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The Grantsville Town Council 
meets the first Monday of every month in the city 

building on Main Street at 6 p.m. 
The Calhoun County Commission 

meets the second Monday of every month in the 
Calhoun Courthouse meeting room at 9 a.m.

The Calhoun County School Board 
meets the second Monday of every month at 5:50 

p.m. in the school board office at Mt. Zion.

2025  cont. on page 8

Jan. 2, 2025: Two people were shot 
and killed in rural Calhoun County and 
Pennsylvania resident Noah Tribioli was 
arrested and charged with murder. The 
victims were identified as Tribioli’s step-
mother and her aunt.

Jan. 9, 2025: Man High School had a 
6-10 center and when Calhoun played the 
Hillbillies Dan Morris told his 6-2 son 
Cooper that if he out-jumped the much 
taller Man center he would give him 
$100. Cooper did and Dan did.

Jan. 16, 2025: Grantsville Mayor Rob-
ert Petrovsky and members of the Grants-
ville Volunteer Fire Department got into 
a heated argument about whether or not 
the GVFD stole water from the town.

Jan. 23, 2025: Grantsville Mayor Rob-
ert Petrovsky declined to run for another 
term as mayor when candidates for the 
June municipal election were announced. 
Three other people did file for the office.

Jan. 30, 2025: Calhoun Solid Waste 
Authority Director Lisa Cooper was a 
happy camper when the organization was 
able to pick up a new piece of equipment 
– a bobcat through the WVDEPREAP 
grant program. 

Feb. 6, 2025: Two longtime stalwarts – 
Ron Blankenship and Jean Simers -- both 
stepped down from leadership positions 
on the Minnie Hamilton Health System 
(MHHS) Board of Directors. They re-
mained on the board, however.

Feb. 13, 2025: Calhoun County had 
multiple roads affected by flooding, how-
ever major flooding was spared when the 
water crested below the flood stage in 
Grantsville at 33.26 feet around 1 a.m. 

Feb. 20. 2025: The Calhoun County 
Commission ran an advertisement seek-
ing an individual to serve as a county 
administrator as the first professional ad-
ministrator is Calhoun County history.

Feb. 27, 2025: Calhoun High School 
announced its 2025 football schedule 
which features games against four play-
off teams – Wirt, Valley of Wetzel, Clay 
and Wahama – as the Red Devils try to 
end 25-game losing streak.

March 6, 2025: Jenifer Randolph be-
came the first administrator in Calhoun 
County history and as such the first pro-
fessional put in charge of the business of 
the county. She had previously worked in 
the same position for Roane County.

March 13, 2025: Minnie Hamilton 
Health System entered Phase Two of its 
multistage construction and renovation 
project. This phase includes the addition 
of approximately 28,000 square feet of 
new space.

March 20, 2025: The Gilmer County’s 
girls team hammered Tug Valley 66-22 
in the Class A state championship game 
and just about everyone here in Calhoun 
County cheered on the Titans.

March 27, 2025: A fire on High Street 
in Grantsville brought about questions 
about the safety of the fire hydrants con-
nected to the water lines of the Town 
of Grantsville and the Mount Zion and 
Pleasant Hill public service districts. 

April 3, 2025: Three members of the 
Calhoun High School boys’ basketball 
team and one member of the Red Devils 
girls’ basketball team have been honored 
by the Little Kanawha Conference.

April 10, 2025: Flow tests to accurate-
ly color-code their fire hydrants, provid-
ing firefighters with the water-flow capa-
bilities of each fire hydrant were planned 
with the hydrants being color coded ac-
cording to water flow.

April 17. 2025: Jeffrey Allen Brannon, 
a former school bus driver, appeared in 
court to plead guilty in a case stemming 
from a tragic 2023 accident that left mul-
tiple Calhoun County schoolchildren in-

jured. 
April 24, 2025: A mechanic’s lien was 

filed by The Viking Group, Inc., against 
the 1982 Foundation for $858,591.44, 
along with accrued and continuing inter-
est. The 1982 Foundation filed a counter-
suit for $1,846,566.53 against the Viking 
Group.

May 1, 2025: The Little Assassins – 
Josie Montgomery and Savannah Cun-
ningham  -- hold most of the basketball 
and track records for Calhoun girls’ 
sports in a report presented by Calhoun 
sports historian Robert Bonar.

