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The Grantsville Town Council 
meets the first Monday of every month in the city 

building on Main Street at 6 p.m. 
The Calhoun County Commission 

meets the second Monday of every month in the 
Calhoun Courthouse meeting room at 9 a.m.

The Calhoun County School Board 
meets the second Monday of every month at 5:50 

p.m. in the school board office at Mt. Zion.

Join us as we bring you a menu of delicious cuisine from the Middle East. Enjoy an 
evening with friends, a date night or even by yourself! The company is always great 
and the food the best you’ll find in any five star restaurants.  Please see A Taste of 
Calhoun on Page 10!

According to American Medicine 
Company Chairman Crystal Mersh AMC 
is gearing up for an exciting event in Cal-
houn County as it prepares to host a re-
ception on Wednesday (June 25, 2025) to 
unveil its vision and plans for bringing the 
manufacture of essential medicines back 
to the United States. 

This event promises to be a significant 
gathering, with government officials, 
business leaders, and key influencers 
from across the state invited to experience 
the warm hospitality of the region. ​

The week leading up to the reception 
will be a busy one for the AMC executive 
team. ​ They will convene on the campus 
of GSU for regular business meetings and 
a special session focused on marketing 
strategies. ​ 

Glenville Mayor Mark Sarver has gra-
ciously provided the meeting location, 
ensuring the team has a productive envi-
ronment to finalize their plans. ​ The mar-
keting team, along with video production 
professionals, will be actively engaged in 
filming and photography throughout the 
week. ​ A highlight of this creative effort 
will be a photo shoot at J&B Drug Store, 
the hometown pharmacy, hosted by Lei-
sa Jarvis Stover. ​ With AMC’s branding 
rooted in rural America, the team antici-
pates capturing stunning visuals that re-
flect the essence of their mission. ​

The reception itself will be a celebra-
tion of community and culture, featuring 

a dinner titled “A Taste of West Virginia.” ​ 
Guests will enjoy a mouthwatering menu 
that includes smoked BBQ ribs, chicken, 
and Frankie4Fingers Famous Burnt Ends, 
complemented by pinto beans, fried po-
tatoes, and fresh garden vegetables. ​ A 
special guest chef, Cindy Cottrell, will 
prepare cornbread for the event, honor-
ing the culinary legacy of her mother, Iva 
Hoskins, whose kitchen was known for its 
delicious aromas and joyful atmosphere.

AMC is inviting community members 
to contribute to the dinner by preparing 
crock pots of pinto beans or fried pota-
toes, adding a personal touch to the feast. ​ 
The Pool Co-op team will be on hand to 
serve the meal and entertain guests with 
a spirited Hillbilly Golf match, ensuring 
the evening is both enjoyable and memo-
rable. ​

The event is set to take place on June 
25, and AMC has extended a special invi-
tation to the incoming town council mem-
bers to join the festivities. ​ The communi-
ty has worked tirelessly to make Calhoun 
County look beautiful and welcoming, 
and this reception will be a showcase of 
their efforts and pride. ​

With a blend of business, creativity, 
and community spirit, AMC’s reception is 
poised to be a remarkable event that high-
lights their commitment to revitalizing 
American manufacturing while celebrat-
ing the rich culture and hospitality of rural 
West Virginia.

By Gaylen Duskey
The Calhoun County Commission 

meeting on June 10, 2025, showcased the 
recent spirit of progress and unity that de-
fines our community. ​ 

Commissioners Craig Arthur, Jacob 
McCumbers, and Eric Lupardus con-
vened in the Little Courtroom to address 
key issues. ​  ​

Residents addressed their concerns 
and updates, with Hortz Motz discuss-
ing Pleasant Hill water billing rates and 
the anticipated benefits of Frontier Com-
munications’ fiber installation, expected 
to improve connectivity within three 
months. ​ Motz also highlighted a recent 
outage that disrupted essential services. ​ 
Gayle Ford raised questions about ser-
vice fees, prompting commissioners to 
offer assistance in finding answers. ​ Ty-
ler Ohrn, representing Congresswoman 
Carol Miller, extended federal support to 
the county. ​

A public hearing on ordinances sparked 
debate, with Ed Lott urging the commis-
sion to prioritize health and safety in the 
Dilapidated Structures Ordinance. ​ Con-
cerns were raised about fines for unau-
thorized salvage yards, with the final 
reading scheduled for June 23. ​

The commission approved over 
$27,000 for renovations at Upper West 
Fork Park, including basketball court 
elevation and fencing, while reaffirming 
their commitment to local investments by 
keeping funds with Calhoun Banks. ​ 

Commissioner McCumbers shared 
updates on park improvements and up-
coming Independence Day celebrations, 
while Commissioner Lupardus highlight-
ed the Wood Festival and the potential 
economic boost of $38 million in salaries 
if the AMC (American Medicine Com-
pany) facility is established in the county. ​

Sheriff Graham Knight proposed pur-
chasing a narcotics testing tool and sug-
gested donating outdated equipment to 
the Calhoun-Gilmer Career Center for 
student training. ​ The commission re-
vitalized the 911 Board and approved a 
$100,000 REAP grant application to en-
hance Cabot Recycling Station. ​

Amid economic challenges, com-
missioners encouraged local shopping 
and announced the opening of Hardway 
Heating and Cooling. ​ Independence Day 
celebrations at Calhoun County Park on 
July 3-4 and an appreciation board dinner 
on August 30 promise to bring the com-
munity together. ​

By Gaylen Duskey
And Shari Hardway Johnson
On March 4, 2024, Jeffrey Allen Bran-

non drove a school bus under the influ-
ence of alcohol, with a blood alcohol 
level twice the legal limit. ​ This reckless 
decision led to the worst accident in the 
history of Calhoun County Schools, as 
Brannon lost control of the bus on South 
Calhoun Highway 16, overturning it and 
injuring 19 students. ​ The tragic incident 
caused immense physical, mental, and 
emotional suffering for the victims and 
their families. ​

In court, Brannon pleaded guilty to all 
charges, including three counts of DUI 
causing serious injury and sixteen counts 
of child neglect. Judge Anita Harold 
Ashley sentenced him to a minimum of 
22 years and a maximum of 110 years 
in prison, with sentences for each count 
running consecutively. ​ Brannon will re-
ceive 466 days of credit for time served 
and will be eligible for parole after 22 
years. ​ Additionally, he was fined $1,000 
for the DUI charges. ​

The courtroom was filled with emo-
tional testimonies from victims and their 
families, recounting the devastating im-
pact of the accident. ​ Kevin Wilson, who 
lost his leg, endured eleven surgeries in 

thirteen days and nearly died multiple 
times. ​ Hoyt Helmick suffered mental 
and physical injuries, losing his trust in 
school staff and struggling with daily 
routines. Lydia Starcher experienced 
lingering headaches that jeopardized her 

By Gaylen Duskey
As long as there had been an Earth 

there has been a summer solstice. Before 
man. Before dinosaurs. Before even the 
amoeba that formed the first life on this 
planet there has been a summer solstice.

