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Noah Casto achieves his 150th win;
Captures LKC Championship

See Story on Page 8

Noah Casto - LKC Champion at 215 lbs. 
Allen Hamrick photo

Secretary of State Mac 
Warner Reports 1,535 
New WV Business 
Registrations for 
January of 2023

The WV Secretary of 

State’s Offi  ce registered 

1,535 new business-

es statewide during the 

month of January accord-

ing to Secretary of State 

Mac Warner.  

Wetzel County led the 

state in the percentage 

of new business growth 

through January with a 

total of 19 new business 

registrations, a 3.58% 

increase. The Secretary 

of State’s Business & 

Licensing Division re-

ported that Clay, Morgan, 

Taylor, and Tyler Coun-

ties also experienced no-

table growth during the 

month. 

A total of eight new 

business entities were 

registered in Clay County 

in January of 2023. Mor-

gan County successfully 

registered 34 businesses. 

Taylor County reported 

19 registrations for the 

month and Tyler Coun-

ty registered eight new 

businesses with the Sec-

retary of State’s Offi  ce.

Counties that lead the 

state in total businesses 

registered for January 

were Kanawha, Berke-

ley, Monongalia, Jeff er-

son and Cabell. Kanawha 

County successfully reg-

istered 155 businesses 

while Berkeley County 

reported 136 new reg-

istrations. Monongalia 

County had 133 busi-

nesses register. Jeff er-

son County had 84 new 

businesses register while 

Cabell County totaled 74 

new registrations for the 

month.

Statewide, West Vir-

ginia registered 13,096 

new businesses in the pre-

vious 12-month period, 

from February 1, 2022, to 

January 31, 2023. Sum-

mers County led all 55 

counties with a 21.18% 

growth rate during the 

one-year timespan. To 

review county-by-county 

growth, visit our Busi-

ness Statistics Database.

The fate of two 
elementary 
schools up in 
the air

By: Betty Holcomb 
“How do they expect our kids to ride 

on a bus for over an hour, when there is a 

perfect school two miles from our house?”

Area resident Mikayla Ramsey ex-

pressed her concern on the possible clos-

ing of one of two elementary schools in 

the county. The two smallest schools in 

Clay County, H.E. White Elementary 

School in Bomont and Lizemore Elemen-

tary School in Lizemores, are both being 

considered for closure following a special 

circumstance review initiated by the WV 

Board of Education earlier this year. 

H.E. White Elementary is a school that 

has taken pride in being the center of the 

community in Bomont. From annual ramp 

dinners, fall carnivals, dances, and more, 

it acts as not just a school, but a commu-

nity center. 

Enrollment numbers have decreased 

for the little school over the past few 

years, leaving the fate of this school in 

the School Board’s hands.  Numbers have 

decreased, but why? Could it be because 

one bus runs the entire school’s route? The 

transportation is just one of the issues that 

have aided in the registration drop.  With 

neighboring Kanawha County opening 

a brand new school in the coming year, 

many have made the switch out of county 

all together.  

Does that mean that these smaller 

schools are any less important that the 

larger elementary schools in the county? 

There are many questions being voiced 

by area parents, with few answers cur-

rently available, making it a frustrating 

situation for many. Overcrowding is one 

of the biggest areas of concern, with par-

ents voicing opposition to their children 

joining the students at Clay Elementary 

School should H.E. White shut its doors. 

That, coupled with a long bus ride to get 

to Clay Elementary, doesn’t instill confi -

dence that this is the best decision for the 

students the closures will be aff ecting.

Interim Superintendent Joan Haynie 

said that no decisions have been made at 

this time, but “they are trying to cover all 

of our bases.” 

CCMS students learn woodworking

Afterschool students at Clay County Middle School have the opportunity to learn how to use dif-
ferent types of equipment under the watchful eyes of brothers Allen and Ronnie Hamrick.  Here, 
one student is using a drill to hold pieces of wood together in what will become the American fl ag, 
while another student tries his hand at making diff erent stitches using a sewing machine.

H.E. White Elementary School in Bomont and Lizemore Elementary School in Lizemores, are both being considered for closure following a 
special circumstance review initiated by the WV Board of Education earlier this year. 
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105+ Live TV Channels

  

 
 

†DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high-speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended 

for optimal viewing. Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. only (excl. P.R. & U.S.V.I.). DIRECTV STREAM renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on file 
unless you cancel. New customers who cancel svc in first 14 days get full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits. If you cancel, you keep access through the remaining monthly period. 

Cancellation: Modify or cancel at any time online or by calling 1-800-531-5000.Taxes: State & local taxes or other governmental fees & charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or charges 

assessed against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subj. to blackout restr’s. All offers, programming, 
promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modified, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream/ for 

details. Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. Separate SHOWTIME subscription required. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime 

Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. EPIX is a 

registered trademark of EPIX Entertainment LLC. Google, Google Play, and Android TV are trademarks of Google LLC. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of 

DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

•  NO ANNUAL CONTRACT REQUIRED,  NO HIDDEN FEES

•  THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND  ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE SCREENS

•  UNLIMITED STREAMS FOR UNLIMITED SCREENS  INCLUDED WITH EVERY PACKAGE* 

*All DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and compatible device(s) required. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Certain networks 

limit total number of simultaneous streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/unlimitedstreams for details.)

