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 SEE “AMERICA” ON PAGE 8

SEE “Employment”                             CONT. ON PAGE 8

Six Clay County students have received their degrees 
from Glenville State University as part of the Univer-
sity’s May 2023 Commencement.

Andrew G. Belt of Nebo earned an Associate of Arts 
degree in General Studies as part of GSU’s Milestone 
Initiative.

Jared L. Evans of Bomont earned an Associate of 
Arts degree in General Studies as part of GSU’s Mile-
stone Initiative.

Lori K. Ray of Wallback graduated Magna Cum 
Laude with a Bachelor of Arts in Education degree with 
majors in Elementary Education (K-6) and Multi-Cate-
gorical Special Education (K-6).

Katthlene M. Rose of Duck graduated Cum Laude 
with an Associate of Arts degree in General Studies as 
part of GSU’s Milestone Initiative.

Heather B. Sears of Duck graduated Cum Laude with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Education degree with majors 
in Elementary Education (K-6) and Multi-Categorical 
Special Education (K-6). Sears was also a Hidden 
Promise Scholar.

Adison S. Woods of Duck graduated with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Education degree with majors in Early Educa-
tion (PreK-K) and Elementary Education (K-6).

The Milestone Initiative signifi es the important aca-
demic accomplishment of students who are working 
toward a bachelor’s degree. 

Founded in 1872, Glenville State University is a pub-
lic liberal arts institution located in Glenville, West Vir-
ginia. The University offers a variety of traditional and 
online degree programs and several NCAA Division II 
athletic teams.

Clay County Students Graduate from 
Glenville State University

Ohio University 
Scripps College of Com-
munication student Ma-
son Taylor of Indore has 
been named to Ohio Uni-
versity’s Spring 2023 
Dean’s List.

The Dean’s List rec-
ognizes undergraduate 
students who complete a 
particular semester with 

a GPA between 3.5 and 
3.999 with a minimum 
of 12 credit hours at-
tempted for letter grades 
that are used to calculate 
GPA.

In spring semester 
2023, 4,953 Ohio Uni-
versity undergraduate 
students qualified for the 
Dean’s List.

Mason Taylor named 
to Ohio University’s 
Spring Dean’s List

By Nadia Ramlagan for WVNS
Thirteen percent of young children in West Virginia 

lived in families in which someone quit their job or 
refused a job because of responsibilities with child 
care, and the number is likely higher among Black and 
Latino parents, according to the latest Annie E. Casey 
Foundation’s Kids Count Data Book.

Women are fi ve to eight times more likely than men 
to experience negative employment consequences due 
to lack of child care.

Bobbie Spry, community engagement specialist, 
West Virginia Kids Count, said advocates in the state 
continue to push for enrollment-based subsidies for 
child care centers. She explained basing reimburse-
ments on enrollment instead of attendance would in-
crease fi nancial stability for providers and help shrink 
yearlong waitlists.

“West Virginia’s average cost of center-based child 
care for a toddler was $7,955,” Spry reported. “That’s 
9% of the median income of a married couple and 35% 
of a single mother’s income.”

Last year, West Virginia Kids Count reported 21% of 
West Virginia’s children are living in households with 
a high housing cost burden. Spry noted ongoing unaf-
fordable child care costs will likely mean more housing 
uncertainty for families living paycheck to paycheck.

More than 60% of child care workers nationwide re-
cently reported having diffi culty paying their own food 
and utility bills. Spry pointed out the child care issue 
is pushing more Mountain State families into poverty.

“Our overall ranking remains at 42 which is what 
it was last year,” Spry emphasized. “I don’t feel like 
we’re doing enough to push that needle.”

According to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, the 
failings of the child care system cost the U.S. economy 
around $122 billion a year in lost worker earnings, pro-
ductivity, and tax revenue.

More West Virginia 
Parents Not Working due 

to Childcare Issues

By P.R. Lockhart for Mountain State Spotlight
For months, West Virginia offi cials have been touting record-

low unemployment numbers. That continued in June, as offi -
cials announced that only 3.3% of West Virginians were unem-
ployed and actively looking for work. 

But there’s less to cheer about when it comes to the 
state’s fairly stagnant labor force participation rate. That fi g-
ure, which essentially measures the percentage of working-age 
adults who are either employed or actively looking for work, 
isn’t the most well-known economic indicator. But it’s one that 
economists say matters just as much, if not more, than unem-
ployment numbers.  

“Unemployment is not the problem,” said John Deskins, 
the director of West Virginia University’s Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research. “Our problem is we have a relatively 
small percentage of the adult population that is engaged in the 
labor force in the fi rst place.” 

The labor force participation rate tracks the percentage of 
working age people who are either actively working or seeking 
employment. It’s currently 54.6%, the lowest in the nation and 
well below the national participation rate of 62.6%. And it has 
been in that last place position or extremely close to it for about 
fi ve decades.  

To come closer to the national rate, the state would need to 
increase its workforce by roughly 100,000 people. 

But understanding the why behind the low rate is more dif-
fi cult. In several interviews, economists told Mountain State 
Spotlight that a number of factors could contribute to West 
Virginia’s persistent labor force problem, including population 

Here’s why West Virginia has 
struggled to increase labor 

force participation for decades
West Virginia has the lowest labor force participation rate 
in the country. While nonprofi ts are trying to bring more 
workers into the labor force, deeper solutions remain 

necessary.

The West Virginia 
Department of Health 
and Human Resources 
(DHHR), Bureau for Fam-
ily Assistance will begin 
accepting school clothing 
allowance applications on 
July 1, 2023, for eligible 
children enrolled in West 
Virginia schools and will 
close applications on July 
31, 2023.  Each eligible 
child will receive a $200 
benefi t that may be used 
toward the purchase of ap-
propriate school clothing 
or piece goods for families 
who sew clothing for their 
children.

The following will au-
tomatically receive school 
clothing allowance ben-
efi ts for each school-age 
child in the home by the 
end of June 2023: 

Families with school-
age children who currently 
receive WV WORKS cash 
assistance.

Parents or guardians of 
children in foster care.

Children ages 4-18 who 
receive Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefi ts, are en-
rolled in school and whose 
household income is under 
130% of the Federal Pov-

erty Level.
Families who received 

school clothing allowance 
in 2022 and currently have 
Medicaid coverage should 
receive a school clothing 
allowance program appli-
cation by mail in late June 
2023.

Others may be eligible 
for school clothing al-
lowance benefi ts, but the 
monthly income for a fam-
ily of four may not exceed 
$3,007. Verifi cation of in-
come for July 2023 must 
be submitted with applica-
tions for school clothing 
allowance.

“In 2022, 81,029 West 
Virginia children were as-
sisted by the school cloth-
ing allowance program,” 
said Janie Cole, Commis-
sioner of DHHR’s Bureau 
for Family Assistance. 
“This program fi lls an im-
portant need for children 
and families with back to 
school preparations.”

School clothing allow-
ance program recipients 
will receive an electronic 
benefi t transfer (EBT) 
card. The EBT card will 
operate like a debit card 
and can be used at any 
retailer who accepts EBT 
cash transactions.  Parents 
or guardians of children in 
foster care will receive the 
school clothing allowance 
benefi t as a check. 

