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Calhoun County Commission Meetings held  on Sept. 9th (New President selected) and 
Sept. 11th - Questioned on Illegal Meeting Procedures and other county matters.

By Melissa West
During the Sept. 

9th meeting, County 
Commissioner Craig 
Arthur was selected 
as new County 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Presidemt.

Kevin Helmick and 
Craig Arthur, the only two 
County Commissioners 
met Monday, September 
11, 2023 for their 
monthly meeting in the 
Little Courtroom of the 
Courthouse, opened by 
Commission President 
Craig Arthur who told 
the very well attended 
meeting that today 
was a day of History 
for everyone, “ The 
freedoms that we take for 
granted are under attack. 
We need to understand 
the perspective that 
we are going to have 
disagreements but let’s 
look at the common 
goals. Look at the 
complexion of things 
and move this county 
forward.”.

Under Delegations, 
 rst to speak was Roger 
Propst, who informed 
everyone in attendance 
that he was there 
representing himself and 
not an organization. With 
relation to the Sunshine 
Act requirements, Mr. 
Propst asked the of cials 
if the Executive session 
listed on the agenda was 
planned or there just in 
case it was needed. Kevin 
Helmick said it was there 
just in case it was needed. 
Mr. Propst then ask Jean 
Simers, County Clerk, 
to read what was in the 
minutes about convening 
an executive session, 
telling her afterwards 
that it appeared Calhoun 
had done it correctly on 
that agenda. However 
there were only twelve 
bonda de reasons for 
an executive session and 
each time one is held, the 
reason must appear on 
the agenda.

When the matter 
of the appointment of 
a Prosecutor to replace 
Nigel Jeffries was on 
the agenda, no where on 
the agenda did it state 
that during the executive 
session there would be 
interviews conducted; 
it only stated that there 
would be an appointment 
of a prosecutor. So it has 
been established that the 
executive session was 
entered into for a matter 
not on the agenda. Propst 
further stated that having 
a “planned” executive 
session is illegal. 
The code states that a 
governing body may not 
decide in advance that 
it will go into executive 
session. The agenda 
may indicate that it is 
anticipated that a matter 
may be discussed in 
an executive session, 
but can only enter into 
one by a majority vote 

inside the meeting. The 
citizens of Calhoun 
County have methods of 
being able to deal with 
serious violations, which 
this may or may not be. 
Any citizen can bring an 
action before the Circuit 
Court of the county and 
the court may enforce the 
provisions of the “act” 
and force the agency 
to comply and may set 
aside the decsions made 
inviolation of the act. 
The petition must be 
 led within 120 days. He 
further informed them 
that the citizens can 
cause an investigation 
for behaviors out of the 
ordinary.

The agenda for 
the August 9th, 2023 
commission meeting 
indicated an executive 
session with no 
explanation of what 
was to be discussed. 
Even though the known 
purpose was to inteview 
prosecuting attorney 
candidates which is a 
violation. The governing 
body cannot list a blank 
executive session. Propst 
said that what should 
have happened was 
that the interviews and 
appointment may have 
required an executive 
session. But Calhoun’s 
commission is a 
violation. “Let’s clean 
this up” Mr. Propst said. 
“The open meeting act is 
for the purpose of being 
open with the public that 
has put you here.”

Crystal Mersh 
was next to speak to 
her concerns of what 
appears to a “make 
shift” contengency fund 
using the budgeting of 
Regional Jail funds. 
The Commission placed 
$500,000 into that 
fund which would be 
an unheard of annual 
amount needed. Mersh 
said that Budgets are 
not carved in stone and 
funds can be moved. 
But the county should 
have budgeted for a 
grant writer, healthcare, 
etc and focus on the 
must haves. An actual 
contingency fund is to 
be no more than 10% of 
the county’s budget set 
aside. She recommended 
that more dilligence 
in issues such as  ood 
plain management be 
addressed following the 
recent  ooding on the 
West Fork. Unaddressed 
“ ll dirt wanted” signs 
that could effect the  ow 
of local rivers should be 
addressed by whomever 
is in charge. According to 
Mr. Helmick that would 
be the WV Department 
of Highways job, not 
 ood management of 
Calhoun Control.

Charlotte Arthur, 
Annimoriah resident 
and spokesperson for 
that community asked 

the Commission what 
progress had been made 
on the Annimoriah Water 
project. The matter was 
turned over to Luke 
Peters of the Mid Ohio 
Valley Regional Council 
to address, who said that 
the Norman Ridge project 
is in the planning stages, 
while the Annamoriah 
is merely in discussion. 
The engineers are getting 
ready to ask the county 
commission to pay for 
mapping that area.

Mrs. Arthur was 
directed to address her 
concerns to the Pleasant 
Hill PSD which meet 
the  rst Monday of each 
month in the Grantsville 
City Of ce at 4 p.m. She 
expressed her concern 
that the residents don’t 
believe they’ll see this 
project completion in 
their lifetime due to the 
long, drawn processes 
required. Crystal 
Mersh then asked the 
Commission who it was 
that drives the project, 
“Is it Luke Peters or 
the Commission?” No 
real answer came, she 
was told that until the 
engineering is done, 
there is nothing any of 
them can do.Charlotte 
asked what they can 
do to get focus on 
Annimoriah, when all of 
the focus appears to be 
on other projects. “Are 
there not more than one 
or two people worling on 
this?” she asked. “Who 
is the lead?” Luke Peters 
informed her that it was 
himself and Jake Frady 
of MOVRC. A major 
issue has been the ability 
to get Engineers to bid 
on the job. Apparently, 
nobody wants to “step 
on Jim Hildreth’s toes,” 
and bid. Peters said they 
received little response. 
Tony Arthur asked 
if they had not said 
before that Hildreth’s 
was overwhelmed with 
work, which Peters said 
that they do have several 
other projects. Charlotte 
Arthur expressed concern 
for losing funding 
because of time delays 
for which Helmick told 
her it was a slow process. 
Craig Arthur said they’d 
follow up with the PSD’s 
and check on progress. 
“We’re in the 21st 
century,” he said, “And 
sustainable water is 
what everyone deserves. 
I’m still learning how 
this process works, and 
what’s involved with 
the grants.” Hortz Motz 
said it sounded familiar 
such as the broad band 
project, “talk, talk, talk.”

Kelly Barr, Director 
of Calhoun Control 
provided a report of 
activity to the commison 
about the recent 
 ooding. Eight bridges 
were impossible with 
the state saying they 

were “corkscrewed” by 
rapid  owing waters. 
At least two homes wer 
destroyed and twenty 
one homes effected. For 
clean up materials and 
other assistance, call 
the backline of Calhoun 
Control (304)354-9271.

Jason Wilson, 
Director of Minnie 
Hamilton EMS, 
reported their activity 
as well as informing the 
commission that off duty 
EMT and Paramedics 
now have radios to make 
them aware that back 
up is needed when the 
county is uncovered due 
to an ambulance being 
busy.

CRI’s request for 
funding was tabled once 
again by Commissioner 
Helmick who said the 
county is now very low 
on funds.

Donnie Pitts, 
President of the Calhoun 
County park reported 
that the play areas are 
 nished with the help 
of Hope Gas and other 
volunteers who helped to 
put down the mulch. The 
park board is working 
on a master plan that 
includes a new project 
that could be done by the 
end of the calendar year. 
With information from 
Sheriff Graham Knight 
and Trooper D.C. Moore 
of the West Virginia State 
Police, the park will be 
working on a Disc Golf 
Course. The cost of the 
project is approximately 
$5-6K and it’s a game 
enjoyed by young and 
old alike according to to 
Pitts. He also shared that 
Minnie Hamilton Health 
Systems had donated a 
12×14′ building that will 
become a bunk house for 
the stargazers and other 
groups using the park. 
Renovations will be 
around $3-3,5K.

Luke Peters of 
MOVRC told the 
Commission tha the 
$450,000 block grant for 
the bathhouse at Calhoun 
County Park had been 
approved, with $25,000 
going to Thrasher 
engineering and $2,000 
for Administrative fees 
and travel for MOVRC. 
The amended grant is 
for a 40×30′ mens and 
womens bathroom and 
shower facility. The same 
approximate one that the 
1982 Foundation just 
built for $110,000. This 
raised multiple eyebrows 
and questions on why the 
Engineers believe the one 
at the Calhoun Counthy 
Park will cost so much. 
According to Peters the 
bids have not been made 
for the building and it 
may not cost that much, 
and it’s grant money. As 
apposed to real money.

Anita West, 
representing the Upper 
West Fork Park showed 

the commission the 
extensive damages that 
occured at the park from 
the recent  ooding. 
Multiple freezers and 
refrigerators were 
toppled causing the loss 
of not only the appliance 
but content as well. They 
were able to clean up 
the mud and debris, and 
borrow a sound system 
to host their Saturday 
night event, but there 
are multiple areas of the 
park that need help and 
donations. Luke Peters 
of MOVRC asked if the 
park had plans to raise the 
building to which Anita 
responded by saying 
they were working with 
FEMA to determine 
how to move forward. 
LKADC met with the 
Pickering Associates 
and spoke with Delegate 
Hanshaw. Fema does not 
want to keep pouring 
money into the facility 
and would consider a 
buy out. The buildings 
would be moved to 
other property for the 
community building and 
 re department but the 
ball  elds would stay 
in p lace. She said that 
some hard conversations 
were going to occur in 
the future. Helmick said 
that the Commission 
would like to help but 
that he had to sign over 
tax money because the 
county was $7,000 in the 
hole. Transcanda money 
had yet to come in, but 
when it did we’ll see if 
we can transfer $100,000 
and spend $30,000. But 
we are very, very low 
on funds, he pointed out 
once again.

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
President Arthur gave 
information on the 
Calhoun FRN, which  
hosted a save a life and 
narcan training last week 
and is now gearing up 
for Christmas. Sign up 
for their Christmas give 
aways are November 
13-14, 2023. The 
organization also wanted 
people to know that 
there is currently a new 
computer available to 
the community for use 
on the internet.

Graham Knight 
reported that the Sheriff’s 
of ce is now monitoring 
eleven inmates on home 
con nement with each 
paying for the service 
$30 montly. He is 
looking into another 
service provider due 
to the instability of the 
network that they are 
currently experiencing. 
Sheriff Knight noted 
his appreciation for the 
FRN narcan program 
for which he too was 
trained and has used 
multiple times since 
taking of ce. The Sheriff 
gave each Commissioner 
information on the 
purchase of body armor 

packages for he and 
Of cer McKown. Trying 
to be  scally responsible 
he was planning to 
order armor that would 
con gure to multiple 
sizes, never knowing 
what size the next of cer 
may be. And speaking of 
the “next Of cer” Sheriff 
Knight said that he is 
continuing to attempt to 
hire a deputy but because 
of the competition with 
other departments that 
offer up to a $15,000 sign 
on bonus, he was  nding 
it dif cult. He requested 
the Commission’s 
consideration of a $5,000 
sign on bonus for certi ed 
deputies to at least 
compete. Knight’s last 
item of business was to 
inform the Commission 
that the second cruiser 
is ready for out tting by 
Tanners Communication. 
Over the previous 
three years, Calhoun 
County has purchased 
$109,524.43 in goods and 
equipment from Tanners 
Communications for 
various emergency 
service departments.

Shelia Burch spoke 
for the LKADC about 
other people on the 
West Fork recently 
 ooded. Businesses 
Chloe Hardware and 
Stinson grocery were hit 
extremely hard. While 
there are resources to 
aid families and private 
individuals, there are 
not such options for a 
pro t business through 
the Red Cross or FEMA. 
It is critical that people 
contact Calhoun Control 
for information on 
registering their  ood 
damage so that the state 
is aware of how many 
people in this area were 
effected. Mrs. Burch 
also spoke on a recent 
Broad Band Summit she 
attended saying that a 
grant was received from 
ARC to map out the 
entire State. A project 
that Melissa O’Brian will 
present to the counties. 
She said although 
they’ve done a better 
job with documenting 
the unserved and 
underserved, counties 
are responsible for 
putting together a plan 
to apply for that funding. 
Crystal Mersh asked 
where all the previous 
millions of dollars went 
that had been allocated. 
But nobody seems to 
have that answer. While 
we agree that FEMA 
should not want to pour 
money into an area that 
keeps  ooding, why 
should West Virginians 
want to pour money 
into an internet bucket 
that has a whole in the 
bottom of it, funneling 
mainly into Frontier 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
pocket? It’s not like 
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The Calhoun Chronicle did not receive 
any obituraries prior to printing deadline

Letter To Editor
Dear Calhoun Chronicle: 
I grew up in Calhoun Countyand went to 

school with Hale Vannoy, with whom you features 
on the front page last month. 

My Parents James and “Lennie” Roberts were 
well known in the county from 30-80’s. They had a 
service station and independent grocery store at the 
top of Grantsville Hill on Route 16 - which is all 
gone now. 

They were a blessing to me and those who 
remember them had respect for them. 

Thanks agaibn for the most interesting 
newspaper I have read.

Dear Melissa West: 
I have subscribed to the Chronicle for many 

years and for the previous years before you have 
been the Manager, I read the obituaries and Alvin 
Engleke’s column. Now, I read most of the articles 
and am proud of you making sure the current 
happenings in Calhoun County as well as the State 
and National Government.

I am pleased with the Chronicle as it is the best 
paper and read it  rst before any local paper here 
in Barberton.

I hope you will be able to continue. I feel you 
are a blessing to us.

Sincerely Yours, 
Patty (Roberts) Bennett-Wyatt

I want to hear from you!
To our loyal readers, please feel free to let us 

know what you think of the Chronicle. I am doing 
my best to provide you, the reader a great newspaper 
each week. In order to make this paper what the 
readers desire, I need to hear from loyal readers. If 
you have questions about one of the contributing 
columns or aerticles, please sends us your inquires 
and we will forward them to the author. If you 
want to nominate someone for Citizen of the week, 
please let us know. The Calhoun Chronicle, PO 
Box 400 Grantsville, WV 26147 or email them to 
the newspaper at contact@calhounchronicle.com

 Thank You, 
Melissa West, Of ce Manager

Creston  
News

by Alvin Engelke
Phone: 304-275-3578

Rev. Kevin Gillespie 
 lled his regular 
appointment at the 
Burning Springs M. E. 
Church.

The big Creston 
fall ATV poker run is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
September 30.  Round up 
the younguns, the grand 
children, the neighbors 
and make a day of it 
playing in the water, 
looking for trophy bucks, 
wild turkeys and having a 
great time in the woods, 
also searching for ripe 
paw paws and observing 
local historical sites.  

Creston is on W. Va.                      
Rt. 5 about half way 
between Elizabeth and  
Grantsville for those not 
in the know.  Biscuits & 
gravy start out the day 
and the kitchen crew 
can pack your dinner 
pail with goodies for the 
ride.

Cool fall weather has 
come to Creston which 
makes for better sleeping 
at night.  Some are 
predicting lots of snow 
for the coming winter.

There was quite a bit 
of excitement when one 
of Miller Trucking’s log 
trucks had an accident 
at Slate on W. Va. 14.  
The logs created an 
impediment  to travel. 
Then, it turned out, that 
the driver had outstanding 
warrants from Kentucky 
so he ended up with 3 
hots and  a cot.

Kathleen Cervonne 
was helping her sister 
Linda  and husband move 
into an assisted living 
facility up in Ohio.

It was reported that 
the  Ohio DNR has shut 
down temporarily the 
brine injection wells in 
Athen County.  There had 
been indications of leaks 
of radioactive  materials.  
Some might wonder why 
the brine is not used to 
recover the compounds 
since they all have value 
and are routinely used.  
As the ad once said that 
if  the tomato is worth its 
salt .

Joe, who has family 
members in all aspects of 
state government cousin 
at Glenville State) and 
now the little wife is head 
of ARC (Appalachian 
Regional Council), now 
wants one of his toadies 
to be on FERC (Federal 
Energy Regulatory 
C o m m i s s i o n ) .  
Roosevelt’s New Deal 
promised a chicken in 
every pot.  Now with the 
Green New Deal the man 
who drives a Maserati & 
lives on a yacht will have 
a  nger in every pie.            
More bad things 
continue to come out 
about the vaccines that 
the government wants 
us to take.  Now, it is 
reported 75% of America 
is vaccinated and there 
are disturbing  ndings.  
First the messenger rna 
given in the injections 
does not break down 
but continues  to make 
the virus spike protein 
and, among other things 
causes blood clots, the 
likes of which have never 
been seen before and 
these clots are resistant 

to the usual medications 
that dissolve clots.  Also 
the myocarditis caused 
does not go away and 
likely lasts for years & 
causes severe problems 
when stressed.     Some 
believe the real reason 
for pushing the jab is to 
depopulate the planet.  
Meanwhile Bill Gates 
is working with his 
“friendly mosquitos” to 
spread vaccines that he 
is promoting.  We live in 
scary times.  Dr. Fauci’s 
virus had  a death rate of 
about 1%  and was hard  
on  the elderly, Obese 
and vitamin de cient 
.  The new world  order 
wants everyone to be 
vaccinated and to be 
forced to use digital 
currency to eliminate all 
freedom world wide.