 
 

 

 DIRECTV IS THE ONLY STREAMING TV PROVIDER
WITH HBO MAX, SHOWTIME®, STARZ®, EPIX® & CINEMAX® INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS!

Available only for new DIRECTV STREAM customers with CHOICE or ULTIMATE Package (min. $89.99/mo.). HBO Max, SHOWTIME, STARZ, EPIX and Cinemax auto-renew after 3 months at then prevailing rates 

(currently $14.99/mo. for HBO Max, $11/mo. each for SHOWTIME, STARZ and Cinemax, and $6/mo. for EPIX), unless you change or cancel. Req’s you to select offer. Offer subject to change & may be modified or discontinued 

at any time without notice. Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com. Offer not available to DIRECTV and U-verse TV customers switching to DIRECTV STREAM. See below for details.

855-656-0296
IV Support Holdings

 
 

GET YOUR TV TOGETHER &
UPGRADE YOUR

EXPERIENCE

The Clay County Middle School af-

terschool program is still seeking do-

nated sewing machines. If you have a 

working portable sewing machine that 

you no longer need and would like to 

donate to a beginning sewist, please 

drop it off  at the Clay County Library 

earmarked for the CCMS sewing class. 

The manual would be great to have 

with the machine. Please, include your 

contact information. In the case that 

the class is too small for the number of 

machines that may be donated, leave a 

note saying what you want done with 

it. Thank you in advance for your sup-

port!

There will be a Church Revival at 

Maysel Community Church (1632 Pro-

cious Maysel Road, Maysel), March 

17-19 with Devonna Brown-Dillard. 

Service begins at 6 P.M. each evening. 

Everyone welcome.

The Clay County WIC offi  ce locat-

ed at 452 Main Street in Clay is open 

to serve the public every Monday and 

Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sabrina Eve Bookheimer

Booked 2/9/23

Domestic battery

Alyssa Dawn Claywell

Booked 2/12/23

Conspiracy, possession 

with intent

David Fae Duffi  eld

Booked 2/12/23

Capias

Jeff rey Allen Gregory

Booked 2/9/23

Driving suspended, DUI, 

possession of a controlled 

substance, transport con-

trolled substance into jail

Harry Jacob Hinkel IV

Booked 2/10/23

Failure to register as a 

sex off ender

Cody Montana Lough

Booked 2/10/23

Damage to a telecommu-

nications device, destruc-

tion of property

Laddie Dean Nichols

Booked 2/10/23

Failure to register as a 

sex off ender, prohibited 

person with fi rearm

Daniel Owen Riff e

Booked 2/11/23

Possession with intent

Casey Sabrina Wilson

Booked 2/11/23

Possession with intent, 

Capias

Maliah Dawn Bishop

Booked 2/13/23

Battery, possession of a 

controlled substance, bran-

dishing a deadly weapon

Braden Todd Wood

Booked 2/9/23

Arson

Shannon Lee Bennett

Booked 2/10/23

Family court Capias

Joseph Byron Collins

Booked 2/10/23

Capias

James Monroe Hughes Sr.

Booked 2/8/23

Possession of a controlled 

substance

Daniel Ian Juskowiak

Booked 2/10/23

Domestic battery

Kenneth Michael Martin

Booked 2/11/23

Capias

Donald Lee Massey I

Booked 2/11/23

Warrant

Jacob Daniel Young

Booked 2/7/23

Probation violation

NICHOLAS COUNTY

WV Division of Forestry 
urges caution during dry 
winter conditions
Spring Fire Season begins March 1

The West Virginia Department of For-

estry (WV DOF) urges West Virginians to 

be cautious of burning amid dry, windy 

conditions this winter.

“Our winter hasn’t seen as much precip-

itation as we would like, and the warmer 

temperatures and higher winds tend to dry 

out the fi ne fuels like leaves and grass,” 

said Assistant State Forester-Fire Jere-

my Jones, WV DOF. “We have seen an 

uptick of fi res in the past few days, with 

30 fi res burning 150 acres, so we urge 

caution at this time. Hopefully, this next 

system coming through will bring some 

needed precipitation with it. Until then, 

we ask that you please listen to the weath-

er report, and if high winds are called for, 

please refrain from burning.”

Safe Burning Tips:
A summary of forest fi re laws and 

safe fi re practices can be found on the 

state Division of Forestry website here.  

Before leaving any fi re for any 

length of time, the fi re must be com-

pletely extinguished.

Clear at least a 10-foot area (safety 

strip) around the fi re and make sure all 

burnable material has been removed.

Any equipment that can throw sparks 

and operating on land subject to fi re by 

any cause must be provided with an 

adequate spark arrestor.

If your fi re escapes, you are liable 

for the costs of fi ghting the fi re and any 

damage the fi re may cause.

Spring Fire season begins March 1. 

The Division of Forestry protects 

nearly 12 million acres of forestland 

across West Virginia. More informa-

tion on fi re safety and programs such 

as forest legacy, logging and landown-

er assistance, visit the website wvfor-

estry.com. 

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 310-1895

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.
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A Key Chain
By Joseph J. Mazzella

THE BAPTIST CLASSROOM
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

Elementary My Dear

After a tough case, Sherlock 

Holmes and Dr. Watson decide to 

take some time off , get away from 

the city, and go camping in the re-

mote wilderness. They set up their 

tent and camp. After a relaxing 

evening sitting by the fi re, they hit 

the hay. In the middle of the night, 

Holmes wakes Watson up and 

asks, “Watson, look up at the stars 

and tell me what you deduce.” Dr. 

