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CCHS AP Government & Politics 
Class Wins State Championship 

This is the ninth consecutive year that the class has won the “We the 
People” competition

Congratulations to the West Virginia State “We the 
People” Champions.  Clay County High School’s 
Advance Placement Government & Politics class, 
taught by Mr. Philip Dobbins and coached by Mr. Mike 
Mullins, competed at the Robert C. Byrd Federal Dis-
trict Courthouse on Dec. 14  in the “We the People: 
The Citizen and the Constitution” State Competition.  
This is a competition where students demonstrate their 
knowledge of the Constitution and current issues in 
mock congressional style hearings.  Each school par-
ticipating must divide its classes into six teams.  These 
six teams prepare a four minute verbal response to a 
constitutional question and then are asked follow up 
questions by a panel of three judges for six minutes.  
Teams are scored on their knowledge of the Constitu-
tion and their ability to apply the concepts to their ev-
eryday lives as Americans.

This year’s Advanced Placement Government and 
Politics class is made up of sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors with strong interests in the United States Con-
stitution and the inner workings of national, state, and 
local governments.  These students are eager to discuss 
controversial issues and are well adept at taking and de-

fending their positions among peers as well as judges at 
district and state competitions. These students illustrate 
that hard work and dedication pay off.  

Classes can have individual unit winners and overall 
class winners.  Clay County High School won six out 
of six individual unit championships and won the over-
all class state championship, defeating the champions 
from congressional district one, Robert C. Byrd High 
School, and wildcard, Woodrow Wilson High School. 
By winning the state championship, Clay County High 
School has earned a spot in the National Finals in 
Washington D.C. in April of this year. Holt Dawson, 
Sawyer Dobbins and Trey Lindenthal were also recog-
nized by the judges as outstanding performers in their 
respective units.  

Members of the class are Elijah Armes, Earle Boggs, 
Isaac Brown, Christina Brown, Gracey Champ, Holt 
Dawson, Caden Delwarte, Sawyer Dobbins, Hunter 
Evans, Alexis Gilliland, Gabrielle Jackson, Trey Lin-
denthal, Dylan McCumbers, Ethan Morris, Joshua 
Walker, Kirsten Woods, Elizabeth Young, and Madison 
Paxton, “We the People” alum, served as timekeeper 
for this year’s team.

The AP Government and Politics class will now move forward to the national finals in Washington DC this April. 

Inspire, Stay Inspire, Stay 
Strong, and FightStrong, and Fight 

Jacob “Salty” Morton and Katie Price 

By: Betty Lee 
This holiday season 

looked a little different 
for two Clay County High 
school students.  As most 
of Clay County is aware, 
Jacob “Salty” Morton suf-
fered severe injures fol-
lowing an auto accident 
in late October.  This ac-
cident was one that would 
make you question how 
he walked away from it 
alive. 

Jacob underwent mul-
tiple surgeries, and was 
flown and spent weeks 
at John Hopkins hospi-
tal where he started his 
recovery and rehab from 
the injuries. Morton was 
released to go home on 
December 7, just in time 
for Christmas.  

Katie Price, a fresh-
man at Clay County High 
School, has bravely been 
fighting cancer with many 
stays in Morgantown for 
treatment, surgery, etc.  
Katie recently celebrated 
her 15th birthday on De-
cember 22 and Christmas 

with short visits home. 
Katie has faced many ob-
stacles this past year and 
has had the support of 
Clay County, friends, and 
family all along the way.  

Katie has spent lots 
of time in Morgantown 
this holiday season, Ja-
cob made a visit to uplift 
Katie on December 29- 
because if there is one 
thing you can say about 
being a Clay County Pan-
ther and that is..”We IN-
SPIRE each other, we stay 
STRONG for one another 
and we FIGHT as hard as 
we can FIGHT.”  

These two amazing 
teenagers have surely 
fought hard, not standing 
alone, and being backed 
by all of Clay County ev-
ery step of the way.  This 
community is known for 
coming together and be-
ing there for one another 
in any way possible, it is 
nice to see that even the 
youth of Clay County 
have carried on that char-
acteristic. 

Bob Stover Duals 2022 is in the history books 

Noah Casto is named Most Outstanding Wrestler. Allen Hamrick photo.

Year in Review: From Completed Projects to 
New Beginnings West Virginia Department of 
Transportation Looks Back at 2022

As 2022 comes to an end, the West Virginia Department 
of Transportation (WVDOT) is looking back at a year full 
of completed projects and new beginnings.

West Virginia Secretary of Transportation, Jimmy Wris-
ton, P.E., said when he looks back on the year, one of the 
biggest takeaways is that the department is starting to see 
the fruits of its labor.  

“We’ve completed a full maintenance cycle on Gover-
nor Justice’s Secondary Roads Initiative,” Wriston said.  
“We are seeing better road conditions after decades and 
decades of neglect and lack of funding.  We’re starting to 
turn things around.  Our systematic, data-driven approach 
is starting to pay dividends.”

A legislative audit of the West Virginia Division of 
Highways (WVDOH) maintenance budget, released in 
November, confirms the same. 

Results of the legislative audit of WVDOH’s mainte-
nance budget confirmed that extra money spent on road 
maintenance over the past several years is paying off in 
better roads throughout the state.  According to the audit, 
the WVDOH has doubled the total number of completed 
projects from the calendar year 2019 to 2022, while steadi-
ly increasing production each successive year.  

The Secondary Roads Initiative, launched by Governor 
Jim Justice in 2019, in conjunction with the $2.8 billion 
Roads to Prosperity Program, specifically targets the roads 
West Virginians drive on every day for previously under-
funded maintenance work.  The core maintenance pro-
gram, which includes ditching, drainage, mowing, milling 
and filling potholes, and tree canopy clearing focuses on 

activities that extend the life of roadways. 
Jake Bumgarner, the Director of the Operations Divi-

sion for WVDOH, said more than 2,300 miles of paving 
was done in the past year and 223 acres of tree canopy 
clearing.  

Bumgarner said that recent WVDOT updates to policies 

#SaltyStrong 
#TeamKatie
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Central regional Jail 

NICHOLAS COUNTY

CLAY COUNTY NICHOLAS COUNTYBRAXTON COUNTY

Sarah Beth Stump
Booked 12/30/22
Trespassing asked to 
leave

Matthew Scott McCourt
Booked 12/28/22
DVP violation

Christopher Ryan 
Nottingham
Booked 12/27/22
Possession of a 
controlled substance

Lisa Lynn Wright
Booked 12/29/22
Trespassing

Michael Deric Bennett
Booked 12/28/22
Assault Robert Ray Clevenger

Booked 12/30/22
Receiving or 
transferring stolen 
goods, burglary

Heather Kristen Hall
Booked 12/29/22
Child abuse, domestic 
battery

Samuel Ray Kesterson 
II
Booked 12/27/22
Failure to register as a 
sex offender, Capias

Camilla Ann Ramsey
Booked 12/27/22
Court Order

Otis Sylvester Young Jr.
Booked 12/27/22
Fugitive from justice

This Week in

West Virginia History

THE GIFT THAT
KEEPS ON GIVING

– Your Community,
– Your Family
– Your Interest
– Your Home
Give the Gift of a 
Subscription to the 
Clay Free Press.

In-depth Coverage of 
Local News, Lifestyle 
Features & More!

