in competition. Just as
important in competition, “con-
nect teams” conduct communi-
cations, fundraising, and other
aspects of supporting the effort.
This would be equivalent to stu-
dents running the high school
athletic boosters with a bit of
guidance from adult mentors
from time to time.

Student ambassadorships are
part of the outreach aspect of the
competition. From Moorefield,

SUNNY
High
49

WEDNESDAY

Summer Evans earned the hon-
or. Furthermore, Evans and four
others were selected by event or-
ganizers to conduct an interview
of an American astronaut, Dr.
Chris Williams, aboard the Inter-
national Space Station. He is the
flight engineer for Expedition 74.

“She will be talking to some-
one in space,” expressed Adkins
excitedly. Adkins then explained
that “she will be the last person
to go. She will wrap it up and
give our thanks.”

One of the advantages enjoyed
by Moorefield lies in its dedi-
cation to use in-house crafted
pieces and only purchase “stock”
equipment when absolutely nec-
essary. Students fashion pieces
with 3D printers and assemble
them according to designs engi-
neered by them.
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Adkins explained “this is the
capstone event for the year. We
did not advance to worlds like we
did last year, though.” The team
still earned a first place connect
award in earlier competition for
“outreach, primarily with STEM
professionals, local businesses,
universities, and others.” That
was one of 12 first place awards
granted for the Chesapeake Dis-
trict of FIRST Tech, in which
Moorefield competes.

Chesapeake District includes
Virginia, Maryland, and Wash-
ington DC and is recognized as
having the highest level of com-
petition in the nation. Moorefield
regularly competes against, and
often bests, schools or non scho-
lastic teams from much more
populated and much more afflu-
ent areas.
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A highlight of the season came
when Moorefield again received
the honor of hosting a major
FIRST competition at Moore-
field High School. Over 70 teams
from across the Mid-Atlantic
converged on Moorefield. Adkins
said “the Facebook page for these
events was overwhelmingly posi-
tive.” Visitors to the area for
the competition raved about the
scenery, the people, and the ex-
cellent organization of the event.

“We really enjoy hosting
events like this,” shared Adkins.
She added that the event is an
important booster for tourism
and likely encourages people to
return in more congenial weather
to enjoy the area.

Success in competition and
connections has bred success in
expanding participation. “There

are over 40 teams between first
and 12th grades in Moorefield,”
said Adkins. While the high
school team represents the area
in interstate competition, it also
takes the lead in teaching and
encouraging the middle and el-
ementary school teams.

“It’s kids teaching kids,” said
Adkins.

Along with Bonnie Crites, Ad-
kins helped to form an organi-
zation to spread the impact and
the opportunity through an or-
ganization called STEMpact. It
can help to build either school-
based or grass roots non scho-
lastic squads. “A lot of counties
don’t have robotics or only have
a school and not a community-
based team.”

Financial support has come
from grants and also gener-

continued on page 3
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Education Reconciliation

By Stephen Smoot

Since education reforms championed by State Senator and former
Senate Education Chair Patricia Rucker, West Virginia has had two
school systems. The traditional continued to serve the overwhelm-
ing majority of students while alternative systems used the virtual
fertilizer, water, and sunlight of support from the HOPE Scholarship
to educate and develop children along different lines. Within this sys-
tem, parents, guardians, and, most importantly, children find indi-
vidualized paths that lead to the same destination as public schools.

It is important and imperative to know that both school systems
in West Virginia have labored diligently to address the expanding,
and sometimes unpredictable, challenges created by fractured fami-
lies and a similarly fractured society. Both have generally shown im-
provement since the COVID disruptions, even as bad apples have
appeared here and there.

The state badly needs its traditional system to serve as it has while
continuing to improve. The state also badly needs education pio-
neers creating various opportunities where children with very spe-
cific needs can find their own path.

What has not helped has been a specifically selected and rashly
shared “example” of poor home school documentation distributed by
Jackson County Schools Superintendent Will Hossaflook along with
information and ideas to State Legislators and stakeholders. Some of
that information actually did contribute to the discussion and debate
over how to address current problems, but the “example” was a shot
fired that formed a barrier to productive talks..

That “example” was a badly compiled and edited account of stu-
dent grades and its placement implied that poor practice was com-

mon. Nothing could be further from the truth. It is as wrong to as-
sume that all home schoolers and alternative educators document in
this fashion as it would be to assume that all West Virginia middle
schools are like the formerly dangerously out of control Martinsburg
North.

West Virginia needs both systems to properly educate because dif-
ferent children have different needs. There is no way that the public
school system can address all of those needs and it would not be
fair to expect it to. Some children, for example, come from trauma
or family dysfunction that renders it difficult for them to handle the
stimulation of a normal classroom environment. Many of these kids
tend to shut down, shut off, and do what they can to endure a diffi-
cult environment. Alternative education can shape itself to both edu-
cate and encourage children with these and other powerful problems
better in many cases than a public school.

How do we bring two systems together that both have a fervent
passion to educate and help kids face adulthood? Give each a stake in
the other without one “lording it” over the other system.

Minds more grounded in the education system can come up with
myriad ways this can happen, but here is a suggestion. Create a re-
gime where the public schools can provide supportive services, such
as nutrition, to alternative educators without any voice in the direc-
tion of curriculum or other facets of schooling, but public schools get
something too.

Here is an actually potentially productive example. Create lists of
supportive services from the public school system at certain tiers.
The lowest tier would entitle the public school to, say one-fourth of
each student thus served. Another tier would have more support, but
the county schools would get the equivalent of half a student in state

aid and that could, of course go higher.

Delegate Elias Coop-Gonzales (R-Randolph) proposed a bill that
could help transition schools such as Pickens in his county, Hannan
in Mason, or other very small public schools into HOPE Scholar-
ship supported microschools. Pathfinder Institute in Evans, Jackson
County educates over three dozen children. The small student popu-
lation and class sizes also increase teacher-pupil interactions and al-
low for curriculums that emphasize students mastering student out-
comes.

Additionally, microschools could pioneer a return to the best mod-
el of public education conceived, the one-room schoolhouse. In these
environments, older children assisted in the teaching of the young-
er. This provided two outstanding outcomes. First, one learns much
more thoroughly when teaching. Second, this inadvertently created
a mass teacher education program where every teacher from rural
West Virginia had multiple years of practical, but guided, instruc-
tional experience under their belt on day one of their professional
careers.

It would be exciting to see this return in the 21st century. If they
once again, in the form of microschools, dotted the remote hills and
hollers, mountains and valleys, the costs of sparsely populated coun-
ties with large land areas could shrink.

Many ways exist to create “win-wins” between the public and al-
ternative systems. With a commitment to finding the “win-win,” and
the public schools respecting and honoring those working on other
paths, both the traditional public school system and the alternative
can come together to be greater than the sum of the original parts.

When a “win-win” happens here, the victory and laurels go to the
children and parents who will benefit.

Lerrens To T Foiror

fall sales is well known and re-
spected by cattle buyers and
sellers.  Not only the quality

South Branch Special Sales

Over the years, South Branch

graded sales, they are helping
each other. I have noted first
hand that South Branch pric-

But maybe most important is
how the cattle are cared for after

Brandon and Jackie Neely
have put everything on the line
to keep this market up and run-

ning. Brandon and Jackie have
been in the cattle business all
their lives, literally from child-

Stockyards has had the repu-
tation of being one of the few
cattle sales that have kept the
State Graded Feeder Sales truly
special. The quantity of quality
feeder cattle that South Branch
has to offer in their spring and

of the cattle, but the way South
Branch has gone the extra mile
in the grading and penning of
cattle, whether it be trucking,
the handling of the cattle, or
care at the sale barn, it all adds

up.

weighing. At South Branch, the
cattle are mostly in bigger feed
pens with hay and automatic
waters. This certainly adds val-
ue that buyers recognize. By
producers working together to
market their cattle through the

es have been very competitive
with other markets and mostly
a good bit higher.

I see no reason why this will
change.

ning. It is truly for the benefit of
area producers to support their
endeavor. When I first start-
ed, cattle producers gave me a
chance and they deserve one too
as all of us needed one. With an
ending, there is also a begin-

hood, and have much experi-
ence with stockyards, sales, and
processing cattle.

Gary L. Vance

Letter to the Editor,

What do Black History Month,
Carter Godwin Woodson, one
hundred years, and West Virgin-
ia have to do with each other?
Why I am writing about this?
Our view of history depends on
the lens through which we view,
if at all, the events that we nar-
rate.

First, let me back up to what
Sunnyvale, California and Har-
dy County have to do with each
other... I have written previ-
ously that I am a “Come Here”
to Hardy County. Where did I
come from?

I grew up in Sunnyvale, Cali-
fornian, at the southern tip of
the San Francisco Bay. I grew up

on a quarter acre track-home in
a white suburb. In the 1960’s,
that end of the Bay Area tran-
sitioned from apricot, plum
and cherry orchards to track-
home developments. Decades
later Yahoo settled in northern
Sunnyvale; Google built lots of
campuses just west in Mountain
View; Apple built just south in
Cupertino; several other tech
companies sprouted throughout
Santa Clara and San Jose to the
east. I left Sunnyvale 45 years
ago, as these companies’ found-
ers were tinkering in their ga-
rages.

I attended De Anza Elemen-
tary School (named for Juan
Bautista de Anza, 1736-1788,

explorer, military officer, and
politician in the Spanish Empire
lands that would later become
California). History, as I learned
it, was the Spanish Missions,
Coastal Indians (as we under-
stood them in the 1960’s, be-
fore the local Native Americans
living in Oakland and San Fran-
cisco occupied Alcatraz Island in
1969, reasoning that the Sioux
Treaty of 1868 applied to the de-
commissioned rock in the Bay),
and the Gold Rush. The Revo-
lutionary and Civil wars were
something that happened in dis-
tant parts of the country. The
lens through which I learned
history did not reveal images of
Black people.

