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Zane Minger notches 100th win!

See Story on Page 8

USDA Seeks 
Applications to 
Support Rural 
Entrepreneurs and 
Create Jobs for 
People in Rural 
West Virginia

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Rural Development is accepting applications 
to support economic development and create 
jobs for people in rural West Virginia.

USDA is making this funding available un-
der the Rural Business Development Grant 
program to support business opportunities or 
business enterprise projects in rural West Vir-
ginia communities. Eligible entities are rural 
towns, communities, state agencies, authori-
ties, nonprofits, federally recognized Tribes, 
public institutions of higher education and non-
profit cooperatives.

Business opportunity projects are used to 
identify and analyze business opportunities 
that will use local rural materials or human re-
sources. These projects must be consistent with 
local and area-wide community and economic 
development strategic plans. Projects must also 
support other economic development activities 
in the project area. They may include establish-
ing business support centers or financing job 
training and leadership development in rural 
areas. Enterprise projects include the repair 
or modernization of buildings, technical as-
sistance such as feasibility studies or business 
plans, or equipment purchases for leasing to 
small or emerging businesses.

In fiscal year 2023, USDA anticipates that 
part of the funding may be set aside for fed-
erally recognized Native American Tribes, 
Rural Empowerment Zones/Enterprise Com-
munities/Rural Economic Area Partnerships, 
projects located in persistent poverty areas (in-
cluding those of Native Americans), and Stra-
tegic Economic and Community Development 
(SECD) projects. Eligible applicants for the 
persistent poverty and SECD set-aside funds 
must demonstrate that 100% of the benefits of 
an approved grant will assist beneficiaries in 
the designated areas.

Applications for grants, including all set-
aside funds, must be submitted in paper or 
electronic format to the USDA Rural Develop-
ment West Virginia State Office by 4:30 p.m. 
local time on Feb. 28, 2023. For additional in-
formation, visit Grants.gov or see page 71571 
of the Nov. 23, 2022, Federal Register.

USDA Rural Development encourages ap-
plicants to consider projects that will advance 
key priorities under the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration to help rural America build back better 
and stronger. Key priorities include creating 
new and better markets, addressing the impacts 
of climate change and advancing equity in rural 
America. For more information, visit https://
www.rd.usda.gov/priority-points.

To subscribe to USDA Rural Development 
West Virginia updates, visit GovDelivery sub-
scriber page.

Manchin Visits Gassaway Kroger, 
Braxton Senior Citizens Center

Last week, U.S. Senator Joe Man-
chin (D-WV) visited the Gassaway 
Kroger with Kroger CEO, Rodney 
McMullen, after Kroger leadership 
and UFCW Local 400 leaders an-
nounced in November that that Gas-
saway location would remain open. 
Kroger had previously announced the 
store would close this month. Senator 
Manchin also visited the Braxton Se-
nior Citizens Center for lunch.

“Today I visited the Gassaway 
Kroger with CEO Rodney McMul-
len, his team, and community mem-
bers and talked with employees af-
ter Kroger leadership announced 
in November that the store would 
remain open,” said Senator Man-
chin. “I greatly appreciate Kroger 
leadership’s willingness to consider 
the impacts of this closure for the 
community and work with UFCW 
Local 400 to prevent the store closure. 
The Gassaway Kroger will continue 
to serve Braxton County residents, 
and I look forward to seeing this 
community thrive for years to come. 
I appreciate that Rodney also spent 
time with community members at 
the Braxton Senior Citizens Center 
that provides essential services for so 

many of our fellow West Virginians.”
The Gassaway Kroger store em-

ploys 52 associates. Throughout West 

Virginia, Kroger employs approx-
imately 2,900 associates in its 29 
stores statewide.

WVDEP awards nearly $2 million 
in Recycling Assistance Grants

Grants were awarded to 
state solid waste authorities, 
county commissions, munic-
ipalities, private industries, 
and non-profit organizations

The West Virginia Department of 
Environmental Protection (WVDEP) 
approved nearly $2 million in Recy-
cling Assistance Grants to 29 recip-
ients through the agency’s Rehabil-

itation Environmental Action Plan 
(REAP) program on Tuesday.

Grants were awarded to state solid 
waste authorities, county commis-
sions, municipalities, private indus-
tries, and nonprofit organizations.

Funding for the grant program is 
generated through a $1 assessment 
fee per ton of solid waste disposed 
at in-state landfills, pursuant to WV 
Code 22-15A-19(h) (1).

Local grant recipients include the 
Clay County Health Department 

in the amount of $25,185 to assist 
with recycling bags, portable steel tilt 
dumpsters with lids, commercial re-
cycling containers with lids, canopy 
recycling containers, a dump trailer, 
and transportation contractor services 
to support a new recycling initiative.

The Clay County Middle School 
afterschool program is still seeking 
donated sewing machines. If you have 
a working portable sewing machine 
that you no longer need and would 
like to donate to a beginning sewist, 
please drop it off at the Clay Coun-
ty Library earmarked for the CCMS 
sewing class. The manual would 
be great to have with the machine. 
Please, include your contact informa-
tion. In the case that the class is too 
small for the number of machines that 
may be donated, leave a note saying 
what you want done with it. Thank 
you in advance for your support!

NOTICE OF MEETING:
Organization: Workforce Develop-

ment Board Mid-Ohio Valley/Local 
Elected Officials 

Date: Friday, Jan. 27, 2023 - Time: 
10 a.m.

Place: St. Josephs Landing, 1824 
Murdoch Ave., Parkersburg WV 

Contact Person: Robin Sterling 
681-588-0415

Comments: Agenda available upon 
request.

The Clay County WIC office locat-
ed at 452 Main Street in Clay is open 
to serve the public every Monday and 
Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Larry Lee Freeman
Booked 1/17/2023

Capias-1

Samantha Brooke 
Starcher

Booked 1/18/2023
Bailpiece-1

Dustin Joe Brantley
Booked  1/22/2023

Burglary-1, Conspiracy-1

Dustin Brice Stewart 
Booked  1/22/2023

Conspiracy-1, Burglary, 
Probation Violation

Terry Lee Brown, Jr.
Booked 1/18/2023

Possession with Intent -1

Robert Wesley Spinks
Booked 1/18/2023

Simple Possession-1

Seth Randolph Legg
Booked 1/19/2023

Destruction of Property-1

Samuel Todd Murphy
Booked 1/19/2023
Bond Violation-1

Larry Ray Patton
Booked 1/19/2023

Driving Revoked for 
DUI, No Operators, 

No Insurance

Jeremy Scott Ward
Booked 1/19/2023

Obtaining Money/Prop-
erty/Services by false 

pretense

Johnny Eugene Brown
Booked 1/20/2023

Brandishing a deadly 
weapon, Assault

Vincent Seth Ruggieri
Booked 1/20/2023

Destruction of Property, 
Domestic Battery, Pro-

hibited Person w/Firearm

DHHR cont. on page 4

Jonathon Paul Boggs
Booked 1/23/2023

No Insurance

Robert Allen Kinser
Booked 1/23/2023

Possession of Meth-1, 
Obstructing

Jack Benny Price, II
Booked 1/18/2023

Capias-1 (Family Court)

