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 SEE “RACE” CONT. ON PAGE 8

Gov. Jim Justice an-
nounced that the West 
Virginia Water De-
velopment Authority 
(WDA) recently ap-
proved 17 infrastruc-
ture-related projects 
funded by the Eco-
nomic Enhancement 
Grant Fund. 

To date, the WDA 
has approved 100 
projects with a total 
project cost of $1.1 
billion and a state 
match of $280 million 
spread across 43 coun-
ties.

“I am extremely 
proud that we’ve been 
able to get over $1 
billion dollars out the 
door for these incred-
ibly important proj-
ects,” Gov. Jim Justice 
said. “It’s a big time 
win for West Virginia. 
All West Virginians 
deserve clean drink-
ing water and efficient 
wastewater systems, 

and we’re taking a 
big swing at making 
that happen, along 
with some other really 
important economic 
development proj-
ects. My thanks go to 
the WDA for acting 
quickly, and to the 
Legislature for appro-
priating this funding.”

One of the 17 se-
lected projects for 
funding is in Clay, 
with $1,855,895 al-
lotted for the town to 
rehabilitate the sewer 
system. 

The West Virginia 
Water Development 
Authority (WDA) 
manages the Econom-
ic Enhancement Grant 
Fund, which provides 
matching grants to 
municipalities for up-
grading infrastructure 
such as water, sewer, 
economic develop-
ment, commerce, and 
tourism projects.

CAMC Trauma Services conducted a Stop 
The Bleed for Clay County Schools May 30. 

Stop the Bleed is a nationwide effort to train 
 non-medical bystanders or immediate respond-
ers on how to recognize uncontrolled bleeding 
and how to stop the bleeding process.

About 200 teachers, bus drivers and other 
school personnel were trained in how to recog-
nize and stop severe bleeding. 

Go to bleedingcontrol.org for information 
about the Stop the Bleed campaign.

Gov. Justice announces 
new projects approved by 
the Water Development 

Authority

CAMC conducts trauma class for Clay County Schools

By: Betty Holcomb 
90 years young! Virginia Cook of Clay County celebrated 

her birthday with a party fi t for a queen.  Family and friends 
traveled from near and far to join Virginia and her family for 
a day of celebrating.  “It was truly a wonderful day,” Virginia 
recalls.

People traveled from all over the map including from Warner 
Robins, GA; Winchester, VA; Jackson, TN; Rittman and Or-
ville, OH; and many local family and friends also joined in on 
Virginia’s “90 & Fabulous” birthday bash.  

Virginia would like to thank everyone who came, called, or 
sent gifts and cards to make her day a memorable one.  A spe-
cial thank you to her granddaughter, Jessi, who made it all pos-
sible for her grandmother.  Happy Birthday Virginia, and here’s 
to many more! 

90 and Fabulous: 
Virginia Cook Celebrates 

A Milestone Birthday

Congratulations to Big Otter Elementary students 
Neveah Fulks (5th grade) and Bradley Childers (4th 
grade) for keeping Perfect Attendance for the 2022-

2023 school year!  This is a huge accomplishment, and 
each of these students was rewarded with a brand new 
bicycle and helmet.

Year-long perfect attendance 
winners receive bikes

The Girl Scouts of 
Black Diamond Coun-
cil donated 10,692 
boxes of cookies to lo-
cal veteran organiza-
tions as part of the Girl 
Scouts’ Gift of Caring 
program.

The Girl Scouts of 
Black Diamond part-
ners with the West Vir-
ginia Gold Star Moth-
ers Association, a 
service organization of 
women who have lost 
sons and daughters in 
the military. After re-
ceiving the donation, 
they distribute cookies 
to VA hospitals, nurs-
ing homes, disabled 
and paralyzed veter-
ans, and more.

“Girl Scouts are 
passionate about giv-
ing back to their com-
munities, and the Gift 
of Caring program is 
one way they can do 
so,” said Beth Casey, 
Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Girl Scouts of 
Black Diamond Coun-
cil. “We are proud to 
partner with these or-
ganizations and work 
together to help make 
the world a better 
place.”

As part of the Girl 
Scout Cookie Pro-
gram, customers have 
an opportunity to pur-
chase treats for them-
selves, as well as con-
tribute a donation to 

the Gift of Caring pro-
gram, which uses the 
donations to purchase 
products to send to 
veterans and military 
members.

“This program is a 
great way to connect 
Girl Scouts and vet-
erans,” said Shirley 
White, President of 
the West Virginia Gold 
Star Mothers. “The 
Girl Scouts work hard 
to sell cookies, and 
they are able to see 
how that helps benefit 
our service personnel. 
And, of course, our 
veterans are happy for 
that relationship - as 
well as the cookies!”

Through the Gift 

of Caring program, 
Girl Scouts across 
the country have used 
Girl Scout products 
to show their appre-
ciation for those in 
uniform or to support 
those in need in their 
local communities. 
Girls choose an orga-
nization they want to 
benefit and give cus-
tomers the opportunity 
to purchase additional 
products as a dona-
tion. With this pro-
gram, even customers 
who don’t purchase 
cookies for themselves 
can give to others and 
support Girl Scouting 
at the same time.

Girl Scouts donate nearly 11,000 
boxes of cookies to local veteran orgs.

A six mile brutal race ends as a team.