Call Now! 304-647-5724 or Order Online!
www.mountainmessenger.com

Friday, January 6, 2023 Docket Schedule for Mag-
istrate: Rider, Charles “Jeff:”

03:00 PM, State v. Nuria Dawn Craddock, Bench Tri-
al, Knowingly or intentionally possessing a controlled 
substance without a valid prescription (x3)

03:30 PM, State v. Brittany Nicole Hannah, Bench 
Trial, Unsafe and improperly equipped vehicles (x3), No 
vehicle insurance, Consumption of alcoholic beverage in 
passenger area of motor vehicle on public highway, Li-
cense to be carried and exhibited on demand, Driving a 
vehicle while in an impaired state (less than .15)

Monday, Janurary 23, 2023 Docket Schedule for 
Magistrate: Rider, Charles “Jeff:”

09:00 AM, State v. Danny Kyle Adkins, Bench Trial, 
Driving while license impaired or revoked, No insurance

09:15 AM, State v. Darrell Leon Carpenter Jr., Bench 
Trial, Driving while license revoked – DUI, Improper 
use of evidences of registration, Unsafe and improperly 
equipped vehicles

09:30 AM, State v. George T. Ruff, Bench Trial, Driv-
ing suspended (misc.), No insurance

10:00 AM, State v. Kayla Katrina Davis, Bench Trial, 
Knowingly or intentionally possessing a controlled sub-
stance without a prescription

10:30 AM, State v. Samuel Todd Murphy, Bench Trial, 
Knowingly or intentionally possessing a controlled sub-
stance without a prescription

10:45 AM, State v. Samuel Dale Nottingham, Bench 
Trial, Knowingly or intentionally possessing a controlled 
substance without a prescription

11:00 AM, State v. Charles Anderson Truman Jr., 
Bench Trial, Knowingly or intentionally possessing a 
controlled substance without a prescription

11:30 AM, State v. Haylli Morgan Blackwell, Bench 
Trial, Child neglect by parent, guardian, or custodian 
creating risk of bodily injury

01:00 PM, State v. Rodney Mark Daniels, Bench Trial, 
Knowingly or intentionally possessing a controlled sub-
stance without a prescription

01:30 PM, State v. Michael Timothy Peyatt, Bench 
Trial, Knowingly or intentionally possessing a controlled 
substance without a prescription

02:00 PM, State v. Bo Joseph Shamblin, Bench Trial, 
Driving while license revoked – DUI, Safety equipment 
and requirements for motorcyclists

02:30 PM, State v. Franklin Daniel Moore Jr., Bench 
Trial, Improper use of evidences of registration, Unsafe 
and improperly equipped vehicles, No vehicle insurance, 
Registration card to be signed, carried, and exhibited on 
demand (registration unsigned), License to be carried 
and exhibited on demand, Operation of vehicles with 
safety belts

The following events 
happened on these dates 
in West Virginia histo-
ry. To read more, go to 
e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyc loped ia .o rg . 

Jan. 4, 1897: Classes 
began at Montgomery 
Preparatory School, a 
state institution estab-
lished to prepare stu-
dents for West Virginia 
University. The school 
evolved into West Vir-
ginia University Institute 
of Technology.

Jan. 5, 1887: Gover-
nor Emanuel W. Wilson 
hosted a ball and banquet 
to formally open the new 
capitol in Charleston. 
The so-called Victorian 
capitol burned in 1921. 

Jan. 6, 1828: Ward 
Hill Lamon was born in 
Jefferson County. Lamon 
was friend, law partner 
and unofficial bodyguard 
to President Abraham 
Lincoln. Lincoln sent 
Lamon to Richmond on 
business, and the Pres-
ident was assassinated 
while his bodyguard was 
away. 

Jan. 6, 1931: An un-
derground gas explosion 
killed eight men at the 
Glen Rogers coal mine 
in Wyoming County. 

Jan. 6, 1948: Bob 
Wise was born in Wash-
ington D.C. He served 
in Congress and was the 
state’s 33rd governor.

Jan. 7, 1955: The Ce-
dar Lakes Conference 
Center officially opened, 
though it was not named 
until 1957. The name 
was chosen for its two 
lakes and an abundance 
of native cedar trees. 

Jan. 8, 1866: William 
Gustavus Conley was 
born near Kingwood in 
Preston County. Conley 
was West Virginia’s 18th 
governor, serving from 
1929 to 1933. 

Jan. 8, 1919: The West 
Virginia legislature rat-
ified the U.S. constitu-
tion’s 18th Amendment 

by a Senate vote of 26-0 
and a House vote of 81-
3. West Virginia became 
the 21st state to ratify the 
prohibition amendment. 
National prohibition be-
came effective under the 
Volstead Act on January 
16, 1920.

Jan. 8, 1926: Come-
dian Soupy Sales was 
born Milton Supman. 
Raised in Huntington 
and graduating from 
Marshall College (now 
Marshall University), 
he achieved fame as a 
wacky television per-
sonality.

Jan. 9, 1911: Louise 
McNeill was born on 
the family farm in Poca-
hontas County. She was 
appointed poet laureate 
by Governor Jay Rocke-
feller in 1979, holding 
that title until her death 
in 1993.

Jan. 9, 2014: Hazard-
ous chemicals were dis-
covered leaking into the 
Elk River, contaminat-
ing the water supply for 
a nine-county region.

Jan. 10, 1925: Judge 
Elizabeth Virginia 
Hallanan was born in 
Charleston. She was 
West Virginia’s first 
female federal court 
judge. 

Jan. 10, 1928: Gov. 
Howard Gore appoint-
ed Minnie Buckingham 
Harper of McDowell 
County to fill the unex-
pired term of her hus-
band, E. Howard Harp-
er. She was the first 
Black woman to serve 
as a member of a state 
legislative body in the 
United States.

Jan. 10, 1940: The 
Pond Creek No. 1 mine 
at Bartley in McDowell 
County exploded. The 
blast killed 91 miners, 
with another 47 es-
caping. Rescue teams 
worked five days to 
retrieve the bodies, but 
found no additional 
miners alive.

e-WV: The West Vir-
ginia Encyclopedia is 
a project of the West 
Virginia Humanities 
Council. For more in-
formation, contact the 
West Virginia Human-
ities Council, 1310 
Kanawha Blvd. E., 
Charleston, WV 25301; 
(304) 346-8500; or vis-
it e-WV at www.wven-
cyclopedia.org. 

Elk River chemical spill at Freedom Industries

Victorian Capitol
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Receiving With Love
By Joseph J. Mazzella

The BapTisT Classroom
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

 Live Not By Lies

There are at least three songs from the 50’s and 60’s that re-
late to WV’s nation-leading industry during that same period. 
Two of the songs were #1 hits, one in 1955 and one in 1966. 
The other song  reached #12 in 1966.  Can you think of them?

 
Answer to last week’s Trivia: This 1965, #1 song by the 

Beatles that, according to The Guiness Book of Records, is 
the most covered rock era song in history is:  “Yesterday” 
(Oct. ‘65)

My daughter had overbought several times over the 
last six months so her food pantry was full and she wasn’t 
sure she would be able to eat all the stuff she had left. She 
asked me then to donate two full boxes of dry goods to 
the local food pantry. I was happy to do so and took them 
over. I was overwhelmed, though, by the enthusiasm, the 
joy, and the love with which her donation was received. 
The lack of donations plus the high price of groceries had 
hit the charity hard and their shelves needed every dona-
tion they could get. We were thanked over and over and 
as I drove home smiling my mind went back to another 
time when we were the ones in need.

Money was tight. My job barely paid the rent and ex-
tra bills that month had cut into what we had saved for 
the groceries. My next check was a week away and we 
didn’t have enough food to get us there. We went to a 
food pantry and I watched our little kids playing outside 
while my wife picked up a box full of food to feed us. 
I was worried, nervous, and scared. I had never had to 
seek help like this before and I just hoped it would be 
enough so our children wouldn’t go hungry that week. 
My heart swelled with gratitude when my wife final-
ly walked out with a smile on her face and the box in 
her arms. And as we drove home I silently prayed and 
thanked God for all the good people who had given so 
we would not go hungry.