Families, caretakers, 
and guardians may apply 
online at www.wvpath.
wv.gov or request a paper 
application be mailed to 
them by contacting their 
local DHHR offi ce or by 
calling 1-877-716-1212.  
Applications must be re-
ceived by July 31, 2023.

Those needing to up-
date their address may do 
so at www.wvpath.wv.gov 
or by calling DHHR’s 
Customer Service Cen-
ter at 1-877-716-1212.

School Clothing Allowance Application Period Opens

A time to remember the American Revolution

A country forged by its people. By Allen Hamrick

The WVU Clay County Extension Offi ce has announced that the community park in Clay is fully functional 
and will be open for daily use. We are beyond excited to see these pieces of our project come to completion. The 
splash pad will be in operation daily from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. starting Sunday, July 2.

Community park and splash pad opens
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Samantha Montez Mathis
Booked 6/29/23

Traffi c control signal, driving 
suspended, fl eeing in vehicle, 
speeding, possession of con-

trolled substance

Brandon Lee Tharpe
Booked 6/29/23
Bond violation

Judith Raye Waugh
Booked 6/29/23

Harassment, trespassing

central regional jail 
BRAXTON COUNTY

Ricky Lee Bennett Jr.
Booked 6/28/23

Probation violation

Danielle Jacklynn Currence
Booked 6/28/23

Obstructing an offi cer, posses-
sion of a controlled substance

Samuel Cleveland Kelly
Booked 6/29/23
Grand larceny

Arther Eugene Yoho
Booked 6/27/23

Battery

Larry Keith Adkins
Booked 6/28/23

Sexual abuse 1st degree

Denell Lucile Johnson
Booked 6/29/23

Capias

John Joseph Skahill IV
Booked 6/26/23

Fugitive from justice, false 
info to law enforcement

Dillion Lee Broyles
Booked 6/27/23

Capias

   

Brittany Foster
Booked 6/26/23

Capias

Dakota H. Gibson
Booked 6/27/23

Destruction of property, 
domestic battery

Samuel Cleveland Kelly
Booked 6/29/23

Transferring stolen prop-
erty, escape, uttering

Gary Michael Lough
Booked 6/28/23

Capias

NICHOLAS COUNTY

Puzzle Answers

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-home 
care? Caring.com’s Family Advisors 
are here to help take the guesswork out 
of senior care for you and your family. 
Call for your FREE, no-obligation con-
sultation: 1-855-935-2903

DON‘T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 

1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET FOR 
THOSE THAT QUALIFY. Government 
program for recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet service. Bonus offer: Android 
tablet FREE with one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping & handling. Call Maxsip 
Telecom today! 1-833-317-1335

DIRECTV STREAM - Carries the Most 
Local MLB Games! CHOICE Package, 
$89.99/mo for 12 months. Stream on 
20 devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK: Only from Dish- 3 
year TV Price Guarantee! 99% Signal 
Reliability, backed by guarantee. In-
cludes Multi-Sport with NFL Redzone. 
Switch and Get a FREE $100 Gift Card. 
Call today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 

No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options  Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

CLAY COUNTY

Start with

WorkForce.

W O R K F O R C E W V. O R G

1 - 8 0 0 - 2 5 2 - J O B S

Job Placement.

Career Advancement.

Employee Recruitment.

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (833) 317-1335

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time 
co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

YOU QUALIFY for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
���������	
�
�����
Lifeline and Tribal.

09:00 AM, State v. Philip 
Earl West, Bench Trial, No 
Valid MCRT Decal Dis-
played 

09:15 AM, State v. Teddy 
Preston Ball, Bench Trial, No 
WV MCRT Decal 

09:30 AM, State v. Steven 
Wayne Dunlap, Bench Trial, 
Stalking - Repeatedly fol-
lowing another causing fear 
or emotional distress 

10:00 AM, State v. Joshua 
Edward McCune, Bench 
Trial, Domestic Battery, Ob-
structing offi cer

10:30 AM, State v. Sam-
uel Boyd McCune, Bench 
Trial, Obstructing offi cer

11:00 AM, State v. Ashley 
Nicole Thomas, Bench Trial, 
Contributing to the delin-
quency of a child by person 
18 yrs or older 

11:30 AM, State v. Me-
linda L Carter, Bench Trial, 
Driving while license sus-
pended or revoked; No ve-
hicle insurance 

11:30 AM, State v. Me-

linda L Carter, Bench Trial, 
Operation without cert. in-
spection or failure to produce 
certifi cate; Unsafe and im-
properly equipped vehicles

01:00 PM, State v. Justin 
Scott Sanders, Bench Trial, 
Knowingly or intentionally 
possessing a controlled sub-
stance without a valid pre-
scription

01:30 PM, State v. Antho-
ny J. Hamrick, Bench Trial, 
Domestic Battery, Domestic 
Assault

02:00 PM, State v. Jalen 
Brody Smith, Bench Trial, 
New owner must secure 
registration and certifi cate of  
title, Muffl ers; prevention of 
noise, fumes and smoke 

02:00 PM, State v. Jalen 
Brody Smith, Bench Trial, 
Unsafe and improperly 
equipped vehicles

02:30 PM, State v. Eric 
Dale Smith, Bench Trial, 
Driving while license re-
voked - DUI, Improper use 
of evidences of registration 

(misdemeanor), Unsafe and 
improperly equipped ve-
hicles, Operation of vehicles 
with safety belts, Registra-
tion card to be signed, carried 
and exhibited on demand.
(Regist. Unsigned), License 
to be carried and exhibited 
on demand 

03:00 PM, State v. Coty 
Allen Nichols, Bench Trial, 
Unsafe and improperly 
equipped vehicles, Operation 
without cert. inspection or 
failure to produce certifi cate

03:00 PM, State v. Coty 
Allen Nichols, Bench Trial, 
No Insurance, Operation of 
vehicles with safety belts 

03:00 PM, State v. Coty 
Allen Nichols, Bench Trial, 
Operation of vehicles with 
safety belts, Operation of ve-
hicles with safety belts 

03:30 PM, State v. Rob-
ert Daniel Dennis, Bench 
Trial, Unsafe and improperly 
equipped vehicles; No ve-
hicle insurance 

Wednesday, July 12, 2023 Docket Schedule for Magistrate: Rider, Charles “Jeff” 

WANT TO BUY
WANT TO BUY: 

1964 Ford Falcon 
2 door left & right 
post doors. Also, 
1963 Ford Falcon 
2 door hardtop 
doors. 540-395-
2083.

WANT TO BUY: 
1949-1952 Chevro-
let 4 door Fleetline 
car. Restored or not, 
running or not. 540-
395-2083.

WANT TO BUY
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We Weren’t Expecting That
By: Dr. James Snyder

The Most Beautiful Woman
By: Joseph J. Mazella 

By Slim Randles

Home Country

I saw the most beautiful woman the other day. She 
wasn’t that tall. She was 5 feet at the most. Her spine was 
curved down too. Her skin was thin and covered in age 
spots from a lifetime of walking in the sun. Her hair was 
a thin, wispy white. Her smile had as many false teeth as 
new ones. She was at least 80 years old and may have 
been over 90. She moved slowly and with great care. Still, 
when she looked you in the eye and spoke to you, you 
could see her true beauty shining through.