May 8, 2025: Robert Bonar’s look into 
Calhoun athletic records turned to foot-
ball where the name Wayne Underwood 
dominated the record book as the Red 
Devils’ winningest coach ever. 

May 15, 2025: Nine civil lawsuits were 
filed against bus driver Jeffrey Brannon 
and Calhoun County Schools over a bus 
accident at Mount Zion March 4, 2024, in 
which 19 students were injured.

May 22, 2025: Martha Haymaker an-
nounced her retirement as CEO of Cal-
houn Banks after a 43-year career in the 
banking business. She will continue as 
a member of the board of directors. She 
was replaced by Bruce Fitzwater.

May 29, 2025: Valedictorian Lauren 
Lovejoy led the Calhoun County High 
School Class of 2025 across the stage 
in its last act as high school students at 
graduation ceremonies at Mount Zion.

June 5, 2025: Larry and Vickie Baker 
were named Parade Marshals of the 63rd 
Wood Festival. The Bakers are longtime 
Calhoun residents. He teaches at Glen-
ville State University, and she is a state 
education coordinator.

June 12, 2025: John Villines was 
elected mayor of Grantsville as the town 

Courtesy Ridgeview News
In a complaint filed on Dec. 17, 

2025, by Sergeant K.M. ​ Williams of 
the Grantsville WV Detachment of the 
WV State Police, a current and a former 
city official’s altercation has once again 
placed Calhoun County on the state stage 
of embarrassing debacles for Calhoun 
County citizens. ​

In his complaint, Sgt. ​ Williams stated 
that on Nov. 19, 2025, at approximately 
10:30 a.m., he was backing into a parking 
spot in front of 362 Main Street, Grants-
ville, WV 26147, Calhoun County. ​ At 
that time, he observed Emily Collins and 
Marissa Staples in a verbal argument on 
the sidewalk between the Grantsville 
City Building and the State Police De-
tachment. ​ Mrs. Staples had a receipt in 
her hand, at which time Emily Collins 
swung her right arm and struck the paper, 
knocking the paper from Mrs. ​ Staples’ 
hand. ​

Mrs. Staples picked the paper up and 
brought it to Sgt. ​ Williams, informing 
him that it was the receipt Mrs. Collins 
had requested. ​

As Mrs. Staples then started walking 
toward the City Building, Mrs. Collins 
yelled at her. ​ Mrs. Staples then turned 
around, walked back toward Mrs. Col-

lins, and began yelling and pointing her 
finger at Mrs. Collins. ​ This officer told 
them that was enough and separated the 
parties, who then went their separate 
ways. ​

On Dec. 3, 2025, this officer spoke 
with the Calhoun Prosecutor Michael 
Hicks, who reviewed the incident and 
advised that both parties needed to have 
charges filed for assault, and so it was. ​

Both Councilwoman Marissa Staples 
and former Grantsville Town Recorder 
Emily Collins have been charged with 
assault according to WV Code §61-2-
9b (b), which states that any person who 
unlawfully attempts to commit a violent 
injury to the person of another or unlaw-
fully commits an act that places another 
in reasonable apprehension of immedi-
ately receiving a violent injury is guilty 
of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be confined in jail for not 
more than six months or fined not more 
than $100, or both fined and confined. ​

Both Staples and Collins were arrested 
and released on $500 bonds. ​ Hearings 
have been scheduled for 10:30 a.m. on 
Feb. 2, 2026, for Emily Collins and 1:00 
p.m. on Feb. 2, 2026, for Marissa Staples. ​

Both defendants are innocent until 
proven guilty.

By Gaylen Duskey
The Calhoun County Commission 

recently decided to honor one person 
each year as its Citizen of the Year feel-
ing such an honoree would paint a posi-
tive image for the county and perhaps 
grow into a very meaningful award.

The possibility exists of working 
with the Calhoun Historical Society for 
display space at its headquarters and 
the possibility of creating a Calhoun 
County Hall of Fame with such pos-
sible honorees as Congressional Medal 
of Honor winner Bernard Pius Bell and 
former Congressman Robert Mollahan.

In its first year of existence four 
people were nominated and in the end 
the commission selected retired family 
court judge Larry Whited for the honor.