J.W. Shortridge
Booked 1/18/2023
Probation Violation

Penny Lee Browning
Booked 1/19/2023

Capias-1, Circuit Court 
Capias

Christopher Matthew 
Conard

Booked 1/19/2023
Bond Revocation-1

FOLLOW
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ANIMAL CARE
USE HAPPY JACK® SEAL ‘N HEAL®   
on dogs, cats, & horses to seal wounds 
with a bitter taste repel flies and prevent 
gnawing.  Allow healing.  At Tractor 
Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors 
are here to help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your family. 
Call for your FREE, no-obligation con-
sultation: 1-855-935-2903 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRAT-
OR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 

Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 
TIMESHARE CANCELLATION EX-
PERTS Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-738-0094 

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org
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Douglas Williams Bruce
Booked 1/20/2023

Family Court Capias-1

Karen Marie Balas
Booked 1/21/2023

Capias-2

Mavin Timothy Campbell
Booked 1/22/2023

Assault on Healthcare 
Worker, Obstructing 
EMT, Possession of 

Meth, Battery on Emer-
gency Service Personnel, 

Trespassing/Asked to 
Leave

DHHR Awarded Grant 
to Support Early 
Childhood Services

C H A R L E S T O N , 
W.Va. – The West Vir-
ginia Department of 
Health and Human Re-
sources (DHHR), Bureau 
for Family Assistance 
(BFA), Division of Early 
Care and Education was 
awarded $2.6 million by 
the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices to support early 
childhood services for 
children from birth to age 
five.

The Preschool Devel-
opment Birth through 
Five grant focuses on 
infants and toddlers, vul-
nerable children, children 
transitioning to kinder-
garten, migrant families, 
children with special 
needs, and Early Care and 
Education (ECE) work-
force.

“DHHR’s Division of 

Early Care and Educa-
tion, in collaboration with 
the West Virginia Ear-
ly Childhood Advisory 
Council and other early 
care and education part-
ners throughout the state, 
is committed to building 
an equitable and sustain-
able ECE system,” said 
Janie Cole, Interim Com-
missioner for DHHR’s 
Bureau for Family Assis-
tance. “This funding will 
support ongoing policy 
development, strategies 
and programming that 
ensure all children have 
access to high quality set-
tings and services.”

Funding from this grant 
will allow DHHR to sup-
port the development of 
additional professional 
development opportu-
nities; target efforts to 
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Potato Pancakes
By Joseph J. Mazzella

The BapTisT Classroom
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

 A Poultry Piece

Baptist preachers like to eat 
chicken on Biblical and mor-
al grounds. As my former pastor 
James Hobbs used to say, since that 
rooster told on Peter, we’ve been 
waging war on them ever since. 
It’s just a bonus that fried chicken 
is finger-licking good. You don’t 
read about any chickens in the Old 
Testament unless you are counting 
the men of Israel looking at Goliath 
or the twenty thousand of Gideon’s 
army looking at the Midianites. 
Now that I think about it, there are 
quite a few chickens in the Old 
Testament. An article at Grammar-
phobia.com says that “the cowardly 
sense of the noun “chicken” ulti-
mately comes from the use of “hen” 
for a fainthearted person, contrasted 
with “cock” (rooster) for a domi-
nant person.” What if you are such a 
chicken you are afraid of chickens? 
You have alektorophobia. Alektoro-
phobia comes from the Greek word 
for rooster alector. Thayer said that 
Greek word is from aleko, which 
means to ward off, giving a nod to 
the rooster protecting the hens. A 

rooster is no chicken, if you get my 
drift. 

But I digress. According to the 
International Standard Bible En-
cyclopedia, the chicken is thought 
to have first been domesticated 
in India from the red jungle fowl. 
There are records from China circa 
1400BC mentioning importing the 
birds. From there, they were export-
ed to Greece, then Italy, eventually 
becoming popular in the Middle 
East. By the time you get to the 
New Testament days, the beloved 
birds were so common, they reck-
oned time during the night by the 
rooster crow. Jesus used a mother 
hen as an example of love and care 
in Matthew where He said, “O Je-
rusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them 
which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and 
ye would not!”

What did Peter think when he 
heard a rooster crow? Jesus foretold 
that Peter’s cockalorum would lead 

to him denying Jesus three times 
before the cock crowed, and when 
Peter heard that caw, he remem-
bered what Jesus said, and it broke 
his heart (Matthew 26:74-75). 
Sometimes I’ll hear a song playing, 
and I’m immediately taken back to 
a moment that I forever associate 
with that song. Often, it’s some-
thing I’d like to forget. I don’t know 
if roosters made Peter cringe, but I 
often think about Peter when I hear 
one crowing. Then I think of Jesus, 
who died for his sins, cleansed and 
made him whole. Not only did Je-
sus forgive Peter, but he restored 
him to the ministry, and Peter spent 
the rest of his life telling people 
about the marvelous grace of Jesus, 
reminding Christians of the gospel 
and strengthening them, so they 
would not fall (2 Peter 1). 

And think, all this because some-
one, long ago, caught a bird in the 
woods and decided they’d take it 
home and try to raise them. God’s 
providence is marvelous, ordaining 
a jungle bird’s domestication for his 
glory. 

Home Country
Slim Randles
There was Steve, our resident 

cowboy, sitting at the round table in 
the Mule Barn truck stop, doodling 
on paper. Other members of the 
world dilemma think tank gravitated 
to Steve’s table.

Steve appeared to be oblivious 
of the rest of us. “Downspout,” he 
mumbled.

Doc nodded at Herb. “Down-
spout, Herb.”

“I thought so, too,” Herb said.
“Oh hi guys,” said Steve.
“So Steve … downspout?”
“Hot tub,” Steve said, as if that 

cleared everything up. “For the cab-
in. You know. I’m going to put in a 
hot tub.”

“And you need a downspout for 
this?” Herb said.

“For the rain,” Steve said.
We looked at him.
 “No water,” Steve said. “You 

know, at the cabin.”

“Let’s see if I have this right,” Dud 
said. “You want to put a hot tub in at 
your cabin and you don’t have wa-
ter.”

“Exactly.”
“So you need a downspout…?”
“For when it rains,” Steve said. 

“To fill the hot tub.”
“Okay. So how will you get it 

hot?”
“Going to wrap copper tubing 

around the stovepipe in the cabin, 
you see, and then send it on out to 
the hot tub. The tub will be outside 
on the porch.”

“You don’t have a porch.”
“But I will by the time I get the 

hot tub built,” Steve explained. “I’ll 
bet that copper tubing will heat that 
water right up and then I can have a 
good soak up there any time I want.”

“Not quite,” said Doc. “Not the 
way I figure it.”

Steve looked at him. “Why not?”
“If the water comes down the 

downspout, around the stovepipe 
through the copper tubing and then 
outside to the hot tub, it looks to me 
like the only time you can soak in the 
tub is in a rainstorm.”

 Steve thought about that for a 
minute. Then sipped his cold coffee. 
Loretta heated it up.

“And Steve,” said Doc, “you ever 
been on that mountain when the 
lightning’s popping? If you’re in that 
hot tub, with your moustache flop-
ping around in the wind while you 
watch the surrounding countryside 
explode, well …”

Steve wiped out what he was 
drawing with the pencil and started 
in on a fresh napkin.