Her forehead was wrinkled from a long life of hard 
work and care. But it was the lines around her eyes that 
caught my attention. These “wrinkles” were deep and per-
manent canyons that had been formed by a million smiles 
and a lifetime of laughter. Her eyes were deep set, blood-
shot and hidden behind thick, heavy glasses. But you 
could still see a lovely light shining out of them. When 
she talked to you they sparkled with a divine radiance that 
told you she was in touch with faith and love and hope 

and goodness and joy. I only spoke to her for a minute or 
two, yet I left feeling better, happier, and closer to God 
myself. I only hope that one day my own face will show 
the signs that hers did, of a blessed life well-lived and 
well-loved.

It is so strange how people these days are almost ob-
sessed with doing away with those signs. We want to look 
twenty years old forever. People dye their hair, put cream 
on their skin, apply makeup to their faces, stick needles 
full of Botox into themselves, and even have plastic sur-
gery all in an effort to hide the evidence of a life fi lled 
with kindness, laughter, and love.

The next time I look in the mirror, though, I am going 
to thank God for my wrinkles, gray hair, and the sparkle 
in my eyes. I am going to appreciate the evidence of a 
million smiles and pray to God to let them get deeper as I 
live longer and love better each day of my life.

Home Country
Slim Randles
   Doc smiled and felt really good inside when he heard the familiar bird song. 
  “Hey there, Wheezer,” he said, “happy nesting!”
  For some reason, this mourning dove with the speech impediment comes around to Doc’s back yard every spring, and 

Doc thinks that’s just all right. If ol’ Wheez didn’t have that distinctive voice, Doc would never know if this bird favored his 
yard or was just another bird looking for a home. Let’s face it, Wheezer looks just like every other dove in town.

  But he was back and fl irting with a good-looking lady dove up on the branches of the locust tree. Doc always wondered 
whether doves mate for life, and this was the same Mrs. Wheez he sees every year, or if Wheezer had to court a new lassie 
each spring. 

  “I’ll have to look it up,” Doc said, knowing that he wouldn’t.
  But he did go over to the concrete block wall and clean out the crud from the hollow in the top block by the gate. Doc 

had put dirt in it years ago, and each spring, the Wheezer family hauled in twigs and grass and made a place to raise their 
family.

  And each spring, as Mrs. W. sat on her eggs, it would take Doc a few days before she would tolerate him coming and 
going through the gate. This was the dove family he was close to. They let him get right up to maybe a foot from the ugly 
little baby birds each spring, and he was careful never to move quickly or make a noise. That was his contribution, you see, 
to the putting together of the “Doves in the Concrete Block” family. 

  Wonder how long doves live? Doc thought. Wonder how long old Wheezer will last?  I’ll have to look it up. 
No he won’t. 
-------------------------
Brought to you by Wild Birds Unlimited. They have lots of things to keep those birds happy and healthy. For your 

local store: webmaster@wbu.com.

 In what Supremes hit does Diana Ross 
actually mention the other two members of 
the group by name?

   Answer to last week’s Trivia: John-
ny Mathis’ most successful and highest 
charted single was “Chances Are” (#4 Oct. 
1957). 

Sometimes things happen that you never expected. 
When those unexpected things happen, if they are good, 
that is a blessing, if they are bad, that’s a different story.

I learned this expectation of good from my good old 
Uncle Ted. He was a truck driver, and boy, did he have the 
stories to tell.

The one story I never believed was about him having 
lunch at a restaurant. According to his story, he would or-
der a nice lunch, and when almost done, he would take out 
a hair he had brought along, put it on his plate, and called 
the waitress.

“Look at this hair on my plate,” he said to the waitress.
Of course, she was surprised because that doesn’t hap-

pen much in a restaurant. She was so frustrated that she 
called the manager and introduced him to my uncle. He 
didn’t know what he was in for.

“There’s a hair on my plate, which disgusts me.”
The manager looked at it and did not know what to say, 

but fi nally, he said to my uncle, “I’m so sorry for this and 
to compensate your lunch is on the house today.”

He had somewhat of a scow on his face. He looked at 
the manager and then looked back at the waitress and fi -
nally said, “Okay, I’ll let it go this time, and I thank you 
for taking care of this for me. I appreciate that very much.”

For many years I thought this was just one of his stories, 
but he, my father, and I went to a restaurant together once. 
I’m not sure of the occasion, but it was always fun to get 
together for lunch.

When Uncle Ted was just about done with his lunch, 
I saw him pull from his inside pocket an envelope, and 
when he opened it, there was a variety of hairs inside. He 
pulled a rather large one out and laid it on his dish. He 
didn’t say anything but just called for the waitress.

“Look at this hair on my plate! Can you explain it?”
Of course, she couldn’t, so she called 

for the manager to come to our table. 
When he arrived, he said, “Is there anything I can do to 
help you men?”

“There sure is,” my uncle said. “Look at this hair on my 
plate. Can you explain it?”

The manager was stunned when he saw the 
hair and, at fi rst, did not know what to say. 
“I’m so sorry for this. Please accept my apology and lunch 
is on the house today.”

With his familiar scow, my uncle looked at the manager, 
then looked back at the waitress, and then back at the man-
ager and said, “Okay, I accept your apology and thank you 
for your understanding.”

As my dad and I sat at that table, we did 
not know what to do. Was this a joke or what? 
The waitress returned and told us that everything was tak-
en care of and we didn’t have to worry, and she apologized 
again.

When we got into our car to go home, my uncle gave a 
little snicker and said, “You know, that works all the time.” 
And then he laughed.

I had forgotten about that until last week. Some of our 
family had gotten together to celebrate Father’s Day at a 
very nice pizza restaurant. There were fi ve of us plus the 
Princess of the Family, our six-month-old great-grand-
daughter. Of course, she was the center of our lunchtime, 
even though it was a Father’s Day lunch.

We had a wonderful time, and the pizza was just deli-
cious. It’s one of our favorite pizza restaurants in town.

As we fi nished, The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 
sighed deeply and said, “Oh no. It can’t be?”

We did not know what she was talking about, and then 
she called the waiter over and showed him that in the crust 
of her pizza was a human hair. It was baked into the crust, 
and only The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage would 
ever be able to see that.

The waiter came, and she showed him the hair, and he 
was rather stunned and said, “I’ll go get the manager.”

The manager came out, and we could tell the hair did 
not belong to him because he was bald. Not even facial 
hair.

He looked at the hair to ensure it was what she said it 
was. She turned out to be right, as usual.

“I don’t know how that happened, and I’m 
very sorry. Could I bring you a free pizza?” 
We told him we were full and could not eat any more piz-
za. Then he surprised us.

“I’m so sorry for this, and let me say right now that your 
lunch is on me today. This will not cost you anything.”

He wouldn’t take no for an answer, so we accepted his 
generosity.

I know The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage can do 
anything and everything, but I never realized that she also 
could clone my uncle.

On the way home I couldn’t help but think of Ecclesi-
astes 2:15, “Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the 
fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why was I then more 
wise? Then I said in my heart, that this also is vanity.”

Instead of judging other people for what they do, I need 
to pay close attention to what I’m doing daily.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.com.

Call 1-833-274-3943
for a free consultation.

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.

MKT-P0240

Rich history. 
To enrich your visit.
Pack up the car and journey through the National 
Coal Heritage Area, where rich history and fascinating 
museums abound. 