Whited was one of four nominees 
celebrated for their dedication and ser-
vice to the community, alongside Bren-
da Bush, Crystal Mersh, and Donnie 

Pitts. ​ Each nominee was praised for 
their tireless efforts in making a posi-
tive impact on Calhoun County. ​

The Commission faced the challeng-
ing task of selecting one individual for 
the prestigious award. ​ 

Ultimately, they chose Whited for his 
unwavering commitment to volunteer-
ing on multiple projects throughout the 
county. ​ His contributions as a commu-
nity leader, offering wisdom and guid-
ance to various committees, boards, 
and meetings, have made a lasting im-
pression on the region. ​

Whited accepted the award from 
Commissioners Eric Lupardus, Craig 
Arthur, and Lee Rush, who commend-
ed his selfless service and dedication to 
improving the lives of those in Calhoun 
County. ​ His recognition serves as a 
testament to the power of community 
involvement, and the difference one 
person can make.

Larry Whited Honored as Calhoun 
County Citizen of the Year ​

Grantsville’s Political Behaviors 
Continue to Draw Attention 

Across the State

2025 That Was The Week 
That Was
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Creston 
News
by Alvin Engelke 
Phone 275-3578

1) Opinion Editorials (Op-Eds) 
and Letters to the Editor may contain 
constructive criticisms, thoughts, 
and observations based on reliable 
information. Each submission is 
reviewed and accepted on an indi-
vidual basis. 

2) Discourse should be generally 
respectful, without profanity, rooted 
in fact, professionally presented (sat-
ire is acceptable), and written by the 
person submitting. All submissions 
are subject to revision concerning 

writing mechanics, space available, 
and accuracy.

3) Editorial staff reserves the right 
to contact others concerning the sub-
ject matter to balance the presenta-
tion of the issue and/or concern. 

3) Phone numbers must be includ-
ed to facilitate editorial questions 
and fact-checking processes. 

Editorials, letters to the editor, 
press releases, meeting notices, and 
announcements can be sent to con-
tact@calhounchronicle.com.

Letter from the Editor

GRANTSVILLE HARDMAN’S 
IS NOW SELLING GE AND 

WHIRLPOOL/MAYTAG 
APPLIANCES.  

Customers can come in today 
to see our displays and  

discuss ordering options.  
We offer special financing as well. 

Facebook.com/hardmansgrantsville  |  558 S. Calhoun Hwy; Grantsville, WV

304-354-6132 

New Year!
New Appliances!!

 
The cold weather went away [at 

least for a while] and on Sunday one 
could observe flowers on chickweed.

The Parkersburg Area Community 
Foundation folks were in Creston on 
December 23 to announce that $17,000 
had been awarded to the Creston Com-
munity Building to replace the origi-
nal roof on the old school house.

Christmas was celebrated by several 
local families with family gatherings.

The diminished number of birds this 
winter continues to be a matter of con-
cern, considering all the talk of “bird 
flu”.   Have Dr. Fauci’s buddies been 
busy spending taxpayer dollars?   Fi-
nally a cardinal showed up at one lo-
cal bird feeder.

Local residents motored to the Cal-
houn County Park, the Parkersburg 
City Park and Point Pleasant & Gal-
lipolis Ohio to observe the Christmas 
lights. All are worth the trip!!!

For two years deer hunters have ob-
served game camera pictures of the lo-
cal buck with “drop tines”.  Then, this 
year he wasn’t seen.  Some thought he 
was the victim of a poacher but then 
his carcass was found near a stream.  
His antlers were still in the velvet 
which means he died from the “new” 
virus that decimated the local deer 
herd.

Esther Ruth Smith, age 89, died in 
the nursing home in Elizabeth.   She 
was a daughter of Lawson Bain a for-
mer prominent Burning Springs resi-
dent.

One of the fly by night Ohio land 
buyers wrote Nellie Engelke saying 
that they wanted to buy her Calhoun 
property.  She passed away in 1981.

Some new holes have appeared in 
the LKR bridge at Creston.   Some 
folks in Grantsville have asked, “Is it 
ever going to be replaced?”  It would 
seem that the main concern for the 
highway folks is cutting down trees 
and limbs that might “shade the road-
way.”   Seems Dimbulb, the mainte-
nance boss, has a buddy Slick who 
has equipment to rent to the “deep 
pockets” W. Va. Taxpayers “to keep 
the blacktop from decay because of 
shade”.   Dimbulb noted that Junior 
Gore and Dr. Fauci both became 
filthy rich “claiming science” for their 
scams so why can’t we do the same 
and “get a piece of the pie?”  If folks 
say anything we’ll call them “science 
deniers”.   That will shut them up and 
if necessary we can have some little 
injuneer speak about the “Core Main-
tenance Manual”.  Moses didn’t get it 
on a holy mountain but someone “im-
portant” must have dreamed it up.