Savage Race 2023
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Roger Lee Gray II
Booked 5/31/23

Possession of stolen 
property, grand larceny

Mark Allen Hall
Booked 6/1/23

Capias

Shaun Andrew Hayslette
Booked 6/1/23

Indictment

Brett Allen Naylor
Booked 6/2/23

Domestic battery

central regional jail 

BRAXTON COUNTY

Maxwell Page Campbell
Booked 6/1/23

Domestic battery

Melinda Louise Carter
Booked 6/4/23

Conspiracy to defraud the 
state, possession with intent 

to deliver a non-narcotic 
substance

Ryan Daniel Duckworth
Booked 6/3/23

Failure to pay child support

Jeremy Ray Gray 
Booked 6/4/23

Possession of meth, 
obstructing

Kasandra Dwan Utt
Booked 6/4/23

Conspiracy to deliver controlled 
substance, probation violation

Gloria Ann Yeager
Booked 6/4/23

Driving revoked for DUI 2nd exp. 
registration, driving suspended, no 

MVI, no insurance

Eric Andrew Barnett
Booked 5/31/23

Capias

Shane O’Neal Brantley
Booked 6/4/23

Possession with intent

NICHOLAS COUNTY

To place your 
ADs Call us at 
(304)-647-5724 

Puzzle Answers

Keri Ann Sarver
Booked 6/2/23

Family Court capias

Richard Lee Skinner
Booked 5/30/23

Domestic battery second 
offense, domestic assault 

second

Bringing help and hope to central Appalachia

Clay County High School
One Panther Drive, Clay, WV 25043

June 12, 13 & 15, 16
8:30 AM-1:00 PM

Enjoy Art, Baseball, Basketball,
Cheerleading & Football
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FREE LUNCH & SNACKS Provided Each Day!
Summer School Buses will transport to & from camp.
You Are Encouraged To Register Early!
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�������������

Sponsored By Vision Appalachia

i h h l

Free Summer Skill 
Building Camp

For 1st-6th Grades

X treme

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (833) 317-1335

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time 
co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

YOU QUALIFY for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
���������	
�
�����
Lifeline and Tribal.

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
MONROE COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

JUNE 29 • 1:00 PM • HELD AT PETERSTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

WOLTZ & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
800.551.3588 •WOLTZ.COM 

5% Buyer’s Premium • 2% Broker Participation Off ered

Almost Heaven,West Virginia Estate
442± AC. OFFERED IN 8 TRACTS 

3 Homes On Th e Property • Perfect Mountain Getaway • Pasture & Wooded Land • 
Multiple Barns & Outbuildings • Breathtaking Mountain & Countryside Views • 

Abundant Wildlife • Farm & Timber Trails Th roughout • Quality Fencing 
Site Address: 1696 Green Valley Rd., Peterstown, WV 24963

PREVIEWS: SAT. JUNE 10, 17 AND SUN. JUNE 25 FROM NOON TO 3:00 PM

W
V 
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00
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•  The Birch River PSD will hold its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, June 
13, at 9:00 a.m., at the PSD offi ce in Birch River.

•  The Clay County Middle School afterschool program is still seeking donated 
sewing machines. If you have a working portable sewing machine that you no lon-
ger need and would like to donate to a beginning sewist, please drop it off at the 
Clay County Library earmarked for the CCMS sewing class. The manual would 
be great to have with the machine. Please, include your contact information. In the 
case that the class is too small for the number of machines that may be donated, 
leave a note saying what you want done with it. Thank you in advance for your 
support!

•  The Clay County WIC offi ce located at 452 Main Street in Clay is open to serve 
the public every Monday and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

NOTICE: Use Seal N 
Heal on cats, dogs, & 
horses to seal cuts & 
scratches with a bitter 
taste to prevent gnaw-
ing, allow healing. clay 
Farm Bureau Coop 
587-4277 (www.fl ea-
beacon.com).

NOTICE
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I Feel Sorry for my 
Good-Looking Friends

By: Dr. James L. Snyder

THE BAPTIST CLASSROOM
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

Finishing with Grace

Another Close Call
By: Joseph J. Mazella 

By Slim Randles

Home Country

VISIT US ONLINE @
CLAYCOUNTYFREEPRESS.COM

When I was in college I didn’t own a car, so whenever 
I visited home for the weekend I had to catch a ride with 
a friend. On one of these weekends my friend, David 
and I were driving back to the school. He was taking a 
shortcut to the main highway along a gravel road main-
ly used by coal trucks. He was driving like a typical 
teenager, way too fast. Suddenly, as we rounded a curve 
we saw a coal truck coming straight at us. There was 
no time to react or get out the way but somehow David 
did, steering us right towards a ditch before yanking us 
back to the road. Then, hearts pounding, we drove on, 
laughing from the fear and excitement of it all.

Looking back now I am sure my friend had some 
heavenly help steering the car that day. It wasn’t my 
fi rst close call with death either. I had survived bust-
ing my head open in a bicycle accident, falling off a 
bridge, a motorcycle wreck with my brother, and more 
near misses than I could count growing up. I am sure 

my guardian angel took early retirement when I fi nal-
ly reached adulthood. I realize now too that God had 
kept me alive all those times for a reason. If I had died 
back then I would never have raised my smart, beauti-
ful, kind, and loving daughter. I wouldn’t be here to 
care for my special angels, my two special needs sons, 
who have taught me so much about love and life. And I 
wouldn’t have been able to share all these things I have 
learned over the years through my writings and my life.

One other thing these close calls have shown me is 
just how precious each day of our lives are here. Each 
day is a new opportunity to share love, to choose joy, 
to be kind, to Thank God, and to help others. Each day 
here gives us so many moments when we can make the 
angels sing with the love we give and the good we do. 
Each day here gives us one more chance to grow closer 
to and become more like Our Father in Heaven. May 
we cherish them all.

Watching the fly fishing going on down at Lewis Creek is a little like box seats at the Bolshoi 
ballet. You might not even know what those old guys are doing, but dang they seem to do it well.

   Long, sinuous casts out from the bank to the Lunker Hole. The Lunker, often dreamed, never 
caught, but our community would be the poorer without him.

   “Fly fishing,” said Marvin Pincus, “is just another name for life.”
   “Or love,” said our cowboy, Steve.
   “Or frustration,” said Dud, who was about to shinny up a tree to cut loose a tangle made by 

his back cast. He wouldn’t have bothered, but that fly hanging down from that tall branch was tied 
by Marvin Pincus. And was therefore an objet‘d arte, which we learned is a French term meaning 
darned cute.  But if left in that tree, it might cause death and suffering to a bird.