WVtourism.com/NCHA

Beckley Exhibition 
Coal Mine

OBITUARIES
On June 24, 2023, Diann 

Marie Legg passed away 
peacefully at CAMC Gen-
eral Hospital due to injuries 
she suffered in an accident.

  Diann was born in Can-
nelton, West Virginia to 
Clinton Ray and Margaret 
Brown on September 27, 
1954.

  She met the love of her 
life, Russell Brooks Legg, 
Jr. “R.B.”, at church where 
her father was the pastor. 
On January 19, 1974 they 
enjoyed their fi rst date and 
on April 20th of that year 
he proposed marriage to 
her on a beautiful sunny 
spring evening on a stroll on 
the carriage trail at Sunrise 
mansion. His love letters to 
her were always addressed 
“To The Most Beautiful 
Woman in the World, c/o 
Diann Brown” (which em-
barrassed her greatly!)

  They married on July 
20, 1974 (on a shoestring 
budget!) and were off to 

Morgantown, West Virginia 
for R.B.’s last year at West 
Virginia University School 
of Dentistry. She worked 
in the lab at Monongalia 
General Hospital as a Phle-
botomy Specialist while he 
completed his requirements 
for his Doctor of Dental 
Surgery degree.

Diann will always be re-
membered as an early riser 
and a hard working individ-
ual, often volunteering for 
weekend duty and working 
holidays since she was their 
sole provider of income that 
year.

  After graduation, she 
and her husband established 
their dental practice in Clay, 
West Virginia where she 
was his personal assistant 
and eventually offi ce man-
ager, retiring in 2011.

  Diann was an avid 
reader, and enjoyed cook-
ing, decorating, traveling 
(especially to the Rocky 
Mountains and Hawaii), 
working with her husband 

in their beautiful fl ower gar-
dens and attending church 
services. She is a member of 
the Buffalo Valley Baptist 
Church in Clay, West Vir-
ginia. She always stressed 
academics, persistence and 
determination to her three 
children who hold degrees 
from fi ve different edu-
cational institutions. One 
daughter, Lydia, is currently 
an attending physician at 
Harvard University Medical 
Center and Massachusetts 
General Brigham.

    Besides her husband of 
49 years she is survived by 
her three children, Jeanne 
Carson (Eric), Dr. Lydia 
Legg, James Brooks Legg, 
and two grandchildren, Si-
erra Lowther and Tyler Car-
son. Also two sisters, Donna 
Clonch (George), Linda 
King, and a brother, Ray 
Dewayne Brown.

 The family would espe-
cially like to thank Dr. Paul 
Paik and his nurse Rizalita 
Santillan of Memorial Sloan 

Kettering Cancer Center in 
New York City for the ex-
traordinary care provided 
for our beloved wife and 
mother and for the special 
relationship we developed.

A graveside service was 
held at 10:00 a.m. on Thurs-
day June 29, 2023, at Clay 
Memorial Gardens, Clay, 
WV, with Ministers, Doug-
las Newell IV and John 
Pruitt.

 In lieu of fl owers the 
family request contribu-
tions in Diann’s memory 
to Memorial Sloan Ket-
tering Cancer Center, P.O. 
Box 5028, Hagerstown, 
MD 21741-9901 or online 
@matchgrant.mskcc.org 
where special arrangements 
have been made to multiply 
gifts fi ve items.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at www.carlwilsonfuneral-
home.com

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be serv-
ing the Legg Family.

 Diann Marie Legg
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THIS WEEK IN

West Virginia History

PUZZLES ANSWERS PAGE 2

The following events 
happened on these 
dates in West Virginia 
history. To read more, 
go toe-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia 
at www.wvencyclope-
dia.org.

July 5, 1896: Cartoon-
ist Kendall Vintroux 
was born at Fraziers 
Bottom. He began 
his career with the 
Charleston Gazette 
when he submitted 
a cartoon about the 
town of Poca’s fi rst 
paved road. Many of 
his drawings are now 
in the collection of the 
University of Charles-
ton.
July 5, 1950: Army 
Private Kenneth Shad-
rick of Wyoming 
County was one of the 
fi rst U.S. servicemen 
killed in action in the 
Korean War.

July 6, 1806: States-
man Charles James 
Faulkner was born in 
Martinsburg. Faulkner 

served in the West Vir-
ginia legislature, U.S. 
Congress (1851–59, 
1875-77), and as U.S. 
minister to France.
July 6, 1848: Histori-
an Virgil A. Lewis was 
born in Mason Coun-
ty. In 1905, Governor 
Dawson appointed 
Lewis as the fi rst di-
rector of the Bureau of 
Archives and History.
July 6, 1883: Judge 
“R. D.” Bailey was 
born at Baileysville, 
Wyoming County. 
Bailey came into wide 
prominence as the 
judge of the Matewan 
Massacre trial in 1921.

July 7, 1928: The 
Madonna of the Trail 
monument was dedi-
cated in Wheeling. It is 

one of 12 such statues 
erected along the Na-
tional Road to honor 
America’s pioneering 
women.
July 8, 1894: Walter 
Aegerter was born 
in Helvetia. An ama-
teur photographer, 
Aegerter built both a 
studio and darkroom 
on his farm and pho-
tographed portraits, 
families, celebrations 
and everyday scenes 
of the German Swiss 
settlement. The glass 
plate negatives sur-
vive today in several 
archived collections.

July 8, 1924: Rock 
’n’ roll pioneer John-
nie Johnson was born 
in Fairmont. John-
son collaborated with 
Chuck Berry on songs 
such as “Roll Over, 

Beethoven.” Berry’s 
hit “Johnny B. Goode” 
was supposedly writ-
ten as a tribute to 
Johnson.
July 8, 1961: Sutton 
Dam was dedicated by 
Governor Wally Bar-
ron. The Army Corps 
of Engineers operates 
the dam for purposes 
of fl ood control, low-
fl ow augmentation and 
recreation.

July 9, 1942: An ex-
plosion at the Purs-
glove No. 2 Mine at 
Scotts Run near Mor-
gantown killed 20 
men. It was one of 
three fatal accidents at 
the mining operation 
in an eight-month pe-
riod.
July 9, 1989: Trea-
surer A. James Man-
chin resigned after be-
ing impeached. With a 
stock market downturn 

in 1987,  Manchin bore 
much of the blame 
when the state lost 
nearly $300 million in 
investments for which 
he was responsible. 

July 10, 1769: Physi-
cian Jesse Bennet was 
born. He performed 
the fi rst successful 
caesarian section in 
America in 1794, on 
his own wife and with-
out proper equipment 
and with no antisep-
tics. He later estab-
lished a large practice 
in Mason County and 
served as an Army 
surgeon in the War of 
1812.

July 10, 1936: The 
temperature in Mar-
tinsburg reached 112 
degrees. It tied the re-
cord for the state’s hot-
test recorded tempera-
ture, which had been 
set August 4, 1930, at 
Moorefi eld.

July 11, 1861: The 
Battle of Rich Moun-
tain was fought in 
Randolph County. 
Union troops under 
the command of Gen-
eral George McClellan 
defeated Confederate 
forces. 
July 11, 1867: John 
Jacob Cornwell was 
born on a farm in 
Ritchie County. He 
served as the 15th gov-
ernor of West Virginia.