Watson thinks for a moment and 

says, “I see millions of stars. And 

it’s likely that many of those stars 

have planets. And it’s likely that 

one of those planets are like Earth. 

I deduce then, there may be life out 

there, somewhere” Holmes said, 

“No Watson, you idiot. Someone 

has stolen our tent!”

Sometimes, we just miss the 

point. We are looking for deep-

er meaning and signifi cance and 

looking past the obvious to get 

there. We contemplate the mysteri-

ous and bypass the plain, in-your-

face truth that benefi ts us more. 

First John is a book where so many 

people miss the point. I heard a fa-

mous, nationally known preacher 

give an introduction to First John. 

Rightly, he noted 1 John 1:4 as a 

purpose statement, “And these 

things write we unto you, that your 

joy may be full.” He also pointed 

out 5: 13, where John says, “These 

things have I written unto you that 

believe on the name of the Son of 

God; that ye may know that ye 

have eternal life, and that ye may 

believe on the name of the Son of 

God.” Very good. But oddly, he 

spent the next hour telling every-

one in earshot that they probably 

weren’t saved and that he was de-

ceived for a long time. Why? Be-

cause John tells us how to know if 

we really know Jesus. I’m defi nite-

ly more Watson than Sherlock, but 

even I could note a slight change in 

tone from the sermon’s appetizers 

of joy to the meat and potatoes of 

“you are probably lost.” What hap-

pened?

It’s evident from the text that 

false teachers were spreading their 

terrible doctrine, and Christians 

were in danger of imbibing the 

rot. These antichrists, as John calls 

them, are telling people a diff erent 

way to be saved and a diff erent way 

to live. John sets the record straight 

and speaks to God’s people about 

how to know that you know, not 

how to doubt what you are. The 

letter is addressed to Christians, 

not apostates. But we can get so fo-

cused on the “tests” that we forget 

John’s stated point. He wrote First 

John, not to scare the pants off  you, 

or make you be afraid that Jesus 

doesn’t love you (1 John 4:17-18), 

but that you might be assured of 

what you have in Christ and that 

your joy might be full! There are 

many commands in the book, and 

many are troubled when they read 

it (maybe because they need to be). 

But John’s point is to settle the 

saints in Christ. Don’t let someone 

rob your tent.

Home Country
Slim Randles
Wellsir … ol’ Dud did ‘er again, 

he shore ‘nuf did. This here’s Al-

phonse Wilson, known around these 

parts as Windy Wilson, esquire, LTD 

and DDT at your service as always. 

Free to you and worth every blessed 

dime.

See … t’other day I got into a lit-

tle chat with Dud Campbell, and he 

says to me that I need to get me one 

a-them computers so I can be mod-

erate like ever’body else. Had the 

nerve to just come out and say that!

Well, friend, that’s when I made 

a big mistake. I asked him what I 

needed to get the ol’ ball rolling and 

I should’ve shut ‘er down right then. 

Yessir, your ol’ pal Alphonse occa-

sional makes mistakes.

Now you can dip my hat in sheep 

dip and paint Mary Lou’s name on 

the barn with it if he didn’t obsolete 

hisself right into a foreign language!

Didn’t have nothin’ to write with, 

so here’s what he said, near as I rec-

ollect:

I need a cloud, he said. A cloud 

stores stuff . Well … shore it does! It 

stores rain!

But he said no, a cloud isn’t in the 

computer, but fl oats around some-

where and you get to it by buying an 

app.

 Wellsir, I ‘splained to Dud 

that apps are okay, but I’ve always 

pressurized my priorities ‘long 

Quarter horse lines. Told him them 

spots don’t make the horse go any 

faster. He started wavin’ his arms 

then, and said I get these apps with 

a mouse.

And he ‘spects me to believe 

that?!!! 

Right!!

Had a app oncet. Nice big ol’ Ap-

paloosa he was, too. But ugly? I was 

tellin’ Dud about him. Them apps to-

day are pretty horses, but back when 

I was younger, they all looked like 

they needed to pull manure carts. It’s 

a fact.

Why this old pony I had … I hate 

to admit this … but his ol’ head was 

the size of a door, and you could 

stick his butt in a bottle!

So I think I’ll mebbe just use the 

computer down at the library for a 

while. Nice girl down there helps me 

out with it.

And you can tell ‘em I said so!

---------

Say thank you to the nice girl 
down at your library who helps 
old guys with the computer, will 
you?

This Canadian is best known as a television star 

whose premier series ran on NBC for 14 years. 

(Hint: The series was #1 series for three straight 

seasons and was the fi rst of its genre to be broadcast 

in color).  In 1940, he replaced Charles Jennings 

(Peter Jennings father) as the chief news broadcast-

er for the CBC. His #1 single in 1964, made him 

only the second Canadian to have a #1 single in the 

US. You should know this guy but do you remem-

ber his #1 hit?

Answer to last week’s Trivia:  The rock & roll 

group formerly named The Quarrymen and Johnny 

& the Moondogs was: The Beatles.