 He looked up after a few minutes. 
“Pool table,” he said.

 It’s a good thing dreams are free.
--------
Mother-in-law planning a visit? 

Here’s some help. Try bagpipeles-
sonsonline.com. 

True or False:  Nino Tempo & April Ste-
vens (Deep Purple-Whispering-Stardust) 
were husband & wife.

 
Answer to last week’s Trivia: Peter & 

Gordon’s #1 song in June of 1964, was the 
first Beatles song to go #1 that wasn’t re-
corded by the Beatles was: “A World With-
out Love”. 

When I was a boy growing up we didn’t have much. 
Most of the clothes I wore were hand-me-downs from 
my two brothers. The books I read were old, worn, and 
dog-eared with stained, yellow pages. My toys were 
few and came only at Christmas or my birthday. We 
didn’t even buy that much at the grocery store because 
we raised so much of our food at home. We raised pigs 
for meat and had four HUGE vegetable gardens.

The largest of these gardens was dedicated entirely 
to potatoes. I remember my Mom, brothers, and I hand 
planting them after my Dad had tiled the soil. Each year 
the crop was enormous. We had potatoes with almost 
every meal. There were fried potatoes for breakfast, 
oven cooked potatoes with chicken for dinner, potatoes 
slow cooked in my Nana’s special, spaghetti sauce, and 
mashed potatoes with just about everything.

Nothing in our house ever went to waste either. 
Whenever Mom had made too much mashed potatoes 
for dinner one day, the next day we had potato pan-
cakes. Mom would take the left over mashed potatoes 
out of the fridge, add egg, flour, salt, pepper, and just a 
bit of garlic and we would all sit down to a table full of 
delicious little pancakes. I can still taste them even now 
though I have never been able to duplicate her recipe. 
Mine always taste a little bland compared to hers. May-
be she added a secret ingredient that I don’t remember 
or maybe it was just the love with which she cooked 
them. It flavored all her meals. Each time I ate one I felt 
warm not just in my belly but in my heart as well. What 
I wouldn’t give to sit down to just one more meal with 
Mom, give her a hug, and tell her how much I love her 
and miss her now that she’s in Heaven.

Like Mom may you always flavor your meals with 
love. May you always flavor your lives with love. May 
you become a gourmet for God filling hearts wherever 
you go.

What Would My Life Be without a Cookie
Dr. James L. Snyder
This past week was about as crazy 

as they get. When I think it can’t get 
any crazier, somebody hears me and 
makes it crazier just for me.

One morning I had to go across 
town to get some office supplies 
and other things. I try to ensure that 
when I go, it’s for several things, not 
just one.

The traffic was somewhat crazy. 
Everybody was driving as though 
trying to escape some danger behind 
them. I don’t like it when the traffic 
gets like this. I’m not sure why peo-
ple drive the way they drive.

I must say, one of the craziest 
drivers seemed to be somewhat re-
ligious. He stuck his hand out the 
window and pointed toward heaven. 
Unfortunately, he got the wrong fin-
ger. It’s the thought that counts.

Hearing a roaring noise behind 
me; I looked in my rearview mir-
ror and saw a little red convertible 
zooming up past me, and behind 
the steering wheel was an older man 
looking like my grandfather. He had 
the biggest smile as he was roared 
past me. I guess he was living out his 
teenage years before he died, which 
could be soon.

Then there was a motorcycle 
zinging in and out and crossing the 
double line several times, and he 
whizzed by me, laughing like he was 
having the time of his life.

Carefully driving home to avoid 
getting hit, I began to think about 
this. Where do these people get their 
driver’s licenses? Perhaps it’s an on-
line service, and they don’t have to 
take any driving test. So I would like 
to get a hold of the person that gave 
them a driver’s license, and shake 
my finger in his face.

Then I asked myself, who in the 
world sold a vehicle to these people?

Before I got home, I passed an 
accident along the way. I guess peo-
ple don’t know that there’s a conse-
quence in driving like an idiot. So 
again, where do idiots get driver’s 
licenses?

The fact that I got home without 
any accident was a real blessing.

I was frustrated with all the non-
sense on the highways. I come from 
Pennsylvania, and the most traffic is 
horse and buggy. So what would it 
be like if all vehicles, both gas and 
electric, were banned in our country 
and everybody had to drive a horse 
and buggy?

It ain’t ever going to happen, but it 
was at least worth thinking about, as 
nervous as I felt at the time.

I finally arrived home, parked my 
vehicle, and went inside. The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage met 
me as I walked in and said, “What 
happened? You look terrible.”

Well, I did look in the mirror that 
morning, so I did look terrible, but 
that wasn’t what she meant.

I told her about all the crazy driv-
ers I had to deal with driving across 
town.

“Who,” I said to her most franti-
cally, “gave these people a driver’s 
license?”

She looked at me sympathetically 
and smiled.

Then I said, “Who in the world 
sold them a vehicle thinking they 
could drive?”

She knew I was frustrated and 
tense with all of this nonsense on the 
road.

It wasn’t anything new, but some-
times things have a way of building 
up.

I went into the living room, sat in 
my easy chair, and decided to watch 
a little TV to calm my nerves. I’m 
not sure what I was watching; I just 
wanted to take some time and un-
wind from the crazy day I had.

Then, The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage brought me a nice hot 
cup of coffee.

“Here,” she said. “Maybe this will 
calm you down a little.”

I smiled and thanked her because 
nothing calms me down like a nice 
hot cup of coffee. Whoever invent-
ed coffee should get a Nobel Peace 
Prize.

I took one sip, and I could feel my 
nerves starting to unravel. How I 
love a cup of coffee!

Then, The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage did something unex-
pected. She came in and brought me 
some cookies.

“Here, these cookies may help 
you calm down a little more.”

She handed me not one but two 
cookies. This was something that 
had never happened in my life be-
fore.

I sat in my chair, sipped some 
more coffee, and then gently smelled 
those cookies. That morning my 
wife was making cookies for some-
body, so the kitchen was full of the 
cookie aroma. Walking in, I was so 
stressed that I did not smell those 
cookies.

The aroma of that cookie seemed 
to fill me with good vibes, like it was 
1969.

I took one bite and began slow-
ly and delicately munching on that 
cookie. Nothing so wonderful in 
all the world as a freshly baked 
cookie. So I leaned back, closed 
my eyes, and enjoyed that cookie.  
I  
In no time, the first cookie was gone. 
Then I picked up the second cookie, 
looked at it with admiration, and be-
gan nibbling it.

As I was chewing that cookie, I 
thought to myself, what would life 
be without cookies?

In a rather relaxed mode, I re-
membered what the apostle Paul 
said. “The Lord give mercy unto the 
house of Onesiphorus; for he oft re-
freshed me, and was not ashamed of 
my chain” (2 Timothy 1:16).

It’s amazing how God sends peo-
ple into our lives to refresh us when 
we seem to be under some kind of 
stress.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Oc-
ala, FL with the Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@
gmail.com, website www.jamessny-
derministries.com.
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This Week in

West Virginia History
The following events happened on these 

dates in West Virginia history. To read 
more, go toe-WV: The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

Jan. 25, 1814: 
Francis Harrison 
Pierpont was born 
near Morgantown. 
On June 20, 1861, 
Pierpont was unan-
imously elected 
as governor of the 
unionist Reorga-
nized State of Vir-
ginia, which sat at Wheeling until West 
Virginia entered the Union two years 
later.