Chester Dillon Marks, age 64, of 
Rosedale passed away.   He was a son 
of Mr. & Mrs. Finley Marks who for-
merly lived at Annamoriah.

There were folks demonstrating the 
other day down at the Mouth of the 

Elk over the proposed “excess” use 
of water for AI Data Centers while 
the state has, in some places, less that 
prime public water systems.   A study 
was made about all these hypes, and it 
was determined that if all plans for all 
facilities that are proposed happened 
by 2030 the actual increased water use 
would be 8% of present golf course 
usage or 1% of the usage for irrigat-
ed corn farming.   Bernie Sanders the 
communist who represents Vermont 
said there should be a halt in build-
ing data centers which would give the 
communist Chinese a big push in their 
plan for world domination.

W. Va. Coal baronet U. S. Senator 
Justice continues to make news.   A 
Tennessee federal court found that 
Justice owes $29 million to Lexon In-
surance a firm that had posed bond for 
the politician. Then the IRS slapped 
him with a lien for $5 million for 
back income tax and the State of W. 
Va. Said his hotel owed $1.3 million 
in sales taxes that had been collected 
from customers.   It is said that some 
of the “powers that be” want to run 
him for governor in 2028.   It should 
be noted that Broadway Joe Manchin 
and Jim Justice share advisors and 
lobbyists.   Mrs. Capito, the other US 
Senator, said she was running for re-
election although she had seemed to 
have sided with the “deep state”.

Thirumalai Chemicals, a company 
based in India, has announced a fac-
tory near the Blue Racer natural gas 
fractionation plant in Marshall Coun-
ty to use n-butane, one of the natural 
gas liquids to make maleic anhydride 
and food chemicals malic & fumaric 
acids.   It is said the factory will em-
ploy 50 people and that presently 
these chemicals are imported into 
the nation. Maleic hydrazide (MH 
30), a/k/a Sucker Stuff, was used to 
keep tobacco from sprouting after it 
had been topped to make for larger 
leaves. It was one of those chemicals 
that ‘wasn’t on the shelf’ but could 
easily be purchased.

EOG (Enron) announced that one of 
their Utica wells in Mahoning County 
Ohio made 40,489 bbl. Of oil in 3 
months.   Locally the Utica is 1100 
feet thick and goes all the way down 
into Virginia.

Mary Ann van Clief fell and broke a 
rib along with other injuries.

The price of local Pennsylvania 
grade crude crept up to $57.01/bbl. 
With condensate bringing $39.01/bbl 
and Marcellus & Utica light fetch-
ing $46.01/bbl.   Natural gas else-
where was $3.965/MMBTU and it 
was learned that HG had their 2026 
natural gas hedged at $4.00.   Warren 
Buffett paid $2.63 for November gas 
& $1.62 for October natural gas.  Pil-
lar Energy paid $4.13 for September 
gas while Jay Bee paid $3.01 in some 
cases and 99 cents otherwise.

By Shari Johnson 
Publisher ​Ridgeview News
A few days ago, I decided to tackle the 

health insurance for our family for 2026. ​ 
Hearing all the chatter on the news and 
social media regarding the significant in-
crease in the WV Marketplace, I thought 
I was prepared—until I wasn’t. ​ I entered 
all my information into the Marketplace 
website and hit return, feeling only a 
slight knot in my stomach. ​ But when the 
total appeared on the screen, that knot 
turned into a wave of nausea. ​

Our new policy, which was the same 
policy for which I paid less than $1,000 
a month, had jumped to over $5,000 
monthly. ​ I kid you not. ​ My first reac-
tion was panic. ​ How could any family 
justify paying (if they even could) $5,000 
a month for health insurance? ​! After the 
panic came the realization that I could 
not, under any circumstances, pay $5,000 
a month for insurance. ​

David and I both take several medica-
tions each month. ​ As we’ve aged, our 
health issues have increased, and now my 
mental health is on the verge of breaking 
down due to the stress of this insurance 
situation. ​ Once I accepted that I had to 
deal with this, I began looking for alter-
natives in the private insurance sector. ​ 
I didn’t expect to find affordable insur-
ance, but surprisingly, I did. ​ Since we are 
63 years old, don’t have young children, 
don’t struggle with substance abuse, and 
our mental health doesn’t require treat-
ment, removing those factors from the 
equation dropped our insurance costs by 
$4,000. ​

