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Calhoun commission holds first
meeting of 2025

Courtesy Ridgeview News

The very lengthy first Calhoun County
Commission meeting of 2025 was held
on Monday, January 13th, 2025 and
the very first meeting of Commissioner
Eric Lupardus. The first matter of busi-
ness was the election of Craig Arthur as
Commission President upon the nomina-
tion of Eric Lupardus, seconded by Jacob
McCumbers.

Following the approval of the Decem-
ber minutes, Commissioner Lupardus
stated that moving forward he wanted the
agenda approved by all three commis-
sioners to avoid mishaps, such as that of
the December meeting, where two agen-

das were prepared, one by Commission
President Craig Arthur and a second by
Clerk Jean Simers who was out of her of-
fice for medical reasons.

Under delegations was Carrie Decker
who serves as the Community Liaison
for the Pioneer Community Network.
Ms. Decker works to reduce barriers to
participation in federal programs, assist
in preparing successful funding applica-
tions, and work to increase investments
in Braxton, Calhoun, Clay, Gilmer, Nich-
olas, Roane, Webster, and Wirt counties.
She presented her programming to the
Commission and offered future assis-
tance by USDA, RPN which combines

COMMISSION cont. on page 8

Mayor Petrovsky/Town Council has
heated discussion with GVD members

Courtesy Ridgeview News

Although delayed a few days by weath-
er, the Grantsville Town Council met Fri-
day evening at 6 p.m. on Jan. 10th, 2025,
for their first meeting of the new year.

Winter weather was likely the cause of
low attendance with the exception of the
Grantsville Volunteer Fire Department
members.

Recorder Emily Collins presented the
list of State holidays and the meeting
schedule for 2025 to the four council
members present: Cheryl Sturms, Linda
Staton, Emilee Morgan and Rissa Staples
and Mayor Robert Petrovsky.

At the beginning of the meeting one
council seat remained vacant.

Every position is open for Grants-
ville citizens to file for the coming June
2025 Town Government Election. Fil-
ing opened Monday, Jan. 13th through
the 25, 2025. Individuals can file from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. during business hours
in the Town Office on Main Street in
Grantsville. Filing Fees are $15.00 for
a Council seat, $25.00 for Recorder and
$50.00 for Mayor and must be filed in
person.

Under Committee reports Cheryl
Sturm informed those present that a list
of donors to the City Park effort had been
delivered to the Calhoun Gilmer Career
Center to create a 4’ x 4’ galvanized steel

sign as well as a 2’x 4’ sign with the park
rules cut out of the steel.

There was no new or unfinished busi-
ness, however the mayor did say that the
committee working on the O&M agree-
ment between the county and city utilities
would meet again on Friday, Jan. 17th,
2025. No time was provided.

Grantsville Volunteer Fire Department
members appeared before the council
regarding recent interaction with the
mayor and alleged threats that the Town
of Grantsville was suing the Grantsville
Volunteer Fire Department over illegal
use of water, by providing water to a pri-
vate citizen to fill a cistern.

Members of the Grantsville Volunteer
Fire Department, who donate thousands
of hours and dollars of their own fami-
lies’ budgets to provide fire protection to
the citizens of Calhoun County stood be-
fore the Grantsville City Council having
to defend helping a citizen while being
accused of theft of a public utility.

Courtney Alexander, who was later
appointed to the vacant seat of the town
council, addressed the Fire Department
members regarding the law and their lack
of respect for officials. (The video of this
event is available on Facebook on the
Ridgeview News website.)

According to the town Alexander was
the only letter of intent filed for the va-

TOWN COUNCIL cont. on page 7

1982 Foundation director speaks
out on 2025 goals

Crysal Laughlin Mersh the Director
of the 1982 Foundation in an online post
outlined the 2025mgoals of the 1982
Foundation and her hopes and aspirations
concerning the Foundation, the future
and the people of the county.

According to Mersh 2025 will be a piv-
otal year but she believes it will turn in
a positive way because of the resilience
and makeup of all those involved.

Her thoughts and comments:

“There ALWAYS was a method to the
madness.

“This project has been and continues to
be a very interesting journey in change
management.

“In many ways it’s the archetypal case
study of the change roller coaster: excite-
ment to questioning to denial to anger to
depression to realization to success ... and
more success. At the beginning of 2025
we are firmly parked between realization
and success which is a great place to be.

“I know we have had some rocky
roads. I also am keenly aware that some
of my methods and means were not con-
ventional to our community. I also know
that I personally bear the brunt of that. I
accepted this before the contract ink was
dry.

“Why? Because [ by profession, am
a leader of change. That is what I have
done my whole life. So I knew it was
possible and because I knew the people
I am dealing with ... in fact [ knew it was
likely.

“Why? Because I knew the cloth that
you all are cut out of because it’s the
same one that I am cut out of. Our basic
values of compassion, honesty, integrity,
hard work and love of family/friends is
material you can build from.

“I realized early on our people had lost
their hope. I talked to so many people
who described it as apathy which it was
not. Apathy means a lack of caring. Our

1982 FOUNDATION cont. on page 7
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From the awful to the sublime
winter in our world

From the beginning to the height of the
storm the effect was beautiful but danger-
ous and, in some cases, deadly.

In what started out a couple of weeks
ago as a fast-moving front featuring thun-
dersnow and has now seen at least two
rounds of snow with the second featur-
ing quite a wallop of precipitation which
left the area reeling under ice and heavy
snow has made life interesting.

Right now, there is about 10-12 inches
of snow which, when it melts, becomes
back ice the next day making driving
conditions dangerous to say the least.

The weather had its way as it closed
businesses, shut down athletic and other
events and generally made a nuisance of
itself.

But in the end, we survived.

So what is ahead?

Actually, probably more snow and cold
temperatures but that is simply Mother
Nature showing us who is boss and that’s
just the way it is.

Roger Propst was in downtown Grants-
ville taking pictures of the beginning of
the maelstrom as the snow was pretty and
created a Hallmark picture.

But the snow did not stop as these pic-
tures from Kimberly Burrows up on Hog
Knob shows just how much snow there
is on a mailbox while the next one shows
what is normally Hog Knob Ridge Road.

The final picture was shot by Bonnie
Sands showing a beautiful night scene
with a nearly full moon illumining a clear
sky to show a Currier and Ives look at our
area.
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NEWS

BY ALVIN ENGELKE
PHONE 275-3578

CRESTON

The green weenies are, once again,
screaming ‘global warming’ but the
snow and cold impacting the Creston
area is merely a return to what would
have been considered routine winter
weather. Weather is cyclical so what else
is new? Friday evening there was circa
four inches of new fluffy snow on top of
what had previously fallen so there is a
winter wonderland. One day last week
there were 15 wild turkeys digging in
the ditch along the Richardsonville road
looking for tasty morsels. One was seen
with a nice worm.

Large numbers of birds are flocking to
bird feeders. They include chickadees,
titmice, juncos, white throated sparrows,
nuthatches, woodpeckers, gold finches,
red birds & blue jays.

There was some excitement in Cres-
ton Saturday when some fellow in an 18
wheeler followed his GPS and decided to
drive on the Boice Hill road in Creston
which goes down river from the West
Fork bridge and after leaving the Bing-
man & Boggs properties goes up the hill
to Ground Hog & the Umstead. The hap-
less fellow got as far as the Connie Boggs
residence before he ended up in the ditch.
Finally, he was extricated. The side roads
have been plowed but there are piles of
snow on each side since it has not melted.

Kevin “Weasel” Wease is a patient in
the WVU hospital in Morgantown suffer-
ing from the pneumonia fever.

Debbie Griffin is recovering from sur-
gery at the Cleveland Clinic. While on
the mend she misses Jack Griffin who al-
ways took her for a walk up the road. He
is loyal to his human.

Victor “Pappy Vic” Vandall, age 82,
of Marietta passed away. He was born
in Spencer the son of John & Ollie Hen-
thorn Vandall.

The ruling junta came out with a ruling

attempting to ban natural gas water heat-
ers as well as gas stoves.

Down in North Carolina where FEMA
decided that the residents there were not
“really candidates for assistance” came
out with a ruling that folks had to leave
their temporary housing over the week-
end when it was 20 degrees Fahrenheit.
“We are from the government, and we are
here to help you!”

The devastating fires in California, the
land of fruits & nuts, are awful to watch.
Seems the emergency reservoir was emp-
ty so there was no water in the hydrants
but, have no fear, the DEI head lady was
pulling down a salary of 400 big ones so
no problem. Fire trucks came from Or-
egon to help but they were not allowed
because they were lacking “smog certifi-
cates”. Earlier “surplus” fire equipment
was sent to Ukraine & the fire budget
was cut to assist illegal aliens. Makes
one thankful to be able to live along the
West Fork of the Little Kanawha River
where one has natural gas and plenty of
fire wood that can be legally burned for
warmth.