It has existed since the creation of 
the universe, and it took several million 
years for man to discover it.

But it took man getting scientific 
knowledge and inventing the calendar 
and ways to tell time. It even took man 
wanting to tell time and mark days.

But it has always been as the longest 
day of the year when the sun was highest 
in the sky. Actually the sun never moved 
but the earth tilted on its axis placing the 
planet it its position for the longest day.

And somewhere along the way it was 
decided that the day was June 20.

Then a little over 150 years ago – 163 
to be exact – the state of West Virginia 
was established during the middle of the 
American Civil War.

In a week where the 1st bank chartered 
in US (National Bank of Davenport Iowa) 
was taking place as was the Skirmish at 
Greencastle, Pa., West Virginia was ad-
mitted as 35th US state of the Union.

This was before professional baseball 
even began – a team of professional play-
ers was hired in Cincinnati, Ohio, known 
as the Red Stockings – although a base-
ball like game was mentioned in a book 
in 1744 in Great Britain.

Back to the formation of West Virginia.
Here are some facts: Secession in Vir-

ginia:
Eastern Virginia relied on a slave-

based agricultural economy, while west-
ern Virginia developed industries using 
free labor. ​

Sectional tensions increased after 
events like the Dred Scott decision (1857) 
and John Brown’s raid (1859). ​

Virginia’s secession convention began 

on February 13, 1861, and the Ordinance 
of Secession passed on April 17, 1861. ​

West Virginia Statehood Movement:
The First Wheeling Convention (May 

13–15, 1861) aimed to defeat the seces-
sion ordinance. ​

Virginia voters approved secession on 
May 23, 1861, leading to Union troop in-
vasion on May 26. ​

The Second Wheeling Convention 
(June 11–25, 1861) reorganized Virgin-
ia’s government and elected Francis H. 
Pierpont as governor. ​

Formation of West Virginia:
On August 6, 1861, the Second Wheel-

ing Convention drafted an ordinance 
to form a new state, initially named 
Kanawha.

On October 24, 1861, western Virgin-
ians voted for the new state ordinance. ​

The state was renamed West Virginia, 
and its constitution was approved on Feb-
ruary 18, 1862. ​

Lincoln signed the statehood bill on 
December 31, 1862, and West Virginia 
officially became a state on June 20, 
1863. ​

Post-Statehood Challenges:
Guerrilla warfare and Confederate 

raids threatened West Virginia’s stability. ​
Despite internal conflicts, Union sup-

port ensured the state’s survival. ​
Virginia’s legal attempt to reunify with 

West Virginia in 1871 failed. ​
Economic Transformation:
Postwar West Virginia experienced 

growth due to rail expansion and the rise 
of coal and timber industries. ​

Ironically in the Confederacy’s attempt 
to break away from the United States the 
western half of Virginia was able to form 
a new state.

In other words West Virginia was the 
only state that succeeded in seceding.

So on June 20th say Happy Birthday 
West Virginia and welcome to summer.

Brannon gets at least 22 years in prison 
as victims make emotional statements

Jeffrey Brannon

A Taste of the Middle East

Calhoun commissioners cover many 
issues in meeting

AMC to hold busy week of meetings and 
a town meeting on June 25

Happy birthday West Virginia and bring 
on summer

Storms moving across West Virginia triggered flooding in many areas including Pine 
Creek here in Calhoun County where 2.5 inches of rain fell in a short period of time 
bringing a flash flood to the area.
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Creston 
News
by Alvin Engelke 
Phone 275-3578

1) Opinion Editorials (Op-Eds) and 
Letters to the Editor may contain con-
structive criticisms, thoughts, and ob-
servations based on reliable information. 
Each submission is reviewed and accept-
ed on an individual basis. 

2) Discourse should be generally re-
spectful, without profanity, rooted in 
fact, professionally presented (satire is 
acceptable), and written by the person 
submitting. All submissions are subject 
to revision concerning writing mechan-

ics, space available, and accuracy.
3) Editorial staff reserves the right to 

contact others concerning the subject 
matter to balance the presentation of the 
issue and/or concern. 

3) Phone numbers must be included 
to facilitate editorial questions and fact-
checking processes. 

Editorials, letters to the editor, press 
releases, meeting notices, and announce-
ments can be sent to contact@calhoun-
chronicle.com.

Letter from the Editor

Obituary

By Gaylen Duskey
Sunday was Father’s Day – and thank 

all you father’s out there for doing what 
you do – and my wife decided to take me 
out to dinner,

Shoney’s in Flatwoods was where she 
was taking me and when we got to the 
Cedar Creek Bridge across the Little 
Kanawha River up in Gilmer County I 
suggested we go cross country via Ce-
darville.

She asked if that wasn’t out of the way 
and I said “no, it’s probably closer.”

And she foolishly listened to me.
To be honest it was a nice scenic trip 

with lots of well-manicured farms and 
lawns and pretty houses and there were 
lots of animals to watch along the way.

And we enjoyed the drive including 
the on and off downpours that turned the 
meandering little creek into a gushing 
torrent in many places.

We went past Cedar Creek State Park 
and saw lots of people enjoying the fish-
ing and general ambiance of the park. 
Further along we got to Cedarville where 
I remembered going to check out a tractor 
once before and my memory was work-
ing well as I knew that the road would 
eventually lead to another road which 
brought you out not far from Burnsville.

I was wrong or at least my memory 
was wrong when I told my wife to “go 
right” when she wanted to turn left at the 
intersection of Flower Road and Cedar 
Creek Road.

Oops.
For the next several miles I found my-

self wondering where the heck was I.
And for an old beat up guy like me it 

was a bit unnerving especially since the 
needle was pointing at the E on the gas 
gauge of her monstrous AMC Yukon De-
nali.

I was worrying about running out of 
gas. Worrying about how I would not be 
able walk should we run out of gas. Wor-
rying about figuring out where the heck 
we were as the road kept getting nar-
rower and narrower. And worrying about 
not being able to do a thing about it, not 
even calling Triple A for gas, since my 
cell phone did not get a signal.

Finally on top of some mountain that 
was somewhere near nowhere my wife’s 
cellphone got a signal, and she asked Siri 
for directions to Flatwoods.

“Must be close,” she said, “Siri said 
we’d be there in about 18 minutes.”

I still had no clue where we were but 
when we went past a sign pointing to Ex-
change I breathed a sigh of relief because 
I had at least heard of Exchange and I 
knew I had seen a road sign somewhere 
that said Exchange and when we drove 
under I-79 I knew we were going to make 
it.

Yes, the long and winding road we had 
been on emptied onto Route 4 between 
Sutton and Flatwoods and we had not run 
out of gas yet.

When we got to the first gas station 
and filled her car up I learned we had less 
than a gallon of gas left.