Parkersburg attorney 
R. Bruce White, age 88, 
passed away.  He was a 
decent man who helped 
many people over his 
legal career.  He was also 
very civic minded.

It was reported that 
US  natural gas production 
hit a new all time high 
of 102.69 billion cubic 
feet/day with the record 
next year to ne more. 
Ethane production also 
hit a new record of 2.7 
million barrels’/day with   
an in ux now from the 
western shales.

Exxon the 
Rockefeller  agship 
company stated that 
in 2050 oil & gas will 
provide 54% of the 
energy while coal will 
be 14%.  Presently, all 
noise aside, New York 
State, run by the green 
weenies not gets 2% of 
its energy from wind &  
solar..  Close behind is 
cooked cabbage, butter 
milk and  lima beans.

Those who have had 
occasion to be up in the 
panhandle recently report 
that the huge Mitchell 
power plant appears to 
not be running although 
coal is still being added 
to the pile.

VP Kamela again 
stated that goal of the 
government is to assure 
equal outcomes through 
equity, not equality, the 
former of which is/was 
the law.  Equity says 
we all end up the same 
regardless of effort, 
ambition, etc.  In Cuba 
all the peasants get the 
same weekly rations 
of beans.  What she  
proposes requires  brute 
force and maybe this is 
why the IRS now has 
machine guns and there 
are lots of attacks against 
both the  rst & second 
amendments to the U. S. 
Constitution.

The price of local 
Pennsylvania grade crude 
oil rose to $89.77/bb. with 
condensate, formerly 
called Appalachian light 
sweet, fetching $71.77/
bbl.  Marcellus and  
Utica light was $80.77 
and  medium $89.77/
bbl.  Oil from west Texas 
went above $90/bbl. and  
Henry Hub Louisiana 
natural gas was $2.64.  
No such luck for gas 
produced locally

“Grief is not a disorder, a disease or a sign of 
weakness. It is an emotional, physical and spiritual 
necessity, the price you pay for love. The only cure 
for grief is to grieve.” - Earl Grollman

there are not other options for providers. Shentel is 
providing service in Calhoun County that many of 
their customers are extremely satis ed with. Shari 
Johnson (Ridgeview News) has Shentel on Mt. 
Zion Ridge and is currently running 148.0 mbps 
download, and 25.2 mbps upload, and yet when she 
had Frontier, barely got out of single digits. Melissa 
West of the Chronicle has to utilize satelitte internet 
because her only option is dial up. Shelia Burch said 
that the FCC says that the Southern end of the count 
was covered because a few houses actually have 
internet and that the Northern end of the County has 
less. Several questioned that theory.

Commissioner Helmick announced that the 
audit was received from the Grantsville Volunteer 
Fire Department making all audits accounted for. 
However, Clerk Jean Simers informed him that 
the West Fork had yet to provide their audit. Jaso 
Wilson advised that Calhoun EMS’ audits had been 
received and he would be forwarding those to the 
commission soon.

A Request for funding was received from the 
Calhoun Livestock Organization to update their 
kitchen and do plumbing repairs. When Shelia 
Burch ask if  nancial statements were requested 
by those asking the county for money to determine 
need and  scal responsibility, Commissioner 
Helmick said he didn’t think they should be. After 
all, these organizations don’t have any money. Alice 
Holmes amended her request to the Commission 
for assistance in building repairs for her non pro t 
telling the Commissioners that she would advise 
them of the amount necessary to repair the roof 
rather than replace it, Mt. Zion PSD amended their 
request for funding at which time the commissioners 
wanted the public to know that a rumor regarding 
$250,000 given to the Pleasant Hill PSD was not 
true. All requests were tabled.

An approved hire was made for Cynrthia Steele 
for Calhoun E911, and Mitchell McKown for the 
Calhoun Sheriff’s Department to go from part-time 
to full-time effective immediately.

Three applications were made to  ll the board 
vacancy at the Mt. Zion PSD and was awarded to 
Ari White. One application was made to  ll the 
board vacancy at the Plesant Hill PSD and was 
awarded to Eric Cain. Donnie Pitts was appointed 
to  ll a two year board term at the Little Kanawha 
Transit Authority and Jeans Simers was appointed 
to  ll a one year term.

(Continued from Page 1)

Calhoun County High School
Alumni Association

Contact Information
Calhoun County High School Alumni Association 
is in need of updated contact information to keep 
all alumni up-to-date on current events. Return the 
following information to CCHS Alumni Association, 
P.O. Box 11, Grantsville, WV 26147, or email to 
nikkiboatright@gmail.com.
First Name ____________________ Last Name __________________________

Maiden Name _____________________________________________________

Cell Phone _____________________  Home Phone ______________________

Email ____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code __________________________

Class Year____________________

WAG  Trap-Neuter-Return on 
September 24 in Grantsville area
On Sunday, September 17, 2023, the Welfare of 

Animals Group (WAG) will be humanely trapping 
stray and feral cats in the Orma area to have them 
spayed/neutered, vaccinated, and ear tipped (the 
universal sign that a cat has been part of a Trap-
Neuter-Return program).  

We would appreciate if you would not put food 
out for them on Saturday, September 23 as we will 
be trapping on Sunday morning.  Once the cats have 
recovered from anesthesia (at least 24 to 48 hours) 
we will return them to their exact location.  They 
will be healthier, happier, and not reproducing and 
 ghting.  Thank you for your cooperation.  So far we 
have spayed and neutered 812 community cats (452 
females and 360 males). Please keep your personal 
cats indoors or put a collar on them on Sunday the 
17th.  If you have any questions, please call Linda at 
304-354-7506. If you are aware of a feral cat colony 
in your area, please let us know.  

Female kittens can begin breeding at four 
months old, so the best time to spay/neuter a colony 
is when there are only 5 or 6 cats.  Trap-Neuter-
Return is provided to Calhoun County residents at 
no cost to the caretaker.  

Partial funding for Trap-Neuter-Return is 
provided by The Oakland Foundation, The Bernard 
McDonough Foundation, the West Virginia 
Department of Agriculture, and the Calhoun County 
Commission.

 

 
Efficiencies and 1, 2, & 3 Bedrooms 

We pay gas, water & trash service. Tenant pays electric. 
 

Office Hours Monday - Friday • 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Call 304-354-6884 with questions 

Mt. Zion, WV 26151 
 

MULTIFAMILY HUD  
SUBSIDIZED HOUSING! 
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This Week In  Calhoun  History This Week In
West Virginia History

      The West  Virginia Encyclopedia is a project of the 
                       W. Va. Humanities Council. 

Charleston WV – The following events happened on these dates in West 
Virginia history. To read more, go to e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia at 
www.wvencyclopedia.org.\

Sept. 21, 1895: Samuel Ivan Taylor was born in 
Mercer County. Taylor was the  rst member of the 
West Virginia state police. 

He was part of the force that faced off against 
union miners during the 1921 Battle of Blair 
Mountain in Logan County.

Sept. 21, 1937: The West Virginia Conservation Commission acquired 6,705 
acres in Kanawha County to create Kanawha State Forest. Redevelopment of 
the land, which had been heavily mined and timbered, began the next year by 
the Civilian Conservation Corps.

Sept. 21, 1970: Filming began in Moundsville on the movie Fools’ Parade, based 
on the novel by Davis Grubb. 
The  lming concluded one 
month later when Grubb 
came to Moundsville for a 
dinner, accompanied by his 
dog, making the $750 round 
trip from New York City in 
a taxi.

Sept. 22, 1856: Albert Blakeslee “A. B.” White was 
born in Cleveland, Ohio. 

He was West Virginia’s 11th governor, serving from 
1901 to 1905.  He was the fourth person to serve as 
governor from Wood County, his adopted home.

Sept. 22, 1894: Louis Bennett Jr. was born in Weston. 
Bennett was West Virginia’s only World War I  ying 
ace. With 12 combat kills, including three aircraft and nine balloons, Bennett 
placed himself ninth on the roster of aces. This record was accomplished in just 
10 days after assignment to his combat unit.

Sept. 22, 1970: The “Brinkley Bridge” in 
Wayne County collapsed under the weight 
of an overloaded truck. 

The bridge was named for newscaster 
David Brinkley who had  lmed a 1960 
news report about the poor condition of the 
span.

Sept. 23, 1922: Five men were struck and killed at the Glen Rogers mine 
in Wyoming County when equipment fell during the construction of a deep 
shaft. 

Sept. 23, 1938: The Mingo Oak was cut 
down after succumbing to the fumes of 
a burning coal refuse pile. 

The Mingo Oak, which stood near 
the Logan-Mingo county line, was more 
than 500 years old and may have been 
the largest white oak in the world.

Sept. 24, 1911: Laura Jackson Arnold died in 
Buckhannon. 

The sister of Stonewall Jackson, she was a 
staunch Unionist during the Civil War, opening her 
home to care for injured Union soldiers.

Sept. 24, 
1918: George Spencer “Spanky” Roberts 
was born in London, Kanawha County. 

He entered aviation cadet training with 
the  rst class of Tuskegee Airmen and 
became the  rst Black military pilot from 
West Virginia.

Sept. 25, 1864: George Smith Patton was killed at 
the Battle of Winchester. 

Patton, a Charleston lawyer, had organized the 
Kanawha Ri emen, a Virginia militia company. 

He was the grandfather of Gen. George S. Patton 
of World War II. 

Sept. 26, 1816: David 
Hunter Strother was born in 
Martinsburg. 

He was an artist and an 
author who used the pen name “Porte Crayon.” 

Sept. 26, 1863: The Great 
Seal of West Virginia was 
adopted by the legislature. 

The seal, which has remained unchanged, was 
designed by Joseph H. Diss Debar.

Sept. 27, 1914: Author Catherine Marshall was 
born in Johnson City, Tennessee. Her family moved 
to West Virginia and lived in Keyser during the late 
1920s and the 1930s. Her best-loved novel, Christy 
(1967), was based on her mother’s girlhood in the 
southern mountains.

The W.Va. Encyclopedia is a project of the W.Va. 
Humanities Council, 1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 25301; 304-346-
8500 or www.wvencyclopedia.org. 

The following reports are taken from the Calhoun Chronicle Archives.
 1923, 100 YEARS: High School Gets Good Start: The second year of 

the Calhoun County High School opened Mondaymorning in the new building 
in South Grantsville, with a  ne turnout of students from all sections of the 
county. The effect of work of Principal Marvin Cooper, since his selection 
several weeka ago, is re ected in the large number of boys and girls who 
assembled Monday for the opening of school. In all near one hundred are 
enrolled. In the following list the names od some are omitted because they 
failed to turn in their enrollment cards to the prinipal’s of ce. Those properly 
enrolled are as follows: Alma Ayers, Grantsville. 

Robert H. Ball, Ena Barr, Mary Bland, Grantsville; Erra Blackshire, 
Stumptown; Ruth Belford, Big Springs; Eva Buck, Hur; Don E. Bell, 
Annamoriah. Tom Cain, Big Bend. Edna Deems, Grantsville. Eva Edman, 
Ava Adman, Big Springs; Edna Elliot, Mt. Zion. Casto Farrar, Walnut; Russell 
Fleming, Bruce Ferrell, Luther Farmer, Yula Farma, Olive Fleming, Glen 
Fleming, Frank H. Ferrell, Grantsville; Rome Ferguson, White Pine. Otho 
Gainer, Mt. Zion.Pauline Stump Hays, Bernice Hays, Page Hamilton, Howard 
Hamilton, Hubert Hamilton, Ona C. Hosey, Shirley Hickman, Ruby Hickman, 
Asa Harris Jr., Grantsville; Hale Haverty, Annamoriah. Ruth Jackson, Big 
Springs. Mildred Knight, Big Bend; Ernest L. Kelley, Mt. Zion; Virgil Kelley, 
White Pine; William Kimble, Henrietta; Henry A. Kight, Grantsville. Delbert 
Lynch, Arnoldsburg; Nancy Lutz, Grantsville.  

Belle Maze, Nellie Maze, Ruth Maze, Adah Maze, Industry; Mrs. Richard 
Marshall, Pell Miller, Earl Morgan, Evangeline Miller, Grantsville; Dessell 
Morrison, Troea Morrison, Freed.Harley McCoy, Paul McCoy, Hur; Alma 
Offutt, David Oles, Grantsville; Thermal Poling, Corel Poling, Russett; Harold 
B. Proudfoot, Mabel Proudfoot.

Goldie Reip, Euclid; Clyde Riddle, James Riddle, Velma Riggs, Virgie 
Riggs, Dell Riggs, Grantsville. Albert Stump, Mattie Stump, Lucille D. 
Stump, Gerald Stump, George Stump, Elizabeth Stump, Louise Stump, Greata 
Stalnaker, EWrnest Smith, Martha Starkey, Grantsville; L. Roberts Stump, 
Dodrill; Holly Sturm, Hur; Clarence Starcher, Lenore Starcher, Altizer; Leary 
Vanhorn, Stumptown; Golder White, Big Bend; Gladys Virginia Weaver, Gae 
Witte, Kathryn Witte, Truslow Waldo, Grantsville; Johnnie Yoak, Glendon 
Uoak, Grantsville.

The faculty this year will consist of the following: Marvin Cooper, Principal, 
teacher of Civies, Commercial Geography and Agriculture; Miss Mary J. Dew, 
teacher of History, English and Chemistry; Miss Fankie McClung, Teacher of 
History, Latin and English; L. W. Burns, Teacher of Mathematics and General 
Science. The teacher of the commercial course will arrive Monday when classes 
will be started in typewritting, bookkeeping, commercial arithmetic, etc. This 
department will be in charge of Prof. C. E. Bell of Vienna, Maryland. 

Principal Cooper extends a cordial invitation to the general public to visit 
the high school and witness the work of the students. It’s really worth one’s 
while to go over about the noon hour and watch the students leave the assembly 
hall in order.

1948, 75 YEARS:   No Chronicle could be located in the Archives.
1973, 50 YEARS: Air Mail Parcel Post Is Effective: According to the 

local postmaster, parcel post will be accepted for mailing to most any part of 
the world effective September 1. These new rates are far less than those in 
effect at the present time. The rate of 5 cents per ounce will continue to apply 
(until otherwise instructed) to all domestic air mail weighing up to 8 ounces 
regardless of distance or zone. The zone rates for parcel post (parcels weighing 
over 8 ounces) will run somewhat as follows: 1 st and 2 nd zone, 55 cents for 
 rst pound and 4 cents for each additional pound, 3 rd zone, 60 cents for  rst 
pound and 8 cents for additional pound etc. Previous to the new rates, a parcel 
weighing 4 pounds would have cost you $3.20 to mail whereas the same may 
now be mailed in 1 st and 2 nd zone for 67 cents. Parcels to territories and U. 
S. Possessions are 80 cents per lb. Consult your post of ce for the new rates 
effective September 1.

Eastern Stars Hold Meeting: The stated meeting of Grantsville Chapter 
No. 73, Order of the Eastern Star was held in the Masonic Temple on Monday 
evening, August 23, at 8:00 p.m. Worthy Matron, Mrs. Lonie Ole and Worthy 
Patron L.L. Ball presided during the evening. During the evening the Altar 
was draped in honor of Dr. J. A. Morford, Past Worthy Patron of Chapter No. 
73. Reports were given by members of the committee on the Masonic O. E. 
S. picnic, which is to be held at the Jim Lamp farm Sunday, August 29th , at 
the noon hour. The Worthy Matron announced that there would be a school 
of Instruction held at the September meeting. Also by announcement of the 
Worthy Matron, meeting is to begin at 7:30 p.m. There will be a practice of all 
of cers on Friday evening, September 24 th .