July 11, 1976: Gov. 
Arch Moore dedicat-
ed the West Virginia 
Culture Center. The 
facility was built to 
showcase the Moun-
tain State’s artistic, 
cultural and historic 
heritage.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,

WEST VIRGINIA
In The Matter of Petition of Name Change of 
J.D.    Civil Action No.: 23-P-13
Current Name J.D.    Judge Jack Alsop
To
New Name J.N.

Legal Notice of Publication
Change of Name

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 19th day of July, 2023, at 2:00 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioner Sa-
vannah Nottingham will apply by Petition to the Circuit Court of Clay 
County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said court, chang-
ing name of J.D. to J.N. at which time any interested party may appear 
and be heard, if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk 
��������	
��

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 23rd day of June, 2023.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

In The Matter of Petition of Name Change of 
A.D.    Civil Action No.: 23-P-14
Current Name A.D.    Judge Jack Alsop
To
New Name A.N.

Legal Notice of Publication
Change of Name

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 19th day of July, 2023, at 2:00 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioner Sa-
vannah Nottingham will apply by Petition to the Circuit Court of Clay 
County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said court, chang-
ing name of A.D. to A.N. at which time any interested party may ap-
pear and be heard, if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk 
��������	
��

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 23rd day of June, 2023.

LEGAL

LEGAL LEGAL
NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS

To maintain necessary clearances for safe and reliable electric ser-
vice, Appalachian Power Company plans to manage vegetation along 
the Belva - Swiss portion of its 34-kilovolt distribution system in 
Nicholas, Fayette and Clay counties, WV. On or about June 26, 2023, 
contract crews will begin to trim and remove trees and brush and apply 
herbicides along our rights-of-way. Work will be done in accordance 
with International Society of Arboriculture guidelines and consider 
factors such as tree species, growth characteristics, line voltage, etc. 
In unmaintained or undeveloped areas cuttings will remain on site to 
minimize soil disturbance and to promote biodegradation.

Rights-of-way in this area involved in the program are: 20 Mile 
Creek Rd., Backus Br. Rd., State Rt. 39, Bell Creek Rd., Rock Camp 
Rd., Riverfront Dr., Rich Creek Rd., Jodie Rd., S. Swiss Rd., and State 
Rt. 16.

Representatives will attempt to personally contact resident property 
owners at least seven business days prior to working on their property. 
�����
����������������������������������������������������������	�����
are a nonresident property owner and have questions regarding our 
right-of-way maintenance, they may be directed to:

Appalachian Power Company
Forestry Department

404 29th St. West
Charleston, WV 25387

(304) 746-2791

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS
To maintain necessary clearances for safe and reliable electric ser-

vice, Appalachian Power Company plans to manage vegetation along 
the Hartland - Clay portion of its 12-kilovolt distribution system in 
Clay County, WV. On or about June 26, 2023, contract crews will be-
gin to trim and remove trees and brush and apply herbicides along 
our rights-of-way. Work will be done in accordance with International 
Society of Arboriculture guidelines and consider factors such as tree 
species, growth characteristics, line voltage, etc. In unmaintained or 
undeveloped areas cuttings will remain on site to minimize soil distur-
bance and to promote biodegradation.

Rights-of-way in this area involved in the program are: Hartland 
Rd., State Rt. 16, Lick Branch Rd., Harmony Ln., Little Blue Knob 
Rd., Nicholas Rd., Clay-Maysel Rd., Pisgah Ridge Rd., Elk River Rd., 
Beechy Ridge Rd., Little Beechy Ridge Rd., Sycamore Creek Rd., 
Blue Knob Rd., and State Rt. 4.

Representatives will attempt to personally contact resident property 
owners at least seven business days prior to working on their property. 
�����
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are a nonresident property owner and have questions regarding our 
right-of-way maintenance, they may be directed to:

Appalachian Power Company
Forestry Department

404 29th St. West
Charleston, WV 25387

(304) 746-2791

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

TO:   Family Court  
ZAIAH MATTHEW BLACKWELL Civil Action No.: 23-DV-23
3038 LIVERPOOL RD
LEROY, WV 25252
DOB: 2/17/2000

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
PROTECTIVE ORDER

1. The object of this suit is to obtain protection from the Respondent.
2. The object of this Publication by Class I legal advertisement is to 
 notify Respondent of the PROTECTIVE ORDER prohibiting the 
 above-named Respondent from having contact with certain 
 individuals. This Order may affect property and other rights of 
 the Respondent. Violating this Order may subject the Respondent 
 to criminal sanctions. The Respondent is strongly encouraged to 
 obtain a copy of this Protective Order from the Circuit Clerk of 
 the County listed above.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:

�����������������	
������
�����������������������������������������
found in or you have left the State of West Virginia, you are hereby 
����
����	�������������	������������������������	����������������-
����������������������������������������!���	
���"����#$%"&�"�'&�
ORDER will remain in effect until SEPTEMBER 27, 2023.

The Respondent may appeal this Protective Order pursuant to WV 
Code §48-27-510, within 10 days of the date the Order was entered.

Issued this 29th day of June 23, 2023 at 10:21 a.m.

Clerk of the Court

LEGAL

(855) 935-2903
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TO:  RAYMOND BROWN
 904 PROCIOUS MAYSEL RD
 CLAY, WV 25043
 RAYMOND BROWN
 C/O JULIA CALLAGHAN, GAL
 600 MAIN STREET
 SUMMERSVILLE, WV 26651
 RAYMOND BROWN
 C/O HUTTONSVILLE CORRECTIONAL CENTER
 PO BOX 1
 HUTTONSVILLE, WV 26273
 BRANDY BROWN
 904 PROCIOUS MAYSEL RD
 CLAY, WV 25043

NOTICE OF SALE
Under authority of a certain Deed of Trust dated May 15, 2019, from Raymond Brown and Brandy 

Brown to J. Gregory Gency and Raymond G. Dodson, Trustees, securing Clay County Bank, Inc., a West 
���������	
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��	��
������������
�������
���!��
�-
mission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Trust Deed Book 144, at page 836, default having been made in 
the payment of the obligation secured by said Deed of Trust, and sale having been requested in writing by 
the holder of the indebtedness secured, the undersigned, Andrew C. Shaffer, Substitute Trustee, by virtue 
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��������������
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Miscellaneous Book 36, at page 584, will offer for sale at the front door of the Clay County Courthouse in 
Clay, West Virginia, on August 23, 2023, at 10:00 o’clock a.m., the certain real estate conveyed in said Deed 
of Trust, bounded and described as follows:

All that certain lot, tract or parcel of real estate, together with any and all improvements and buildings 
thereon, rights of way incidental thereto, and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate on Butler’s Two 
Run Creek, in Henry District, Clay County, West Virginia, and more particularly bounded and described 
as follows:

BEGINNING at a point in the edge of State Route 4, said point being at the base of a rock cliff and 
����
+������!�';�������<��
=��������!�������	�
$$���
��>���$)�?����������������������	���
�����$�����
degrees and traveling in said direction 1200 feet to a stake; thence in a northeasterly direction 80 degrees 
and traveling approximately 1250 feet to the outside boundary of the original tract and also a point in 
line common with Butcher property; thence with the outside lines of the original tract of land and 
adjoining property owners running toward State Route 4, to the place of beginning, containing twenty-
�F���	��$��
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one-fourth of the original tract of land from which this conveyance is a part and shall be the southeasterly 
one-fourth of said original tract of land.
Being the same property conveyed unto Raymond Brown and Brandy Brown by that certain deed dated 
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Clay County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 212, at page 573.

