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Clay County CERT Participates in Clay 
County High School Wellness Day

(Left to Right) Amanda Shelton - Education & Outreach Co-
ordinator, Kai Woods - Public Information Manager, Isaac 
Brown - Service & Managmnet Coordinator.

Clay County High 
School hosted a Well-
ness Day on Friday, 
Dec. 2, 2022, featur-
ing a range of activities 
and resources focused 
on promoting health 
and preparedness in 
the community. One of 
the highlights of the 
event was the presence 
of Clay County CERT 
(Community Emergen-
cy Response Team), 
who distributed pre-
paredness materials and 
recruited volunteers.

In addition to recruit-
ing new volunteers, 
CERT also registered 
blood donors at the 
event. Blood dona-
tions are critical for 
maintaining a healthy 
and reliable supply 
for those in need, and 
CERT was pleased to 
have the opportunity to 
encourage community 
members to give blood 
and make a difference 
in the lives of others.

The Wellness Day 
at Clay County High 
School was a great suc-
cess, with many com-
munity members tak-

ing advantage of the 
resources and activities 
on offer. Clay Coun-
ty CERT is grateful to 
have had the opportuni-
ty to participate in the 
event and promote the 
organization’s mission 
of promoting prepared-
ness and resilience in 
the community.

During the event, 
CERT members distrib-
uted preparedness ma-
terials, such as emer-
gency supply lists to 
attendees. They also 
highlighted the impor-
tance of giving back to 
the community in times 
of need. The Wellness 
Day featured a vari-
ety of activities and 
demonstrations, includ-
ing yoga and medita-
tion sessions, cooking 
demonstrations, and in-
formational booths on 
topics such as mental 
health and emergency 
preparedness.

“Wellness Day was a 
very successful event 
for us, and we are ex-
cited to work with the 
High School in the 
future,” said Service 

& Management coor-
dinator, Isaac Brown. 
“We hope that by pro-
viding information and 
resources, we can en-
courage our community 
to be better prepared 
for any emergency sit-
uation that may arise.”

The event was a suc-
cess, with nearly 500 
attendees and numer-
ous volunteers and 

blood donors being 
recruited. Clay Coun-
ty CERT would like 
to thank Clay County 
High School and all 
those who participated 
in making the Wellness 
Day a success. The or-
ganization looks for-
ward to continuing to 
serve and support the 
community in the fu-
ture.

Sewing Machines Needed at CCMS
By Allen Hamrick

We are going to have a begin-
ners sewing class at the Clay 
County Middle School in the 
afterschool program. There are 
many fields open to those who 
know how to sew including the 
garment industry, design, up-
holstery, crafts, quilt making, 
and more. Or it can be just for 
the sewing needs that come up 
around the home. It can be for 

fun or profit and it all begins 
with learning your first stitch. 
In the class we will be cover-
ing is the main parts of a sew-
ing machine, how to clean and 
maintain it, needle and bobbin 
threading, basic stitches used 
in sewing, and maybe a small 
project or two. If you have a 
working portable sewing ma-
chine that you no longer need 
and would like to donate to a 
beginning sewist, please drop it 

off at the Clay County Library 
earmarked for the CCMS sew-
ing class. The manual would be 
great to have with the machine. 
Please, include your contact in-
formation. In the case that the 
class is too small for the num-
ber of machines that may be do-
nated, leave a note saying what 
you want done with it. Thank 
you in advance for your sup-
port!Survey reveals sinking 

confidence in public 
school among voters

By Nadia Ramlagan 
for WVNS

Five in 10 voters say 
their confidence in the 
public school system 
has decreased since the 
start of the Covid crisis 
and over the past year, 
according to a recent 
nationwide survey by 
education think tank the 
Hunt Institute.

According to data 
from the National Bu-
reau of Economic Re-
search, reading and 
math test scores in West 
Virginia dropped sig-
nificantly during the 
course of the pandemic.

Bob Wise, education 
consultant and former 
West Virginia Governor, 
said nearly 60% of vot-
ers and parents strongly 
agree states and school 
districts should be using 
federal relief dollars to 
support schools.

“What our polling 
data shows us, is people 
don’t want to go back 
just to normal in educa-
tion,” Wise pointed out. 
“They want a new nor-
mal, they weren’t that 
happy before.”

In West Virginia, pro-
grams like Sparking 
Early Literacy Growth 
are helping school dis-

tricts implement new 
approaches to help stu-
dents regain losses in 
reading and comprehen-
sion.

More than one million 
students have left public 
schools since the start of 
the pandemic, while pri-
vate school enrollment 
went up by nearly 20% 
between 2020 and 2021.

Wise added rath-
er than book-banning 
or curriculum censor-
ship, parents want state 
leaders to take action 
to ensure their kids are 
taught real-world skills, 
are safe, and have men-
tal health resources.

“They’re interested 
in personalized learn-
ing for their children, 
because they know that 
they’ve had a rough 
time over the last three 
years,” Wise reported. 
“They’re supporting 
their teachers, they’re 
very concerned about 
mental health.”

The survey showed 
nationwide, only a quar-
ter of parents believe 
school district officials, 
state education leaders, 
and school board mem-
bers did a good job of 
handling the pandemic.

Clay County Student Graduates from 
Glenville State University

Katie Nutter of Clay has grad-
uated from Glenville State Uni-
versity as a member of the Win-
ter 2022 graduating class. Nutter 
graduated Cum Laude with a 
Bachelor of Science in Business 

Administration degree with ma-
jors in Accounting and Manage-
ment. 

Founded in 1872, Glenville 
State University is a public lib-
eral arts university located in 

Glenville, West Virginia. The 
institution offers a variety of 
traditional and online degree 
programs and several NCAA Di-
vision II athletic teams.

STEM Activities 
Make Learning Fun at 
Big Otter Elementary

Toothpicks and miniature marshmallows provide ample 
opportunity for creative engineering designs.  Designs are 
also edible!

With just some baking soda, a water bottle, vinegar, and a 
balloon, students learned a lot about reactions between acids 
and bases. The reaction between the vinegar and the baking 
soda creates carbon dioxide, which inflates the balloon. 

Afterschool enrichment teacher Carla Truman strives 
to make her time with students hands-on and fun!  As 
the pictures show, students really enjoy the special 
projects she plans for them.

Caiden Bryant tightens the guillotine on his opponent. Allen Hamrick photo.

Mustangs compete at Braxton Bash Duals 
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George Thomas Plym-
ale II

Booked 1/8/23
Domestic battery

Lloyd Ethelberth Style 
Jr.

