
From April 17 through 
April 21, DEVCOM, 
CMI2, the 101st Air-
borne Division, Guard 
Unit – Adaptive Experi-
mentation Force (AEF), 
academic institutions, 
and commercial part-
ners gathered at Fola for 
training exercises. 

These live force-on-
force technology experi-
mentation field train-

ing exercises (FTX) are 
designed for Soldiers to 
participate in realistic 
scenario-based train-
ing while assisting in 
the experimentation and 
evaluation of emerg-
ing technology from 
DEVCOM ARL and the 
FORCE and Pathfinder 
programs. 

CMI2 DIRT Days 
are designed to engage 
Soldiers to participate 
in and lead the devel-
opment and field test-
ing of emerging tactics 
and technology while 
bolstering their opera-
tion skill sets through 
challenging, realistic 
exercises. DIRT Days 
23-001 will emulate fu-

ture operational environ-
ments the Soldiers could 
experience in an age of 
intensifying technology 
and threats. 

“This DIRT Days 
event is a generational 
training event for these 
Soldiers of the 101st 
Airborne Division and 
the first of many for our 
CMI2 Adaptive Experi-

mentation Facility,” said 
Walter Hatfield, AEF 
Director. “In the past six 
weeks, we have invested 
in the first of many per-
manent structures on the 
site and look forward to 
the continued growth of 
our facility,” said Aly 
Gregg, VP and Director 
of Communications at 
CMI2. 
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See “Sports” Page 10

Ashley Roberts competes in the long jump. Allen Ham-
rick photo.

 Panther Invitational was 
held this past week

To reduce the risk of 
catastrophic wildfi res 
due to drought, Gov. Jim 
Justice has issued a proc-
lamation that bans all out-
door burning throughout 
West Virginia, effective, 
April 17, 2023.

The ban, which is nec-
essary due to dry and 
windy weather conditions 
expected in the coming 
days and an increasing 
potential for forest fi res, 
will be in effect until con-
ditions improve and the 
Governor rescinds the or-
der by further proclama-
tion.

This week, the Na-
tional Weather Service 
- Charleston issued a 
Special Weather State-
ment for High Fire Dan-
ger Threat. The Gov-
ernor’s order makes it 
unlawful for any person 
in the state to engage in 
outdoor burning, includ-

ing fi res built for camp-
ing, the burning of debris, 
or warming.

The following items are 
excluded from the restric-
tions: 

Fires for the purpose 
of chemical production, 
where fi re is essential to 
operation.

Fires for commercial 
land-clearing, such as 
mining, highway con-
struction, and develop-
ment: Provided, that a 
permit is obtained from 
the Division of Forestry 
prior to burning.

Training fi res conduct-
ed under the direct control 
and supervision of quali-
fi ed instructors at a train-
ing facility operated by 
a fi re department or gov-
ernment entity: Provided, 
that a permit for such 
training fi res is obtained 
from the Division of For-
estry prior to burning.

Fires for outdoor 
cooking conducted for 
fund-raising events and 
charitable organizations: 
Provided, that a water 
source capable of extin-
guishing the fi re must be 
present and a permit is 
obtained from the Divi-
sion of Forestry prior to 
the operation.

Liquid fueled gas grills, 
lanterns or liquid-fueled 
gas fi re stoves.

The Governor has in-
structed the Division of 
Forestry to enact a forest 
fi re readiness plan and to 
enforce the ban on burn-
ing as outlined in W.Va. 
Code §20-1-1, et seq.

“This year, we have 
experienced a signifi cant 
period of low humid-
ity and below average 
rainfall,” Acting West 
Virginia Division of For-
estry Director and State 
Forester Tony Evans said. 

“Since January 1, we have 
experienced 654 differ-
ent fi res in the state, and 
a current total of 4,121 
acres burned. This ban 
helps ensure we are do-
ing everything we can to 
protect the public, our for-
ests, and private property 
from the damage that can 
occur from a forest fi re.”

The proclamation or-
ders the Division of For-
estry and the Division of 
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management 
to provide continuous in-
formation to the Governor 
and the public regarding 
forest conditions.

Additionally, the proc-
lamation orders the Di-
vision of Natural Re-
sources, the Offi ce of the 
State Fire Marshal, the 
Department of Homeland 
Security, and the State 
Police to cooperate in the 
enforcement of this ban.

Gov. Justice issues proclamation banning outdoor burning

By Allen Hamrick
It is getting that time of the year when distance races 

and endurance racing becomes the norm for a lot of peo-
ple, people who for one reason or another fi nd themselves 
gripped with staying in shape or just trying to live out their 
life with a bucket list.  The idea of running a half marathon, 
10K or a 5K race is not like diving into an apple Bundt 
cake swimming in melted ice cream; it’s more like diving 
into the unknown world a person only dreams of reaching.  
Running takes grit, lungs, strength and a desire to be more 
than just a gas pusher.  To each his own, it’s said, and for 
many in Clay County, racing is a lifestyle - whether it’s on 
two legs running over mountains and obstacles or in a seat 
pushing 90 over a mud caked trail.  Some go for air on a 
tricked out mountain bike or mash the fuel on a humped up 
big bore bass boat trying to be the fi rst to the best fi shing 
hole.  Even couch potatoes race when the dinner bell is ham-
mered.  To be the fi rst spoon in the mashed taters and scoop 
out the pool of melted cow butter is a race worth winning. 
   It’s in everybody’s blood to race, but for some it is more.  
This time of year not only do you have a chance at running 
for miles but also running in a marathon, Tough Mudder, 
Spartan or Savage Races from now until fall. Now there are 
some races that leave a person scratching their heads. Why 
would anybody put themselves in a position that they would 
not only have to run for miles but subject themselves to ob-

stacles  that have you diving and crawling through muddy 
water that a catfi sh wouldn’t live in? The only answer I get 
is, “It’s the challenge,” or “It’s for the fun.”  Racing has been 
a thing since time began; who could forget the run Daniel 
Boone had from Ohio to Kentucky?  An endurance run of 
a little over 160 miles through dense forest and with Indians 
on his six; he made the run in three days to warn the fort of 
an up and coming attack. It was truly a race against time.  
    The 5th annual Canaan Valley half marathon took place this 
past weekend with people coming from all over to take part 
in the event.  Local runner Geoff Hamrick and Pulmonolo-
gist Dr. Lucas Hamrick were among those that participated.  
The day was cold, and the wind made it colder.  Dark clouds 
loomed on the horizon and left a person wondering if it would 
snow or rain.  Runners hugged themselves as if that was a 
barrier to the freezing temperatures as they stood in shorts 
and running shirts.  The starting gun sounded, and the runners 
took off as the half marathon began. Fifteen minutes later, the 
gun sounded for the 10K and then again for the 5K.  Soon the 
clouds opened up, and the time for runners to get their butts in 
gear was upon them.  The wind came like a tornado and blew 
most of the vendors’ goods hither and yon, and the fi nish line 
tunnel was so active it nearly tossed people into the air as they 
tried to take it down before it became part of the landscape.  
On the trail, the runners were pasted with pea size hail and a 
steady combination of heavy rain and 30 mph wind; it was a 

perfect day for a race.  It was a race they will talk about over a 
hot cup of coffee for years, once they get over being sick and 
sore and the chill in their bones fi nally warms up.  When the 
13 miles was over and the sun was trying to fi ght through the 
clouds, Geoff Hamrick placed 20th in a fi eld of over 150 and 
was 1st in his age division.  Lucas Hamrick ran the 10K and 
had a personal best time in the six mile race.  Both will run 
again in a June Savage Race with obstacles and welcome any 
other Clay County runners to join them.   Again, racing is in 
the blood of every human being on this planet, and it’s time 
to get out and give it a try if not just to say you did it.  Don’t 
live in the shadows; get out and do something this year and let 
us know about it. Clay County would like to hear your story. 

Clay County boys run the 5th Annual Canaan Valley race

The calm came before the storm.

Geoff Hamrick fi nishes #1 in his class.Lucas Hamrick fi nishes with a personal best.

Field Training Exercises held at Fola
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Dalton Colt Webb
Booked 4/20/23
Domestic battery

Russell Wayne Young
Booked 4/19/23

Fugitive from justice

central regional jail 

NICHOLAS COUNTY

BRAXTON COUNTY

Puzzle Answers

Justin Ray Chapman I
Booked 4/19/23

Harassment, disorderly con-
duct, disruption of govern-

mental process, obstructing an 
offi cer, battery on gov. rep./

healthcare provider, trespassing, 
fl eeing from offi cer, bailpiece

Michael Lynn Harrison
Booked 4/17/23

Domestic assault, proba-
tion violation, destruction 

of property

Chad Lee Bishop
Booked 4/21/23

Destruction of property, 
domestic assault

Christopher Scott Lively
Booked 4/19/23

Prohibited person with 
fi rearm, Capias (family 

court)

Lisa Erin Vance
Booked 4/24/23

Driving revoked for DUI
Dave Allen Adkins

Booked 4/19/23
Trespassing, obstructing 

an offi cer

Courtney Michelle 
Amick

Booked 4/22/23
Capias

Coye Wayne Gwinn Sr.
Booked 4/20/23

Capias

John Thomas Mullins
Booked 4/21/23

Capias

Joseph Ray Parker
Booked 4/23/23

Domestic assault, battery of offi cer 
w/o weapon, assault on offi cer, 
obstructing, domestic battery 2nd 

offense. 

Richard Lee Skinner-
Booked 4/20.23
Domestic battery

Christian Kyle Thomas
Booked 4/19/23

Domestic battery (second

NICHOLAS COUNTY

To place your 
ADs Call us at 
(304)-647-5724 

Get Screened for Risks of Stroke 
and Cardiovascular Disease

Are you at risk?