Oil production from the Utica shale in
Ohio has been a big topic in oil cycles
since it is the result of new technology.
It was reported that the oil is very thin,
much like condensate or drip. West Vir-
ginia also has an oil window in the Utica
which is 1100 feet thick in Calhoun &
Wirt counties. Educated folks are needed
to develop new technology; too bad the
educrats are against teaching science and
math to the citizens.

The price of local Pennsylvania grade
crude rose to $75.57/bbl. With conden-
sate, formerly called Appalachian light
sweet fetching $57.57/bbl. with Marcel-
lus & Utica light bringing $64.57/bbl.
The NYMEX price of natural gas rose to
$3.936/MMBTU.
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Freda M. Booher Wears

March 19, 1931 ~ Janu-
ary 7, 2025

Freda M. Booher Wears,
93, of Marion, passed
away at 3:26 pm on Tues-
day, January 7, 2025, at
Aperion Care in Marion.
She was born in Orma,
West Virginia, on March
19, 1931, to Greely and
Delphia (Conrad) White.

Freda attended Calhoun
County High School and
was a homemaker, dedi-
cating many years to car-
ing for her family. She

was a long-time member
of the United Methodist
Church, where she was
devoted to her Lord and
Savior. Freda was a loving
mother and grandmother,
known for her easy-going,
friendly, and caring na-
ture. She enjoyed fishing
and traveling, having tak-
en many trips in her later

years
She is survived by her
daughters, Loretta M.

(late John) Sampson of
Marion and Carol Swear-
inger of Grantsville, WV;
grandchildren,  Charles
Sampson, Patti Chance,
Kevin Booher, Rebecca
Anderson, Sheree Gan-
dee, Craig Booher, and
Justin Yoak; 20 great-
grandchildren; 4 great-
great-grandchildren; and
several nieces, nephews,
cousins, and friends.

Freda was preceded
in death by her parents,
Greely and  Delphia

White; her first husband,
Deward Booher; her sec-

ond husband,
Wears; her son, David
Booher; and her sisters,
Murl White, Edith White,
and Edna Carpenter.

The family will receive
visitors from 12:00 noon
to 2:00 pm on Monday,
January 13,2025, at Need-
ham-Storey-Wampner
Funeral & Cremation Ser-
vice, North Chapel, 1341
N. Baldwin Ave., Marion,
IN.

Immediately  follow-
ing the visitation, a fu-
neral service to celebrate
Freda’s life will begin at
2:00 pm with Pastor Phil
Lake officiating. Burial
will take place at Orma
Community Cemetery in
West Virginia on Tuesday,
January 14, 2025.

Memorial contributions
may be directed to Christ-
land United Methodist
Church, 721 E. Charles
St., Marion, IN 46952.

Memories may be
shared online at www.
nswecares.com.

Jimmie Dale Helmick

Jimmie Dale “Jim”
Helmick, 71, of Millstone,
WYV, passed away peace-
fully in his home on Janu-
ary 3, 2025. He was born
on October 18th, 1953
to the late Roy “Jr.” and
Ona (Norman) Helmick of
Milo, WV. Jim was always
hard at work, whether for
his career, his own proj-
ects, or those for others in
the community. He moved
to Orrville, Ohio at a young
age, where he began work-

ing at Quality Casting, was
an independent truck driv-
er, then worked for Ken-
more Construction of Ak-
ron, Ohio. Jim was in the
Labor Union, a member of
Local 18 Operating Engi-
neers out of Ohio, as well
as the International Oper-
ating Engineers, including

Lockhart Construction,
Price-Gregory, Michaels,
Brian Miller, Precision,

and Hinkel and McCoy
and many others, until his
retirement in 2015. Jim
is survived by his wife,
Dawn; his daughters, Erin
(Jonathan)  Dudley, of
Jacksonville, Florida, Han-
nah Burris, of Millstone,
WYV, and Ava Helmick,
of Grantsville, WV; his
grandchildren, Annaleigh,
Jonathan “Bubba”, and Ju-
dah of Jacksonville, Flori-
da; and sister Janet (Jack)
Marks of Arnoldsburg,
WYV, nieces, nephews, and

cousins, along with many
good friends, who will
greatly miss him. Preced-
ing him in death are Jim’s
parents, Roy “Jr.”” and Ona
(Norman) Helmick and
brother, John William Nor-
man of West Virginia. A
funeral service was held
January 11, 2025 at 2:00
p.m., at Stump Funeral
Home & Cremation, Inc.,
Arnoldsburg, West Vir-
ginia, officiated by Rewv.
Robert Shannon and Pas-
tor Shelly Mace. Visitation
was Saturday, January 11,
2025, 11:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. Burial followed in the
Norman Family Cemetery
of Beech, WV. The family
would like to extend their
appreciation to all those
who have reached out with
their love, support and
condolences. Online con-
dolences may be shared
at www.stumpfuneral-
homes.com

By Gaylen Duskey

It’s Sunday and I am just now start-
ing my column.

Usually by now it is finished.

Why the late start?

I wish I knew.

Frankly despite knowing a lot of
things I wanted to write about I just
have not wanted to write or do anything
else for that matter. All I have wanted
to do it hide my head beneath the cov-
ers and sleep.

Is it the weather?

I have to admit the big ice patch right
outside the door has something to do
with it since I really am not fond of
falling and I seem to do a bit more of
that now that [ am getting older, and
the falls seem to do more damage.

Could it be I am having something
of a mental downturn because I have
another birthday coming up very soon?

Possibly because birthdays serve as a
reminder that the finite time you have
here on earth is growing shorter and
there is nothing you can do about it.

There are many things I still hope to
do and this shortening timeline I have
makes this desperate and sad and there
is just nothing I can do to make it bet-
ter.

Or even doable.

So yes that 77" birthday a little later
this week weighs heavily despite the
fact that I have lived a pretty good life
and done and seen a lot of wonderful
things.

After my birthday, time will still be
short and finite, I won’t have an arti-
ficial day out there — a birthday — re-
minding me of it.

Maybe that will help.

Maybe the icy patch outside my door
will melt and I will not be afraid to
walk outside facing danger just going
to the car.

I can only hope.

I am tired of thinking about killing
my bird for the seemingly continual
chirping that he is doing just to bother
me. And he is doing a good job of it
since I find myself yelling” shut up”
at him several times a day. Such small
things should not be such a major ir-
ritant. But they are.

Anyhow back to things not inside my
head.

THE THING OF MOVIES: When 1
look at Grantsville, I swear I think of
movies such as the “Milagro Beanfield
War”, “Angel and the Badman”, “Pale
Rider”, and “The Big Country”

Why?

Because each of them featured some
kind of struggle over the control of the
water supply.

While watching the Grantsville Town
Council meeting recently it hit me that
while only one thing was accomplished
—Courtney Yoak Alexander was named
to fill an open council seat — an inor-
dinate amount of time was spent argu-
ing over the Grantsville Volunteer Fire
Department’s use of water and how
much water they used and how much
the water cost and who was responsible
for paying for the water or if the water
needed to be paid for.

Wow!!!

All hell broke loose for a while.

For years I have seen the fire depart-
ment washing the fire equipment out in
front of the fire station.

It was like a Grantsville version of
the Beatles’ song Penny Lane where
“the firemen liked to keep their fire en-
gine clean ... it’s a clean machine.”

And like seemingly everybody else
in the world I never thought anything
about it.

But today?

Whoeeeeee!!!

They talk about theft, water theft,
money theft (not paying for the water),
helping support the Grantsville VFD,
not supporting Grantsville VFD and all
sorts of bad and nasty goings on or not
going on.

Like I said, all hell broke loose.

And why was that?

My theory is that nobody said diddly
squat for years because under the old
water rates any crime would have been
a misdemeanor if that, so nobody really
paid any attention to where the water
at the Grantsville VFD went or how it
was used.

But now that a 60 per cent hike of the
price of Grantsville’s water rates had
made the town’s H20 something akin
to liquid gold people have taken notice
and crimes dealing with water “theft”
have gone from a meaningless level to
a “felony” level ... gosh-o-golly every-
body cares, and everybody demands an
accounting.

Probably had there been an “account-
ing” years ago there would not have
been a need for these high water rates
now.

But that’s just my way of thinking.

Stay tuned for the next episode of
“Grantsville: As The Water Turns.”

MEET THE NEW BOSS: On Mon-
day Jan. 20, 2025, we’re going to go
back to the future, kinda, as Donald J.
Trump, the 45" President of the United
States becomes the 47" President of the
United States and depending on your
political leanings it is either a wonder-
ful thing or a sad day.

As for me the 46" President of the
United States replaced the 44" Presi-
dent of the United States as the worst
president in the history of the United
States so Donald J Trump taking over
again is a great thing and I am just hop-
ing he can dismantle all the stupidly
wrong things the 46™ President did.

And that’s a lot.