Booked 1/3/23
Conspiracy, possession 

of counterfeit with 
intent to utter

Lonniesha Desiree 
White

Booked 1/3/23
Conspiracy, possession 

of counterfeit with 
intent to utter

Jurmel Turrell Williams
Booked 1/3/23

Conspiracy, possession 
of counterfeit with 

intent to utter

Adam Lee Deare
Booked 1/3/23
Court order

Russell Glen Moore Jr.
Booked 1/5/23

Capias

Jeremiah Donavan Neff
Booked 1/3/23

Possession of child por-
nography

Angela Kathleen Stutler
Booked 1/8/23

Battery Jillissa Nicole Stutler
Booked 1/6/23

Driving suspended, no 
MVI, no insurance, 

no license, no proof of 
registration, no seatbelt, 

defective equipment, 
expired registration

Jonathan Fitzgerald 
Stutler

Booked 1/6/23
Expired registration, 

false inspection

Lloyd Ethelberth Style 
Jr.

Booked 1/3/23
Fugitive from justice, 
obstructing an officer

Lonniesha Desiree 
White

Booked 1/3/23
Fleeing from officer

THE GIFT THAT
KEEPS ON GIVING

– Your Community,
– Your Family
– Your Interest
– Your Home
Give the Gift of a 
Subscription to the 
Clay Free Press.

In-depth Coverage of 
Local News, Lifestyle 
Features & More!

Call Now! 304-647-5724 or Order Online!
www.mountainmessenger.com

Jurmel Turrell Williams
Booked 1/3/23

Driving suspended, im-
proper lane change, reck-
less driving, possession of 
counterfeit with intent to 
utter, fleeing with reck-

less indifference

David E. Bennett
Booked 1/4/23

Grand larceny, conspir-
acy to commit a felony, 
breaking and entering 

of auto, shoplifting

Matthew Thomas Boone
Booked 1/3/23

Capias

Ivy Ellen Carr
Booked 1/5/23

Capias

Brandon Michael Eads
Booked 1/5/23

Capias

Jacob Hunter Grose
Booked 1/4/23

Probation violation

Dylan Scott Wagoner
Booked 1/6/23

Capias

NICHOLAS COUNTY

Policymakers must advocate for Agriculture
By Kent A. Leonhardt, 

WV Commissioner of 
Agriculture

As my team heads into 
its seventh Legislative ses-
sion, we once again set off 
to advocate on behalf of 
agriculture, our farmers and 
West Virginia’s food supply. 
Each and every session, we 
work diligently to remind 
our lawmakers the value 
agriculture adds to the West 
Virginia economy and secu-
rity of our citizens. Through 
our efforts, we have found 
ways to reduce burdens and 
barriers on our farmers, ex-
pand markets for producers, 
modernize our code and 
regulations and put in place 
protections for our farm-
land. While we still have 
so much to do, our priori-
ties for this session will be 
advocating for investments 
in local food systems, as 
well as finding a pathway 
forward for our laboratory 
facilities.

As we continue to expe-
rience rising energy prices, 
supply chain issues and in-
flation, it is vital we invest 
in the resiliency of our ener-
gy and agricultural sectors. 
During the pandemic, we 
saw disruptions to our food 
chain that did and could 
have devastating effects at 
the local level. The most 
visible was grocery stores 
struggled to keep food on 
the shelves. Consumers 
turned to local producers 
which was only possible be-
cause we, at the Department 
of Agriculture, kept agricul-
ture open. Imagine the state 
of our economy and effects 
on the food supply if we had 
bent to the calls for a broad-
er shut down. Instead, we 
worked with other states to 
bring in excess commodi-
ties and keep our processing 
facilities open. We found 
ways to increase meat pro-
duction by 200% and still 

today, we still benefit from 
a 50% increase in meat 
processing. All because we 
kept agriculture moving 
forward.

To continue our effort to 
foster local food systems, 
we must fund promotional 
programs such as the West 
Virginia Grown and Vet-
erans and Heroes to Agri-
culture programs. We need 
to continue to support the 
growth of our local farm-
ers markets, which have 
tripled in number since the 
Department took over their 
regulation. Our policy mak-
ers must put forth resources 
to attract more processors 
of all sizes, such as Moun-
taintop Beverage and Ap-
palachian Abattoir. Both 
projects will increase our 
food manufacturing power 
which will benefit our econ-
omy as well as our citizen’s 
health. All these initiatives 
have been accomplished 
with little to no taxpayer 

dollars. 
Despite a lack of invest-

ment, I am proud of the De-
partment’s ability to expand 
our reach and programmatic 
response while not increas-
ing the size of government. 
Comparing our current bud-
get to FY 2008, we have 
seen only a $428,000 in-
crease. When you include 
taking over Cedar Lakes 
Conference Center, Grade 
A milk authority, farmers 
markets, hemp regulations, 
implementing three across-
the-board pay raises and 
establishing the Veterans 
and Heroes to Agriculture 
program, we are operating 
on a 23% smaller budget 
than the Department of 15 
years ago. At the same time, 
we have seen state spending 
increase upwards of 30% 
since 2008. Frankly, we are 
doing more with less, and 
it is time to reward the em-
ployees of the Department 
by upgrading the facilities 

they work in every day.
 I am delighted by the 

work my staff and I have ac-
complished over these last 
six years, and you should 
be too. As fiscal guardians, 
we will never ask for more 
than we need, but there are 
necessary investments we 
must make to move agri-
culture forward in our State. 
That includes improving 
our top-of-the-line labora-
tory services by rebuilding 
and upgrading the Guthrie 
Complex. We are confident 
this is a worthy investment 
by the people of West Vir-
ginia and have done our due 
diligence to ensure we do 
it in the most efficient way 
possible. Regardless, it is 
time we make the necessary 
investments in agriculture, 
and I hope our lawmakers 
and you will heed our call.

Happy New Year and 
Semper Fi,

Kent A. Leonhardt

 

 

 

  

†

Price subject to change.  

$8999
MO.