Our Heavenly Father created this great, big, round 
world for all of us to live on. It is one huge circle of love. 
Sometimes you are giving that love to others. And some-
times you are receiving that love from others. It is all the 
same, however. It is all one. It doesn’t matter whether 
you are giving with love or receiving with love as long 
as you are LIVING WITH LOVE.

Take your place in the circle then. Never be ashamed 
to receive a gift of love. Never be afraid to give a gift of 
love. It is what we are all here for. It is what life is all 
about.

Home Country
Slim Randles

Doc was just getting up to leave 
the philosophy counter as Herb 
walked in. Herb was grinning and 
flexing muscles and had the look of 
eagles in his eyes. We stared.

  “Herb,” said Doc. “You know, 
you can overdo a good thing.”

  “Why Doc … whatever do you 
mean?”

  “I realize that getting more ex-
ercise is your resolution for the new 
year, but a man your age … you 
need to pace yourself a little, that’s 
all. Don’t try to get in shape all at 
once.”

  “Why Doc, I’ve never felt better 
in my life. Hey, you were so right 
to get me on this exercise kick. I’ve 
been meaning to thank you. It’s 
just what I’ve been needing. What 
would you think about my playing 
some football in the spring? I mean, 
it’s just touch football, but I miss 
the ol’ razz-matazz, you know?”

  Doc shook his head sadly and 
walked out. Herb started laughing 
and sat down with us and flipped 
his cup over for his morning eye 
opener.

  “What was that all about, Herb?” 
Dud asked.

  “A little joke I’m playing on 
Doc, that’s all,” Herb said. “You re-
member how Doc has been on my 
case to get more exercise and slim 
down some? Well, there was only 
one way to shut him up, so I started 
running. I bought a sweat suit and 
started running. I run past his house 
each morning. Then, about an hour 
later, I run past his house the other 
direction, huffing and puffing and 
looking at my watch.”

  “An hour? You run for an hour 
each morning?”

  “Of course not,” Herb said, 
laughing. “I run past Doc’s house 
then walk the block to the library. 
An hour later, I run past Doc’s 
house and then walk two blocks 

home.”
   We stared at him.
  “What?” he said. “You know 

Doc’s going to worry about me one 
way or the other. I just thought I’d 
change it up a bit.”

-------
Brought to you by Saddle Up: A 

Cowboy Guide to Writing by Slim 
Randles. Now available as a Kin-
dle book on Amazon.com.

The Misconception of a New Year 
Dr. James L. Snyder

Christmas is the best time of the 
year, especially when it involves 
family. It’s the one time of the year 
that families get together to cele-
brate together.

Of course, at least from my per-
spective, it is also the most hectic 
time of the year. The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage has an entire-
ly different perspective regarding 
family get-together time.

This year, we had a special 
new family member, our second 
great-grandchild, born a week be-
fore Christmas.

As you might imagine, that little 
one was the center of everybody’s 
attention. Therefore, everybody had 
to hold the little one at least once.

I could see the little one had ab-
solutely no idea what was happen-
ing. Although these were wonderful 
memories for us, that little one will 
never remember this time together. 
But there will be other times, I as-
sure you.

One daughter was taking pictures 
of just about everyone, which is im-
portant. The one picture she took, 
and I probably was the only one 
who understood, was between The 
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 
and that little great-granddaughter.

The beauty of that picture was 
there was the oldest and the young-
est person in our family together. 
Don’t let her know that I said this 
because I may not get any older.

It was a fun time, and when it 
was all over, everybody went home, 
even the family’s newest member. 
The mother of the new baby had 
to spend a lot of time wrestling her 
from the great-grandmother.

That night my wife and I sat to-
gether reflecting on our family 
get-together. As usual, it was a won-
derful time, and I’m glad I’ve lived 
long enough to enjoy it. Whether I 
get to another Christmas or not is 
anybody’s guess.

As we sat together drinking hot 
apple cider, we reflected on the past 
year, which was a transitional year 

for us. It’s hard for me to pick out 
the greatest time this past year but if 
I had to pick one it would be Christ-
mas.

Sighing deeply, I said, “It sure 
has been a great year, hasn’t it?”

Thinking deeply, which is the 
beginning of trouble, my wife said, 
“It was a great year.” Then, after 
more deep thought, she continued, 
“But the New Year is going to be so 
much better.”

Not learning from the past, I re-
plied, “What’s so new about the 
new year?”

She looked at me as though she 
had never seen me before, and with 
one of her sarcastic tones, she said, 
“It’s a new year, and everything is 
going to be new.”

“What do you think is going to be 
new about this coming New Year?” 
I responded.

“Everything will be new this 
coming year, and I can’t wait to see 
all the new stuff.”

Pausing for a moment, she then 
said, “Last year, we didn’t even 
know at this time that we were go-
ing to have a great-granddaughter. 
She is new in our family.”

Well, she had me on that one for 
sure. Maybe she was expecting 
another new great-grandchild this 
coming year. So I didn’t pursue that.

“So,” I said rather slowly, “what 
will be new this coming year?”

“Everything is going to be new 
this coming year.” She said with a 
smile dancing on her face.

“Except for a new family mem-
ber,” I said to her, “everything this 
next year is going to be the same.”

She could not let me get away 
with that and said most vehement-
ly, “Everything is going to be new. 
Trust me.”

I had her just about where I want-
ed her and was very careful in my 
next steps.

“So, tell me, how many months 
will there be this coming year?”

Looking at me, she smirked and 
said, “There will be 12 months this 
coming year. What are you talking 
about?”

“Well,” I stuttered a little, 
“weren’t there 12 months this past 
year? This next year we will have 
the same 12 months as we had last 
year.”

Looking at me, she said, “I think 
you’re getting a little goofy here.”

“And,” I pursued a little more, 
“how many days of the week will 
there be in this new year? Will there 
be any more than last year?”

She stared at me, not knowing 
what to say.

“Also, there will still be 24 hours 
in every day. That’s not going to 
change either.”

I paused for a moment and then 
said, “When is your birthday this 
coming year?”

She told me and said, “It’s the 
same as it was the last year, you sil-
ly boy.”

“Oh,” I said rather thoughtfully, 
“your birthday this year is the same 
as last year, so your birthday isn’t 
new this year.”

“But,” she replied, “I will be a 
year older.”

Looking at her I replied, “Weren’t 
you a year older this year?”

Finally, she began to understand 
what I was saying, and looking at 
me very quizzically, she said, “You 
sure have a stupid way of looking at 
things, don’t you?”

Then she said something rather 
startling, “I guess you are right in 
this.”

Well, I was rather stunned be-
cause that was new.

Pondering this conversation I was 
reminded of what wise old Solomon 
said. “The thing that hath been, it is 
that which shall be; and that which 
is done is that which shall be done: 
and there is no new thing under the 
sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9).

The secret to a happy life is en-
joying what I have right now.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Oc-
ala, FL with the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmail.com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.

Martin Daguerre was born in 
the early 1500s and settled down 
with his family in the Pyrenees of 
southwestern France. When he was 
around 14 years old, his family ar-
ranged a marriage to an even young-
er girl from a wealthy family. After 
eight years of marriage, one day he 
disappeared. Was he dead? Was he 
abducted? No one knew. And what 
of the fair Bertrande, his forsaken 
wife? Catholic law forbade her to 
move on, so she remained, in effect, 
a widow with a young son.

Eight years later, lo and behold, 
Martin returns. The couple is happier 
now than they had ever been before 
and in three years, they added two 
more children to their brood. But it 
wasn’t going to last. Martin’s father 
died, and as a son typically does, he 
claimed the inheritance, but his un-
cle tried to stop him. Why shouldn’t 
the son get the inheritance? Because 
the uncle said that he was not the real 
Martin Daguerre.