De Anza school had one black
student, Sammy. Willie Mays
played for the San Francisco Gi-
ant at Candlestick Park. I was
not exposed to the the black
communities in Oakland to Fre-
mont. After college, I lived in
some more diverse neighbor-
hoods in Seattle, east San Jose,
and Jackson Heights, Queen,
NYC. After I moved to the East
Coast, I began exploring Revo-
lutionary and Civil War battle-
fields. I came upon sites from
Peacedale, Rhode Island (where
enslaved people made uniforms
for the Union) to Charleston,
South Carolina (where the hub-
bub began).

Throughout my “discoveries”

Capito Commends Trump EPA’s
Repeal of Biden Era Attacks on Coal

WASHINGTON, D.C. - To-
day, U.S. Senator Shelley Moore
Capito (R-W.Va.), Chairman of
the Senate Environment and
Public Works (EPW) Commit-
tee, applauded the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s (EPA)

repeal of the Biden-era Mer-
cury and Air Toxics Standards
(MATS) rule, which placed un-
reasonable standards on Amer-
ica’s coal- and oil-fired power
plants.

“I applaud the Trump EPA’s

MOOREFIELD EXAMINER

N

132 South Main Street, P.O. Box 380, Moorefield, West Virginia 26836 |

Phone: {304) 530-NEWS - Fax: (304) 530-6400
www.moorefieldexaminer.com

Emails:
NEWS/EDTIORIAL: news@moorefieldexaminer.com
/ DISPLAY ADVERTISING: moorefieldexaminer@gmail.com
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: classifieds@moorefieldexaminer.com

LEGAL ADVERTISING: legalads@mountainmedianews.com

CIRCULATION: frontdesk@mountainmedianews.com

The Moorefield Examiner is published weekly on Wednesday except
between Christmas and New Years at 132 S. Main Street, Moorefield. West

d Virginia, Periodicals Postage is paid at Moorefield, West Virginia, 26836. |
USPS 362-300. Subscription Costs: $35.00 per year tax included for Post

| Prices in Hardy County $45.00 per year tax included for elsewhere in West
Virginia. $48.00 per year outside West Virginia. $41.00 per year tax
included for the Moorefield Examiner Online Edition. ¢

POSTMASTER: Send address change to:
Mountain Media, LLC 860 North Court Street Lewisburg WV, 24901

THE EXAMINER IS THE DEMOCRATIC NEWSPAPER
OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF HARDY COUNTY

Press|

| Publisher: Michael Showell
Publishers Emeritus: Hannah Heishman

Editor: Stephen Smoot
Advertising Manager: Ali Wall

Classifieds: Darryl Buning
Layout/Graphics: Dominique Allen
Sports Editor: Carl Holcomb

continued efforts to overturn
burdensome Democrat regula-
tions that have placed lasting
hardship on American families
and workers. The Obama Ad-
ministration’s 2012 MATS rule
was one of the biggest blows
against West Virginia in the war
on coal, putting an indescrib-
able strain on our dedicated coal
miners, their families and com-
munities and our entire state.
The Biden Administration only
made matters worse when it

included an even more strin-
gent MATS rule in its package
of regulations aimed at elimi-
nating coal from our nation’s
energy mix. Building on last
week’s announcements, this lat-
est action from the Trump EPA
further demonstrates President
Trump’s and EPA Administra-
tor Zeldin’s support of the af-
fordable and reliable electricity
that coal provides,” Chairman
Capito said.
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of our nation’s historical sties, I
was not attentive to Black His-
tory Month. I remember read-
ing about the controversy that
Colonial Williamsburg gener-
ated when they conducted a his-
torically accurate slave auction.
Only a couple of years ago did a
couple of local neighbors men-
tion where slave owning fami-
lies lived near Baker, and which
plots of land they granted to
their emancipated slaves after
1865.

I lived a couple of decades
in West Virginia before I read
about Carter Godwin Wood-
son, who grew up and taught
in West Virginia. He initiated
Black History Week in February

1926, one hundred years ago,
while teaching history at West
Virginia College (now Univer-
sity in Charleston) an HBCU.
He wanted to promote honor-
ing President Abraham Lincoln
(whose statue stands in front
of our Capital), and Frederick
Douglas, both who were born
in February. Godwin Woodson
wanted to add a lens through
which we could view history.

Over the years, Black Histo-
ry Week grew to a nationwide
observance of Black History
Month. Why do folks think that
California is more progressive
than West Virginia?

Oscar Larson

Baker, WV

T
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relaxed good times.

Fun, Food,
Fellowship,
and Family

To accommodate different family schedules, the Hardy
County Family Support Center held two Saint Valentines
Day get togethers for parents and children alike. Here Maya
Shingleton, who volunteered along with Emily Haggerty, Tricia
Poe, and Rosie Wilhelm, helps one of the younger attendees.
The FSC served up hot dogs with sauce from Hawse Shop
N Save, chicken nuggets, cookies, cupcakes, and hours of




MOOREFIELD EXAMINER

Wednesday February 25, 2026

-
Moorefield High S¢

NEwS

J
ECA recognized for

Moorefield, WV - Yellow Jack-
et Enterprise the school-based
enterprise at Moorefield High
School was among 989 school-
based enterprises achieving
Gold for the 2025-2026 school
year and will be recognized dur-
ing DECA’s International Career
Development Conference this
April 25-28, 2026, in Atlanta,
Georgia.

A school-based enterprise
(SBE) is an entrepreneurial op-
eration in a school setting that
provides goods and services to
meet the needs of the market.
SBEs are managed and operated
by students as hands-on learn-
ing laboratories that integrate
National Curriculum Standards
in marketing, finance, hospital-
ity and management.

DECA advisors have utilized
this effective educational tool
for over four decades to provide
their students with realistic and

JackBots

continued from page 1

ous donors. The Eastern Pan-
handle Community Foundation
through its Hardy County entity
has granted support. “American
Woodmark is another huge part-
ner,” said Adkins. Executives at
a corporate meeting were highly
impressed by the team as they
watched a video of their perfor-
mance.

While every team competes
with a championship in mind, ro-
botics competition leaves many
more opportunities to shine.
Moorefield High School in ev-
ery way has brought rural West
Virginia values, work-ethic, and
ingenuity to both national and
global platforms as they have
constructed a community of par-
ticipation and support right here
in Hardy County.

And as they venture from high
school into the world, they carry
with them vital money-making
and job earning skills that can
set them up for success in life as
well.

practical learning experiences
that reinforce classroom in-
struction, enhance 21st Century
skill development, and prepare
students for college and careers.

The Moorefield High School
DECA members who contribut-
ed to the certification were Kate
Combs, Elizabeth Williams,
Emmy Crites, Leah Hose, and
Mady Ketterman with the as-
sistance of their DECA chapter
advisor, Amy Crites. The SBE
at Moorefield High School has
operated for 9 year(s) and is to
be commended for this achieve-
ment.

“DECA’s School-based Enter-
prise Certification Program is
a rigorous process designed to
help DECA members demon-
strate their classroom learning
in a practical, learning labora-
tory, and then translate that
into meaningful outcomes,”
said Christopher Young, CAE,
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Chief Program Officer at DECA
Inc. “These DECA members are
practicing important workplace
readiness skills while preparing
for college and careers.”

DECAs  School-based En-
terprise Certification Program
provides recognition for out-
standing achievement by school-
based enterprises and motivates
SBEs to strive for excellence and
growth. SBEs can be certified
at three levels: bronze, silver or
gold. In order to apply for the
certification, SBEs must submit
extensive documentation that
explains how the SBE demon-
strates the practice of various
marketing and retail standards.
A review committee evaluates
the documentation to deter-
mine which level of certification
has been achieved.

DECA’s School-based Enter-
prise program is sponsored by
Otis Spunkmeyer Inc.

continued from page 1

the age of 15 and from there the
young man’s career rocketed all
the way to a world championship
in the field in 2015.

For a decade, as Neely de-
scribes, Vance mentored him
closely, teaching him the details
of operating the business the
South Branch way. This prepared
him to take over a livestock ex-
change business during a time of
uncertainty in the field of beef,
especially. According to USDA
NASS, the federal agricultural
statistics reporting service, com-
mercial red meat production
dropped 17 percent between Dec
2024 and Dec 2025. Commer-
cial cattle slaughter declined by
22 percent in the same period
of time. Nationally, the number
of cattle and calves dropped by
about 320,000 head in the same
December-to-December time
frame.

Moorefield DECA attendees at a DC conference last November

South Branch Stockyards Operation

The inability of the U.S. cattle
industry to increase production
to meet demand and cool price
increases has pushed the value of
quality cattle higher. Hinkle said
the price of a good bull could
range between $10,000 and
$100,000. Average cost is ap-
proximately $10,000 to $15,000.

With “a cattle shortage,” Neely
says that the business can bank
on “the best reputation on the
East Coast” to not only maintain,
but also expand volume of busi-
ness. “We will have the buyers,”
he shared.

Having a sterling reputation
for not only sales, but treatment
of cattle in house makes South
Branch one of the most desired
facilities with which to conduct
business. Expert staff prioritize
tending to their health as part of
a regimen of care followed with
each animal. With each animal
carrying higher-than-ever prices,
that reputation becomes more

vital than ever for producers and
buyers alike.

The group will continue Vance
and Pratt’s decision to hold sales
on Saturdays instead of Wednes-
days, as had been done previous-
ly. Neely noted that with many
farmers carrying part or even full
time employment outside the
farm, convenience dictated keep-
ing those sales on that schedule.
Wednesdays will have, however,
miscellaneous sales. Special sales
in April and October will contin-
ue as they have.