This conveyance will also be made subject to any and all reservations, exceptions, restrictions, rights 
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visible on the ground.

This property will be conveyed by Trustee together with the hereditaments thereof and all building, 
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or be otherwise treated or deemed as a part of the land described herein, all of which is included in the term 
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built-in appliances of every kind, boilers, machinery, motors, wall-to-wall carpeting, storm doors and win-
dows, awnings and all furnishings attached to the property.

The above-described real estate will be conveyed by the undersigned Trustee to the purchaser by deed 
containing a Covenant of Special Warranty and subject to all liens, reservations and exceptions appearing 
in the record of title, and to the lien of all unpaid taxes, if any, which are entitled to priority over the lien of 
the aforesaid deed of frust. Purchaser must pay all transfer taxes, delinquent or current real estate taxes, title 
search and any costs related to recording of any Deed from the Trustee herein.

TERMS OF SALE
"�!�$�		�$$����<������$�������!�'�\�
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of sale with the balance to be paid within 30 days from date of sale. The above-described real estate will be 
sold by the undersigned Trustee by auction to the highest bidder subject to the right of the Trustee to reject 
all bids if in his opinion they are inadequate. The owner of the indebtedness secured by the above-described 
deeds of trust and the owner of any other interest in the properties to be sold shall have the right to bid.

CONTINUANCE OR ADJOURNMENT OF SALE
The Trustee reserves the right to continue the sale, or adjourn the sale for a time, or from time to time, 

and the place of sale, as hereinabove set forth, or any continuance or adjournment thereof.
Dated: June 29, 2023  

    Andrew C. Shaffer, Trustee

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
Notice is hereby given that Wayne King, Attorney, residing in Clay County, West Virginia, as Successor 

Trustee, in accordance with the terms and provisions of that certain Deed of Trust signed and acknowledged on 
the 1st day of September, 2020 by ��������	�
�����, borrower���	
������������*��	��
������������
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County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Trust Deed Book 147, at page 735, said Deed of Trust 
executed securing a promissory note payable to �������������������, lender will offer for public sale the 
property described therein and hereinafter, said sale ordered by the secured party therein as a result of default by 
����$����&�$��O��P�Y�����������<
��
=���

The property to be offered for public sale is those certain tracts or parcels of land, together with the improve-
ments thereon and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate, lying and being in UNION DISTRICT, Clay 
County, West Virginia, described as follows:

 Please See ���������� attached to this Notice of Sale and made a part hereof for description of 
 property/properties offered for sale and the property currently has an address of Near Mouth Porter 
 North of Route 2, Clendenin, WV 25045
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This sale and conveyance to purchaser is made subject to all reservations, exceptions, out-conveyances and 
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TERMS OF SALE: CASH (MINIMUM OF 10% SALE PRICE on date of sale, balance within ten (10) days 
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      Wayne King, Successor Trustee
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All that certain lot, tract or parcel of real estate, together with any building or improvements thereon, rights 
and rights of way incidental thereto, and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate on the south side of Elk 
River, at the mouth of Porter’s Creek, in Union District, Clay County, West Virginia, more particularly bounded 
and described as follows:

BEGINNING at the mouth of Porter’s Creek, on the south side of Elk River: thence up said river and binding 
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There is excepted and reserved from the above-described real estate, and not conveyed hereby, the following 
out-conveyances of record, to wit:
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It is understood and agreed by and between the parties that the residue of the above-described tract  parcel of 
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And, for the consideration aforesaid, the Grantors do hereby further grant unto the Grantee, his heirs, succes-
sors and assigns, the non-exclusive right to use, jointly all who have or may hereafter be granted alike right, that 
certain access road indicated in purple and further designated as “Access Road” on the print [map/plat] of record 
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successors and assigns, with a means of ingress and egress, and is partially shown on the plat attached hereto and 
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The Grantors grant and convey unto the said Grantee, his heirs, successors and assigns the non-exclusive right 
to use in common with the others who have or may hereafter be granted a like right, that certain 20’ right of way 
along the eastern boundary line of the aforesaid Lots 1 & 2, being part of the property herein conveyed, which is 
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The Grantors further grant and convey unto the said his heirs, successors and assigns, all their right, title and 
interest in and to that certain Right-of-Way and Easement Agreement, dated February 20, 2007, by and between 
Randall Krise, et ux, and Michael Fry & Michael McCoy, Grantors herein, and all the rights, privileges, right-of-
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This conveyance is further made subject to that certain Boundary Line Collection Agreement, dated December 
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
TARIFF FORM NO. 10

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO CHANGE RATES
(Tariff Rule 19-A)

CASE NO. 23-0254-PWD-19A
CLAY-ROANE PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT

*��(��(�(�����!ZO
������<��	�#��F�	��_�$���	�������=����������<��	�#��F�	���
���$$�
��
��|�$�����-
�������$�"����	���
����P��$�������	���$�������$�����	�����$��
�������$�����=�����$��F�	���
�����
+������!�
�;;�	�$�
���$�������!�����O
�����
�����$�|�$�����������

%���$�����
��������<��	�#��F�	���
���$$�
����F����F��=�������"����	���
��������	
����������	���$���
����$�����	�����$���$�������
���
��	�����������F�����
������
+������!��'(`�('�=��	���$����
F��������-
	���$��
��'����\�
F���	�����������$��%���	�������������	
������������$������$��
��
=${
RATES

    Current  O�	
�������
K��$��'���������
�$��$��������
���� �� ('�'�� �� (;�'�
*F���'���������
�$��$��������
���� �� '���`� �� '��;'

Minimum Charge�������
����
;��� ��	�������� �� �(�(�� �� ;���(
���� ��	�������� �� ����(� �� `;���
'� ��	�������� �� '�;�`�� �� '(;���
'Z'�(� ��	�������� �� (''���� �� (;'���
(� ��	�������� �� ����(�� �� ��(�;�
�� ��	�������� �� �`����� �� ��;�'(
�� ��	�������� �� '�;`���� �� '(;����
�� ��	�������� �� (''����� �� (;'����
�� ��	�������� �� ���(���� �� ��(;���

Leak Adjustment� �� ����� �� ��'�
"�!
�����$�������
���F��=�����#�������	
��������
�����
�����!��
�$
�
�������
���$$�
��=�<$�����===�

�$	�$�����=F��$���"�!
�����$�������
���
��$�� ����	�����������$�����	�����$���$���
�$
� ���=�������=������
�����'�����!$�
�����������
����<��	���
��
�����$��
��	���"�����
��$�$���!�<�������
����������
���������
�-
��$$�
��=�<$�����$��������Q#�<�������
�����X������
����!�<����������
�����>+�	���F��#�	�����!���<��	�
#��F�	���
���$$�
��
��|�$�������������*��Y
+��'(�(�'�Y�

�$�#���������$�
��|�$�����������(;�(��
��
����Z����F������
�������<��	�#��F�	���
���$$�
���%
�����������
���$$�
����������������^�$���	���
���
��
������
������F��=�������F�$������
����
��$�$���$��<��$��	��	��$��
����$
�$����������	�����������$�����	�����$�
$�
����<���
������

%����
���$$�
����!���
�������$�����	�����$�=��	����������$�����$��������������
����$$����������#����Z
��	
������������$�����	�����$�

CLAY-ROANE PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT
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Notice of Ancillary Filing without any Administration  to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
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Thursday, July 6, 2023 CLAY COUNTY FREE PRESS - 7   

 
A 
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD 
Sunday Night Services 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Everyone is welcome! 
Pastor: Paul E. Young 

B 
BELL CREEK 
COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
NO Scheduled Services 
At This Time 

BELL CREEK 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Dixie 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
with Services After 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Lee Holiday 
(304) 632-1135 

BETHEL BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah. 
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 

BETHEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, Porter Creek 
Road, Bomont, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Thursday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Junior Davis 

BICKMORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH located at Bick- 
more on Fola Road 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening services 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane 

BIG OTTER BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF IVYDALE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday prayer service 
and Bible Study 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Danny Richardson 

BIG UNION BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:15 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 1st, 
3rd and 4th 
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
2nd Sunday Communion 
Service 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Pete Shaffer 

BLUE KNOB CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Everyone is Welcome! 

BUFFALO VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday 
School 10:00 AM Worship 
Service 11:00 AM Sunday 
Evening Service 
6:00 PM 
Radio Broadcast, Sunday 
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV 
Summersville 
Everyone Welcome Pastor: 
John Pruitt 

BURKE MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH in 
Procious. Across Camp Creek 
Bridge on the left. Preaching 
Every Sunday 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study every Wednesday 
7:00 PM Pastor: Jerry 
Chandler 

C 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
LIZEMORE 
Prayer Service and Bible 
Study, Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Regular Service Sunday 
Nights at 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore 

CHURCH OF GOD 
BENTREE 
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Come and worship the Lord 
with us. 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr. 
CLAY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 

 
CLAY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship 11:00 AM. 
Everyone is Welcome! 
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins 
CLENDENIN UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Preaching 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:30 PM 
Pastor: Fred Walker 

CLIO COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Worship 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: George Stickland 

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall- 
ing Rock, Clay County 
Sunday Morning Worship 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 11:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM 
Teachings from the King 
James Bible 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Darris Barker 

CORNERSTONE 
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service/ 
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Roy Huffman 

E 
ELK RIVER BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Saturday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Brace Cook 

 
 

F 
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST 
TEMPLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Bret Wiley 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans 
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy 
Anderson 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bomont, WV 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
and 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Nick Bird 
Phone 304-548-6665 

FLAT FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Wednesday Prayer & Bible 
Study 6:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM 
Pastor: Chris Johnson 

FOLA MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Adults Bible Study 
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Daniel Tanner 

G 
GAULEY BRIDGE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 
11:00 AM 
Junior BYF/Senior BYF 
6:00 PM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/ 
Youth 7:00 PM 
GOSPEL LIGHT 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Located on Rt. 119 at the 
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday 
night services begin at 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. David Smith 
GROVES CREEK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Friday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Dean Rogers 

H 
HALLBURG BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00 
PM 
Pastor: Michael Jackson 

HARTLAND COMMUNITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb 

HORNERS FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening Youth 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Joe Dawson 

HOUSE OF PRAYER 
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel, 
WV (off Rt. 36) 
Pentecostal/Full Gospel 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM 
Pastor: (304) 587-2996 
(home), (304) 587-2703 
(church) 
Pastor: James R. Paxton 

 
I 
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bentree 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM. 
All ages welcome. Also 
have crafts, etc., all children 
welcome. 
Pastor: Larry Skaggs 

INDORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30 
Preaching Lunch 
12:30-1:30 PM 
Wednesday Service 
6:30-7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Stepp 

IVYDALE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 
Everyone Welcome! 
304-395-9990 
Pastor: Freddie Elliott 

 
 
J 
JODIE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Come Worship with Us! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Evening Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JOHNSON CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Vineyard Ridge 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN 
CHURCH 
103 Main Street, Clay 
Sunday 11:00 AM & 6 PM 
Tuesday 7:00 PM 
For more info call 304-632- 
1378 
Pastor: Ann Huddleston 

 
 
L 
LAUREL FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM 

 
LEATHERWOOD 
FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM 

LIBERTY ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Night: Bible 
Study/Prayer Meeting and 
Youth Group 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Barnhouse 

 
LICKFORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 every 
Sunday Morning 
Sunday Night Services 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Come worship with us! 
Pastor: Herb Vance 

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Mark Dudley 
Phone 304-286-5909 

LITTLE LAUREL 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: David McLaughlin 

LIVING GOD WORSHIP 
CENTER 
We invite you to come and 
worship with us. 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Cecil Lee 

LIZEMORE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM 
Church Service 11-12 Noon 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Robert Thomas 

M 
MAYSEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Monday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 

MAYSEL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Everyone Welcome 
Pastor: Jim Hamrick 

 
MIDDLE CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Osborne 

MT. OLIVE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 

Everyone welcome! 

MUD FORK CHURCH 
Sunday & Jr. Worship 
Service 10:00 AM Sunday 
School 11:00 AM Sunday 
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday 
Night & Jr. 

 
Church Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Christopher Stout 

N 
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday 
Morning at 10:00 AM 

Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Preaching, Prayer Meeting 
Wednesday at 7:30 PM 

NEW ANTIOCH 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Please join us in Praise! 
Pastor: Gary Walker 

NEWTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs 

NEWTON BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet- 

 
ing & Bible Study 7:00PM 
Pastor: Darius Walker 
Pastor Emeritus: Ron 
Fisher 

NOAH’S ARK FULL 
GOSPEL CHURCH 
Thursday 7:00 PM 
Sunday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr. 

O 
O’BRION ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching after Sunday 
School. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Pastor: James L. Balser 

OVAPA METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday at 
9:45 PM 
Sunday School 10:30 AM 
Sunday School on the 2nd 
Sunday is at 10:00 AM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Phone 304-587-2955 
Pastors: Cindy & Roger 
Dunlap 

OTTERLICK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Bible Study Thursday 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Gene Copen 

OTTERVALE ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday, 
except 5th, 11:00 AM 
Prayer Meeting Tuesday 
Evening 
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams 

P 
PEOPLES COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Take time out for Jesus, he 
took time our for you. 
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft 

PISGAH FREEWILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Bible Study 
& preaching 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Dennis Vance 

PLEASANT DALE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM 
Wednesday night Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Saturday Night Preaching 
Pastor: Wayne Litton 

PLEASANT HILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Wayne Smith 

PROCIOUS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Welcomes You! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:15 AM 
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: David Walker 

Q 
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C. 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Scott Means 

R 
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC 
CHURCH at Maysel 
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol- 
lowed by Religious Education 
9:30 AM 
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro 
SVD 
Pastoral Associates: Father 
Dominijus Boak SVD 

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Saturday Prayer Meeting 
7:00 PM 
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Delbert McKenzie 

RUSH FORK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
Singing or Preaching 
11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Come see us in church. 
Pastor: Harry Dobbins 

S 
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Thursday Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Jason Belt 

T 
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST 
Saturday Services 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 

Pastor: Hiram Lewis 

TRINITY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM. 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Clifford Samples 

U 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 
PM Everyone welcome 
Pastor: Don Dobbins 

UNITY GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Geoff Hamrick 

V 
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM 
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend. 