    “It could be a metaphor,” said Windy, making a little scud fly skitter across the surface.
   “Metaphor?” Steve said.
   Windy shrugged. “Heard that the other day. Means somethin’ like that there, I think.   Might 

be a metafive …”
  “Don’t think so, Windy.”
  “Thanks, Doc. Jest cogmitatin’, you know, ‘bout life and when to use a dry fly or when to drag 

one a-them streamies along and temptationize them fish.”
   “That’s pretty deep, Windy,” said Dud, nodding his head. 
   “Don’t think so,” Windy said, “Last time I fell in ‘twas ‘bout three foot or so. I jest fly fish 

cuz it’s more funner than drownin’ worms.”
    “You can say that again!”
    “Okay, Doc… I jest fly fish cuz it’s more funner …”
    Were you aware you can hear six men groan above the noisy chuckling of a creek?
---------
Fly fishing with a tenkara outfit is even more funner than you thought. www.tenkarausa.

com.

Only one time in the rock & roll era has 
one band held all of the top five positions 
on the Hot 100 charts. Who was it?

 
Answer to last week’s Trivia:  The 1966 

#1 hit that was the first by an American fe-
male in eight years, was produced and writ-
ten by Lee Hazelwood who later had some 
duets with her, and who was the first artist 
to sign with her father’s new label, Reprise 
Records was: Nancy Sinatra (There Boots 
Are Made for Walking, Feb. ‘66)

Thursday, June 15th
5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

Bringing help and hope to central Appalachia

Clay County High School

Picnic In The Parking Lot

Bring

Enjoy delicious 
food, live music, 

��������	
���
��	�����
�

Community-Wide Picnic

Clay County High School Parking Lot

Everyone is invited to attend!

Paul was fl abbergasted. He couldn't believe it. Of all the mind-boggling, foolish things for a church to 
do, the Galatian churches did it. It's practically inconceivable. "Ok, who was it? Who put a spell on you 
and bewitched you? Because that's the only way that I can think of that someone who heard the gospel and 
received God's grace in Christ could turn around and forsake it for hope in keeping the law. You must have 
been bewitched, to have Christ Jesus set before you in the glorious gospel, that the Word came and lived for 
you, and died for you on the cross, and rose for you, and by grace, through faith, you are saved, pardoned, 
forgiven, clean, and justifi ed, and then turn you back on it to fi nd salvation through the law." Paul asked them 
in Galatians 3:2-3, did the Galatians receive the Holy Spirit through works of the law or faith? Are you born 
again by grace, or are you born again by works? Did you earn the Holy Spirit? The Bible's answer is clear; 
we are born again by the Spirit. We are saved by faith, receiving Christ in hearing the gospel.

Paul then asks if they are fools. Ouch. They had started in the Spirit but expected to be made perfect by 
the fl esh. They were born again by the Spirit of God but will try to fi nish the course through human effort in 
keeping the law? We are saved by grace, and we are perfected by grace. We are justifi ed by grace, and we 
are sanctifi ed by grace. Christ for pardon. Christ for power. All the appeals to holy living are not for nothing. 
The call to godliness is true, authentic, and urgent, but not for salvation. The Christian is not without law, 
but the law we have is there for a different purpose. It's to guide us in our walk with Christ, to show us evil 
and good that we may walk well pleasing to the Lord.

Beware those who blur or confuse justifi cation and sanctifi cation. The law is not grace, nor is it gracious. 
It never has been, and it never will be. Run for your life when you hear someone say there is grace in the 
law or with the law. The law is good if used lawfully, which means there is a bad way to handle the law. The 
wrong way is to think you can earn God's love by keeping it. The good way is to understand how we are to 
walk in the Spirit following Christ and how to love. There is no condemnation for those in Christ. We died 
to the law, so it cannot judge us anymore. We are set free. We have liberty in Christ to love God and our 
neighbor without fear of damnation. It's foolish to say you are forgiven and justifi ed by the gracious work of 
Jesus Christ and then want to enter glory on your works. You started by grace and you will fi nish by grace.

The one place in our humble residence I would prefer 
to avoid, especially in the morning, is my bathroom. The 
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage has her bathroom, 
and I have mine.

I make visiting my bathroom in the morning as quick 
as possible. As I walk into my bathroom, on the right side 
is that awful and terrible thing called the mirror. When-
ever I look into it, some old man looks back at me and 
then smiles.

I have asked The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage if 
I could put a curtain in front of my mirror so that I would 
only see it when I had to.

She would laugh and say, "Oh, you silly boy, you need 
that mirror to help you look the best you can."

Her mirror is a lot different from my mirror. My mirror 
shows some grumpy old guy, whereas her mirror shows 
a charming young lady. I have offered to exchange mir-
rors, but she would not have anything to do with that.

I'm not very concerned about how ugly I look. After 
all, ugly isn't really that big of a deal.

In the pharmacy section of Publix the other day, one of 
the workers came and asked me if I wanted some skin-
care products that were on sale. "It'll sure make your face 
look a lot better."

I declined her offer and left the store.
As I was thinking about this, it reminded me of some 

of my good friends who are rather good-looking despite 
their age. They spend much time and money keeping 
themselves looking young and beautiful.

I would rather use my money to buy Apple Fritters 
than any skincare products.

Many of my friends spend a lot of money and time 
to keep themselves as young looking as possible. They 
exercise, go on a strict diet, and some even have surgery 
to make them look better than they are.

I have one friend, a very wonderful lady, whom I've 
known most of my life. One thing about this young lady 
is that she wants people to think she's young and works 
tirelessly to keep looking young.

Her biggest concern is wrinkles, and she seems aller-
gic to them.

I love my wrinkles because they are a product of get-
ting older. And I plan to get as old as I can.

But this young lady, I will not mention her name for 
obvious reasons, seems quite allergic to wrinkles. She 
has had several facelifts to make sure all of the wrinkles 
disappear. Whenever she sees a wrinkle, she has to stop 
whatever she's doing and take care of it, no matter the 
cost.

I don't see her often anymore, but whenever I do, I usu-
ally say something like, "Is that a new wrinkle on your 
face? I think it's a wonderful wrinkle."