Wow!!! That was close. Too close to 
suit me.

When we headed home my wife asked 
me if I wanted to go back the way we 
came “since it was shorter.”

My answer was a quick and emphatic 
“no.”

Still it was a fun Father’s Day for me.
LEARNING ABOUT CARS: Once 

upon a time I thought I was a pretty good 
shade tree mechanic since I was able to 
take some thread and jimmy the linkage 
of the carburetor to keep it working when 

it was slipping.
I probably put another 200,000 miles 

on the car after that before selling it and 
buying another car.

It was too many years after that that I 
decided I was going to change the ther-
mostat in a 1965 Mustang I had bought.

It turns out that I did not know my 
strength and twisted a bolt off in the en-
gine block. It cost me way more to get a 
real garage to remove the broken bolt and 
install the thermostat.

My days as a mechanic were over.
But here in the last few days I relearn-

ing auto parts shopping and buying.
First my daughter’s Ford F150 devel-

oped an awful shaking in the front end 
which turned out to be in the differential.

So I did my research and bought two 
new front axels and a differential.

I did not know that these differentials 
needed to match the ratio on the truck, or 
they were unusable.

Fortunately we were able to find one 
at a salvage yard near Sutton that would 
work so I may have saved more than 
$1,000. 

I hope I did.
We also found a frill guard that would 

fit the truck for a reasonable price.
Now that’s just my daughter’s vehicle.
My wife’s Denali needed first a trans-

fer case.
Got that.
Then it needed a whole new set of fuel 

injectors all eight of them.
I did not know parts for that 6.0 GMC 

engine were the same as those used by a 
Chevy Silverado pickup. 

I do now.
And now to my Subaru saving the most 

expensive to last.
It started out with a new engine after 

my old friend decided to throw the tim-
ing chain, which basically just blew my 
engine to smithereens.

The new used engine and installation 
took more than $3,000 out of my bank 
account.

That was almost immediately followed 
by a squeaky brake which turned into the 
need for new rotors, new brake pads, new 
bearings, new this and new that at more 
than $1,000.

The mechanic said I was building a 
new car a piece at a time.

And you know what?
He was right.
Following that logic I am now looking 

to get a window switch, a couple of light 
lenses and a censor that tells how much 
oxygen the system is getting.

And I say why not?
After all it is only money.
TAKE YOUR MEDICINE: I remem-

ber I was a skinny and scrawny kid and 
because of that my mother and grand-
mother kept pouring more and more 
Geritol and Three S (SSS) Tonic down 
my throat until it finally kicked in and I 
became a robust big guy.

I think of them trying to do good things 
for me as I tried to resist just about every 
time I hear somebody downing or fight-
ing the efforts needed to bring the Ameri-
can Medicines Company (AMC) here to 
Calhoun County.

My mother and my grandmother both 
loved me and the Geritol was not all that 
bad.

And it worked.
So naysayers just clam up and take 

your Geritol. 
Those well paying jobs are good for 

Calhoun County.
Until next time stay safe but don’t live 

life in a bubble.

The Burning Springs M.E. ​ Church 
only held Sunday School as Rev. ​ Gil-
lespie was off. ​ Next week, a Gideon 
speaker will bring the message. ​

The Creston area has been experienc-
ing rain, which has brought hay harvest-
ing operations to a halt. ​ Meanwhile, in 
Ohio Amish Country, some folks have 
been putting up second-cutting alfalfa 
hay. ​

Denise Bunner’s rose bush is spectac-
ular, and milkweeds and butterfly weeds 
are at their peak, as are the Chinese 
chestnuts with their “unique” smell. ​

A Creston resident named Jackie, who 
lives on the family farm (since 1832), 
demonstrated her motorcycle skills the 
other day, so to speak, and her father has 
the video to confirm the story. ​

A local woman fell out of bed the other 
night but was not hurt. ​ It seems she was 
having a dream about being chased by an 
immense bee. ​

On Saturday, June 21, Shade Tree 
will celebrate its 10th anniversary with 
live music, all sorts of food, and special 
events. ​ Make sure to stop by and join in 
the fun. ​

For months now, local residents have 
been receiving calls about “more ben-
efits” from Medicaid/Medicare, espe-
cially from “Mary” and “John.” ​ Often, 
the calls are disguised as local numbers 
as scammers try to deceive residents. ​ 
Recently, one local resident received a 
mailer along the same lines. ​ The politi-
cal discourse often mentions the safety 
net, but the mailer depicted a healthy-
looking welfare recipient with expensive 
earphones, lounging in a hammock paid 
for by taxpayers. ​ The debate continues 
about cutting able-bodied individuals 
from welfare benefits, with questions 
about why taxpayers should support 
those who choose not to work. ​

New data has emerged suggesting that 
the COVID vaccine causes cancers and 
other diseases, and the average lifespan 
in vaccinated nations is reportedly drop-
ping. “ ​Long COVID” is also said to be 
a problem caused by the vaccine. ​ Alle-
gations have surfaced that some leaders 
knew better but failed to act responsibly. 
Concerns about vaccines for infants have 
also grown, with SIDS (Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome) reportedly linked to 
a vaccine, with deaths occurring seven 
days after the shot. ​ Testing of vaccines 
appears to be insufficient, and there is 
growing concern about the increase in 
autism. ​ Families impacted by these is-
sues are understandably taking serious 
note. ​

Dr. Fauci and his associates in govern-
ment, along with government-controlled 
media, reportedly dismissed ivermectin, 
possibly because they knew it could cure 
the “Wuhan Kung Flu,” which Fauci al-
legedly helped develop in a germ warfare 
lab. ​ Recently, the University of Wiscon-
sin published a report on Dr. William 
Campbell, who shared a Nobel Prize in 
Medicine for discovering that ivermectin 
cured river blindness. ​ Initially used to 
treat heartworm in cattle, ivermectin is 
now said to be effective in treating can-
cer. ​ At least one local resident is alive 
because his neighbor found some of the 
drug to treat the man-made virus. ​

The West Virginia State Folk Festival 
will be held on June 19 and 20 in Glen-
ville. ​ Attendees can enjoy traditional 

music performances, fiddle and banjo 
contests in the afternoons at the col-
lege auditorium, and evening programs 
featuring the best performers. ​ Square 
dancing will take place downtown by the 
bank. ​

Wilma Mowrey has been spending 
time at the Minnie Hamilton hospital 
facility. ​ Several local residents, ranging 
from young children to great-grandmoth-
ers, have tested positive for Lyme dis-
ease and are now undergoing treatment. ​ 
One local man discovered a dark spot on 
his elbow, which turned out to be a tiny 
tick that had burrowed in. ​ While he had 
encountered regular ticks over the years, 
this was a first. ​ Reports indicate a sig-
nificant increase in Lyme disease cases 
this year. ​