Jan. 25, 1878: Activist Lenna Lowe 
Yost was born in Basnettville in Marion 
County. She held key leadership roles in 
the woman’s suffrage movement and the 
temperance movement.

Jan. 25, 1889: Anna Johnson Gates 
was born in Kanawha County. The 
state’s first female state legislator, Gates 
was elected to the House of Delegates in 
1922 and served a single term.

Jan. 26, 1850: Wyoming County was 

formed by the Virginia General Assem-
bly from part of Logan County.

Jan. 26, 1960: Burnsville High School 
basketball player Danny Heater scored 
135 points in a varsity game against Wid-
en, setting a national record. Heater went 
on to receive an academic scholarship to 
attend the University of Richmond.

Jan. 27, 1925: Bernard L. Coffindaf-
fer was born in Nicholas County. In the 
1980s and 1990s, Coffindaffer erected 
clusters of crosses along the highways 
of West Virginia and much of the South-
east.

Jan. 27., 1933: Folk artist George-
Connard Wolfe was born in Standard, 
Kanawha County. A self-trained sculp-
tor, he made his own tools from automo-
bile leaf springs and engine valves and 
worked in stone and wood.

Jan. 27-28, 1998: Flat Top on the 
Mercer-Raleigh county line received a 
record snowfall of 35 inches in a 24-hour 
period.

Jan. 28, 1902: Miners Hospital No. 
One opened at Welch, with a young Dr. 
Henry Hatfield as president. The leg-
islature had passed a law requiring the 
building of state hospitals for those en-
gaged in dangerous occupations, and 
eventually three hospitals were built in 
different sections of the state.

Jan. 28, 1937: In a flood that drove a 
million Ohio Valley residents from their 
homes, the Ohio River crested at Hun-
tington at 69.45 feet, more than 19 feet 
above flood stage. By the time the wa-
ter receded, five people were dead, and 
the city was in ruins. Parkersburg, Ra-
venswood, and Point Pleasant also were 
badly damaged.

Jan. 29, 1903: The great rhododen-
dron was designated the official state 
flower of West Virginia, after being rec-
ommended by the governor and voted on 
by students in the public schools.

Jan. 30, 1818: Nicholas County was 

created by the Virginia legislature from 
parts of Greenbrier, Kanawha, and Ran-
dolph counties. The county was named 
for Wilson Cary Nicholas, a Virginia 
governor and U.S. senator who lived 
from 1761 to 1820.

Jan. 30, 1895: Mingo County was 
created from the southern part of Logan 
County. Mingo is the youngest county in 
West Virginia.

Jan. 31, 1878: Educator William 
Woodson Trent was born in rural Nich-
olas County. He served as state superin-
tendent of schools from 1933 until 1957.

Jan. 31, 1922: Movie and television 
actress Joanne Dru was born Joan Leti-
tia Lacock in Logan. Her movie career 
included more than 40 films. Her broth-
er, singer and TV host Peter Marshall, is 
also a West Virginia native.

Jan. 31, 1945: Sergeant Jonah Edward 
Kelley of Mineral County was killed in 
action while leading his squad against 
German positions during World War II. 
He was awarded the Medal of Honor for 
his “superb courage.”

OBITUARIES
Christina LeAne Koch 

Christina LeAne Koch, 32 of Clay 
entered into rest January 11, 2023. 
Born on March 9, 1990, to John Koch 
and Donna Koch, she was proceeded in 
death by her stepfather Todd Woods. In 
addition to her parents, she is survived 
by her daughter Gabby Koch, 5; sons 
Tyler, Wesley, Jakob, Hunter and Carter 
Bird; her wonderful fiancé, Timothy Ti-
tus; sisters, Patricia Blankenship (Chris) 
and Brittany Woods; brothers, Louis 
Koch, Dennis Koch (Telenia), Jacob 
Koch, and John Koch; and numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts, and 
uncles. She will be missed dearly; she 
was an amazing person once you got to 
know her, she would’ve done anything 
for her kids and the people she loved. 
She loved to draw and tattoo on herself; 
she loved to drive and listen to music 
that would burst her eardrums. She was 
caring, loving, and always made me 
laugh no matter if I was bawling my 
eyes out or what. We miss her so much. 
The Visitation service will be 12:00 
pm – 1:00 pm Thursday January 19, 
2023, at Wilson Smith Funeral Home, 
Clay, WV, with Minister Shane Wynn 
officiating. A graveside service at 1:30 
pm will follow at the Sunset Cemetery, 
Bickmore, WV. Online condolences 
may be sent to the family at www.carl-
wilsonfuneralhome.com. Wilson Smith 
Funeral Home is honored to be serving 
the Koch family. To send flowers to 
the family or plant a tree in memory of 
Christina LeAne Koch, please visit our 
floral store.

Beulah Marie Holcomb 

Beulah Marie Holcomb, 85 of Indore, 
West Virginia passed away at her home 
on January 18, 2023 surrounded by her 
family.Beulah was born to the late Okey 
and Jessie Walker on August 25, 1937 in 
Vaughan, West Virginia. She was a lov-
ing mother, wife and homemaker. Along 
with her parents, she was proceeded in 
death by her husband Jewel Allen Hol-
comb Sr. Surviving are children, Ran-
dy (Anita) Holcomb of Bickmore, WV, 
Tinker (Lora) Holcomb of Indore , WV 
Robin (Della) Holcomb of Indore, WV 
Sherry (Dwayne) Walker of Lizemore, 
WV, and Wendy Skidmore (David) of 
Ivydale, WV. 13 grandchildren and 23 
great grandchildren. Graveside service 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Saturday Jan-
uary 21st at the Holcomb Family cem-
etery, Glen, WV. Online condolences 
may be sent to the family at www.carl-
wilsonfuneralhome.com. Wilson Smith 
Funeral Home is honored to be serving 
the Holcomb family

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

promote successful partnerships among 
early learning providers, community 
agencies, and school districts for suc-
cessful transition from early learning 
programs to kindergarten; and improve 
the alignment and coordination of ser-
vices and programs that serve migrant 

children (ages 6 weeks to 5 years) who 
participate in preschool.

More information on the federal Pre-
school Development Birth through Five 
grant program can be found on the Of-
fice of Child Care website.