5 Screening Package for $149

Call 855-915-3562

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: 
P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-855-405-3412 

Dental50Plus.com/press

CLAY COUNTY NICHOLAS COUNTY

Friday, May 19, 2023 Docket Schedule for Magistrate: Rider, Charles “Jeff:” 
09:00 AM, State v. Mary E Petry, Bench Trial, Operation without cert. inspection or failure 

to produce certifi cate, No Proof of Registration
09:00 AM, State v. Mary E Petry, Bench Trial, Improper use of evidences of registration 
09:30 AM, State v. Russell S. Schoolcraft III, Bench Trial, Knowingly or intentionally pos-

sessing a controlled substance without a valid prescription
10:00 AM, State v. Ronald Lee Payne, Bench Trial, Driving while license revoked – DUI, 

Operation without cert. inspection or failure to produce certifi cate, Expiration of registration 
and certifi cates of title 

10:30 AM, State v. Vincent Seth Ruggieri, Bench Trial, Domestic Battery, Misdemeanor 
Offense for violation of Protective Order Condition of Bail, Probation 

11:00 AM, State v. Christopher J. White, Preliminary Hearing, Failure to register or provide 
notice of registration changes. (Life Registration) (x3)

11:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench Trial, Obtaining money, property and services by 
false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

11:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench Trial, Obtaining money, property and services by 
false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

11:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench Trial, Obtaining money, property and services by 
false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

11:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench Trial, Obtaining money, property and services by 
false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

11:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench Trial, Obtaining money, property and services by 
false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

01:00 PM, State v. Danielle Nicole Cobb, Status Hearing, Trespassing after notice; exposing 
another’s property 

01:30 PM, State v. Robert Daniel Dennis, Bench Trial, Unsafe and improperly equipped 
vehicles; No vehicle insurance 

02:00 PM, State v. Samantha Michelle Brown, Bench Trial, Unsafe and improperly 
equipped vehicles; Operation of vehicles with safety belts, Operation without cert. inspection 
or failure to produce certifi cate; Improper use of evidences of registration; No vehicle insur-
ance; No Proof of Registration; Knowingly or intentionally possessing a controlled substance 
without a valid prescription (x2)

02:30 PM, State v. Willard B. Morris, Bench Trial, Driving while license suspended or 
revoked; No Insurance 

02:30 PM, State v. Willard B. Morris, Bench Trial, No Seatbelt Driver, No Seatbelt Pas-
senger Front 

02:30 PM, State v. Willard B. Morris, Bench Trial, License to be carried and exhibited on 
demand; False Registration/Wrong Plates 

02:30 PM, State v. Willard B. Morris, Bench Trial, Operation without cert. inspection or 
failure to produce certifi cate; Def Equip - Broken Rear Glass 

03:00 PM, State v. Johnny Eugene Brown, Bench Trial, No Motorcycle Endorsement, Safe-
ty equipment and requirements for motorcyclists 

03:00 PM, State v. Johnny Eugene Brown, Bench Trial, Required signals; Unsafe and im-
properly equipped vehicles

03:00 PM, State v. Johnny Eugene Brown, Bench Trial, License to be carried and exhibited 
on demand; Improper use of evidences of registration (misdemeanor)

03:00 PM, State v. Johnny Eugene Brown, Bench Trial, No Proof of Registration, No Insur-
ance 

03:00 PM, State v. Johnny Eugene Brown, Bench Trial, Driving while license suspended 
or revoked

03:30 PM, State v. Kathy Ann Gill, Bench Trial, Knowingly or intentionally possessing a 
controlled substance without a valid prescription (x2)

Clay County Schools is pleased to announce a one-day Kindergarten orientation 
program at each of its four elementary schools during the months of June and July.  
Taste of Kindergarten programs will take place from 9:00 A.M. – 2:30 P.M. on the 
following dates at each site:

June 22nd – Big Otter Elementary (304) 286-3111
June 22nd  – Clay Elementary (304) 587-4276

July 7th  – Lizemore Elementary (304) 587-4823
July 13th  – H. E. White Elementary (304) 548-7101

Parents/caregivers must attend with children.  Participants will meet their child’s 
Kindergarten teacher, receive free learning materials, and learn about expectations 
for Kindergarten students.  Lunch will be provided.  

Any child who will be entering Kindergarten in Fall 2023 is eligible to participate 
in Taste of Kindergarten.  Please check with your child’s school for a registration 
form, or contact program director Dr. Michelle Samples at (304) 587-4266 to 
obtain a form.  
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The Princess Hath 
Thus Spoken

By: Dr. James L. Snyder

THE BAPTIST CLASSROOM
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

Church Confi dence

To Love That Much
By: Joseph J. Mazella 

By Slim Randles
Home Country

Tadamichi Kuribayashi commanded the Japanese 
army at Iwo Jima. He was a brilliant strategist, and his 
fortifi cation of the island was so well conceived it was 
only matched by the grit of the US Marines who took 
it. The Samurai mindset had given the Japanese a feel-
ing of superiority in battle. As Fred Hayes wrote in The 
Lions of Iwo Jima, “the mystical Japanese “fi ghting 
spirit” -- the mantra of the militarist who ran the Im-
perial General Staff in Tokyo, would compensate for 
Japan’s defi ciencies in logistics, its limited industrial 
production capacity, and its inferior armor and artil-
lery.” The Japanese believed they couldn’t be defeated 
and the Samurai fi ghting spirit would overcome any 
obstacle. We know, of course, that wasn’t the case. The 
US Marine Corps knew a thing or two about fi ghting 
spirit themselves. 

Jesus promised in Matthew 16:18 that the gates of 
Hell would not prevail against the church. I have great 
confi dence in the truth of this promise. For nearly 2,000 
years, Satan has opposed the church of Christ from the 
inside and from without. Even in the Apostle’s own 
day, men tried to infi ltrate the church and corrupt its 
doctrine. But they did not prevail. Governments tried 
to outlaw or banish the preaching of Christ and His 
church, but they did not prevail. The kings of the earth 
raged and counseled together against the Lord to put 
an end to the body of Christ, but they did not prevail. 
I’m confi dent that the church will not fall because of 

the character of the one who promised. Jesus has never 
failed. He has always kept His word, and there isn’t 
anything surer or worthy of believing than the promise 
of the King of kings.

Unlike Imperial Japan, my confi dence is not the spirit 
of the Christian to overcome but the Spirit in the Chris-
tian who preserves. Christ will keep His church, but not 
every local church will overcome. Many local bodies 
have fallen and will still yet fall. Some hold to a mys-
tical promise of perpetuity while ignoring the impera-
tive to persevere. Indeed, the church is the “pillar and 
ground of the truth,” but the man of God is to “preach 
the word” and is to “study to show himself approved.” 
Through the preaching of sound doctrine, the church is 
built up, and that’s our defense against every wind of 
false doctrine. Christ calls us to stand for the truth and 
earnestly contend for the faith once delivered.

This promise gives the church of Jesus Christ the 
confi dence in the battle and the strength to fi ght, but 
not overconfi dence in ourselves. It encourages pastors 
to preach the word and rightly divide the Scriptures, 
knowing this is how God’s people grow, the truth is 
passed on to the next generation, and the church is built 
up and edifi ed. Don’t presume on the Lord’s mercies. 
Any local church is only one generation away from 
apostasy or shutting the doors for good, if we think we 
cannot fail simply because we believe we cannot fall.

In December of last year, our second great-grandchild en-
tered our family. Our fi rst great-grandchild was a boy, and this 
one is a girl.

Like all our children, grandchildren and great-grandson, this 
great-granddaughter was a blessing to our family. If only chil-
dren would stay young for the rest of their life! I have learned 
that the thing is to enjoy them while they are young.

Being retired, we have more time to spend with our grand-
children and great-grandchildren. I’m sure this is one of the 
great blessings that our Heavenly Father bestows upon us.

Because the mother of this great-grandchild, our grand-
daughter, is a working nurse, she went back to work following 
her maternity leave. That being the case, the grandma (mother) 
and great-grandma daycare operation kicked in.

These relationships get confusing, and I try to keep them 
separated. Still, the grandmother, our daughter, is also a work-
ing nurse and therefore does not have that much time for the 
daycare operation.

The great-grandmother, which is the Matriarch-Hierarchy, 
has more time for the daycare operation. That means the great-
granddaughter is in our home quite often during the week.

I was pretty pleased with this arrangement and was glad to 
have a little great-granddaughter in our home as much as pos-
sible. Of course, you can never have too many of these little 
great-granddaughters.

After a few weeks I began to understand life as it is; I as-
sumed things, but not always understanding, how they came 
into being.

At our family gathering, the new great-granddaughter was 
there and we were having our family dinner. Then something 
began to happen that at fi rst, I did not quite understand, but 
later began to comprehend the whole issue in a different light.

The little great-granddaughter was sleeping in her bassinet 
in one of our bedrooms. We were chatting around the table, and 
then suddenly, we heard it.

Waa, Waa, Waa, Waa, Waa.
Being a man, I didn’t quite understand what that noise was 

about. All of the ladies around the table got up and marched 
back to the bedroom with the little baby crying.

In a few moments, they all came out, and one was holding 
the baby while the rest were following. They all gathered in the 
living room, and I watched as they passed the baby around, and 
everybody had a chance to hold her.

It wasn’t long before that little Princess stopped crying. And 
if I saw that right, if not smiling, at least she was snickering. At 
fi rst, I did not quite understand what that was all about.

That was just the beginning.
Whenever The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage babysat 

the great-grandbaby, I noticed a similar routine.
The great-grandmother got the great-grandbaby settled 

down, fed her, then quietly take her back, and put her in the 
bassinet in the bedroom. She fell asleep, and the great-grand-
mother tiptoed out of the bedroom and went to the kitchen to 
resume her work.

Then came that familiar sound from the bedroom.
Waa, Waa, Waa, Waa, Waa.
Before the second “Waa” got out, the great-grandmother 

turned her back on the kitchen and scooted back into the bed-
room to bow before the great-granddaughter.

As she brought the little baby out, the baby looked at me 
and gave me one of her snickers. I am not sure, but I think 
she winked at me. Just do not let this get back to the great-
grandmother.