Making Time: State Police remind us that excessive speed is the major 
cause of traf c deaths. Sometime we see a combination of speeding and 
drunken driving – and that usually constitutes suicide or suicide and murder. 
The traf c  ow is the heaviest in the history of West Virginia right now – and 
it will probably remain heavy on through the tourist season and then through 
the football season, up to the  rst of next year, in fact. Still we hear folks 
talking about “making time,” about whizzing somewhere and back faster than 
anyone else. We don’t believe such activities are worth bragging about. In fact 
they should bring a blush of shame. Not long ago we heard a fellow claiming 
the best way to “make time” on a long trip is to start late at night and drive 
throughout the hours of darkness when the traf c is a mere trickle. How wrong 
he was! State Police who know the facts about traf c problems, tell us that the 
danger of having a traf c accident is increased by one-third after sundown. 
Statistics show those capable of cers are correct. The safety-minded motorists 
will avoid night-time driving as much as possible. And if he has to drive after 
dark he’ll slow down, He’ll never “overdrive” his lights, which means traveling 
so fast he cant stop withing the range of his headlights. Excessive speed is very 
dangerous any time. It’s the worst killer the traf c experts

Food For Thought
By Judy Wolfram

Apples – When I 
think of fall, I think of 
apples, pumpkins, pretty 
colored leaves and cool 
nights. You can wash an 
apple’s skin and just bit 
it, or you can slice it and 
eat it or for a snack you 
can add peanut butter to 
the slice. You can bake 
an apple by just cutting 
off the top and taking out 
the core, you can buy a 
gizmo that takes the core 
out sleek as a whistle, 
you can put whatever 
you like inside when you 
bake it. I think a spoon 
of real butter and brown 
sugar are good and real 
butter with cinnamon 
and white sugar work 
too. Add some pieces 
of walnuts or pecans. 
Once you remove the 
stem from the top of 
the apple, cut it in little 
pieces, and add them to 
tossed salad or Jello. If 

you have enough pieces, 
why not fry them with 
butter and brown sugar. 
The cores go outside to 
the critters. Waste not 
want not I say. I don’t 
care how you make it 
but apple pie is a must in 
the fall. It doesn’t matter 
if you cook your own 
apples (I did) or use pie 
 lling but the  nal taste 
rest in the crust.  I used 4 
heaping cups of  our for 
a two-crust pie., a really 
heaping cup of Crisco, 
a pinch of salt, and icy 
water. Not just cold water 
but water with actual ice 
in it. Let it set awhile 
as you cut the Crisco in 
the  our with two butter 
knives. Working your 
dough with your hands 
makes it tough not  aky. 
Add the water slowly 
(it’s easier if you take 
the ice cubes out as it’s 
really cold by now) until 

you get the consistency 
you want. You cut the 
water in also. Roll it out 
and sprinkle with  our 
if needed. I bake it at 
325 for at least an hour 
or more if the crust isn’t 
brown enough. When I 
took it out of the oven 
and, while it was still 
hot, I brushed the top 
with Crisco on a paper 
towel. Now if you have 
some left over dough 
just roll it out, sprinkle 
it with sugar, cinnamon 
and put some pats of 
real butter on top of the 
cinnamon and sugar. Roll 
it up and bake it while 
the pie bakes. Check for 
browning as it takes less 
time than the pie. Brush 
it with Crisco when done. 
It’s a good treat. 

Next week is 
pumpkins.
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My Home
Among

the Hills
by Mellody Walburn

Menu for the Senior 
Citizens Center (2% milk 
and margarine available 
daily): (Dining hall is 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m.)

Thurs., Sept 21: pinto 
beans, onions, turnip 
greens, applesauce, whole 
wheat cornbread.

Fri., Sept.22:  sh, 
peas and carrots, coleslaw, 
fruit, whole wheat bun.

Mon. Sept. 25: : Bake 
Steak, Mashed Potatoes, 
Gravy, Beets, Whole 
Wheat Roll, Fruit.

Tues. Sept. 26: day: 
Lasagna, Raw Vegetable 
Salad, Fruit, Whole Wheat 
Garlic Toast.

Senior Citizens Menu
Wed., Sept., 27:  

Barbecue Chicken, 
Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Apricots, Whole Wheat 
Bun.

Monthly income, $700 
or less, $1.25 per meal; 
$701 to $800, $1.50; $801 
to $900, $1.75; $901 or 
above, $2. Guests under 
age 60, $5.25. 

You may drive-by and 
pick-up meals from 11 
to 11:30 a.m., Monday-
Friday, by calling 
CCCOA, 304-354-7017, 
to be placed on a list.

Thurs., Sept 21: 
Grantsville’s Farmers 
Market, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
1982 Pavilion

First Baptist Calhoun 
Food Pantry, Rt. 5, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Tai Chi Class, 5:30 
p.m. at Alice’s Attic in 
Grantsville

CMHS Mid/Jr 
Volleyball team hosts 
Geary Middle, 6:00 p.m. 

CMHS Senior 
Volleyball travels to ST. 
Marys, 6:00 p.m. 

Grantsville Pickleball 
Games at the City Park 
at 7 p.m. (weather 
permitting)

Open Mic/Karaoke, 
Country Kitchen, Big 
Otter, 7 p.m. - 10:00 p.m

CMHS Mid/Jr 
Football home against 
Braxton, 6:30 p.m.

Fri., Sept 22: 
Recovery Meeting, FRN, 
5:00 p.m.

 Calhoun Senior High 
Football Game, away at 
ST. Marys, 7:00 p.m.

Sat., Sept. 23: CMHS 
Cross Country, Bearcat 
Invitational, Grafton 
HS/MS, 7:00 AM gates 
open.

Mud Bog, Upper 
West Fork Park

Sun., Sept 24: 
Calhoun Youth Football 
(home) vs. Elk River, 1 
p.m. 

Mon., Sept. 25: 
CMHS Golf Team have 
Regionals at Riverside 

Golf Course.
CMHS Mid/Jr 

Volleyball travels to 
Gilmer County, 6 p.m.

Molasses Festival 
Pretty Baby Contest, 5 
p.m. Registration, Contest 
at 6 p.m., Arnoldsburg 
Community Building

Tues., Sept 26: First 
Baptist Calhoun Food 
Pantry, Rt. 5, 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

Tai Chi Class, 5:30 
p.m. at Alice’s Attic in 
Grantsville

CMHS Mid/Jr 
Volleyball travels to 
Walton Middle, 6 p.m.

Save the Children 
Parent Child Group meets 
at Calhoun FRN, 4:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Civil Air Patrol, 413 
High Street Grantsville, 
6 p.m. 

CMHS Senior 
Volleyball at Home vs. 
Gilmer County, 6 p.m. 

Grantsville Pickleball 
Club, 7 p.m. 

Wed., Sept. 27: 
Upper West Park Farmers 
Market

Thurs., Sept. 28: 
CMHS Golf Team travels 
to Parkersburg Catholic 
at Worthington.

Grantsville’s Farmers 
Market, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
1982 Pavilion

First Baptist Calhoun 
Food Pantry, Rt. 5, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Tai Chi Class, 5:30 
p.m. at Alice’s Attic in 
Grantsville

SPECIAL EVENTS

Now that’s more like it. It is  nally starting to 
feel like fall, and I am loving every minute of it. 
Going outside

for recess duty this week was actually enjoyable. 
It was sunny but with no high heat or humidity to 
deal with.

There was even a cool breeze on a few days 
that held the promise of crisp, cool weather coming. 
I can’t wait. I haven’t switched out my summer 
clothes for fall ones yet, but I’m hoping to do so 
next weekend.

I did some sweeping, dusting, and mopping 
this weekend in preparation for putting up my fall 
decorations. The storage bins have made their way 
upstairs, but I haven’t started putting anything up yet. 
I plan to do a little each evening until everything is 
in place. Once it cools off and stays that way, I want 
to get some pumpkins and mums for my porches 
too.

Last week was a crazy, busy one. Monday was 
the only evening I was at home. On Tuesday, I had a 
training after school. Then I hurried home to change 
my clothes, so I could help out at the town park. 
The old fencing on the pickleball/tennis courts had 
been taken down in preparation for the resurfacing 
of the courts. The pickleball club had agreed to 
paint all of the fencing poles to prepare them for 
the new fencing. A small crew showed up to work, 
and we painted until we ran out of paint. It took two 
more days to  nish the job, and the poles look great. 
They will look even better when the new fencing is 
installed.

If the weather cooperates, the new surfacing 
should be completed this Monday, and the fencing 
will follow shortly. The new bathroom is coming 
along nicely too. Our little town park is receiving 
quite the makeover.

Soon it will be a destination for people of all 
ages. I can just see it now…..children playing on the 
playground, families having picnics in the shelter, 
people playing volleyball, basketball, and pickleball, 
and kayakers using the new river access. I never 
would have dreamed this would happen when we 
started playing pickleball there a year ago.

On Wednesday, I left school right at 3:45 so I 
could make it to my haircut at 4:00. As usual, I had 
a great time hanging out with Crystal and my sister 
Maricia as we both got our hair cut and colored. I 
went with red and brown highlights in honor of fall, 
and I love them. I had just enough time to change 
my clothes and eat some dinner before I headed off 
to Bible Study.

On Thursday evening I attended the monthly 
meeting of the historical society and then headed 
back to the town park to check on those pickleball 
members who were doing their part to paint the 
poles. I arrived just as the group was  nishing up 
for the evening. They had run out of paint again and 
planned to  nish up the job on Saturday morning.

Friday was a beautiful fall-like day, and I was 
counting the hours until the weekend began. Our 
Phase Ten group hadn’t been together in a while, so 
I had invited them to come to my home among the 
hills for some fun, food, and Phase Ten. The group 
was coming at 6:30, so that gave me time to run to 
Foodland to pick up some food. My dad had bought 
a dozen doughnuts for the evening, so I put together 
a fruit tray, a vegetable tray, and some chips and 
drinks. Maricia and Andy were bringing homemade 
ice cream with all of the toppings.

There is nothing like spending the evening with 
friends after a long work week. We played Phase 
Ten, but we also ate a lot, laughed a lot, and just 
enjoyed being together. I didn’t even come close to 
winning, that honor went to Erin, but I still had lots 
of fun. I climbed the stairs to bed that night very 
tired but very content. I knew I could sleep in as 
long as I wanted, and I had the whole weekend 
ahead of me.

Saturday, as I mentioned earlier, was spent 
cleaning and getting ready to put up my fall 
decorations. On Sunday I went to church and then 
spent the afternoon with my family. My sister Missy 
and her family were in town, so we all got together 
for lunch. The rest of the day was spent doing 
schoolwork and writing my articles. Then I curled 
up on the couch to read for a while before I started 
getting ready for a new week.

Fall of cially starts this week, and I more than 
ready. Bring on the sweaters, soups, and all things 
pumpkin!

CURIOSITY   
CORNER    
by Dr. Jerry D. Wilson,

Emeritus Professor of Physics, 
Lander University

Last week’s Curiosity Corner concerned 
phrases involving the heart. This week, I thought I 
would address some of the customs associated with 
weddings.

State of holy wedlock: “Wed” is an old Anglo-
Saxon word meaning to assign property to the 
bride’s father as payment. “Lock” means a pledge. 
Hence, wedlock is a promise to pay for the bride. 
Of course, “holy” implies the church. There are 
the secular kind of marriages, like those done by 
magistrates and justices of the peace. I understand 
that, in South Carolina, notaries can perform 
marriage ceremonies.

Engagement and wedding rings: The 
engagement ring symbolizes a promise or pledge, 
and rings have been used to pledge bargains since 
ancient times. Also, it shows the lady is taken.

Diamonds have become common engagement 
stones, but only in the last century. Cecil Rhodes 
established diamond mining in South Africa in the 
1880s, which came to be known as the DeBeers 
Company. They gave us the phrase “a diamond is 
forever.”

The wedding ring seals the bargain: an unbroken 
band is an emblem of continuity and undying love. 
The wedding ring is placed on the third  nger of the 
left hand because it was once believed that a “love 
vein” ran from the heart to the end of that  nger.

Bride: In old English, this was the word for 
cook.

Groom: Derived from the word meaning male 
child. That would make the bridegroom a male 
cook, but it is thought that this term comes from 
German and means the person marrying the bride. 
(Sounds reasonable to me.)

Best man: (Shouldn’t this be the groom?) In 
very early times (AD 200), if a guy couldn’t  nd a

wife in his own community, he would go to a 
neighboring town and abduct one. There may have 
been a little resistance to this, so a good friend would 
be taken along to help get the bride and stand guard 
during the wedding. This friend became known as 
the best man (the one who forgets the ring).

Bridesmaids and ushers: These relate to an 
old Roman law that required ten witnesses to help 
keep away evil spirits who might upset the wedding 
ceremony. The bridesmaids and ushers were dressed 
like the bride and groom, so the evil spirits wouldn’t 
know who was getting married. Later, the ushers, or 
groomsmen, were helpful in standing watch during 
the honeymoon period.

Honeymoon: It was once customary for the 
newlyweds to drink a potion containing honey on 
each of the  rst 30 days of their marriage. During 
this time, the moon went through all its phases… 
hence, a honeymoon.

June weddings: The Roman month of June 
was named after Juno, the goddess of women. They 
believed she blessed marriages that took place 
during her month.  Throwing rice: Rice is a symbol 
of fertility, health and prosperity. The custom began 
in Eastern countries, and the Romans adopted it, 
sometimes using nuts instead of rice. Confetti is 
sometimes used, and in these environmentally-
conscious times, bird seed!

Old shoes tied to the honeymoon car: This 
comes from the custom of the father of the bride 
giving the groom his daughter’s shoes as a symbol 
that he was now responsible for her.

Carrying the bride over the threshold: This 
was to prevent the bride from tripping or using the 
wrong (left) foot when stepping over the threshold 
of her new home. Both were considered to be a sign 
of bad luck.

So, there you have a few of our customs. These 
vary a great deal with cultures. In some, there an be 
more than one wife. Just look at King Solomon. He 
had 700 wives! (1 Kings 11.3).

C.P.S. (Curious Postscript): “You know you are 
modern when you accidentally enter the computer 
password in the microwave.”

Curious about something? Email your questions 
to Dr. Jerry Wilson at curiosity.corner@yahoo.com. 
Selected questions will appear in the Curiosity 
Corner.

Borscht 
by Linda Crawford

Borscht is deep red and looks like a good soup 
for Christmas with a dollop of sour cream and fresh 
green herbs on top when it’s served. With lots of 
optional ingredients and the fact it can be eaten 
hot or cold surely makes an idea for someone in 
“Readerville.” It is said to be the National dish of 
Ukraine and a staple in other Slavia countries such 
as Poland and Russia.

Ingredients: cup of diced onions, cup of diced 
celery, 1 cup of chopped cabbage, 1 tablespoon 
butter, 1 can diced tomatoes (didn’t specify size) 2 
cloves of garlic-grated or pressed, 8 cups of wither 
water, beef broth or chicken broth, 1 or 2 medium 
carrots, peeled and grated, 2 or 3 medium or large 
beets, peeled and half of them diced – half of them 
grated, 1 medium potato – peeled and diced, ½ cup 
fresh dill weed, salt and pepper to taste. Optional 
ingredients: bay leaf, green beans, peas, beet greens, 
and shredded pork or pork sausage.

Sauté onions, celery and cabbage in butter till 
soft and translucent. Add diced tomatoes, garlic 
and all 8 cups of water or broth, bring to a boil then 
reduce to simmer. Add carrots, beets and potato 
and any optional ingredients and simmer about 
15 minutes till beets and potatoes are soft Stir in 
fresh chopped dill weed, salt and pepper. Serve with 
a dollop of sour cream, bread and butter. (Rye is 
recommended).

Other famous Ukrainian dishes you will 
recognize are Chicken Kyiv (fried, stuffed chicken 
breast) Easter bread, potato pancakes,  lled 
dumplings and cabbage rolls.

The very popular tradition of coloring Easter 
eggs came from Ukraine, it is the world’s largest 
producer of sun ower seeds, as one of the largest 
producers of wheat. Ukraine has sometimes been 
referred to as the “Breadbasket of Europe.”

Ukraine is about 233,000 square miles and larger 
than France. Their languages are Ukrainian with 20 
other languages spoken there including about 18% 
speaking English. Their population was 40million 
of which more than 8 million have  ed. Would to 
God that peace was as easy to make as a pot of soup. 
Someone let me know if “Borscht” is as good as it 
looks!

Calhoun County Historical 
Society Holds Monthly 

Meeting
The Calhoun County Historical Society held 

their monthly meeting at the History Center on 
Thursday, September 14h at 6:00 pm. The meeting 
was called to order by President Bob Bonar.

The meeting began with Michael Plato reading 
a tribute he wrote about Marc Siudut. Marc was 
a valued member of the society who passed away 
earlier this month. He will be greatly missed.

Riley Gerlach gave a short presentation on the 
history of the View-Master. Members reminisced 
about this toy while viewing slides through one of 
the devices.