+ tax

CHOICE™  PACKAGE
105+ Live TV Channels

  

 
 

†DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high-speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended 
for optimal viewing. Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. only (excl. P.R. & U.S.V.I.). DIRECTV STREAM renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on �le 
unless you cancel. New customers who cancel svc in �rst 14 days get full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits. If you cancel, you keep access through the remaining monthly period. 
Cancellation: Modify or cancel at any time online or by calling 1-800-531-5000.Taxes: State & local taxes or other governmental fees & charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges 
assessed against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: O�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subj. to blackout restr’s. All o�ers, programming, 
promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modi�ed, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream/ for 
details. Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box O�ce, Inc. Separate SHOWTIME subscription required. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime 
Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. EPIX is a 
registered trademark of EPIX Entertainment LLC. Google, Google Play, and Android TV are trademarks of Google LLC. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of 
DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

•  NO ANNUAL CONTRACT REQUIRED,  NO HIDDEN FEES

•  THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND  ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE SCREENS

•  UNLIMITED STREAMS FOR UNLIMITED SCREENS  INCLUDED WITH EVERY PACKAGE* 

*All DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and compatible device(s) required. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Certain networks 
limit total number of simultaneous streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/unlimitedstreams for details.)

 
 

 

 DIRECTV IS THE ONLY STREAMING TV PROVIDER
WITH HBO MAX, SHOWTIME®, STARZ®, EPIX® & CINEMAX® INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS!

Available only for new DIRECTV STREAM customers with CHOICE or ULTIMATE Package (min. $89.99/mo.). HBO Max, SHOWTIME, STARZ, EPIX and Cinemax auto-renew after 3 months at then prevailing rates 
(currently $14.99/mo. for HBO Max, $11/mo. each for SHOWTIME, STARZ and Cinemax, and $6/mo. for EPIX), unless you change or cancel. Req’s you to select o�er. O�er subject to change & may be modi�ed or discontinued 

at any time without notice. Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com. O�er not available to DIRECTV and U-verse TV customers switching to DIRECTV STREAM. See below for details.

855-656-0296
IV Support Holdings

 
 

GET YOUR TV TOGETHER &
UPGRADE YOUR

EXPERIENCE

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 310-1895

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

6236

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
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HELP WANTED
Looking to hire someone to 
plow parking lot and shovel 
sidewalks at the Clay County 

Department of Health and 
Human Resources Office 

in Clay, WV.
If interested, please 
contact Patty Martin 

at 304-872-0810.
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A Faded Photo
By Joseph J. Mazzella

The BapTisT Classroom
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

 Discerning Reader
Did you make any New Year’s 

resolutions? One of the most com-
mon resolutions (according to 
people who analyze such random 
things) is the goal of reading more. 
A noble pursuit, indeed. I was en-
couraged to read more in school but 
never guided. Reading is FUNda-
mental, they said. Tolle lege, they 
cried. But rather than pointing me in 
the right direction, I grabbed books 
about football from the library and 
called it a day. Reading bad books 
could be much worse than not read-
ing at all, but how do you know if 
the book you are reading is good or 
bad?

What you need is discernment – 
the ability to distinguish between 
good and bad. In Hebrews 5:14, we 
see that knowing the Scriptures and 
using the Scriptures as our standard 
for good and evil will increase our 
ability to discern between good and 
evil. You will grow in your skill in 
looking at a situation, and judge 

(rightly) if it is good or wicked, ac-
cording to God’s standard. Step one 
in discerning: read your Bible.

A book is just when someone has 
the gumption to write down what 
they think about something. They 
wrote down their thoughts, and 
someone from a publishing house 
read it, then put their stamp of ap-
proval on it, bankrolled the process, 
and published the book. Now it is 
out in the big wide world, but that 
doesn’t mean it’s a good book, or 
even true! Book publishers are 
businesses trying to make a dollar. 
Even “Christian” publishers will 
sell you a whole lot of nothing for a 
buck. One such publisher continued 
selling a book about a boy going to 
Heaven, even after the boy said it 
was all a fabrication because it was 
a bestseller. Their job is to sell you a 
book. Your job is to decide whether 
to buy it and if you buy it and read 
it, you need to decide whether you 
buy what the author is saying. Step 

two: remember books are written 
by men, and some are heirs of the 
Cretians (Titus 1:12).

The author might be right; he 
might be wrong. He might be spot 
on in chapters 1-3 but goes off the 
rails in the fourth. Discernment is 
eating the meat of the book and toss-
ing the bones away. But if you have 
a skeleton on your plate, just go on 
to something better. As a Christian, 
you must judge them. Not based on 
how you feel when you read it, or 
how well he puts his sentences to-
gether, but on the truth of what he 
is saying. I’ve read books by men 
who made me envy their ability to 
write The sentences were so well 
crafted, with nouns, verbs, and ad-
jectives all living together in perfect 
harmony. But the substance was un-
biblical, therefore, it was bad. Step 
three: Know that only the Bible 
is pure and perfect and that even 
the most well-intentioned men are 
sometimes wrong (Romans 3:4).  

Where Is The Gracious Mistress Of The Parsonage? 
Dr. James L. Snyder

Our family’s Christmas this year 
was the best one yet. But, of course, 
The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age says that every year. I completely 
agree with her this year.

Our great-granddaughter served 
as the focal point of our Christmas 
this year. She assumed that position 
because she was born two weeks 
before Christmas. What a gift.  
This is our second great-grandchild. 
The first one is in Ohio, and we don’t 
get to see him very often. But this 
new great-granddaughter is only sev-
en minutes from our house. I was to 
realize what a difference that would 
be.

My granddaughter’s mother and 
grandmother are now there to support 
this precious little great-granddaugh-
ter.

The time our granddaughter’s 
mother can spend with her grand-
daughter is limited because of her 
work schedule.

The great-grandmother, the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage, is 
free to visit the great-granddaughter 
whenever she pleases. Her “free” 
does have a cost, and I would soon 
find out that cost.

Every time we visit, I have to pull 
the great-grandmother away. I’m not 
entirely sure how this great-grand-
daughter will affect her when she’s a 
few months old and then a few years 
old because she’s only a few weeks 
old now. So I need to get ready for 
that.

The previous week was an interest-
ing one.

The Gracious Mistress of the Par-
sonage came to my office on Monday 
morning as I was working and said, 
“I’m going to visit my great-grand-
daughter, and I prepared lunch in the 
refrigerator for you in case I don’t get 
back in time.”

She sped off and drove to the 
great-granddaughter’s house without 
waiting for any response from me.

It was a relatively quiet morning. 
I stopped to check the time and re-
alized it was time to eat. When I en-

tered the kitchen, it was completely 
dark and quiet. I then recalled her 
mentioning going to the great-grand-
daughter’s house.

My lunch was in the refrigerator, 
just as she had predicted. So I took 
the lunch plate out of the fridge and 
sat in my chair to eat my meal. I then 
returned to the kitchen with my emp-
ty plate and entered my office to con-
tinue working on my day’s project.

Because I had not heard any 
sounds coming from the other rooms 
of the house. I decided to check on 
the infamous great-grandmother. She 
wasn’t anywhere in sight.