DHHR (cont. from page 2)
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To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

LEGALLegal 3 col x 5”
0119 0126 0202

(Cert. No. 082273 Garnet Gas Corporation)
To: ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR MAIL, NANCY HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES, NANCY 

HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR MAIL, JOHN THOMAS HAYES C/O ROBERT K 
HAYES, JOHN THOMAS HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR MAIL, MARY JO HAYES C/O 
ROBERT K HAYES, MARY JO HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR MAIL, GARY HAYES 
C/O ROBERT K HAYES, GARY HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR MAIL, THE UNKNOW 
HEIRS, DEVISEES, CREDITORS & ASSIGNS OF MARGARET HAYES, ROBERT HAYES, NANCY 
HAYES, JOHN THOMAS HAYES, MARY JO HAYES & GARY HAYES, ROBERT K HAYES, or heirs 
at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties that may have an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT  HENRY  MAP  9999  PARCEL  0000 01323004
You will take notice that Garnet Gas Corporation, the purchaser of the following real estate, Certification 

No. 082273, located in HENRY District, 39 AC WTS LAUREL MIN 1/6 OF 3/9 INT which was returned 
delinquent or nonentered in the name of HAYES ROBERT, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of 
delinquent and nonentered lands of Clay County at the sale for the delinquent taxes made on 10/19/2022. 
Garnet Gas Corporation requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after 
06/12/2023, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to 
redeem on or before 06/12/2023 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the sale, with  $  225.86
interest, to 06/12/2023.
Amount of taxes paid on the property, since the sale, with interest to 06/12/2023.  $  0.00
Amount paid for Title Examination and preparation of the list to be served and  $  1020.80
for preparation and service of notice with interest to 06/12/2023.
Additional Statutory Fees with interest to 06/12/2023.  $ 0.00
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff - cashier check, money order, certified or  $  1245.94 
personal check must be made payable to The Honorable Allen King, 
Sheriff of Clay County.

You may redeem at any time before 06/12/2023, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
Given under my hand 1/12/2023
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of Clay County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payments to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collection Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East,
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

LEGALLegal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0119 0126

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
In the Matter of Petition of Name Change of M.T.D.L.
Current Name M.T.D.L.
to  Civil Action No. 23-P-1
New Name M.T.D.M. Judge Jack Alsop

Legal Notice of Publication
Change of Name

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County
West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day of February, 2023, at 
9:40 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioners 
Curtis Mullins and Alice Bowe Mullins will apply by Petition to the 
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order 
by said court, changing name of M.T.D.L. to M.T.D.M. at which time 
any interested party may appear and be heard, if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk 
at his office.

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 10th day of January, 
2023.

LEGALLegal 2 col x 2-3/4”
0119 0126

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
In the Matter of Petition of Name Change of E.J.L.
Current Name E.J.L.
to  Civil Action No. 23-P-2
New Name E.J.M. Judge Jack Alsop

Legal Notice of Publication
Change of Name

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County
West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day of February, 2023, at 
9:50 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioners 
Curtis Mullins and Alice Bowe Mullins will apply by Petition to the 
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order 
by said court, changing name of E.J.L. to E.J.M. at which time any 
interested party may appear and be heard, if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk 
at his office.

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 10th day of January, 
2023.

LEGALLegal 3 col  x  4”
0119 0126

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 

Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia until March 14, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract  State Project Federal Project Description
014  2022810002 S381-REC/AL-23 00 STBG-2023(007)D ContWrkTyp
        D-1 RECALL STRIPING 2023
        DISTRICT WIDE
        COUNTY: BOONE, CLAY, MASON,
        KANAWHA, PUTNAM
DBE GOAL: 7% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN
   ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:
Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 

Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ licence is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. All bidders holding valid bidding proposals 
will be notified of such deferment, delay or postponement and the date that proposals will be received and 
publicly opened.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that 
it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not 
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for 
an award.

LEGALLegal 3 col  x  3-1/4”
0119 0126

PUBLIC NOTICE OF NEW TARIFF TERMS AND RATES FOR
INTERCONNECTION WITH UNCONVENTIONAL GAS SUPPLIES

NOTICE is hereby given that Hope Gas, Inc. (Hope Gas or the Company), a public utility, has filed with the 
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA, revised tariff sheets containing new terms and con-
ditions for interconnections receiving unconventional gas supplies.

Hope Gas is proposing to make changes to its tariff to accommodate unconventional gas producers who desire 
to interconnect with Hope Gas’s distribution and gathering pipelines. Hope Gas will need to blend gas from the 
unconventional gas producers to meet tariff specifications prior to delivery of the gas to customers. Unconven-
tional gas is becoming more prevalent as a source of supply, and the Company needs to modify its tariff to ac-
commodate additional sources of supply. Hope Gas will recover all costs to interconnect from the unconventional 
producers and charge them for gas blending and operation of the interconnect.

The Company provides resale service to the following customers: Standard Gas Company, Consumers Gas 
Utility Company, Cardinal Natural Gas Company Northern  Division (Lumberport), Mountaineer Gas Com-
pany, Southern Public Service Company, Cardinal Natural Gas Company - Northern Division (Blacksville), and 
Peoples Gas WV LLC. The Company’s proposed changes to its tariff will not impact its current rates and charges 
for natural gas service.

Anyone desiring to protest or intervene should file a written protest or petition to intervene prior to January 
25, 2023 unless otherwise modified by Commission order. Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect your 
rights to protest any rate increases and to participate in future proceedings. All protests or requests to intervene 
should briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests to intervene must comply with the Com-
mission’s rules on intervention set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. All interventions 
may be mailed and addressed to The Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 
812, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25323, or may be hand-delivered. Protests may be filed on line 
through the Commission website (www.psc.state.wv.us) using the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed to 
the Executive Secretary at the same address above.

       Hope Gas, Inc.

Legal 2 col x 4”
0119 0126

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF KANAWHA COUNTY
WEST VIRGINIA 

In Re: The Petition of:
 LORETTA GROSE FOR THE ADOPTION OF MINOR
 CHILD FINLEY WAYNE STEPHENSON
  ADOPTION FILE NO. 22-A-278
  Honorable Maryclaire Akers

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a hearing on the Petition duly filed 

in the Circuit Court of Fayette County, West Virginia, seeking the 
adoption of FINLEY WAYNE STEPHENSON shall be held before the 
Honorable Maryclaire Akers, Judge of the Circuit Court of Kanawha 
County, West Virginia, in the Courthouse located at 111 Court Street, 
Charleston, West Virginia, on Tuesday, February 21, 2023, at 2:00 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as this case may be heard.

Further, notice is hereby given that your parental rights, if any, may 
be terminated in the proceeding, and that should any party appear and 
defend any such rights within Thirty (30) days from the date of the 
first publication of this notice. If you fail to respond within said Thirty 
(30) day period, you may not appear or receive further notice of these 
adoption proceedings.

 PETITIONER IN KANAWHA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
CIVIL ACTION NO. 22-A-278

LEGAL

LEGALLegal 3 col x 5”
0126

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 22-1048-PWD-19A
GAULEY RIVER PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT

Rule 19A application to increase water rates and charges
and request for emergency interim rates.

NOTICE OF EMERGENCY INTERIM RATE INCREASE
On March 7, 2022, the Gauley River Public Service District (District) filed an application requesting 

a water rate increase. To qualify for the optional rate procedure for small utilities established by Rule 8.2 
(Old Rule 19-A) of the Public Service Commission Rules for the Construction and Filing of Tariffs (Tariff 
Rules). 150 C.S.R. 2, the annual gross revenue of the utility must not exceed $3,000,000.