The minutes and treasurer’s reports were both 
read and approved.

Members discussed taking part in both the 
Fall Festival and the fall decorating contest. It was 
decided the historical society will take part in both 
activities.

The next meeting will take place on Thursday, 
October 12th, at 6:00 pm. The public is welcome

to attend as the society is always looking for 
new members.
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2023 Calhoun Youth Football 
Schedule

Games:
Sun., September 24th - Elk River @ Home - 1:00 p.m.
Sat., September 30th - @ Roane County - 1:00 p.m.
Sun., October 8th - Webster County @ Home - 1:00 p.m.
(all start times are C Teams games with B and A Teams following)

Playoffs
1st Round 
  - Sat., Oct. 14th @ Ravenswood (1 and 3 seeds for South Division)
   - Sun., Oct. 15th @ Williamstown (2 and 4 seeds for South Divivion)           
2nd Round
        - Sat., Oct. 21st @ St. Marys (winners from Oct. 15th games)
       - Sun., Oct. 22nd @ Braxton County (winners from Oct. 14th games)
Championship - Sat., Oct. 28th @ Roane County
Cheer Competition - Sun., Oct. 29th @ Ritchie County
AllStar Game - Sat., Nov. 4th @ Doddridge County

Game Results from Sunday, Sept. 17th
Calhoun Youth Football travelled to Clay County on Sunday September 

17th and came away with a sweep. On a rainy, muddy day Calhoun was able 
to take care of the ball and bring home 4 wins. The day started off with the  ag 
team where Calhoun won the game by a score of 3-1. Gunner Burrows had 2 
touchdown runs and Aaron Cunningham had 1 on the day for the little Red 
Devils.

Calhouns C Team came into the day riding a 2 game win streak and hoped 
to keep the momentum going. They were able to just that walking away with 
a 45-20 victory moving them to 3-2 on the season (3-1 in Conference play). 
Calhoun was able to score almost every play they touched the ball. Offensively 
Raines Riddel, Braxton Carter and Carper Summers each had 2 rushing 
touchdowns and Ronan Haney added 1 touchdown rushing the ball.

The B team brought their undefeated record into the day and was able to 
keep it that way with a 37-6 victory. Josh Hardbarger had 5 touchdowns on the 
day. He had 3 rushing touchdowns, he also had a receiving touchdown on a 
pass from Haygan Houchin, and also had a 55 yard kickoff return for a score. 
Brantley Schoolcraft added a rushing touchdown to round out the scoring.

It started raining harder near the end of the B team game and into the 
beginning of the A team game leading to a real muddy mess. From the start 
of the A game you could tell it was going to be a defensive struggle and a big 
play or two would determine the outcome. The game went into halftime tied 
up 0-0. Early in the second half Wyatt Lawson was able to break a run for a 
64 yard score to get the Red Devils on the board. Calhouns defense was able 
to play tough and hold Clay county the entire game. Late in the 4th quarter 
Bentley Snodgress intercepted a Clay county pass and returned it 20 yards for 
a touchdown to put the game away. With the win the Red Devils were able to 
remain undefeated on the season.

Next week the Elk River Huskies will travel to Mt. Zion on Sunday 
September 24th. All 3 games will have playoff implications as Elk River is 
undefeated in conference play at all 3 levels. So Calhoun C teams will be 
looking to knock off the Huskies as they look to stay in playoff contention. 
B and A teams will be a battle of undefeated teams as both Elk and Calhoun 
are undefeated and tied for the top spot in the standings at both levels. If you 
are not doing anything come out and give our kids a big crowd and root them 
on. Flag game will start at noon, C team will begin at 1. With B and A team 
following.

Stats for the day:
C Team-
Offense- Rushing:
Raines Riddel- 4 carries, 111 yards, 2 TD (67 & 43), 1 xp
Carper Summers- 4 carries, 88 yards, 2 TD (39 & 40), 1 xp
Braxton Carter- 2 carries, 100 yards, 2 TD (60 & 40)
Ronan Haney- 2 carries, 50 yards, 1 TD (47), 1 xp
Defense-Tackles:
Raines Riddel- 6
Carper Summers- 5
Zander McCumbers- 4
Kaleb Butler, Chase Parsons- 3
Braxton Carter, Ryder Simmons- 2
Owen Heiney, Ronan Haney, Sawyer Justice- 1
Fumble Recoveries: Zander McCumbers- 1

B Team-
Offense- Rushing:
Josh Hardbarger- 11 carries, 95 yards, 3 TD (4, 5 & 8), 1 xp
Jase Farley- 10 carries, 31 yards
Brantley Schoolcraft- 4 carries, 29 yards, 1 TD (8)
Haygan Houchin- 3 carries, 10 yards
Passing:
Haygan Houchin- 2 completions, 48 yards, 1 TD (30)
Josh Hardbarger- 1 completion, 30 yards
Receiving:
Josh Hardbarger- 2 receptions, 48 yards, 1 TD (30)
Haygan Houchin- 1 reception, 30 yards
Defense-Tackles:
Josh Hardbarger, Adam Francis- 6
Brantley Schoolcraft, Haygan Houchin- 4
Jase Farley- 3
Judd Helmick, Kyle Shook- 1
Sacks:
Jase Farley- 2
Adam Francis, Brantley Schoolcraft, Haygan Houchin- 1
Kickoff Return TD: Josh Hardbarger- 55 yards

A Team-
Offense- Rushing:
Bentley Snodgress- 9 carries, 21 yards
Tyler Mayle- 8 carries, 94 yards, 1 xp
Wyatt Lawsom- 5 carries, 65 yards, 1 TD (64)
Kason Stamper- 2 carries, 1 yard
Grayson Laughlin- 1 carry, 6 yards
Braydon Hardway- 1 carry, 1 yard
Passing: Liam Yeager- 1 completion, 3 yards
Receiving:Tyler Mayle- 1 reception, 3 yards
Defense-Tackles:
Chandler Cottrell- 9
Landon Hawkins- 8
Braydon Hardway- 7
Grayson Laughlin- 6
Clayton Foster- 4
Bentley Snodgress- 3
Kason Stamper- 2
Tyler Mayle, Tristan Rogers, Wyatt Lawson, Liam Yeager and Keegan 

Sampson- 1
Fumble Recovery: Chandler Cottrell- 1
Interception: Bentley Snodgress- 1 (20 yard TD)

Calhoun County Middle/High School
Mid/Jr Football 

Schedule
9/7/23        Calhoun 12            Summersville 34
9/14/23 -    Calhoun  6             Wahama          16         
9/21/23 -    Braxton             (Home)    -  6:30
9/27/23 -    Walton              (Home)    -  6:30
10/5/23 -    Webster            (Away)    -   6:00
10/11/23 -  Gilmer               (Home)    -  6:30
Oct. 19         TBDPM    Away Tournament Play
Oct. 26          TBDPM   Away Championship Game at Summersville  
On Thursday September 14th Calhoun Middle School took a long bus ride 

to Wahama. The boys got off the bus and got off to a slow start giving up 16 
 rst quarter points to Wahama. After the 1st quarter the defense tightened up 
and held them scoreless the rest of the game. Unfortunately, the Red Devil 
offense was only able to score 6 points on a 2 yard Touchdown run from Nic 
Butler in the 4th quarter, as the Devils came away with the loss 16-6. The boys 
are looking better each week with each game they play and are hoping to get in 
the win column this coming Thursday, September 21st, when Braxton County 
travels to Mt. Zion   

Stats:
Offense-Rushing: Gavin Hicks- 13 carries, 36 yards; Coby Staples- 9 

carries, 95 yards; Ezra Anderson- 4 carries, 5 yards; Nic Butler- 2 carries, 4 
yards, 1 TD (2 yards)

Passing: Trevor Mayle- 3 completions, 39 yards
Receiving: Gavin Hicks- 1 reception, 18 yards; Nic Butler- 1 reception, 15 

yards; Coby Staples- 1 reception, 6 yards
Defense-Tackles: Sam Bailey- 7; Ezra Anderson- 5; Nic Butler- 4; Tucker 

Sampson, Preston Sauer- 3; Coby Staples, Gavin Hicks, Hoyt Helmick, Evan 
Burch- 2; Trevor Mayle, Kyrian Mounts, Camden Carpenter, Dayvon Mitchell- 
1

Fumble Recovery: Evan Collins- 1

WHITE FALCONS CLAW RED DEVILS
By: Robert Bonar

Last Friday night, the Calhoun County football team made its second 
consecutive ong road trip of the season to Bachtel Stadium in Mason. The host 
Wahama White Falcons thoroughly dominated the  rst quarter of play en route 
to a 56-20 victory.

The  rst quarter could not have been more disastrous for the Red Devils, 
as Wahama scored six touchdowns (three rushes, a pass, a fumble recovery and 
an interception return) to take a 43-0 lead. The game was so lopsided at that 
point that the of cials shortened the remaining quarters to eight minutes each.

With only 24 minutes of game time to work with, the Red Devils battled 
back and made the remainder of the game a close contest.

After a scoreless second quarter, Wahama scored another touchdown on 
a 17-yard run. Calhoun County then answered with its  rst score of the game 
late in the third quarter. Facing a third down on their own 16-yard line, the 
Red Devils got a huge boost when Owen Taylor skirted around the left end 
and raced 62 yards down the sidelines before being hauled down at the White 
Falcons’ 22. Three consecutive rushes by Jayton Gibson netted the Red Devils 
their  rst touchdown of the game. Gibson then took a handoff and passed to 
Taylor in the end zone for the extra points.

The Red Devils tallied again in the fourth quarter after another long drive. 
This time Jayton Gibson provided the long runs, carrying the ball 23 and 22 
yards on successive plays to move Calhoun out of the shadow of its own goal 
line and into Wahama territory. The team moved the ball to the White Falcons’ 
15-yard line, and then Brennan Carpenter tossed a pass to Gibson for a second 
Red Devil score.

After the try for the extra point failed, Gabe Waldron kicked off to 
Wahama with only 3:54 remaining in the game. The ball caromed off a White 
Falcon helmet and Brennan Carpenter fell on the ball, giving the Red Devil 
offense possession inside Wahama territory.

It took the Red Devils only  ve plays to score the  nal points of the game, 
Gibson  nding the end zone on an 11-yard run.

The Red Devils have much to be proud of despite the result of the game. 
After the rough  rst quarter, the defense buckled down and held Wahama 
to only two more scores the rest of the game. This was an impressive feat 
considering that Wahama kept its starters in the whole game and continued to 
throw long passes even after the outcome of the game was decided.

Calhoun County faces another tough opponent this Friday, as the team 
journeys to Saint Marys to take on the Blue Devils. This will be the  nal road 
game of the season.Kickoff is at 7:00

Calhoun 0 0 8 12 - 20              Tyler Cons. 43 0 13 0 - 56
W - Sawyer VanMatre, 1 run (kick failed) 10:40 1st
W - VanMatre, 10 interception return (Harris kick) 9:10 1st
W - 33 fumble return (VanMatre run) 9:00 1st
W - Connor Lambert, 1 pass from VanMatre (Dillan Fields run) 5:35 1st
W - VanMatre, 1 run (Harris kick) 2:37 1st
W - VanMatre, 21 run (Harris kick) 0:19 1st

   W - Lambert, 17 run (Harris kick) 5:07 3rd
   C - Jayton Gibson, 1 run (Owen Taylor pass from Gibson) 1:48 3rd
   W - Harris, 59 run (kick failed) 1:36 3rd
   C - Gibson, 15 pass from Brennan Carpenter (kick failed) 3:54 4th
   C - Gibson, 11 run (kick failed) 0:42 4th

TEAM STATISTICS
Calhoun                        Wahama

                                      15       First Downs        12
                                  39-237 Rushes-Yardage 16-245
                                      31    Passing Yardage    122
                                  4-12-1 PC-PA-Int.          8-10-0
                                       0     Return Yardage      53
                                  2-32.0  Punts-Avg.              0
                                    5-4     Fumbles-Lost        3-2
                                   4-26    Penalties-Yards     6-71
OFFENSE:
Calhoun rushing – Jayton Gibson 17-134, Owen Taylor 6-63, Tyler Nelson 

4-20, Brennan Carpenter 4-19, Adam Hughes 7-8, team 1 (-7). Total 39-237.
Calhoun passing – Brennan Carpenter 4-6-0, 31 yards; Owen Taylor 0-5-1; 

Jayton Gibson 0-1-0. Total 4-12-1, 31 yards.
Calhoun receiving – Owen Taylor 3-16, Jayton Gibson 1-15.
DEFENSE: 
Calhoun tackles (solo-assists-total) – Landon Hardway 2-7-9, Tyler 

Nelson 3-2-5, Owen Taylor 3-0-3, Adam Hughes 0-4-4, Jayton Gibson 2-1-3, 
Charter Cottrell 0-1-1, Gabe Waldron 0-1-1, Trenton Nelson 0-1-1, Brennan 
Carpenter 0-1-1. Total 9-20-29.

Fumble Recoveries – Brennan arpenter, Gabe Waldron

2023 Calhoun County Middle/High School 
Senior Football Schedule

                                                                                                
Sept. 15: 7:00 p.m., Away, Wahama Senior/Middle School
Sept. 18: 5:30 p.m., Home, Wahama-JV
Sept. 22: 7:00 p.m., Away, ST. Marys
Sept. 25: 6:00 p.m., Home, St. Marys-JV
Sept., 29: 7:00 p.m., Away, Trinity Christian
Oct. 6: 7:00 p.m., Home, Williamstown-Breat Cancer Awareness
Oct. 13: 7:00 p.m., Home, Wirt-Homecoming
Oct. 20: 7:00 p.m., South Harrison-Military Appreciation
Oct. 27: 7:00 p.m., Home, Webster-Senior Night
Oct. 30: 6:30 p.m., Home, Clay-JV
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Little Rowels Run, Creston -- CHEAP AND 
STEEP, YES YOU READ THAT CORRECTLY. 
This property has a small area to pull a camper 
on or build a tiny home. Other than that, the 
46.10 (recently surveyed) acres has very 
extremely steep topography, all wooded, no 
utilities available, no neighbors within sight, 
and property is priced accordingly. Come make 
us an offer and  gure out what you can do with 
this property. $44,900.

435 High Street, Grantsville -- In the 1930s, they 
built them to last! This beautiful 4-bedroom, 
1.5-bathroom brick home sits in downtown 
Grantsville. Original hardwood  oors, oak 
steps/hand railings and 6  replaces! (Currently 
housing gas space heaters.) On the main level, 
you have a living room, family room, kitchen, 
dining room, sunroom, mud room, and half 
bath. Upstairs, you will  nd all 4 bedrooms and 
a full bathroom. Inside the main bedroom there 
is a huge walk-in closet and a normal closet 
with a window that overlooks the Koi Pond in 
the side yard. Almost all windows have been 
replaced with new vinyl windows. Washer and 
dryer are in the basement. Have children or 
animals? The private back yard has a brand-
new privacy fence that was installed in 2021. 
This property is on street city parking or you 
can use one of the 2 off-street single car garages. 
If you are looking for that historic-style home, 
with a small-town feel, this is it! This home is 
conveniently located across the street from a 
24/7 critical access hospital and within walking 
distance to a few stores, restaurants and more! 
$199,900. Price Reduced to $189,900.

256 Carroll Road, Big Bend -- 1.21 Acres +/-. 
Looking for your very own  shing camp or 
mini-RV camp? This 1.21-acre lot with 30 amp 
hookups with water and septic in place may be 
what you’re looking for. This river camp comes 
with a large storage shed to store all your camp 
necessities and toys. Site also has a metal 
carport that can be used for vehicle cover or 
picnic tables. So, if you’re looking for a place 
to just get away or maybe a way to make some 
extra income, this camp has loads of potential. 
Also, with today’s housing costs, you could live 
cheap with your own RV on this site. Located 
next to the property is a natural gas compressor 
that does make noise when turned on. $34,900. 
Make an Offer.

CONTACT ONE OF OUR TEAM
TODAY TO LIST YOUR PROPERTY 

OR TO SEE ONE OF OUR 
AVALAILABLE PROPERTIES.

CLASSIFIEDS
Bring Classi eds to the Chronicle of ce or mail to Box 400, Grantsville, 

WV 26147. Classi eds Ads must be paid in advance. 
Classi eds are $10 plus .35¢ a word after 28 words.

Business Directory
Miller’s 

Kwik Stop 
 

Your One Stop Place 
to get your snacks & 

drinks while you  
fill up with gas -  

Mt. Zion  
across from the Highway Dept. 