I hoped she didn’t have an acci-
dent because I didn’t know where she 
could be. That started to worry me. 
She’s never been known to leave the 
house for an extended period without 
sending me a text or making a phone 
call. Did she have a problem of some 
sort?

I was ready to text her on my 
cell phone when I heard her pull 
into the driveway. Then, as she 
entered the door, she said, “I for-
got what time it was. I was hav-
ing so much fun….” Then she be-
gan story after story of time with 
her great-granddaughter that day.  
When I woke up the following morn-
ing, her side of the bed was vacant. I 
assumed she awoke early to prepare 
breakfast. There was no one in the 
kitchen when I went there.

Looking around, I noticed a note 
on the refrigerator, “My great-grand-
daughter needed me this morning, so 
I dropped everything to go and help 
her. Make your own breakfast.”

Making a meal was simple because 
I’m not much of a breakfast hound 
dog. So the coffee was the main com-
ponent of my breakfast, and there 
was plenty of it.

When I stopped midway through 
the morning while working in my 
office, I heard no noise coming 
from the other parts of the house. 
Unless there was an emergency 
involving the great-granddaugh-
ter, I assumed my wife should 
have returned home by this point.  

I started to worry about the welfare 
of that tiny infant. Why would The 
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 
be so preoccupied with her if nothing 
was wrong?

When lunchtime arrived, I made 
my lunch. There’s nothing better than 
a peanut butter and jelly sandwich for 
lunch and a hot cup of coffee. So I re-
turned to my desk after lunch to pick 
up on my work.

I paused and listened for a while 
after lunch, but there was only si-
lence. I was starting to worry a little 
bit. Was the great-granddaughter ill, 
or did the great-grandmother get into 
some accident returning home?

Where is The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage?

Then I heard her drive into the 
driveway, exit the car, and enter 
the house. Then, I asked, “Is the 
great-granddaughter having any 
problems?”

“Oh, the great-granddaughter is 
doing great,” she said, beaming one 
of those smiles in my direction. “I 
spent the entire day with her and had 
a great time.”

She then began a series of stories 
about herself and her great-grand-
daughter, giggling while she told me 
various details about that young baby.

After a few weeks, whenever I ask 
myself, “Where is The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage?” I only have 
to think about that great-granddaugh-
ter. That’s where she is.

I believe Solomon in the Old Tes-
tament had it right when he said, 
“Children’s children are the crown of 
old men; and the glory of children are 
their fathers.” (Proverbs 17:6).

Children are truly a blessing 
from God. But grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren are beyond 
blessing. It is God’s reward He gives 
to those faithful parents.

Dr. James L. Snyder is pastor of 
the Family of God Fellowship, Oca-
la, FL 34483, where he lives with the 
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage. 
Telephone 1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.com. Website 
is www.jamessnyderministries.com.

Home Country
Slim Randles

I don’t mind Boots. He just curls 
up quietly against my belly and 
stays put. But sleeping with Desde-
mona can be a bit unnerving. She 
snores. Sometimes she gets little 
bad dreams and scratches me, too. 
But hey, I get to come in out of the 
cold and sleep with Aunt Ada’s cats 
on her sofa, and a guy can tolerate 
a certain amount of cat snoring for 
that.

  I was glad when I heard Aunt 
Ada puttering in the kitchen be-
cause I knew it was time to get up. 
After she let me out, she fed me, 
and let me tell you … that kibble 
was just as good this morning as it 
was yesterday. And then she petted 
me, called me her dear Billy, and let 
me out to do my rounds.

  Don’t let anyone tell you being 
the official town dog is easy. Nos-
sirree. First, there are the kids. Me 
and Martin, the crossing guard, 
have to see them safely across the 

street and to school each morning. 
Must be band day, because I see 
a lot of instrument cases. Martin 
gets smiles from the children. I get 
smiles AND ear rumples, so what 
do you think of that!

  Once those kids are safely 
across, the time is pretty much my 
own until the final bell rings in the 
afternoon. That would be after I get 
snacks at the back door of the Mule 
Barn and after my nap curled up 
against the brick wall of the drug-
store downtown. You ever notice 
how those bricks hold the sunshine 
in them? Better than that white wall 
on the newspaper office.

  This is a good day to stop by the 
Rest of Your Life retirement home 
and check on Pop Walker and Ma-
bel Adams. Oh, I make the rounds 
and check on everybody, of course, 
but I have to admit those two are my 
favorites.

  If today is band day at school, 
tomorrow will be sale day at the 
sale barn at the edge of town. That’s 

when the men bring their dogs in 
from the ranches to look at cows. 
They yell and talk funny. Not the 
dogs, of course. Getting your sniff-
ing up to date is always a good 
thing.

Love, Billy
--------
Give a great nose a helpful lift. 

Send a gift to the East Tennessee 
Bloodhound Rescue. etblood-
houndrescue.org.

Which one of these songs was Dion’s biggest hit?  
Ruby Baby, The Wanderer, Runaround Sue, or Abraham 
Martin and John.

 
 Answer to last week’s Trivia: Three songs from the 

50’s & 60’s that relate to WV’s nation-leading industry 
would be:  “16 Tons” (Tennessee Ernie Ford, #1 Nov. 
‘55) “Big Bad John” (Jimmy Dean, #1 Nov. ‘61) and 
“Working In A Coal Mine” (Lee Dorsey #12 Sept. ‘66).

One thing for sure is that my home will never be in 
an issue of Better Homes and Gardens. It isn’t just the 
broken tile on the floors or the worn out furniture cov-
ered in dog hair. It is also the walls. Instead of just a few 
tasteful paintings here and there my walls are literally 
covered with stuff. There are calendars, pictures of my 
children and animals, inspirational poems and sayings, 
nature pictures, birthday and father’s day cards, dream 
catchers, art work my daughter did in grade school as 
well as her college diplomas, plastic and wooden butter-
flies, post cards, pictures of my Mom, Dad, Nana, Aunt 
Charlotte, and other relatives, and pictures of friends and 
children I’ve sponsored overseas. I keep them all on my 
walls because they all remind me of love.

Nestled among them too are 4 faded photos I got over 
20 years ago. My former priest had a twin brother who 
was a missionary and ran an orphanage overseas. I re-
member I sent a small donation to them back then and 
received these pictures of children in the orphanage.

One speaks to my heart especially. It is a small boy no 
more than 8 or 9 years old. He is using a broken ladder as 
a chair and eating out of metal plate. Yet, even though he 
had so little, there is a look of such joy on his face. You 
can see in his smile that he is loved and that is all that 
matters. All these years later that love and joy still shine 
through the picture. I still wonder about him too. He 
would be grown now maybe with children of his own, 
perhaps passing on all the love he was given to them. I 
still send him my love and keep him in my prayers.