Quite honestly, I can’t believe the
46™ President could have done all the
bad things he did accidentally and that
he had to do them on purpose. I hon-
estly believe that.

Can President Donald J. Trump do
all the wants to do?

I don’t know but if anybody can, he
can and if he can the United States will
be so much better off that it has been in
four years.

And if he wants to buy Greenland and
change the name of the Gulf of Mexico
to the Gulf of America and make Cana-
da the 51% state [ say why not!!!

Myself instead of making Canada
one large state I would rather we add
Canada as 10 provinces and three ter-
ritories bringing our state count to 63
not 51.

But that’s just me.

The one I wonder about is Nuna-
vut, which according to the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica is a vast territory of
northern Canada that stretches across
most of the Canadian Arctic. Creat-
ed in 1999 out of the eastern portion
of the Northwest Territories, Nuna-
vut encompasses the traditional lands
of the Inuit, the Indigenous peoples of
Arctic Canada; its name means “Our
Land” in Inuktitut, the language of the
Inuit. The capital is Iqaluit, at the head
of Frobisher Bay on southern Baffin
Island.

Anyhow one should not worry too
much about Nunavut since despite
having a land mass of 808,185 square
miles it has an estimated population of
40,817.

That’s about the population of Park-
ersburg.

1) Opinion Editorials (Op-Eds) and
Letters to the Editor may contain con-
structive criticisms, thoughts, and ob-
servations based on reliable informa-
tion. Each submission is reviewed and
accepted on an individual basis.

2) Discourse should be generally
respectful, without profanity, rooted in
fact, professionally presented (satire is
acceptable), and written by the person
submitting. All submissions are sub-
ject to revision concerning writing me-

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

chanics, space available, and accuracy.

3) Editorial staff reserves the right to
contact others concerning the subject
matter to balance the presentation of
the issue and/or concern.

3) Phone numbers must be included
to facilitate editorial questions and
fact-checking processes.

Editorials, letters to the editor, press
releases, meeting notices, and an-
nouncements can be sent to contact(@,
calhounchronicle.com.
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ComMmmunNITY NOTICES

Calhoun Civil Air Patrol Squadron holds weekly
meetings on Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. at 413 High Street
Grantsville, WV.

The First Baptist Calhoun Food Pantry on Route
5 E outside of Grantsville is a non-profit food pantry
open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.

Community Resources Incorporated (CRI)
Food Pantry: Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.- 4 p.m., with free
USDA commodities to those who qualify (food pan-
try only) on Court Street.

Upper West Fork Park meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m.

Calhoun County Park, a Night Sky Park, is al-
ways open - except for a special occasion or event
that requires closing of the gate. The park board
meets the 1% Thursday of every month at 6 p.m. in
the park’s “barn.”

Calhoun County Historical Society meets at the
Family History Center Museum (former Quality
Shop) on Main Street on the second Thursday of each
month at 6:00 p.m.

Calhoun County Library hours are Mon., Wed.,
and Fri., 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Tue. and Thur., 10 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m. Online 24 hours at https://calhouncoun-
tylibrary.org/.

The West Central Beekeeper’s Association meets
at the old Arnoldsburg Elementary School, Spring
Run Road Arnoldsburg, WV (Calhoun County), on
the fourth Saturday of each month at 1:00 p.m.

Minnora Methodist Mission Thrift Shop is open
Mon & Wed 10 a.m. — 4 p.m., Fri 10 — 1, providing
affordable clothing and household items.

The Welfare of Animals Group (WAG) can as-
sist low-income Calhoun County homes with 50% of
their cat or dog spay/neuter fee. For information call
354-7042. Donations of dry cat food can be dropped
off at Calhoun County Library, Grantsville.

The Grantsville Pickleball Club plays on Tues-
day and Thursday nights in the Town Park at 7:00
p.m., weather permitting.

For information on 12-Step Recovery Meetings
and resources please contact the Calhoun FRN at
304-354-7177.

Mark your calendars for Heartwood in the Hills
Homecoming on September 21, 2024 honoring 42
years of Celebrating the Artist in Every Person.

Lion’s Club Bingo is held in the Lion’s Club
Building, 103 Stump St., Grantsville, on the first and
third Saturdays of each month at 6 p.m.

Little Kanawha Calhoun Bus Schedule: Mon-
day through Friday — Service within Grantsville city
limits. Monday — Service to/from Annamoriah and
Creston along Route 5 East/West. Tuesday — Service
to/from Millstone, Arnoldsburg, Westfork, and loca-
tions south. Wednesday — Central county service to/
from Mt. Zion, Russett, and Stumptown. Thursday
— Roundtrip service along Route 16 North including
Pleasant Hill, Nobe, Broomstick, and Big Springs.
Roundtrip service from Grantsville to Parkersburg.
Service between counties is available Monday-Fri-
day to/from Grantsville. Call Toll-Free: 866-354-
5522.

County Farmer’s Markets

Calhoun County Farmer’s Market, Upper West
Fork Park, Chloe. Wednesdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m.,

Arnoldsburg Farmer’s Market, West Fork Park,
Arnoldsburg. Fridays 2 p.m. — 6 p.m.

Berea Gardens Drive Thru Farmer’s Market,
Berea Gardens, Minnora. Wednesdays 4 p.m. — 6
p.m.

Grantsville Farmer’s Market, Season details not
yet available.

To add your community service information to
this listing email contact@calhounchronicle.com.

Contact: Stan Bumgardner *
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Jan. 16, 1850: Law-
man Dan Cunningham
was born in Jackson
County. His remarkable
carcer involved him

in the Hatfield-McCoy
Feud, the West Virginia
Mine Wars, and the de-
struction of moonshine
stills.

Jan. 16,1869: Ephraim
Franklin Morgan was
born in Marion County.
Morgan, a Republican,
was governor during the
tumultuous West Virgin-
ia Mine Wars.

1918: The
War Department hired a
New York engineering
firm to build the DuPont
munitions plant in Nitro.

Jan. 17,

Within 11 months, the

powder plant and a com-
plete town with houses, a
civic center and a hospi-
tal were completed.

Jan. 17, 1956:

Musi-
cian Blind Alfred Reed
died. He was a street
singer, fiddler and song-
from Pipestem,

writer
Summers County, and
is a member of the West
Virginia Music Hallof
Fame.

Jan. 18, 1842: Wayne
County was established
from part of Cabell
County. It was named for
General “Mad Anthony”
Wayne, a Revolutionary
War hero who later de-
feated Ohio Indian tribes
at the 1794 Battle of
Fallen Timbers.

Jan. 19, 1818: The
Virginia General As-
sembly established Pres-
ton County from part of
Monongalia County. The
new county was named
for James Patton Preston,
then governor of Virgin-
ia.

Jan. 19, 1820: Fair-
mont established
by the Virginia legisla-
ture on the farm of Boaz
Fleming. The original
name of Middletown was
changed to Fairmont in
1843.

Jan. 19, 1844: The
Virginia General As-
sembly established Tay-
lor County from parts
of Barbour, Harrison
and Marion counties.
The county was named
in honor of U.S. Sen.

was

John Taylor, a soldier-
statesman from Caroline
County, Virginia.

Jan. 19, 1848: Wirt
County was created by
the General Assembly of
Virginia from portions
of Wood and Jackson
counties. It was named
for William Wirt, Vir-

ginia statesman and a
presidential candidate in
1832.

Jan. 19, 1894: Rail-
road worker John Hardy
was hanged for killing a
man in a drunken gam-
bling dispute. The epi-
sode inspired the widely
popular ballad “John
Hardy.”

Jan. 20-21, 1824: West
Virginia’s most famous
soldier, Thomas Jona-
than Jackson, was born
near midnight in Clarks-
burg. When Virginia left
the Union in 1861, Jack-
son went with his native
state. He commanded the
strategically  important
post at Harpers Ferry
until being appointed a
brigadier general of in-
fantry. In the opening
battle at Manassas on

July 21, 1861, he won
the name “Stonewall” for
steadfastness at a critical
point in the engagement.

Jan. 19-20, 1978: An
overnight snowstorm
paralyzed  Charleston.
Unusual in that more
snow fell in the capital
city than in Randolph
County, total snow depth
in Charleston averaged
24 inches, the deepest
on record for the city.
January 1978 became the
snowiest month for both
Huntington and Charles-
ton, and extended cold
kept the snow cover on
the ground into March,
the longest known con-
tinuous snow cover for
most towns in West Vir-
ginia.

Jan. 21, 1906: The
first passenger train ran
from Elkins to Charles-
ton following completion
of the Coal &amp; Coke
Railway. The new rail-
road, a project of former
senator Henry Gassaway
Davis, provided a much-
needed north-south route
through the heart of West

Virginia.
Jan. 22, 1927: Con-
federate General John

McCausland died. After
the fall of the Confed-
eracy, McCausland fled

the country. He returned
in 1867 and spent the
remainder of his life on
his large farm in Mason
County.