(304) 354-5945  

OUTDOOR POWER 
EQUIPMENT 

SALES, PARTS & 
SERVICE for 

 

Husqvarna, Stihl,  
Briggs & Stratton 

 

Western Auto is 
also your home and 

garden store. 
 

315 Main St., Glenville 
304-462-5631 

Western Auto 

For Rent
Rivers Edge  Apartments:  
unfurnished, utilities 
included except wi  
and phone; 2-bedroom, 
1 bath, with loft, $750, 
plus deposit; 3-bedroom, 
1 bath, $850, plus 
deposit. Lease required. 
Close to Grantsville, 
Minnie Hamilton Health 
System. Call 304- 532-
8117.

THIS SPACE IS 
RESERVED FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS!

YOUR AD 
COULD BE HERE 
FOR ONLY $6 PER 
WEEK! .

CALL: 
304-354-6917 TO 

CLAIM THIS SPOT 
AS YOURS.

Personal Ad
W a n t e d :  

Homeowner, teacher 
lady, 22-50’s, size 
medium for relationship. 
He is located at

4167 Yellow Creek 
Road, Big Bend, WV 
26136. Call gentleman at 
304-354-6688, 11:00pm 
to 11:30pm.

08/10-10/05

Help Wanted
HELP WANTED: 

Someone to do brush 
hogging of 10 cleared 
acres in Big Springs, WV. 
For more information 
call 216-288-8813.

08/31-9/28

Betty Clark Gregory, Attorney 
 

Adoption and Guardianship 
 
 

(304) 389-0401 
BettyGregoryLaw@gmail.com  
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www.calhounchronicle.com includes headlines, calendar updates, classi eds, obituaries and more!
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LEGAL NOTICE  --  LEGAL NOTICE  --  

ALL 
LEGAL NOTICE ADS 

CAN BE FOUND
ON THE FOLLOWING 

PAGES 7-9
Thank You!

LEGAL NOTICE  --  LEGAL NOTICE  --  LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE  --  LEGAL NOTICE  --  LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE  --  LEGAL NOTICE  --  

New Clinic Opening in 
Arnoldsburg 

ARNOLDSBURG, W.Va. – Roane General Hospital announced Tuesday 
the opening of its long-anticipated Arnoldsburg Medical Clinic is slated for 
Monday, October 2nd. The clinic will offer a multi-specialty team of healthcare 
providers with primary care, cardiology, and walk-in services. 

“Roane General has served patients from 
Arnoldsburg and surrounding communities over 
our 53 years,” Doug Bentz, chief executive of cer 
of Roane General Hospital, said. “Having this new 
clinic will bring care closer to home for residents of 
the area. We look forward to further serving patients 
of those communities.” 

Arnoldsburg Medical Clinic, a more than 
$700,000 investment in the community, is a 2,088 
sq. ft modular, rural health clinic located at 1024 
Arnoldsburg Road. 

Calhoun County 
resident Carrie 

McKown, NP, will serve as a family nurse 
practitioner at Arnoldsburg Medical Clinic.  

“I am blessed to have an opportunity to care 
for my neighbors and our local community as a 
whole,” she said. “We want to serve as Calhoun 
County residents’ primary care home and improve 
their health and overall wellness.” 

Joining McKown at 
the clinic will be Melanie 
Wilson, a physician 
assistant with 25 years of 
experience caring for patients in Roane and Calhoun 
counties. Wilson will provide family medicine and 
walk-in services at the clinic.  

In addition, the Roane 
General cardiology team, 
Dr. Scott Duffy, MD, and 
David Adkins, PA-C, will 
accept heart care patients 
at Arnoldsburg Medical 

Clinic.  
“David and I have both served many patients from 

Arnoldsburg and the surrounding communities,” 
Duffy said. “We have a passion for heart health. 
Bringing that passion to Arnoldsburg is exciting for 
both of us.”  

Roane General 
Hospital will celebrate the opening of Arnoldsburg 
Medical Clinic with events throughout the 56th 
Annual Arnoldsburg Molasses Festival from 
September 28 to September 30. Functions will 
include an open house, a sponsored livestream 
of the festival parade, opportunities to meet the 
providers, and more. 

Arnoldsburg Medical Clinic will be open from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. Walk-in patients will be welcome. 

Calhoun WIC  
September Clinic 

Information
The Calhoun County WIC Clinic is located at 300 Mill Street, Grantsville 

every Wednesday from 8:00AM-4:00PM. The WIC clinic will be closed from 
1pm to 2pm on Wednesday, September 6th for staff training.

The Calhoun County WIC Of ce will be closed every Friday in 
September. 

For more information please contact the Calhoun County WIC Of ce, 
located at 300 Mill Street, PO Box 33 Grantsville, WV 26147 or Phone:(304) 
354-6898 or Fax: (304) 354-6654

CAMC installs  rst-of-its-kind 
interventional radiology multi-modality 

suite in West Virginia
Contact: Dale M Witte, Public Relations Specialist, O 304-388-5766
CAMC recently installed a state-of-the-art multi-modality imaging suite at 

CAMC Memorial Hospital.

The interventional radiology suite provides an integrated environment with 
computed tomography (CT), ultrasound and  uoroscopy. With uninterrupted 
access to these imaging modalities, the right treatment decisions are made in 
real time and in only one suite.

Traditionally, during standard procedures, the patient must be moved 
between the angiography room and the CT room, which complicates the 
work ow. With this integrated suite, all treatment stages – from planning to 
treatment and follow-up – occur in a single suite, with no need to move the 
patient.

“Combining CT with  uoroscopy allows for procedures that are not 
possible in other suites, including combined embolization/ablation procedures 
to treat cancer and complex drainage procedures,” said Amy Deipolyi, MD, 
PhD, FSIR, Director of Interventional Radiology. “We can now offer high level 
procedures that otherwise patients would not have access to or must travel out 
of state for.

The  rst patients were treated in this state-of-the-art image-guided 
procedure suite Tuesday, Sept. 5. Only 28 such suites are in use in the United 
States. This is the  rst in West Virginia.

The combination of CT and  uoroscopy provides unique opportunities to 
perform complex procedures in less invasive ways and allows for de nitive 
procedures to be performed in one setting, rather than having to stage procedures 
with multiple visits.

Many types of patients may bene t from the new equipment. Patients with 
cancer and portal high blood pressure are most common. But we also treat 
women with pelvic pain and vaginal bleeding, patients with biliary obstruction 
and patients needing decompression of biliary and urologic obstructions.
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EVENTS PAGE
Upper West Fork  Park Events

Upper West Fork Park meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of  each month at 6 p.m. Scheduled events 
are as follows (Saturday sings are 7 to 10 p.m.., 
doors open at 4:30 p.m., kitchen opens at 5 p.m.):  
Sept. 23:  Mud Bog 

Creston Poker Run Schedule 
Creston Community Building 2023 poker runs: 

Fall Run on September 30th, located at  340 Anns 
Run Rd, Creston WV  26141.  Registration from 
9 a.m. to 12 noon - $10 entry fee.  1st Place 30%, 
2nd Place 10%, 3rd Place 10% of the door.  No 
2-wheelers allowed.  Riders must stop at all stations, 
and check in at station  ve by the posted deadline to 
be eligible for payout.   Door prizes - 50/50 - kitchen 
open for breakfast and dinner items.  Questions call 
(304) 275-3578 or 304-275-0003.

Tire Collection
Tire collection will be held the third Friday of each month, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Cabot Recycling Station, west of 
Grantsville on Rt. 5.  Tires accepted free of charge. Tires 
on wheels will not be accepted. Only car, ATV, and light 
truck tires, 16-inches or less, accepted, with a limit of 10 
tires per person, open to residents of Calhoun only.  Bring 
valid W.Va. ID. Sponsored by W. Va. DEP and Calhoun 
Solid Waste Authority.

Spay/Neuter
Welfare of Animals Group (WAG) can assist low-

income Calhoun County homes with 50% of their 
cat or dog’s spay/neuter fee. It is cheaper to spay 
a pet than to pay the costs of caring for one litter of 
puppies or kittens. For information or to make an 
appointment, call 354-7042. Donations of dry cat food 
are appreciated, and can be dropped off at Calhoun 
County Library, Grantsville.  The program is funded 
in part by The Bernard McDonough Foundation, The 
Oakland Foundation, W.Va. Dept. of Agriculture, and 
Calhoun County Commission.

WIC Program
The Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 

Nutrition Program is a supplemental food program 
for pregnant, post-partum, or breastfeeding women, 
infants, and children up to the age of  ve. WIC 
provides food, breastfeeding support and nutrition 
education to families in Calhoun County.  To apply 
for the WIC Program or to receive more information 
call our local of ce at 304-354-6898 or our main 
of ce in Parkersburg at 304-428-3688. The 
Calhoun County WIC Clinic is located at 300 Mill 
Street, Grantsville every Wednesday from 8:00AM-
4:00PM. The Calhoun County WIC Of ce will be 
closed every Friday.

Library Hours
Calhoun County 

Library hours are: Mon., 
Wed. and Fri., 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m., and Tue. and Thur., 
10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

If you feel sick, 
please stay home. 

We have lots of new 
books and activities 
happening.

Civil Air Patrol
Calhoun Civil Air Patrol 
Squadron holds weekly 
meetings on Tuesday 
at 6:00 p.m. located 
at 413 High Street 
Grantsville, WV. We are 
always looking for new 
members, so stop on by 
and check us out. 

Food Pantry
CRI operates a food 

pantry, Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.-
4 p.m., with free USDA 
commodities to those 
who qualify (food pantry 
only) on Court St.

Lions Club Bingo
Lions Club bingo will 

be held in the Lions Club 
Building, 103 Stump St., 
Grantsville,  rst and third 
Saturdays of each month 
at 6 p.m.

The Family Crisis Intervention Center 

P.O. Box 585, Grantsville, WV  26147 

West Virginia
Poison Center,
1-800-222-1222
Call with your 

questions. 

First Baptist Calhoun County Food Pantry
The First Baptist Calhoun Food Pantry located 

on Rte 5 outside of Grantsville is a non-pro t food 
pantry that is open on Tuesday and Thursday’s from 
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

For more information on the 12 Step Recovery 
Meetings and resources please contact the Calhoun 
FRN at 304-354-7177

Prevent Suicide
W.Va. Dept. of Health and Human Resources reports 

that the National Suicide Prevention Life-line, 1-800-
273-TALK, is partnering with First Choice Services, a 
non-pro t organization based in Charleston, to answer 
calls from West Virginians and offer assistance during 
their time of need. Calls to 1-800-273-TALK will be 
answered 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

All call line staff have received training in applied 
suicide intervention skills, the gold standard in 
screening and assisting suicidal callers. Please reach 
out if neeed someone to talk to, you are important!

Crisis Hotline 
1-800-579-5844 

Brought to you by Westbrook Health Services 

Country Kitchen Music & Events 

Country Kitchen is located at 6553 Big Otter Hwy 
Ivydale, WV. Come and enjoy some great food and 
music after taking a ride on The Devil’s Backbone 
(Rt. 16). 

Hours
Sun. & Mon.: Closed
Tues - Wed - Thurs: 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Fri & Sat: 4 p.m. to Midnight

BIKER’S   WELCOME!!!!

West Central Beekeeper’s Association
The West Central Beekeeper’s Association will 

meet at the old Arnoldsburg Elementary School, 
Spring Run Road Arnoldsburg, WV (Calhoun 
County), the fourth Saturday of each month at 1:00 
p.m. 

Grantsville Farmer’s Market 
We are located at our new location , the pavilion 

in front of the Old High School, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
eavery Thursday until October 1st. We will have 
vegetables, yard sale items, baked goods and honey. 
Stop on by! Shop Local!

Check Conditions
Travelers can check the 

forecast, traf c, and road 
conditions all along their 
route by visiting wv511.
org before heading out.

Safe Travels while 
traveling through W.Va. 

Children’s Crisis
The Children’s Crisis and 

Referral Line can interrupt 
behavioral health crises by 
connecting families with 
behavioral health services in their 
communities. The option to call, 

text, or chat is available 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week, at 844-HELP4WV (1-844-435-7498, call 
or text) or  by chat at www.help4wv.com/ccl. 

The helpline links families with regional mobile 
crisis response and stabilization teams that can help 
deescalate by phone or respond in person. 

Tobacco Quitline
Anyone interested in quitting can call the West 

Virginia Tobacco Quit-line, 1-877-966-8784 or 
1-800-QUITNOW. The call is for West Virginia 
residents over the age of 18. The Quitline offers 
four proactive coaching calls and unlimited reactive 
calls. Participants are eligible for eight weeks of 
free nicotine replacement therapy: patches, gum or 
lozenges. Contact  Jamie Jacobsen, 304-485-7374, 
ext. 152, or www.cdc.gov/tobacco/campaign/tips/.

Emotion Helpline
Are you or your loved ones feeling anxious, 

overwhelmed or emo-tionally exhausted?  
First Choice Services has a 24/7 emotional 

strength help-line called HELP304 to help navigate 
these uncertain and unprecedented times.   Available 
via phone, text, or online chat, professional crisis 
counselors are trained to listen and help you  nd the 
way forward with stress-management strategies, as 
well as community resources and referrals.  

Talk to someone who cares and can help.
Call the helpline at 1-877-HELP304 (877-435-

7304) or online chat at www.help304.com. 

Broomstick Cemetery Needs Donations
Broom.stick Cemetery located in Calhoun County 
is really in need of donations to keep the cemetery 
mowed and looking nice for 2023. If you have loved 
ones buried in the cemetery, Please make a donation! 
You can send donations to Linda Blankenship, P.O. 
Box 13 Grantsville, WV 26147. 
You can make checks payable to the Broomstick 
Cemetery Fund. Thank you in advance! 

Freed Cemetery  Needs Donations
Donations are needed for the upkeep of the Freed 
Cemetery, located in Calhoun County off of the 
Leading Creek Road. Please send donations to Rickie 
Murphy, P.O. Box 55 Macfarlan, WV 26148. Make 
checks payable to Freed Cemetery. Thank you!

Pleasant Hill Cemetery Needs Donations
In order to maintain upkeep of the Pleasant Hill 

Cemetery we are accepting donations at: Pleasant 
Hill Cemetery, PO Box 651, Grantsville, WV 26147.
If you have questions or concerns please contact 
Cheryl Greathouse at 304-354-9513 or you may 
send an e-mail to cherylgreat@citlink.net. Please 
make checks payable to Pleasant Hill Cemetery 
Fund .  Checks written payable to Pleasant Hill U.M. 
Church should state Pleasant Hill Cemetery Fund in 
the memo . Your donations are greatly appreciated.

Nobe Cemetery Needs Donations
If you have family buried in the cemetery, please 
make a donation. You can send donations to Barb 
Roberts, 359 Nobe Road, Big Bend, WV 26136 
or for more information on how you can help the 
Nobe Cemetery call 304-354-7329.  Thank you in 
advance. 

2023 Molasses Festival Schedule of Events

Villers and Boise Family Reunionm Sept. 30th 
The Descendants of C C Arthur and Mattie Villers, 

and Gilbert E. Boise and RoseAnn Stalhman Boise will 
have a Family Reunion the last Saturday in September 
at 1:00 p.m. It will be be held at the cabin of Steve and 
Diane Arthur Deem . 

Directions: The reunion is being held in Wirt 
County. Take Rose Hill Road about 2 miles, bare right 
on the  rst road to the right, Gilbert Ridge road. Then 
go about 1/4 mile turn right onto Gif n Lane Road, 3rd 
cabin on the right. 

Bring what you like to eat and drink plus a chair. 
Bring family pictures you want to share.  We look 
forward to spending the day with everyone. Hope to 
see you there. 

Liberty Hill Cemetery  News
We need your donations to keep it looking neat. If 

you have loved ones buried in the cemetery, please 
donate. Donations can bemailed to Liberty Hill 
Cemetery, 3121 Lemuels Run Road, Mount Zion, 
WV 26151. Calhoun County Bank has been gracious 
to accept money in their drop box or donated at the 
banks.

Thanks for your help.
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NEWS FROM THE DEMOCRATIC 

VIEWPOINT
A Few Things We Might All Agree On

By Deirdre Purdy
If ordinary people 

on the right and the left 
could unite on things like 
breaking up corporate 
power, our world would 
look very different than 
it does.

In the last 40 years, 
American business 
has become corporate 
business. Three major 
airlines dominate the 
skies. 70% of beer is sold 
by two conglomerates.

We shop at Walmart 
or Amazon or Lowes. We 
Google for information 
and it’s hard to avoid 
Microsoft unless you 
choose Apple.

R e p u b l i c a n s 
oppose interfering with 
corporations through 
increased taxes or 
antitrust actions or 
unionization. If consumer 
prices are going down, 
they say, the system is 
working.