It is truly amazing how a single moment of love can 
stay with us for a lifetime. Maybe that is how God in-
tended it to be. Love isn’t meant to fade after a moment. 
It is meant to shine for an eternity. All I know is when I 
look at that faded photo and see that joyous smile, that 
moment of love lives on in me. May all of your moments 
of love live on in you as well.
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USDA Highlights New Project with West Virginia 
University Part of $325 Million Investment through 
Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities

The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) is high-
lighting a new partnership with West Virginia Univer-
sity (WVU) Research Corporation, part of a $325 mil-
lion investment in 71 projects under the second funding 
pool of the Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodi-
ties effort. In total, the investment from both funding 
pools is over $3.1 billion for 141 tentatively selected 
projects. Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities 
is working to expand markets for American produc-
ers who produce climate-smart commodities, leverage 
greenhouse gas benefits of climate-smart production, 
and provide meaningful benefits to producers, includ-
ing small and underserved producers. 

“Expanding opportunities for small and under-
served producers is a key goal of Partnerships for Cli-
mate-Smart Commodities,” said Jon Bourdon, state 
conservationist for USDA’s Natural Resource Conser-
vation Service in West Virginia. “Small and underserved 
producers, including those here in West Virginia, are 
facing the impacts of climate change head on, with lim-
ited resources, and have the most to gain from leverag-
ing the growing market demand for agricultural goods 
produced in a sustainable, climate-smart way. We look 
forward to working with WVU Research Corporation 
and to expand markets for climate-smart commodities 
and ensure that small and underserved producers reap 
the benefits of these market opportunities.”

The livestock systems management project, called 
“Grazing Regeneratively for Appalachian Sustainable 
Solutions,” will receive funding up to $4,795,300 and 
plans to provide financial and technical assistance to 
Appalachian farmers and agricultural producers to 
support adopting climate-smart practices, as well as 
strengthen marketing initiatives for grass-fed beef 
products. 

Underserved farmers will receive financial and tech-
nical assistance to support the transition from typical 
livestock systems management to climate-smart prac-
tices. Practices implemented include land management 
plans, prescribed grazing, bale grazing, native grass 
and silvopasture establishment, incorporation of le-
gumes and non-leguminous forbs, and use of traditional 
and novel soil amendments, such as biochar. The proj-
ect will provide producers with marketing assistance 
for grass-fed beef products as long as producers meet 
required criteria of certifications and product quality.

Additional partners on this project are West Virgin-
ia University (WVU), Virginia Tech, Virginia State 
University, West Virginia State University, The West 
Virginia Conservation Agency (WVCA), The Soil and 
Water Conservation Division of Virginia’s Department 
of Conservation and Recreation (VaDCR-SWCD), and 
Hickory Nut Gap (HNG).  

Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities is part 
of USDA’s broader strategy to position agriculture and 
forestry as leaders in climate change mitigation through 
voluntary, incentive-based, market-driven approaches. 
Visit usda.gov/climate-smart-commodities to learn 
more about this effort, and usda.gov/climate-solutions 
for climate-related updates, resources and tools across 
the Department.     

Under the Biden-Harris administration, USDA is en-
gaged in a whole-of-government effort to combat the 

climate crisis and conserve and protect our Nation’s 
lands, biodiversity and natural resources including our 
soil, air and water. Through climate-smart agriculture 
and partnerships, USDA aims to enhance economic 
growth and create new streams of income for farmers, 
ranchers, producers and private foresters. Successfully 
meeting these challenges will require USDA and our 
agencies to pursue a coordinated approach alongside 
USDA stakeholders, including State, local and Tribal 
governments.  

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day 
in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration, USDA is transforming America’s food system 
with a greater focus on more resilient local and regional 
food production, fairer markets for all producers, en-
suring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in 
all communities, building new markets and streams of 
income for farmers and producers using climate-smart 
food and forestry practices, making historic invest-
ments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in 
rural America, and committing to equity across the De-
partment by removing systemic barriers and building 
a workforce more representative of America. To learn 
more, visit www.usda.gov.  

Take the guesswork out of 
senior care, call a Caring 

Family Advisor today.

(855) 935-2903
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CLAYFREEPRESS.COM

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience
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ANIMAL CARE
USE HAPPY JACK® SEAL ‘N HEAL®   
on dogs, cats, & horses to seal wounds 
with a bitter taste repel flies and prevent 
gnawing.  Allow healing.  At Tractor 
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors 
are here to help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your family. 
Call for your FREE, no-obligation con-
sultation: 1-855-935-2903 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRAT-
OR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 

Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 
TIMESHARE CANCELLATION EX-
PERTS Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-738-0094 

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org
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Legal Notice:
In accordance with Chapter 11, article 3, Section 2a of the code 

of West Virginia, As Your Assessor, I am notifying all Real Property 
owners of Clay County that for Tax Year 2023, all Real Property will 
be assessed at 60% of its current market value. This may or may not 
result in a general increase in the assessed value of your real property.

Should there be an increase in your property it was brought about 
by an analysis of the current market, new construction or renovation 
as discovered by a Deputy Assessor during their Re-Appraisal efforts.

If you have any questions concerning the assessment of your real or 
personal property, you may contact the Assessors Office at 587-4258, or 
you may come in the office and we will review your appraisal with you.

After a review with this office, if you disagree with the appraisal of 
your property you may appeal the valuation to the Clay County Com-
mission sitting as the Board of Re-view and Equalization, during the 
month of February
   Teresa Davis
   Assessor of Clay County  

Legal 2 col x 2”
0105 0112

IN RE: NOTICE OF BOARD OF REVIEW AND
EQUALIZATION FOR THE YEAR 2023

Notice is hereby given that the County Commission of Clay Coun-
ty, West Virginia, will meet as a Board of Review and Equalization on 
the 1st day of  February, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. in the County Commission 
Courtroom located at 246 Main Street, Clay, WV and will continue in 
session thereafter from time to time until the work of the review and 
equalization is deemed by said Board of Review is completed.