The West Virginia Supreme Court 
ruled favorably in cases where Antero 
and Jay Bee sought to take deductions 
not allowed in their leases. ​

Discussions about data centers in West 
Virginia seem to have “gone away.” ​ 
The state is often viewed as an energy 
colony, existing to make others wealthy 
and prosperous. ​ Meanwhile, the State 
of Ohio has approved Williams Compa-
ny’s plan to build a power plant in New 
Albany to power a Facebook AI center. ​ 
Amazon has proposed $20 billion worth 
of centers in eastern Pennsylvania, which 
has angered environmentalists who be-
lieve such projects might contribute to 
global warming. ​

Duke Energy has announced plans for 
a new gas-fired power plant in South 
Carolina, which will likely be powered 
by natural gas from West Virginia or 
transported through the state. ​ Tenaska is 
reportedly ready to start drilling its CO2 
injection well in the northern panhandle. ​ 
The gas is said to be injected into “pore 
spaces,” but it may actually be stored in 
deep brine. ​ There are questions about 
whether the company has permission 
from the proper owner to store and inject 
the gas. ​

Some local residents attended the 
breakfast hosted by Sen. Donna Boley 
at Cheryl’s. ​ The speakers were former 
Wood County Sheriff Sandy and for-
mer Washington County (Ohio) Sheriff 
Minks, who discussed current scams in 
the area and beyond. ​ The very next day, 
one attendee received a strange phone 
call about “an opened FedEx package.” ​ 
The two former sheriffs are scheduled 
to give a talk at the Creston Community 
Building at a later date. ​

Stand Energy, a local buyer of natural 
gas, noted that after 20 years of flat elec-
tricity usage, there is now an increase 
due to data centers and new industrial 
users. ​ This will necessitate the construc-
tion of new power plants to ensure reli-
able power supply. ​

The U.S. Energy Information Admin-
istration (EIA) stated that natural gas 
prices would remain in the $4 range for 
the entire year, while a banking group 
predicted prices between $3.50 and $3.75 
through 2026. ​ The NYMEX July future 
was $4.06. ​ Locally, natural gas sold for 
$2.67788/MMBTU. ​ The price of West 
Texas oil was $68.79 per barrel, while 
Brent (North Sea crude) fetched $74.23 
per barrel. ​ The conflict with Iran caused 
a significant jump in global oil prices due 
to concerns about potential interruptions 
in shipments to Europe and China. ​

For an old guy like me Father’s 
Day drive was a bit scary

Patricia Ann Knight 
Little, 75, joined our 
Lord and Savior on 
June 14, 2025 after a 
long chronic illness. 
She was born August 23, 
1949 in Calhoun County, 
a daughter of the late Wal-
ter and Louise Kight.  She 
was a resident of Sassafras 
Ridge in Calhoun County, 
a graduate of Calhoun 
County High School, a 
member of Alberts Chapel 
Church in Sand Ridge, and 
was a former employee of 

the Dollar General Store 
and a 14 year CNA at Cal-
houn General Hospital. 
Patricia is survived by her 
husband of 52 years, Don-
ald Little; son, Michael 
Little of Sassafras Ridge; 
daughters, Heather Little 
of Maryland and Leslie 
Piggott of Parkersburg; 
brothers, Alfred Kight 
of Calhoun County and 
Kenneth Kight of Me-
dina, Ohio; sister, Jeanine 
Richards of Parkersburg; 
a grandmother of five, 
Alexis Little, James Vas-
silopouslos, Eden Hol-
bert, Taylor Basnett, and 

Brooke Piggott; a great-
grandmother of four, Ivy, 
Ellenora, Oliver, and Ri-
ley Holbert; and several 
nieces and nephews.

In addition to her 
parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by a 
brother, Richard Kight. 
Service will be at 12:00 
noon on Thursday, June 
19, 2025 at the Taylor-
Vandale Funeral Home 
in Spencer, with Pastor 
Don Stilgenbauer and 
Pastor Ron Little officiat-
ing.   Visiting will be two 
hours prior to the service 
on Thursday.

Ptricia Ann Kight Little

From bathroom bleak to    
bathroom chic.

304.249.4057   |   REBATH.COM

$1,000 off a full bathroom remodel. 

PROUDLY SERVING: BLUEFIELD | BECKLEY
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Calhoun Civil Air Patrol Squadron holds 
weekly meetings on Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. at 
413 High Street Grantsville, WV.

The First Baptist Calhoun Food Pan-
try on Route 5 E outside of Grantsville is a 
non-profit food pantry open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Community Resources Incorporated 
(CRI) Food Pantry: Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.- 4 
p.m., with free USDA commodities to those 
who qualify (food pantry only) on Court 
Street.

Upper West Fork Park meetings are held 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m.

Calhoun County Park, a Night Sky Park, 
is always open - except for a special occasion 
or event that requires closing of the gate. The 
park board meets the 1st Thursday of every 
month at 6 p.m. in the park’s “barn.”

Calhoun County Historical Society meets 
at the Family History Center Museum (former 
Quality Shop) on Main Street on the second 
Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.

Calhoun County Library hours are Mon., 
Wed., and Fri., 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Tue. and 
Thur., 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Online 24 hours at 
https://calhounlib.com/.

Minnora Methodist Mission Thrift Shop 
is open Mon & Wed 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Fri 10 
– 1, providing affordable clothing and house-
hold items.

The Welfare of Animals Group (WAG) 
can assist low-income Calhoun County homes 
with 50% of their cat or dog spay/neuter fee. 
For information call 354-7042. Donations of 
dry cat food can be dropped off at Calhoun 
County Library, Grantsville. 

The Grantsville Pickleball Club plays on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights in the Town 
Park at 7:00 p.m., weather permitting.

For information on 12-Step Recovery 
Meetings and resources please contact the 
Calhoun FRN at 304-354-7177.

Mark your calendars for Heartwood in the 
Hills Homecoming on September 21, 2024 
honoring 42 years of Celebrating the Artist in 
Every Person.

Lion’s Club Bingo is held in the Lion’s 
Club Building, 103 Stump St., Grantsville, on 
the first and third Saturdays of each month at 
6 p.m.

Little Kanawha Calhoun Bus Schedule: 
Monday through Friday – Service within 
Grantsville city limits. Monday – Service to/
from Annamoriah and Creston along Route 5 
East/West. Tuesday – Service to/from Mill-
stone, Arnoldsburg, Westfork, and locations 
south. Wednesday – Central county service 
to/from Mt. Zion, Russett, and Stumptown. 
Thursday – Roundtrip service along Route 16 
North including Pleasant Hill, Nobe, Broom-
stick, and Big Springs. Roundtrip service from 
Grantsville to Parkersburg. Service between 
counties is available Monday-Friday to/from 
Grantsville. Call Toll-Free: 866-354-5522.