Neely also shared that the fu-
ture might bring occasional con-
signment farm equipment auc-
tions and that the second floor
restaurant could return to opera-
tion in some fashion. McGee will
put his expertise of previously
operating the Mineral County
Farmers Market to work on this
property.

As Hinkle stated, one of the
major goals of the new owners in

terms of the Exchange is “we’re
hoping to make things better
without change” whether better
means more efficient processes
or expanded services to join the
traditional. Those who have done
business with the Stockyards for
years or decades will find their
needs met in the same ways as
traditionally. Others will come
to do business in different ways.
Both will expand the business
and continue to serve both the
industry and community well.

With the business purchased,
however, the hard work for the
three men and their team truly
begins. “We made a large invest-
ment for the people and for the
producers here,” explained Neely.
He added that “now we need the
producers to support us so that
we can continue the legacy of su-
perior cattle and excellent service
while also remaining a huge force
in the local economy.”

Ju g Nionary Obituaries

Homoring the Lives of Those We Have Lost

To place an obituary in The Moorefield Examiner, contact us at:
moorefieldexaminer@gmail.com

O

BITUARIES
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George Robert Sherman, age
85 of Old Fields, WV, passed
away Friday evening, February
13, 2026, at his residence with
his loving family at his side. Born
on May 9, 1940, in Fisher, WV,
he was a son of the late William
Highberger Sherman and Ada
May Cook Sherman. In addition
to his parents, he was preceded
in death by a sister and three
brothers.

George was a kind and gener-
ous man who loved his Lord, his
family, and helping others. He
was an avid hunter and fisher-
man who enjoyed taking pictures
of his trips and wildlife. He also

enjoyed walking on the beach
and finding shark’s teeth. He had
a passion for everything concern-
ing nature. His favorite pastime
was going to the camp, sitting
on the porch swing and listening
to the river. He was a U.S. Army
Veteran, retired from Hester In-
dustries after 40 years but could
not stand being idle and decided
to go to work at American Wood-
mark for several years.

Surviving is his loving wife,
Joan McArthur; daughters, Robin
Miller, granddaughter, Michelle
(Randall) Wolfe and great-grand-
children, Danica & Delanie;
Kelly(Kevin) Cronin, grandson

Bryan (Christine) Loggins and
great-grandson, Christian; son,
George “Bud” (Leana) Sherman,
grandchildren, Briana & Madison
and great-grandchildren, Way-
lon, Johnathan and two on the
way; sisters, Linda (Ray) Berg-
doll and Doris Sherman; broth-
ers, Eugene (Hilda) Sherman and
Lawrence (Bessie) Sherman; spe-
cial friends, Gerald (Judy)Sher-
man and Donnie (Arletta) Mill-
er, along with numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins.

Private Graveside Inurnment
with Military Honors was held in
the Newhouse Cemetery.

A quote from his favorite poem

was ... “Let me live by the side of
the road and be a friend to man.”
This is how George lived his life
and he will be greatly missed by
all who knew him. To offer con-
dolences, share memories, or up-
load photos in honor of George’s
extraordinary life, visit his Trib-
ute Wall at www.fraleyfuneral-
home.com and celebrate the im-
pact he made on all those around
him.

Arrangements are under the
direction of the Fraley Funeral
Home.

<:%uwc%

Services

-

Epiphany of the Lord

Catholic Church
2029 St. Road 55, Moorefield, WV
(304)434-2547
Fr. Arul Anthony
Fr. Jose Manuel Escalante

Mass Times: Saturday @ 5:00 p.m.
Sunday @ 8:00 a.m.
Sunday (Spanish Mass) @ 12:00 p.m. |
——— e,
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SERVICES

J & D Enterprise specializing in
tree and stump removal, brush
cutting, land clean up, landscap-
ing, pressure washing and gutter
cleaning. Licensed and insured.
Call for a free quote 304-851-
1419.

SEPTIC TANKS Pumps and por-
table toilets rental. M & M Septic
Service. Call 304-851-2037. TFN

BRYANS LAWN AND MAIN-
TENANCE Service. Reasonable
rates, quality work, and depend-
able service. Scheduling now for
mowing and weed eating, hedg-
ing and mulching &amp; pres-
sure washing. Licensed and
insured. Free estimates. Call
304- 897- 6752 or 304-490-9673.

HELP WANTED

Optometric/Medical
Receptionist

Moorefield, WV
Experience preferred
Part-time
Exceptional customer service
Ability to multitask and remain
organized
Proficiency with computers and
scheduling systems
Drop resume off at Bosle Eye
Care

Applications are being ac-
cepted for Ready Mix Truck
drivers.

CDL required. Application may
be picked up at any of our loca-
tions or downloaded from our
website, www.fmi-us.com.
Completed applications may be
dropped off at any of our locations
or mailed to Fairfax Materials,
Inc., 8490 Garrett Highway, Oak-
land, MD 21550.Contact Marc
Mauzy phone number (304)749-
8989. Fairfax Materials, Inc. is an
equal opportunity employer.

Capon Springs and Farms
is accepting applications
Housekeeping/Spring

for

Cleaning for the 2026 sea-
son. Spring cleaning begins
March 16. Duties include clean-
ing of guest rooms and public
areas of the hotel in preparation
for opening on April 24. Must
be able to move in a full range
of motion, lift up to 30 lbs., and
be able to work in tight spaces or
from heights. Background check
required. Starting rate of pay for
spring cleaning is $12.50 per
hour. Housekeeping rate of pay is
$6.50 per hour plus tips, after a
short training period. Apply on-
line at www.caponsprings.net/
careers or call 304-874-3695 or
email hr@caponsprings.net for
an application.

Caretaker/Housekeeper

(Moorefield)
Needed 1-2 days a week to start,
must posses a valid WV Driver’s
License, must pass background
check, prefer mature female. Sal-
ary commeasurable with experi-
ence. Call (304) 538-7171 be-
tween 10 AM - 4 PM, Monday
- Friday

Administrative
Position Available

Monitor/Fiscal
Administrator

The Region 8 Planning and De-
velopment Council is accepting
applications for the position of
Upper Potomac Area Agency on
Aging (UPAAA) Monitor/Fiscal
Administrator. The Area Agency
Monitor performs mid-level pro-
fessional external auditing/moni-
toring and compliance reviews
of agency grants and contracts
in the following areas: general
accounting, external auditing,
budget/administration,  grants
management, financial analysis,
statutory accounting, and com-
pliance with accounting/auditing
guidelines and procedures. The
work may require considerable
travel.

This position requires a Bach-
elor’s degree from an accredited

MEDICAL STAFF

. E.A. Hawse Health Center is accepting
. applications for the following positions:

§i

Full-Time Clinical Certified
Medical Assistant / LPN / RN
Love Memorial Clinic

Full-Time Clinical Certified
Medical Assistant / LPN / RN
Baker Clinic

Full-Time Lab Technician —
Phlebotomist / CCMA
Romney Clinic

Medical office experience is required. E.A. Hawse
Health Center is a federally supported Community
Health Center providing access to care for all. We
offer a competitive salary structure, a comprehensive
benefits package, and standard working hours.

Interested applicants may apply through Indeed or
submit their resume and application to the attention
of Tom Nelson at: PO Box 97 Baker, WV 26801
or email: tnelson@hawsehealth.com

E.A.HHC is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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NOTICE
TO TAXPAYERS

Local appraisers from the Hardy County Assessor’s
Office will visit real properties in Hardy County.

Legislative Law 11-1c-7 of this article states that each assessor
shall maintain current values on the real and personal property
within the county. In repeating three-year cycles, every parcel or

That member, trained pursuant to Section Six 11-1c-6 of this

I real property shall be visited by a member of the Assessor’s staff.

article, will determine if any changes have occurred which

should affect the valuaﬁlal f the property.

If you have any questions,
call the Hardy County Assessor’s

-

Office at (304) 530-0202.
28"
Thank You 5> N\
Jim B Wratchford ~ \\ h
Hardy County Assessor

CLASSIFIEDS

college or university with at least
6 semester hours in account-
ing. The position also requires
at least one year of full-time or
equivalent part-time paid pro-
fessional experience in statutory
accounting. A Master’s degree in
accounting may substitute for the
required experience. Relevant ex-
perience in accounting/auditing
may substitute for attained de-
gree if deemed applicable. Inter-
ested individuals should submit a
letter of interest to Melissa Earle,
Executive Director of the Region
8 - PDC, 131 Providence Lane,
Petersburg, WV 26847. Deadline
for applications is Friday, March
13, 2026. The Region 8 PDC is an
equal opportunity employer.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLI-
CATIONS Silvertree Apart-
ments, Phase I Romney, WV
One bedroom apartments avail-
able for elderly, 62 years of age or
older, handicapped or disabled,
regardless of age with or without
children, apartments come with
fridge,” stove, wall-to-wall car-
pet, electric heat and A/C. Laun-
dry and community room on site.
Rent based on 30% of adjusted
annual income. Equal housing
opportunity. This institution is
an Equal Opportunity Provider.
Handicapped accessible.

Please contact: 304-822-6045
TTY/TDD: 1-800-982-8771

NOW ACCEPTING APPLI-
CATIONS Silvertree Apart-
ments, Phase II Romney, WV
One bedroom apartments for
elderly, ‘62 years of age or older,
handicapped or disabled, regard-
less of age with or without chil-
dren, apart- ments come with
fridge, stove, wall-to-wall carpet,
electric heat and A/C. Laundry
and community room or site.
Rent based on 30% of adjusted”
annual income. Equal housing
opportunity, This institution is
an Equal Opportunity Provider.
Handicapped accessible.