All persons having business before said Board of Review pertaining 
to equalization of taxpayer’s property taxes are respectfully invited to 
attend said session. You may call 304-587-4259 between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday for an appointment 
or the schedule of meetings,

APPROVED: DECEMBER 12, 2022

Legal 3 col x 4”
0105 0112

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until February 14, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
005 2021000694 S381-STR/IP-23 00 STP-2023(100)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
     ROADWAY STRIPING
     DISTRICT WIDE
     COUNTY: BOONE, CLAY, 
     DISTRICT 1, MASON, PUTNAM
DBE GOAL: 8% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN 
  ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. All bidders holding valid bidding proposals 
will be notified of such deferment, delay or postponement and the date that proposals will be received and 
publicly opened.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that 
it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not 
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for 
an award.

Legal 2 col x 7-3/4”
0105 0112

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023
Claim Deadline: Monday, March 6, 2023
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/21/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  MELTON KENNETH ATER
 ADMINISTRATOR  KENNY MILTON ATER
  10436 BIG OTTER HIGHWAY
  NEBO WV 25161
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/23/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  CARL EDWARD CAMPBELL
 EXECUTOR  DAVID MATTHEW GROSS
  1099 RUSH FORK RD
  IVYDALE WV 25113
  APPOINTMENT DATE  10/31/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  JUNIOR V DODRILL
 ADMINISTRATOR  DAVY DODRILL
  8528 CRITCHFIELD RD
  SHREVE OH 44676 
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/31/2022  
 ESTATE NAME:  MILDRED DODRILL
 ADMINISTRATOR  DAVY DODRILL
  8528 CRITCHFIELD RD
  SHREVE OH 44676
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/05/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  GEORGE A ROSE
 EXECUTOR  IRA DEAN MCKITRICK II 
  1705 DUDLEY DR
  CHARLESTON WV 25311
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/15/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  JOYCE KAY STUBER
 ADMINISTRATOR  GARY LEE STUBER  
  370 SWINGING BRIDGE LN
  PROCIOUS WV 25164
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/03/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  KATHY DAWN WILLIAMS
 ADMINISTRATOR  BOYD WILLIAMS
  PO BOX 265
  CLAY WV 25043-0265
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 12/28/2022
Connie Workman 
County Clerk 
Clay County  
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street 
Clay WV 25043-0190

This Week in

West Virginia History
The following events happened on these dates in West 

Virginia history. To read more, go to e-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia at www.wvencyclopedia.org. 

Jan. 11, 1893: U.S. Senator Harley Martin Kilgore 
was born in rural Harrison County. Kilgore served as 
a senator from West Virginia from 1940 until his death 
in 1952.

Jan. 12, 1869: Newspaperman Herschel Coombs 
Ogden was born near Fairmont. In 1888, he relocated 
to Wheeling and entered the newspaper business. 

Jan. 13, 1905: Joseph H. Diss Debar died in Phila-
delphia. A supporter of the movement to create West 
Virginia, Diss Debar was commissioned in 1863 to de-
sign the Great Seal of West Virginia. 

Jan. 14, 1842: Marion County was established and 
named after Revolutionary War hero Francis Marion. 
Middletown was chosen as the county seat, but the 
name was changed to Fairmont the following year.

Jan. 14, 1873: The first session of the Glenville 
Branch of the State Normal School began in the old 
Gilmer County courthouse. The legislature changed the 
name to Glenville State College in 1943 and to a uni-
versity in 2022. 

Jan. 15, 1864: Frances Benjamin Johnston was born 
in Grafton. Johnston gained national renown as the first 
female press photographer, and enjoyed a long and re-
markable career as one of the nation’s leading docu-
mentary, portrait, and artistic photographers.

Jan. 16, 1850: Lawman Dan Cunningham was born 
in Jackson County. His remarkable career involved him 
in the Hatfield-McCoy Feud, the West Virginia Mine 
Wars, and the destruction of moonshine stills.

Jan. 16, 1869: Ephraim Franklin Morgan was born in 
Marion County. Morgan, a Republican, was governor 
during the tumultuous West Virginia Mine Wars. 

Jan. 17, 1918: The War Department hired a New 
York engineering firm to build the DuPont munitions 
plant in Nitro. Within 11 months, the powder plant and 
a complete town with houses, a civic center and a hos-
pital, were completed.

Jan. 17, 1956: Musician Blind Alfred Reed died. He 
was a street singer, fiddler, and songwriter from Pipes-
tem, Summers County. He also is a member of the West 
Virginia Music Hall of Fame.

e-WV: The West Vir-
ginia Encyclopedia is a 
project of the West Vir-
ginia Humanities Coun-
cil. For more information, 
contact the West Virgin-
ia Humanities Council, 
1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., 
Charleston, WV 25301; 
(304) 346-8500; or visit 
e-WV at www.wvencyclo-
pedia.org. 
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Legal Notice:
In accordance with Chapter 11, article 3, Section 2a of the code 

of West Virginia, As Your Assessor, I am notifying all Real Property 
owners of Clay County that for Tax Year 2023, all Real Property will 
be assessed at 60% of its current market value. This may or may not 
result in a general increase in the assessed value of your real property.

Should there be an increase in your property it was brought about 
by an analysis of the current market, new construction or renovation 
as discovered by a Deputy Assessor during their Re-Appraisal efforts.

If you have any questions concerning the assessment of your real or 
personal property, you may contact the Assessors Office at 587-4258, or 
you may come in the office and we will review your appraisal with you.

After a review with this office, if you disagree with the appraisal of 
your property you may appeal the valuation to the Clay County Com-
mission sitting as the Board of Re-view and Equalization, during the 
month of February
   Teresa Davis
   Assessor of Clay County  
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IN RE: NOTICE OF BOARD OF REVIEW AND
EQUALIZATION FOR THE YEAR 2023

Notice is hereby given that the County Commission of Clay Coun-
ty, West Virginia, will meet as a Board of Review and Equalization on 
the 1st day of  February, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. in the County Commission 
Courtroom located at 246 Main Street, Clay, WV and will continue in 
session thereafter from time to time until the work of the review and 
equalization is deemed by said Board of Review is completed.