She will laugh and then disappear into the bathroom in 
a few moments to check out that wrinkle. Sometime that 
week, she will be at her doctor getting rid of that wrinkle.

If I had all the money she has spent caring for her wrin-
kles, I would be wealthy and could afford all the Apple 
Fritters I want.

That is why I'm very concerned about some of my 
good-looking friends. I don't know, and I have yet to 
ask any of them how much it costs to look as young and 
good-looking as they appear. It does not come without 
cost, I assure you.

I have not spent a single nickel dealing with my wrin-
kles, and have the wrinkles to prove it.

If I had the time and money my friends used to elimi-
nate the wrinkles, I could retire in luxury.

Many try to show how young they look whenever we 
have a family get-together. They walk around smiling, 
hoping somebody will notice how young they look.

For some of them, when we plan to get together, it 
takes several weeks to prepare for that get-together. I can 
get together overnight and have no problems with that.

I try to contain myself, but it is tough when you have 
all my wrinkles. Whenever I meet one of those people, 
and I know who they are, I always compliment them on 
their good looks. They always smile back and thank me.

Then, out of nowhere, I sometimes say, "You don't 
have as many wrinkles today as you did the last time I 
saw you." I laugh, but they usually don't join in.

I don't know any of them that like me saying that sort 
of thing, but that's the cost of trying to look young when 
you're old.

It must be a very hard job to stay young anymore. On 
the other side of the mirror, I have an easy life of looking 
as old as possible. Every wrinkle on my face is an oppor-
tunity to celebrate that I'm still getting older.

In the Old Testament, Job had an issue with wrinkles. 
"And thou hast fi lled me with wrinkles, which is a wit-
ness against me: and my leanness rising up in me beareth 
witness to my face" (Job 16:8).

I can relate to Job, but then I remembered what the 
Apostle Paul said in Ephesians 5:27, "That he (Christ) 
might present it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish."

My life, even my wrinkles, is in the capable hands of 
God.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.com.
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West Virginia History
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 The following 
events happened on 
these dates in West Vir-
ginia history. To read 
more, go toe-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclo-
pedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

June 7, 1899: Con-
gresswoman Elizabeth 
Kee was born in Rad-
ford, Virginia. She be-
came West Virginia’s 
first female member of 
Congress in 1951.
June 7, 1926: An ex-
plosion at a sand min-
ing operation in Mor-
gan County killed six 
men. Their deaths were 
the inspiration for the 
ballad “The Miner’s 
Doom.”
June 8, 1893: Entrepre-
neur Donald F. Duncan 
was born in Ohio but 
grew up in Huntington. 
Duncan founded the 

Duncan Yo-Yo Com-
pany and the Duncan 
Parking Meter Corpo-
ration.  
June 9, 1927: Karl 
Dewey Myers was 
named the state’s first 
poet laureate by Gov-
ernor Howard Mason 
Gore. Myers held the 
post for 10 years.
June 9, 1957: T. D. 
Jakes was born in South 
Charleston. As a boy, he 
preached to imaginary 
congregations and car-
ried a Bible to school, 
which earned him the 
nickname “Bible Boy.” 
He is the senior pastor 
at the Potter’s House, 
a nondenominational 
church in Dallas, Texas.
June 10, 1775: The 
Berkeley County Rifle-
men were organized by 
Capt. Hugh Stephenson 
of Shepherdstown, in 
response to a call for 
Revolutionary War sol-
diers by Gen. George 
Washington. 
June 10, 1921: Labor 
leader Daniel Vincent 
Maroney was born on 
Cabin Creek, Kanawha 
County. Maroney 
served as the interna-
tional president of the 
Amalgamated Transit 
Union from 1973 to 

1981.
June 11, 1866: Archi-
tect Elmer Forrest Ja-
cobs was born in Pres-
ton County. His work 
can be seen particularly 
in downtown Morgan-
town, in residential 
South Park, and on the 
West Virginia Univer-
sity campus. Most of 
his Morgantown build-
ings are now listed in 
the National Register 
of Historic Places.

June 12, 2006: Robert 
C. Byrd became the 
longest-serving United 
States senator in his-
tory. He served in the 
Senate from 1959 un-
til his death in 2010. 
His record was broken 
in 2013 by Congress-
man John Dingell, a 
Michigan Democrat, 
although Byrd retains 
the Senate record.
June 13, 1861: The 

Second Wheeling Con-
vention began in the 
federal courtroom of 
the Wheeling Custom 
House. This convention 
declared the Confeder-
ate state government 
in Richmond illegal; 
created a Reorganized 
Government of Virgin-
ia loyal to the United 
States; elected Francis 
Pierpont governor of 
Virginia; and called for 
the western counties to 
be formed into a new 
state.

June 13, 1928: Math-
ematician John Forbes 
Nash Jr. was born in 
Bluefield. In 1994, 
Nash was honored with 
the Nobel Prize i n Eco-
nomics. He was the 
subject of a best-selling 
biography, A Beautiful 
Mind, which was later 
made into a movie.

Patsy Ann Pinson was born on 
July 30, 1928. She went to be 
with her Lord and Savior on 
May 15, 2023. 
She is preceded in death by her 
parents, Earl and Georgia Lee 
of Bentree and her son An-
drew Lee Nichols of Naples, 
Florida. She is survived by her 
daughters Jackie (Troy) Taylor 
of Bentree and Lora Richichi 
of North Port, Florida; grand-
children Crystal (Scott) Gib-
son of Clay, Lance Taylor of 
Bentree, Kyla (Aaron) Nichols 
of St. Albans, Heather (Jona-
than) Blocker of Tallahassee, 
FL, Charssi (Evan) DeVore of 
Tampa, FL, Andrew Nichols 
Jr. of North Port, FL, Marc 
Nichols of Naples, FL, Ash-
ley (Amado) Rosas of Hobart, 
Indiana, Angela Nichols of 
Tampa, FL, and Kim (Billy) 
Sacchetti of Boston Massa-
chusetts; great-grandchildren 
Trenton Gibson, Morgandy 
Nichols, Noah Devore, Fox 
Blocker, Christina Giardina, 
Joseph Giardina, Marc Giar-
dina, Cierra Daubitz, Nicole 
Sacchetti, John Sacchetti; and 
two great, great-grandchildren.
Patsy was a 1947 graduate of 
Clay County High School. She 
retired from General Motors in 
Rochester, New York. Patsy 
was a devoted Christian and 
member of the Bentree Com-
munity Church. She loved her 
family and her church fam-
ily very much. Her life was a 
blessing, and her memory is 

our treasure.
A memorial service celebrat-
ing the life of Patsy Ann Pin-
son will be at 4:00 pm. on 
Saturday, June 3, 2023, at the 
Bentree Community Church. 
Pastor Mike Holcomb will be 
offi ciating.