Please contact: 304-822-6045
TTY/TDD: 1-800-982-8771

NOW ACCEPTING AP-
PLICATIONS Hidden River
Gardens Wardensville, WV One
bedroom-apartments for elderly,
62 years of age or older, handi-
capped or disabled, regardless
of age, with or without children,
apartments come with fridge,
stove, wall-to- wall carpet, elec-
tric heat and A/C. Laundry and
community room on site. Rent
based on 30% of adjusted annual
income. Equal Housing Opportu-
nity. This institution is an equal
opportunity provider. Handi-
capped Accessible. Please contact
304-822-6045 TTY/TDD: 1-800-
982-8771

MISC.

CARPET, VINYL, Laminates,
and hardwood flooring of all
types. C & P Carpets Plus, 108
South Fork Road. 304-538-6462.
TFN

TO GIVE AWAY: FREE GOLD-
EN RETRIEVER PUPPIES To
Forever Homes due to relocat-
ing: 1 Male, 1 Female, Preferably
email me first at: stephaniechris-
tensen59 @gmail.com before
Text (352) 533-2411

STORAGE

*OLD FIELDS Storage* (Units
5x10) (10x10) (10x20). Located
4.5 Miles on Rt. 220 North of
Moorefield. Call 304-538-3300.
TEN

MTM STORAGE, 5x10 to 12x24.
Rt. 55 East of Moorefield and
South Fork Depot in Moorefield.
Storage units, retail space, office
space. 304-530-6707. TFN

HARVEST STORAGE: 5x10,
10x10, 10x20, over 100 storage
units in town at 414 Magnolia
Street. 304-350-2415 or 540-
665-3832. TFN

BUSINESS
DIRECT@C})RY

(304) 538-6005

¥ Humlng #  Locing

#  Residentinl & Commencal

# JMhrServce & Mamienance Contracts

Adr leit}' Ep.ums., In.
14074 US HWY 200, Moorefield, WV
Licemmicd & lrotined
Relationships ~ Enovtastns comiort and
HAVE ALWAYS BEEN ielency Wik sentoe from
A PART CF DUR
SERVIEE PLAN PﬁNHHNDLE
]

TECHNOLOGIES; ELic

 HEATING +m
* PLUMBING » ELECTRIGAL

304-530-7377

Financing Availzdle

l'l )
vacations

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

MUST BOOK BY 3/12

Y PP E

Historic Route 66

66 in Chicago, the famous Cadil

- Discover Seligman, known as th
66,” and visit the vibrant Hotel E

SAVE $250 ON ALL TOURS!

MORE THAN 50 GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

- Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
- Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
- Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park
- Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

16 DAYS STARTING AT $4,099 $3,849*
BASED ON APR 18, 2026 DEPARTURE

- Visit must-see sights like the historic starting point of Route
“End of the Trail” sign in Santa Monica

« Explore natural wonders of the Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest
National Park, and the Painted Desert

Golden Age movie stars once stayed

CALL US: 1-833-649-1532

HISTORIC

— 100th Anniversary

lac Ranch in Amarillo, and the

e “historic birthplace of Route
I Rancho in Gallup, where

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

(4 N\,
,; The Most -~
News and Advertising

in Hardy County

7 Awarded Source for '/
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* BARNS

* HUNTING BLINDS

* GREENHOUSES

* PAVILIONS

* GARAGES & CARPORTS
* TINY HOMES

* FIREWOOD HOUSING

* FENCING

WWW.MSOUTBUILDINGS.COM

MOUNTAIN STATE
OUTBUILDINGS, LLC

(304) 490-6703

Licensed & Insured
WV065244

*30LID WASTE HAULER

www.envircoine.com

Judy's Mobile
Humes, lnc

o

4

NEW & USED Homes

NEW Modular Homes .
Affordable Housi
?:ri.‘v:rva::mg E nv I rco
= Large Puarts Teoent
S ansporters. 304-807-6060
B00-235-4044

FC.Box 377, US. Et. B0 E
Shanks, WV 25751

304-496-7777

S, Rt 220
Mooretieldd, WY 20836

304-538-7066

LUXURY CUSTOM CABINETMAKER

PEACOCK

MANUFACTURI

1S HIRING

DAY SHIFT POSITIONS AVAILABLE

$16 PER HOUR STARTING PAY

Day Shift (5:00am - 3:30pm)
Four Day Work Week

Quarterly Attendance Bonus
Paid Time Off after 90 Days
Medical, Dental & Vision Benefits
401(k) Retirement Plan

Employee Referral Bonus

Clean, Dry, Work Environment

PEACOCK MANUFACTURING COMPANY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

SHINGLETON

Contracting & Excavating
304-257-0570

;.»" -
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Community Recreation and Education
Center Comes One Step Closer in Baker

Wednesday February 25, 2026 5

By Stephen Smoot

As along, cold, and bitter win-
ter comes apparently, or hope-
fully, to its completion, commu-
nity health care and economic
development leaders gathered in
Baker. They came to celebrate the
breaking of ground on a new E.
A. Hawse community center for
both physical recreation and also
education.

Last Friday, 60 degree tem-
peratures with a still winterish
breeze greeted those assembled.
Mike Funkhouser, a Board mem-
ber for E. A. Hawse, offered an
invocation. The approximately
two dozen who came formed a
prayer circle and linked hands
as he asked “a blessing for many
years to come.”

Then, Melissa Thompson,
Chief Executive Officer of E. A.
Hawse Health Center, greeted
those who had gathered for the
event. She stated that “I'm excit-
ed to get this going and then start
the project across the street” and
called the center “community
level change that’s occurring”

Thompson then added thanks for
“our board members moving for-
ward and doing good things for
the community.”

Chief Financial Officer Chris
Hahn also shared his thoughts,
saying “I was born and raised
here” then added it was a “dream
to me to have a place where ev-
eryone can go.”

The coming facility plays a
role not before seen in the E. A.
Hawse Health system. It houses
multiple classrooms designed for
art, but that could serve other ca-
pacities. A full sized basketball
gymnasium can accommodate
one game on the main floor or
two simultaneously and side by
side. Outdoor sports facilities
will also provide places where
teams can practice and compete
or children can play on their
own. While the school system
has outstanding facilities, time
with them is a limited resource.

Hahn added that children are
the secret to the facility’s suc-
cess. “If we can get kids here,
we can get adults here.” Fred
Brooks, Executive Vice President

&BOY SCOUT TROOP 60 =

Friday, February 27th

4:00 PM

-7:00 PM

Available for Dine-In or Takeout!

® Located: Moorefield Presbyterian Church

Tree will offering is appreciated!

and Chief Lending Officer for
Capon Valley Bank, shared that
he had grandchildren attending
East Hardy and that “this is very
much needed” to expand youth
recreation opportunities.

One of the important aspects
of the center and its role in area
health care lies in preventa-
tive medicine. Children who go
will develop the habits of active
adults. Adults can also find work-
out facilities, a walking track
around the inside wall, and other
ways to get more active and gain
more health.

Also behind the project and
standing side by side with locals
who transformed the dream into
a coming reality is a generous
donor who bankrolled the cost
of the facility. MacKenzie Scott
“is an American novelist, philan-
thropist, and an early contributor
to Amazon,” according to her on-
line biography. At one time, she
was also married to corporate
owner Jeff Bezos.

As Rohrbaugh explained, “we
saw an article on her philan-
thropy for non-profits. We went

YWVUMedicine| &

online to her foundation and re-
quested $1 million.” Scott exam-
ined the project, carefully vetted
E. A. Hawse executives, then re-

sponded that $1 million would E==

not cover the cost. She sent $4.2
million instead.

“You should have heard the
bank when the wire came in!”,
Rohrbaugh said.

Thompson then spoke to ex-
plain that former E. A. Hawse
CEO Gary Johnson, whom she
replaced eight years ago, “told
me to keep the Health Center go-

ing and to keep the status quo.”

This is a generated rendering of what the Hawse Recreation
Center will look like.

Within those guidelines, Thomp- ol

son has maintained the high
quality service that built the cen-

ter’s reputation while expanding [

into new fields. Her strategy?
“Put it on paper and make it hap-
pen.”

Hardy County Commission
President Steven Schetrom stat-
ed “it’s a great thing. It’s a great
thing for E. A. Hawse. It’s a great
thing for Baker. Congratulations
to you guys for what you have
been able to do here.”

Members of the Hardy County Chamber of Commerce, Rural
Development Authority, and E. A. Hawse Health Center
officials celebrated the Baker groundbreaking.

GRANT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUXILIARY

Healthy Saturday

March 7, 2026 | 6:00 am - 9:00 am

+ Limited to 200 people.
+ Appointment Only — Please contact Julie Kesner at (304) 257-5806 by March 5th to register.
+ No Walk-ins.

+ Masks are optional.
+ Please arrive at your scheduled appointment time.

+ Payment is cash or check only made payable to GMH Auxiliary
+ This event is subject to cancellation. Please follow the Hospital's Facebook page for updates.

Profile I - $20.00 | Profile IT - $25.00 | Profile II - $30.00 (males only)
Vitamin D Test - $20.00 Vit-B12 - $10.00 | A1C (offered by Judy’s Drug Store) $20.00

& 3 PUBLIC NOTICES

i1l LEGALS . nli

i, OBITUARIES

304530-7714

Wardensville, WV
2 W. Main Street (Main Office)
Wardensville, WV 26851

GAPON VALLEY/

"YOUR GOOD NEIGHBOR BANK

Since 1918, Capon Valley Bank has proudly served the people and businesses
that strengthen our communities. From family-owned shops to growing local
companies, we believe suceess starts with relationships, not red tape.

As a true community bank, we offer local decision-making, personalized service,
and lending solutions that support business growth, from lines of credit and
equipment financing to real estate and expansion loans.