My two adult sons still live with me. At a young age 

both of them were diagnosed with Autism, both of them 

are mentally challenged, as well. In the eyes of this 

world they are often seen as less than the rest of us, but 

in the eyes of Heaven they are far higher and wiser than 

I will ever be. Every day they teach me more about how 

to live and how to love.

One of the things my oldest son loves to do is make 

simple key chains out of colored and lettered beads. 

Our house is full of them. They hang on the walls to 

decorate his old, broken key collection and every one 

of my own keys has one too. He has given them to his 

mom, sister, grandma, and so many others.

Well, recently my sons’ primary health care provider 

retired and my daughter had to schedule an appoint-

ment with a new doctor so they could have their al-

lergy medications renewed. My oldest son was excited 

about meeting the new doctor. He talked about meeting 

her for days before the appointment. He also made her 

a gift without telling me. As soon as she walked in to 

meet him, he pulled a key chain with her name on it out 

of his coat pocket and said with a smile, “This is for 

you!” The look of surprise, delight, and joy on her face 

was something to see. It clearly made her day. I guess 

she hadn’t expected so much love, trust, and kindness 

so quickly and freely given. But that is what my son 

does. He shares love freely, purely, and uncondition-

ally. I only pray that one day I will be able to love and 

give as easily as he does.

Perhaps this world needs to stop seeing the mentally 

challenged as less and start seeing just how much they 

can teach us. They are far closer to Heaven than we are. 

I know that everyday God and His angels are smiling 

down on my sons as they share their love, laughter, and 

joy with the world. May we all one day learn to love as 

divinely and beautifully as they do.

Another Celebration In The Bank 
Dr. James L. Snyder
This month The Gracious Mis-

tress of the Parsonage and I cele-

brate the 52nd anniversary of our 

engagement. In August, it’ll be the 

52nd anniversary of our wedding.

I can’t believe we have been to-

gether for 52 years. But, alas, here 

it is.

I fi rst met her in September of 

1970 when I went to Bible college. 

Knowing that God was calling me 

to be a pastor, I understood that I 

would need a wife to help me in this 

ministry.

Not being woman-wise, and no 

dating experience: I thought a date 

was simply a dried-up prune.

Not knowing what to do, I simply 

put it in God’s hands. Before I went 

to this Bible college, my prayer 

was, “Heavenly Father, make the 

fi rst young lady I meet when I go to 

school be the wife you have chosen 

for me.”

It sounds ridiculous, but not being 

woman-wise, it was my best choice.

My parents took me up to New 

York, where the college was, as we 

drove into the men’s dorm driveway 

a young lady was coming out. This 

young lady had her hair rolled up in 

tomato cans which was rather usual 

at that time.

When I saw her walk out, I quick-

ly prayed, “Not yet, Father. My feet 

have not touched the ground.”

I think God was chuckling. For 

some reason, I was never able to get 

away from her because it was a very 

small college, and everybody knew 

everybody.

Not being woman-wise, I did not 

know how to conduct myself in 

such a situation.

In December, we were on some 

date, and she happened to say, or 

so I thought she happened to say 

it, “Wouldn’t it be nice to get mar-

ried?”

Again, my not being woman-wise 

did not allow me to understand 

what was going on. I simply replied 

to her, “I think it would be great to 

get married.”

Foolish me, I thought that was the 

end of the conversation.

The next day in school, as I 

walked down the hallway, every-

body looked at me, smiled, and 

said, “Congratulations.” So I smiled 

back and thanked them.

I had no idea what I was being 

congratulated on, I thought perhaps 

I fi nally passed a test in school.

After a while, I stopped some-

body congratulating me and asked 

what he was congratulating me for.

Laughing, he said, “Oh, you sil-

ly boy. I’m congratulating you on 

your upcoming wedding.” Then he 

walked away.

I stood in the hallway for 

a moment, trying to pro-

cess what he had just told me. 

What wedding was he talking 

about? Who did they think I was 

marrying?

Later that afternoon, I met her 

in the cafeteria, she looked at me, 

smiled, and said, “I’ve told every-

body, and everybody is happy for 

us. Isn’t it wonderful?”

I then realized I was the last one 

in the college that knew I was get-

ting married.

God was the fi rst one to know 

whom I was going to marry, and I 

was the last one to know. That is 

chapter 1 in woman-wise psychol-

ogy.

Although it’s been 52 years, I still 

have not progressed to chapter 2.

Perhaps chapter 2 would begin 

with, “Do you want to be right or 

happy?”

I am here to tell you that during 

those 52 years, I have been happy.

According to tradition back then, 

the next step was to get permission 

from her father to marry his daugh-

ter. So you understand I was rather 

nervous along this line because I 

had never met her father or mother.

Before the engagement, we trav-

eled back to visit her family. It was 

then that I met her father.

I took him aside and said, “Sir, I 

would like to ask your permission 

for your daughter’s hand in mar-

riage.”

He looked at me with a rather 

strange look and said, “No.”

At this point, my fl abber just got 

gasted, and I didn’t know what to 

say.

He looked at me strangely and 

said, “Young man, you take my en-

tire daughter or none of her. Not just 

her hand.”

At this point, I realized I was also 

not father-in-law-wise. That was 

well beyond my pay scale. My heart 

sank, and I did not know the next 

step.

Looking at me, her father fi nally 

broke down laughing. I had no idea 

what he was laughing about.