Patsy Ann Pinson

David L. Brannon, 87, 
of Clay passed away on 
Thursday, June 1, 2023, at 
Hubbard Hospice House in 
Charleston, WV.

He was born on March 2, 
1936, in Ivydale, WV to the 
late William A. and Lilly 
Brannon.

In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death 
by sisters, Mary, Maude, 
and Gusta; and one brother, 
Mark.

David was a retired U.S. 
Army Veteran. While in the 
Army, he worked on a ship 
and specialized in collect-
ing data for the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.  His work 
consisted of but was not 
limited to obtaining sam-
ples of ocean water at vari-
ous depths. He was the last 
surviving sibling in his 
family.

His memory will be 
cherished by several nieces 
and nephews.

A graveside service was 
held at 11:00 A.M. Mon-
day, June 5, 2023, at Boggs 
Cemetery, Ivydale with 
Reverend Linn Schiefer of-
fi ciating.

Arrangements by Roach 
Funeral Home, Gassaway, 
WV. 

Condolences may be 
extended to the family at 
www.roachfuneralhome.
com.

David L. Brannon
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors 
are here to help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your family. 
Call for your FREE, no-obligation con-
sultation: 1-855-935-2903

DON‘T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 

1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET FOR 
THOSE THAT QUALIFY. Government 
program for recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-833-317-1335

DIRECTV STREAM - Carries the Most 
Local MLB Games! CHOICE Package, 
$89.99/mo for 12 months. Stream on 
20 devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK: Only from Dish- 3 
year TV Price Guarantee! 99% Signal 
Reliability, backed by guaran-tee. In-
cludes Multi-Sport with NFL Redzone. 
Switch and Get a FREE $100 Gift Card. 
Call today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 

No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options  Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

TO:  Magistrate Court Case No.:___
 STEVEN DUNLAP, Respondent Family Court Civil Action No.:
 CANNELTON, WV 25036   23-DV-18
 DOB: 1/2/1967 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
PROTECTIVE ORDER

1. The object of this suit is to obtain protection from the Respondent.
2. The object of this Publication by Class I legal advertisement is 
 to notify Respondent of the PROTECTIVE ORDER prohibiting
 the above-named Respondent from having contact with certain 
 individuals. This Order may affect property and other rights of 
 the Respondent. Violating this Order may subject the Respondent 
 to criminal sanctions. The Respondent  is strongly encouraged to 
 obtain a copy of this Protective Order from the Circuit clerk of the 
 county listed above.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:

It appearing by evidence duly taken in this action that you could 
not be found in or that you have left the State of West Virginia, you 
�����������	
�����
������������������	������
�������
���
��������
�������
����	����������������
�	�������������������
���!�"����#��-
TECTIVE ORDER will remain in effect until NOVEMBER 21, 2023.

The Respondent may appeal this Protective Order pursuant to W.Va. 
Code § 48-27-510, within 10 days of the date the Order was entered.

Issued this 25th day of May, 2023 at 12:27 PM 

LEGAL
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NEED TO 
PUBLISH A 

PUBLIC 

NOTICE?

EMAIL THEM 
TO: 

LEGALADS@
MOUNTAIN

MEDIANEWS.
COM

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS
Appalachian Power plans to maintain a portion of its power line rights of way in West Virginia 

through the aerial application of registered herbicides. Weather permitting, the program will begin on 
or about June 1, 2023.

Questions about the program or information about sensitive areas near the power lines listed below, 
such as springs, wells, streams, lakes, ponds, orchards, crop areas, gardens, pastures, meadows, year-
round dwellings, public recreation areas, and Christmas tree farms, may be directed to the company 
by calling toll-free 1-800-642-3622. Maps showing the location of rights-of-way to be maintained are 
available for review upon request.

Right-of-way maintenance agreements between Appalachian Power and landowners are available to 
landowners who prefer to accept responsibility for clearing the right of way crossing their property in 
stead of the company’s aerial application of herbicides. The agreement compensates the landowner by 
an amount equivalent to the cost of aerial herbicide application, provided the work meets Appalachian 
�������	�
�����������	����������	��������	��	�����	������������	�����������	����������	����	�
-
palachian Power should call the toll-free number above.

Herbicides to be used have been extensively tested and are registered by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the West Virginia Department of Agriculture. They are glyphosate, imazapyr, 
metsulfuron methyl, fosamine, triclopyr, aminocy-clopyrachlor and aminopyralid. All applications are 

��������	��	�������	�

���������
Rights of way involved in the program are:
CLAY COUNTY

Belva-Clendenin 46 kV - A transmission line on wood poles beginning at the Belva Station near 
Vaughan Road in Vaughn, running north and northwest, passing the midpoints of Vaughan, Greendale, 
Fola, Bickmore, Hartland, Elkhurst, Porter, Queen Shoals and Turner and ending at the Clendenin Sta-
tion near Maywood Avenue West in Clendenin.