Now, where is the logic in the Market-
place, and why are they being allowed 
to railroad people with these exorbitant 
insurance rates? ​ West Virginia’s ACA 

Marketplace is seeing significant price 
hikes for 2026. ​ According to internet 
news, insurers like Highmark imple-
mented a 13.9% increase. ​ Highmark was 
our insurer for 2025. ​ However, it didn’t 
feel like a 13.9% increase—it felt like a 
566.7% increase, according to my calcu-
lations. ​ (I always tell you math is not my 
strong suit, but according to the instruc-
tions below, the number is correct.) ​

The price increase was attributed to 
healthcare costs, drug prices, and infla-
tion. ​ Regardless of the stated reasoning, 
it boils down to the fact that the industry 
is out of control—and so is the govern-
ment. ​

Why the Big Jump? ​
High WV Costs: West Virginia al-

ready has some of the nation’s highest 
commercial healthcare costs, making it 
disproportionately affected. ​

Expiring Subsidies: The enhanced 
premium tax credits from the American 
Rescue Plan are ending, and Congress 
hasn’t extended them. ​

Inflation & Drugs: General inflation 
and rising costs of new, expensive medi-
cations (like GLP-1s) also drive up costs. ​

What to Do ​
To address high insurance rates, con-

tact your State Insurance Commission-
er’s Office, as they regulate insurers and 
handle consumer complaints for issues 
like rates, claims, and policy service. ​ In 
West Virginia, that’s the WV Offices of 
the Insurance Commissioner. ​ The fed-
eral Financial Stability Oversight Coun-
cil (FIO) monitors markets, but states 
regulate directly. ​ You can usually file 
complaints online or by form with your 
state’s specific office. ​

The next election will also be an op-
portunity to make your voice heard. ​

The Insurance 
Marketplace is not a 

place for retail therapy​
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Calhoun Civil Air Patrol Squadron holds 
weekly meetings on Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. at 
413 High Street Grantsville, WV.

The First Baptist Calhoun Food Pan-
try on Route 5 E outside of Grantsville is a 
non-profit food pantry open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Community Resources Incorporated 
(CRI) Food Pantry: Mon.-Fri., 7 a.m.- 4 
p.m., with free USDA commodities to those 
who qualify (food pantry only) on Court 
Street.

Upper West Fork Park meetings are held 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m.

Calhoun County Park, a Night Sky Park, 
is always open - except for a special occasion 
or event that requires closing of the gate. The 
park board meets the 1st Thursday of every 
month at 6 p.m. in the park’s “barn.”

Calhoun County Historical Society meets 
at the Family History Center Museum (former 
Quality Shop) on Main Street on the second 
Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.

Calhoun County Library hours are Mon., 
Wed., and Fri., 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Tue. and 
Thur., 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Online 24 hours at 
https://calhounlib.com/.

Minnora Methodist Mission Thrift Shop 
is open Mon & Wed 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Fri 10 
– 1, providing affordable clothing and house-
hold items.

The Welfare of Animals Group (WAG) 
can assist low-income Calhoun County homes 
with 50% of their cat or dog spay/neuter fee. 
For information call 354-7042. Donations of 
dry cat food can be dropped off at Calhoun 
County Library, Grantsville. 

The Grantsville Pickleball Club plays on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights in the Town 
Park at 7:00 p.m., weather permitting.

For information on 12-Step Recovery 
Meetings and resources please contact the 
Calhoun FRN at 304-354-7177.

Mark your calendars for Heartwood in the 
Hills Homecoming on September 21, 2024 
honoring 42 years of Celebrating the Artist in 
Every Person.

Lion’s Club Bingo is held in the Lion’s 
Club Building, 103 Stump St., Grantsville, on 
the first and third Saturdays of each month at 
6 p.m.

Little Kanawha Calhoun Bus Schedule: 
Monday through Friday – Service within 
Grantsville city limits. Monday – Service to/
from Annamoriah and Creston along Route 5 
East/West. Tuesday – Service to/from Mill-
stone, Arnoldsburg, Westfork, and locations 
south. Wednesday – Central county service 
to/from Mt. Zion, Russett, and Stumptown. 
Thursday – Roundtrip service along Route 16 
North including Pleasant Hill, Nobe, Broom-
stick, and Big Springs. Roundtrip service from 
Grantsville to Parkersburg. Service between 
counties is available Monday-Friday to/from 
Grantsville. Call Toll-Free: 866-354-5522.