“Of course, you can have my 

daughter’s hand in marriage as long 

as you take the rest of her.”

I tried to laugh as best I could but 

had no idea what was happening in 

the world. If this is what I was mar-

rying into, it will be a long voyage.

As we were driving back to 

school, the future Gracious Mistress 

of the Parsonage looked at me and 

said, “Well, what do you think of 

my family?”

I just smiled back at her and she 

said, “Welcome to my family.”

I smiled and thought about my fa-

vorite life verse from the Bible.

Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the 

Lord with all thine heart; and lean 

not unto thine own understanding. 

In all thy ways acknowledge him, 

and he shall direct thy paths.”

This verse has guided me 

throughout my entire life, especial-

ly in the area of marriage. Either I 

can lean on my own understanding, 

or, I can trust in the Lord with all 

my heart. If I’m going to go down 

the right path only God can lead me.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Oc-

ala, FL with the Gracious Mistress 

of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-

216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@

gmail.com, website www.james-

snyderministries.com.

Let Us Help With Your Legal Advertising Needs 
Email: LegalAds@mountainmedianews.com
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The following events 

happened on these dates 

in West Virginia history. 

To read more, go toe-WV: 
The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvency-

clopedia.org.

Feb. 15, 1898: Musi-

cian John Homer “Uncle 

Homer” Walker was born 

in Mercer County. Among 

the last in a tradition of 

Black Appalachian ban-

jo players, he played the 

fi ve-string banjo in the 

clawhammer style.

Feb. 15, 1930: Sara 

Jane Moore was born in 

Charleston. On Sept. 22, 

1975, Moore attempted to 

assassinate President Ger-

ald Ford in San Francisco.

Feb. 15, 1975: Eliz-

abeth Kee, the state’s 

fi rst female member of 

Congress, died in Blue-

fi eld. Keewas elected to 

Congress in 1951 after 

the death of her husband, 

John. She retired in 1964 

and was replaced by her 

son, James.

Feb. 16, 1821: Morris 

Harvey was born near 

Prosperity in Raleigh 

County. Harvey’s gifts to 

the Barboursville Semi-

nary led to its name being 

changed to Morris Harvey 

College in 1901. The in-

stitution is now known as 

the University of Charles-

ton.

Feb. 16, 1917: The 

legislature established 

the West Virginia State 

Colored Tuberculosis 

Sanitarium for the care of 

Black TB patients. It was 

built at Denmar in Poca-

hontas County.

Feb. 16, 1951: Second 

Lieutenant Darwin Keith 

Kyle died during an in-

tense exchange against 

Chinese forces in Korea. 

He was awarded the Med-

al of Honor.

Feb. 17, 1735: Morgan 

Morganof present-day 

Berkeley County was 

commissioned a captain 

of militia in the 201st Field 

Artillery, which is consid-

 ered the oldest military 

unit in the United States. 

Feb. 18, 1843: Ritchie 

County was created from 

portions of Wood, Lewis, 

and Harrison counties. 

The county was named 

for Virginia journalist 

and politician Thomas 

Ritchie.

Feb. 18, 1890: Elli-

son Mounts, a cousin to 

the Hatfi eld family, was 

hanged for murder, end-

ing the Hatfi eld-McCoy 

Feud.

Feb. 18, 1969: Hun-

dreds of miners in Ra-

leigh County went on 

strike over the issue 

of black lung. Within 

days, the walkout spread 

throughout southern West 

Virginia. 

Feb. 19, 1908: Or-

val Elijah Brown was 

born near Lizemores in 

Clay County. Brown, a 

free-spirited individual, 

gained notoriety as the 

“Clay County Wild Man” 

during the Great De-

pression for his untamed 

physical appearance, 

which included a fl owing 

beard and the wearing of 

little more than a self-

made loincloth.

Feb. 19, 1943: Author 

Homer Hickam was born 

in Coalwood, McDowell 

County.Hickam’s second 

book, Rocket Boys: A 
Memoir, was published in 

1998 and became a run-

away bestseller.

Feb. 20, 1875: The 

West Virginia Legislature 

approved a bill to move 

the state capital back to 

Wheeling.

Feb. 20, 1995: The 

West Virginia Legislature 

voted to make the Golden 

Delicious apple the offi  -

cial state fruit.

Feb. 21, 1895: Blue-

fi eld Colored Institute was 

established by the legis-

lature to prepare Black 

West Virginians for the 

teaching profession. After 

several name changes, the 

school became Bluefi eld 

State College in 1943 and 

achieved university status 

in 2022.

Feb. 21, 1913: Work-

ers’ compensation passed 

the West Virginia Leg-

islature, modeled on the 

German system Governor 

Hatfi eld had studied in the 

Ruhr Valley coalfi elds.

Feb. 21, 1940: Former 

Governor Gaston Caper-

ton was born in Charles-

ton. Caperton defeated 

Arch Moore to become 

the state’s 31st governor.

THIS WEEK IN

West Virginia History

Puzzles Answers Page 2

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC

We love kids!

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:

Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

OBITUARIES
Agnes Fay Hanshaw 

Perkins, 78, of Valley 

Fork, WV, departed this 

life February 9, 2023, after 

a short illness.

She was a beloved moth-

er, daughter, sister, and 

friend. Agnes was born 

November 22, 1944, to the 

late Waunie and Kate Han-

shaw. She was a lifelong 

homemaker and caregiver. 