Thank you for reading The Clay County Free Press

Visit us Online at www.claycountyfreepress.com

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 
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State of West Virginia
Department of Environmental Protection
Division of Water and Waste Management

PUBLIC NOTICE
WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, PUBLIC INFORMA-
TION OFFICE, 601 57TH STREET SE, CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25304-2345 
TELEPHONE: (304) 926-0440
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NOTICE TO LIENHOLDERS
Any person claiming a lien 
against taxable real estate must 
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LEGAL NOTICE

June 1, 2023
The West Virginia Health Care Authority announced that it has 

received a Letter of Intent from Panhandle Support Services, Inc, 
CON File #23-1/2/3/4-12690-PC, to provide personal care services 
through West Virginia Medicaid in Boone, Kanawha, Clay, Nicholas, 
Logan, Wyoming, and McDowell counties, West Virginia. The capi-
tal expenditure is $1,500.

Further information regarding the Letter of Intent, including the 
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Thrill seekers seek us out.
This summer, embark on a zip-lining excursion and 
take in the beauty of Almost Heaven from the tree-tops. 
Adventure awaits you at Pipestem Resort State Park.

WVtourism.com/ExploreSummersCounty
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A 
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD 
Sunday Night Services 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Everyone is welcome! 
Pastor: Paul E. Young 

B 
BELL CREEK 
COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
NO Scheduled Services 
At This Time 

BELL CREEK 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Dixie 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
with Services After 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Lee Holiday 
(304) 632-1135 

BETHEL BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah. 
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 

BETHEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, Porter Creek 
Road, Bomont, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Thursday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Junior Davis 

BICKMORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH located at Bick- 
more on Fola Road 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening services 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane 

BIG OTTER BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF IVYDALE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday prayer service 
and Bible Study 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Danny Richardson 

BIG UNION BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:15 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 1st, 
3rd and 4th 
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
2nd Sunday Communion 
Service 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Pete Shaffer 

BLUE KNOB CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Everyone is Welcome! 

BUFFALO VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday 
School 10:00 AM Worship 
Service 11:00 AM Sunday 
Evening Service 
6:00 PM 
Radio Broadcast, Sunday 
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV 
Summersville 
Everyone Welcome Pastor: 
John Pruitt 

BURKE MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH in 
Procious. Across Camp Creek 
Bridge on the left. Preaching 
Every Sunday 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study every Wednesday 
7:00 PM Pastor: Jerry 
Chandler 

C 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
LIZEMORE 
Prayer Service and Bible 
Study, Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Regular Service Sunday 
Nights at 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore 

CHURCH OF GOD 
BENTREE 
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Come and worship the Lord 
with us. 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr. 
CLAY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 

 
CLAY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship 11:00 AM. 
Everyone is Welcome! 
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins 
CLENDENIN UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Preaching 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:30 PM 
Pastor: Fred Walker 

CLIO COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Worship 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: George Stickland 

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall- 
ing Rock, Clay County 
Sunday Morning Worship 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 11:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM 
Teachings from the King 
James Bible 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Darris Barker 

CORNERSTONE 
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service/ 
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Roy Huffman 

E 
ELK RIVER BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Saturday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Brace Cook 

 
 

F 
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST 
TEMPLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Bret Wiley 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans 
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy 
Anderson 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bomont, WV 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
and 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Nick Bird 
Phone 304-548-6665 

FLAT FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Wednesday Prayer & Bible 
Study 6:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM 
Pastor: Chris Johnson 

FOLA MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Adults Bible Study 
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Daniel Tanner 

G 
GAULEY BRIDGE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 
11:00 AM 
Junior BYF/Senior BYF 
6:00 PM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/ 
Youth 7:00 PM 
GOSPEL LIGHT 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Located on Rt. 119 at the 
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday 
night services begin at 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. David Smith 
GROVES CREEK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Friday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Dean Rogers 

H 
HALLBURG BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00 
PM 
Pastor: Michael Jackson 

HARTLAND COMMUNITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb 

HORNERS FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening Youth 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Joe Dawson 

HOUSE OF PRAYER 
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel, 
WV (off Rt. 36) 
Pentecostal/Full Gospel 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM 
Pastor: (304) 587-2996 
(home), (304) 587-2703 
(church) 
Pastor: James R. Paxton 

 
I 
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bentree 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM. 
All ages welcome. Also 
have crafts, etc., all children 
welcome. 
Pastor: Larry Skaggs 

INDORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30 
Preaching Lunch 
12:30-1:30 PM 
Wednesday Service 
6:30-7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Stepp 

IVYDALE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 
Everyone Welcome! 
304-395-9990 
Pastor: Freddie Elliott 

 
 
J 
JODIE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Come Worship with Us! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Evening Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JOHNSON CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Vineyard Ridge 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN 
CHURCH 
103 Main Street, Clay 
Sunday 11:00 AM & 6 PM 
Tuesday 7:00 PM 
For more info call 304-632- 
1378 
Pastor: Ann Huddleston 

 
 
L 
LAUREL FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM 

 
LEATHERWOOD 
FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM 

LIBERTY ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Night: Bible 
Study/Prayer Meeting and 
Youth Group 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Barnhouse 

 
LICKFORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 every 
Sunday Morning 
Sunday Night Services 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Come worship with us! 
Pastor: Herb Vance 

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Mark Dudley 
Phone 304-286-5909 

LITTLE LAUREL 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: David McLaughlin 

LIVING GOD WORSHIP 
CENTER 
We invite you to come and 
worship with us. 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Cecil Lee 

LIZEMORE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM 
Church Service 11-12 Noon 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Robert Thomas 

M 
MAYSEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Monday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 

MAYSEL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Everyone Welcome 
Pastor: Jim Hamrick 

 
MIDDLE CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Osborne 

MT. OLIVE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 

Everyone welcome! 

MUD FORK CHURCH 
Sunday & Jr. Worship 
Service 10:00 AM Sunday 
School 11:00 AM Sunday 
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday 
Night & Jr. 

 
Church Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Christopher Stout 

N 
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday 
Morning at 10:00 AM 

Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Preaching, Prayer Meeting 
Wednesday at 7:30 PM 

NEW ANTIOCH 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Please join us in Praise! 
Pastor: Gary Walker 

NEWTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs 

NEWTON BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet- 

 
ing & Bible Study 7:00PM 
Pastor: Darius Walker 
Pastor Emeritus: Ron 
Fisher 

NOAH’S ARK FULL 
GOSPEL CHURCH 
Thursday 7:00 PM 
Sunday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr. 