County Farmer’s Markets
Calhoun County Farmer’s Market, Up-

per West Fork Park, Chloe. Wednesdays 9 
a.m.-1 p.m., 

Arnoldsburg Farmer’s Market, West 
Fork Park, Arnoldsburg. Fridays 2 p.m. – 6 
p.m.

Berea Gardens Drive Thru Farmer’s 
Market, Berea Gardens, Minnora. Wednes-
days 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.

Grantsville Farmer’s Market, Season de-
tails not yet available.

To add your community service informa-
tion to this listing email contact@calhoun-
chronicle.com.

Community Notices

Contact: Stan Bumgardner • bumgardner@wvhumanities.org • 304-346-8500

USPS 083200 -- ISSN: 1040-399X
INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATIC 

NEWSPAPER
ESTABLISHED JUNE 12, 1883

Published by Mountain Media, LLC
Published weekly as a periodical postage paid at 
the Post Office in Grantsville, WV 26147, under 
the act of March 3, 1979. Subscription price in 
Calhoun County is $36; other West 
Virginia residents, $43; and Out-of-
State, $46. Minimum subscription: 6 months. 
Bundle with online for $59 per year.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:

THE CALHOUN CHRONICLE
c/o Mountain Media, LLC

P.O. Box 429
Lewisburg, WV 24901

Phone 304-647-5724  Fax 304-647-5767
email contact@calhounchronicle.com

PUBLISHER
Michael Showell 
ADVERTISING

Debra Smith
debra@mountainmedianews.com

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-

230-3640
MISCELLANEOUS

SUNSETTER. AMERICA’S NUMBER 
ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-

ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS.  Guaranteed! LeafFilter is 
backed by a no-clog guarantee and life-
time transferrable warranty. Call today 
1-844-295-2840 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation estimate. 
Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Mil-
itary & Seniors get an additional 10% 
off. Limited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for warranty and 
offer details.

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011 St
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Jan. 1, 1859: Glass maker and inventor Michael Ow-
ens was born in Point Pleasant. ​ He is considered the 
foremost developer of mechanical glass production. ​

Jan. 1, 1888: In one of the most violent episodes of 
the Hatfield-McCoy Feud, Jim Vance, uncle to “Devil 
Anse” Hatfield, led an arson attack on the McCoy fami-
ly cabin. ​ Two of Randall McCoy’s children were killed, 
and his wife was beaten. ​

Jan. 1, 1953: Country music legend Hank Williams 
was found dead in his car in Oak Hill, Fayette County. ​ 
He had been scheduled to perform in Charleston the 
previous night, but the concert was canceled due to bad 
weather. ​

Jan. 2, 2006: An explosion at the Sago Mine in 
Upshur County killed 12 men. ​ Federal investigators 
pointed to a lightning strike as the most likely ignition 
source for the blast. ​

Jan. 3, 1856: Musician Lewis Johnson “Uncle 
Jack” McElwain of Webster County was born. ​ He 
was the most respected fiddler in central West Vir-
ginia during his lifetime. ​ He took part in many fiddle 
contests, and no one can recall him ever being beaten. ​

Jan. 3, 1921: The state capitol building in Charles-
ton was destroyed by fire. ​ The so-called Victorian 
capitol, the second one in Charleston, had opened in 
1887. ​ After the fire, a temporary wood-frame build-
ing was erected in just 42 days and became known as 
the “pasteboard capitol.” It burned in 1927. ​

Jan. 4, 1897: Classes began at Montgomery Pre-
paratory School, a state institution established to 
prepare students for West Virginia University. ​ The 
school evolved into the West Virginia University In-
stitute of Technology. ​

Jan. 5, 1810: The Virginia General Assembly rec-
ognized 20 acres of land owned by farmer and trader 
Thomas Buffington at the confluence of the Guyan-
dotte and Ohio rivers as the new village of Guyan-
dotte.