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance — NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Infor-mation Kit with
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV +
INTERNET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no contracts, easy
installation, and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 844-230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS

IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get cash

offer and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle
pickup and receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
964-4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell
your car to Peddle. Easy three step
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to re-ceive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today
to schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam

or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company -
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES with Briggs & Stratton®
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators
— the most powerful home standby
generators available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty — 7 years
($849 value.) Proudly made in the
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-
609-1433.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually im-paired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-855-368-9004 today

WHEN YOU WANT THE BEST,
you want Omaha Steaks! 100%
guaranteed and delivered to your
door! Our Butcher’'s Deluxe Package
makes a great gift and comes with 8
FREE Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call
1-877-460-6356 and mention code
77318CKG or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe9637

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

Press|
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CALHOUN COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING

Monday, January 13, 2025
9:00 a.m.

AGENDA

B Call to Order
Il Pledge of Allegiance
Il Election of Commission President
IV.  Approval of Minutes — December 8, 2025
V. Delegations/Requests:
A. Carrie Decker, USDA Rural Development

VI.  Reports:

CRI

FRN

ST IXIoammon@e

E911.LEPC and OES
Ambulance
Wood Festival Committee

County Park
4-H Programs

Home Confinement Report
Sheriff's Report
Little Kanawha Area Development Corporation

Vil.  New Business:

AT IToOmMMOODR>

Financial Statement FY25

Waork Session for All Boards Commissions are a Member
Request Monthly PSD Reports

Consolidation Update (Itemized Receipts to Date and Balance)
Ad for Skilled Maintenance for Courthouse

Two Commission Meeting a Month

Agenda in Chronicle

LEPC Application for Board Members

Purchasing Card for Conferences, Travel and Continuing Education Trainings
Dues WVACO

Sheriff Request Reimbursement for Bullet Proof Vest

prozzZCr

Access to Courthouse
. Office for Commission
Set Board of Equalization Dates
Approval for Assessor’s Office to Make Changes to End of Board of Equalization
Calhoun County Library Audit
Long Term Lease Option

Vill. Old Business:
A. PSD Bond Payments
IX. Personnel Items:

A. County Administrator Advertisement
B. Ad Placed for Appointment of County Surveyor

X. Appointments to Boards and Authorities:
A. Civil Service Board
B. Animal Shelter Board
C. Building Commission
D. Bradley Stevens — Reappointment LKADC
E. Ronald Blankenship — Reappointment LKADC
F. Commissioners Appointments to Boards
Xl.  Grants, Contracts, Applications and Resolutions:
A.
XIl.  Erroneous Tax Assessments/Consolidations:
Xlll.  Fiduciary Items:
A.
XIV. Financial Items:
A. Invoices:
1. General Fund - $ 93,472.64
2. Coal Severance - § 2,092.30
3. Dog Fund - 545.00
4, E911-511,928.49
5 Home Confinement - 5442 .68

6

Excess Levy $13,405.84 GRAND TOTAL $121,387.05

B. Financial Statement — November 2024

C. Bonds, Wills, Settlements and Orders

X1V Adjournment — Next Meeting: February 10, 2025

CALHOUN-GILMER CAREER CENTER ADULT EDUCATION OFFERS:

« High School Equivalency (HSE) Preparation
« Test preparation for numerous exams

« CSM College Credit

« College/Technical Education Prep

« Basic Computer Skills
« Computer Literacy

The hours are Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 4pm-8pm. Also, on the 2nd and 4th Satur-
day of the month, from 8am-4pm @ the Calhoun-Gilmer Career Center, or at Glenville College

by appointment.

We specialize in preparing out clients for the West Virginias New High School Equivalency

calhoun-Gilme,

Career Center
Thnining Jor a Caneer, Felucafing for o Fifire

o Customer Service 1 & 2

« Résumé writing

« Career Exploration

« Job searching

« Interview skills & Job Readiness

exam, the GED. Call today and you might have the opportunity to study at home!

Ken Cedar Instructor

5260 East Little Kanawha Hwy
Grantsville, WV 26417

Work 304-354-6151 Ex: 106
Cell 304-532-0912
Email kcedar@k12.wv.us

N\
WVAdultEd

Learn.Train.Succeed.

Calhoun Board of
Education

MOUNT ZION, WEST
VIRGINIA

January 13, 2025

Regular Board Meeting

5:30 PM.

I. Call to Order
II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Delegations-
IV. Board Acknowl-
edgements.

V. Approval of Decem-
ber 16, 2024 (Regular/
LSIC) Minutes (Attach-
ment A)

VI. Discussion and Re-
ports (Attachment B):

Discussions:

Reports:

A. Calhoun-Gilmer Ca-
reer Center Report (De-
cember 10, 2024) — Horst
Motz

Superintendent

B. Superintendent Re-
ports

1. Director and School
Reports

2. MIP Update

3. SBA Update

4. Solar Update

5. Instruction/Curricu-
lum

6. Attendance Report

7. Levy

8. Homeschool

9. Hope Scholarship

Superintendent Recom-
mendations:

IX. New Business (At-
tachment C):

A. Finance for Approval
January 13, 2024

1. General Fund Invoic-
es-$21,272.30

2. Supplements — $
30,000.00

3. Transfers - $

4. December 2024 Fi-
nancial Statement

(Invoice list available
for review at Calhoun
County Board of Educa-
tion Office)

B. Volunteer Requests

1. Teresa McGuire

X. Personnel (Attach-
ment D):

A. Retirements

Professional

Service

B. Resignations

Professional

Service

1. Chelsea Jenkins,
Substitute  Multi-Classi-
fied Aide II/Bus Aide/Su-
pervisory

Aide/Specialized
Healthcare  Procedures,
effective December 21,
2024

Extracurricular

C. Employment

Professional

Service

1. Beth Stull, Cook III/
Cafeteria Manager, PHE
(6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.)

2., Multi-Classified
Service Personnel,

Maintenance/Carpen-
ter/Mechanic I/Electrical/
HVAC/Handyman/

Watchman/Plumber 1/
Welder/Heavy Equipment
Operator/Sanitation Plant

Operator/Groundsman

XI. Adjournment

Future Board Meeting
Dates:

e February 10, 2025,
(Regular) Calhoun Board
of Education

* March 10, 2025, (Reg-
ular) Calhoun Board of
Education

e April 15, 2025, (Spe-
cial/Statutory) ~ Calhoun
Board of Education

Morrisey Informs
counties, cities their
share of multimillion-
dollar settlement

West Virginia Attorney
General Patrick Mor-
risey, through the office’s
Consumer Protection and
Antitrust Division, has
sent letters to the state’s
55 counties and 229 cit-
ies, informing officials
of their share from a
settlement between the
state and pharmaceuti-
cal companies Pfizer Inc.
(and related companies)
and Ranbaxy Inc. (and
related companies) in an
antitrust lawsuit involv-
ing a generic version of
cholesterol drug Lipitor.
The lawsuit alleged the
two companies conspired
to delay the introduction
of a generic version of
Pfizer’s Lipitor that was
produced by Ranbaxy.
“The money for the coun-
ties and cities are to par-
tially recover their excess
payments or reimburse-
ments for the medica-
tion,” Attorney General
Morrisey said. “The po-
litical subdivisions do not
need to take any action in
receiving their share.”
The amount each county
and city would receive
depends on the size of
their population—the
counties will receive
a total of $1,630,000;
cities, $1,855,000.

Counties:

12 Counties Fewer
than 10,000 pop. (12 x
$10,000 = $120,000)
(Calhoun is in this

group)
32  Counties More
than10,000 but few-

er than 50,000 (32 x
$30,000 = $ 960,000)

11 Counties More
than 50,000 pop. (11 x
$50,000 = $550,000.00)

Cities:

13 Class 2 (popu-
lation in excess of
10K but no more than
50K) 13x  $25,000
=$325,000

45 Class 3 (in excess of
2K but no more than 10K)
45 x $15,000 = $675,000

171 Class 4 (Pop. 2K
or fewer) 171 x $5,000
= $ 855,000.00 (Grants-
ville is in this group)

The lawsuit was filed
in 2013 and alleged the
two companies created
a scheme that prevented
a generic, cheaper ver-
sion of the cholesterol-
lowering drug to be in-
troduced on the market
for 20 months—Lipi-
tor’s original patent ex-
pired on March 24, 2010.
“This is a big victory for
the free market and con-
sumers who may have
paid more than what
they should have for the
much-needed  medica-
tion,” Attorney General
Morrisey said. “In all
aspects of business, and
that includes the pharma-
ceutical business, compe-
tition is key to a healthy
marketplace.”
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Calhoun Basketball Team Season Stats (2024-25)