6 Convenient Locations:

Moorefield, WV

17558 SR 55
Baker, WV 26801
304-897-1177

CAPONVALLEYBANK.COM

304530-7714

747 N. Main Street

Baker, Wy Moorefield, WW26836  genpens city, v
5511 S. Main Street

Gore, VA

6701 Northwestern Pike
Gore, VA 22637
h40-858-3010

Stephens City, VA 22655
540-8681140

Local People. Local Banking, Local Choice.

Winchester, VA

241 Ezra Lane
Winchester, VA 22603
540-686-1960

Coming Spring 2026!

Member

Pic/2
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East Hardy High School Boys Seniors

By Carl Holcomb
Moorefield Examiner

The Cougars stifled Northern
Garrett with 18 perimeter shots
pushing a 50-point lead entering
the final stanza and cruised to an
89-41 victory on senior night in
Baker.

East Hardy honored the se-
niors for boys basketball and
cheerleading with a special cer-
emony: Evan Hamilton, Mason
Hamilton, Joseph Price, Levi

State Bound: Hardy County Wre

Price, Shayne Sisler, Adriana
Gonzalez, Kayla Grandison and
Danica Smith.

This East Hardy Boys Basket-
ball senior quintet has been the
most accomplished in program
history with the most all-time
wins with a record of 74-22 (and
counting) and three straight
state tournaments as regional
champions.

Evan Hamilton scored a game-
high 26 points for the Cougars,
followed by Gideon Good with
19 points, Mason Hamilton 15
points and Aubrey McCullough

14.

The Hamilton twins corralled
12 out of the 18 trifectas, Evan
nailed 7 and Mason hammered 5.

The remaining 3-pointes came
from Nehemiah Graham (2),
McCullough (2), Good (1) and
Sisler (1).

Northern Garrett was paced by
Jayden McNally with 24 points
and Angelo Lacy with 10.

East Hardy (15-4) stomped
over the Huskies in the first
frame 28-9 en route to a 10th
consecutive win.

The Cougars started the game

with a carom collecting jumper
by Gideon Good, then the Hus-
kies responded with a 3-pointer
by McNally for their only lead of
the game at 7:29.

That lead was erased on a
3-pointer by Mason Hamilton
within 22 seconds.

Northern Garrett tied the game
on the ensuing series as Lacy hit
a jumper at 6:53.

Good put the Cougars back on
top at 6:28.

After a few misses, the net was
found on the perimeter by Evan

continued on page 7

HARDY COUNTY SPORTS
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sending 11 girls and 6 boys to Huntington

By Carl Holcomb
Moorefield Examiner

Hardy County Wrestling re-
ceived their final regional report
card and passed with flying col-
ors.

Moorefield Yellow Jackets will
be sending seven girls and three
boys to the state wrestling tour-
nament.

East Hardy will embark to the
state tournament in Huntington
with three boys and four girls.

East Hardy Boys Wrestling ju-
nior Aaron Barb led the charge
for the Hardy County contin-
gent in Flatwoods, pouncing for
the Class AA-A Region II 106-1b
Championship.

The pride of Cougars have two
boys state alternates with Brinn
Childers and Ryan Harman who
both finished the regionals in
fifth place.

Moorefield Boys Wrestling had
a pair of Class AA-A bronze med-
alists, Jhon Paul and Alex Ro-
driguez earning state bids and
the state alternate is Javi Acosta
rounding out the field in fifth

place.

On Sunday, the inaugural
North Region Girls Wrestling
Tournament was held in Buck-
hannon.

Moorefield Girls Wrestling
proved they meant business fin-
ishing in fourth place as a team
among a field of 35 squads.

The Yellow Jackets buzzed to
the podium snatching up seven
state tournament tickets led by
bronze medalists LeeAnne Coon
in the 100-Ib division and Kailynn
Penkov in the 185-1b division.

Moorefield Girls Wrestling’s
Annie Barr (126) and Grace Sim-
mons (132) collected fourth place
regional medals for state berths.

The Yellow Jackets Girls kept
the momentum going with state
qualifiers at the North Region
Girls Tournament: Jaelee Lend-
er (5th - 152), Kourtneyy Smith
(5th - 235) and Morgan Malone
(8th - 138).

East Hardy Girls Wrestling se-
nior Morganne Miller finished as
the North Region Tournament
145-1b class runner-up for the
biggest state ticket for the Hardy
County Girls.

The  Moorefield  Middle
School Girls Basketball team
emerged victorious 31-20 to
collect the Potomac Valley
League Championship over the
Bobcats in Capon Bridge.

It was a tight title contest
with the Yellow Jackets main-
taining an 8-6 edge entering the
second period and held a 16-12
halftime lead.

Moorefield Middle got a little
bit of a cushion entering the fi-
nal stanza with a 22-14 advan-
tage and was able to fend off
Capon Bridge Middle for the
crown.

Moorefield Middle’s Kylan
Markwood and Naomi Mark-
wood were selected to the
All=Potomac Valley League
Conference Team.

The PVL 7th grade champi-
ons coached by Morgan See, Ju-
wana Bridger and Josh See, had
a talented and determined team

Moorefield Middle
claims PVL 7th grade
girls basketball crown

comprised of these members:
Allison Ours, Aubrey Hose,
Darah See, Tatum Crites, Laila
Redman, Adalyn Toney, Isabella
Barb, Naomi Markwood, Kate
Cumberland and Kylan Mark-
wood.

“This team battled injuries.
We pushed them to get into
shape and they gave us all they
had. This group was hands
down the most unselfish bunch
of players I had ever coached.
Their team chemistry is amaz-
ing. They worked to earn that
championship, putting in the
work to get better,” Moorefield
Middle 7th grade Girls Basket-
ball Coach Morgan See noted.

Capon Bridge Middle School
8th grade Girls Basketball team
prevented a Hardy County
sweep by defeated the East
Hardy Middle School Cougars
for the title.

photos on page 8
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Falcons bow gracefully

By Carl Holcomb

Moorefield Examiner

The Yellow Jackets buzzed with
joy in the Hive celebrating the
seniors with compassion from
Frankfort during a 38-27 win.

The Falcons agreed to let the
two injured Moorefield seniors
a chance to start the game and
touch the ball before an immedi-

ate timeout to have them grace-
fully hop to the bench.

A Frankfort parent noted that
her team would want the same
thing afforded them if they were
in the same boat.

Moorefield recognized seniors
in a special pregame ceremony:
Veronica Carr, CiCi Kump, Ra-
leigh Kuykendall, Elizabeth Wil-
liams and statistician Faith Sny-
der.

N e

The Yellow Jackets quartet
of senior players got the nod to
start which included the injured
duo of Kump and Kuykendall.

The act of kindness and sports-
manship by the Falcons coaching
staff and team will be remem-
bered well after the final whistle.

Moorefield sophomore Kerigan
Bergdall led the team with 11
points, followed by senior Eliza-
beth Williams with 10 points and

junior Brenna See with 9 mark-
ers.

Frankfort’s Kasi Ouellette net-
ted a a game-high 12 points.

The Yellow Jackets opened the
game with a 7-0 run, but Frank-
fort responded with its own run
to take a 9-7 lead before Moore-
field equalized the game entering
the second stanza.

The first minute and change

continued on page 7
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MHS Girls and Frankfort

continued from page 6

had turnovers and errant shots.

Williams netted the game’s
initial basket in the paint for the
Yellow Jackets, then recorded a
defensive block.

See snatched a defensive car-
om, then the next attempt went
awry and Parvatee Snyder hauled
in the board to keep play alive.

Moorefield took a 5-0 lead as
See knocked down a 3-pointer at
5:12.

See deflected a dribble and
Bergdall scooped up the ball on
the ricochet for the steal leading
to a layup, 7-0.

Frankfort scored the next
9 points in a balanced attack
stretching over three minutes
by Angel Arnold, Allegra North-
craft, Raygan Grogg and Ouel-
lette.

Williams notched a tying layup
with 20 seconds left in the first
period.

See commenced the second
stanza with a steal and assist to
Bergdall as the Yellow Jackets re-
gained the lead, 11-9.

The Falcons drew iron twice
prior to a steal by Bergdall, but
the ensuing shot was blocked by
Ouellette.

Williams grabbed a rebound,
then Bergdall was fouled and
added one point on the line at
5:52.

A steal by Bergdall, who re-
turned the favor with an assist to
See for a 14-9 lead at 5:28.

See swiped the ball, then got
trapped into a jump ball.

Moorefield’s Lily Eye stole the
ball, but the Falcons’ Northcraft
blocked the next attempt.

See made another steal, but
Moorefield failed to connect
three times.

Ouellette found an opening in
the lane for a basket as Frankfort
cut the deficit to 14-11.

Eye snatched an offensive
board and dished to Williams for
the hoop.

See created two turnovers and
the Yellow Jackets -capitalized
these times with an own layup
and a dish to Brylee Reel, who
drew a foul and added both shots
on the charity stripe.

Reel garnered a steal, but
Moorefield came up short.

Moorefield took a 20-12 lead
into halftime.

Bergdall and the Yellow Jack-
ets began the third period with a
four-point play, 24-12.

Eye swiped the ball and locat-
ed Bergdall for a layup extending
the lead to 26-12 at 7:32.

The Falcons purchased several
free throws over the next two
minutes by Ouellette and Maci
Smith.

A steal by Frankfort’s Ava Lu-
pettie setup a bucket by Ouel-

East

continued from page 6

Hamilton, 10-5.

Good blocked a shot, then the
Huskies hit iron twice before An-
sen Miller scored on a putback.

Covering a span of 30 seconds,
East Hardy made three steals
with perimeter shots from the
Hamilton twins and layup by
Trevor Roof for a 20-7 lead.