Martin claims his greedy uncle is 
trying to take his inheritance and that 
it’s absurd to think he fooled every 
last person in town, his own fam-
ily, and even his wife. But doubts 
grew, and speculation increased 
until it went to court and the first of 
two sensational trials began. Was 
this the real Martin Daguerre? The 
judge in the first trial said it was not, 
and he was found guilty of being an 
imposter but quickly appealed. The 
judge was about to let him go, but 
guess who sauntered into the court? 
None other than the real Martin Da-
guerre. Not only was he alive, but he 
came back to claim his wife, fami-
ly, and inheritance. The real Martin 
abandoned his family and joined the 
army. He got tired of the rambling 
life (probably after he heard he had 
a sweet inheritance due him) and 
came back home. Once the family 
saw the face of the prodigal, there 
was no denying who was who. The 
pretender confessed and was put to 

death. The real Martin and Bertrande 
were reunited, and they lived not so 
happily ever after.

How did he fool everyone? The 
two men had similar looks, and peo-
ple just assumed he filled out a bit 
after all that time. Plus the imposter 
had an uncanny ability to tell peo-
ple what they wanted to hear and 
to answer questions in a way that 
removed all doubt. So much so, ru-
mors spread that he was under the 
influence of the forces of darkness 
that enabled him to bewitch people. 
He didn’t fool his wife. She didn’t 
like the first Martin and a fake Mar-
tin was better than no Martin at all, 
so she went along with it.

The Bible tells us there are false 
teachers who put on a good show of 
things and fool many people (2 Pe-
ter 2:1) but some churchgoers, like 
Bertrande, want to be deceived (1 
Timothy 4:1-2). The prefer smooth 
talk and fair speeches over the truth 
of God.
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†DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high-speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended 
for optimal viewing. Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. only (excl. P.R. & U.S.V.I.). DIRECTV STREAM renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on �le 
unless you cancel. New customers who cancel svc in �rst 14 days get full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits. If you cancel, you keep access through the remaining monthly period. 
Cancellation: Modify or cancel at any time online or by calling 1-800-531-5000.Taxes: State & local taxes or other governmental fees & charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges 
assessed against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: O�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subj. to blackout restr’s. All o�ers, programming, 
promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modi�ed, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream/ for 
details. Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box O�ce, Inc. Separate SHOWTIME subscription required. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime 
Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. EPIX is a 
registered trademark of EPIX Entertainment LLC. Google, Google Play, and Android TV are trademarks of Google LLC. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of 
DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

•  NO ANNUAL CONTRACT REQUIRED,  NO HIDDEN FEES

•  THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND  ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE SCREENS

•  UNLIMITED STREAMS FOR UNLIMITED SCREENS  INCLUDED WITH EVERY PACKAGE* 

*All DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and compatible device(s) required. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Certain networks 
limit total number of simultaneous streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/unlimitedstreams for details.)

 
 

 

 DIRECTV IS THE ONLY STREAMING TV PROVIDER
WITH HBO MAX, SHOWTIME®, STARZ®, EPIX® & CINEMAX® INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS!

Available only for new DIRECTV STREAM customers with CHOICE or ULTIMATE Package (min. $89.99/mo.). HBO Max, SHOWTIME, STARZ, EPIX and Cinemax auto-renew after 3 months at then prevailing rates 
(currently $14.99/mo. for HBO Max, $11/mo. each for SHOWTIME, STARZ and Cinemax, and $6/mo. for EPIX), unless you change or cancel. Req’s you to select o�er. O�er subject to change & may be modi�ed or discontinued 

at any time without notice. Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com. O�er not available to DIRECTV and U-verse TV customers switching to DIRECTV STREAM. See below for details.

855-656-0296
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Projects (cont. from page 1)

and programs in place have helped set up a direct vision 
of what the organization is accomplishing on the ground 
with its core maintenance program. One core maintenance 
cycle is three years long; meaning that 2023 will mark the 
beginning of the second core maintenance cycle under the 
Secondary Roads Initiative.

“What I see when I drive around the state is a lot of 
work that has been completed,” Bumgarner said.  “That 
is reflected in our core plans and the data we collect.  You 
can see that difference from not too long ago that we are 
making on the roads for the citizens of West Virginia.”  

Along with the strong core maintenance figures, 2022 
saw the completion of major Roads to Prosperity projects.  
When the Roads to Prosperity bond vote passed with 73 
percent of West Virginians in favor in October of 2017, it 
marked the beginning of a program which included over 
one thousand, two hundred projects.  Roads to Prosperity 
projects, such as the I-70 Bridges project which consisted 
of the replacement or revitalization of 26 aging bridges, 
would not have been completed without funding from the 
program, which made it possible to complete the projects 
right away rather than little by little over decades. 2022 
was a year of looking back on progress made possible by 
Roads to Prosperity.  

“We’re seeing those big, regionally significant proj-
ects starting to come to completion.  The I-70 Bridges in 
Wheeling are nearing completion, with just a few punch 
list items to complete, and the Nitro St. Albans Bridge is 
half done and the end is in sight.”  

The Nitro-St. Albans I-64 Widening projects replaces 
the four lane Donald M. Legg Memorial Bridge, opened in 
1962, with the Nitro WWI Memorial Bridge to carry four 
lanes westbound and a new Donald M. Legg Memorial 
Bridge carrying four lanes eastbound.  Continued growth 
through the region resulted in bottlenecks and backups at 
the old, four lane bridge.  Increasing travel lanes through 
the area will allow continued economic growth and pro-
vide increased safety for the traveling public.  On October, 
28, 2022, Governor Justice and Secretary Wriston cut the 
ribbon on the new Nitro WWI Memorial Bridge.  On De-
cember, 21, 2022, the 1,720,000 pound center section of 
the old Donald M. Legg Memorial bridge was lowered to 
a barge below.  Moving into 2023, a new bridge, a twin 
to the new bridge just completed will be built to carry the 
eastbound lanes, permanently alleviating the bottleneck.  

In addition to the ribbon cutting ceremony on the new 
Nitro WWI Memorial Bridge, WVDOT celebrated major 
announcements on the Cheat River Bridge and Babcock 
Trail Grants, groundbreakings on the Coalfields Express-
way to Welch, Wheeling Streetscape, and Culloden Inter-
change, and ribbon cuttings on the Bluefield Area Transit 
Transfer Station and Seneca Skyway, Capitol Circle and 
Cranberry Corridor Mountain Rides Routes, to name a 
few.  Through a partnership with Tourism, some of West 
Virginia’s most scenic routes are now celebrated through 
the Mountain Rides program.   

During 2022, WVDOH continued the expansion of its 
capabilities of work completed by its own crews; paving 
with its own pavers, drilling with its own drills, and com-
pleting types of work not previously attempted -- such as 
the restoration of the historic Carrollton Covered Bridge.  
The bridge, badly damaged by arson, saw new life thanks 
to the careful work of WVDOH’s own District 7 Bridge 
crews. Expanding capabilities on paving and drilling does 
not replace the work of its contracting partners, but allows 
the Division to gain ground on previously underfunded 
projects.  Work completed with WVDOH’s own crews 
comes at a significant cost savings and allows the Division 
the flexibility to schedule crucial projects, such as those 
along school bus routes, more quickly.  

WVDOT was recognized for several awards in 2022, 
including; 

Regional America’s Transportation Award at the South-
ern Association of State Highway and Transportation Of-
ficials (SASHTO) 2022 annual meeting in Biloxi, Missis-
sippi.  The award was presented for Operations Excellence 
for the Oakwood RCUT project, which opened to traffic in 
late summer 2021.

2022 ENR Mid-Atlantic Owner of the Year Award.  The 
award cited innovation and creativity throughout the re-
gion as well as contributions to the community.  