# Athlete Name GP MPG PPG DEFR OFFR RPG APG SPG BPG TPG R
Season Totals 8 45.6 16.1 129 29.0 105 108 19 20.1
0 B.Davis(Fr) 8 141 1.4 1.1 2.5 34 30 04 38
B. Carpen- 3
ter (So)
5 B.Wood(Sr) |8 1.4 |1.1 0.8 |1.9 1.5 |1.8 |0.1 2.0
11 C.Morris (So) |8 9.5 |3.9 2.1 |6.0 0.5 (1.0 (0.8 |35
8
7
8
8

2 10.0 |3.6 24 16.0 24 |11.0 (05 4.5

12 C.Cottrell (So) 20 |26 1.8 |44 |14 |24 |00 |16
20 G. Hicks (Fr) 0.7 |0.0 0.7 |07 |00 |00 |00 |1.0

4p G:-Larpen- 1.8 |06 10 |16 |00 |03 |00 |08
ter (So)
50 M. Allen (So) 63 2.9 31 60 14 14 01 31
Shooting
# Athlete Name GP  Min Pts FGM FGA FG% PPS [ AFG%)
Season Totals 8 365 136 426 32 0.9 36
0 B.Davis (Fr) 8 113 39 131 30 0.9 34
2 B.Carpen- | 80 |30 |87 34 0.9 39
ter (So)
5 B.Wood (sr) |8 11 |4 28 14 0.4 20
11 C.Morris (So) |8 76 |30 |76 39 1.0 47
12 C.Cottrell (So) |8 16 |7 28 25 0.6 29
20  G.Hicks (Fr) |7 5 2 5 40 1.0 40
4y GLarpen- g 14 |7 22 32 0.6 32
ter (So)
50  M.Allen (So) 8 50 17 49 35 1.0 37

# Athlete Name  GP Min Pts 3PM 3PA 3P% FTM FTA FT% 2FGM 2FGA I

Season Totals 8 365 38 177 21 55 95 58 98 249 39
0 B. Davis (Fr) 8 113 12 63 19 23 35 66 27 68 40
2 B. Carpenter (So) |8 80 |8 34 |24 |12 |22 |55 |22 53 42
5 B. Wood (Sr) 8 11 (3 17 |18 |0 4 |0 1 11 9
11 C. Morris (So) 8 76 |11 |31 |35 |5 5 100 |19 45 42
12 C. Cottrell (So) |8 16 |2 19 |11 |0 4 10 5 9 56
20 G. Hicks (Fr) 7 5 |0 1 |0 1 8 |13 |2 4 50
42 G. Carpenter (So) |8 14 |0 4 0 0 2 (0 7 18 39
50  M.Allen (So) 8 50 2 8 25 14 15 93 15 41 37

Totals
# Athlete Name  GP Min Pts OReb DReb Reb Ast Sti Blkk 1O |

Season Totals 8 365 103 129 232 84 86 15 161
0 B. Davis (Fr) 8 113 9 11 20 27 24 3 30
2 B. Carpenter (So) |8 80 |19 29 48 19 8 4 36
5 B. Wood (Sr) 8 11 6 9 15 12 14 |1 16
11 C. Morris (So) 8 76 |17 31 48 |4 8 6 28
12 C. Cottrell (So) 8 16 |14 21 35 11 19 |0 13
20 G. Hicks (Fr) 7 5 5 0 5 0 0 0 7
42 G. Carpenter (So) |8 14 |8 5 13 |0 2 0 6
50  M.Allen (So) 8 50 25 23 48 11 11 1 25
Misc Totals
# Athlete Name  GP  AstTO StlTO Stl:PF BIkPE  Chr Defl TE DD R

Season Totals 8 0.52 0.53 6 2
0 B. Davis (Fr) 8 090 0.80
2 B. Carpenter (So) |8 0.53 |0.22 1 1
5 B. Wood (Sr) 8 0.75 1]0.88 2
11 C. Morris (So) 8 0.14 |0.29 1
12 C. Cottrell (So) 8 0.85 1.46 1
20  G.Hicks (Fr) 7 0.00 |0.00
42 G. Carpenter (So) |8 0.00 |0.33
50  M.Allen (So) 8 0.44 0.44 2
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L.ocAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY INFORMATION

=

Douhle
YOUR IMPACT

with Print

&0nline
ADVERTISING!

—

Western Auto

OUTDOOR POWER
EQUIPMENT
SALES, PARTS &
SERVICE for

Husqvarna, Stihl,
Briggs & Stratton

Western Auto is
also your home and
garden store.

315 Main St., Glenville

THIS SPACE IS RESERVED
FOR YOUR BUSINESS OR
CLASSIFIED! THIS PAGE

IS READ MORE THAN ANY
PAGE OTHER THAN THE

OBITUARIES.
CALL 681-533-7345

Gonsumer Cellular:

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG

304-462-5631

Be prepared before the next power outage.

HANDLE ITY

Say “NO" to Cleaning =
Out Your Gutters.

20%

Your Entire Purchase*

It’s not just
a generator.

It’s a power
move.

LET THE PROS

+

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*
Promo: 285

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

1-844-295-2840
Emo

+ See Representative for full warranty details. “One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to
credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, 1A (127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173,
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822)Z, WV WN056912.

WIRELESS COST.

Leaf@Filter

PROTECTION

AWARD-WINNING
CUSTOMER SUPPORT
16 TIMES IN A ROW.

We've beer d “#1 in

ice among
Wireless Value MVNOs,
16 Tim aRow.

1007 U.S. BASED
CUSTOMER
SERVICE.

All of our support
teams are just a
call or click away.

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

10%

OFF

Seniors + Military

855-615-6411

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Up to half the cost savings
based on Consumer Cellular’s single-line, 1, 5 and 10GB data plans with unlimited talk and text
compared to T-Mobile and Verizon's lowest cost, single-line post-paid unlimited talk, text and data
plans, January 2024. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and
other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all
areas and is subject to system limitations.

262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331,

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call844-901-2301

to schedule your free quote! * Cash to help pay funeral

or other final expenses

*Terms and Conditions apply. e Guaranteed acceptance

ages 45 to 85"

* No medical exam,
no health questions

GENERAC
 ——— |

6236

GUARANTEED Life
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for FREE Information
1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv
» You'll also get a FREE

Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first
two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: L770TN).

LEGAL

Notice: Applications Available

The Town of Grantsville will be holding its general election of town
officers on June 3, 2025. Applications for mayor, recorder, and city
council (five seats) may be picked up at the town office from Monday,
January 13, 2025, until Saturday, January 25, 2025, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
January 25, 2025. All candidates must have been a city resident of the
municipality for at least six months. A notarization and filing fee are re-
quired. Filing Fees: Mayor $50.00, Recorder $25.00, Council $15.00.

LEGAL

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia until January 28, 2025 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
004 2024830014 R383-REM/GR-2501 GUARDRAIL
D3 2025 REM Guardrail Midpoint

COUNTY: Calhoun, Jackson, Pleasants,
Ritchie, Roane, Wirt

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ licence is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter SA, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

LEGAL

(2022-C-000016- CALHOUN COUNTY - CRESTON COMPANY)

To: DONALD G. FLUHARTY C/O VICKI LYNN PETRUCHA, DONALD G. FLUHARTY, MARILYN
FLUHARTY C/O VICKI LYNN PETRUCHA, MARILYN FLUHARTY C/O DONALD G. FLUHARTY,
ZELLAJO G. FLUHARTY C/O VICKI LYNN PETRUCHA, ZELLOJO G. FLUHARTY C/O DONALD
G. FLUHARTY, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs,
guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided
interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have any interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT CENTER MAP 9999 PARCEL 0004 8740 0000

You will take notice that CRESTON COMPANY, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No.
2022-C-000016, located in CENTER District, 1/24 121 LEADING FOX W-57 FOX O&G W-57, which was
returned delinquent or nonentered in the name of FLUHARTY DONALD FLUHARTY MARILYN N &,
and was sold by the deputy commissioner of delinquent and nonentered lands of CALHOUN County at the
sale for the delinquent taxes on April 21, 2023. CRESTON COMPANY requests that you be notified a deed
for such real estate will be made on or after March 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless before that day you
redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before February 28, 2025, will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with $ 96.50
interest, for tax year ticket number 2021 - 1094.

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2022 - 1064. $ 25.47
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 202.65
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service, $ 726.81
Secretary of State with interest.