So the great-grandmother cared for the baby, rocked it, and 
did everything babies need at that stage of life.

She fi nally went to sleep, and The Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage took the baby back to its bassinet to sleep for a little 
while.

When she came back, I was tempted, but I did not yield to 
that temptation, to ask her what all that crying was about. I was 
tempted, but I did not yield to that temptation, to tell her what I 
thought was going on.

It did not take long for the little Princess to do it all over 
again.

Waa, Waa, Waa, Waa, Waa.
Again, the great-grandmother dropped what she was doing 

and went back, got the baby out of the bassinet, brought her 
out, and fi xed up a bottle for her lunch. So all the time, the 
little baby was smiling and giggling and then looking at me 
and winked; it seemed that way, at least from my perspective. 
What I saw was the little Princess taking charge of her environ-
ment. How someone that young could know how to manipu-
late her environment is well beyond me. I should take a few 
notes from her.

Then I began thinking that perhaps this was the little Prin-
cess preparing to be a wife and mother, with the emphasis on 
the wife. If that is true, she has a great start at that.

I wonder what it is going to be like when this little Princess 
graduates to a teenager. Those are going to be the days, and I’m 
looking forward to them.

As I was pondering this situation I could not help but think 
of what that wise old man, Solomon, said in, Proverbs 22:6, 
“Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it.”

That wise old man understood that what a child becomes is 
a result of training. Too often the child dominates the training 
chair which predicts what happens when that child is old.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.

When I was a young father struggling to get by 
I worked for a while in a lumber mill. It was hard, 
back-breaking work for little money. In the two years 
I worked there the job turnover rate was so high that 
only 4 of the people I started with were still there in the 
end. I did my best to make it through each day. I lived in 
my imagination and sang songs in my mind while my 
hurting body bent, lifted, and carried the heavy lumber 
over and over again.

One summer day I came home from work covered 
in sweat and sawdust. My back ached, my feet hurt, 
and my entire spirit felt drained and depressed. My wife 
brought me dinner on a TV tray, but I was too tired to 
eat, too tired to shower, and even too tired to watch TV. 
I just lay on the couch wondering how much longer I 
would be able to go on at this job that was weakening 
my body, hurting my heart, and eating away at my soul.

I glanced out the living room window and saw my 
young children playing outside. They were swinging on 

an old swing set, chasing each other around the yard, 
and laughing with such joy. I kept watching them while 
my eyes misted over. I could feel my heart beating with 
love for them. I knew in that moment that I would give 
my life for them. And I also knew that I could continue 
on in this job for them, no matter how hard the work 
or how long I had to be there. With tears in my eyes I 
thanked God for giving me them and promised to love 
them, care for them, and be there for them forever.

Thankfully, I didn’t have to stay at that job for much 
longer, but that moment did stay with me to this day. I 
think maybe one of the reasons God puts us in this diffi -
cult, often painful world is so we can learn to Love that 
much. Love conquers every fear, heals every hurt, and 
helps us become who we were meant to be. Love makes 
us more and more like the One who made us. May all 
your days no matter how diffi cult be fi lled with love 
then. May you spend them all loving God, yourself, and 
everyone else.

As the recessional played, and Reverend Jeff opened the church doors before shaking hands with his parish-
ioners, he was surprised to discover he wasn’t the fi rst one there. 

“Mornin’ Rev!”
“Uh, good morning … Alphonse.”
Yes, it was Alphonse “Windy” Wilson, his boots cleaned and a bulldogger Western tie on his pearl-snap shirt, 

grinning broadly.
He stood next to the minister as the parishioners came past, one by one and shook Jeff’s hand. Then they 

shook Windy’s hand … because there it was, outstretched and ready for a shake.
“Bless you,” Windy said. “And a happy May Day!”
“Thank you, Windy,” said Mavis.
“And  … you know why they call it May Day …?
But Mavis was already gone and Windy was already through three more handshakes. These folks were in a 

hurry.
 “Yo Doc … you know why they call it May Day?”
  But Doc and Mrs. Doc were already halfway to their car.
  “I don’t know about you, Rev,” he whispered, “but these folks are sure in a hurry. Fills me with a 

consternation at their respirational souls.”
Reverend Jeff just nodded and kept shaking hands. Then they were gone, and it was just Jeff and Windy at 

the top of the steps.
“They sure move on out, don’t they? Beats me how you can corral ‘em long enough to sermonize ‘em.”
“That’s easy, Windy,” Jeff said. “I shut the door.”
“Have to try that … one of these days.”
“So tell me,” said the smiling minister, “why do they call it May Day?”
“Ah shoot! They got me so fl ustercated I plumb forgot.”
-------------
Check in with Windy and Doc and the gang in the Home Country book. http://nmsantos.com/Book-

store/Misc-Books/Home/Home.html
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†DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high-speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended 

for optimal viewing. Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. only (excl. P.R. & U.S.V.I.). DIRECTV STREAM renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on file 
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assessed against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subj. to blackout restr’s. All offers, programming, 
promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modified, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream/ for 

details. Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. Separate SHOWTIME subscription required. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime 

Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service marks are the property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. EPIX is a 

registered trademark of EPIX Entertainment LLC. Google, Google Play, and Android TV are trademarks of Google LLC. ©2022 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of 

DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

•  NO ANNUAL CONTRACT REQUIRED,  NO HIDDEN FEES

•  THE BEST OF LIVE TV & ON DEMAND  ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE SCREENS

•  UNLIMITED STREAMS FOR UNLIMITED SCREENS  INCLUDED WITH EVERY PACKAGE* 

*All DIRECTV streams must be on the same home network and compatible device(s) required. Limit 3 concurrent out-of-home DIRECTV streams. Certain networks 

limit total number of simultaneous streams. Restrictions apply. See directv.com/unlimitedstreams for details.)

 
 

 

 DIRECTV IS THE ONLY STREAMING TV PROVIDER
WITH HBO MAX, SHOWTIME®, STARZ®, EPIX® & CINEMAX® INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS!

Available only for new DIRECTV STREAM customers with CHOICE or ULTIMATE Package (min. $89.99/mo.). HBO Max, SHOWTIME, STARZ, EPIX and Cinemax auto-renew after 3 months at then prevailing rates 

(currently $14.99/mo. for HBO Max, $11/mo. each for SHOWTIME, STARZ and Cinemax, and $6/mo. for EPIX), unless you change or cancel. Req’s you to select offer. Offer subject to change & may be modified or discontinued 

at any time without notice. Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com. Offer not available to DIRECTV and U-verse TV customers switching to DIRECTV STREAM. See below for details.

855-656-0296
IV Support Holdings

 
 

GET YOUR TV TOGETHER &
UPGRADE YOUR

EXPERIENCE

Ellas Otha Bates was an American guitarist and R&B 
singer who played a key role in transition from Blues to 
rock & roll, infl uencing many later rock & roll artists. His 
use of African and simple hambone rhythms with a signa-
ture beat was the cornerstone of rock and popular music 
His 1955 single was #1 on Billboards R&B charts. The 
single is unique because it is the only song in which the 
title of the song is also the name of the artist who also 
wrote and performed the song about himself. Does that 
help identify who he was and the title of the song? 

 
   Answer to last week’s Trivia: The #1 Elvis single in 

which he paraphrases a line from a Shakespeare play is: 
“Are You Lonesome Tonight?” (Nov., 1960). “You know 
someone once said the world’s a stage and each must play 
a part.” That’s from Shakespeare’s comedy As You Like 
It: “All the world’s a stage and all the men and women  
merely players.”
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OBITUARIES

Homer Lee Neal of In-
dore, WV, born on August 
23, 1933, entered into rest 
on Friday, April 14, 2023, at 
the age of 89.

He was a very loving 
husband, father and grand-
father. He was an avid hunt-
er and fi sherman. He will be 
missed by many friends and 
family.

Homer is preceded in 
death by his loving wife 
Hattie Ruth Neal, his par-
ents George and Lula Neal, 
his siblings and step sib-
lings.

Homer is survived by his 
son, Samuel and wife An-
gel Neal; daughters, Mary 
Neal and partner Stacy 
Nottingham, Elizabeth 
Brown, Dolly Brown, June 
Roberts and husband Rob 
McMillian, Tammy Strader 
and husband Greg Strader; 
many grandchildren and 
great grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews whom he 
loved.

A graveside service was 
held at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, 
April 21, 2023, at the Neal 
Family Cemetery on Coon 
Hollow Road in Indore, 
WV.

Online condolence may 
be sent to the family at 
www.carlwilsonsmithfu-
neralhome.com.

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be serv-
ing the Neal family.

Homer Lee Neal

Virginia Belle (Long) 
Rogers, 74, of Newton, WV 
entered into rest on April 19, 
2023, in Charleston, WV.

Born on September 21, 
1948, in Newton, WV, she 

Virginia Belle 
(Long) Rogers

Opal Marie Taylor, 78, of 
Indore, WV, passed away on 
April 20, 2023.  Opal was a 
devoted wife, grandmother, 
and aunt to many.  She was 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Gene Clark Tay-
lor; son, Gary Taylor; broth-
er, Rommey Nottingham; 
mother, Mary Morton; and 
father, Andrew Nottingham.

Many left behind to miss 
her, including her daugh-
ter, Linda, (Ronald) Ad-
kins; sons, Troy Taylor and 
Terry Taylor; brothers, Ray 
and Leroy Nottingham; 
along with grandchildren 
and many nieces and neph-
ews.

Graveside Service were 
held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday 
April 25, 2023 at Adkins 
Cemetery, (Payne Hollow 
Road) Indore, WV.

Wilson Smith is honored 
to be serving the Taylor fam-
ily.

Opal Marie Taylor

Joey Kevin Bailey, 55, of 
Cannelton, WV was called 
home by his Heavenly Fa-
ther on April 17, 2023, at 
home after a long illness.