On the recommendation of Commission Staff, the Commission approved an emergency interim rate 
increase of 3.36% for the District effective immediately. The specific rates approved are as follows:
RATES (Customers with metered water supply)

 First 3,000 gallons used per month $19.53 per 1,000 gallons
 Next 3,000 gallons used per month $18.55 per 1,000 gallons
 Next 4,000 gallons used per month $17.43 per 1,000 gallons
 Next 10,000 gallons used per month $16.32 per 1,000 gallons
 All over 20,000 gallons used per month $15.18 per 1,000 gallons

MINIMUM CHARGE*
No bill will be rendered for less than the following, based on meter size:
 5/8 inch meter $ 54.54 per month
 3/4 inch meter $ 81.81 per month
 1 inch meter $ 136.35 per month
 1-1/2 inch meter $ 272.70 per month
 2 inch meter $ 436.32 per month
 3 inch meter $ 872.64 per month
 4 inch meter $ 1,363.50 per month
 6 inch meter $ 2,727.00 per month
 8  inch meter $ 4,363.20 per month
 10 inch meter $ 6,272 10 per month
This emergency interim rate increase is applicable to all customers of the District.
The emergency interim rates are subject to refund if not justified by an ongoing Staff audit and final 

decision in this matter. Customers may review the specific emergency interim rate changes at the District’s 
office.

  These rates are interim rates only and may be increased, decreased or left unchanged at the conclusion 
of this rate case. During the course of this proceeding the Staff of the Commission will recommend final 
rates for use by the District. Those rates will be published at a later date and may be protested at that time.

GAULEY RIVER PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT 

Legal 2 col x 1”
0126 0202

BIDS FOR CERTIFIED SEWAGE SYSTEM INSTALLER
The Clay County Commission will be holding a pre-bid meeting for 
the purpose of hiring a Certified Sewage System Installer to modify 
the sewage system at Clay County Park located in Maysel, West Vir-
ginia. Project is to be completed by April 1, 2023. The pre-bid meeting 
will be held in the Clay County Commission Courtroom at 246 Main 
Street, Clay, WV 25043 on February 13, 2023 at 11:00 a.m.

LEGAL

Legal 2 col x 3-1/4”
0126 0202

LEGAL PUBLICATION
The Clay County Deputy Sheriff’s Civil Service Commission will 

be accepting applications for examination for entry level Deputy Sher-
iff. Applicants must meet the following requirements in order to be 
considered for employment.

  Be at least 18 years of age nor more than 45 years of age
  Physically capable of passing agility test
  Score at least 65% on the written examination
  All applicants subject to background investigation
  All applicants subject to psychological evaluation
  Provide copy of Valid Driver’s License
  Authorization for Release of Information and Statement
  of Consent must be notarized
Applications may be received by contacting the Clay County 

Clerk’s Office (304-587-4259). Applications may be returned by mail; 
however, they must be RECEIVED in the Clay County Clerk’s Office 
by February 16, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. Applications may be mailed to 
the Clay County Deputy Sheriffs Civil Service Commission, c/o Clay 
County Clerk, P.O. Box 190, Clay, WV 25043. No Fax copies will be 
accepted. Applications must be accompanied by a copy of your valid 
Driver’s License and copies of certification of any special training 
you may have had. If you are a veteran, a copy of your DD 214 must 
be attached to the application. If the application is not completed, 
you will not be eligible to test. Testing will be in person at the Clay 
County Clerk’s Office at 246 Main St., Clay, WV 25043.

Application is also available at www.claycountywv.us

LEGAL
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(Cert. No. 082272 Garnet Gas Corporation)
To: ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR MAIL, NANCY HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES, NANCY 

HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR MAIL, JOHN THOMAS HAYES C/O ROBERT K 
HAYES, JOHN THOMAS HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR MAIL, MARY JO HAYES 
C/O ROBERT K HAYES, MARY JO HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR MAIL, ROBERT K 
HAYES, GARY HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES, GARY HAYES C/O ROBERT K HAYES - REGULAR 
MAIL, THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, CREDITORS & ASSIGNS OF MARGARET HAYES, 
ROBERT HAYES, NANCY HAYES, JOHN THOMAS HAYES, MARY JO HAYES & GARY HAYES, or 
heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conserva-
tors, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the 
delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT  HENRY  MAP  9999  PARCEL  0000 01313004
You will take notice that Garnet Gas Corporation, the purchaser of the following real estate, Certification 

No. 082272, located in HENRY District, 70 AC WTS LAUREL MIN 1/5 OF 3/9 INT which was returned 
delinquent or nonentered in the name of HAYES ROBERT, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of 
delinquent and nonentered lands of Clay County at the sale for the delinquent taxes made on 10/19/2022. 
Garnet Gas Corporation requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after 
06/12/2023, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to 
redeem on or before 06/12/2023 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the sale, with  $  229.61
interest, to 06/12/2023.
Amount of taxes paid on the property, since the sale, with interest to 06/12/2023.  $  0.00
Amount paid for Title Examination and preparation of the list to be served and  $  1020.08
for preparation and service of notice with interest to 06/12/2023.
Additional Statutory Fees with interest to 06/12/2023.  $ 0.00
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff - cashier check, money order, certified or  $  1249.69 
personal check must be made payable to The Honorable Allen King, 
Sheriff of Clay County.

You may redeem at any time before 06/12/2023, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
Given under my hand 1/12/2023
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of Clay County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payments to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collection Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East,
Building 1, Room W-118

Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

LEGAL

Legal 3 col x 4-3/4”
0126

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
DIVISION OF WATER AND WASTE MANAGEMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, PUBLIC INFORMA-
TION OFFICE, 601 57TH STREET SE, CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25304-2345 TELE-
PHONE: (304) 926-0440, TDD: (304) 926-0493, and VOICE-TO-TDD RELAY: 1-800-422-5700.
APPLICATION FOR A CLASS 5 UNDERGROUND INJECTION CONTROL PERMIT
Public Notice No.: JKL-04-23 Public Notice Date:  January 26, 2023
Paper:  Clay County Free Press
The following has applied for a Class 5 Underground Injection Control Permit for this facility or activity:
Application No.: 1135-07-015
Applicant: Clay First Baptist Church
  1594 Triplett Rd
  Clay, WV 25043
Facility: Clay First Baptist Church/Christian Academy, 1594 Triplett Rd, Clay, WV 25043
Latitude: 38:28:14 Longitude: 81:02:57
Business conducted: Church
Activity: Discharge solely sanitary waste to a large-scale septic system
The State of West Virginia will act on the above application in accordance with the West Virginia Legisla-
tive Rules, Title 47, Series 13, Section 14.24 issued pursuant to Chapter 22, Article 11 and Article 12.
Any interested person may submit written comments on the draft permit and may request a pubic hearing in 
writing within thirty (30) days of the date of this public notice. Comments or requests should be addressed to:
 Director, Division of Water and Waste Management, DEP
 601 57th Street SE
 Charleston, WV 25304-2345
 ATTN: Judy Lupson, Permitting
The public comment period begins January 26, 2023 and ends February 25, 2023
Comments received within this period will be considered prior to issuance of the permit. Correspondence 
should include the name, address, and telephone number of the writer and a concise statement of the nature 
of the issues raised. A public hearing may be held if the Director determines there is a significant public 
interest in one or  more issues relevant to the draft permit. Interested persons may contact the public infor-
mation office to obtain further information.
The application, draft permit or factsheet may be inspected by appointment at the Division of Water and Waste 
Management, 601 57th St SE, Charleston, WV 25304 between 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on business days. Cop-
ies of documents may be obtained upon request. Individuals requiring Telecommunications Device (TDD) 
may contact our agency by calling 800-422-5700 between 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
For further information contact the person identified above at (304) 926-0495, or judy.k.lupson@wv.gov

LEGAL

CLAYCOUNTYFREEPRESS.COM
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To place your ADs Call us 
at (304)-647-5724 

Take the guesswork out of 
senior care, call a Caring 

Family Advisor today.