Additional Statutory Fees with interest. $ 719.71
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $  1,771.14

certified or personal check.
You may redeem at any time before February 28, 2025, by paying the above total
less any unearned interest.
Given under my hand December 17, 2024
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of GREENBRIER County, State of West Virginia
Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections
Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

LEGAL

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE IS SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

Pursuant to the authority vested in the undersigned by deed of trust dated the 22nd day of January 2009,
signed by Ruie L. Bond, to Dianne Goff Crysler, acting State Director of the Rural Housing Service for the
State of West Virginia, or its successor agency and the successors in Office as State Director or Acting State
Director, Trustee(s), which said deed of trust is of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commis-
sion of Calhoun County, West Virginia, in Trust Deed Book 153, at page 200, and Golden & Amos, PLLC,
Trustee having been requested so to do by the Secured Creditor, and default having been made under the
terms and conditions of said deed of trust, and the provisions in said deed of trust concerning acceleration
having been complied with by the Secured Creditor and present holder of the note, said Trustee will sell at
public auction at 12:30 o’clock p.m. on the

30th day of JANUARY 2025
at the front doors of the Courthouse in Calhoun County, West Virginia, the following described real estate:

Situate, lying and being on the waters of the Little Kanawha River, along the North River Street in the
town of Grantsville, located in the District of Grantsville Corporation, County of Calhoun, and State of
West Virginia, more particularly bounded and described as follows, to wit:

Beginning at a point in the sidewalk along North River Street, corner to Kelly D. Metz and Adreanna
Davis, thence leaving the said street for one (1) line: S 28-02-20 E at 1.46 feet passing a 3/4 inch by 36 inch
Reinforcing Road with yellow plastic cap stamped “Hupp Surveying PS 834 354-7035” hereinafter referred
to as a “Rebar” set in all 196.61 feet to a Rebar set, corner to Gerwig and in a line of Stefan Zakaib, thence;
S 64-22-00 W 35.29 feet to a Rebar set corner to J&M Rentals, LLC and in a line of Gary Knight, from
which a 1/2 inch Iron Pipe found, bears S 64-22-00 W at a 26.05 feet, from which a 6 inch Iron Pipe, found
bears S 64-22-00 at 49-95 feet, thence with J&M Rentals, LLC for six (6) lines; N 30-20-30 W 121.07 feet
to a Rebar set, thence; N 59-24-00 W 11.19 feet to a rebar set, thence; N 40-42-30 W 48.64 feet to a Rebar,
set thence; N 31-23-20 W 16.66 feet to a Rebar set, thence; N 20-06-10 W 6.94 to a Rebar set, thence; N
08-11-00 E at 6.02 feet passing a Rebar set, in all 6.21 feet to a Point in the side walk along North River
Street, from which a 1/2 inch Bolt, found bears S 72-31-20 W at 17.00 feet thence with North River Street
for one (1) line; N 74-04-50 E 54.17 feet to the place of beginning, containing 0.20 acres (8747 square feet),
more or less, as surveyed by Hupp Surveying & Mapping in December, 2008 and shown on a plat attached
hereto and made a part of this description.

Being the same lot or parcel of land conveyed to Daniel K. Smith, II and Kristin M. Smith from J&M
Rental, LLC by deed dated the 10th day of April 2006 of record in the office of the County Clerk of Calhoun
County, West Virginia, in deed book 218, at page 610.

This conveyance is made subject to all easements, rights of way, restrictions, reservations and protective
covenants, including but not limited to all oil, gas and mineral exceptions, reservations and leases, appear-
ing in the chain of title.

It is the intention of this notice to sell the secured property by proper description as was intended to be
transferred and conveyed in the aforesaid deed of trust.

The above-described real estate is reported to have a mailing address of:

147 River Street, Grantsville, West Virginia 26147

TERMS OF SALE: Cash in hand on day of sale or within 30 days of date of sale upon terms to be agreed
upon between Trustee and successful bidder, time being of the essence; payment for unpaid real estate taxes
to be assumed by the purchaser. The Trustee does not warrant title or fitness to this property; it is being
purchased as is; this is a buyer beware sale and any buyer is advised to retain counsel before the sale. If there
is any part of the process of sale which is found to be objectionable, the Trustee reserves the right to cancel
the sale. No purchaser should take possession or make improvements in the premises until the Trustee deed
is delivered or recorded. A third-party purchaser at sale will be required to pay the purchase price plus all
recording and transfer fees.

Trustee at sale is under no duty to cause any existing tenant or person occupying the subject property to
vacate said property.

FEDERAL TAX LIEN: In the event that there are Federal Tax Liens against the property, the United
States would have the right to redeem the property within a period of 120 days from the date of such sale or
the period allowable for redemption under local law, whichever is longer.

The party(ies) secured by the Deed of Trust reserve the right to purchase the property at such sale. If the
purchaser at sale is unable to complete the terms of purchase within 30 days, the Trustee reserves the right
to transfer the property to the next highest bidder.

Any sale hereunder may be adjourned from time to time without any notice other than oral proclamation
at the time and place appointed for this sale or by posting of a notice of same. Should the Trustee not appear
at the time appointed for the sale and there is no notice posted of a continuance please contact the office of
the Trustee to make further inquiry. Any sale may be conducted or adjourned by the designated agent or
attorney of the Trustee. The undersigned is filly vested with the authority to sell said property as Trustee by
instrument of record. Some Trustee sales may be conducted by a servicer required Auction Company. In
that event, the auctioneer will be acting under an “Auction Services Agreement.”

Should any party have any inquires, objections to the sale or protests regarding the sale, or requests
regarding the sale, please notify the trustee below by one of the means of communications set forth below.

GOLDEN & AMOS, PLLC, TRUSTEE
543 Fifth Street, P.O. Box 81

Parkersburg, WV 26102

Telephone (304) 485-3851

Fax (304) 485-0261

E-mail: timamos@goldenamos.com

Our business hours are 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM
On weekdays - not including holidays

Lender: Dawson Mgt / USDA

Processor: Kristi / Ext 27

Foreclosures / 2024 / Jordan, Mary / Bond, Ruie / Notice of Sale
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CALHOUN COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2024

CALHOUN COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
June 30, 2024

Primary Government Net (Expense) Revenues and

Governmental Program Revenues Changes in Net Position
Activities Charges Operating Capital Primary Government
ASSETS for Grants and Grants and Governmental
Current assets: Expenses Services Contributions Contributions Activities
Cash and cash equivalents $ 3,724,037 Functions / Programs
Receivables: Primary government:

Taxes 70,612 Governmental activities:

Accounts 6,495 General government $ 2,297,460 $ 807,599 $ 128,683 $ - % (1,361,178)
Capital assets: Public safety 1,761,359 - 165,927 - (1,595,432)
Nondepreciable: Health and sanitation 2,800 - - - (2,800)
Land 115,042 Culture and recreation 91,529 - - - (91,529)
Depreciable Social services 19.200 - - - (19.200)
Buildings 1,478,733 Total primary government $  3.414.4281 $ 758,234 $ 139.008 § - $ (3.070.139)
Structures and improvements 147,199
Machinery and equipment 1,346,199 General revenues:

Less: accumulated depreciation (1,835,876) Ad valorem property taxes 3,091,926
Other debits: Alcoholic beverages tax 10,898

Net pension assets 2,173 Gas and oil severance tax 118,142

Net OPEB assets 19.441 Other taxes 88,888

Total assets $ 5.074.055 Coal severance tax 24,736
DEFERRED OUTFLOWS Licenses and permits 9,102
Deferred outflows of resources related to OPEB 5,361 Unrestricted investment earnings 23,581
Deferred outflows of resources related to pensions 167.978 Refunds 59,105
Total deferred outflows of resources 173.339 Miscellaneous 168,391
LIABILITIES Total general revenues 3,594,769
Current liabilities payable from current assets: Change in net position 524,630
Accounts payable 22,367 Net position - beginning 3.333.463
Unearned revenues: Net position - ending $  3.858.093

Federal Grants 1,266,944
Noncurrent liabilities: The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement

Net pension liability 42,798

Total liabilities 1,332,109
DEFERRED INFLOWS
Deferred inflows of resources related to OPEB 42,359
Deferred inflows of resources related to pensions 14,833

Total deferred inflows of resources 57.192
NET POSITION
Invested in capital assets, net of related debt 1,251,297
Unrestricted 2.606.796

Total net position $ 3,858,093
The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this
statement. CALHOUN COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

BALANCE SHEET - GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS
June 30, 2024
Coal County American Other Nonmajor Total
Severance Excess Rescue Governmental Governmental
General Tax Levy E-911 Act Funds Funds

ASSETS

Current:

Cash and cash equivalents $ 1,432,936 $ 84 $ -8 749,464 § 1,107,339 $ 434214 $ 3,724,037

Receivables:

Taxes 52,400 - 18,212 - - - 70,612

Accounts - 6,495 - - - - 6,495

Due from:

Other funds 1,276 - - - - - 1,276
Total assets $ 1,486,612 $ 6.579 $ 18212  § 749.464 §  1.107.339 $ 434214 $ 3.802.420

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED INFLOWS AND FUND BALANCES

Liabilities:

Accounts payable 19,044 - - 3,323 - - 22,367

Due to:

Other funds - - 1,276 - - - 1,276

Deferred revenues:

Federal grants - - - - 1,266,944 - 1,266,944
Total liabilities 19,044 - 1.276 3,323 1,266,944 - 1,290,587

Deferred Inflows:

Unavailable revenue - taxes 43,158 - 15,000 - - - 58.158
Total deferred inflows of resources 43,158 - 15,000 - - - 58.158
Total liabilities and deferred inflows

of resources 62,202 - 16,276 3.323 1,266,944 - 1,348,745
Fund balances:
Restricted - - 1,936 746,141 (159,605) 434,413 1,022,885
Assigned 1,424,410 6,579 - - - - 1,430,989
Unassigned - - - - - (199) (199)
Total fund balances 1,424,410 6,579 1,936 746,141 (159.,605) 434,214 2,453,675
Total liabilities and fund balances $ 1,486,612 $ 6.579 $ 18212  § 749.464 §  1.107.339 $ 434214 $ 3.802.4202
The notes to the financial statements are an integral part of this statement
T 0 " N CO U N CIL Continued from Page 1

cant position on town council.
Councilwoman Cheryl Sturm made a
motion to approve her with a second
from Linda Staton. I was approved by
all. Mayor Petrovsky swore her in and
she took her place at the council table.