O 
O’BRION ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching after Sunday 
School. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Pastor: James L. Balser 

OVAPA METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday at 
9:45 PM 
Sunday School 10:30 AM 
Sunday School on the 2nd 
Sunday is at 10:00 AM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Phone 304-587-2955 
Pastors: Cindy & Roger 
Dunlap 

OTTERLICK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Bible Study Thursday 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Gene Copen 

OTTERVALE ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday, 
except 5th, 11:00 AM 
Prayer Meeting Tuesday 
Evening 
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams 

P 
PEOPLES COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Take time out for Jesus, he 
took time our for you. 
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft 

PISGAH FREEWILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Bible Study 
& preaching 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Dennis Vance 

PLEASANT DALE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM 
Wednesday night Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Saturday Night Preaching 
Pastor: Wayne Litton 

PLEASANT HILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Wayne Smith 

PROCIOUS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Welcomes You! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:15 AM 
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: David Walker 

Q 
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C. 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Scott Means 

R 
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC 
CHURCH at Maysel 
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol- 
lowed by Religious Education 
9:30 AM 
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro 
SVD 
Pastoral Associates: Father 
Dominijus Boak SVD 

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Saturday Prayer Meeting 
7:00 PM 
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Delbert McKenzie 

RUSH FORK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
Singing or Preaching 
11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Come see us in church. 
Pastor: Harry Dobbins 

S 
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Thursday Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Jason Belt 

T 
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST 
Saturday Services 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 

Pastor: Hiram Lewis 

TRINITY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM. 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Clifford Samples 

U 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 
PM Everyone welcome 
Pastor: Don Dobbins 

UNITY GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Geoff Hamrick 

V 
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM 
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend. 

W 
WALLBACK 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun- 
days 9:45 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday Eve- 
ning 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell 

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: (304) 332-5503 
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins 

WALNUT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 AM 
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Lester Tanner 

WHITE PILGRIM 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Coon 

WHITESTAR 
TABERNACLE CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall 
WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Randy Tinney 

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE 
APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Come worship the Lord with 
us! 
Phone: (304) 587-7410 
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw 

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC

We love kids!
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Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 
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Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

Small towns. Home to big fun.
Immerse yourself in summer fun at Mineral County’s 
Strawberry Festival on Saturday, June 3, from 10 AM - 6 PM.

WVtourism.com/MineralCounty
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by Allen Hamrick
We all live or have lived in a cocoon at some point in our 

lives, living out our dreams as we see fi t.  From birth, most 
are taught that you go to school, get out, go on to higher 
learning, enlist in the military or join the workaholics in the 
daily grind of making a living and putting meat on the table.  
We have not progressed far from the natural instinct to get 
up and make sure we have food, something to wash it down 
with and a roof over our head - none of which comes without 
work.  We work so that the life blood of consumerism, tax 
revenue and money will continue to keep businesses alive 
and running but also keep the hounds away from what’s left 
in the bank book.  The daily grind of playing house, raising 
a clan and keeping the lights on is nearly a 24 hour a day job 
that leaves little time for any efforts to remember who we 
are deep down.  Unless we have been fi nancially endowed, 
the weekly ritual of scanning the bank book for a little extra 
to put away allows little time to remember that there is life 
beyond the status quo.

The adventurous life we all need is narrowed down to 
a couple weeks a year when vacation days arrive and we 
become new people as the budget allows.  People do all 

sorts of activities that, within that window of opportunity, 
cleave to some sort of typical behavior that gives them the 
gumption to again go back to work another fi fty weeks to 
afford to do it again.  The weekend warriors who hike, bike, 
4-wheel, garden, build, run or walk are also a breed who 
feels the need to separate themselves from society for the 
sake of their sanity.  The bottom line is there is work to do 
and there will always be work to do, but people need time 
to be more than just be a part of the world’s wheel of time. 
We need adventure beyond a path well traveled, a path that 
is rough and full of obstacles that challenges the very primal 
instinct that makes us who we are. 

We all need a path where we can get in touch with a beast 
rage that drives us to be great, to overcome, and to become 
animals. The only way to walk the path and survive it is to 
be the fi ttest or crazy, age makes no difference; it is com-
plete exhaustion to the end of it.  Those who brave the path 
dawn their Viking war paint, crank up the war tunes and be-
gin.  What path, you ask, could possibly be that tough? One 
such path is a Savage Race 2023 where normal, everyday 
people climb, pull, crawl through barbed wire, swing over 
and ford fi lthy water and brave the elements all for the sake 

of being part of the very few who can go from human to 
beast mode and survive like a starving animal. 

Some adventure seekers from Clay County, along with 
others from across the country, participated in the 2023 Sav-
age Race held in Charlotte, NC this past weekend.  This 
race was a brutal six miles and 27 obstacles that took an 
individual to the brink of collapse and often required team 
efforts to survive the extremes.  People call it crazy and 
stupid, but those individuals would never know what it’s 
like to go beyond what they are capable of.  The Hamrick 
clan, along with cousin Zach Williams and friend John El-
lis, came together and competed in the event. All fi nished a 
little worse for wear but survived to race again. 

This type of event could be incorporated here coupled 
with the new rail to trail and other venues. It would give 
opportunity to people of all ages to try their hand at beating 
the odds.  The bottom line is it doesn’t matter what every-
body else does, it’s what you’re doing that matters.  So, go 
string some barbed wire and start crawling under it, life is 
all about focus and effort and we have the ability to control 
both of them.  

John Ellis stares down “Mud and Guts.” Mason Hamrick challenges the “Mud and Guts” obstacle. Geoff Hamrick perseveres in the “Mud and Guts” obstacle.

Lucas Hamrick muscles across the “Chutes and Ladders” 
obstacle.