Jan. 6, 1828: Ward Hill Lamon was born in Jef-
ferson County. ​ Lamon was friend, law partner and 
unofficial bodyguard to President Abraham Lincoln. ​ 
President Lincoln was assassinated when Lamon was 
away in Richmond on business. ​

Jan. 6, 1931: An underground gas explosion killed 
eight men at the Glen Rogers coal mine in Wyoming 
County—eight years after another explosion had 
killed 27 at the same mine. ​

Jan. 6, 1937: Football coach Lou Holtz was born in 
Follansbee, Brooke County. ​ At Notre Dame, he won 
his only national championship after defeating West 
Virginia University in the 1989 Fiesta Bowl. ​

Jan. 7, 1910: A fire destroyed everything on Main 
Street in Bramwell from the train depot to Block 
Street with the exception of two buildings. ​ The town 
quickly rebuilt, creating many of the beautiful Victo-
rian houses that stand today. ​

Jan. 7, 1955: The Cedar Lakes Conference Center 
officially opened, though it was not named until 1957. ​ 
The name was chosen for its two lakes and an abun-
dance of native cedar trees.
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Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 844-901-2301 
to schedule your free quote!

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters 
this season

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2025 AN ADDITIONAL

Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-295-2840

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-295-2840

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional off er includes 15% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans 
and/or seniors. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 
344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 
262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 
50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 
10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

SAVE $155
12 HOLIDAY WINES + BONUS GIFTS

Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip137
or call 1.877.283.6687 and mention code AHNE001
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

America’s #1 Awning!

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-888-485-5756 now to

Courtesy Ridgeview News
The Calhoun County Commission held its 12-22-

2025 meeting, addressing various topics and initia-
tives aimed at improving the community and foster-
ing economic development. ​

Special Recognition
The meeting began with special recognition for 

Sheila Garretson, the retiring Circuit Clerk. ​ Although 
she was unable to attend, her contributions were ac-
knowledged. ​

Citizen of the Year Nominations ​
The commission considered nominations for the 

Calhoun Citizen of the Year. ​ Four individuals were 
nominated: Brenda Bush, Larry Whited, Crystal 
Mersh, and Donnie Pitts. ​ Each nominee was praised 
for their tireless efforts and dedication to the better-
ment of Calhoun County. ​ Ultimately, Larry Whited 
was selected as Citizen of the Year for his consistent 
volunteer work and his role as a voice of wisdom in 
community committees and board meetings. ​

Sheriff’s Office UTV Bids ​
The commission reviewed 11 bids for UTVs for the 

Sheriff’s Office. ​ The sheriff was tasked with review-
ing the bids and providing a recommendation later in 
the meeting. ​

County Park Adventure Travel Campground ​
The commission discussed estimates for the de-

velopment of an adventure travel campground at the 
county park. ​ The project includes building a 12-foot-
wide, 520-foot-long road to the pond, marking camp-
ing spots with posts, and installing a split rail fence 
with an access code. ​ Hope Gas has donated a gate for 
the project. ​ The total cost was estimated at $25,000, 
including an additional $5,000 for parking near the 
pond. ​ The commission unanimously approved the 

funding, citing the potential to attract more tourists 
and support events like mountain bike races. ​

ADA Restrooms for Festivals ​
The commission approved the rental of ADA-com-

pliant restrooms for the Wood and Molasses Festi-
vals. ​ Gene’s Septic will provide and clean the units 
daily, with a total cost of $3,660 funded by the Parks 
and Recreation budget. ​

Donation of County-Owned Property ​
The commission discussed donating a 0.14-acre lot 

beside the fire hall to the fire department. ​ The lot 
is currently being used by the fire department, and 
the commission is considering a 99-year lease for $1. ​ 
The commission’s attorney will review the matter. ​

Equipment for Litter Control Officer ​
The commission approved the purchase of a digital 

camera and voice recorder for the litter control officer 
at a cost of $600. ​ Trail cameras were also suggested 
for monitoring dump sites. ​ An email account and 
phone number will be provided for reporting littered 
areas, as Facebook Messenger is not considered an 
appropriate reporting method. ​

Snow Removal Partnership ​
The commission agreed to partner with the town of 

Grantsville for snow removal on the courthouse lot. ​ 
The town, which owns the lot, will plow and salt the 
area to benefit county employees. ​

Audit of ARPA Funds ​
The commission requested an audit of the ARPA 

funds allocated to the Operation and Maintenance 
(O&M) board. ​ The funds were designated for spe-
cific purchases, and the commission aims to ensure 
proper use under new management. ​ Brian Arthur, re-
cently hired as the O&M General Manager, will begin 
his role on January 2nd. ​ Arthur brings 30 years of ex-

perience and has been instrumental in training other 
Public Service Districts (PSDs). ​

Land Development Initiative ​
The commission discussed a new land development 

initiative to encourage landowners to consider devel-
oping their properties for economic growth. ​ With the 
industrial park property sold, the county is seeking 
additional land for business development. ​ Commis-
sioner Eric emphasized the importance of creating 
jobs and improving the local economy, noting that the 
commission has made significant progress in the past 
year.