A minute elapsed before a slam
dunk by Good putting the Cou-
gars up 22-7 with 1:37 left in the
opening period.

The Huskies would add two
free throws, but the Cougars cre-
ated a block by Good with Evan
Hamilton feeding Roof, then two
steals for McCullough and Jo-
seph Price resulted in their own
baskets for a 28-9 advantage.

East Hardy’s defense was like a
pesky pollen causing the Huskies
to lose control of the ball and the
Cougars kept scorching the nets
for a 49-12 halftime lead.

The Huskies fumbled the ball
twice to start the second period
with Good making a layup and
Evan Hamilton adding a trey.

The crowd went wild with each
3-pointer and berserk on a sec-
ond dunk from Good grabbing a
36-9 lead.

During the final two minutes
of the first half, Good netted a
jumper, then the Huskies lost the
ball out of play and McCullough
scored off a rebound.

Shayne Sisler corralled a de-
fensive carom and found Mc-
Cullough for a 3-pointer and the
49-12 lead.

Good intercepted a pass, but
the Cougars didn’t capitalize.

Two minutes into the sec-
ond half, East Hardy was off to
a 10-nil run commencing with a
beyond-the-arc shot from Mason

lette to make it 26-17 at 5:11.

The game got sloppy in both
directions, but Northcraft man-
aged to add a field goal for the
Falcons.

Williams added a jumper for
the Yellow Jackets with a min-
ute and change remaining in the
third frame for a 28-20 edge.

Both teams combined for 25
errant shots and 14 turnovers in
the final frame.

Despite the miscues, Moore-
field kept a 10-7 edge to give the
seniors a 38-27 win gift.

Eye paced the Yellow Jack-
ets with four points in that final
frame, while Carr, See and Wil-
liams created two points apiece.

Frankfort returns to the Hive
for a rematch in the

playoffs.

“It is always nice to get a win
on senior night. It was a spe-
cial moment. I want to person-
ally thank the Frankfort coaches
and team for allowing us to have
that moment with our two in-
jured girls. It is something they
will remember for the rest of
their lives. It wasn’t the prettiest
game, but we buckled down and
got the job done. We wanted to
speed things up and they wanted
to slow things down, but it just
didn’t work out. We did enough
in the end to win. These girls
have meant a lot to the program.
They were great leaders for us,”
Moorefield coach Jared Wratch-
ford remarked.

Moorefield Girls Basketball se-
niors provided some information
about their careers:

Veronica Carr is a three-sport
athlete competing in golf, basket-
ball and track and field.

Carr has been to the WVSSAC
state golf tournament in Wheel-
ing and a four-year representa-
tive at the WVSSAC girls golf
invitational state tournament in
Mineral Wells.

Carr is the MHS Class of 2026
president, student council vice
president, a member of the Social
Studies Club, Academic Show-
down and Envirothon teams,
MHS National Honor Society
treasurer and on the Superior
Honor Roll.

Carr plans to attend West Vir-
ginia University to study Biology
Pre-Medicine with an emphasis
on Human Health and further
her education with a graduate’s
degree in pursuit of becoming a
physician assistant.

CiCi Kump is a three-sport ath-
lete for the Yellow Jackets in vol-
leyball, basketball and softball.

Kump is the president of the
MHS National Honor Society,
MHS Senior Class vice president
and student council member.

Kump made all-conference and
all-state selections.

Kump will attend the Universi-
ty of Kentucky, joining her sister

Sterling.

Kump will pursue a degree in a
sports medicine related field.

Raleigh Kuykendall is a three-
sport athlete in volleyball, bas-
ketball and softball.

Kuykendall has been to the
state volleyball tournament and
named to the all-PVC volleyball
team and member of the North-
South Volleyball All-Stars, plus
selected to the Bub Riggleman
Softball All-Tournament Team.

Kuykendall is a member of the
National Honor Society and Stu-
dent Council.

Kuykendall’s advice to the un-
derclassmen is: “Play every game
like it could be your last, because
you truly never know when an
injury could change everything.
Don’t take a single practice, rep,
or game for granted. Don’t com-
plain about early mornings/Sat-
urday practices, because one day
you might be wishing you could
do it all again.”

Kuykendall added her favorite
quote: “If you think the price of
winning is too high, wait til you
get the bill for regret. You don’t
get hurt sitting on the couch eat-
ing butterfingers,” Adam Kuyk-
endall said.

Kuykendall plans to attend
WVU to obtain a degree in nurs-
ing and later become a nurse
practitioner specializing in aes-
thetics.

Elizabeth Williams was a

member and captain of the first
girls soccer team in school his-
tory this season, in addition to
playing basketball and track.
Williams is the MHS Student

Council president, NHS vice
president, Future Farmers of
America treasurer, MHS Class
of 2026 treasurer, a member of
Envirothon and Academic Show-
down teams, Social Studies Club
member, NHTS member and
West Virginia DECA state vice
president.

Williams is a member of the
Old Fields Mountaineers 4-H
Club, Moorefield Presbyterian
Youth Group and the Lions Club
International Exchange Club in
Germany.

Williams plans to study Inter-
national Relations at WVU and
go to law school.

Faith Snyder is

the MHS girls basketball statis-
tician and competed in track.

Snyder is a member of the
NHS and Student Council.

Snyder is an active member of
Believers Victory Center and en-
joys volunteer work in the com-
munity.

Snyder has maintained a 3.5
GPA for her entire high school
career.

Snyder plans to attend West
Liberty University and obtain a
degree in marine sciences.

These Yellow Jackets have a
bright future ahead.

ardy and Huskies

Hamilton.

Sisler swiped the ball and
dished to Mason Hamilton, who
found Good for a bucket inside.

Both teams hit the rim, then
Sisler scorched a perimeter bas-
ket.

Mason Hamilton stole the ball
and made the layup completing
that run prior to two free throws
by the Huskies.

East Hardy’s Mason Hamilton
drilled a 3-pointer off an assist
from his brother, but Northern
Garrett answered with the same
by Aiden Pickerel.

The Cougars recorded four tri-
fectas over a three minute stretch
by Good, McCullough and Evan
Hamilton (2), while the Huskies
countered from long distance by
McNally and Lacy for aa 74-25
score.

McNally added a jumper with
two minutes to go in the third
frame, then both teams hit the
rim thrice prior to a perimeter
dagger by McCullough for a 77-
27 50-point margin entering the
final stanza.

Northern Garrett outscored
the Cougars 14-12 in the last pe-
riod.

The dozen markers by East
Hardy all came from beyond the
arc netted by Graham (2) and the
Hamilton twins (one apiece).

McNally scored on an old-
fashioned three-point play in a 9
point scoring effort in the fourth
period.

East Hardy glided to the 89-41
win.

“[Seniors] I have all sorts of
stories about these guys, but
normally it is them making fun
of me because of things I say. I
think Evan and Mason come in
every day wondering what kind
of crazy thing I am going to say.

This group is probably the win-
ningest group of kids to ever
come through East Hardy in a
four year stretch. I know it has
been the most successful stretch
of my career having them here.
They aren’t just good athletes,
they are wonderful kids. That
is probably why they are good
athletes, because they do all the
other things correctly. They work
their tails off and all have great
grades. They are super respect-
ful, too. The things they do on
the court is tremendous, but the
things they do off the court im-
presses me and helps me to be a
better coach. Their character and
integrity speaks volumes,” East
Hardy Boys Basketball coach
Chris Hahn stated.

The Cougars kept the good
vibes going with a Top-10 tilt
against Clay-Battelle on the road
and held a 10-point lead a couple
times before staving pff a furious
rally for a 49-47 victory.

East Hardy Boys Basketball:

Evan and Mason Hamilton,
twin brothers, both plan to at-
tend Potomac State College of
WVU in Keyser and play baseball
for Catamounts veteran skipper
Doug Little.

The Hamiltons helped the
Cougars win the Class A state
baseball championship last sea-
son and have been key members
of the Prime USA organization
in Virginia, in addition to play-
ing for the Bridgewater Reds of
the Rockingham County Base-
ball League along with teammate
Garrett Van Meter, EHHS alum
Brett Tharp and Moorefield alum
Isaac Van Meter.

The Hamiltons have made
three consecutive Class A state
basketball tournament appear-

ances including a state semifinal
finish last year, plus won multi-
ple Class A state track and field
medals in Charleston.

Both of these seniors have
been named to all-conference
and all-state basketball and base-
ball teams.

The Hamilton twins are mem-
bers of the National Honor Soci-
ety and Fellowship of Christian
Athletes.

Joseph Price has been a mem-
ber of three straight state basket-
ball tournament Cougars teams.

Joseph is a member of the
NHS, FCA, Spanish Club and Fu-
ture Farmers of America.

Joseph plans to become a roof-
er and a great farmer.

Levi Price has shared his
brother’s passion for basketball,
in addition to becoming an elite
football player and state cham-
pion baseball star.

Levi set the Cougars Football
program record for receiving
touchdowns in a single game and
was the centerfielder for the 2025
Class A state baseball champion-
ship Cougars squad.

Price has been a part of the sto-
ried basketball team in Charles-
ton.

Levi Price was named an all-
state and all-conference repre-
sentative during his career.

Levi plans to become a roofer,
just like his brother and perhaps
help with his brother’s barn roof.

Shayne Sisler has been a mem-
ber of the state basketball team,
golf team and last year’s pitch-
er in the Class A state baseball
championship.

Sisler has been recognized for
all-conference and all-state com-
petition.