County Farmer’s Markets
Calhoun County Farmer’s Market, Up-

per West Fork Park, Chloe. Wednesdays 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., 

Arnoldsburg Farmer’s Market, West 
Fork Park, Arnoldsburg. Fridays 2 p.m. – 6 
p.m.

Berea Gardens Drive Thru Farmer’s 
Market, Berea Gardens, Minnora. Wednes-
days 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.

Grantsville Farmer’s Market, Season de-
tails not yet available.

To add your community service informa-
tion to this listing email contact@calhoun-
chronicle.com.

Community Notices
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HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
SUNSETTER. AMERICA’S NUMBER 
ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS GURANTEED. LeafFilter is the 
most advanced gutter protection for 
your home, backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-844-295-2840 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors and military save an additional 

10%. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer details.

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today!

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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June 15, 1876: Attor-
ney and civil rights activ-
ist T. G. Nutter was born in 
Maryland. ​ The first Black 
delegate from Kanawha 
County, he helped estab-
lish Lakin State Hospital 
and other institutions for 
Blacks and crafted an anti-
lynching law. ​ 

June 15, 1880: Musi-
cian “Blind Alfred” Reed 
was born in Floyd County, 
Virginia, though he spent 
most of his life in West 
Virginia. ​ He composed 
and recorded some of 
the most creative topical 
country songs on Victor 
Records between 1927 
and 1929. ​ 

June 15, 1963: The 
Cass Scenic Railroad took 
its first passenger trip dur-
ing the state’s Centennial 
celebration. ​ 

June 16, 1842: Marga-
ret Agnew Blennerhassett, 
wife of Harman Blenner-
hassett, died in poverty in 
New York City. ​ She lived 
from 1800 to 1806 in a 
grand 16-room mansion 
she and her husband had 
constructed on an Ohio 
River island near present-
day Parkersburg. ​ She and 
her son, Harman Jr., were 
reburied on Blennerhas-
sett Island in 1996. ​ 

June 17, 1813: General 
Thomas Maley Harris was 
born at present-day Har-
risville. ​ He rose to promi-
nence after the Civil War 
when he served on the 
military commission that 
tried conspirators who 
acted with John Wilkes 
Booth to assassinate Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln. ​ 

June 17, 1916: The 
West Virginia High School 
Athletic Association was 
organized at Charleston 
with 11 charter members. ​ 
Its name was changed to 
the West Virginia Sec-
ondary School Activities 
Commission in 1955. ​ 

June 17, 1961: A 
Wayne County bridge was 
named in honor of TV 
newsman David Brinkley. ​ 
The bridge’s condition 
had become a news item 
during the 1960 presiden-
tial primary; state officials 
closed the bridge, repaired 
it, and invited Brinkley to 
return for the ceremony 
officially naming it the 
“Brinkley Bridge.” ​ 

June 18, 1937: Jay 

Rockefeller was born in 
New York City. ​ He served 
as West Virginia’s 29th 
governor from 1977 to 
1985 and in the U.S. Sen-
ate from 1985 to 2015. ​

 June 18, 1944: It’s 
Wheeling Steel aired its 
last program. ​ A half-hour 
musical variety radio pro-
gram that drew upon tal-
ented Wheeling Steel em-
ployees and families, the 
show ran eight years and 
was broadcast nationally. ​ 

June 19, 1905: Senator 
Rush Dew Holt was born 
in Weston. ​ At 29, Holt 
was the youngest person 
ever elected to the U.S. 
Senate, earning him the 
nickname “Boy Senator.” 
Since the Constitution sets 
30 as the minimum age 
for senators, Holt had to 
wait until his birthday in 
June 1935 to take his seat, 
nearly six months into the 
74th Congress. ​ 

June 19, 1909: Oak 
Park, an amusement 
park in Preston County, 
opened. ​ The park was an 
easy ride from Morgan-
town and helped fill up 
trains on weekends and 
holidays. ​ On one sum-
mer day in 1909, 14 trains 
brought more than 4,000 
people to the park. ​ 

June 20, 1861: Francis 
Pierpont was unanimously 
elected governor of the 
unionist Reorganized 
Government of Virginia, 
which sat at Wheeling un-
til West Virginia entered 
the Union two years later. ​ 

June 20, 1863: West 
Virginia became the 35th 
state. ​ Arthur Boreman 
was the state’s first gov-
ernor. ​ 

June 20, 1932: The 
West Virginia capitol was 
officially dedicated. ​ Con-
struction had begun in 
1924. ​ 

June 20, 1963: On the 
100th birthday of West 
Virginia, President John F. 
Kennedy made his last ap-
pearance in West Virginia. ​ 
Speaking in Charleston 
in a pouring rain, he said, 
“The sun does not always 
shine in West Virginia, but 
the people always do.” ​ 

June 20, 1970: The 
play Hatfields and Mc-
Coys opened at Grand-
view State Park amphi-
theater. ​ Written by Billy 
Edd Wheeler with music 
by Ewel Cornett, the show 
joined Honey in the Rock 
as a regular summer offer-
ing. 

​ June 21, 1920: Wheel-
ing Steel Corporation was 
organized when La Belle 
Iron Works, Whitaker-
Glessner Company, and 
Wheeling Steel & Iron 
Works combined. ​ In the 
1920s, Wheeling Steel em-
ployed more than 17,000 
workers and ranked as 
the nation’s third-largest 
steelmaker. ​

 June 21, 1959: Musi-
cian Kathy Mattea was 
born in South Charleston 
but grew up in nearby 
Cross Lanes. ​ She rose to 
country music stardom in 
the 1980s. ​ Since 2021, 
she has hosted the Moun-

tain Stage radio program. ​ 
June 22, 1926: Earl Ol-

gebay died in Cleveland. ​ 
He was one of West Vir-
ginia’s most successful in-
dustrialists and a generous 
benefactor. ​ 

June 22, 1949: Artist 
Paula Clendenin was born 
in Cedar Grove, Kanawha 
County. ​ She has earned 
national acclaim for her 
paintings, richly col-
ored, textured shapes that 
merge West Virginia’s 
mountain landscape with 
mystical and spiritual 
symbols. ​ 

June 23, 1944: A tor-
nado struck Shinnston 
and the surrounding area, 
killing 103 people and in-
juring hundreds more. ​ 

June 23, 1952: The 
Toledo Mud Hens moved 
to West Virginia’s capital 
city, making the Charles-
ton Senators part of the 
Class AAA American As-
sociation for the first time. ​ 

June 23, 2016: Eight 
inches of rain fell in a 
12-hour period. ​ The 
Meadow, Cherry, and Elk 
rivers, as well as Howard 
Creek, flooded down-
towns and The Greenbrier 
resort, killing 23 people. ​ 

June 24, 1842: Au-
thor Ambrose Bierce was 
born. ​ Bierce found the 
setting for some of his fa-
mous short stories in the 
mountains of Civil War-
era West Virginia. ​ 