Joey was born on August 
3, 1967, he was a veteran 
who served his country dur-
ing the Gulf War. In his free 
time, he enjoyed spending 
time with his family, espe-
cially his daughter Kelsey, 
sister Shelia ,and his protec-
tor Tiny, his dog. He also 
enjoyed hunting, working on 
cars and spending time with 
his many friends.

Joey is survived by his 
mother, Cora Neil, of Smith-
ers, WV; father, Herman 
Bailey (deceased), Glen 
Neil of Smithers, WV; the 
only father he ever knew; 
daughters, Kelsey Bailey of 
Cannelton, WV; and Betty 
Jo of Indore, WV; brothers, 
James Brown of Lorain, 
Ohio, Dannie Bailey of 
Oak Hill, WV; Jon Bailey 
(Sharon) of Elizabeth, WV; 
sisters, Melissa Pugh (Ber-
nard) of South Charleston, 
WV; Debraha Diggs (John) 
of Fayetteville, NC, Shelia 
Rhodes of Cannelton, WV, 
and Yvonne Graves (Willie) 
of Saint Albans, WV. Joey 
also leaves behind a host of 
nephews, nieces, and many 
friends.

Services will be held Mon-
day, April 24, 2023, 11:00 
AM, with visitation 1 hour 
prior to service, at Penning-
ton Smith Funeral Home, 94 
Main Street Gauley Bridge, 
WV 25085, with Minister 
Lee Holiday offi ciating. 
Burial will follow at Donel 
C. Kinnard Memorial State 
Veterans Cemetery, 130 
Academy Drive, Dunbar, 
WV 25064.

Online condolences may 
be sent to the family at www.
carlwilsonsmithfuneral-
home.com.

Pennington Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be serv-
ing the Bailey family.

was the daughter of the late 
Alfred and Gracie (Parker) 
Long.

Virginia is survived by 
her husband Harley Rogers; 
daughters, Pam Rogers of 
Cleveland, Oh, Penny Rog-
ers, Cleveland, Oh and Lisa 
Moore of Norwalk, Oh.; 
grandchildren, Christopher 
Lautzenenheiser, Kayla 
Rogers, Kimberly John-
son, Kyle Rogers, Shan-
non Moore, Stevie Moore 
and Jalyn Roseborough and 
several great grandchildren; 
sister, Alice Noftz of Nor-
walk, Oh and many nieces 
and nephews.

Graveside service will be 
11:00 am, Saturday, April 
29, 2023, at the Parker 
Cemetery, Newton, WV, 
with Minister Rick Rogers 
offi ciating.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at www.carlwilsonfuneral-
home.com.

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be serv-
ing the Rogers family.

Joey Kevin Bailey

This Week in West Vir-
ginia History
The following events hap-
pened on these dates in 
West Virginia history. To 
read more, go toe-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclopedia 
at www.wvencyclopedia.
org.

April 26, 1816: General 
Alexander Welch Reynolds 
was born in Lewisburg. He 
served in both the U.S. and 
Confederate armies. After 
the war, Reynolds accepted 
a commission as a colonel 
in the forces of the khe-
dive of Egypt, which ruled 
Egypt under the Ottoman 
Empire.
April 26, 1900: Baseball 
great Lewis Robert “Hack” 
Wilson, whose 1930 single 
season runs-batted-in re-
cord stands today, was born 
in Pennsylvania. He started 
his pro career with the Mar-
tinsburg Blue Sox. He re-
turned to Martinsburg after 
his retirement and is buried 
at Rosedale Cemetery.
April 27, 1978: An acci-
dent at the Willow Island 
Power Station on the Ohio 
River killed 51 men. The 
scaffolding that had been 
erected for use in the con-
struction of a new cooling 
tower collapsed, send-
ing them plunging to the 
ground. 

April 28, 1884: Musician 
Henry Reed was born in 
Peterstown, Monroe Coun-
ty. Reed was a legend-
ary West Virginia fi ddler 
whose repertory contrib-
uted to the old-time music 
revival in the last half of 
the 20th century.

 

April 28, 1914: An ex-
plosion at the Eccles No. 
5 mine in Raleigh County 
killed 174 men. The mine 
connected with Eccles No. 
6, operating in another coal 
seam. Nine men in No. 6 
died of injuries and of af-
terdamp, the deadly gas left 
after a mine explosion.
April 28, 1920: The 
Monongahela National 
Forest was created by 
presidential proclamation. 
It is the only national for-
est completely within the 
boundaries of West Vir-
ginia.  
April 28, 1924: An explo-
sion ripped through the 
Benwood coal mine south 
of Wheeling, killing 119 
miners.
April 28, 1948: Watt Pow-
ell Park opened in Charles-
ton. About 8,000 people, 
including Governor Okey 
L. Patteson, attended the 
city’s inaugural game in the 
Class A Central League. 
Watt Powell Park was re-
placed by what is now 
known as GoMart Ballpark 
after the 2004 season, and 
the old park was demol-
ished in 2005.
April 29, 1863: Confed-
erate General William E. 
“Grumble” Jones waged 
a battle at Fairmont that 
involved a force of 500 
regulars, home guards and 
volunteers. The Confeder-
ates prevailed, burning the 
personal library of Francis 
Pierpont, governor of the 
Restored Government of 
Virginia, and exploding an 
iron railroad bridge across 
the Monongahela River.
April 30, 1871: Coach 
Fielding “Hurry-Up” Yost 
was born in Marion Coun-

ty. He was a tackle on West 
Virginia University’s foot-
ball team in 1895 and 1896, 
while earning a law degree.  
In 1901, Yost’s fi rst season 
as coach at University of 
Michigan, the Wolverines 
compiled an 11-0 record, 
including a 49-0 defeat of 
Stanford in the fi rst Rose 
Bowl. 

April 30, 1927:  An ex-
plosion roared through the 
Federal No. 3 mine owned 
by New England Fuel and 
Transportation Company 
of Everettville, Mononga-
lia County. The explosion, 
the subsequent fi re, and gas 
in the mine killed 97 men.
May 1, 1788: Pendleton 
County was created from 
Rockingham, Augusta and 
Hardy counties. The coun-
ty was named for Virginia 
statesman Edmund Pendle-
ton (1721–1803). 
May 1, 1930: Labor leader 
and child welfare activist 
Mother Jones celebrated 
her birthday in Maryland. 
Jones, who was 100 years 
old by her count, appeared 
before newsreel cameras to 
condemn  the Prohibition 
Act “as a curse upon the 
nation” that violated her 
right to have a beer instead 
of water.
May 2, 1900: State founder 
Waitman Willey died in 
Morgantown. He is re-
membered for the Willey 
Amendment, which pro-
vided for the emancipation 
of slaves as a precondition 
for the creation of West 
Virginia.
May 2, 1925: Flying saucer 
investigator Gray Barker 
was born in Riffl e, Braxton 
County. Barker became in-
terested in unidentifi ed fl y-
ing objects in the 1950s af-
ter investigating sightings 
of the Flatwoods Monster.
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors 
are here to help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your family. 
Call for your FREE, no-obligation con-
sultation: 1-855-935-2903 

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRAT-
OR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 

Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 

little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 
TIMESHARE CANCELLATION EX-
PERTS Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-738-0094 

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that WV RECLAIM CO, LLC, 2122 LEATHERWOOD RD, BICKMORE WV 25019 

has submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 School Street, Suite 
301, Philippi WV 26416-1600 for a Phase 3 release on Permit Number U200405 issued for 29.7 acres.

The permit is located in Henry District of Clay County, 3.3 miles northwest of Bickmore on unnamed tributary 
of Road Fork of Leatherwood Creek of Elk River.

WV RECLAIM CO���������	
�������
����
����������������������������������������
������������	�������
of the reclamation performance bond currently in the amount of $58,800.00.

�������������������

�!�������"������#��%&'��������!�"������
����*��+������#���/�:+�;��/��������������
�������	�
���
�.

LEGAL

Let Us Help With Your Legal Advertising Needs 
Email: LegalAds@mountainmedianews.com
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NOTICE: Use Seal ‘N 
Heal on cats, dogs & 
horses to seal cuts & 
scratches with a bit-
ter taste to prevent 
gnawing, allow heal-
ing. Clay Farm Bu-
reau Coop. 587-4277. 
(www.f leabeacon.
com).

NOTICE

Classifieds

LEGAL

WANT TO BUY: 
1949-1952 Chevro-
let 4 door or 2 door 
parts cars. In running 
condition or not. 540-
395-2083.

WANT TO BUY

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

THAT BEING THE JUVENILE COURT OF SAID COUNTY 
IN RE: State v J.A. and G.A. Case Nos. 23-JA-9-10
 In the matter of J.A. and G.A., and the unknown whereabouts of 
Gary Foor, Adult Respondent Father of said Infants.
  ORDER OF PUBLICATION
  And
  NOTICE OF ANSWER
 To: Gary Foor
(The object of this action is to notify the Adult Respondent Father of 
�����������	���
���������������������	����������	��	���������-
dent Father may answer the same to protect their interest).
� ��������������������	���������������	���
������	��������	��-
�����������������������	����� ������������������������������
West Virginia, on the 4th day of April 2023, and assigned Case Num-
bers 23-JA-9-10, wherein it is alleged that the Adult Respondent 
Father of Infant Respondents J.A. (DOB: 3/8/23), and G.A. (DOB: 
11/22/06), is Gary Foor, and that said Infant Respondents be placed in 
the custody of the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Re-
sources, with said Infant Respondents remaining in the care, custody 
and control of the said Department since that time in accordance with 
�����	��!"#$%$&'����� ����������������	� ��� ������*�� ��� ��
��
to answer said petition and you have the right to have counsel pres-
ent at all stages of these proceedings and ALL PROCEEDINGS CAN 
RESULT IN THE PERMANENT TERMINATION OF CUSTODIAL 
AND PARENTAL RIGHTS TO SAID INFANT CHILD.
 Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the Adult Respondent Father, 
Gary Foor, shall  appear before the Honorable Jack Alsop on the 15th 
day of May 2023, at 2:50 a.m., at the Clay County Courthouse, 246 
Main Street, Clay, West Virginia, otherwise judgment by default will 
be taken against them at any time thereafter, and termination of your 
custodial and parental rights may be ordered by the Court.
� �������������	�+�������������������	���������;��������������-
cuit Clerk of Clay County, West Virginia, at the Clay County Court-
house, Clay, West Virginia.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES, CHILD PRO-
TECTIVE SERVICES DIVISION.
BY: Jim E. Samples, Prosecuting Attorney, Clay County, West Virginia.
Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 18th day of April 2023.
 

ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that WV RECLAIM CO, LLC, 2122 LEATHERWOOD RD, BICKMORE WV 25019 

has submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 School Street, Suite 
301, Philippi WV 26416-1600 for a Phase 1 release on Permit Number S201496 issued for 143.48 acres.

The permit is located in Henry/Grant Districts of Clay/Nichols Counties, 2.75 miles northeast of BICKMORE 
on Road Fork and Leatherwood Creek of Leatherwood Creek of Elk River.

WV RECLAIM CO��<<���������	����=�����
���	���
��	��
����"�>?�?@>?���	������Q�����
������������X@�
percent of the reclamation performance bonds currently in the amount of $529,920.00.

Written comments will be received at the DEP address above until 6/19/23, or thirty (30) days from date of 
�������	�
���
�.

LEGAL
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
���Q�����������������*�	[�����
������*�	���������������\���	��
�X�������]"&��>#@@�^�������\����*��	�
_����������������������
�����������`����>&��?@?&���>@q@@��z�{_������|��	��	�}���['�}�����	�������
���	������	�	���	���������	���	����	����������������������������������������������������
����~��{�[q
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
@@�� ?@?@@@@#@]� |&@]$>%$>']X�@@� |}+$@@>%{?#>[�� +_�_|}�����\�^_�����<�}�_|
� � � � z����|}�__}
� � � � z��+;��}
    COUNTY: �<��
DBE GOAL:� "��;���;�}���}�\����z;��}'�\���_��z�|}�+�;���_����}}_��
� � �||�����_�;��z__}�����;�<�;���;�z����+�;+;|�<'
REMARKS:

+����������������������*�	���������Q������	���	��������
������������	����������������������������
��	����$��	�+��~���������������������������������Q����	������������	���������������Q����	�����������=�
������
��'���
�������������Q����	���������������������	��������������*���������+��������
�������-
���	����������������X����������&��|������>?��������������
�������	�'����������������������
���	��
������~��{�[����������	��������������������
����������������������	������������������q�+������������-
����\��	����������������=�����������	�����=������X@@'@@����X��������������	��������*������
�����'

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and 
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com

}����������
�����������������}���������������*�����������
��������������������������		���������
������������*���������������������������������	��������������������	*���������������������������
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 22-0949-PWD-19A
CLAY COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT,

Rule 19A application to increase water rates and charges, and 
request for emergency interim rates.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO CHANGE RATES
;��;������?%��?@??����������������+������|��*�����������{��+|�[����	�}�����������>>����=��
�

increased rates for providing potable water under the process established by the Commission for small 
utilities. CCPSD also requested emergency interim rates.

On March 20, 2023, Staff recommended that the Commission increase CCPSD rates by 25.69 percent 
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The tariff rates approved prior to this proceeding are as follows:
RATES (Customers with metered water supply)

First  3,000 gallons used per month  $14.60 per 1,000 gallons
Next  3,000 gallons used per month  $14.00 per 1,000 gallons 
Next  4,000 gallons used per month  $13.43 per 1,000 gallons 
Next  10,000 gallons used per month  $12.85 per 1,000 gallons 
All Over  20,000 gallons used per month  $12.29 per 1,000 gallons

MINIMUM CHARGE
No bill shall be rendered for less than the following:
5/8 inch meter $40.44 per month 
3/4 inch meter  $60.66 per month
1 inch meter $101.10 per month
1-1/2 inch meter $202.20 per month
2 inch meter $323.52 per month
3 inch meter $606.60 per month
4 inch meter $1,011.00 per month
6 inch meter $2,022.00 per month
8 inch meter $3,235.00 per month
The above minimum charge is subject to an additional $1.12 per 1,000 gallons used per month.

DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY
The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full when due, ten percent will be added to the 

net current amount unpaid. This delayed payment penalty is not interest and is to be collected only once 
for each bill where it is appropriate.
LEAK ADJUSTMENT
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The Staff-recommended rates are as follows:
RATES*

First  3,000 gallons used per month  $17.89 per 1,000 gallons 
Next  3,000 gallons used per month  $17.60 per 1,000 gallons 
Next  4,000 gallons used per month  $16.88 per 1,000 gallons 
Next  10,000 gallons used per month  $16.15 per 1,000 gallons 
All Over  20,000 gallons used per month  $15.45 per 1,000 gallons

MINIMUM CHARGE*
No bill shall be rendered for less than the following:
5/8 inch meter $53.67 per month 
3/4 inch meter $80.51 per month
1 inch meter  $134.18 per month
1-1/2 inch meter $268.35 per month
2 inch meter $429.36 per month
3 inch meter $805.05 per month
4 inch meter $1,341.75 per month
6 inch meter $2,683.50 per month
8 inch meter $4,293.60 per month

DELAYED PAYMENT PENALTY*
The above schedule is net. On all accounts not paid in full when due, ten percent will be added to the 

net current amount unpaid. This delayed payment penalty is not interest and is to be collected only once 
for each bill where it is appropriate.
LEAK ADJUSTMENT*
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8.47% CASH WORKING CAPITAL RESERVE INCREMENT

8.47% of total billings at the indicated rates is required to be recorded as a credit to “Miscellaneous 
Operating Reserves” with related collections to be charged to “Other Special Funds” and deposited into a 
	�����������\��=�������'

The average increase for each customer class is summarized as follows:  
 Percentage Increase Avg. Monthly Increase Avg. Monthly Usage
 Residential 23.48% $10.21 2,700 gal.
 Commercial 23.91% $18.51 5,400 gal.

Anyone desiring to review the Staff Report may do so on the Commission website (www.psc.state.
wv.us). Anyone desiring to protest the changed rates and charges must do so in writing within ten days of 
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In addition, anyone desiring a hearing in this matter must demand a hearing in the written protest.
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mission may adopt rates and charges for CCPSD which are the same as, greater than or less than the Staff-
recommended rates and charges.

CLAY COUNTY PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT
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LEGAL
TRUSTEES’ SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

3339 Youngs Monument Rd, Dille, WV 26617
��������	����}����	��	���
���>���?@@�����	�	���������	�	�������;���������������=�������������

���������������������������������
������������	����}����\��=�>>�������
��%�%�������������$\�����	�	�
���*����������
�����'�}��=����}��������������������������'�}����������������	������������	����}����
���������	����������}������������}�������������
���������'������������������������|������������
}�����������	�	���������������	�����=���;����'����������*��
��������	���	���������	����}������	����
�������������	�����*��
��������	������	����
��	�}������������������������������������������������	���
������������������������	��������������������������������z����|������������������
�����?X@"&���q

June 22, 2023
At 12:00 PM
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John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC

We love kids!
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HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm
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Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 
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Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience
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Delinquent and Nonentered Lands continued from previous page
CERT #  SOLD  TICKET NAME  NAME 2  DESCRIPTION  DISTRICT AMOUNT DUE
2022-C-000148 2021 5738 MOORE JOLENA  LOTS 21-23-25 E HARTLAND HENRY $239.86
2022-C-000149 2021 5739 MOORE JOLENA  4.5 AC E HARTLAND HENRY $239.86
2022-C-000150 2021 6357 REED JOE W  100 AC WTS LAUREL HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000151 2021 6358 REED JOE W  32 AC LAUREL HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000152 2021 6359 REED JOE W  8 AC LAUREL HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000153 2021 6360 REED JOE W  41 AC N S ELK HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000154 2021 6361 REED JOE W  41 AC N S ELK HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000155 2021 6362 REED JOE W  20 AC N S ELK HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000156 2021 6363 REED JOE W  69 AC N S ELK HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000157 2021 6364 REED JOE W  41 AC N S ELK HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000158 2021 6365 REED JOE W  133 AC LAUREL HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000159 2021 6366 REED JOE W  96.5 AC LAUREL HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000160 2021 6367 REED JOE W  94 AC BLUE KNOB HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000161 2021 6417 REED THOMAS B III  1/6 AC LAUREL & OTTER HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000162 2021 6370 REED KATHI A  1/6 AC LAUREL & OTTER HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000163 2021 6418 REED THOMAS B III  229 AC LAUREL & SANDY MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000164 2021 6371 REED KATHI A  229 AC LAUREL & SANDY MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000165 2021 6419 REED THOMAS B III  70 AC WTS SANDY MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000166 2021 6372 REED KATHI A  70 AC WTS SANDY MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000167 2021 6420 REED THOMAS B III  161 AC RUSH FORK MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000168 2021 6373 REED KATHI A  161 AC RUSH FORK MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000169 2021 6421 REED THOMAS B III  290 AC WTS LAUREL MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000170 2021 6374 REED KATHI A  290 AC WTS LAUREL MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000171 2021 6422 REED THOMAS B III  13 AC LEATHERWOOD MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000172 2021 6375 REED KATHI A  13 AC LEATHERWOOD MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000173 2021 6017 OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY INC 13 AC LEATHERWOOD COAL HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000174 2021 6423 REED THOMAS B III  50 AC WTS BIG LAUREL MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000175 2021 6376 REED KATHI A  50 AC WTS BIG LAUREL MIN HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000176 2021 6368 REED JOE W  16 AC N S ELK HENRY $177.82
2022-C-000177 2021 4716 HAGER WILLIAM ETUX  6.43 AC LEATHERWOOD HENRY $181.84
2022-C-000178 2021 11514 ROBINSON MARVIN  28.21 AC WTS WEST FORK OTTER $234.93
2022-C-000179 2021 11515 ROBINSON MARVIN  9.36 AC WTS WEST FORK OTTER $340.03
2022-C-000180 2021 10132 HILL TODD BROOKS ETAL  86 AC MCCUMBERS TR OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000181 2021 11324 PATTERSON VIRGINIA  86 AC MCCUMBERS TR OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000182 2021 8996 CLEVENGER L MAE  15 AC LOG SHOALS OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000183 2021 9902 GRAHAM ELIZABETH HRS  13.5 AC WTS ELK & OTTER OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000184 2021 9903 GRAHAM ELIZABETH HRS  331 AC WEST FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000185 2021 9904 GRAHAM ELIZABETH HRS  69.5 AC WEST FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000186 2021 9905 GRAHAM ELIZABETH HRS  50 AC WEST FORK OTTER $190.38
2022-C-000187 2021 9906 GRAHAM ELIZABETH HRS  30 AC WEST FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000188 2021 9907 GRAHAM ELIZABETH HRS  5 AC WTS OTTER OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000189 2021 9908 GRAHAM ELIZABETH HRS  3682 AC NS ELK OTTER $484.40
2022-C-000190 2021 9909 GRAHAM ELIZABETH HRS  22 AC WEST FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000191 2021 9910 GRAHAM W H  13.5 AC ELK & OTTER OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000192 2021 9911 GRAHAM W H  69.5 AC WEST FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000193 2021 10018 HALL ELIZA TRUSTEE  247 AC WTS STINSON OTTER $183.56
2022-C-000194 2021 10019 HALL ELIZA TRUSTEE  82.5 AC WTS OTTER MIN OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000195 2021 10032 HALL O L  109 AC RUSH FORK MIN 2/3 OF OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000196 2021 10271 JARVIS JOHN K  109 AC RUSH FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000197 2021 10033 HALL O L  1 AC RUSH FORK MIN 2/3 OF OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000198 2021 10272 JARVIS JOHN K  1 AC RUSH FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000199 2021 10034 HALL O L  12 AC GOULD MIN 2/3 OF 1/4 & OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000200 2021 10273 JARVIS JOHN K  12 AC GOULD OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000201 2021 10035 HALL O L  1 AC RUSH FORK 2/3 OF OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000202 2021 10274 JARVIS JOHN K  1 AC RUSH FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000203 2021 10036 HALL O L  LOT 26-27-28 GOULD MIN 2/3 OF OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000204 2021 10275 JARVIS JOHN K  LOT 26-27-28 GOULD OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000205 2021 10037 HALL O L  1/4 AC RUSH FORK MIN 2/3 OF OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000206 2021 10276 JARVIS JOHN K  1/4 AC RUSH FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000207 2021 10038 HALL O L  46 AC UNDERWOOD LAND O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000208 2021 10277 JARVIS JOHN K  46 AC UNDERWOOD LAND OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000209 2021 10039 HALL O L  6 LOTS UNDERWOOD LAND O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000210 2021 10278 JARVIS JOHN K  6 LOTS UNDERWOOD LAND OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000211 2021 10040 HALL O L  50 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000212 2021 10279 JARVIS JOHN K  50 AC WTS WEST FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000213 2021 10041 HALL O L  46 AC UNDERWOOD LAND O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000214 2021 10280 JARVIS JOHN K  46 AC UNDERWOOD LAND OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000215 2021 10042 HALL O L  6 LOTS UNDERWOOD LAND O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000216 2021 10281 JARVIS JOHN K  6 LOTS UNDERWOOD LAND OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000217 2021 10043 HALL O L  10 AC WTS W FK O&G OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000218 2021 10282 JARVIS JOHN K  10 AC WTS W FK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000219 2021 10044 HALL O L  50 AC WTS W FK O&G 2/3 OF OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000220 2021 10283 JARVIS JOHN K  50 AC WTS W FK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000221 2021 10045 HALL O L  80 AC WTS W FK O&G 2/3 OF 1/8 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000222 2021 10284 JARVIS JOHN K  80 AC WTS W FK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000223 2021 10046 HALL O L  3 AC UNDERWOOD LAND O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000224 2021 10285 JARVIS JOHN K  3 AC UNDERWOOD LAND OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000225 2021 10047 HALL O L  26.5 AC UNDERWOOD LAND O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000226 2021 10286 JARVIS JOHN K  26.5 AC UNDERWOOD LAND OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000227 2021 10048 HALL O L  30 AC UNDERWOOD LAND O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000228 2021 10287 JARVIS JOHN K  30 AC UNDERWOOD LAND O&G OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000229 2021 10049 HALL O L  25 AC UNDERWOOD LAND O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000230 2021 10288 JARVIS JOHN K  25 AC UNDERWOOD LAND OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000231 2021 10050 HALL O L  3682 AC N S ELK O&G 2/3 OF OTTER $497.33
2022-C-000232 2021 10289 JARVIS JOHN K  3682 AC N S ELK OTTER $233.10
2022-C-000233 2021 10051 HALL O L  50 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G 2/3 OF OTTER $258.61
2022-C-000234 2021 10290 JARVIS JOHN K  50 AC WTS WEST FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000235 2021 10052 HALL O L  70 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G 2/3 OF OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000236 2021 10291 JARVIS JOHN K  70 AC WTS WEST FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000237 2021 10053 HALL O L  12 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G 2/3 OF OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000238 2021 10292 JARVIS JOHN K  12 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000239 2021 10054 HALL O L  106 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000240 2021 10293 JARVIS JOHN K  106 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000241 2021 10055 HALL O L  22 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000242 2021 10294 JARVIS JOHN K  22 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000243 2021 10056 HALL O L  5.5 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G 2/3 OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000244 2021 10295 JARVIS JOHN K  5.5 AC WTS WEST FORK O&G OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000245 2021 10063 HAMRICK EMERSON JR  71.5 AC RUSH FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000246 2021 10064 HAMRICK EMERSON JR  12.5 AC RUSH FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000247 2021 10065 HAMRICK EMERSON JR  101.75 AC WTS OTTER OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000248 2021 10066 HAMRICK EMERSON JR  144 AC WTS OTTER OTTER $181.20
2022-C-000249 2021 10067 HAMRICK EMERSON JR  78 AC N S ELK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000250 2021 9954 GUZMAN RONA KAY  75 AC WTS O’BRION OTTER $196.92
2022-C-000251 2021 9738 ERSKINE JOSIE L  200 AC LAUREL FORK OTTER OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000252 2021 11467 REED THOMAS B III  200 AC WTS OTTER MIN OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000253 2021 11409 REED KATHI A  200 AC WTS OTTER MIN OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000254 2021 9739 ERSKINE JOSIE L  54 AC WTS BIG SANDY OTTER $182.14
2022-C-000255 2021 11168 MURPHY VIOLET  54 AC WTS STINSON OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000256 2021 11169 MURPHY VIOLET  3 AC WTS STINSON OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000257 2021 11405 REED JOE W  75 AC SNAKE CREEK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000258 2021 11406 REED JOE W  183AC & 57 PLS WTS O’BRION OTTER $186.82
2022-C-000259 2021 11407 REED JOE W  183 AC WTS O’BRION OTTER $186.82
2022-C-000260 2021 11408 REED JOE W  65 AC WTS OTTER OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000261 2021 11468 REED THOMAS B III  70 AC RUSH FORK MIN OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000262 2021 11410 REED KATHI A  70 AC RUSH FORK MIN OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000263 2021 11469 REED THOMAS B III  30 AC WTS OTTER MIN OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000264 2021 11411 REED KATHI A  30 AC WTS OTTER MIN OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000265 2021 11248 OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY INC 30 AC WTS OTTER COAL OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000266 2021 11249 OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY INC 44 AC WTS WEST FORK OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000267 2021 11250 OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY INC 8 AC WTS WEST FORK COAL OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000268 2021 11470 REED THOMAS B III  48.5 AC N S ELK JMF DOWNEY OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000269 2021 11412 REED KATHI A  48.5 AC N S ELK JMF DOWNEY OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000270 2021 11471 REED THOMAS B III  43 AC N S ELK JMF DOWNEY OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000271 2021 11413 REED KATHI A  43 AC N S ELK JMF DOWNEY OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000272 2021 11472 REED THOMAS B III  13.5 AC N S ELK JMF DOWNEY OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000273 2021 11414 REED KATHI A  13.5 AC N S ELK JMF DOWNEY OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000274 2021 11473 REED THOMAS B III  12.5 AC N S ELK JMF DOWNEY OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000275 2021 11415 REED KATHI A  12.5 AC N S ELK JMF DOWNEY OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000276 2021 10016 HALL ELIZA  336 AC WTS OTTER OTTER $191.12
2022-C-000277 2021 10133 HILL TODD BROOKS ETAL  370 AC WTS OTTER OTTER $177.82
2022-C-000278 2021 10017 HALL ELIZA  343.90 AC WTS OTTER OTTER $234.57
2022-C-000279 2021 13736 FITZWATER KARL K ETUX  21.13 AC BIG SYC PLEASANT $482.43
2022-C-000280 2021 14695 MOORE JOLENA  1 AC MID CRK PLEASANT $282.99
2022-C-000281 2021 15804 TANNER KATHLEEN EST  102.55 AC BIG SYCAMORE PLEASANT $654.94
2022-C-000282 2021 15805 TANNER KATHLEEN EST  3 AC WTS BIG SYCAMORE PLEASANT $761.75
2022-C-000283 2021 15433 ROAT LISA DAWN  1 AC BIG SYC PLEASANT $252.87
2022-C-000284 2021 15434 ROAT LISA DAWN  7/16 AC BIG SYC PLEASANT $640.66
2022-C-000285 2021 15279 RAMSEY DAVID W II ETUX  .39 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $438.37
2022-C-000286 2021 15075 NOTTINGHAM SAMUEL HRS  LOT 18 WTS SYC PLEASANT $220.91
2022-C-000287 2021 15076 NOTTINGHAM SAMUEL HRS  3.50 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $343.11
2022-C-000288 2021 15077 NOTTINGHAM SAMUEL HRS  125 AC BIG SYC PLEASANT $1,422.80
2022-C-000289 2021 14540 MAYO JENNIFER ETAL  LOT 11 ELKHURST PLEASANT $210.46
2022-C-000290 2021 14842 MORTON RAMONA  PT LOT 9 ELKHURST PLEASANT $181.84
2022-C-000291 2021 14510 MALLOW TERESA L ETVIR  LOTS 17-18 MAYFAIR ADDN PLEASANT $380.49
2022-C-000292 2021 14511 MALLOW TERESA L ETVIR  .29 AC ELKHURST PLEASANT $195.06
2022-C-000293 2021 13567 DUFFIELD DANIEL ETAL  9 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $384.19
2022-C-000294 2021 13568 DUFFIELD DANIEL ETAL  1.36 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $174.60
2022-C-000295 2021 13570 DUFFIELD DANIEL P ETAL  0.48 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $172.45
2022-C-000296 2021 13571 DUFFIELD DANIEL P ETAL  .84 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $172.45
2022-C-000297 2021 13569 DUFFIELD DANIEL P  10 AC WTS SYC PLEASANT $268.30
2022-C-000298 2021 13586 EASY STREET  8 AC WTS SYC PLEASANT $172.45
2022-C-000299 2021 15411 RICHARDSON CATHY  LOT WTS SYCAMORE PLEASANT $172.45
(2)       Continued on next page
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2022-C-000300 2021 16153 WYANT ORVILLE ROCKY  10 AC GRASSY FORK PLEASANT $261.84
2022-C-000304 2021 12947 BIRD DOW W  .50 AC SYC PLEASANT $186.16
2022-C-000305 2021 15260 PRITT TERRI ELLEN  16.9 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $257.52
2022-C-000306 2021 14651 MILLER JERRY L II ETAL  LOTS 1-2 BC MOORE SUB DIV PLEASANT $328.30
2022-C-000307 2021 12816 ATHA JARED ETUX  1.61 AC SYC PLEASANT $358.48
2022-C-000308 2021 14884 MULLINS DENVER  LOT 2 SANGAMON PLEASANT $192.91
2022-C-000309 2021 15372 REED THOMAS B III  2.06 AC BIG SYC SUR PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000310 2021 15357 REED KATHI A  2.06 AC BIG SYC SUR PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000311 2021 14507 MAGNOLIA LLC  100 X 116 BENTREE PLEASANT $186.44
2022-C-000312 2021 13704 FIELDS CONNIE  70 AC BELL CREEK PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000313 2021 13881 HALL O L HRS  17.96 AC WTS SYC MIN 2/3 OF PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000314 2021 14194 JARVIS JOHN K  17.96 AC WTS SYC PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000315 2021 13882 HALL O L HRS  30.77 AC BIG SYC O&G 2/3 OF PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000316 2021 14195 JARVIS JOHN K  30.77 AC BIG SYC O&G PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000317 2021 13883 HALL O L HRS  39.32 AC BIG SYC O&G 2/3 OF PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000318 2021 14196 JARVIS JOHN K  39.32 AC BIG SYC PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000319 2021 14531 MAXEY HERMAN ETUX  106 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000320 2021 15350 REED JOE W  50.96 AC WTS BIG SYC & MID CRK PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000321 2021 15351 REED JOE W  82.47 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000322 2021 15352 REED JOE W  62 AC WTS BIG SYC PLEASANT $200.71
2022-C-000323 2021 15353 REED JOE W  100.55 AC MID CRK PLEASANT $181.51
2022-C-000324 2021 15369 REED THOMAS B III  39 AC BIG SYC O&G PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000325 2021 15354 REED KATHI A  39 AC BIG SYC O&G PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000326 2021 15370 REED THOMAS B III  77.5 AC BIG SYC O&G PLEASANT $178.84
2022-C-000327 2021 15355 REED KATHI A  77.5 AC BIG SYC O&G PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000328 2021 15091 OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY INC 77 AC WTS SYC COAL (LESS PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000329 2021 15092 OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY INC 99 AC WTS SYC COAL (LESS PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000330 2021 15559 SIZEMORE ALICE J HRS  13 AC WTS BELL CRK PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000331 2021 15371 REED THOMAS B III  77.5 AC BIG SYC COAL PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000332 2021 15356 REED KATHI A  77.5 AC BIG SYC COAL PLEASANT $177.82
2022-C-000334 2021 18959 TACKETT ANTHONY N ETUX  .50 AC & ROW N S ELK UNION $300.15
2022-C-000335 2021 17198 DEEMS CECIL J  .60 ACS WTS BIG LAUREL UNION $390.08
2022-C-000336 2021 17407 EPLING TERRY E  .75 AC S S ELK UNION $414.48
2022-C-000338 2021 16802 BURDETTE ROBERT ETAL  3.104 AC N S ELK UNION $730.43
2022-C-000339 2021 19152 WEST JOAN D ETAL  6 AC TWISTABOUT UNION $515.10
2022-C-000340 2021 19153 WEST JOAN D ETAL  1 AC TWISTABOUT UNION $177.82
2022-C-000341 2021 19154 WEST JOAN D ETAL  7 AC TWISTABOUT UNION $924.77
2022-C-000343 2021 18931 STONE PAUL R  15 AC WTS QUEEN SHOALS UNION $326.45
2022-C-000344 2021 18855 SIMMONS THOMAS EUGENE  1.5 AC PORTER UNION $382.66
2022-C-000346 2021 17812 JARVIS CHARLES W ETUX  1.071 AC N S ELK UNION $439.90
2022-C-000347 2021 16556 ATKINSON JAMES HRS  100 AC N S ELK UNION $1,057.69
2022-C-000348 2021 19203 WOODY CARL G  6 AC S S ELK UNION $177.82
2022-C-000349 2021 18397 OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY INC 2 AC S S ELK COAL UNION $177.82