Resignations and Board Vacancies ​
The commission accepted the resignation of Bruce 

Jones from the Pleasant Hill PSD, wishing him well 
in his future endeavors. ​ The commission is seeking 
new board members for the Mt. ​ Zion PSD and the 
911 Advisory Board. ​

Financial Updates
The commission highlighted its efforts to reduce 

spending, noting that the county is $250,000 under 
budget compared to the previous year. ​ Commissioner 
Craig credited innovative financial strategies, such as 
investing in the local bank, for the savings. ​ Com-
missioner Eric emphasized the importance of seek-
ing grants and investing in projects that benefit the 
county. ​

Upcoming Organizational Meeting ​
The commission announced its organizational 

meeting scheduled for January 2nd, during which fur-
ther discussions on UTV bids and other matters will 
take place. ​

The meeting concluded with the payment of invoic-
es and a commitment to continue working toward the 
betterment of Calhoun County.

Calhoun County Commission Meeting Summary ​

Mike Stump Memorial Youth Wrestling Tournament ​
Event Details
Date: Sunday, February 8, 2026 ​
Location: Calhoun Middle High School ​ Address: 50 

Underwood Circle, Mount Zion, WV 26151 ​
Registration
Deadline: Thursday, February 5, 2026 ​
Online Registration Only: Register Here ​
Entry Fee: $35.00 (Online payment only) ​
Walk-ins: Not accepted ​
Admission
Adults: $10 ​
School-age (5-17): $5 ​
Children (4 & under): FREE ​
Weigh-Ins
Saturday, February 7: 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM ​
Sunday, February 8: 6:30 AM - 8:00 AM ​
Requirement: Must weigh-in wearing a singlet ​
Event Schedule
Coaches Meeting: 8:30 AM ​
Wrestling Starts: Immediately after the meeting ​
Awards
Awards will be given for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 

place finishers ​
Rules
Scholastic rules apply ​
1-minute periods
Sudden death overtime ​
Referee’s decision is final ​
Proof of age required if challenged ​
Age Divisions & Weight Classes ​
Age as of December 31, 2025 (No weight allowance) ​
Open Division: ​
4U (2021 - Present): 35, 40, 45, 50, HWT (65 MAX)
6U (2019 - 2020): 40, 45, 50, 55, 60, 70, HWT (95 

MAX) ​
8U (2017 - 2018): 45, 50, 55, 60, 65, 70, 75, 85, 105, 

HWT (135 MAX) ​
10U (2015 - 2016): 55, 60, 65, 70, 75, 80, 85, 90, 95, 

105, 115, 125, HWT (160 MAX) ​
12U (2013 - 2014): 65, 70, 75, 80, 85, 90, 95, 100, 

105, 115, 125, 135, 145, 160, HWT (200 MAX) ​
Middle School: 70, 78, 86, 94, 102, 110, 116, 123, 

128, 135, 145, 155, 171, 190, 215, 285 ​
Girls Division: ​

6U (2019 - Present): Madison Weight System ​
9U (2016 - 2018): Madison Weight System ​
12U (2013 - 2015): Madison Weight System ​
Contact Information
Contact Person: Michael Fitzwater ​
Phone: 304-677-5413 ​
Email: michael.fitzwater83@yahoo.com ​
Support Calhoun Youth Wrestling! ​
We’re raising money for the Calhoun Youth Wres-

tling Club by selling chances on a tip board! ​
Cost: $20 per pull ​
Prize: Winner takes home $500 ​
Proceeds: Calhoun Youth Wrestling earns $1,000 to 

support athletes, equipment, and program expenses ​
This is a great way to support our local youth wres-

tlers while also having a chance to win big! ​ Every pull 
helps keep our program strong and growing. ​

How to Participate: ​ Comment or message us if 
you’d like to participate or sponsor our youth program. ​

Thank you for supporting Calhoun Youth Wres-
tling! ​

#CalhounYouthWrestlingClub ​