She was also an avid yardsaler and loved her fl owers.

In addition to her parents she was preceded in death 

by siblings, Mary Lou Summers, Hazel Griffi  th, Shirley 

Jett, and Dana Hanshaw.

Left to cherish her memory is her son, Rodney Per-

kins and wife Donna of Morgantown, WV. She also 

leaves behind brothers, Charles (Rose) Hanshaw of 

Fredericksburg, OH and David (Marie) Hanshaw of 

Valley Fork, and sisters Phyllis Hanshaw of Clay, Sha-

ron (Rocky) Boggs of Valley Fork, and Ruth (Dan) 

Webster of Sullivan, OH. She also leaves brothers-in-

law, Joe Summers and Blake Jett, and many nieces and 

nephews.

Agnes has touched many lives along the way with 

her sweet, gentle spirit and we have been very blessed 

to have had her in our lives.

A funeral service was held at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, 

February 12, 2023, with visitation from 12:00 to 1:00 

p.m. at Wilson Smith Funeral Home in Clay with Min-

ister John R. Osborne offi  ciating. Burial followed in the 

Hively Cemetery in Wallback, WV.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at 

www.carlwilsonfuneralhome.com.

Wilson Smith is honored to be serving the Perkins 

family.

(855) 935-2903

Denmar

THANK YOU FOR READING THE FREEPRESS
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To place your 
ADs Call us at 
(304)-647-5724 

HELP WANTED
Looking to hire someone to 
plow parking lot and shovel 
sidewalks at the Clay County 

Department of Health and 
Human Resources Office 

in Clay, WV.
If interested, please 
contact Patty Martin 

at 304-872-0810.

CLASSIFIEDS
WANT TO BUY
WANT TO BUY: 1940 
up to 1954 Chevrolet 
car to restore. Call 
540-395-2083.

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE
The undersigned Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the authority vested in him by that certain Deed Of 

and default having been made under the aforementioned Deed of Trust, and the undersigned Substitute 

LEGAL

ANDERSON HEIGHTS 
APARTMENTS

TTY/TDD 771
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

DESIGNED FOR THOSE AGE 62 OR OLDER
Handicap / Disabled Regardless Of Age

Income Limits Do Apply     Rent Based On Income

RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011 

HIGH STREET APARTMENTS
136 HIGH STREET, CLAY, WEST VIRGINIA 25043

304-587-2011
WEST VIRGINIA TTY/TDD 711
RENTAL OFFICE LOCATED AT 

ANDERSON HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 
2626 PROCIOUS MAYSEL ROAD, MAYSEL, WV 25133

TWELVE (12) ONE AND TWO BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS  AVAILABLE

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AND QUIET. 

AMENITIES INCLUDE:
ALL ELECTRIC

REFRIGERATOR AND RANGE
WATER, SEWER & TRASH INCLUDED

LAUNDRY FACILITIES ON SITE

INCOME LIMITS DO APPLY
RENT BASED ON INCOME

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY:
GATEWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, LLC

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY – THURSDAY 8AM – 4:30PM
FOR AN APPLICATION OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

CONTACT THE RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011
Equal Opportunity 

Provider and Employer

STEP 1: Provide Your Information
             Once we’ve received your Medicare and Shipping information,  
             your part is done!

STEP 2: We Will Send the Tests to Your Home
              To ensure you are able to remain safe, we will send 8 tests 

              each month for the duration of the Public Health Emergency.

STEP 3: We Bill Medicare for Your Tests
              We submit a claim to Medicare. There is $0 cost to you.

FREE Rapid COVID Tests
Receive 8

Monthly

Under the current Public Health Emergency, Medicare will cover at-home 

COVID-19 test kits every month with no out-of-pocket cost to you, even 

if you have a deductible.

CALL: 1-833-COVID69 
                (833) 268-4369

LEGAL
(2021-S-00000087 - Clay County - CKH LLC)
To: OCCUPANT, EUGENE RANSON OR HEIRS AT LAW, OCCUPANT, JO ANN RANSON, or heirs 

at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, 
-

DISTRICT  HENRY   MAP  15   PARCEL  0044 00003001
You will take notice that CKH LLC, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, Cer-

The Honorable Allen C. King, Sheriff 
and Treasurer of Clay County.

The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.
You may redeem any time before March 31, 2023, by paying the above total

less any unearned interest.

County Collection Division
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2
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CUNNINGHAM MOTORS, INC.

www.cmiwv.com              

                                                                                                                                                                                               

    

  

   
  

  

              

  

                                                                                    
                                                                                   

                                                                                                  

 

 

 

  

                              

  

  

  

  

 

 

   

     

       

             

      

        

              

   

                                                                                                            

  

  

                                           

                                                                  

                                                                                    

 

  

 

   

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

   

 

  

CHAMPION BATTERIES! 
BETTER WARRANTY AND LOWER CHECK OUT 

NEW LINE OF PRICES! 
 