June 25, 1811: Bridge 
builder Lemuel Che-
noweth was born near 
Beverly, Randolph Coun-
ty. ​ His many bridges 
also included the earliest 
covered bridge at Beverly 
and the famous Philippi 
covered bridge. ​ 

June 25, 1950: The 
Korean War began when 
the armies of Commu-
nist North Korea pushed 
across the 38th parallel 
into South Korea. ​ Army 
private Kenneth Shadrick 
of Wyoming County was 
among the first U.S. ser-
vicemen killed in action 
on July 5, 1950.
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Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of 
summer 
Those days of soda and pretzels and beer 
Roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of 
summer 
You’ll wish that summer could always be 
here

Nat King Cole
The summer solstice is one of nature’s 

most fascinating phenomena, marking 
the longest day of the year and the of-
ficial start of summer in the Northern 
Hemisphere. ​ It is a moment when the 
Sun reaches its highest and northern-
most point in the sky, a result of Earth’s 
tilted axis and elliptical orbit around the 
Sun. ​ This astronomical event has been 
celebrated and studied for centuries, in-
spiring traditions, scientific inquiry, and 
cultural significance across the globe.

The word “solstice” comes from the 
Latin words sol (sun) and sistere (to 
stand still). ​ On this day, the Sun appears 
to pause in its journey across the sky, 
rising and setting at nearly the same lo-
cation on the horizon for a brief period. 
This “standstill” effect occurs because 
the Sun has reached its northernmost 
point relative to the celestial equator. ​ 
After the solstice, the Sun’s apparent 
path begins to reverse, moving south-
ward as the days gradually shorten. ​

For those living near the Tropic of 
Cancer, the summer solstice is particu-
larly remarkable. ​ At local noon, the Sun 
is directly overhead, casting no shad-
ow—a rare occurrence that highlights 
the Sun’s unique position in the sky. ​ 
North of the Tropic of Cancer, shadows 
are at their shortest of the year, a visual 
reminder of the Sun’s dominance during 
this season. ​

The timing of the solstice varies 
slightly each year, falling between June 
20 and June 22. ​ This variation is due 
to the difference between the Gregorian 

calendar, which has 365 days, and the 
tropical year, which is approximately 
365.242 days. ​ Leap years and other 
factors, such as gravitational influences 
from the Moon and planets, also con-
tribute to the shifting date. ​

While the summer solstice is the lon-
gest day of the year, it is not necessarily 
the hottest. ​ This is due to a phenomenon 
called seasonal temperature lag. ​ Earth’s 
oceans and land absorb the Sun’s energy 
and release it slowly over time, meaning 
the peak summer temperatures often oc-
cur weeks after the solstice, in late July 
or August. ​

Throughout history, the summer sol-
stice has been a time of celebration and 
reflection. Ancient cultures built monu-
ments to track the Sun’s movements, 
such as Stonehenge in England and the 
pyramids of Egypt. These structures 
align with the Sun’s position during sol-
stices, demonstrating the importance of 
this event in early astronomy and agri-
culture.

Modern celebrations of the solstice 
often include festivals, bonfires, and 
feasts. ​ In Sweden, people gather for 
Midsummer’s Day, dancing around 
maypoles and enjoying the first straw-
berries of the season. ​ In Latvia, Mid-
summer’s Eve is marked by bonfires 
and the search for a mythical fern flower 
said to bring good luck. ​ These traditions 
reflect humanity’s enduring connection 
to the rhythms of nature. ​

The summer solstice is not just a day 
of cultural significance; it is also a re-
minder of Earth’s intricate relationship 
with the Sun. The tilt of Earth’s axis, its 
orbit, and the interplay of celestial forc-
es create the seasons, shaping life on our 
planet. ​ By understanding and celebrat-
ing the solstice, we honor the natural 
cycles that sustain us and connect us to 
the cosmos. ​

Summer solstice marks longest 
day of the year

Courtesy Ridgeview News ​
Grantsville Town Council met for its 

regular June meeting on Monday, June 
9, 2025, led by Recorder Emily Col-
lins in the absence of Mayor Robert 
Petrovsky. ​ Council members attending 
were Rissa Staples, Emilee Morgan, 
Courtney Alexander, Linda Staton, and 
Cheryl Sturm. ​

Mrs. Collins reported the lighting at 
the Grantsville Water Plant had been 
replaced for $1,274.42 and $1,993.00 
for installation. ​ Additional issues were 
discovered when troubleshooting the 
lighting by the river, as well as the 
lighting at the tank to ensure the safety 
of staff and customers using the water 
sales area, which added an additional 
$2,270.00 to the bill. ​

Meeting minutes were approved with 
corrections for both the May 5 and May 
14, 2025, meetings. ​

Under Mayor’s Communications, 
Mrs. Collins read the resignation of 
Manager Melissa Keener, effective June 
30, 2025. ​ A motion to accept her res-
ignation was approved. ​ Ms. Keener’s 
position will have to be approved by the 
incoming council on July 1, and it is to 
be an appointed position by incoming 
Mayor John Villines. ​

The new council must take their oath 
within 20 days of the election canvass-
ing, which occurred at the June 9, 2025, 
meeting. ​

The FRN was given a check from the 
town for $711.00 following their re-
quest for opioid funding that had been 
promised previously. ​ The FRN also re-
quested $5,000 from funding received 
for the Pfizer Lipitor settlement given to 
the City of Grantsville but was denied. ​ 
Mrs. Collins read a letter received from 
the Attorney General’s Office, Chief of 
Staff, who sent confirmation that the 
Lipitor money can be spent by the Town 
of Grantsville in whatever way they 
determine. ​ According to Collins, the 
town paid the street light bill, electric, 
and other bills due, which their general 
fund was unable to meet. ​ A letter from 
the WV State Auditor was also received 
stating there were no restrictions on the 
spending of the Pfizer Lipitor funding. ​

When a member of the audience 
asked why the residents of the town 
were never advised or had the opportu-
nity to provide input on how the $5,000 
should be spent, Mrs. Collins informed 
him that the people “they” elected had 
made the decision. ​ The money was re-
ceived on April 30, 2025. ​

Canvassing of the municipal election 
was done in the presence of all those 
attending, including Sarah Smith from 
the Secretary of State’s Office. ​ Re-
corder Emily Collins read the ballots 
while Linda Staton and Cheryl Sturm 
tallied the count. ​ A bond of $300 was 
established should anyone want an ad-

ditional recount, which will have to be 
requested within 48 hours of the can-
vassing. ​

Following the canvass, a final elec-
tion result was declared at 7:34 p.m. for 
the following:

Mayor: John Villines ​
Recorder: Shannon Waldron ​
Councilwoman: Tonya Cunningham ​
Councilwoman: Emilee Morgan ​
Councilwoman: Jessica Metz ​
Councilwoman: Chasity Shock ​
Councilwoman: Rissa Staples ​
The city has planned a Park Fun Day 

on June 28, 2025, open to the entire 
community. ​ The event will have fam-
ily fun and food from 2–8 p.m., with a 
movie to follow, and is a free event. ​