   
Any of the aforesaid tracts or lots may be redeemed by any person entitled to pay the taxes thereon at any time prior to the sale by payment to the Deputy Commissioner of the total amount of taxes, interest, and 

charges thereon up to date of redemption. Lands listed above as escheated or waste and unappropriated lands may not be redeemed. Payments must be received prior to the close of business the day prior to the land sale.
Given under my hands this 5th of April, 2023.

(3) 
    
    G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
   Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent 
   and Nonentered lands of CLAY County
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FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-1282

Del. Amy Summers, R-Taylor, during a meeting of the House 
Health and Human Resources Committee this year. Photo 
by Perry Bennett/WV Legislative Photography.

by Allen Siegler for Mountain State Spotlight
This story was originally published by Mountain 

State Spotlight. For more stories from Mountain 
State Spotlight, visit www.mountainstatespotlight.
org.

The out-of-state facilities with histories of child 
abuse. The unwillingness to match kids with the 
medical treatment they need. The placement of chil-
dren in situations with high risk of sexual assault.

These are some of the many allegations brought 
by West Virginia foster children against the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Resources, a massive 
state agency that runs the child welfare system. 
Lawyers representing the kids have been suing 
the agency for nearly four years, alleging DHHR 
repeatedly breaks state law and, in the process, 
endangers children.

“I think it’s safe to say that West Virginia has one 
of the worst systems in the country for foster chil-
dren,” said Marcia Lowry, a lawyer on behalf of the 
kids and one who has litigated similar cases seeking 
systemic reforms in 10 other states. 

In recent months, U.S. District Judge Thomas E. 
Johnston, who was presiding over the case, pushed to 
use pending legislation – largely the split of DHHR – 
to settle the case. After these efforts and closed-door 
meetings with lawmakers came to light, Johnston 
recused himself over concerns that his impartiality 
could be questioned. Ultimately, the settlement talks 
failed and the case remains ongoing.

Settlement talks are usually conducted behind 
closed doors and a lot of the documents are supposed 
to be kept confi dential. However, because the Leg-
islature was involved, Mountain State Spotlight ob-
tained emails and letters between stakeholders in the 
case through a public records request.

One of those documents offers a rare opportunity 
to see inside settlement discussions and why the leg-
islation that passed during this session falls far short 
of what lawyers representing the children are seeking 
to help fi x West Virginia’s foster care crisis. It could 
involve, they write, a settlement where the court en-
forces current laws, more data reporting from the 
agency, new legislation and additional funding. 

Not all of these fi xes fall to state lawmakers, but 
several do. And while legislators have touted some 
bills they say will address the foster care crisis, most 
of the proposals outlined as important by Lowry have 
not been implemented. She and local experts worry 
kids will continue to be put in high-risk situations.

Potential changes to current law
In a January letter to Johnston, the judge presid-

ing over the lawsuit at the time, Lowry listed action 
she believes is necessary to keep kids in the child 
welfare system safe. The most important action, she 
has said in interviews, is court-mandated oversight 
to make sure the state health department follows ex-
isting laws. 

“The judicial branch is there to make sure that the 
laws are followed,” Lowry said.

Despite that, her letter outlined steps West Vir-
ginia’s Legislature could take in the 2023 session to 
improve the foster care system.

Some of Lowry’s suggestions became law. State 
senators and delegates completed a bill to in-
crease pay for and change the distribution of child 
protective services employees.

Lawmakers also passed a bill to clarify the role of 
the foster care ombudsman, an offi ce tasked with in-
vestigating complaints in the system. And they touted 
their efforts to pass a major bill that split up DHHR 
into three separate agencies, which legislative lead-
ers said was intended to fi x long standing issues in 
the department, including the child welfare system.

“The fact that the Legislature now thinks it’s better 
to divide it is fi ne, is good,” Lowry said. “The Leg-
islature, though, has not passed laws that say things 
have to be improved for children.”