(855) 935-2903  

 

 

  

†

Price subject to change.  

$8999
MO.

+ tax

CHOICE™  PACKAGE
105+ Live TV Channels

  

 
 

†DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high-speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended 
for optimal viewing. Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. only (excl. P.R. & U.S.V.I.). DIRECTV STREAM renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on �le 
unless you cancel. New customers who cancel svc in �rst 14 days get full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits. If you cancel, you keep access through the remaining monthly period. 
Cancellation: Modify or cancel at any time online or by calling 1-800-531-5000.Taxes: State & local taxes or other governmental fees & charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges 
assessed against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: O�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subj. to blackout restr’s. All o�ers, programming, 
promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modi�ed, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream/ for 
details. Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box O�ce, Inc. Separate SHOWTIME subscription required. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime 
Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. EPIX is a 
registered trademark of EPIX Entertainment LLC. Google, Google Play, and Android TV are trademarks of Google LLC. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of 
DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

•  NO ANNUAL CONTRACT REQUIRED,  NO HIDDEN FEES

•  THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND  ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE SCREENS

•  UNLIMITED STREAMS FOR UNLIMITED SCREENS  INCLUDED WITH EVERY PACKAGE* 

*All DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and compatible device(s) required. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Certain networks 
limit total number of simultaneous streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/unlimitedstreams for details.)

 
 

 

 DIRECTV IS THE ONLY STREAMING TV PROVIDER
WITH HBO MAX, SHOWTIME®, STARZ®, EPIX® & CINEMAX® INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS!

Available only for new DIRECTV STREAM customers with CHOICE or ULTIMATE Package (min. $89.99/mo.). HBO Max, SHOWTIME, STARZ, EPIX and Cinemax auto-renew after 3 months at then prevailing rates 
(currently $14.99/mo. for HBO Max, $11/mo. each for SHOWTIME, STARZ and Cinemax, and $6/mo. for EPIX), unless you change or cancel. Req’s you to select o�er. O�er subject to change & may be modi�ed or discontinued 

at any time without notice. Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com. O�er not available to DIRECTV and U-verse TV customers switching to DIRECTV STREAM. See below for details.

855-656-0296
IV Support Holdings

 
 

GET YOUR TV TOGETHER &
UPGRADE YOUR

EXPERIENCE

HELP WANTED
Looking to hire someone to 
plow parking lot and shovel 
sidewalks at the Clay County 

Department of Health and 
Human Resources Office 

in Clay, WV.
If interested, please 
contact Patty Martin 

at 304-872-0810.

CLASSIFIEDS
NOTICE

NOTICE: Use Seal 
‘N Heal on cats, dogs 
& horses to seal cuts 
& scratches with a 
bitter taste to pre-
vent gnawing, allow 
healing. Clay Farm 
Bureau Coop 304-
587-4277 (www.flea-
beacon.com).

Girl Scout Cookie Season 
kicks off across region
The 2023 Girl Scout Cookie 

Season has arrived.

The Girl Scouts of Black Dia-
mond Council kicked off cookie 
season on Jan. 19 with the classic 
lineup of Thin Mints, Samoas, Tag-
alongs, Trefoils, Do-si-dos, Lem-
on-Ups, Girl Scout S’mores, Tof-
fee-tastics, Adventurefuls and new 
this year: Raspberry Rally. 

The Raspberry Rally is a crispy 
cookie with a pink raspberry fla-
vored center and dipped in the same 
chocolate coating as the popular 
Thin Mint Cookie. The online-ex-
clusive cookie will be available be-
ginning Feb. 27.

“Cookie season is a wonderful 
time of year when Girl Scouts learn 
how to operate their own business 
and our community rallies together 
to support them and enjoy treats at 
the same time,” said Beth Casey, 
CEO for the Girl Scouts of Black 
Diamond.

“These girls have big goals to 

travel, take on service projects and 
help their communities - and you 
can help get them there simply by 
ordering cookies to enjoy. All the 
while, they’re learning key skills 
like goal setting, decision making, 
money management, business eth-
ics and people skills.”

To purchase Girl Scout Cookies 
this season:

If you know a Girl Scout, reach 
out to her to find out how she’s sell-
ing cookies - whether that’s in per-
son or online. 

If you don’t know a Girl Scout, 
email us at cookies@bdgsc.org so 
we can connect you with one in 
your area. 

Later this spring, cookie booths 
will be available outside all of your 
favorite big box retailers and you’ll 
be able to find troops selling near 
you using your zip code on our 
website. 

Don’t need cookies for yourself? 
No problem! Consider ordering 
a few boxes as part of the Gift of 
Caring program, which are donated 

to military members, veterans and 
their families.

The Cookie Program began in 
1917 as a way for troops to finance 
activities. Today, the program en-
courages girls to discover their 
inner leadership potential and use 
their earnings to create experiences 
for themselves and their troop—in-
cluding travel, outdoor adventure, 
and science, technology, engineer-
ing and math programming.

Proceeds from the sale stay local 
and have led to support for animal 
shelters, food banks and more in 
communities – all while teaching 
girls crucial skills like goal setting, 
decision making, money manage-
ment, people skills and business 
ethics.

Every Girl Scout Cookie pur-
chase fuels local Girl Scouts’ ad-
ventures throughout the year: 
exploring what interests them, dis-
covering their passions, and taking 
action on issues they care about. 

For more information, visit 
bdgsc.org. 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency program Assists WV 
Livestock Producers Impacted by Winter Storms

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) West Virginia Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) Executive Di-
rector John Perdue is reminding 
the state’s producers who suffered 
livestock losses due to the recent 
adverse weather, they may be eli-
gible for the Livestock Indemnity 
Program (LIP).

LIP compensates livestock own-
ers and contract growers for live-
stock death losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to an adverse 
weather event, which can include 
blizzards and extreme cold, among 
other weather events, or reduced 
sale prices for owned livestock due 
to injury from an eligible loss con-
dition. The payment rate is based on 
75 percent of the average fair mar-
ket value of the livestock. 

“West Virginia’s livestock pro-
ducers battle winter’s adverse 
weather conditions of ice, snow 
and frigid temperatures to raise 
their calves, lambs and goats,” says 
Perdue. Typical livestock losses 
in West Virginia include newborn 
calves, lambs and goats being born 
during an adverse weather event, a 
night with temperatures below zero 
degrees, including wind chill.“

A livestock producer must file a 
Notice of Loss within 30 calendar 
days of when the loss of livestock is 
first apparent. For 2022 losses, pro-
ducers also must file an application 
for payment by March 1, 2023.

Livestock producers must pro-
vide evidence that the death of live-
stock was due to an eligible adverse 
weather event or loss condition. 