Cheryl Sturm told the council that 
she had been contacted by wood crafts-
man David Gerlach regarding the City 
Park signs framing. ​ He had been un-
able to have it done at the Career Cen-
ter before it closed for the summer. ​ He 
built the frames himself and will advise 
the council later on what they owe for 
his efforts. ​

Before the City Fun Day, the City 
Council approved the purchase of an 
umbrella to go onto one of the park 
tables. ​ There is currently $1,733.89 in 
the park account. ​

Another settlement will be received 
by the city from PFAS (per- and poly-
fluoroalkyl substances), commonly 
known as “forever chemicals.” PFAS 
include perfluorooctane sulfonate 
(PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid 
(PFOA). ​ These chemicals have been 
used for various industrial purposes for 
years, including use in firefighting foam 
products used to put out chemical fires. ​ 
The city is set to receive $8,200.00 to 
be used for something pertaining to wa-
ter or infrastructure. ​ In their meeting 
discussion, it appears they plan to use 
the money to pay for buildings recently 
purchased for the water company. ​ It 
should also be noted that there is now 
an additional test required for the water 
plant to test for PFAS in the water. ​

The current balances of the Town of 
Grantsville financials reported by Mrs. 
Collins are account balances as of May 
31, 2025:

Water: $34,597.60 ​
General: $2,593.97 ​
Sewer: $7,370.94 ​
The town has recently received no-

tice of future funding in the amount of 
$50,000.00 to build internal capacity 
to better meet their community’s eco-
nomic needs.

In June 2025, READY Local Gov-
ernments awarded over $2.8 million 
to 59 local governments representing 
12 Appalachian states. ​ Recipients will 
use funding to build internal capacity 
to better meet their communities’ eco-
nomic development needs. ​

City Council Canvasses 
2025 Municipal Election 
at June Council Meeting ​

The Calhoun County Commission is 
set to convene for its regular meeting on 
Monday, June 23, 2025, at 2:00 PM. ​ The 
meeting will take place at the Commis-
sion’s office in Grantsville and will feature 
a packed agenda addressing both ongoing 
and new initiatives aimed at improving the 
county. ​

The session will begin with the Pledge of 
Allegiance, followed by a prayer, and the 
official call to order. ​ Special recognitions 
will be made to honor County Commis-
sioners Kevin Helmick and Roger Propst 
for their contributions to the community. ​

Delegations and requests will include a 
broadband update from Melissa O’Brien, 
Manager of External Affairs at Citynet, 
highlighting efforts to expand internet ac-
cess in the region. ​

The Commission will then address un-
finished business, including the approval 
of orders to adopt two key ordinances: one 
concerning unsafe structures and another 
regarding salvage yards. ​ These measures 
aim to enhance public safety and improve 
the county’s infrastructure.

New business items will focus on com-
munity support and public safety. ​ The 
Commission will consider donating a po-
lice cruiser to the Calhoun/Gilmer Career 
Center, a request for no-touch drug testing 
equipment, and a proclamation for “WV 
Goes Purple,” recognizing National Re-
covery Month in September 2025. ​

Appointments to boards and authorities 

will also be discussed, including the selec-
tion of representatives for the Benefits Ad-
visory Board. ​ The meeting will conclude 
with personnel matters before adjourn-
ment. ​

The next meeting is scheduled for July 
14, 2025, with the time to be announced. ​

Agenda 
Pledge of Allegiance Followed by 

Prayer ​ 
II. Call to Order ​ 
III. Special Recognitions 
County Commissioner, Kevin Helmick ​ 

b. County Commissioner, Roger Propst ​ 
IV. Delegations/Requests a. Broadband 

Update – Melissa O’Brien, Manager of 
External Affairs, Citynet ​ 

Unfinished Business ​ a. Approval of Or-
der to Adopt Unsafe Structure Ordinance ​ 
b. Approval of Order to Adopt Salvage 
Yard Ordinance ​ 

VI. New Business a. Consider Request 
to Donate Police Cruiser to Calhoun/
Gilmer Career Center ​ b. Consider Re-
quest for No-Touch Drug Testing Equip-
ment ​ c. Consider Proclamation for WV 
Goes Purple (National Recovery Month 
Sept. 2025) ​ 

VII. Appointments to Boards and Au-
thorities ​ a. Benefits Advisory Board ​ i. 
County Commissioner ii. Employee Rep-
resentatives (2) ​ 

VIII. Personnel 
IX. Adjournment – Next Meeting: July 

14, 2025

Calhoun County Commission 
Prepares for June 23 Meeting ​
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SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-888-485-5756 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

The Calhoun Football Golf Invitational at Glenville 
Country Club brought together talented golfers for a day 
of friendly competition and camaraderie. The event show-
cased impressive performances across various categories. ​

First Place Winners ​ The team of Zac Yeager, Casey 
Staples, Kevin Yeager Jr., and Shawn Hillegas claimed 
the top spot, demonstrating exceptional skill and team-
work throughout the tournament. ​

Second Place Winners ​ Cody Smith, Nathan Allison, 
Mike Francis, and Braylon Mincher secured second place 
with their strong performance on the course.

Third Place Winners ​ Jeff Owens, Seth Jarvis, Wes 
Spiker, and Josh Deweese rounded out the top three, earn-
ing third place with their consistent play. ​

Special Awards
Closest to Pin: Braylon Mincher showcased precision 

and accuracy, earning the Closest to Pin award. ​
Longest Putts: Lee Summers displayed remarkable 

putting skills, taking home the Longest Putts award. ​
The event was a great success, celebrating the spirit of 

competition and community. Congratulations to all the 
participants!

Calhoun Football Golf Invitational Results ​

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) has announced that applications are now be-
ing accepted for a controlled waterfowl hunt at the Mc-
Clintic Wildlife Management Area (WMA) near Point 
Pleasant in Mason County. ​ Hunters interested in partici-
pating must submit their applications online at WVhunt.
com by midnight on August 15. ​

The controlled hunt is scheduled to take place from 
October 4-12, coinciding with the first segment of West 
Virginia’s waterfowl season. ​ Participants will be selected 
through a lottery system and assigned a specific hunting 
day and designated area. ​ There is no fee to apply for the 
hunt. ​

“Controlled hunts like this are an important part of our 
mission to manage wildlife resources responsibly, while 
also giving hunters access to high-quality hunting experi-
ences,” said WVDNR Director Brett McMillion. ​

Successful applicants will be notified by mail by the 
second week of September. ​ Selected hunters are allowed 
to bring one guest and must report to the McClintic WMA 
office by 6 a.m. on their assigned hunting day. ​ The WMA 
also offers a shooting station for hunters with disabilities. ​

For those not selected in the lottery, there is still an op-
portunity to participate. ​ Hunters can sign in at the WMA 
office on the morning of each hunt day to claim any unas-
signed shooting stations. ​