Marshall University’s College of Engineering and 
Computer Science named WVDOH as its Employer of the 
Year, citing a strong Co-Op program which helps students 
transition from college to gainful employment and a tui-
tion reimbursement program which helps students achieve 
their educational goals.  

WVDOT was also recognized at the Annual American 
Society of Civil Engineers Student Chapter Technical Con-
ference in Beckley by faculty and engineering students at 
WVU Tech for its partnership and Co-Op program.  

In 2022, WVDOH responded to 12,126 citizen requests 
for information about specific roads and projects.  Citi-

zens can receive answers to their questions by calling 
1-833-WVROADS, where they will receive a response 
within seven days letting them know the status of projects 
on the roads that matter most to them.

WVDOT also welcomed a new Division in March, when 
Governor Justice signed a bill creating the new Division of 
Multimodal Transportation Facilities (DMTF.)  The Divi-
sion combines the Port Authority, Aeronautics Commis-
sion, Division of Public Transit, and State Rail Authority 
under the oversight on new Commissioner, Cindy Butler.   
 
“I can’t tell you how proud I am of this organization and 
the way it’s pulled together,” Wriston said.  

Working together as One DOT and in partnership with 
other agencies has allowed the WVDOT to accomplish 
projects such as Trout Run Bridge on Cass Scenic Rail-
road, which was washed out in the flood of 1985.  All four 
WVDOT agencies, the West Virginia Division of High-
ways, Division of Motor Vehicles, Parkways Authority, 
and Division of Multimodal Transportation Agencies have 
realized projects and met goals not possible without this 
partnership.  These projects include the Bluefield Area 
Transit Transfer Station, West Virginia Turnpike Chuck 
Yeager Bridge Painting now underway and innovations to 
Division of Motor Vehicles Online Services.  

From the structural changes within the WVDOT to ex-
panding partnerships to growing capabilities of its work-
force, WVDOT begins 2023 in the midst of progress al-
ready set in motion.   As Secretary Wriston explains, real 
change is accomplished when you focus on the systems 
and take a data driven approach. 
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John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience
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ANIMAL CARE
USE HAPPY JACK® SEAL ‘N HEAL®   
on dogs, cats, & horses to seal wounds 
with a bitter taste repel flies and prevent 
gnawing.  Allow healing.  At Tractor 
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRAT-
OR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 

Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 
TIMESHARE CANCELLATION EX-
PERTS Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-738-0094 

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org
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IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

THAT BEING THE JUVENILE COURT OF SAID COUNTY 
IN RE: State v N.S.   Case Nos. 22-JA-65-67

In the matter of N.S., and the unknown whereabouts of Amber 
Smith, Adult Respondent Mother of said Infant,
  ORDER OF PUBLICATION
  And
  NOTICE OF ANSWER
 To:  Amber Smith
(The object of this action is to notify the Adult Respondent Mother of 
an abuse and neglect petition herein filed so that said Adult Respon-
dent Mother may answer the same to protect her interest.)

You are hereby notified that an abuse and neglect and/or abandon-
ment petition has been filed with the Circuit Court of Clay County, 
West Virginia, on the 15th day of December 2022, and assigned Case 
Numbers 22-JA-65-67, wherein it is alleged that the Adult Respon-
dent Mother of the Infant Respondent N.S. (DOB: 6/30/12), is Amber 
Smith, and that said Infant Respondents be placed in the custody of 
the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources, with 
said Infant Respondents remaining in the care, custody and control 
of the said Department since that time in accordance with WV Code 
§49-6-3. You are hereby notified that you have the right to answer said 
petition and you have the right to have counsel present at all stages of 
these proceedings and ALL PROCEEDINGS CAN RESULT IN THE 
PERMANENT TERMINATION OF CUSTODIAL AND PAREN-
TAL RIGHTS TO SAID INFANT CHILD.

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the Adult Respondent Mother, 
Amber Smith, shall appear before the Honorable Jack Alsop on the 27th 
day of January 2023, at 11:00 a.m. at the Clay County Courthouse, 
246 Main Street, Clay, West Virginia, otherwise judgment be default 
will be taken against them at any time thereafter, and termination of 
your custodial and parental rights may be ordered by the Court.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of Clay County, West Virginia, at the Clay County Court-
house, Clay, West Virginia.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES, CHILD PROTECTIVE 
SERVICES DIVISION.
BY: Jim E. Samples, Prosecuting Attorney Clay County, West Virginia
Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 21st day of December, 2022.

Legal 3 col x 4-3/4”
1229 0105

Tariff Form No. 8
(Tariff Rule 10.1 .a et seq.)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES 
WITH PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE

NOTICE is hereby given that Hope Gas, Inc. (“Hope Gas” or the “Company”), a public utility, has filed 
with the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA, revised tariff sheets containing new 
terms and conditions for furnishing gas service to  approximately 112,000 customers within its service 
territories in Barbour, Boone, Braxton, Calhoun, Clay, Doddridge, Gilmer, Harrison, Jackson, Kanawha, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Marion, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, Mingo, Monongalia, Nicholas, Pleasants, 
Preston, Putnam, Raleigh, Randolph, Ritchie, Roane, Taylor, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur, Wetzel, Wirt, Wood 
and Wyoming Counties, West Virginia.

Hope Gas is proposing to make changes to its tariff to accommodate unconventional gas producers who 
desire to interconnect with Hope Gas’s distribution and gathering pipelines. Hope Gas will need to blend 
gas from the unconventional gas producers to meet tariff specifications prior to delivery of the gas to cus-
tomers. Unconventional gas is becoming more prevalent as a source of supply, and the Company needs to 
modify its tariff to accommodate additional sources of supply. Hope Gas will recover all costs to intercon-
nect from the unconventional producers and charge them for gas blending and operation of the interconnect.

The Company provides resale service to the following customers: Standard Gas Company, Consumers 
Gas Utility Company, Cardinal Natural Gas Company - Northern Division (Lumberport), Mountaineer Gas 
Company, Southern Public Service Company, Cardinal Natural Gas Company - Northern Division (Blacks-
ville), and Peoples Gas WV LLC.

The Company’s proposed changes to its tariff will not impact its current rates and charges for natural 
gas service.

Anyone desiring to protest or intervene should file a written protest or petition to intervene prior to 
January 12, 2023 unless otherwise modified by Commission order. Failure to timely protest or intervene 
can affect your rights to protest any rate increases and to participate in future proceedings. All protests or 
requests to intervene should briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests to intervene 
must comply with the Commission’s rules on intervention set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice 
and Procedure. All interventions may be mailed and addressed to The Executive Secretary, Public Service 
Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25323, or may 
be hand-delivered. Protests may be filed on line through the Commission website (www.psc.state.wv.us) 
using the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed to the Executive Secretary at the same address above.

A complete copy of this tariff, as well a representative of the Company to provide information requested 
concerning it, is available to customers, prospective customers, or their agents at any of the following of-
fices of the Company: Jo Carol Farmer, SVP, Rates and Regulatory Relations, 48 Columbia Boulevard, 
Clarksburg, WV 26330.

  A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary of 
the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.