In fact, consumer 
prices haven’t gone 
down, in part, because 
large corporations took 
advantage of in ation 
as an excuse to raise 
their prices even higher, 
resulting in bigger 
pro ts.

But this wave of 
corporate consolidation 
has had powerful effects 
on things besides prices. 
It has depressed wages, 
increased inequality, and 

slowed small business 
creation.

Take Walmart as 
an example of a large 
corporate monopoly we 
are all familiar with. 
(Full disclosure – I shop 
at Walmart and I’m not 
saying you shouldn’t.)

Walmart has a 
monopoly in most rural 
communities, and as 
a monopoly, Walmart 
can pay what it wishes, 
usually as little as 
the market will bear. 
(Depressed wages.) 
Low wages for workers 
mean more for corporate 
bosses and owners. 
(Increased inequality.)
When Walmart comes in, 
small businesses close 
and new ones don’t open 
unless it’s another large 
corporation like Tractor 
Supply. (Slowed small 
business creation.)

Corporate CEOs 
now make $400 for 
every dollar a corporate 
worker makes. 
(Depressed wages, 
increased inequality.) 
Keeping hands off 
corporations  ts neatly 
with Republican trickle-
down economics. Don’t 
tamper with rich people 
or corporations because 
they provide (low wage) 
jobs for everyone else.

Thanks to that hands-
off approach in 2021, 

AT&T earned $29.6 
billion and paid $0 in 
federal taxes. (Only one 
outrageous example of 
many.)

Amazon earned 
$35.1 billion and its 
federal tax rate was 6.1% 
What was yours? 

The Biden admin-
istration is taking a 
different approach. The 
In ation Reduction

Act imposed a 15% 
corporate minimum tax 
on large corporations.

To increase worker 
power, Democrats 
support labor unions. 
Union members make 
igher wages and are more 
likely to earn critical 
bene ts like retirement, 
health care, childcare, 
and sick leave.

With Democrats and 
Republicans working 
together much more 
could be done to rein in 
corporations in favor of 
workers.

We don’t need to be 
enemies, R vs D. Making 
Woke or immigrants or 
libs or gays the enemy 
just distracts from real 
economic issues that 
affect us all.

Let’s choose sides 
where we can join 
together. Workers or 
corporations.

Which side are you 
on?

 FROM THE Republican  VIEWPOINT
By Roger Propst, Chairman

Calhoun County Republican Executive Committee
The proper way 

to  ll a vacant county 
commissioner seat. 

WV Code
Chapter 3, Article 

10, Section 7
§3-10-7. Vacancies 

in of ces of county 
commissioner and clerk 
of county commission.

(a) Any vacancy 
in the of ce of county 
commissioner or clerk 
of county commission 
shall be  lled by 
appointment by the 
county commission. 
The appointee must be 
a person of the same 
political party with 
which the person holding 
the of ce immediately 
preceding the vacancy 
was af liated at the time 
the vacancy occurred: 

Provided, that at the 
time of appointment, 
the appointee must have 
been a member of that 
political party for at 
least 60 days prior to 
the occurrence of the 
vacancy.

(b) If a quorum of the 
county commission fails 
to make an appointment 
within 30 days, the  
county executive 
committee of the same 
political party with 
which the person holding 
the of ce preceding the 
vacancy was af liated 
at the time the vacancy 
occurred, shall submit 
a list of three legally 
quali ed persons to  ll 
the vacancy.

(c) Within 15 days 
from the date on which 

the list is received, the 
county commission 
shall appoint a candidate 
from the list to  ll the 
vacancy.

(d) If the county 
commission fails to make 
the appointment within 
the speci ed time, then 
the county commissioner 
with the longest tenure 
shall eliminate one name 
from the submitted list, 
followed by the county 
commissioner with the 
second-longest tenure 
then eliminating one 
name from the submitted 
list. The name remaining 
after those two names 
have been eliminated 
shall be deemed to be 
appointed by the county 
commission to  ll the 
vacancy.

Join Louis A. Johnson VA Medical Center 
for 5 Upcoming Veteran Town Hall Events

What: The U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA), Louis A. 
Johnson VA Medical 
Center (LAJVAMC) 
is hosting 4 Town Hall 
events for Veterans, 
family members 
and the public to 
provide feedback on 
VA operations and 
recommendations for 
VA programs. Media are 
invited to attend.

Who: Louis A. 
Johnson VA Medical 
Center Executive 
Director Barbara 
Forsha and LAJVAMC 
representatives

Time, Date and 
Locations:  

Braxton County 
Senior Citizens Center, 
23 Senior Center Drive 
Sutton, WV 26601. 
Thursday, Oct. 5, 2:00 
p.m. (Braxton County)

Louis A. Johnson 
VA Medical Center 1 
Medical Center Drive 
Clarksburg, WV 26301

Thursday, Oct. 12, 
2:00 p.m. (Harrison 
County). 

Tucker County 
Senior Citizens Center 
217 Senior Lane Parsons, 
WV 26287, Thursday, 
Oct. 19, 2:00 p.m. 
(Tucker County).  

American Legion 
Post 15 2505 Ohio 
Avenue Parkersburg, 
WV 26101, Thursday 
Oct. 26, 2:00 p.m. (Wood 
County).                        

Morgantown Vet 
Center 34 Commerce 
Drive, Suite 101 

Morgantown, WV 
26501, Thursday, Nov. 2, 
2:00 p.m. (Monongalia 
County). 

Background:
Louis A. Johnson 

VA Medical Center 
(LAJVAMC) has 
scheduled  ve 
community town hall 
events in the W. Va. 
counties where its 
main facility and four 
Community Based 
Outpatient Clinics 
(CBOC) are located. The 
meetings are intended to 
provide local Veterans 
a wide-open forum 
and for VA of cials 
to hear directly from 
bene ciaries as a step 
toward improvement 
and obtaining 
valuable feedback 
from the Veterans and 
communities we serve. 
LAJVAMC will be 
introducing the hospital’s 
leadership staff, 
educating the community 
about nationwide and 
local VA initiatives, and 
discussing operations 
and staf ng.

 Among the VA 
initiatives that will 
be discussed at these 
town halls are the 
Veterans Healthcare 
Administration (VHA) 
Tele-Health Initiative 
and MyHeathEVet.Gov. 
The VHA has adopted 
tele-health as a program 
to increase Veteran 
access to high-quality 
medical providers who 
may not be in the same 
geographical location as 

their patients. Veterans 
will still visit their 
local Medical Centers 
or CBOCs and be seen 
and attended to by VA 
nurses, but their doctors 
will be assessing their 
patients and making 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
via video chat. 
MyHealthEVet.Gov is 
a service provided to 
all Veterans enrolled in 
VHA healthcare that 
allows them to easily 
access their medical 
providers via a chat app, 
access test results, order 
prescription medications, 
request and schedule 
appointments, and more.

The meeting is 
open to the public and 
the media, and VA is 
inviting Congressional 
stakeholders, Veteran 
Service Organizations, 
N o n - G o v e r n m e n t a l 
Organizations, and other 
community partners.

RSVP: Media 
interested in attending 
should RSVP to Sean P. 
McGinty, Public Affairs 
Specialist at 304-203-
8463 or Sean.McGinty@
VA.Gov.

 Very Respectfully,
Sean P. McGinty

Public Affairs 
Specialist 

Louis A. Johnson VA 
Medical Center

1 Medical Center 
Drive Clarksburg, WV 
26301-4155, Of ce - 
304-623-3461, ext. 4044 
Cell – 304-203-8463

Army Corps of Engineers waives fees and 
invites volunteers to participate 

in National Public Lands Day, Sept. 23
Contacts: Doug Garman, 202-761-1807, doug.m.garman@usace.army.mil
WA S H I N G T O N , 

D.C. – The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers 
announced today that 
it will waive day use 
fees normally charged 
at boat launch ramps 
and swimming beaches 
at its recreation areas 
nationwide in recognition 
of National Public 
Lands Day (NPLD) on 
Saturday, Sept. 23.

The waiver does 
not apply to camping 
and camping-related 
services, or fees for 
specialized facilities 
such as group picnic 
shelters. Other agencies 
and partners that manage 
recreation areas located 
on USACE lands are 
encouraged, but not 
required, to comply with 
this waiver of day use 
fees in the areas they 
manage.

USACE welcomes 
volunteers to continue 
the annual tradition 
of public service by 
participating in NPLD 
events.

Volunteers who 
participate in one of 

USACE’s NPLD in-
person activities will 
be issued a fee-free 
coupon if the volunteer 
site is participating in 
the coupon program. 
Volunteers should 
check with their local 
USACE project for 
more information. The 
fee-free coupon is valid 
for one year from the 
date of issuance and 
may be used for one day 
of entrance or day use 
fees at any participating 
federal agency’s park, 
forest or recreation area 
that charges either of 
these types of fees.

Thousands of 
volunteers are expected 
to support the more than 
60 USACE projects 
participating in this 
year’s National Public 
Lands Day, the largest 
annual volunteer hands-
on restoration activity of 
its kind. Last year 6,990 
volunteers served 26,000 
hours on USACE-
managed lands, removing 
86,394 pounds of trash, 
cleaning 852 miles of 
roadways and shoreline, 

maintaining 90 miles of 
trails, improving 1,044 
acres of habitat, and 
engaging 270 partner 
organizations.

USACE has been 
involved with National 
Public Lands Day since 
its inception in 1994 
and has consistently 
been one of the event’s 
largest providers of sites 
and volunteers. USACE 
manages more than 400 
lake and river projects 
in 43 states. With 90 
percent of these projects 
located within 50 miles 
of metropolitan areas, 
USACE sites provide 
a wide range of safe 
and affordable outdoor 
recreation opportunities 
close to home.

For more information 
on National Public Lands 
Day or to  nd events 
near you, visit

h t t p : / / w w w .
pub l i c l andsday.o rg / 
or call your local 
USACE lake or river 
project of ce. For more 
information on USACE 
recreation opportunities 
visit www.CorpsLakes.
us.

Rep. Miller, Colleagues Introduce the 
Interdiction of Fentanyl in Postal Mail at 

Federal Prisons Act
Contact: Elizabeth Predit | Press Secretary

September 18, 
2023-WASHINGTON, 
D.C. - Today, Congress-
woman Carol Miller 
(R-WV) joined Repre-
sentatives Don Bacon 
(R-NE), Matt Cartwright 
(D-PA), Chris Pappas (D-
NH), and Randy Weber 
(R -TX) in introducing 
the Interdiction of 
Fentanyl in Postal Mail 
at Federal Prisons Act. 
This bill will aim to 
eliminate contraband, 
including fentanyl and 
other synthetic opioids 
from being smuggled 
into Federal prison 
facilities through inmate 
postal and legal mail. 

“The fentanyl and 
opioid crises in America 
have devastated our 
communities and will 
continue to until we 
combat the  ow of 
drugs throughout the 
United States,” said 

Congresswoman Miller. 
“The Interdiction of 
Fentanyl in Postal Mail 
at Federal Prisons Act 
will prevent fentanyl 
from being smuggled 
through postal mail 
into federal prisons and 
implement better living 
and working conditions 
at these facilities. The 
safety of our inmates, 
of cers, and staff is of 
the utmost importance 
as we take crucial steps 
to stop the drug crisis in 
America.”

“We must keep 
fentanyl out of the 
hands of inmates,” said 
Congressman Bacon. 
“Digitizing mail has been 
shown to be an effective 
method for keeping this 
deadly drug away from 
inmates and protecting 
employees who are 
tasked with processing 
the mail. Neglecting this 

simple solution diverts 
resources and threatens 
health and safety at our 
prisons.”

B a c k g r o u n d : T h e 
Interdiction of Fentanyl 
in Postal Mail at 
Federal Prisons Act will 
demonstrate Congress’ 
support for safer working 
conditions for up to 
38,000 correction of cers 
and staff and avoid 
unnecessary exposure 
to drug substances in 
inmate postal mail. 

This bill will fund 
a program that will 
implement digital mail 
scanning systems in U.S. 
prisons.

In 2020, the  rst 
MailGuard program was 
successfully tested at 
the Federal Correctional 
Institution in Beckley, 
West Virginia.

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 6236

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

• Cash to help pay funeral or other  
 final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance ages  
 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health  
 questions
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Warner announces conviction of Kanawha 

County man for illegal voting in 2020 
General Election

Contact: Landon Palmer, Assistant Communications Director, 304-356-
2616 or lpalmer@wvsos.gov

September 19, 
2023-Warner announces 
conviction of Kanawha 
County man for illegal 
voting in 2020 General 
Election

Charleston, W.Va. 
– The latest in a string 
of three illegal voting 
convictions has been 
announced by WV 
Secretary of State Mac 
Warner.

Jack Vaughan, a 
resident of Kanawha 
County, has pleaded 
guilty to illegal voting 
in the 2020 General 
Election. In 2020, 
Vaughan voted in two 
states using absentee 
ballots – once in Florida 
and again in West 
Virginia. 

The case was handled 
by Kanawha County 
Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney Jennifer Crane, 
and the investigation was 
conducted by Investigator 
Bill Seckman of the WV 
Secretary of State’s 
Of ce at the direction of 

the Secretary of State’s 
Investigation Division 
Director Kimberly 
Mason.

While only a 
misdemeanor offense at 
the time of Vaughan’s 
crime, state legislation 
that was passed in 2022 
now makes illegal 
voting a felony in the 
state of West Virginia. 
In accordance with his 
guilty plea, Kanawha 
County Circuit Court 
Judge James Rowe 
sentenced Vaughan to 
pay a  ne of $100.00 
plus court costs.

“We are pleased to 
have worked with the 
West Virginia legislature 
to make illegal voting 
now a felony,” said 
Secretary Warner. 
“Technology and data 
sharing between states 
makes it easier than 
ever to catch those who 
attempt to vote illegally 
with absentee ballots.”

Vaughan’s conviction 
marks the third this year 

for illegal voting in the 
2020 election, all of 
which involved voting 
by absentee ballot in two 
separate states. Since 
2017, Secretary Warner 
has made bolstering the 
Investigations Division 
a priority to prosecute 
election crimes and 
restore con dence in 
voters.

“If you’re going to 
cheat in an election in 
West Virginia, we are 
going to catch you and see 
that you are prosecuted,” 
said Secretary Warner.

To report a possible 
election violation or 
voter fraud, call toll-free 
at (877) FRAUD-WV  
or text “WV” to 45995 
to complete a mobile 
complaint form from our 
of ce.

You can learn more 
about the election process 
in West Virginia by going 
to the WV Secretary of 
State’s secure website at 
GoVoteWV.com.

The VA Hosts 3rd Annual Recovery Month 
Event in Clarksburg:

Suicide and Addiction Prevention Through 
Recovery Awareness and Whole Health

What:             The 
Louis A. Johnson VA 
Medical Center is hosting 
a Recovery Month Event 
at Jackson Square in 
downtown Clarksburg. 
The theme will be 
Suicide and Addiction 
Prevention Through 
Recovery Awareness and 
Whole Health.

 Who:               Louis 
A. Johnson VA Medical 
Center

 When:             Friday, 
September 22, 11 a.m. – 
3 p.m.

 Where:           Jackson 
Square Clarksburg, W. 
Va.

Background: On 
September 22, 2023, 
the Louis A Johnson VA 
Medical Center will be 
holding its 3rd Annual 
National Recovery 
Month event at Jackson 
Square from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

National Recovery 
Month (Recovery 
Month), which started 
in 1989, is a national 
observance held 
every September to 
promote and support 
new evidence-based 
treatment and recovery 
practices, the nation’s 
strong and proud 
recovery community, 

and the dedication of 
service providers and 
communities who make 
recovery in all its forms 
possible.

The Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health 
Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) aims to 
incorporate Whole 
Health outcomes for 
people living with mental 
health conditions and 
substance use disorders 
through the Wellness 
Initiative.  This initiative 
envisions a future in 
which people with 
mental or substance use 
problems pursue health, 
happiness, recovery, 
and a full and satisfying 
life in the community. 
Every aspect of wellness 
can affect a person’s 
life. Working toward all 
of them in one way or 
another relates directly to 
the quality of a person’s 
life.  This initiative 
targets eight dimensions 
of wellness. SAMHSA 
supports embracing these 
dimensions—emotional, 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l , 
 nancial, intellectual, 
occupational, physical, 
social and spiritual—to 
achieve longevity and 
improved quality of life.