The Grantsville Volunteer Fire De-
partment building has one meter at the
building logging the water use of the
department meeting area. The other
unmetered area is the one providing
water to fill the fire trucks. The me-
ter to the inside of the building is me-
chanically unreadable. The two inch
meter inside the truck bay does not
get read.

The mayor is seeking the records of
how the fire department has used the
unmetered water, making accusations
that they (the VFD and VFD mem-
bers) are stealing from a public util-
ity by providing an occasional tank
of water to a citizen in need whether
for drinking or cattle or helping one
volunteer fire department member fill
their pool.

The wholesale value of 2,000 gal-
lons of water is probably about $20.00.

There is a risk of the loss of every
volunteer fire department member be-
cause they’re tired of the community’s
failure to recognize their value.

1982 FOUNDATION

This is ironic with an unscrutinized
city service fee of $10.00 per month
that is charged to every utility custom-
er in the Town of Grantsville which
s supposed to go for police and fire
protection as well as the street depart-
ment. Yet the Town of Grantsville has
not provided one cent to the Grants-
ville Volunteer Fire Department for
decades of fire coverage, assistance at
keeping the town clean, and flushing
sewer lines when they’re plugged off.

Nor is there a police officer. The
reasoning is that no one applies be-
cause they (the town) can’t afford to
pay a high enough wage to attract any

applicants, while the Calhoun Sher-
iff’s Department and West Virginia
State Police are forced to provide pro-
tection and not given renumeration by
the Town of Grantsville.

The members of the Grantsville
Volunteer Fire Department Board
questioned the mayor as to his inten-
tion against them, because they would
be in need of hiring an attorney. The
mayor informed them that he was
unsure of where the “investigation”
would lead for which he was “forced
to pursue by a citizens complaint.”

The complaining citizen was not
named.

Continued from Page 1

community cares deeply, but we had
lost our hope. It took decades for this
to happen and is no-one’s in particulars
fault. At the bottom of it least just call it
the dark side of human nature that leads
us to a lack of hope, poverty, and an over-
all unhealthy and negative place. The
good news is that it is fixable, and we are
well on our way.

“I had the unfair position of being able
to realize the root cause as [ was away for
the past 40 years and I was not like the
frog in the story where the frog is in the
increasingly hot water and does not real-
ize he is boiling until it is too late.

“And you, my dear friends, were also
disadvantaged as you didn’t know me
and your only yardstick to measure me
by was personal experiences. And that is
OK and to be expected. I do hope by now
that for better or worse, it is clear that my
intentions are pure, and my mission is not
one of my own making. For sure there
have been many conversations along the
way that [ wished I had never started this
project ... and in fact I did not start it --
God did, and He will finish it. Therefore,
I cannot back out even if i wanted to and
I am not sure that God has a great inter-
est in my personal desires and self-pity
parties. He has a plan to glorify His king-
dom, and we ALL got drafted.

“So, we have arrived at the make or
break year of the project. And I know

they are still a handful of people out
that who still wish failure upon the proj-
ect. That is also sadly to be expected in
change management journeys. Let’s pray
for healing for all.

“I think and hope you would agree that
the Foundation has done our part. Robin
and I personally have also fought for oth-
er improvements to come to Calhoun for
which we have high hopes providing the
feds and state do what they need to do,
and they will.

“My deepest and only desire is that ev-
ery child who grows up here can fulfill
their heart’s desire ... to stay ... to leave
... to travel ... toreturn ... and to live the
dreams of their life. I know that I had a
very special childhood here and was sup-
ported by many many people who will
read this post and that I see every day
when I am home. I do not have the words
to express the gratitude to all the teach-
ers, 4H leaders, pastors, Sunday school
teachers, band leaders, sponsors and
neighbors who again for better or worse
made me who I am. I love all of you. And
I know the current and future generation
of kids have dreams and I also think you
would agree that we owe it to them to
give them better than we had and consid-
ering the amazing people who raised us
we have got a tall order to fill.

“IT IS TIME TO MAKE IT HAP-
PENI!II”

Complete Avalon Construction of Main
Building & Children’s Learning Center
Secure federal funding for start up

Open Day Care

Open Koios STEM Academy

Lease AirBnB/Apartments

2nd Successful Pool Season
Continued Community Support &

Engagement

» Adapt as God guides

HE 1982 FOUNDATION.
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WVDNR announces return of trout stockings
Anglers are reminded to purchase a 2025 fishing license and trout stamp

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
(WVDNR) announced the return of trout stockings to
select lakes and streams around the state.

“Whether you’re casting a line for the first time or
you’ve been fishing these waters for years, our stocked
lakes and streams offer the perfect opportunity to expe-
rience the thrill of fishing and the natural beauty of West
Virginia,” said WVDNR Director Brett McMillion. “We
encourage everyone to get their 2025 fishing license and
stamps and plan a fishing trip this winter.”

Lakes and streams receiving a stocking during the
week of Jan. 2 include:

Anthony Creek

Cranberry River

Gandy Creek

Glady Fork

James P. Bailey Lake

Knapps Creek

Laurel Fork (Randolph)

Little River West Fork Greenbrier River

Shavers Fork (Bemis)

Shavers Fork (Upper Section)

Spruce Knob Lake

West Fork Greenbrier River

Williams River

While daily trout stockings are not announced in ad-
vance, the WVDNR publishes a list of recently stocked
waters at WVdnr.gov/fish-stocking. Anglers may also
find out what waters have been stocked by calling the
stocking hotline at 304-558-3399. In inclement weather,
missed stockings are made up by either additional stock-

COMMISSION

ing runs or additional fish are added to upcoming stock-
ing events. For more information about trout stocking
locations, anglers should check pages 6—7 in the 2025
Fishing Regulations Summary, available to download at
WVdnr.gov/fishing-regulations.

All anglers 15 years and older are required to have a
West Virginia fishing license and a valid form of identi-
fication while fishing in the state of West Virginia. Trout
stamps are required for those fishing for trout. Licenses
and stamps may be purchased online at WVfish.com.

Continued from Page 1

federal, state and local resources to create jobs, build
infrastructure, and support long-term economic stabil-
ity in rural communities. In West Virginia, Community
Liaisons like Ms. Decker help advance local priorities
and projects in the state’s two community newworks.
Each Community Network receives dedicated commu-
nity development support to help them navigate federal
and other programs, build relationships, and identify
community-driven solutions.

Jason Wilson, EMS Director for Minnie Hamilton re-
ported to the Commission the number of calls and statis-
tics of the ambulance service. He further stated that they
were currently down one Paramedic due to a fall on
the ice in front of their station which fractured her leg.
Wilson commended the volunteer Fire Departments for
their assistance during medical emergencies in getting
crews to the scenes when roads were heavily covered in
snow. He then requested that the County consider pro-
viding protective vests for ambulance crew members to
have when traveling to an area where there are possible
shooters which recently happened. Wilson believed the
crews could be at risk as they were often the first re-
sponding to a scene of uncertainty. Wilson suggested
that multiple sizes be purchased for crew members to
put on their trucks each day but that the director and
supervisors should have their own. It was agreed that
a work session would be held with Emergency Services
and the Calhoun Commission on January 30th, 2025 at
4 p.m.

The Calhoun Wood Festival Committee reported that
several members recently attended the WV Fairs and
Festivals Convention where they listened to several
bands and made contact with fireworks providers in
preparation of the 2025 Wood Festival.

Calhoun Park Board President Donnie Pitts reported
that their December Christmas light show was success-
ful with the help of Ricky and Debbie McGuire who
provided a very nice computer light show. Mr. Pitts
stated that the park is hoping to get school, churches,
businesses and community involved to expand the show
next year throughout the park encouraging visitors to
travel to the area.