All persons having business before said Board of Review pertaining 
to equalization of taxpayer’s property taxes are respectfully invited to 
attend said session. You may call 304-587-4259 between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday for an appointment 
or the schedule of meetings,

APPROVED: DECEMBER 12, 2022
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023
Claim Deadline: Monday, March 6, 2023
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/21/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  MELTON KENNETH ATER
 ADMINISTRATOR  KENNY MILTON ATER
  10436 BIG OTTER HIGHWAY
  NEBO WV 25161
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/23/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  CARL EDWARD CAMPBELL
 EXECUTOR  DAVID MATTHEW GROSS
  1099 RUSH FORK RD
  IVYDALE WV 25113
  APPOINTMENT DATE  10/31/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  JUNIOR V DODRILL
 ADMINISTRATOR  DAVY DODRILL
  8528 CRITCHFIELD RD
  SHREVE OH 44676 
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/31/2022  
 ESTATE NAME:  MILDRED DODRILL
 ADMINISTRATOR  DAVY DODRILL
  8528 CRITCHFIELD RD
  SHREVE OH 44676
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/05/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  GEORGE A ROSE
 EXECUTOR  IRA DEAN MCKITRICK II 
  1705 DUDLEY DR
  CHARLESTON WV 25311
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/15/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  JOYCE KAY STUBER
 ADMINISTRATOR  GARY LEE STUBER  
  370 SWINGING BRIDGE LN
  PROCIOUS WV 25164
 APPOINTMENT DATE  10/03/2022
 ESTATE NAME:  KATHY DAWN WILLIAMS
 ADMINISTRATOR  BOYD WILLIAMS
  PO BOX 265
  CLAY WV 25043-0265
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 12/28/2022
Connie Workman 
County Clerk 
Clay County  
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street 
Clay WV 25043-0190

CHURCH DIRECTORY
A
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD 
Sunday Night Services
6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Everyone is welcome!
Pastor: Paul E. Young

B
BELL CREEK 
COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH
NO Scheduled Services
At This Time

BELL CREEK 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Dixie
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
with Services After
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Lee Holiday
(304) 632-1135

BETHEL BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah. 
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM

BETHEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, Porter Creek 
Road, Bomont, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:30 PM
Thursday Night Service
7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Junior Davis

BICKMORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH located at Bick-
more on Fola Road
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening services 
7:00 PM
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane

BIG OTTER BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF IVYDALE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday prayer service 
and Bible Study 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Danny Richardson

BIG UNION BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:15 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 1st, 
3rd and 4th
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer  & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM
2nd Sunday Communion 
Service 6:00 PM
Pastor: Pete Shaffer

BLUE KNOB CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Everyone is Welcome!

BUFFALO VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday 
School 10:00 AM Worship 
Service 11:00 AM Sunday 
Evening Service
6:00 PM
Radio Broadcast, Sunday 
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV 
Summersville
Everyone Welcome Pastor: 
John Pruitt

BURKE MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH in 
Procious. Across Camp Creek 
Bridge on the left. Preaching 
Every Sunday
9:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study every Wednesday 
7:00 PM Pastor: Jerry 
Chandler

C
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
LIZEMORE
Prayer Service and Bible 
Study, Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Regular Service Sunday 
Nights at 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore

CHURCH OF GOD 
BENTREE
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Come and worship the Lord 
with us.
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr. 
CLAY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome.

CLAY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship 11:00 AM. 
Everyone is Welcome!
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins
CLENDENIN UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Preaching 
6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:30 PM
Pastor: Fred Walker

CLIO COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00 
PM
Wednesday Worship 
7:00 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: George Stickland

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall-
ing Rock, Clay County
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 AM
Sunday School 11:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:30 PM
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM
Teachings from the King 
James Bible
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Darris Barker

CORNERSTONE 
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM
Wednesday Prayer Service/
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM
Pastor: Roy Huffman

E
ELK RIVER BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Saturday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: Brace Cook

F
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST 
TEMPLE
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Bret Wiley

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans 
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy 
Anderson

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bomont, WV
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
and 6:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Nick Bird
Phone 304-548-6665

FLAT FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Wednesday Prayer & Bible 
Study 6:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM 
Pastor: Chris Johnson

FOLA MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Adults Bible Study 
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Daniel Tanner

G
GAULEY BRIDGE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 
11:00 AM
Junior BYF/Senior BYF 
6:00 PM
Sunday Evening Worship 
7:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study 
7:00 PM
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/
Youth 7:00 PM
GOSPEL LIGHT 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Located on Rt. 119 at the 
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday 
night services begin at 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. David Smith 
GROVES CREEK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Friday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Dean Rogers

H
HALLBURG BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00 
PM
Pastor: Michael Jackson

HARTLAND COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb

HORNERS FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Youth 
7:00 PM
Pastor: Joe Dawson

HOUSE OF PRAYER
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel, 
WV (off Rt. 36)
Pentecostal/Full Gospel
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM
Pastor: (304) 587-2996 
(home), (304) 587-2703 
(church)
Pastor: James R. Paxton 

I
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH
Bentree
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM. 
All ages welcome. Also 
have crafts, etc., all children 
welcome.
Pastor: Larry Skaggs

INDORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30
Preaching Lunch 
12:30-1:30 PM
Wednesday Service 
6:30-7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Paul Stepp

IVYDALE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00
Everyone Welcome!
304-395-9990
Pastor: Freddie Elliott

J
JODIE BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Come Worship with Us!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Evening Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JOHNSON CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Vineyard Ridge
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN 
CHURCH
103 Main Street, Clay
Sunday 11:00 AM & 6 PM
Tuesday 7:00 PM
For more info call 304-632-
1378
Pastor: Ann Huddleston

L
LAUREL FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM

LEATHERWOOD 
FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM

LIBERTY ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night: Bible 
Study/Prayer Meeting and 
Youth Group 7:00 PM
Pastor: John Barnhouse

LICKFORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:00 every 
Sunday Morning
Sunday Night Services 
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Come worship with us!
Pastor: Herb Vance

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Tim Butcher
Phone 304-286-2499

LITTLE LAUREL 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: David McLaughlin

LIVING GOD WORSHIP 
CENTER
We invite you to come and 
worship with us.
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Pastor: Cecil Lee

LIZEMORE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM
Church Service 11-12 Noon
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Robert Thomas

M
MAYSEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Monday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

MAYSEL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Everyone Welcome 
Pastor: Jim Hamrick

MIDDLE CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Osborne 

MT. OLIVE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 

Everyone welcome!

MUD FORK CHURCH 
Sunday & Jr. Worship 
Service 10:00 AM Sunday 
School 11:00 AM Sunday 
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday 
Night & Jr. 

Church Service 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Christopher Stout

N
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH
Preaching every Sunday 
Morning at 10:00 AM

Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Preaching, Prayer Meeting 
Wednesday at 7:30 PM

NEW ANTIOCH
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM
Please join us in Praise!
Pastor: Gary Walker

NEWTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday 
11:00 AM
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs

NEWTON BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet-

ing & Bible Study 7:00PM 
Pastor: Darius Walker 
Pastor Emeritus: Ron 
Fisher

NOAH’S ARK FULL 
GOSPEL CHURCH 
Thursday 7:00 PM 
Sunday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr.