Legal 2 col x 5-3/4”
1229 0105

Horizontal Natural Gas Well Work Permit
Application Notice by Publication

Notice is hereby given:
Pursuant to West Virginia Code 22-6A-10(e) prior to filing an applica-
tion for a permit for a horizontal well the applicant shall publish in the 
county in which the well is located or is proposed to be located a Class 
II legal advertisement.
Paper: Clay County Free Press
The following applicant intends to apply for a horizontal natural well 
work permit which disturbs three acres or more of surface excluding 
pipelines, gathering lines and roads or utilizes more than two hundred 
ten thousand gallons of water in any thirty day period.
Applicant: Mountain V Oil & Gas  Well Number: C3H WV0489
Address:  PO BOX 904
 Buckhannon,WV 26201
Business Conducted:  Natural gas production.
Location -
 State: WV County: Clay
 District:  Henry Quadrangle:  Elkhurst 7.5’

 UTM Coordinate NAD83 Northing:  4,260,072.81
 UTM coordinate NAD83 Easting: 485,102.33 
 Watershed: Horner Fork & Laurel Creek

Coordinate Conversion:
To convert the coordinates above into longitude and latitude, visit:  
http://tagis.dep.wv.gov/convert/1lutm_conus.php
Electronic notification:
To receive an email when applications have been received or issued 
by the Offce of Oil and Gas, visit http://www.dep.wv.gov/insidedep/
Pages/DEPMailingLists.aspx to sign up.
Reviewing Applications:
Copies of the proposed permit application may be reviewed at the WV 
Department of Environmental Protection headquarters, located at 601 
57th Street, SE Charleston, WV 25304 (304-926-0450). Full copies or 
scans of the proposed permit application will cost $15, whether mailed 
or obtained at DEP headquarters. Copies may be requested by calling 
the office or by sending an email to DEP.comments@wv.gov
Submitting Comments:
Comments may be submitted online at https://appa.dep.wv.gov/oog/
comments/comments.cfm or by letter to Permit Review, Office of Oil 
and Gas, 601 57th Street, SE Charleston, WV 25304. Please reference 
the county, well number, and operator when using this option.
Regardless of format for comment submissions, they must be received 
no later than thirty days after the permit application is received by the 
Office of Oil and Gas.
For information related to horizontal drilling visit: www.dep.wv.gov/
oil-an-gas/pages/default.aspx 

THANK YOU FOR READING  
THE FREEPRESS

Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0105 0112

Legal Notice:
In accordance with Chapter 11, article 3, Section 2a of the code 

of West Virginia, As Your Assessor, I am notifying all Real Property 
owners of Clay County that for Tax Year 2023, all Real Property will 
be assessed at 60% of its current market value. This may or may not 
result in a general increase in the assessed value of your real property.

Should there be an increase in your property it was brought about 
by an analysis of the current market, new construction or renovation 
as discovered by a Deputy Assessor during their Re-Appraisal efforts.

If you have any questions concerning the assessment of your real or 
personal property, you may contact the Assessors Office at 587-4258, or 
you may come in the office and we will review your appraisal with you.

After a review with this office, if you disagree with the appraisal of 
your property you may appeal the valuation to the Clay County Com-
mission sitting as the Board of Re-view and Equalization, during the 
month of February
   Teresa Davis
   Assessor of Clay County  

Legal 2 col x 2”
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IN RE: NOTICE OF BOARD OF REVIEW AND
EQUALIZATION FOR THE YEAR 2023

Notice is hereby given that the County Commission of Clay Coun-
ty, West Virginia, will meet as a Board of Review and Equalization on 
the 1st day of  February, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. in the County Commission 
Courtroom located at 246 Main Street, Clay, WV and will continue in 
session thereafter from time to time until the work of the review and 
equalization is deemed by said Board of Review is completed.

All persons having business before said Board of Review pertaining 
to equalization of taxpayer’s property taxes are respectfully invited to 
attend said session. You may call 304-587-4259 between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday for an appointment 
or the schedule of meetings,

APPROVED: DECEMBER 12, 2022

Legal 3 col x 4”
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until February 14, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
005 2021000694 S381-STR/IP-23 00 STP-2023(100)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
     ROADWAY STRIPING
     DISTRICT WIDE
     COUNTY: BOONE, CLAY, 
     DISTRICT 1, MASON, PUTNAM
DBE GOAL: 8% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN 
  ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. All bidders holding valid bidding proposals 
will be notified of such deferment, delay or postponement and the date that proposals will be received and 
publicly opened.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that 
it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not 
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for 
an award.
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023
Claim Deadline: Monday, March 6, 2023
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/21/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  MELTON KENNETH ATER
 ADMINISTRATOR  KENNY MILTON ATER
  10436 BIG OTTER HIGHWAY
  NEBO WV 25161
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/23/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  CARL EDWARD CAMPBELL
 EXECUTOR  DAVID MATTHEW GROSS
  1099 RUSH FORK RD
  IVYDALE WV 25113
  APPOINTMENT DATE  10/31/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  JUNIOR V DODRILL
 ADMINISTRATOR  DAVY DODRILL
  8528 CRITCHFIELD RD
  SHREVE OH 44676 
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/31/2022  
 ESTATE NAME:  MILDRED DODRILL
 ADMINISTRATOR  DAVY DODRILL
  8528 CRITCHFIELD RD
  SHREVE OH 44676
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/05/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  GEORGE A ROSE
 EXECUTOR  IRA DEAN MCKITRICK II 
  1705 DUDLEY DR
  CHARLESTON WV 25311
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/15/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  JOYCE KAY STUBER
 ADMINISTRATOR  GARY LEE STUBER  
  370 SWINGING BRIDGE LN
  PROCIOUS WV 25164
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/03/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  KATHY DAWN WILLIAMS
 ADMINISTRATOR  BOYD WILLIAMS
  PO BOX 265
  CLAY WV 25043-0265
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 12/28/2022
Connie Workman 
County Clerk 
Clay County  
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street 
Clay WV 25043-0190

HELP WANTED
Looking to hire someone to 
plow parking lot and shovel 
sidewalks at the Clay County 

Department of Health and 
Human Resources Office 

in Clay, WV.
If interested, please 
contact Patty Martin 

at 304-872-0810.

Glenna Carol (Bird) 
Moore, 57, of Gauley 
Bridge, WV went home 
to be with the Lord on 
Thursday, December 
22, 2022, at Charleston 
Memorial Hospital in 
Charleston, WV.

Born on October 12, 
1965, in Charlton Heights, 
she was the daughter of 
the late Harry Vencil Bird 
and Carline Sue (Bush) 
Bird. In addition to her 
father, she was preceded 
in death by her paternal 
grandparents, Johnny 
and Gay Bird, and her 
maternal grandparents, 
Dan and Thelma Bush.

Glenna is survived 
by her mother, Carline 
Sue Bird; sister, Tammy 
(Robert) Murphy; 

brother, Harry Bird 
Jr.; son, Shane Moore; 
husband, Gary Moore; 
four grandchildren; 
and many other family 
members.

Glenna enjoyed 
reading, embroidery and 
communicating with 
many friends and family 
on the computer. She will 
be greatly missed by all 
who knew her.

A memorial service 
will be held at a later date.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the 
family at www.
carlwilsonfuneralhome.
com.

Pennington Smith 
Funeral Home is honored 
to be serving the Moore 
Family.

OBITUARIES

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-12821-844-803-1282
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Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0105 0112

Legal Notice:
In accordance with Chapter 11, article 3, Section 2a of the code 

of West Virginia, As Your Assessor, I am notifying all Real Property 
owners of Clay County that for Tax Year 2023, all Real Property will 
be assessed at 60% of its current market value. This may or may not 
result in a general increase in the assessed value of your real property.

Should there be an increase in your property it was brought about 
by an analysis of the current market, new construction or renovation 
as discovered by a Deputy Assessor during their Re-Appraisal efforts.

If you have any questions concerning the assessment of your real or 
personal property, you may contact the Assessors Office at 587-4258, or 
you may come in the office and we will review your appraisal with you.

After a review with this office, if you disagree with the appraisal of 
your property you may appeal the valuation to the Clay County Com-
mission sitting as the Board of Re-view and Equalization, during the 
month of February
   Teresa Davis
   Assessor of Clay County  

Legal 2 col x 2”
0105 0112

IN RE: NOTICE OF BOARD OF REVIEW AND
EQUALIZATION FOR THE YEAR 2023

Notice is hereby given that the County Commission of Clay Coun-
ty, West Virginia, will meet as a Board of Review and Equalization on 
the 1st day of  February, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. in the County Commission 
Courtroom located at 246 Main Street, Clay, WV and will continue in 
session thereafter from time to time until the work of the review and 
equalization is deemed by said Board of Review is completed.