 This year, our focus is 

on addiction prevention, 
addiction recovery, 
suicide prevention, and 
Whole Health Services. 
Our agenda will include 
presentations by expert 
presenters, testimonies 
of experience, strength 
and hope by individuals 
in Recovery, a Bird of 
Prey show, a scavenger 
hunt, music, service 
providers, and Whole 
Health experiential 
activities.

RSVP: 
Louis A. Johnson 

VA Medical Center 
Employees will be 
available for interview 
at this event from 1 – 3 
p.m.

To RSVP, please 
contact Public Affairs 
Specialist Sean McGinty 
at (304)203-8463 
or Sean.McGinty@
VA.Gov.

 Very Respectfully,
Sean P. McGinty
Public Affairs 

Specialist Louis A. 
Johnson VA Medical 
Center 1 Medical Center 
Drive 

Clarksburg, WV 
26301-4155

Of ce - 304-623-
3461, ext. 4044 Cell – 
304-203-8463

From Senator Joe Manchin’s Newsletter: 
2023 U.S. CAPITOL CHRISTMAS TREE 

ESSAY CONTEST FOR WEST VIRGINIA

Washington, DC – Today, U.S. Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV), Chairman 
of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, announced an essay 
contest for West Virginia fourth graders as part of the celebration of the 2023 
U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree. The Capitol Christmas Tree – known as “The 
People’s Tree” – lights up the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol during the holiday 
season and is selected from a different national forest each year. This year, the 
tree will come from West Virginia’s Monongahela National Forest.

“The Capitol Christmas Tree is a wonderful, historic tradition that brings 
our great country together during the holidays, and I am thrilled that the 2023 
tree will be from West Virginia’s Monongahela National Forest,” said Senator 
Manchin. “This essay contest will allow one outstanding fourth grader to take 
part in the of cial tree-lighting ceremony in Washington, which will showcase 
not only our remarkable forestry, but also our strong community spirit. I’m 
grateful to the Forest Service for their hard work and partnership on this 
celebration, and I can’t wait to read about what our Wild and Wonderful home 
means to young West Virginians across the Mountain State.”

Students are invited to describe in 500 words why they love West Virginia’s 
forests and public lands, incorporating the theme of the 2023 U.S. Capitol 
Christmas Tree: “Endlessly Wild & Wonderful.” Senator Manchin will select 
one student from statewide submissions to receive a once-in-a-lifetime all-
expenses paid trip for the winner and one guardian to travel to Washington, DC 
in late November or early December to take part in the of cial tree-lighting 
ceremony alongside members of the U.S. House of Representatives, the U.S. 
Senate and the public. The student will be invited to attend several other 
festivities during their visit and may have an opportunity to read their winning 
essay publicly.

Each year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Forest Service 
selects a national forest to provide the Christmas tree for the West Lawn of the 
U.S. Capitol, a tradition that began in 1970 when Monongahela National Forest 
provided the  rst tree on behalf of the Forest Service. Monongahela National 
Forest also provided the tree in 1976. This year, the tree will be harvested in 
Randolph County from the Greenbrier Ranger District and will travel around 
West Virginia throughout November before heading to Washington.

More information on the essay contest:Contest open to all fourth-grade 
students who are residents of West Virginia.

Essays should be no more than 500 words, submitted to uscapitolchristmastree.
com/essay

Include the name of the student; parent’s email address; name of the 
student’s teacher and principal; and name, address and phone number of the 
student’s school.

Submit essays by September 26. The winner will be announced in early 
October.

Gov. Justice appoints Jeremy Jones as State 
Forester

Monday, September 18, 2023--CHARLESTON, WV — Gov. Jim Justice 
announced today that he has appointed Jeremy C. Jones as State Forester and 
Director of the West Virginia Division of Forestry.

Jones is a West Virginia native and a graduate of West Virginia University. 
He has over 20 years of experience with the West Virginia Division of Forestry, 
beginning as a Service Forrester in Roane County. Most recently, he served as 
Assistant State Forester-Fire for the division.

Jones steps into the position following the retirement of former West 
Virginia Division of Forestry Director Tom Cover. 

“I am honored to continue to serve the West Virginia Division of Forestry 
through this new role and thank Gov. Justice for this opportunity,” Jones said. 
“I am excited to lead the agency into the future.”

Established in 1909 as a declaration of the state government for the need of 
forest protection and research, the West Virginia Division of Forestry protects 
and conserves forest resources in the nation’s third most forested state.

For more information, visit www.WVforestry.com.

DHHR Announces Launch of State Health 
Assessment

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The West Virginia Department of Health and 
Human Resources (DHHR), Bureau for Public Health today announced the 
launch of the West Virginia State Health Assessment (SHA) survey to gain 
valuable insights into the health and well-being of West Virginians.

The SHA is a collaborative process aimed at data collection and analysis 
to provide an overview of the community’s current health status, needs, and 
factors that contribute to health outcomes. 

The SHA helps guide the development of a State Health Improvement 
Plan (SHIP), a  ve-year plan developed in collaboration with multi-sector 
partnerships to address public health issues and themes based on the results of 
the SHA, by facilitating the prioritization of strategies and activities, identifying 
collective resources, and determining how to align those resources to achieve 
improvements in health outcomes.

“This survey is an opportunity for West Virginians to contribute to 
improving the health of our state.  We want to understand the strengths, health 
status, and concerns of your community so that we can implement real public 
health action to address your health priorities,” said Dr. Matthew Christiansen, 
State Health Of cer and Commissioner of DHHR’s Bureau for Public Health. 
“This is the  rst step in creating real change to improve health outcomes in 
West Virginia.”

 For more information about the West Virginia State Health 
Assessment survey, please visit https://dhhr.wv.gov/publichealthquality/
statepublichealthassessment/Pages/default.aspx. To participate in the survey, 
please visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/32ZRWPC. 

The State Health Assessment Survey is available through October 9, 2023. 
To apply for jobs in the public health  eld, please visit https://dhhr.wv.gov/
Pages/Career-Opportunities.aspx.

Attorney General Morrisey: Federal 
Appeals Court Upholds January Decision 

that Biden’s ARPA Tax Cut Limit Was 
Unconstitutional

           
       --Victory Helped Allow West Virginia to Pass Major Tax Cuts--
 CHARLESTON — West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey on 

Friday said the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit in Atlanta denied the 
U.S. Department of Treasury’s motion for a full panel review of the court’s 
January decision. That decision, which West Virginia argued in September 
2022, stemmed from the Biden administration’s appeal of a November 2021 
victory that had protected the well-established authority of states to lower taxes 
for their citizens.

 The Attorney General co-led a 13-state coalition in April 2021 in suing the 
Biden administration to stop the “tax mandate” buried in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021.

 West Virginia’s victory in this case empowered states to pass tax cuts just 
like the major tax cut legislation passed in the state in March 2023.

 “This case is about state’s sovereignty, and I’m pleased the court reiterated 
the January ruling,” Attorney General Morrisey said. “Our lawsuit was designed 
to protect West Virginia from federal overreach. We have fought back against 
that overreach with the November 2021 win in district court, but the Biden 
administration kept on insisting their interpretation of the law is correct.”

 “It was not, and the court agreed.”
 The coalition argued federal treasury of cials cannot force states to 

relinquish control of their taxing authority in return for economic aid related 
to COVID-19. By broadly preventing all 50 states from exercising their tax 
powers effectively, the stimulus bill provision amounted to one of the most 
egregious power grabs by the federal government in the nation’s history.

 The district court in November held the tax mandate violates the U.S. 
Constitution’s Spending Clause. The court ruled that Congress must be clear 
if it intends to impose a condition on the granting of federal monies — that is, 
it must do so unambiguously. The U.S. Department of the Treasury and the 
Secretary of the Treasury appealed that decision in January of last year.

 West Virginia co-led the coalition with Alabama and Arkansas with support 
from Alaska, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Montana, New Hampshire, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, South Dakota and Utah.
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Calhoun Middle School Band was recognized by the Calhoun Board of 
Education for their 2023 Spring Adjudication where they received a Superior 
Rating under the direction of Band Director Michael McHenry and Assistant 
Director Lindsey McHenry.

Superintendent Michael Fitzwater gave certi cates to those that attended 
and has requested the band learn a Jimmy Buffet song. Board member Hortz 
Motz told the students that he could remember the  rst time he seen the band 
and how very much they’ve improved. There pride and progress is visible.

Following the recognition the crowd seriously thinned down, this is why 
it is so important for more community involvement to understand what is 
happening in your children and grandchildren’s education.

Shari Johnson, Publisher of the Ridgeview News addressed the board prior 
to the meeting on matters brought to her attention by students. Multiple pictures 
were sent to the Ridgeview News sharing the concerns of what appeared to 
have been mold, if not black mold, in the ceiling tiles and on equipment in 
several class rooms. (Handout Provided to the Board below).

Another matter discussed by Shari Johnson, respresenting herself, was the 
continuing concerns for School Spirit and overall school pride that seems to 
be non existent within the student body. While teams and cheer squads do 
their best each week to celebrate the school competitions the students are 
encouraged very little to feel as thought they’re apart. A empromtu Friday 
afternoon thuse was an apparent afterthought, when the Career Center was 
closed and the school needed something to occupy students. The Cheersquad 
Coach and Band was noti ted late afternoon of the event without any time to 
prepare. School pride may seem trivial to some, but it is an important part of 
building a successful school community. When students have pride in their 
school it gives them a sense of ownership which sets in motion a range of 
positive behaviours. The Cheersquad recently wore their uniforms on game 
day and were promptly removed from class and asked to put on pants to cover 
their legs because the uniforms didn’t comply with dress codes. While in theory 
this may have been true, their reasoning was to encourage school spirit and the 
uniforms are viewed as appropriate for school event.

A longtime complaint against Calhoun Schools has been the inability to 
make parents and volunteers feel welcome. A case in point is boosters and 
volunteers not having access (via keys) to the areas of the school needed to 
perform their duties overseeing their perspective events. When the school 
was recently re-keyed, access was denied to many areas. It is understood that 
keys had gotten handed out to many undeserved individuals creating security 
risks, but removing access to trusted individuals should not have happened and 
creates feeling of distrust.

The  nal parent complaint Mrs. Johnson share was the request of middle 
school parents to get recognition for 8th grade athletes through banners for 
outstanding achievement which was denied. The reason given (unsubstantiated) 
was because it detracted from the High School Acheivements. Also a matter of 
complaint was their inability to celebrate their foot ball homecoming.

As none of these matters were addressed by the board due to the matters 
not being on the agenda and being spoken of during delegation time.

Board member Hortz Motz, who sits on the board of the Calhoun Gilmer 
Career Center, reported that two new hires have occurred. Mr. Huffman, who 
spent seventeen years in law enforcement in Gilmer county has been hired as 
instructor of the Criminal Justice program and Mr. White who is now instructor 
of the culinary program. He eplaced and was highly recommended by Liljon 
McCormick who left the Career Center for a State Board of Education 
position.

The Career center recently sustained serious damgage to the roof over the 
commons area of the school. The roof drains were clogged causing water to 
pour into the commons area of the building causing damage and closing the 
school for one day due to clean up. There is progress on the repairs following 
a cleaning company being brought in as well as an electrician. Board member 
Jenna Jett asked if equipment was damaged to which Motz response was the 
damage stayed mainly in the commons area, not of ces or classrooms.

Mr . Fitzwater gave his Superintendent’s report, telling the board that there 
is a couple of big projects to discuss. A new score board has been installed at 
the Football  eld, donated by Hope Gas. Earlewine Concrete and B. Miller 
also donated their time to the installation. Jeff Houchin donated his crew to 
help with rock work on the baseball  eld. They are currently waiting for First 
Energy to hook up a transformer for the newly installed score board donated by 
Calhoun Banks for the  eld.

A new school bus has been purchased and is set to arrive next month along 
with four buses in limbo. Fitzwater said that the school had gotten behind on 
bus replacement with a 2003 bus still in use, far exceeding the expected time of 
use. As school started buses began to break down causing the need for Roane 
and Gilmer County Schools to loan Calhoun replacements. “We’re good right 
now, ” Fitzwater said, “We’re read to rock and roll.”

Facility wise he reported that they’re trying to address the humidity issues 
at Calhoun Middle High school with the need to replace two boilers and one 
chiller in the facility. CMHS was opened in 1998 and much of the equipment 
is at the point of needing replaced. He said that as far as the three facilities are 
concerned the age of the building are forgotten with CMHS still being referred 
to as a new school, when in fact it’s 25 years old. Although Arnoldsburg 
Elementary is the newest school, Pleasant Hill is likely in the greater condition 
because of the new roof and recent renovations there.

With school improvements on the heart of Mr. Fitzwater he went on to 
discuss their plans to put forth a school levy on the next ballot of 2024. “Thirty 
Seven votes” he said, “that’s what we missed having a levy by.” His intention 
is to speak with staff and students about helping to promote the levy. “It was 
never about the football team,” he added, “With an astroturf  eld the school 
can utilize the area for recess and activities allowing the students more time 

Calhoun School Board Recognizes Students & Facility Issues during Sept. 11th Meeting
By Emma Howell

outside. Currently, because of the mud, it’s not feasible to use the grassy areas. 
Other purposes for the levy would be transportation for extracurricular events 
and activities, supplements for teachers, replacement of the HVAC and paid 
lunches for staff and service professionals. Calhoun is one of very few school 
in the state that does not have a County levy to assist in funding.

Graduation date has been a matter of contention for several years with it’s 
falling on the annual track and  eld state competition. However the matter was 
put to vote and was overwhelmly decided that graduation would remain the 
same time, being May 17th, 2024. This issue has been discussed by parents 
at numerous Board Meetings. Why should our kids who work hard have to 
choose to walk across the stage and receive their diploma with their classmates 
or participating in sports? These kids work hard and shouldn’t have to choose. 

The school drug testing policy was discussed, as some board members 
were not satis ed with the vagueness of the policy, but no action was taken.

Further matters discussed and approved are to follow directly from the 
agenda. (an agenda not provided to Ridgeview News by the way).

A. Finance for Approval September 11, 2023
General Fund Invoices – $ 501317.47
Supplements – $ 390237.00
Transfers – $ 0
August 2023 Financial Statement
(Invoice list available for review at Calhoun County Board of Education 

Of ce)
B. Contracts: Mountain State Educational Services Cooperative
C. Volunteers: Twila Nicholas, Amanda Kerby, Bobby Toppings, Mary 

Beth Sauer, effrey Hunt, Brenda Hunt, Debbie Jones, Miranda Siwicki, Angelia 
Slider, Megan Heiney, Nikki Boatright, Amber Francis, Mikayla Vanhoose, 
Melinda Lamb, Kaylie Lamb, Mary Crislip, Aryeh White, Makahla Page, 
Tracie Brown, Stephanie Richards, Betty Barr, Brent Barr, Mary McCumbers, 
Cassandra Ray, Sheila Falls, Beth Harris, Vanessa Harris, Kelly Morgan, .Stacy 
Sampson. Sherry Thomas, Danielle Wilson, Kathryn Holbert, Aislin Putnam, 
Judy McCumbers, Arlene Sampson, Lisa Wilmoth, Rebecca Siers, Pamela 
Miklos, Lea McCumbers, Brenda Billingsley, Shelly McCoy, Beth Nicholas, 
Terra Badgett, Wanda Wayne, Holly Swisher, Connor Boggs, Trevor Lynch 
and Cheyenne Varnell.