Grayson Hamrick tackles the “Gibbon Take” obstacle. Zach Williams navigates the “Big Butt Cargo” obstacle.

by Mac Warner, WV 
Secretary of State

Election integrity re-
mains one of America’s 
primary concerns, and 
West Virginia has made 
bold moves to secure its 
elections. Not only have 
we now topped 400,000 
names being removed 
from our voter registra-
tion lists since the 2016 
general election, but we 
are transitioning towards 
a more effective 50-state 
uniform list maintenance 
solution.

When I entered of-
fi ce, county clerks told 
me of bloated voter 
rolls and their desire to 
“clean things up.” Liti-
gious groups had four 
West Virginia counties 
on their target list to sue 
because the counties had 
more registered voters 
than people eligible to 
vote. Working closely 
with West Virginia’s 55 
county clerks, we began 
cleaning the rolls. We 
have now removed over 
400,000 abandoned or 
ineligible voter registra-
tions, including names 
of deceased individuals, 
people who had moved, 
duplicate registrations, 
and convicted felons.

A very effective data 
source to identify aban-
doned registrations has 
been the United States 
Postal Service’s Nation-
al Change of Address 
(NCOA) fi le. For the 
2022 election cycle, a 

total of 22.9% of all con-
fi rmation notices were 
triggered by comparing 
the NCOA fi le with the 
state’s voter registration 
database. The NCOA fi le 
is currently West Virgin-
ia’s only source of data 
for identifying voters in 
all 50 states.

Comparisons with an-
other reliable data source, 
West Virginia DMV re-
cords, account for the 
state’s next-highest yield 
of outdated voter records, 
resulting in 19.6% of the 
confi rmation notices sent 
to voters who moved to 
a new address within the 
state in the 2022 cycle.

The Statewide Voter 
Registration System 
(SVRS) has been devel-
oped to ensure uniform 
statewide application of 
the list-maintenance pro-
cess. Its functions allow 
county clerks to track 
abandoned registrations 
effi ciently and accurately 
within the times and le-
gal parameters required 
by law. As a result of the 
sophisticated functions 
we developed, 44% of 
all confi rmation notices 
mailed during the 2022 
election cycle were the 
result of leveraging the 
SVRS technology.

The other side of list-
maintenance procedures 
that bolster election in-
tegrity is maintaining 
active, current registra-
tions. Over the past six 
years, the state has reg-
istered 301,292 new vot-

ers, which includes more 
than 70,000 who just 
reached the legal voting 
age of 18.

As the list-mainte-
nance processes ramp 
up for the 2024 election 
cycle, we have numerous 
sources of data available 
to keep the lists accurate. 
Specifi cally, those sourc-
es include the United 
States Postal Service’s 
NCOA fi le, the Social 
Security Administra-
tion’s Death Master File, 
state Vital Statistics Of-
fi ce, Division of Motor 
Vehicles, and Division of 
Corrections.

Despite the success we 
have had with cleaning 
our state’s voter rolls, the 
future of voter registra-
tion list maintenance is 
a 50-state solution that 
goes beyond what the 
NCOA fi le provides. 
This is where West Vir-
ginia is again taking the 
lead. We are leveraging 
data-driven technology 
to fi nd a truly nonparti-
san solution for the entire 
country.

West Virginia previ-
ously received some 
list-maintenance data 
through its membership 
in the Electronic Regis-
tration Information Cen-
ter (ERIC), which was a 
convenient way to obtain 
data from certain sourc-
es. Removing state-level 
sources from that mem-
bership, ERIC helped 
identify approximately 
14% of voters who re-

ceived confi rmation no-
tices after moving out of 
state in 2022.

However, it is note-
worthy that more than 
half of the out-of-state 
cancellations came from 
bordering states, includ-
ing Ohio and Virginia. 
Those two states have 
also submitted their with-
drawal from ERIC. With 
those withdrawals, West 
Virginia’s utility for re-
maining an ERIC mem-
ber signifi cantly decreas-
es. Instead, it will prove 
more effective to execute 
data-sharing agreements 
with our bordering states 
going forward, without 
impacting our ability to 
keep our rolls clean and 
updated.

West Virginia voters 
can rest assured that our 
election process is safe, 
secure, and anchored by 
the most accurate voter 
registration lists in the 
history of our state. That 
is one reason why I have 
been called to testify in 
front of Congress four 
times to share with mem-
bers and their respective 
states West Virginia’s 
success story. They want 
to know why voter confi -
dence is so high in West 
Virginia, how we have 
cleaned our voter rolls, 
and what we have done 
to secure our elections. 
Thanks to technology 
and the uniform efforts of 
all 55 county clerks, con-
fi dence in our elections 
has never been higher.

West Virginia to lead the nation with 
50-state solutions for election security

Savage Race 2023 Held in Charlotte, NC

Submitted by Kelly Morton
The following poem was written and art work created by 

Alias Gracie Halloway, a psychology major attending WVU 
Tech, and.  This poem depicts the emotions of wanting to be 
someone else and how far such an obsession can lead.

I’ve been watching you, stalking; lurking in the shadows
waiting for my time to pounce. Like a hunter and its prey-
an unsuspecting deer grazing unaware of my presence. 
I had to have you, to feel you inside and out.  To carve 

you up
and place you on my wall, the head of my prey hung high 

for all to
bear witness.  My trophy, my reward.
I’ve learned your routine as if it was my own, the jobs you 

work
the stores you shop, your hobbies, your sins. 
I know them all and have taken them as my own.  A shad-

ow
of you, I dream of living under your skin, to crawl in be-

tween your bones
and nestle around your most vital organs where I would 

have
the most power of life and death.
I wish to devour you from the inside, eat you as a starving
animal whose been denied for days.  I want to tear you 

limb
from limb, taking my time, savoring every bite of you. 
To hear the rips and tears of your fl esh and muscle as I 

break free
from my cocoon.  Born a new creature, my new self. I am 

you.
I will become you, a better version, taking on your life as it
were, your jobs, your hobbies, your sins.  They are all mine 

as they
once were yours.

I am you

A world of your own: 
Untitled poem