All persons having business before said Board of Review pertaining 
to equalization of taxpayer’s property taxes are respectfully invited to 
attend said session. You may call 304-587-4259 between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday for an appointment 
or the schedule of meetings,

APPROVED: DECEMBER 12, 2022

Legal 2 col x 7-3/4”
0105 0112

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023
Claim Deadline: Monday, March 6, 2023
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/21/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  MELTON KENNETH ATER
 ADMINISTRATOR  KENNY MILTON ATER
  10436 BIG OTTER HIGHWAY
  NEBO WV 25161
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/23/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  CARL EDWARD CAMPBELL
 EXECUTOR  DAVID MATTHEW GROSS
  1099 RUSH FORK RD
  IVYDALE WV 25113
  APPOINTMENT DATE  10/31/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  JUNIOR V DODRILL
 ADMINISTRATOR  DAVY DODRILL
  8528 CRITCHFIELD RD
  SHREVE OH 44676 
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/31/2022  
 ESTATE NAME:  MILDRED DODRILL
 ADMINISTRATOR  DAVY DODRILL
  8528 CRITCHFIELD RD
  SHREVE OH 44676
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/05/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  GEORGE A ROSE
 EXECUTOR  IRA DEAN MCKITRICK II 
  1705 DUDLEY DR
  CHARLESTON WV 25311
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/15/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  JOYCE KAY STUBER
 ADMINISTRATOR  GARY LEE STUBER  
  370 SWINGING BRIDGE LN
  PROCIOUS WV 25164
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/03/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  KATHY DAWN WILLIAMS
 ADMINISTRATOR  BOYD WILLIAMS
  PO BOX 265
  CLAY WV 25043-0265
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 12/28/2022
Connie Workman 
County Clerk 
Clay County  
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street 
Clay WV 25043-0190
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CHAMPION BATTERIES! 
BETTER WARRANTY AND LOWER CHECK  

OUT NEW LINE OF PRICES! 
 

26R540CH ----------------------$69.99 
51500CH -----------------------$67.99 
24600CH  ---------------------- $74.99 
24F600CH ----------------------$74.99 
65750CH -----------------------$86.99 
35500CH -----------------------$73.99 
78700CH -----------------------$81.99 
51R500CH ----------------------$69.99 
H6615CH -----------------------$90.99 
75650CH -----------------------$76.99 
96R550CH ----------------------$99.99 
34540CH -----------------------$82.99 
86525CH -----------------------$72.99 
124700CH ----------------------$87.99 
H5650CH ----------------------$104.99 
36R650CH ----------------------$82.99 
59590CH------------------------$75.99 
94R790CH ----------------------$97.99 
26RH600CH ---------------------$79.99 
78DT770B-----------------------$86.99 
LAWN MOWER BATTERY U1340CH -$51.99 
LAWN MOWER BATTERY U1350CH-$51.99 

ATV/GEN BATTERY MX14-4-$67.99 
MX14A-3-$67.99 
MX18-3-$94.99 
MX20-3-$89.99 
MX15-3-$74.99 

 
ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 

 
 

 
 

 
➢  
➢  
➢  

 
➢ Proline Synthetic Motor Oil –All Weights-$4.49 
➢ AW 32 or 303 Hydraulic Oil-5 Gallon-$40.99 
➢ Mufket DEF- 21/2 Gallon-$10.99 
➢ 5 qt PLP all weights-$24.99 
➢ Stihl Mixing Oil-One Gallon Mix-reg $1.99 Synthetic Mix -$2.99 
➢ Mountain Shine Auto Detail & Cleaner-$$5.99 
➢ Glacier Guard universal antifreeze-Gallon-$9.99 
➢ Now in Stock-Large Selection of Chain Saw Chains & Bars at the best price!!! 
➢ We have Kerosene! 
➢ Great Selection of Lawn Mower Belts- Prices Starting at $2.99 

We have replacement parts available! 
 

                                
 
 

 
 

 

     CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
CARS, VANS 

TRUCKS & SUV’S 
             
            2013 Chevy Silverado 1500-V8, Auto, 4WD, Crew Cab, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Pearl       $18,999.00 
            2013 Nissan Versa- A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Gray          $5,999.00 
            2012 Ram 1500-V8, Auto, 4WD, Quad Cab, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black    $17,999.00 
            2011 Chevy Silverado 1500-V8, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black               $16,999.00 
            2011 Toyota Corolla- Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue         $9,999.00 
            2008 Ford F-150-V8, Auto, Super Crew 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Brown                       $9,999.00 
            2006 Ford Taurus- V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                                                  $5,999.00 
            2000 Dodge Ram 1500-V8, Many Options Including, A/C, Tilt & Cruise White             $8,999.00 
            2000 Dodge Ram 1500-V8, Auto, 4WD, A/C & Tilt, Black                   $6,999.00 

 
 
 

304-286-4671 
304-286-3802 

1-866-682-3958 
     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

2008 Ford F-150 

 

2011 Chevy Silverado 

 

2012 Ram 

 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

 
 
 
 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS HR 205/55/16 $109.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS TR 215/60/16 $109.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX TR 225/65/16 $114.99 
MASTERCRAFT SRT TR 225/65/16 $119.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS HR 225/65/17 $114.99 
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX TR 225/65/17 $119.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS HR 235/55/17 $119.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX HR 235/55/17 $139.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP TR 265/70/16 $149.99 
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER MSR TR 265/70/16 $149.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 256/70/17 $159.99 
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER MSR TR 265/70/17 $154.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT TR 265/65/18 $159.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX TR 265/65/18 $164.99 
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX TR 255/65/18 $169.99 

ATV TIRES 
CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 

25X8X12 $119.99 
25X10X12 $139.99 
CARLISLE AT 489 
25X8X12 $119.99 
25X10X12 $124.99 

 
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITORS PRICES! 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO AVAILIBILTY/WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 
FREE MOUNT & BALANCE WITH PURCHASE. 

 

 
 

FREE ROTATION OF TIRES DOWN TO 2/32 OF TREAD! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great in-store deals! 
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So ends 2022; 2023 it’s your turn

Panthers take 2nd at Bob Stover Duals

Caden Delwarte tacks shoulders to the mat. Allen Hamrick photo.

Zane Minger goes undefeated. Allen Hamrick photo.

Second place goes to the Panthers.  Photo Krechella Evans

Ethan “Spike” Morris gives no quarter. Allen Hamrick photo.

By Allen Hamrick
It was party time in 

Clay County as the Bob 
Stover Duals 2022 got 
underway.  The Clay 
High Panthers have been 
kicking some butt the 
last couple of weeks as 
well as taking some shots 
on the chin, but now the 
game was on Panther 
turf and a team better 
bring their A game. Who 
needs those sissy faced, 
smack talking so called, 

pro wrestlers? Give me 
high school wrestling 
anytime.  Go to a Pan-
ther match and you will 
see gut busting, shoulder 
twisting, bone breaking 
action; it is not for the 
faint at heart. 

Eight teams from 
around the state includ-
ing Liberty Raleigh, 
Clay, Roane, Doddridge, 
Calhoun, Chapmanville, 
Logan, and the X-team 
brought their best teams 

and competed in a feed-
ing frenzy, king of the 
hill type wrestling.  It 
was some of the best 
and toughest wrestling I 
have watched.  You sim-
ply cannot come into the 
Panther den and whip 
them out as easy as a 
team would think.  The 
Panthers are a tough 
team that works hard 
to send the other teams 
to Grandma’s house 
for milk, cookies and 

a big box of tissues to 
dry their tears. The new 
CCHS gym was packed 
on both sides with teams 
and fans to watch an-
other great Bob Stover 
Tournament. 