In addition, livestock producers 
should bring supporting evidence, 
including documentation of the 
number and kind of livestock that 
died, photographs or video records 
to document the loss, purchase re-
cords, veterinarian records, produc-
tion records, and other similar doc-
uments. Owners who sold injured 
livestock for a reduced price be-
cause the livestock was injured due 
to an adverse weather event must 
provide verifiable evidence of the 
reduced sale of the livestock.

Producers should contact their 
local FSA office for additional pro-
gram details, to submit a Notice of 
Loss, and to apply for LIP benefits.

FSA will use the information fur-
nished by the LIP applicant to de-
termine eligibility. Furnishing the 

required information is vol-
untary; however, without 
all required information, 
program benefits will not 
be approved or provided.

To learn more about 
LIP visit Livestock In-
demnity Program (LIP) 
(usda.gov) or contact 
your local USDA Service 
Center. To find your local 
USDA Service Center, 
visit Farmers.gov. 

USDA is an equal op-
portunity provider, em-
ployer and lender.

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

6236

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

• Cash to help pay funeral or other  
 final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance ages  
 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health  
 questions
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Zane Minger 
notches 100th win!
By Allen Hamrick
The mats were so hot 

Wednesday evening at 
the Braxton Quad meet 
that a wrestling fan could 
smell the rubber burn-
ing a mile off.  The Clay 
High Panther wrestling 
team, with a tough core of 
wrestlers and some new 
to the mats, was in the 
house delivering pain and 
taking names.  Anytime 
the Panthers come into a 
match most every team 
represented wants to beat 
them, and as they found 
out, it’s not easy and nev-
er will be.  Bottom line is, 
Clay may not have taken 
first place, but for a wres-
tler skilled enough to beat 
one of the Panthers, they 
do so by taking a con-
siderable beating.  There 
were plenty of Kleenex to 
go around for those that 
got beat.  With the team 

in a rebuild season, the 
boys did pretty well.  In a 
duals meet, it is tough to 
win as a team when your 
team doesn’t have all 
the weight classes filled.   
Teams will have to bring 
all they got to the mat to 
beat the Panthers no mat-
ter the odds.  The teams 
participating at this event 
were Braxton, Clay Lewis 
and Roane. 

The Panthers took on 
Roane first and beat them 
like a rug. Up next was 
Lewis County and due to 
a lack of wrestlers, the 
Panthers had to forfeit 
weight classes and need-
ed a pin to win the match. 
They just couldn’t get it 
and lost by three.  Brax-
ton was up next, and to 
beat them a team better 
bring a lunch because 
they are stacked with tal-
ent.  The Panthers gave it 

a whirl but came up short 
on the win.  However, in 
the match Zane Minger 
recorded his 100th career 
Panther win and will no 

doubt be a contender for 
the state title.  He knows 
what he is doing around 
a mat; congratulations 
to Zane on his 100th win.  

The Panthers will hit 
the mats once again this 
weekend in Huntington 
at the WSAZ tournament, 
so come out in support.   

This county may have 
lost much, but these youth 
give one hundred percent 
to their sport and haven’t 
lost their zeal to win.

Panthers get back on track against the Red Devils 
By Allen Hamrick
The CCHS Panthers basketball 

team continues to play all out bas-
ketball on the road and at home; 
however, a win this week was tough 
as nails to get.  In most of the games 
this season, the boys have been in 
the hunt for the win but seem to 
come up a paddle short in the boat 
at the end of the game.  The boys 
had three games on the maple this 
week, and first up was Frankfurt.   
The Panthers needed a big win after 
their loss to Doddridge.  They went 
at it tooth and nail and the score 

went back and forth, but Frankfurt 
pulled ahead and never looked back 
to win the game 59-28.  It was a 
tough loss for the Panthers as bas-
kets were harder to get than a gold 
silver dollar. 

Next up was Calhoun, and here is 
where the Panthers would get back 
on track, or at least they hoped their 
luck would change.  The game start-
ed out with Calhoun swinging for 
the chin to take an early lead in the 
first period.  Down by five points, 
Micah Osborne went to work under 
the boards and started a run for top 

shot.  The Panthers took a slim one 
point lead at the half as the defense 
also picked up their game; at the half 
it was 28-27 Panthers.  Afterwards, 
the game progressed as both teams 
went nearly basket for basket, but 
the Panthers still kept the lead by 
six at the end of the third.  Calhoun 
read a new play book in the fourth 
period and came out looking like the 
bulls. The Panthers offense hung in 
there nearly basket for basket, and 
in the end, the Red Devils scored 21 
points in the period. But, it wasn’t 
enough as the Panthers held on to 

win by the score of 61-
58.  Micah Osborne hit 
for 20 points in the game 
while Ayden Brown had 
13. The Panthers took 
that win to Braxton on 
Thursday night, and it 
wasn’t a game the Pan-
thers wanted to follow 
up with.  The Panthers 
played catch up ball the 
whole game and just sim-
ply ran out of time as they 
lost to the Eagles 46-65.  
It was a tough loss after 
beating Braxton in the 
first game of the season.  
The boys will be in action 
again and will take to the 
hardwood on the road at 
Sissonville this Tuesday, 
January 24th and back at 
home against Buffalo on 
Thursday. If you get the 
chance, come out and 
catch a Panther game.

NORTH BEND 
STATE PARK
for Just $199.99 Per Couple

REST & RECHARGE

304.643.2931

Use Promo Code 
REST when 

booking your stay.

Noah Casto rolls out for the escape. Allen Hamrick photo

Lady Panthers are back 
in the winner’s circle

By Allen Hamrick
The Lady Panthers 

have had a couple of 
tough weeks of bas-
ketball, dropping three 
games in the lost and 
found box.  On the 
courts, they play all out, 
in your face basketball 
but the baskets are like 
finding food in the desert.  
However, it was time to 
exterminate the bugs and 
get back to the business 
of winning.  Calhoun 
brought in the best of 
the best to hand the Lady 
Panthers their fourth loss 
in a row, but it was not to 
be this time.  Paris Wil-
liams and Evie Young got 
their groove on and were 
burning the net from in-
side the paint and the 
perimeter.  Calhoun took 
their shot at the Lady 
Panthers, and every play 
went down hard.  The 
Lady Panthers came to 
play. They led the Lady 
Red Devils for the whole 
game, and it looked as if 
the Lady Panthers were 
going to lift the roses in 
the winner’s circle. That 
they did in Lady Panther 
style. The Lady Panthers 
led the game 20-14 at the 
half and only got better 
from there. 

When the dribbling 
stopped, it was the Lady 
Panthers with the win 47-
30.  Paris Williams was 
the ace with 18 points 
followed closely by Evie 
Young with 12 and Ilyau-
na Evans with 10.  The 
Lady Panthers are clos-
ing in on the final games 
of the season with just six 
games left to play.    The 
Lady Panthers will take 
their win on the road in 
action against the tough 
Braxton team on Janu-
ary 27th.  The girls have 
some tough games ahead 

of them.  It will be inter-
esting to see if the Lady 
Panthers will stay on the 
fast pace they have set for 

themselves and win this 
season out. They have 
the ability and the skill; 
it’s time to get it done.

Paris Williams gets 2 points the hard way.

Evie Young gets the job done on defense and offense.

Micah Osborne adds two more to the total.

Aiden Brown hits for three from deep range.

To advertise 
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call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.