O
O’BRION ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching after Sunday 
School. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM
Pastor: James L. Balser

OVAPA METHODIST
CHURCH
Preaching every Sunday at 
9:45 PM
Sunday School 10:30 AM
Sunday School on the 2nd 
Sunday is at 10:00 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Phone 304-587-2955
Pastors: Cindy & Roger 
Dunlap

OTTERLICK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Bible Study Thursday 
6:00 PM
Pastor: Gene Copen

OTTERVALE ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday, 
except 5th, 11:00 AM
Prayer Meeting Tuesday 
Evening
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams

P
PEOPLES COMMUNITY 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Saturday Night Service 
7:00 PM
Take time out for Jesus, he 
took time our for you.
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft

PISGAH FREEWILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Bible Study 
& preaching 6:00 PM
Pastor: Dennis Vance

PLEASANT DALE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM
Wednesday night Bible Study 
7:00 PM
Saturday Night Preaching
Pastor: Wayne Litton

PLEASANT HILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Wayne Smith

PROCIOUS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Welcomes You!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:15 AM
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: David Walker

Q
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C. 
CHURCH
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Thursday Night 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Scott Means

R
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC 
CHURCH at Maysel
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol-
lowed by Religious Education 
9:30 AM
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro 
SVD
Pastoral Associates: Father 
Dominijus Boak SVD

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Prayer Meeting 
7:00 PM
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Delbert  McKenzie

RUSH FORK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday 
11:00 AM
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
Singing or Preaching 
11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM
Come see us in church.
Pastor: Harry Dobbins

S
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Thursday Service 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Jason Belt

T
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST
Saturday Services 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM

Pastor: Hiram Lewis

TRINITY MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service
7:00 PM.
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Clifford Samples

U
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
WednesdayService 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome
Pastor: Don Dobbins

UNITY GOSPEL
TABERNACLE
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Geoff Hamrick

V
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend.

W
WALLBACK
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun-
days 9:45 AM
Bible Study Wednesday Eve-
ning 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: (304) 332-5503
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins

WALNUT MEMORIAL
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:00 AM
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Lester Tanner

WHITE PILGRIM
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Paul Coon

WHITESTAR
TABERNACLE CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall
WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Randy Tinney

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE
 APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Come worship the Lord with 
us!
Phone: (304) 587-7410
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw

VISIT CLAYCOUNTYFREEPRESS.COM
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Mustangs compete at Braxton Bash Duals

Lady Panthers sweep the week on the hardwood

Coach Tyler Dorsey and Charles Hamrick Justin Nida sets up the pin. 

Logan Hobbs puts on the squeeze. 
Matthew Neely rearranges the neck bone. 

By Allen Hamrick
CCMS wrestling is back in the headlines and setting 

fire to the mats after a few years of silence. No more, 
however; the mats are once again alive and the CCMS 
wrestling team is quickly becoming a powerhouse on the 
mat.  The Mustangs have competed this year at several 
meets and have done pretty well considering the lay off.  
Thanks to new head coach Tyler Dorsey the beast has 
been resurrected within the walls of CCMS.  The Mus-
tangs are bringing their hunger to get back to the top of 
the food chain in the world of wrestling.  It may take 
some time to get the glory back, but they are well on 
their way. 

The Mustangs took to the mat at the Braxton County 
Middle Bash Duals on Saturday.  There were 12 teams 
that competed and they were top of the line meat eater 
teams, the best of the best.  Teams from Clay, Braxton, 
Logan, Western Greenbrier, Triadelphia, Webster, Gilm-
er, Beckley Stratton, Elkview, Paden City, Sissonville, 
and Blennerhassett all came to dish out some pain.  It 
was a good ol’ fashioned whip down with plenty of great 
wrestling to go around.  The wrestlers of Clay Middle 
went to work hitting the mats with guts and grit; they 
gave no quarter and asked for none in return. 

The Mustangs was pinning shoulders to the mat but 
had a difficult time winning matches due to the shortage 
of wrestlers in different weight classes.  However, the 

Mustangs did a whale of a job in the weight classes they 
could bring to the mat, and they definitely handed the 
other teams a tissue box in their matches.  The Mustangs 
are making people turn their heads in this sport and are 
showing no signs of letting up.  They will be back in 
action on January 14 at South Harrison Middle School. 

In other wrestling news, the CCHS Panthers took to 
the mats at the National Guard Duals in Summersville 
this past week.  Teams from all over the state and out of 
state came to compete. The Panthers did well in the tour-
nament but didn’t place.  The Panthers will be in action 
at the Winners’ Choice tournament on January 13th and 
14th. Come out and support the teams. 

Paris Williams steals and deals.
Ilyauna Evans hits two of her 16.

By Allen Hamrick
The Lady Panthers were home this past week host-

ing Buffalo and Braxton.   Buffalo was first on the 
chopping block as the Lady Panthers went to work.  
Once the Lady Panthers got rolling and found their 
groove, their game came alive.  Both teams wanted a 
win, and it showed. By the time this game was over, 
it was time for some R and R.   Defense became the 
rule as the Lady Panthers turned up the heat on their 
press and put an end to the hopes of a win for Buffalo.  
Offense for the Lady Panthers started out strong in the 
1st period but the hoops were hard to hit in the 2nd 
and 3rd.   Buffalo couldn’t capitalize on the mistakes 
and had an even harder time hitting the net until the 

4th period.  Offense picked up on both sides of the 
ball as Buffalo made a run for the win in the 4th rack-
ing up 20 points in the period and nearly catching the 
Lady Panthers.  Key steals and good offense by the 
Lady Panthers, however, sent the Lady Panthers to the 
winners’ circle.  In the end, it was a rough game with-
out the usual intensity, but the Lady Panthers pulled 
out the win 42-35.  Ilyauna Evans racked up 16 points 
in the game to lead the Lady Panthers in scoring fol-
lowed by Lexi Gilliland with nine. 

Next up was Braxton, and it was another nail biter. 
Underneath the hoop, the Lady Panthers out squeezed 
the ball and were monsters on the boards.  There were 
no big money players in this game; the girls ticked like 

a Rolex and took down their opponents 46-38.  There 
still a few bugs to work out, but the Lady Panthers are 
on the move.  This game was yet another example of 
great basketball from the Lady Panthers who basically 
out lasted Braxton on the boards for four periods.  The 
Ladies will be on the road again to Hoover to take on 
the lady Huskies on Tuesday, January 10th.  If you get 
a little chilled and feel a cold coming on, it is probably 
basketball fever and the only known cure is to get to 
a game.

Lexi Gilliland works in the paint.