Some of those laws, as outlined in Lowry’s let-
ter, were provisions that foster kids receive medical 
screenings within three days of entering the child 
welfare system, that no one under the age of 10 be 
placed in a group living facility except in special cir-
cumstances and no one over that age be placed in a 
facility for more than a year.

A law clerk for Johnston sent Lowry’s letter to 
an attorney for House Speaker Roger Hanshaw, R-
Clay, and House Health and Human Resources Chair 
Amy Summers, R-Taylor. Both declined to be inter-
viewed for this story.

In a February radio interview, Summers, the lead 
sponsor of the split bill, said separating DHHR into 
three agencies will allow each to focus on issues – 
such as the foster care crisis – that had previously 
been neglected. She said the agency split is the “fi rst 
step of many” changes needed to improve the state’s 
foster care system.

“We, the Legislature, 
are going to be required 
from this day forward to 
give this our utmost at-
tention,” Summers said. 
“Some of these pro-
grams have failed too 
many people and we’ve 
got to do better.” 

Court oversight is 
the biggest ask

Now that the settle-
ment talks have stalled, 
Lowry and the lawyers 
continue to litigate the 
case. They’re press-
ing for court-ordered 
oversight that forces 
the health department 
to comply with its own 
rules and terms outlined 
in a potential settlement 
or ruling.

A February draft of 

a settlement, one that DHHR’s lawyers ultimately 
walked away from, would have required the health 
department give the ombudsman and lawyers rep-
resenting the former foster children “all reasonable 
requests for additional data and information.” DHHR 
lawyers did not respond to requests for comments.

Marissa Sanders, a West Virginia foster care advo-
cate and a foster adoptive parent, said that with cur-
rently available data she fears the severity of many 
problems remains unknown, like whether the state 
has enough foster parents for the number of children.

“We don’t even know how to make things better 
for kids until we know what’s happening,” Sanders 
said.

Senate Bill 273, the child protective services 
worker pay law, also requires DHHR to post federal 
child welfare system indicators on its existing data 
dashboard. But it doesn’t require the state to report 
the number of available foster parents, nor the num-
ber of foster parents willing to take in children with 
special circumstances like behavioral disabilities or 
medical needs.

The key piece of oversight requested in Lowry’s 
letter is an independent overseer, one she described 
as a “neutral fact-fi nding entity.” That unit, through 
court-order, would be able to conduct random testing 
to make sure the health department was following 
the settlement terms every six months.

During the 2023 legislative session, lawmakers 
expanded the investigative powers and protected 
the autonomy of the foster care ombudsman. While 
January court transcripts indicate Johnston believed 
the ombudsman would address oversight of DHHR, 
Lowry’s team said it falls short.

“It doesn’t feel like it has the teeth that we’re 
looking for to actually hold them accountable,” said 
Richard Walters, an attorney representing the chil-
dren with Lowry. “And 10 years from now we’ll be 
in the same boat.”

Correction: A previous version of this story incor-
rectly said a completed bill added new credentials 
for state social workers. The enrolled version does 
not add new credentials, and in fact weakens existing 
ones in some circumstances.

West Virginia’s foster care crisis: Lawyers representing 
children say new legislation falls short of fi xing the system

New documents offer a rare opportunity to see inside settlement discussions and show why legislation passed this year falls far short of 
what lawyers suing the state seek to help fi x West Virginia’s foster care crisis.
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By Allen Hamrick
The Panther track team took their act on the road 

this past week to Roane County for the Panther 
Invitational.  It was a six team matchup that was 
going to be a tough road.  Wheaties would have 
had to been ate that morning to have any chance 
to survive.  Like a 56 T-bird, the CCHS track team 
only gets better with age.  Roane County is home 
to several meets throughout the year.  It is a good 
place to work out the bugs in the pistons, and they 
have done just that to get ready for the last match-
ups of the season.  Both the girls’ and the boys’ 
teams placed 2nd overall in the meet.    

At the top of the food chain for the boys were 
Sawyer Dobbins and Evan Bass who both racked 
up the points for the Panther team. Sawyer placed 
3rd in the 800 meter, 1st in the 1600 and 2nd in the 
3200 meter.  Evan was 1st in the 110 meter hurdle, 
3rd in the 300 hurdles and 4th in the long jump.  
Ethan Morris was 2nd in the discus and Garrett Tay-
lor was 3rd in the shot put.  Elijah Holcomb took 
3rd in the long jump and 2nd in the high jump.  The 
4x400 relay team took 3rd and the 4x100 team took 
3rd.  Jacob McCune took 3rd in the 400 meter dash, 
and Brady Jones took 4th in the shot and the discus.  
In the spotlight on the girls’ team it was, Claudia 
Vera taking 1st in the 400 meter and Evie Young 
taking 2nd in the 800 meter run.  Olivia Witt took 
5th in the 1600 and 4th in the 3200.  Lilli Langhorn 
was 3rd in the 100 meter hurdles and 4th in the 300 
hurdles.  Destiny Mullins was 3rd in the 300 hur-
dles and Ashley Roberts was 5th in the event and 

second in the long jump. The 4x800 team took 2nd

and the 4x102.5 meter hurdle team took 1st.  Sarah 
Ligeralde was 3rd in the shot put and 2nd in the dis-
cus, and Xena Legg was 5th in the shot put. 

I will admit some of the events were tougher 
than sticking potato chips on a dart board, but they 

will put it all on the line this Tuesday at the Phil-
lip Barbour Invitational.  The season is nearing its 
end, and the Panthers stand a good chance of send-
ing some runners and throwers to the state meet in 
the near future.  Go Panthers!

By Allen Hamrick
To say the Lady Mus-

tangs are taking the softball 
diamond by storm this sea-
son is an understatement.  
The Lady Mustangs, now 
11-4, have only been re-
ally tested by two teams 
- Ravenswood and South 
Harrison.  The Lady Mus-
tangs were on the road and 
at home this week against 
Spencer, South Harrison, 
and the anticipated re-
match with Summersville.  
First up was the grudge 
match with Spencer.  The 
game was over before it 
started, or so it seemed.  
Rylee Murphy was once 
again tasked with the lead 
on Lady Mustang defense.   
Rylee allowed just two hits 
and smoked fi ve batters be-
fore the refs said that was 
enough.  Then the beast 
was let out of the cage and 
the Lady Mustangs racked 
up 13 runs before cool-
ing their heels on the bus 
home. 

When the fi eld day was 
over, the Lady Mustangs 
beat Spencer once again, 
13-4.  Then it was South 
Harrison’s shot at the title.  
South Harrison is no slack 
team but they brought out 
the voodoo dolls on the 
Lady Mustangs.  It was 

Brooklyn Morton that the 
Lady Mustangs set on 
the hill in defense of their 
honor.  Brooklyn pitched 
a game that, for all intent 
and purpose, would have 
beaten any team on the 
fi eld, but then again, there 
was voodoo about.  Brook-
lyn pitched nine heated in-
nings, striking out a whop-
ping 17 batters.  Folks, 
that’s over fi ve innings 
with no response offense 
by South Harrison.  How-
ever, the game went into 
double overtime and when 
the smoked cleared, the 
Lady Mustangs somehow 
were beat by the buzzer 
10-12.  It was a great game; 
both teams did a great job 
and gave the fans their 
money’s worth.  A rematch 
is set for Monday.  Jaedon 
Delwarte had the hot bat 
going 4-5 at the plate with, 
count ‘em - two homeruns, 
four RBI’s and fi ve stolen 
bases.  Brooklyn Mor-
ton, Payton Johnson and 
Rylee Murphy went 2-5 
at the plate.  Next up, the 
Lady Mustangs, with the 
bad taste of a loss in their 
mouths, took their show on 
the road to Nichols County 
for the rematch with the 
Lady Bears on their home 
turf.   Call the fi re depart-

ment! Bats were bursting 
into fl ame for the Lady 
Mustangs in the fi rst inning 
as they began to hold class 
on how to play softball.  
However, the Lady Bears 
decided to hold one of their 
own and started racking up 
the runs.  

The Lady Mustangs 
were having a tough time 
getting outs as a pep talk 
from the Lady Bears 
coach gave them a major 
boost.  Just like a cheap 
pair of shoes, though, their 
run for a win didn’t last 
long.  Bases became dance 
fl oors, and home plate was 
crossed like a busy set of 
railroad tracks.  The Lady 
Mustangs sent Rylee Mur-
phy to the hill to chill the 
bats of the Lady Bears.  She 
had a tough time fi nding 
her range in the beginning 
but soon mellowed into a 
throwing machine.  The 
Lady Bears managed to 
scatter enough hits to score 
six runs against the Lady 
Mustang defense but that 
was it.   The Lady Mustang 
offense went to work and 
got the job done, scoring a 
jaw dropping 25 runs in the 
game against some pretty 
good pitching.  

The scoring was led 
by several batters who 

just simply couldn’t be 
stopped.  Brooklyn Morton 
went 5-5, Jaedon Delwarte, 
Rylee Murphy and Ski-
ley Wilmoth went 4-5 at 
the plate, combining for a 
home run, a double and 11 
runs.  Lainey Nichols went 
3-5 with a double and a tri-
ple.  Lilly Nichols went 3-4 
with a double and knocked 
in three runs.  Addison Tay-
lor was 2-5 with a double, 
and Taylor Workman was 
also 2-5 with a RBI.  The 
Lady Mustangs will have 
a tough week with South 
Harrison away on Mon-
day, Midland Trail at home 
on Tuesday, a team that is 
undefeated, and ending the 
week at Valley on Wednes-
day.  Come out and catch a 
game; there are not many 
left.  Go Lady Mustangs.

Evan Bass was smokin’ the hurdles.Daymian Stricker competes in the high jump.

Claudia Vera runs the 400 meter.Sawyer Dobbins runs the 1600.

Panther Invitational was held this past week

Lady Mustangs rule the diamond

Rylee Murphy brings the smoke.

Lainey Nichols throws the runner out at home.  Jaedon Delwarte bats the 
home run shot.

Brooklyn Morton gets under the tag.