The Calhoun Park Board requested $500 for a Seestar
Telescope that will be made available to park visitors.
The telescope is packed with $4,000 in technology mak-
ing it a bargain for what it will allow visitors to experi-
ence with ease. The computerized telescope can be used
for imaging, tracking, stacking, planetary, solar and
even bird watching! The Park Board is in contact with
Marietta College in Ohio and Glenville State University
in hopes of encouraging those schools to host astronomy
programs and utilize what Calhoun County Park has to
offer them. A second funding request was made for the
astronomy portion of the Park by requesting the County
cover the the costs of reimbursement for the star par-
ties hosted at the park which would include the cabin
rental and other expenses totaling $500-$1,500 for two
events. A third request for funding was for the consid-
eration purchasing side by side utility vehicle for park
staff to use when traveling over the multi-acreage park.
Mr. Pitts suggested a used, low cost model or even one
that could be shared with Calhoun Sherift’s Department.
Storage could be done at the tractor shed on the park.

Tina Persinger, Director of the Calhoun Family Re-
source Network informed the Commission that the FRN
would be partnering with the WVU Extension office to
host a cooking class for 12 students which have already
been booked. She also announced that Trinity Yeager
will be providing holiday pictures for Valentines Day
and other holidays. The photograph cost will be by do-
nation allowing local residents to capture their families
in affordable photos. FRN continues to provide food
pantry deliveries and recommends the community watch
their Facebook page and website for dates and times.

Mrs. Persinger encouraged the commission to work
with Carrie Decker and the USDA and HUD housing
with a focus on housing for recovering addicts. She
told the Commission that they’d recently had several
people displaced because of the weather. FRN has four
apartments that are currently rented, Grantsville Manor
housing is full as well as Calhoun Homes and the Red
Devil Inn. According to statistics, housing availability
drops the addiction rates in a community. Calhoun FRN
is working on getting a generator to allow their building
to become an emergency shelter. Currently two shelters
are available being the Arnoldsburg Community Park

and Pleasant Hill Church for crisis situations. The FRN
also keeps MRE’s (Meals Ready to Eat) and other shelf
stable meals to help families throughout the year.

Sheriff Graham Knight reported to the commission
that Home Confinement continued with little change.
He also announced that he had been working on trying
to get a community service option for sentencing but
currently the County’s insurance didn’t allow it. Sher-
iff Knight believes that it should be revisited with the
insurance and has spoken to Magistrate Lora Davis. Da-
vis said that the community service option would offset
the defendant’s fines but not their court costs which is
State mandated to be paid. Should this option be made
available, defendants would be monitored by the Home
Confinement officer.

Sheriff’s Knight expressed that it had been a rough
couple of weeks for emergency services. But he felt the
need to say that through the snow even with trucks down,
the Calhoun Department of Highways worked 24 hours
a day and have done all that they can do. Regarding the
vests request by Jason Wilson, the Sheriff said that “we
all wish we lived in a Mayberry but we don’t. Every
year we have more escalations. Neighboring counties
see it all the time. There is a chance that something
could happen to a first responder because they’re often
first on scene. They’re alone a lot.” He described a De-
mentia patient, that had a loaded fire arm in their home
and had informed control that they had shot an intruder
twice (which was not actually true), but the possibility
is there that they could have. Since the last meeting the
Sherift’s Department has had a retirement of Deputy Jeff
Hunt , and the department continues to. Have a high call
volume. Everyone is short on staff, when the time comes
he warned that the budget may have to be revisited re-
garding the hiring of additional staff.

Knight brought to the attention of the Commission
that the current WV State Code books available to
them were out of date. A full set would cost the county
$2,500. It was determined that the Commission would
investigate what books needed updated in the Court-
house and the County would look into making sure there
was a complete set available to all staff.

Sheriff Knight presented several receipts for the Ani-
mals Fosters in the county who requested reimburse-
ment for food and other things that apply to the welfare
of the animal. Six dogs and two cats were currently be-
ing fostered by the County.

Sheriff Knights final request from the Commission
was for the purchase of signage to discourage semi
trucks from going onto roads that do not allow large
trucks passage. This endangers not only the truckers but
citizens when emergency services cannot get through
due to the long periods off time it takes to remove the
trucks, sometimes taking 5-6 hours, involving wreckers
and emergency crews to assist. The WV State Highway
will not place signs on roads until there are a certain
number of incidents. Knight would like the county to
take precautionary measures in preventing it by placing
the signs themselves. The Commission plans to look
into the legality of placing signs on the State’s right of
ways.

Sheila Burch, Director of the Little Kanawha Area
Development Corporation made a recommendation to
the Commission that the County get back to work on
the Comprehensive Plan with a meeting in the month of
March to set goals for the coming five years. The Com-
mission agreed with Eric Lupardus stating that it the
Comprehensive Plan was a living document that need
to be given attention. Lupardus also asked where the
LKADC was at with their micro funding. Mrs. Burch
stated that the LKADC has their own revolving loan
fund tat caps at $25,000 for which they’ve funded three
businesses in Calhoun and Wirt Counties over the past
year. MOVRC (Mid Ohio Valley Regional Council) pro-
vides funding opportunities of larger amounts. She not-
ed that neither agency is in competition with the Bank-
ing industry but encourages businesses to seek funding
through the bank when feasible, and if funding is not
available come to LKADC and MOVRC for help.

In 2024 Calhoun County saw 24 new businesses open
up. Two newly opened businesses are a Pet Store in the
Arnoldsburg area and an Outdoor Store on the West
Fork. If individuals are in consideration of opening a
business, Mrs. Burch encouraged them to contact her for
assistance.

The Calhoun County Financial Statement for 2024

was approved and will be published in the Calhoun
Chronicle in their next issue.

Regarding the O&M Agreement, itemized receipts
were presented with a balance of funding. The O&M
Committee paid 20% down on the building that will
house the consolidated agencies. In addition the Com-
mission agreed to pay the January Bonds for Mt. Zion
PSD, Pleasant Hill PSD and the Town of Grantsville.

Ridgeview News Publisher, Shari Johnson, ques-
tioned the Commission about a recent report that she
had received that certain members of the O&M Com-
mittee were monopolizing equipment purchases as if
one entity had governance over another. The Commis-
sion assured that they’d look into the matter.

The Commission voted to host two meetings monthly
— one morning and one evening meeting to allow the
community better access to local government. Monthly
meetings will continue on the 2nd Monday at 9 a.m.,
with the addition of a meeting on every 4th Monday at
6 p.m. January 27th would be the next meeting of the
Calhoun County Commission. Changes may occasion-
ally occur due to other commitments

It was also voted that the Calhoun County Commis-
sion agendas be published one week in advance of each
meeting in the Calhoun Chronicle and the Ridgeview
News.

For many years Calhoun County has been supposed to
partner with Roane County for an LEPC (Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee). But because of their failure
to attend the meetings, Roane County was in the process
of removing Calhoun County from their organization.
However, Eric Lupardus attended their last meeting and
it was agreed that Calhoun would once again become
active with the LEPC. Applications will be made avail-
able for various agency representation through the Com-
mission. The next LEPC meeting is January 22nd, 2025
at 1 p.m. at Roane General Hospital.

Commissioner Lupardus requested that access to the
courthouse, which has been the responsibility of the Cal-
houn County Clerk’s office, be turned over to the Cal-
houn Sheriff’s Department for security reasons. Com-
missioner McCumbers questioned the reasoning behind
the change of command to which Lupardus and Sheriff
Graham Knight explained that at a recent Security meet-
ing with the State it was brought to their attention that
as a matter of security the Sheriff should know who has
access and when, and should be the determining factor
because the accountability fell to his office. The matter
was voted on and passed that Sheriff Knight will now
govern courthouse accessibility.

Under old business the Commission decided to work
on an advertisement for an administrator and it will be
on the next agenda to approve an advertisement and post
it. They also approved posting an advertisement for a
County Surveyor.

Board Appointments were as follows:

Larry Justham approved for 4 year term on the Civil
Service Board

Animal Shelter Board approvals for Carol Sloane,
Patty Laughlin, Jennifer Studer and Marlan Zwoll

Building Commission appointment of Marlan Zwoll

Bradley Steven’s and Ron Blankenship appointed to
LKADC

The Commission will assume their positions on the
following Boards:

4-H Advisory Council — Craig Arthur

Building Commission — Jacob McCumbers

Calhoun County Park — Jacob McCumbers

CRI - Craig Arthur

E911 — Eric Lupardus

EMS — Craig Arthur

FEMA — Eric Lupardus

FRN — Jacob McCumbers

LKADC — Jacob McCumbers

MOVHD - Jacob McCumbers

MOVRC — Jacob McCumbers

Planning Commission — Eric Lupardus

Work Force — Eric Lupardus

Invoices approved were:

General Fund — $ 93,472.64

Coal Severance — $ 2,092.30

Dog Fund — $45.00

E911 —$11,928.49

Home Confinement — $442.68

Excess Levy $13,405.84

GRAND TOTAL $121,387.05