26R550CH ----------------------$80.99 
51450CH -----------------------$83.99 
24600CH  ---------------------- $74.99 
24F600CH ----------------------$74.99 
65700CH -----------------------$89.99 
35550CH -----------------------$80.99 
78700CH -----------------------$82.99 
51R500CHP --------------------$117.99 
H6700CH ----------------------$111.99 
75650CH -----------------------$76.99 
96R600CHP --------------------$110.99 
86600CH -----------------------$98.99 
124R700CHP --------------------$94.99 
H5650CHP ---------------------$119.99 
36R650CH ----------------------$89.99 
59600CH------------------------$90.99 
26R550CH-----------------------$80.99 

 
LAWN MOWER BATTERY U1250CH -$48.99 
LAWN MOWER BATTERY U1R250CH-$49.99 

ATV/GEN BATTERY MX14-4-$67.99 
MX20-3-$89.99 

MX30-30-$109.99 
MX9-4-$54.99 
MX12-4-$64.99 

 
ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 

 

 
�  

�  

�  

 

� Proline Synthetic Blend Motor Oil –All Weights-$5.99 
� AW 32 or 46 Hydraulic Oil-5 Gallon-$48.99 
� Mufket DEF- 21/2 Gallon-$10.99 
� 5 qt Mastercraft 5w20 & 5w30Syn Blend $34.99 
� Stihl Mixing Oil-One Gallon Mix-reg $1.99 Synthetic Mix -$3.49 
� Mountain Shine Auto Detail & Cleaner-$$5.99 
� Glacier Guard universal antifreeze-Gallon-$9.99 
� Now in Stock-Large Selection of Chain Saw Chains & Bars at the 

best price!!! 
� Great Selection of Lawn Mower Belts- Prices Starting at $2.99 
� 5Qt Proline 5w20 or 5w30-$27.99 
� Bar & Chain Oil Gallon-$16.99 
� Large Selection of Wiper Blades- Price Starting At $2.99 
� All Fluids Needed for Your Car at Great Prices 

 
Call us for best prices on parts for your car! 

 
Most parts are in stock or next day! 

 
We have replacement parts available for your lawn mowers 

And chain saws! 
 

     CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
CARS, VANS 

TRUCKS & SUV’S 
             
            
            2012 Ram 1500-V8, Auto, 4WD, Quad Cab, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black    $17,999.00 
            2012 Hyundai Santa Fe-V6, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue                 $11,999.00 
            2011 Toyota Corolla- Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue         $9,999.00 
            2011 Kia Sorento-Auto, 4WD, A/C & Tilt, Brown         $6,999.00 
            2000 Dodge Ram 1500-V8, Many Options Including, A/C, Tilt & Cruise White             $8,999.00 
             

 
 
 

304-286-4671 
304-286-3802 

1-866-682-3958 

     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 

2011 Toyota Corolla 

2000 Dodge Ram 

2012 Ram 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS HR 205/55/16 $99.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS TR 215/60/16 $104.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX TR 225/65/16 $114.99 
MASTERCRAFT SRT TR 225/65/16 $114.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS HR 225/65/17 $114.99 
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX TR 225/65/17 $119.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS HR 235/55/17 $119.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX HR 235/55/17 $139.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP TR 265/70/16 $149.99 
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER MSR TR 265/70/16 $149.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 256/70/17 $159.99 
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER MSR TR 265/70/17 $154.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT TR 265/65/18 $159.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX TR 265/65/18 $164.99 
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX TR 255/65/18 $169.99 

ATV TIRES 
CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 

25X8X12 $119.99 
25X10X12 $139.99 
CARLISLE AT 489 
25X8X12 $114.99 
25X10X12 $119.99 

 
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITORS PRICES! 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO AVAILIBILTY/WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 
FREE MOUNT & BALANCE WITH PURCHASE. 

 

 

 

Great in-store deals! 



8 - CLAY COUNTY FREE PRESS,  Thursday, February 16, 2023  

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors 
are here to help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your family. 
Call for your FREE, no-obligation con-
sultation: 1-855-935-2903 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRAT-
OR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 

little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 
TIMESHARE CANCELLATION EX-
PERTS Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-738-0094 

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

Lady Mustangs take down Ravenswood
By Allen Hamrick
To catch up on the Lady Mustangs 

season, they met their Waterloo this 

week as they came face to face with two 

juggernauts - the Lady Bears of Sum-

mersville and the Lady Demonettes of 

Ravenswood.  In their fi rst meeting this 

season, the Lady Mustangs had a rough 

time against the Lady Bears and this time 

would be no diff erent.  The Lady Mus-

tangs just couldn’t fi nd a line to the net 

and broke down on their defense under 

the net allowing the Lady Bears scoring 

opportunities.  It is not to say that the 

Lady Mustangs didn’t have scoring op-

portunities; they just couldn’t clean the 

net.  When the smoke cleared, it was the 

Lady Bears over the Lady Mustangs 19-

41.  

It was the Lady D’s to hit the hardwood 

next, and it would be a barn burner.  The 

Lady Mustangs, still tasting the last loss, 

were up for a fi ght.  The JV teams hit the 

maple fi rst, and it was a scorcher for both 

teams as they went back and forth on the 

boards. With just a few seconds left, the 

Lady Mustang JV attempted their last 

couple of shots at a win but just couldn’t 

get the ball to sink.  However, it was a 

great game, and with that being said, the 

Varsity team came out swinging in their 

matchup and delivered a big uppercut 

to the chin of the Lady D’s.  Both teams 

came out fi ring, but both defenses were 

pounding the off enses at will.  There was 

no love lost as both teams wrestled stand-

ing up and on the fl oor as much as the 

ball did.  It was an all out assault on both 

boards to win the game.  The Lady D’s 

had just one loss on the season against 

Wirt County before tying up the gloves 

and going toe to toe against the Lady 

Mustangs.  It was a tough game off en-

sively as both defenses played a big part 

in who would win the game.  It wasn’t 

a high scoring game but you couldn’t go 

anywhere and fi nd a more exciting one.  