Additional information about waterfowl hunting and 
season dates will be available in the 2025-2026 Migra-
tory Bird Regulations, which can be accessed at WVDNR 
offices or online at WVdnr.gov by the end of August. ​

WVDNR Opens 
Applications for 

Controlled Waterfowl 
Hunt at McClintic WMA ​

First Place Winners 

Calhoun County’s baseball talent was well-represented in 
the Class A honors, showcasing the skill and dedication of 
its players. Among the standout athletes, Landon Church, 
a senior infielder, earned a spot on the Second Team, high-
lighting his contributions to the team’s success throughout 
the season. Additionally, Reese Schoolcraft received Hon-
orable Mention recognition, further emphasizing the depth 

of talent in Calhoun County’s baseball program. ​
These accolades reflect the hard work and commitment of 

Calhoun County players, who continue to make their mark 
in Class A baseball. ​

List of Calhoun County Players:
Landon Church - Second Team (Infielder, Senior)
Reese Schoolcraft - Honorable Mention

Calhoun County Players Shine in Class A Baseball Honors

West Virginia’s journey to statehood was unlike any 
other, shaped by regional tensions, the Civil War, and 
political maneuvering. ​ The story begins with disputes 
over Virginia’s borders dating back to the 17th century. ​ 
Although the Virginia Constitution of 1776 solidified 
the borders, it did not resolve the frustrations of west-
ern Virginians, who felt underrepresented due to voting 
rights tied to property ownership. ​

The divide between eastern and western Virginia 
reached a breaking point in 1861 when Virginia seced-
ed from the Union following the Battle of Fort Sumter 
and President Abraham Lincoln’s call for troops. ​ On 
April 17, 1861, Virginia’s legislature passed the Order 
of Secession, and the citizens ratified it on May 23. ​ In 
response, pro-Union western Virginians formed the Re-
stored Government of Virginia on June 17, establishing 
a separate government loyal to the Union with its capital 
in Wheeling. ​

In August 1861, the Restored Government approved 
the creation of a new state, West Virginia. ​ The U.S. 
Constitution required Virginia’s consent for the forma-
tion of a new state from its territory, which the Restored 
Government provided. ​ Delegates approved the West 
Virginia Constitution on February 18, 1862, and Sena-
tor Waitman T. Willey introduced a bill to Congress for 
West Virginia’s admission to the Union. ​ Willey pro-
posed an amendment requiring the gradual emancipa-
tion of slaves in the state. ​ Congress approved the bill, 
and President Lincoln signed it on December 31, 1862. 
West Virginia ratified its revised constitution on March 
26, 1863, and Lincoln proclaimed June 20, 1863, as the 
official date of statehood. ​

West Virginia’s statehood was not without challenges. ​ 
Berkeley and Jefferson Counties voted to join West Vir-
ginia in February 1863, but Virginia contested the trans-
fer, claiming Union troops influenced the vote. ​ The de-
bate persisted until Congress officially recognized the 
transfer in 1866, and the U.S. Supreme Court affirmed 
the decision in 1871. ​

On June 20, 1863, West Virginia became the 35th 
state, marking the only permanent territorial change re-
sulting directly from the Civil War. ​ Governor Arthur 
Boreman referred to West Virginia as a “child of the re-
bellion,” highlighting its unique and unprecedented path 
to statehood.

West Virginia’s creation during the Civil War was a 
unique and contentious event. ​ On June 20, 1863, the 
U.S. government officially formed the state of West Vir-
ginia from 50 western counties of Virginia. ​ This de-
cision was driven by Unionist sentiment in Wheeling, 
Virginia, and approved by Congress and President Abra-
ham Lincoln. ​ However, the process involved limited 
participation from the citizens of the new state, leaving 
many counties and individuals still loyal to Virginia and 
the Confederacy. ​

Divided Loyalties
The population of the 50 counties in 1861 included 

355,544 whites, 2,782 freemen, 18,371 slaves, 79,515 
voters, and 67,721 men of military age. ​ Despite being 
considered a Union state, West Virginia had a significant 
Confederate presence. ​ Half of its soldiers enlisted in 
the Confederate army, making it the only border state 
where Union forces did not dominate military enlist-
ments. ​ Guerrilla warfare and civil unrest persisted in 
the state, with Union troops remaining until 1869 to 
maintain order. ​

Secession Sentiment
When Virginia debated secession from the United 

States, support for the Confederacy varied across the re-

gions that would become West Virginia. ​ Counties bor-
dering Ohio and Pennsylvania leaned toward Unionism, 
while central and southern counties showed stronger 
Confederate sympathies. ​ Public meetings advocating 
“Southern Rights” were held in at least 21 counties, and 
24 of the 50 counties voted in favor of secession. ​ Con-
federate recruitment was particularly strong in counties 
like Putnam, Cabell, Kanawha, and Wayne, where state 
pride and resistance to outside interference fueled enlist-
ments. ​

Confederate Leadership and Contributions
West Virginia produced notable Confederate leaders, 

including Stonewall Jackson, Albert Gallatin Jenkins, 
and John McCausland. Jackson, born in Clarksburg, be-
came one of the Confederacy’s most revered generals. ​ 
Jenkins and McCausland led raids and recruited soldiers 
within the state. West Virginia volunteers contributed to 
numerous Confederate regiments, battalions, and artil-
lery units, with an estimated 20,000–22,000 serving in 
Confederate forces. ​

Political Representation
Despite the formation of West Virginia, many elected 

officials from its counties remained loyal to Virginia and 
the Confederate government. ​ Delegates and senators 

represented these counties in the General Assembly of 
Virginia throughout the war. ​ Confederate postal servic-
es and currency were also active in secessionist coun-
ties, though disrupted by the ongoing conflict. ​

Civilian Impact and Guerrilla Warfare ​
The war brought significant hardship to civilians in 

West Virginia. ​ Union and Confederate forces engaged 
in raids, counter-raids, and guerrilla warfare, often leav-
ing destruction in their wake. ​ Civilians faced arrests, 
relocations, and property losses. ​ Union forces, under 
leaders like Gen. George Crook, adopted harsh mea-
sures to suppress guerrilla activity, including burning 
homes and farms. ​

Post-War Challenges
Even after the Confederate surrender, unrest contin-

ued in West Virginia. ​ Guerrilla fighters like “Rebel Bill” 
Smith disregarded the peace, and Union troops were re-
quired to address disturbances until 1868. ​ The state’s 
divided loyalties during the war left a lasting legacy, 
shaping its political and social landscape for years to 
come. ​

West Virginia’s Civil War history is a testament to the 
complexities of loyalty, identity, and survival in a border 
state torn between Union and Confederate allegiances. ​

West Virginia 
Statehood: A Unique 
Path to Becoming the 

35th State ​

The Confederate Government of West Virginia: A Complex Civil War History ​