There were some great 
matches, and if your 
heart wasn’t pounding, 
you need to go back to 
your sand box and mer-
ry go round. Fans were 
standing to their feet 
as underdogs came out 
on top and others just 
couldn’t be beat. Be-
ing that this tournament 
is a duals tournament, 
there were no individ-
ual champions, but one 
could see that if it had 
been a bracketed tour-
nament, the Panthers 
would have had a few 
in the finals. There were 
two pools in the tour-
nament which included 
four teams in each. Clay 
was the top dog in one 
pool and Roane was top 
dog in the other after the 
first round of matches. 
In the re-pool, Liberty 
Raleigh took over the 
top spot in the first pool 

and set the Panthers in 
second.  Roane stayed in 
the top spot in the sec-
ond pool and the match-
es got intense with the 
#2 Panthers going head 
to head in a war against 
#1 Roane. When it was 
over, the Panthers won 
by just one point over 
their rivals 36-35 - it was 
a great nail biting match. 
Liberty Raleigh butted 
heads with Doddridge 
and came out on top 
by the score of 54-29.  
When it was all, over 
Liberty Raleigh was 
king of the mats with the 
Clay Panthers in a close 
second, Roane was 3rd 
and Doddridge was 4th. 

This was another great 
Bob Stover Duals - all of 
the teams gave the fans 
their money’s worth.  
Many thanks go out to 
the numerous people 
who made this tourna-
ment go off without a 
hitch, from the volun-
teers to the home town 
cooks.  The Panther hos-

pitality room is second 
to none and looked more 
like a king’s banquet.  A 
lot of effort goes into the 
tournament, and the tour-
nament and its hospitali-
ty room are talked about 
around the state for its 
high quality.

Individually, the Pan-
thers have some wres-
tlers that will no doubt 
grace the floors at the 
state tournament.  Noah 
Casto, one of the rough-
est and toughest on the 
mats, went 5-0 for the 
tournament and grabbed 
the Most Outstanding 
Wrestler in the upper 
weight classes. Curran of 
Doddridge County also 
grabbed the Most Out-
standing Wrestler award 
for the lower weight 
classes.  The Panthers 
will be back in action on 
January 6th and 7th in 
Nicholas County at the 
National Guard Duals.  
Come out and see some 
great mat action and sup-
port your wrestling team! 

What’s next?

By Allen Hamrick
 The year 2022 applied the brakes and is now in the 

past, and 2023 is kicking off an unknown future that 
has the common person scratching their heads trying 
to figure out what they can do in the new year.  To say 
that 2022 was just another year would be like giving 
a dictionary to a dog; neither would make any sense.  
The price of building materials is still higher than 
party goers at Woodstock and many other items, like 
gas and oil, are still at a premium.  We started 2022 
with the idea that the pandemic was riding into the 
sunset and was a closed chapter in history.  However, 
it still lingers on, like the smell of a skunk on your 
dog, and returns randomly attempting to disrupt what 
we have gained back inch by inch.  Politics waged a 
civil war of its own turning neighbor against neigh-
bor and family against family; wars of words split 
friendships, families, people and the government, 
and, at times, it got heated enough to release blows as 
common sense left the building. The struggle to find 
the truth and where the county was headed became 
nothing but a foggy mist laced with hysterical mud-
slinging and thoughtless behavior.  As 2022 rolled on, 
our government stayed at odds often branding each 
other’s butts   like a cattle drive of politicians as the 
jackasses and elephants warred over the best feeding 
grounds.  When the fallout hit the fan, all of it blew 
like on the rich and the poor like a manure spreader 
on a farm.    

Most Americans just went on with life as if nothing 
was going on - meatloaf and potatoes were still on 
the menu and paychecks kept the wolves at bay and 
added a jingle to our wallets as what was left over 
was just enough to fill the change pocket and keep 
your dreams of living high on the hog reality.  We 
pulled our heads out of the sand because our butts 
just couldn’t think for themselves.  The job market 
became so that companies were advertising every-
where; a person could suddenly get a job no matter 
what your age or handicap was, they just needed bod-
ies.  Grandma and Grandpa were getting back out and 
flipping burgers and the drive up window as a whole 
became friendly once again.   It was great - most mom 
and pop businesses that didn’t shut their doors in the 
dark ages of the pandemic became viable to the com-

munity once again, keeping their doors open thanks 
to a generation that could now come out of retirement 
and help their country once again.  In 2022, if you 
were a person that wanted to work you could, and if 
you didn’t, you didn’t have to according to those in 
power.  

As we rolled on with everyday life, a guessing 
game became part of life after coffee and a donut.  
What was going to hit us next? Shutdowns, shortag-
es, new variants of some disease, war, famine, killer 
weather, border wars?  Would that rare hundred dollar 
bill that you saved as mad money in a sweaty part 
of your wallet for months still be worth a hundred 
dollars when you go to buy bread?  Things are be-
coming so advanced that AI (artificial Intelligence) 
has been taking over the computer world.  With AI, 
anything is possible. From cameras to cars there is 
nothing that can be imagined that AI isn’t capable of 
making a reality.  What was once unheard of is now 
possible.  Will AI take over the job markets as com-
puters are now thinking for themselves?  Will we be 
the future generation that lives as slaves to machines?  
Who knows?  Keep a bucket of water handy just in 
case you’re HP desktop suddenly gets cocky enough 
to start calling the shots. 

In 2023, we have to make a difference before we no 
longer have the opportunity to do so. We want to keep 
the process of life we have gotten used to. The hunter 
and gatherer society has been going on since the be-
ginning of time with change being the one true thing; 
all good things come to an end but are beginnings to 
a new future. We need to make 2023 a better place 
to live, not just for ourselves but also for our future 
families and our country.  Our landscape is changing, 
and the great outdoors is becoming a single track. It is 
changing at a pace that many will not be able to keep 
up. Whether we like it or not, change is inevitable 
and most likely will take over our lives. It can either 
consume us or make us better.  So, where do we begin 
as a people in 2023?  How do we go forward from 
2022 into the uncertain future that we will face as a 
generation? Those questions have to be answered by 
the individual who can’t change the world but can, 
at the same time, change just a little around us. After 
all, it is the duty of all of us to survive, protect, love, 

and most of all have charity. Nobody will ever change 
politics - it will always be the Democrat will against 
the Republican will with no care given for the conse-
quences that roll like an avalanche downhill into our 
homes.  Just read the history books, it’s been going on 
since the beginning. Where there is free tax money to 
be spent, one can rest assured politicians will be there 
to spend it for you.  All we can do is to try to inspire 
the people around us in whatever circumstance we 
are faced with.  

In 2022, we saw a lot of good as most of the country 
didn’t dwell on what they couldn’t change.   We saw 
common folk answering the call for help and those 
that stood on the front lines of tough situations with 
no thought of themselves.  How we approach the new 
year does not depend on anything but us.  Children 
depend on the decisions people, families and friends 
make now.  The only thing that matters is what good 
we did while we were here, not what we had.   Albert 
Pike said, “What we have done for ourselves alone 
dies with us; what we have done for others and the 
world remains and is immortal.” Don’t dwell on 2022 
so much that the days coming are wrought with fear 
and depression. The year 2022 ended with a deep 
freeze and showed us that nobody is invincible, the 
next day could be our last.  The one thing we must 
remember as people is that there is always hope, and 
how we use that ideal going forward will determine 
our fate in 2023.   Let’s make 2023 a good one or at 
least the best we can for ourselves and our families 
so that those that come after will be able to enjoy the 
freedoms we have now.  Happy New Year!