In the 4th period, the score stood at 

20-20 as time was running out and both 

teams were losing teeth trying to score 

the winning shot. However, that shot nev-

er came in regular play.   It was gloves 

off  for a bare knuckle brawl in over time.  

The game went into fever status as the 

fans watched with pure raw emotion as 

the Lady Mustangs went to work.  Ski-

ley Wilmoth, the Lady Mustang clean-

up hitter, hit the shot heard all the way 

to Ravenswood, scoring the go ahead 

two points.  Before time ran out for the 

Lady D’s, they hit for one foul shot but it 

wasn’t enough as the death knell sound-

ed.  It was a long way to drive just to get 

stomped, but the Lady D’s had to drive 

back knowing they had been in a fi ght 

for survival.  The Lady Mustangs now 

move on to the CWVAC tournament in 

Braxton where they will meet up with the 

Lady Knights.  A win here moves them 

on in the tournament, and a loss for either 

team sends them packing.  The next time 

these girls hit the fl oor let’s hope they got 

the bugs worked out with their shooting.  

They have the talent and now just need 

the luck.  Go Lady Mustangs!

Eighth grade night for the Mustangs

By Allen Hamrick
Mustang basketball held 

their 8th grade send off  at 

home on Tuesday night against 

Summersville.  The gym was 

packed as fans watched many 

of the players that would 

play one of their last games 

at home.  These boys have 

fought tooth and nail for the 

fans all season giving us full 

send games as well as sending 

a few of the teams home with 

get well soon cards.  For their 

8th grade night, they drew one 

of the toughest teams in the 

league -Summersville Middle 

School.  In the opening of the 

game, it looked as if the Mus-

tangs would give Summers-

ville a great game, but early in-

dication was that the Mustangs 

were having trouble getting 

the ball to fall. They were still 

landing a few shots, however, 

and keeping the game in reach.  

They were playing some great 

defense early on and the nor-

mal high scoring Bears were 

having a tough time getting 

open looks at the net.  As the 

breaks would have it, though, 

the Mustangs were also getting 

the shots but just couldn’t land 

them and go net to net with the 

Bears.  In the end, it was the 

Bears over the Mustangs by the 

score of 48-19.  It was a tough 

loss, but there are still some 

games left to play in the sea-

son.  They will take on George 

Washington for their last reg-

ular season game on Monday 

night at home.  Their CWVAC 

tournament will begin on Feb-

ruary 24th and will be held at 

Braxton.  Go Mustangs! 

Parents and players

Noah Casto achieves his 150th win and 
also captures LKC Championship

By Allen Hamrick
The Panther wrestling 

team attended a duals meet 

at Hoover on Thursday 

evening and also traveled 

to Wirt County for the 

LKC Championships on 

Saturday.  First up was the 

Hoover Duals, and it would 

be a tough, uphill fi ght for 

a win here for the Panthers.  

Hoover, Sissonville, Roane 

and Clay competed in the 

event, and the Panthers did 

pretty well despite not hav-

ing a full team.  However, 

the highlight for the Pan-

thers of the evening was Noah Casto who 

achieved the 150th win of his career at 

CCHS.  The personal record of 150 wins 

is just short of the school record held by 

his brother Colton Casto.  That record 

could be broken before this season is over 

as he has continued winning, not only his 

next match but more before the week 

was over. Casto went on to Wirt County 

for the LKC championship and earned 

another championship.  Noah Casto has 

been a feared wrestler every time he steps 

on the mats, a wrestler who will go down 

in history as one of the school’s top ten 

of all time.   There is no doubt he will 

make heads spin at the Regional cham-

pionships in Lewis County this weekend.  

Also winning big was Zane Minger who 

earlier in the season surpassed 100 wins 

and is well on his way to make a charge 

for the school record.

The Panthers travelled to Wirt Coun-

ty for the LKC Championship on Sat-

urday.  The Panthers are a good team 

but still have a ways to go before they 

are in championship form again.  Some 

of the toughest teams in the state are in 

the LKC, and this year they had some 

talent to go head to head with.  Most of 

the Panther team put up a good fi ght and 

two of them went into the fi nal round.  

Noah Casto and Zane Minger both won 

the LKC Championship, and James Sears 

wrestled and took 4th place.  The team 

placed 7th overall with 14 teams partici-

pating.  Braxton ran away with the tour-

nament taking fi rst place.  The Panthers 

will be at Lewis County High School 

for regional competition this Saturday.  

This will determine who goes to the state 

championships.  The top four fi nishers 

in each weight bracket will move on.  

Congratulations to Noah Casto and Zane 

Minger for taking fi rst, James Sears for 

taking fourth, and the rest of the team.  

Go Panthers!

Zane Minger - LKC champion at 125 lbs

Kohan Ramsey sinks two points. Joel Elliot looks for two points.

Zoey Jones on a fast breakSkiley Wilmoth squares up for three points. Zaiah Minger looks for two points.