D. Surplus
IX. Personnel (Attachment D): 
A. Retirements: Professional: Lori Parsons, Title I Teacher, PHE 

Elementary, effective August 31, 2023; 
B. Resignations: Professional: Tamara Cook, Long Term Substitute Pre-K/

Pre-K Special Needs Teacher, AES and Tamara Cook, Substitute Teacher; 
Service: Timothy Able , Substitute Bus Driver and Crystal Jarvis, Substitute 
Custodian

C.Employment: After School-Amy Cottrell , After School Prevention/
Intervention Facilitator, County effective August 15, 2023 and Brandi Sampson, 
Substitute After School Prevention/Intervention Facilitator,County effective 
August 15, 2023; 

Professional- Janice Westfall , Long Term Substitute Elementary 
Teacher, PHE 3rd Grade effective 8/18/23 -12/22/23; Charles Thomas, Long 
Term Substitute Pre-K/Pre-K Special Needs Teacher,AES, effective 8/25/23 
– 12/22/23; Dyna Dow , Substitute Teacher; Renita Benson , Long Term 
Substitute Elementary Teacher, AES effective 8/18/23-12/22/23 and Wesley 
Self , Substitute Teacher 

Service - Jasmine McGlothlin, Long Term Substitute Cook, PHE 7:30 a.m. 
– 3:30 p.m. (September 12, 2023 – October 31, 2023); Barbara Greathouse, 
Substitute Multi-Classi ed Aide II/Supervisory Aide/Bus Aide/Specialized 
Health Care Procedures and Madison Gerlach , Substitute Multi-Classi ed 
Aide II/Supervisory Aide/Bus Aide/Specialized Health Care Procedures

 Extracurricular - Melissa Jarvis , $1 Assistant Volleyball Coach 
effective 9/5/23; Kelley O’Harrow , Substitute After School Tutor/Teacher, 
County; Jennifer Hoskins , Substitute After School Tutor/Teacher, County; 
Laura Webb , Literacy Fair Coordinator, AES; Laura Webb , Social Studies 
Fair Coordinator, AES; Mary Hoskins , Science Fair Coordinator, AES; Mary 
Hoskins , Math Field Day Coordinator, AES; Amanda Morris , Young Writers 
Coordinator, PHE; Amanda Morris , Social Studies Fair Coordinator, PHE; 
10.Amanda Morris , Literacy Fair Coordinator, PHE; Carissa Yoak , Math 
Field Day Coordinator, PHE; Carissa Yoak , Science Fair Coordinator, PHE; 
Amanda Morris , Mentor New Teachers, PHE and Ryan Jarvis , Mentor, Chief 
School Business Of cial

X. Employee Hearing – Discipline with Pay: 2 Rati cation of Paid 
Suspension

XI. Adjournment
Future Board Meeting Dates: October 16, 2023 4:30 p.m. (Work Session) 

Arnoldsburg Elementary; Monday, October 16, 2023 5:30 p.m. (Regular/
LSIC);  Arnoldsburg Elementary; November 14, 2023 5:30 p.m. (Regular/
LSIC) Pleasant Hill Elementary; and December 12, 2023 5:30 p.m. (Regular/
LSIC) Calhoun Middle High School
Superintendent Fitzwater Shares his Vision with 

Community Sept. 14th
By Shari Johnson

Newly appointed Superintendent Michael Fitzwater has stepped into his 
new position at Calhoun County Schools with vision and hope for a successful 
school year for children, higher academic results and to foster a sense of 
community support and involvement. On Thursday, September 14th, Mr. 
Fitzwater presented his goals to the Board of Education with all  ve board 
members present: Hortz Motz, Tammy Yoak, Jenna Jett, James Gregory 
and Mitchell Morgan. It is unfortunate that there was not more community 
present.

His primary objective is to enhance academic achievement for all students 
across the board. “We have set speci c targets to measure our progress toward 
this goal,” he explained as he laid out his goals for Calhoun. or students K-8, we 
aim for a minimum of 3% growth in their academic performance during each 
grading period. Additionally, for students 9-12, we aspire to see a signi cant 
decrease in the number of Ds, Fs and Incompletes (D/F/I) in their report cards 
for each grading period. By focusing on these metrics, we are dedicated to 
ensuring that ever student in our education institution not only meets their 
academic protentional, fostering a culture of continuous improvement and 
success. 

Our commitment is to consistently maintain and further enhance the social-
emotional well-being of our students. We recognize the paramount importance 
of addressing their emotional needs to create a supportive and nurturing learning 
environment. By implementing comprehensive programs and support systems, 
we aim to empower our students with the essential life skills and emotional 
resilience required to thrive academically and personally.

Our goal is to foster a stronger sense of community support and involvement 
within our school system. We recognize that a vibrant partnership between 
schools and the community is instrumental in the holistic development of our 
students. Having already been to visit the local schools, Fiztwater intends to 
keep an open dialogue with all involved, including having monthly advisory 
meetings at all schools. “It’s important to have interaction with our students, 
and we need to be seen in the public by attending games and events.”  He 
has plans to spotlight students and staff on social media sights to increase 
community awareness of the faces of Calhoun County Schools. 

Mr. Fitzwater’s words of encouragement included his own personal touch 
by saying “I was born and raised here, my kids and wife are here, I have skin in 
the game.” He further said that he was competitive, and the scores of the past 
are not acceptable, “We don’t want to be mediocre. We won’t turn it around 
in a day.” The members of the Board voted unanimously to accept the plan of 
Superintendent Fitzwater.
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Amazing Moments in Calhoun Golf
The Calhoun Golf Team is  nishing up the season with excitement. Players 

are all scoring well while Bennett medals consecutively.

Monday, September 11, the Calhoun Golf team met Doddridge and Ritchie 
at North Bend Golf Course. Landon Bennett was medalist with a 39 on 9 holes. 
Other Calhoun players included Gunner Lane with 52, Whitney Nettles with 
57 and Laney Arnold with 62. The team had a score of 210. 

Tuesday, September 12, Roane High School hosted Calhoun, Braxton and 
Parkersburg Catholic at Roane Golf Course. Landon Bennett  was medalist  
with a 40. Other Calhoun Players included Gunner Lane with a 52, Laney 
Arnold had 64 and Whitney Nettles with 65. The team had a score of 261.

Wednesday, September 13, Gilmer hosted Calhoun, Braxton and 
Parkersburg Catholic at Glenville Golf Course. Landon Bennett took  rst place 
with a 35. Calhoun Players Gunner Lane with 54, Whitney Nettles with 57 and 
Laney Arnold with 68. 

Thursday, September 14, Calhoun competed at Mingo Bottom against nine 
teams. It was a great opportunity to prepare for the LKC Championship.

Scores for 9 holes: Landon Bennett 38, Gunnar Lane 47, Whitney Nettles 
56 and Laney Arnold 68

Golf Season has kicked off at CMHS
September 
09/25/23   TBDPM    A -REGIONALS AT RIVERSIDE GC 
09/28/23 4:00PM A - PARKERSBURG CATHOLIC
                                  AT WORTHINGTON  

Come on out and support these athletes!

Grantsville Pickleball Club
The Grantsville Pickleball Club is growing! 

What started out as a few friends cleaning up the 
old tennis courts in town to get some exercise 
has turned into an of cial group. 

We play on Tuesday and Thursday nights at 
7:00, weather permitting and are averaging 12-
15 players. 

The best part is there are people there of 
all ages, abilities, and athleticism. There are 

even some who come to just watch and socialize. Equipment is provided for 
newcomers to give the sport a try. 

Recently, the city has gotten behind this new endeavor and is working to 
update and refurbish the courts. 

Come on out and watch everyone play if you are not sure what the game is 
all about. A fun time will be had by all who come out to play. 

Everyone is welcome! 
Come join us Tuesdays and Thursdays  at 7:00  p.m. at the town park for 

some fun, fellowship, and physical  tness.

Calhoun Middle/High School Cross Country
On September 16th ,2023, Calhoun County’s middle/high school Cross 

Country teams competed at the “No Excuses- Braxton Invitational” at Holly 
Gray Park. These athletes started the season strong and continue to prove their 
time and effort by continuously improving their times and placings. At this 
particular meet, 7th grader Carissa Sands brought home the team’s  rst medal 
of the season! 

Carissa Sands is a returning athlete to the cross-country team this year, 
as she competed last year as a 6th grader. This year she came prepared to 
win, and each meet her times seem to prove just that. Last year at this same 
race she placed 43rd with a time of 22:11. This year she placed 12th with a 
time of 17:38 securing her a medal. That is almost 5 minutes faster this year, 
which is a huge improvement! Our new runners this year include 6th grader 
Brook Tingler, and 7th grader Zac Smith. Brook alsoplaced 19th with a time 

of 19:01. Just less than 2 minutes behind 
her teammate Carissa. While Zac took 
23rd with a time of 17:23. The fastest of 
the middle school times, but he also had 
more competition during his race. There 
were 43 middle school boys in attendance, 
while there were 31 middle school girls in 
attendance.  These athletes conquered “Kill 
Hill” with ease and are eager for their home 
meet that will be taking place on September 
30th,2023 at our very own Calhoun County 
Park, races starting at 9am. If anyone is 
interested in attending or volunteering, 
please feel free to contact head coach Kayla 
Ware. Email:kayla.ware@k12.wv.us, or 
feel free to send a message on Facebook. 
The kids continue to work hard this season 
and would love any and all support they can 
receive!

Grantsville Lions Club News
Members of the Grantsville Lions Club presented checks to purchase school supplies to Pleasant Hill Elementary, Arnoldsburg Elementary, Calhoun 

Middle/High School and the Little Kanawha Valley Christian School and also to the City Of ce for the City Park. 

Pictured L to R: Memebers of the Lions Club Carol Taylor, Emily 
Robinson, Gun Raf e Winner Doug Mccormick, Lions Club Members 
Brenda Whipkey and Bernard Whipkey. Doug took the cash option. The 
Grantsville Lion’s Club would like to thank everyone for supporting 
their raf e. Pictured L to R: Memebers of the Lions Club Jom Yoak, Karen Yoak, PHE 

Principal Ashely Cunningham, and Lions Club Member Cheryl Cheesebrew 
Sturm. 

Pictured L to R: Memebers of the Lions Club Brenda Whipkey, AES 
Secretary Jackie Allen, Lions Club Members Cheryl Cheesebrew Sturm, Jim 
Yoak, Karen Yoak, and Cheryl Plato.

Top Picture: Jim Yoak, Karen Yoak, Cheryl Plato, Jaelyn Jett, Brenda 
Whipkey, and Cheryl Cheesebrew Sturm.

Bottom Picture L to R: Jim Yoak, Karen Yoak, LKVCS Prinicpal Amy 
Fitzwater and Cheryl Cheesebrew Sturm.
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Local Calhoun Law Enforcement News
By Shari Johnson

Keener Incarcerated for 
Home Con nement Violation

Brooklyn Keener was originally arrested on 
June 16th, 2023 for Domestic Assault and Battery. 

Having been released on a Home Con nement 
agreement, she has since been re-incarcerated 
for violation of that home con nement to await a 
hearing before Judge Anita Ashley on the charge. 

She was arrested on September 12, 2023 for the 
violation.

Hager Arrested on Driving 
Suspended Charge

According to a complaint  led by Trooper 
Brian E. Young of the West Virginia State Police, 
on April 27, 2023, Dustin C. Hager was stopped 
and cited for Driving on Suspended Operators and 
an Expired Motor Vehicle Inspection Sticker on 
February 23, 2023. 

In an assist with then Sheriff Warren Basnett, 
Dustin Hager, driving a Ford Cargo van, traveling 
south of Grantsville on Route 16 was stopped by 
Sheriff Basnett. 

When ask to produce his license, registration 
and insurance information, it was discovered that 
that his license had been surrendered for unpaid 
citations on May 18th, 2022. 

A uniform citation was issued at the time of the 
incident, but it was not until this time that he was 
arrested on the charges. 

Hager is currently in the WV Regional Jail 
having been placed there on September 12th to 
await trial for the misdemeanor charges. He is 
currently on a $500.00 bond. 

Although innocent until proven guilty, penalties 
for which he is facing is being  ned not less than 
$100 nor more than $500 for Driving Suspended.

Knopp Arrested for Identity 
Theft

In a criminal complaint  led in Calhoun 
Magistrate Court by Brian E. Young of the West 
Virginia State police, the charges of two counts of 
“Taking the Identity of Another Person” and “Fraud 
in connection with Access Device” lodged against 
Lilly Marie Knopp the 12th of September, 2023. 

In his complaint, Trooper Young stated that at 
about 5:30 p.m. on June 12th, 2023, hehad met with 
the victim, James Wyer at his residence in Chloe, 
WV. 

The victim had contacted Trooper Young after 
he’d received evidence that Lilly Knopp had taken 
his identity to gain money and merchandise without 
his permission. 

When Trooper Young met with Mr. Wyer, he 
presented the trooper with a copy of his Equifax 
Credit Report dated June 5th, 2023 and a credit 
collection notice from Resurgent Capital Services 
for the amount of $443.52 with the original creditor 
being MVR Banks. 

Wyer then pointed out that there were two 
addresses listed on the report in Ivydale, WV 
belonging to Lilly Knopp, the accused. After he had 
received the report, Mr. Myers contacted Resurgent 
Capital Services who advised him that the original 
debt was from a Visa card issued for that account. 
When Mr. Wyers attempted to sign up for a Kredit 
Carma Account to check his activity, he was noti ed 
there was an account already active, registered in his 
name with a gmail account email address belonging 
to Lilly Knopp.

On Wednesday, June 14th, 2023 at around 11 
a.m. Trooper Young recorded a statement from Mr. 
Wyer where he stated that Resurgent Collection 
Agency had informed him that the credit issue had 
originated in November of 2022. 

At that time, Mr. Wyer informed them that he 
was living at his current address, and told Trooper 
Young he had never lived at the addresses listed on 
the report. 

He further stated to Trooper Young that Ms. 
Knopp is the mother of his 15 year old daughter and 
he has known her since she was 14 years of age. He 
knew the addresses listed in Ivydale to be hers and 
he denied having ever given her permission to use 
any of his information to apply for creditor the other 
documents or accounts. He advised that he had not 
opened any accounts for credit because he didn’t 
believe in using credit. 

On or about June 2023, Nigel Jeffries, Prosecutor 
of Calhoun County sent a subpoena to the Resurgent 
Capital Services in reference to the victim and the 
account opened in his name. 

On or about July 18th, 2023, Jeffries received 
the response stating the two addresses associated 
with the account. The  rst address was that of Mr. 
Wyers, and the second address was that of Ms. 
Knopp. 

The  rst credit card statement f rom REVVI, 
with transactions listed on November 29, 2002 
through December 12, 2002, list purchases made on 
November 26, 2022 from the Ebay Company for 
$84.79. 

An administrative order was issue to the Ebay 
company in reference to the purchase for which 
Ebay responded with the purchase order listing the 
buyers email address as that of Lilly Knopp. The 
purchase was for a set of three 2022 Monster Day 
Out Frankie Stein.

On August 4th, 2023, Trooper Young  led for a 
search warrant for the Google account information 
of two google accounts, lillysims72@google.com 
and llyknopp1@google.com. “Sims” is the maiden 
name of Lilly Knopp. The trooper also  led a search 
warrant for the Ebay account of Lillysims72. 

On Tuesday, August 29th, 2023 Trooper Young 
received the return from Ebay LLC from the search 
warrant he had submitted. The account holder, 
physical address where packages were received and 
email were listed to Lilly Knopp.

Through the investigation, Trooper Brian E. 
Young discovered that the accused used a credit card 
she obtained illegally to make a purchase on Ebay 
for the amount of $84.79 and had created a Credit 
Karma account using the victim’s information to 
monitor access to the victim’s credit information 
for  nancial gain, credit and merchandise. 

Lilly Knopp, age51, was incarcerated in the WV 
Central Regional Jail for the charges listed above 
on September 14th, 2023. 

She is being held on $15,000 bond for felony 
case number 23M07F00039 and is awaiting trial. 

She is innocent, until proven guilty in the court 
of law.

No Cause of Death listed for 
29 Year Old found Dead in 

Arnoldsburg area

According to the West Virginia State Police, On 
September 10th, 2023, Austin Wiss, age 29, was 
found dead in the residence of Tony McCune on 
Arnoldsburg Road. 

The cause of death has yet to be released due to the 
Medical Examiners report having not been returned; 
there is however no foul play suspicioned. 

This story will be followed up when more 
information is made available.

Altercation at Foodland 
Under Investigation

An altercation that reportedly started at Baker’s 
Mart in Grantsville, was shortly thereafter reported 
to be occurring at Grantsville Foodland. 

The West Virginia State Police began their 
investigation on Sunday evening, September 17th, 
2023 as to why two young men were reportedly 
into a confrontational conversation that ended in 
violence. James Winkler and Caden Sweat, both of 
Grantsville are being investigated as to why the  ght 
happened, but no charges have been  led.

More to follow if charges are  led.
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Calhoun Middle/High School Band Wins at the Knights of the Round Table Competition
The Calhoun Middle High School band competed at the Knights of the Round competition at Cabell Midland High School.  
In class D, the band was awarded 3rd place, band, auxiliary, and drum major.  The percussion section won 1st place in class D.  

A special congratulations to Emily Anderson who 
was awarded the title of Miss Majorette, defeating 
all twirlers from all participating schools. 

Emily has now earned the Miss Majorette title 
from the Black Walnut Festival, the West Virginia 
Marching Band Invitational and now the Knight of 
the Round Cabell Midland Band Competition. 

Feature twirlers Emily Anderson and Jaiden 
Francis won  rst place overall out of all competing 
bands

The band performed very well in a very 
competitive class. 

A breakdown of scores across all classes shows 
that our middle school dominant band continues to 
out class bands that are both older and larger! 

 Congratulations to the band on a job well 
done! 