Sisler is a member of the FFA,
FCA, Spanish Club and National

ODD COUPLES
MIXED LEAGUE
02/10/2026

TEAM STANDINGS: Vetter’s
Guns & Ammo 58 - 38, WELD
58 - 38, Split Happens 55.5 -
40.5, FT Shockers 55 — 41, Ter-
minators 54 — 42, Family Tradi-
tions 45.5 - 50.5, Empire Strikes
44 - 52, Coumtry Cars & Trucks
41.5 - 54.5, The Bowling Spec-
trum 40 - 56, 3 Girls and a Guy
28.5 - 67.5;

HIGH GAME MEN
(SCRATCH): Jerry Propst 256,
Phil Crews 246, Jon Hedrick 243,
Troy McGreevy 232;

(HANDICAP): Jerry Propst
296, Travis Cook 271, Phil Crews
269, Troy McGreevy 257;

HIGH SERIES MEN
(SCRATCH): Jon Hedrick 648,
Troy McGreevy 646, Larry Walp
632, Phil Crews 612;

(HANDICAP): Travis Cook
764, Larry Walp 725, Troy Mc-
Greevy 721, Phil Crews 681;

HIGH AVERAGE (MEN): Co-
han Kesner 216.13, Jon Hedrick
212.15, Arron Faxon 198.14, Phil

Crews 194.73;

HIGH GAME WOMEN
(SCRATCH): Dee Anna McDon-
ald 212, Helen Bell 198, Denise
McGreevy 182, Emily Stark 174;
(HANDICAP): Helen Bell 274,
Dee Anna McDonald 252, Jordan
Ketterman 251, Andrea Michael
244,

HIGH SERIES WOMEN
(SCRATCH): Dee Anna McDon-
ald 523, Denise McGreevy 492,

Petershurg
Golden Lanes

Emily Stark 487, Helen Bell 450;
(HANDICAP): Jordan Ketter-
man 701, Helen Bell 678, Emily
Stark 673, Denise McGreevy 669,
Paula Bergdoll 669;

HIGH AVERAGE (WOMEN):
Carissa Michael 183.02, Dee
Anna McDonald 175.64, Sarah
Earle 167.86, Ashley Wratchford
160.85;

THURSDAY NIGHT
MENS LEAGUE
02/12/2026

TEAM STANDINGS: Vetter’s
Mini Mart 59 — 29, Golden Lanes
53.5 — 34.5, Strikeforce 46 — 42,
Balls Deep 45.5 — 42.5, Peters-
burg Oil Company 44.5 - 43.5,
E-Bowl-A 44 - 44, Country Cars
& Trucks 40.5 — 47.5;

HIGH GAME (SCRATCH):
Don Himelright 259, Phil Crews
259, Larry Walp 257, Jon He-
drick 246, Bradley Vetter 245;
(HANDICAP): Phil Crews 285,
Larry Walp 279, Ed Turner 277,
Don Himelright 276, Bradley
Vetter 269;

HIGH SERIES (SCRATCH):
Jon Hedrick 683, Phil Crews 681,
Cohan Kesner 659, Don Hime-
Iright 657, Derek Thorne 657,
Larry Walp 656; (HANDICAP):
Phil Crews 759, Pete Luttrell
747, Derek Thorne 738, Ed Turn-
er 732, Larry Walp 722;

HIGH AVERAGE: Cohan Kes-
ner 226.41, Jon Hedrick 211.30,
Zachary Arbaugh 208.80, Evan
Kesner 208.02, Andrew Kesner
204.08, Don Himelright 202.65;

Technical Honor Society.

Sisler is undecided about
his future endeavors after high
school, but remains focused on
his current state basketball and
baseball journeys.

East Hardy Cheer:

Adriana Gonzalez is a member
of the cheerleading and softball
teams.

Gonzalez is a member of the
FFA and Spanish Club.

Gonzalez plans to study medi-
cine to become a nurse.

Kayla Grandison is the Cou-
gars Cheer captain and has eight
seasons of cheerleading experi-
ence, in addition to being named
most improved and collecting the

leadership award during her high
school career.

Grandison is a member of the
FCA, Future Business Leaders of
America and Skills USA.

Grandison plans to attend
community college, work as a
Certified Nursing Assistant and
continue in the medical field
along with traveling.

Danica Smith is a member of
the NHS NTHS, Spanish Club,
FCA, Gaming Club and Student
Council.

Smith plans to become an art
teacher.

East Hardy visits Pendleton
County and Petersburg to close
out the regular season this week.
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WVSSAC Establishes Girls’ Wrestling
as a Sanctioned Sport for 2026-27

The West Virginia Second-
ary School Activities Commis-
sion Board of Directors voted on
Tuesday night to approve girls
wrestling as a preliminary sanc-
tioned sport beginning with the
2026-27 school year.

The decision establishes an
official WVSSAC girls wrestling
state championship supported
by a regional qualifying format.
The girls-only championship

will be conducted separately
from the boys state wrestling
tournament.

Participation in girls wrestling
has grown significantly in recent
years, increasing from 142 stu-
dent-athletes in 2023 to more
than 300 statewide and rep-
resenting 86 schools this year
(27 full teams). The Board’s ac-
tion formalizes a championship
structure while maintaining the

flexibility that has supported the
sport’s rapid expansion.

As a preliminary sanctioned
sport, girls wrestling will com-
pete in dedicated regional and
state championship events as
more schools build toward full
team sponsorship.

“The WVSSAC is excited to
add girls wrestling to our cham-
pionship offerings,” said Wayne
Ryan, WVSSAC Executive Di-

rector. “We’re proud of the
growth and progress that this
sport has made in recent years,
and this move gives these ath-
letes a clear pathway to compete
for a state championship while
allowing schools to continue
strengthening and expanding
their programs.”

Ryan noted that full team
sanctioning requires a minimum
number of complete programs

statewide, as well as adherence
to national federation regula-
tions that govern roster limits,
team structure and competition
formats. The preliminary des-
ignation allows girls wrestling
to continue expanding without
placing additional infrastruc-
ture demands on emerging pro-
grams.

“The vote for preliminary
sanctioning of girls wrestling is

an important step in legitimiz-
ing the sport while supporting
its continued growth,” said Mer-
edith Dailer, WVSSAC Board of
Directors Chair and Principal at
Wheeling Park. “This reason-
able and flexible approach en-
sures our female student-ath-
letes have the opportunity to
compete and allows the sport to
develop in a thoughtful, sustain-
able way.”

Potomac Valley League Championship

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty

with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 844-901-2301
to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
——— |

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps. No prescriptions.

Call 866-327-9323

to get your 45-day
risk free trial.

Revolutionary technology with touchscreen control.

Hearing modes for any environment.

Multiple models to choose from.

Portable charging case.
48-hour battery life.
UV cleaning.

Background noise
cancellation.

45-day risk free trial.

v Audien Hearing

Atom X

MAR 16
MAR 20
MAR 23
MAR 25
MAR 27
MAR 30
APR 1
APR 3
APR 6
APR 8
APR 13
APR 15
APR 17
APR 20
APR 22
APR 27
MAY 2
MAY 6

2026 EAST HARDY
SOFTBALL SCHEDULE

LURAY, VA - 5:00PM &='
PETERSBURG - 6:00PM &
LURAY, VA
TUCKER CO. - 6:00PM
BERKELEY SPRINGS - 5:00PM &=
FORT HILL, MD - 5:00PM ‘==
PENDLETON CO. - 6:00PM @&
HAMPSHIRE - 4:30PM &=
HAMPSHIRE - 6:00PM ‘&
SOUTHERN GAR., MD - 4:30PM ==
BERKELEY SPRINGS - 5:00PM &
SOUTHERN GAR., MD - 5:00PM #&
TUCKER CO. - 6:00PM ‘&=
FORT HILL, MD - 5:00PM &
PENDLETON CO. - 6:00PM &=
PETERSBURG - 6:00PM G
ELKINS - 1:00 & 3:00 - DH &
SPRING MILLS - 5:00PM &

- 5:00PM W

A HOME
= AwAY

*GAMES ARE SUBJEC)
TO CHANGE

JABMFT‘D JACKET:

SHOP'

745 N. Main Street

304-538-6396

Moorefield, WV 26836

Moorefield

n SAVE

Sorry, No Rain Checks.

We Reserve the Right to Limit Quantity.
See our in-store circulars for additional savings

Our ad prices are for everyone no loyalty card, no gimmicks!

Frozen

EE
French
Fries
21b.

$299

EE Hash
Brown
Patties,
10 Count

$299

Banquet | |
Pot Pies, 7 oz.

410/°10°

Stouffers Dinners,
. French Bread 7.5 oz.,
Pizza (Extra 6 Varities
Cheese Only) 7 9¢
2/ 6 Shoppers

“-55 Herr Cheese
'Curls, Assorted
Varieties, 8 oz.

$199

EE Pasta
Sauce, 24 oz.
Assorted
Varieties

EE Mac/
Cheese

Value Tea

Full Service

Meat Department

Monday-Saturday: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

- | Bags, 100 ct.

3 2/$3

‘© EE Canned
- Chicken Breast,

S 12 oz., Family
- 1 Size Can

|'Salad Dressing

EE Spring Water,
— CBACanned , " ™ 6 00z, Bottles  12.16 oz.
" Pasta, 15 oz.,
Assorted 88¢
Varities
EE Ketchup,

4 Day
Sale

Thurs., Feb. 26
Fri., Feb. 27
Sat., Feb. 28
Sun., March 1

$299

EE Pourable

15-16 oz.

$199

ELEOw Wl
MACARONI

Chan

EE Pasta,

24 oz.

Pepsi
Products

Sunday: 8 a.m. - Noon Virginia
Whole Eye e Ham
Rounds 4# 2 } $399
$ 5 19 NG

$1/1b. | 4 per Ib.
per Ib.

Ocean Crown
Lump Crab Meat

Kunzler
Bacon
10 1b. box

$4199

Maple
. Turkey

Mini Colby
Cheese

$399

e per lb.

6/16.9 oz.

4/512 0%

Produce
Honey Crisp
Apples

99¢

per Ib.

Dairy
Blue Bonnet
Margarme,
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

The undersigned Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the authority vested in him by that certain Deed of Trust, dated November 19, 1999, and duly recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission
of Hardy County, West Virginia, in Book No. 152, at Page 454, Gary ] Hall and Nancy M Hall did convey unto Household Finance Company III, Trustee(s), certain real property described in said Deed of Trust;
and the beneficiary has elected to appoint Seneca Trustees, Inc., as Substitute Trustee; and default having been made under the aforementioned Deed of Trust, and the undersigned Substitute Trustee having
been instructed by Bravo Residential Funding Trust 2024-RPL1 to foreclose thereunder, will offer for sale at public auction at the front door of the Hardy County Courthouse in Moorefield, West Virginia, on

March 19, 2026 at 12:45 PM

the following described real estate, together with its improvements, easements and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate in 02 - Lost River District, Hardy County, West Virginia, and more particularly
described as follows:

All that certain piece or parcel of land situated in Hardy County, West Virginia, known and designated as containing 2.0 acres, more or less, improved with a dwelling house, situated along Rush Lick Hollow
Road, in Lost River District, Hardy County, West Virginia.

At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have an address of: Rt 1 Box 82K2, Mathias, WV 26812.

The referenced real estate will be conveyed with no covenants of warranty, and subject to all covenants, restrictions, easements, rights of way and reservations which may be a matter of record in the aforesaid
Clerk’s Office or visible upon the ground, all prior liens and encumbrances, including, without limitation, liens for real estate taxes, incinerator, sanitary and sewer charges. The purchasers at the sale shall be
responsible for paying the recording costs and also the tax on the privilege of transferring real property (the cost of the tax stamp to be affixed to the deed). The purchasers shall be responsible for payment
of all real estate taxes.

The subject property will be sold in “AS IS” condition. The Substitute Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing tenant or person occupying the subject property to vacate said property.
TERMS: $3500.00 in cash and/or certified funds as deposit at the time of sale with the balance due and payable within 30 days of the day of sale.

FEDERAL TAX LIEN: In the event that there are Federal Tax Liens against the property, the United States would have the right to redeem the property within a period of 120 days from the date of such sale
or the period allowable for redemption under local law, whichever is longer.

Pursuant to the Deed of Trust, the Trustee may postpone the sale by public announcement at the time and place designated or by posting a notice of the same, and act by agent in the execution of the sale.
The parties secured by the Deed of Trust reserve the right to purchase the property at such sale.

SENECA TRUSTEES, INC.

5000 Coombs Farm Drive, Suite 104
Morgantown, WV 26508

(304) 413-0044

(304) 292-2918

Toll free: (888) 534-3132

Reference File No. 28527

cc:  The Moorefield Examiner
February 18, 2026, February 25, 2026

v

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

The undersigned Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the authority vested in it by that certain Deed of Trust dated September 25, 2023, and duly recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of
Hardy County, West Virginia, in Deed of Trust Book 348, at Page 481, Story Orlando Borrero and Aliona Stefaniuc did convey unto David G. Plamer, Trustee, certain real property described in said Deed of Trust;
and the beneficiary has elected to appoint Pill & Pill, PLLC as Substitute Trustee by a Substitution of Trustee recorded in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office; and default having been made under the aforementioned
Deed of Trust, and the undersigned Substitute Trustee having been instructed by the secured party to foreclose thereunder, will offer for sale at public auction at the front door of the Hardy County Courthouse,
in Moorefield, West Virginia, on

March 18, 2026, at 11:00 AM

The following described real estate, with its improvements, easements and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate in the Lost River District, Hardy County, West Virginia, and more particularly described
as follows:

All that certain lot or parcel of real estate, containing 26.3510 acres, more or less, together with any buildings and improvements thereon, including all rights, rights-of-ways, improvements, minerals, and
appurtenances thereunto belonging, located in the Lost River District, Hardy County, West Virginia, and designated as Tract 3 in the Barb Mountain Estates, on that Plat of record in the Office of the Clerk of
The Hardy County Commission in Map Book 6 Page 100, to which reference is made for any and all pertinent purposes.

At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have a mailing address of 1285 Boggs Lane, Mathias, WV 26812.

AND BEING the same real estate which was conveyed to Story Orlando Borrero and Aliona Stefaniuc, by Deed dated September 21, 2023, from Homestogo, LLC, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the
County Commission of Hardy County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 370, at Page 342.

The above-described property will be sold subject to any covenants, restrictions, easements, leases and conditions of record, and subject to any unpaid real estate taxes.

The subject property will be sold in “AS IS” condition. The Substitute Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing tenant or person occupying the subject property to vacate said property.

TERMS: Ten percent (10%) of the purchase price as a deposit with the balance due and payable within 30 days of the day of sale.

Pill & Pill, PLLC, Substitute Trustee

Richard A. Pill, Member

P. O. Box 440, 85 Aikens Center, Martinsburg, WV 25404

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
OOREFIELD EXAMINER  |Rsiee=
Amendment to Town Code

' A public hearing at which you may be present and speak will be held before Wardensville Town
® Council at which time the following ordinance will be considered:

S ta y In, fo rmed Wi th Hardy Coun ty;s Local N({ws, grc(liei;l’ance 26-01, an ordinance updating the Town building code by adopting current state building

; z The proposed ordinance is posted and available for public inspection at Wardensville Town Hall, 25
Local Reporting « Community Updates « Sports Warrior Way, Wardensville, WV

All persons interested are invited to attend the Town Council hearing and be heard on the matter.
The hearing will be held beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, March 9, 2026, in the Conference
i il Room of the Wardensville Visitor and Conference Center, 301 East Main Street, Wardensville, W.Va.
304-647 -0949 E VlS]t moorEﬁeldexamlner.com Written comments may be mailed (and must be received three days in advance of the hearing date) to

Wardensville Town Council, Town of Wardensville, PO Box 7, Wardensville WV 26851,
info@wardensville.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Town of Moorefield Board of Zoning Appeals will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, March 11,
2026 at 5:00pm, at the Moorefield Town office to hear the following:

Hardy County Board of Education - requests a conditional use to the Moorefield Zoning
Ordinance 20-4.05-Conditional Uses. Solar Array is not a permitted use by right in the residential
(R1) zone, it is permitted as a conditional use, subject to approval by the Board of Zoning Appeals. The
Hardy County Board of Education is requesting to construct solar canopies at Moorefield Elementary
and Moorefield Middle School.

David Judy - requests a conditional use to the Moorefield Zoning Ordinance 20-7.05- Conditional
Uses. Self-storage is not a permitted use by right in the commercial (C2) zone; it is permitted as a
conditional use, subject to approval by the Board of Zoning Appeals. Mr. Judy would like to construct
self-storage units at 306 Jackson Ave. (Lots 9&10 of Henkel Addition). The applicant is seeking
approval contingent upon the final enactment of the pending zoning ordinance amendment.

Anyone desiring to make comments pertaining to any of the above requests to the Zoning Ordinance
is invited to attend the hearing or may submit a written statement at or prior to the hearing. All
written comments should be delivered or mailed to 206 Winchester Avenue, Moorefield, WV 26836,
and addressed to the Town of Moorefield Board of Zoning Appeals.

By Order Of:

Amy Greenwalt
Director of Community Development & Outreach
Town of Moorefield
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Tree Service

2 —= Enhance Your Property
GET YOUR PAWS UN K "X} y = with Expert Tree Service
1.-, U S \

i@ Landscaping
GREAT'DEALS

) Emergencyservice

EVERY WEEK
O Leafremoval

&o Tree removal

'S
MOOREFIELDEXAMINER.COM o Stumpgrinding ochﬁsmmdmrmg
moorefieldexaminer@gmail.com
§ Tree trimming - e
Building demolition

Get A Free Estimate

304-703-7180

RodriguezTreeServiceWV.com
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Smaller &
Internet " E
Price Speeds

EVERY ONENET FIBER INTERNET
CUSTOMER IS A LUCKY DOG TOVALLEYVIEWSTREET ——— NIOW OPEN!

PETERSBURG, WV
Do you have our OneNet fiber Internet? You'll automatically see your price 8AM_8PM 7 DAYSIWEEK

decrease and your speeds increase. That may sound too good to be true,

but we assure you it happening. 304-902-7703 1n0R ILLNESS / MINOR INJURY / ON-SITE X-RAYS

T

Why is Hardy Telecommunications taking this doggone amazing action? We sucl

want you to have more money to spend and more Internet speed to enjoy. i SUBSCRIBE TO THE
=

T0 FETCH ALL THE DETAILS, HARDY
VISIT WWW.HARDYNET.(OM m=-=communicaTions

OR CALL 304-897-9911. e maieicom

Customer premise equipment change might be necessary for new speeds. Call to learn more.

\
pilgrims:
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We are seeking additional housing
for our Moorefield, WV facility

BROILERS BREEDERS

Contact Contact
>> Duke Dunkle Mlchael Mallow
304.703.7407 304.538.5352
Larkin.Dunkle@pilgrims.com Michael.Mallow@jbssa.com

\% Upgrade incentives and new housing

incentives available. Pilgrim’s Moorefield Breeder Department is

Fuel pay incentives of $.05/sq. ft. paid seeking additional housing for hatching egg

year round. production for our growing facility.
All litter amendments and bug spray paid

year round.
Extended term contracts and new

We offer many opportunities to expand _ R ) ]
i g increased building incentives are available!

existing farms. Upgrades can be done within
one year of transfer.

R 208 S. Main St. Contact us
N Moorefield, WV 26836
-~ O 304.538.5356

) Visit our website
wwWw.pilgrims.com

EOE, including disability/vets