W 
WALLBACK 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun- 
days 9:45 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday Eve- 
ning 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell 

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: (304) 332-5503 
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins 

WALNUT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 AM 
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Lester Tanner 

WHITE PILGRIM 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Coon 

WHITESTAR 
TABERNACLE CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall 

WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Randy Tinney 

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE 
APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Come worship the Lord with 
us! 
Phone: (304) 587-7410 
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw 
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OPEN INTERVIEWS! 

APPLY AT
www.prestera/org/careers

Thursday and Friday 
July 6th and 7th
9:30am-3:30pm

602 Main Street, Clay WV
 

$11.50/HR, flexible shifts.
HS Diploma/GED required.
Valid Driver's License required.

Direct Service Provider

Part-time or Full-time shift.
Valid WV LPN or RN License.
Valid Driver's License.
Pay based on license.

Licensed Practical Nurse/Registered Nurse

  Here it is July 4th and the biggest things on peoples’ minds are fi reworks, camping, 
boating and hanging out with family while chomping down on some 4th of July chow off 
the grill.  Rightly so, too. We have reason to enjoy the freedom to put pancake syrup on a 
hot dog, don’t we?  Of course we do, but let’s not forget what those rockets’ red glare is all 
about.  Our national anthem proclaims, “And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting 
in air, gave proof through the night that our fl ag was still there.” There is no way that 
this article, along with twenty more volumes, could portray the history in detail of this 
United States even though the land is very young compared to other countries.  The his-
tory of this country started long before 1776 and continues to evolve everyday, sometimes 
good and sometimes not so good depending on your politics.

Change is inevitable and remembering history takes a backseat to everything else, es-
pecially in the classroom.  For instance, go and ask someone who Daniel Boone was or 
George Washington was.  Most youth will tell you exactly who he is…he wore a coonskin 
cap or he’s the guy on the quarter.  What was the Stamp Act? They will tell you it was 
a scene in a play they saw in New York.  How about the Boston Massacre?  Wasn’t that 
when that blonde headed man got killed by the Indians?  Daughters of Liberty?  Of course, 
they’re a group of women from Texas who stand behind people who don’t get a fair shake 
in life.  All these events and groups were part of the beginning of this country before 1776.  
It was a time when people got tired of the status quo of bowing to established orders; it was 
a time that people took control of their own lives.  So from 1775 to 1781, the American 
people fought against a powerful British Empire that was determined to control their fate 
as well as that of every newborn from that time forward.   However, those early people, 
with a minimum of fi re power, pitchforks and wooden canoes, overcame the armies and 
navies of that great country.

These determined people called themselves Patriots which infuriated the British and 

caused them to make mistakes that cost Britain the war - all because of a word.  It was 
a great political victory from the standpoint of a people who organized into colonies and 
declared their independence.  The war was a victory for people who could now fi nd their 
place in a society governed by their own neighbors.  However, like most good things, this 
utopia came to an end.  America has enjoyed freedoms, as well as endured diffi cult times 
of war, not only across the seas but also on our own turf.  In times of political upheaval, 
the fallout has shaken the very foundation of this country and the principles it was founded 
on. Unfortunately, that still happens to this day.  Will we ever get it right? Who knows? We 
still don’t have it set in stone and may never get it perfect.

The Revolutionary War took care of a lot of problems yet at the same time created just 
as many. The desire for freedom and autonomy started the process of the thirteen original 
colonies becoming the United States of America.  People have poured into the county over 
the years, and America has become a melting pot of a multitude of opinions and dissen-
sions. We seem to have become a people who have lost the ideas of what got this country 
started. Perhaps we need to refl ect on the desires of our forefathers and not focus solely 
on our own. 

Many of the working class families of that time endured some of the worst of condi-
tions, but because of those hard working generations who were inventors, story tellers, 
wood wrights, blacksmiths, loggers, pioneers, mountain men, trappers, farmers, and such, 
all of them built and rebuilt when all seemed lost and struggled to keep food on the table.  
It has been said that a ship doesn’t sink because of the water around it but due to the water 
that gets in it.  Those previous generations made it because they worked together to make 
life bearable and better for future generations and all the while kept the water at bay.  To-
day, it seems as if the water is getting in the ship from every direction, and America is in 
danger of sinking.

Those generations of people of our past looked at tragedy  as giving them a greater 
purpose and a chance to see life as being more than just about themselves; they became 
transcendental in their thoughts and in their actions.  Their lives, struggles and accom-
plishments should be taught in schools, not so much the political aspect but the people 
aspect, the resilience.  Government would not exist if not for the working people who 
keep the money train moving.  Government would not exist if not for people who had 
vision and created opportunity for those that had none.  Look into your own family tree 
and somewhere you will fi nd individuals who made a difference, who were among those 
helped build this country we call the United States of America. 

So, when you see the fi reworks, remember what they are about - a time when our an-
cestors fought and died to blaze the way for us to be free.  Freedom costs and not in any 
form of money can one pay for it. The only way to get freedom is through sacrifi ce of not 
only effort and time but also of lives.  Francis Scott Key, and no, he wasn’t a locksmith, 
was inspired to pen The Defense of Fort McHenry, otherwise known as The Star Spangled 
Banner, when the British navy fl eet attempted to bomb Fort McHenry in an attempt to take 
over the town.  The people and the fort stood strong, and the British were defeated.  The 
actions of the Patriots when this county was formed were a thing of beauty.  It is never 
over, though; hope is the last thing that dies within its people.  Let’s not let it die in our 
country.  “Oh, say does that star spangled banner yet wave o’er the land of the free and 
the home of the brave?”  Let not the last legacy of we the people be a bitter taste to the 
future of this county.  We all are Americans, like it or not, and there is a standard that we 
the people set long ago; let’s not lose sight of it.  Happy 4th.

Strong will and determination: a peoples’ story

Fireworks were on display at the levee in Charleston.  Allen Hamrick Photo

By Allen Hamrick

decline and limited opportunities for economic mobility. There 
are also lower numbers of college graduates and the continued 
decline of once-prominent state industries to consider. 

It all combines to create a situation where the state struggles 
on two different sides: on one end there is an issue with re-
taining the current and future workers already living here. And 
on the other end, there is an issue with attracting out-of-state 
workers and their families who might move into the state if its 
workforce was doing better. As issues mount, a growing group 
of nonprofi ts, academics, and local governments see address-
ing the former as the most immediate concern.

How nonprofi ts are bringing new energy to addressing 
West Virginia’s workforce woes

After wrapping up a stint in the Army and returning to his 
hometown, Huntington native Trey Chambers was working in 
a restaurant and considering going back to school. But he was 
in his mid-twenties and wasn’t sure college was the best op-
tion, particularly once the pandemic hit.

That’s when a boss told him about NewForce, a technical 
skills program that provides a free six-month training in soft-
ware development. Chambers was accepted last year, and after 
a busy few months juggling his restaurant job with front and 
back-end development training, he fi nished the program in 
January. 

Since then, he’s put his skills to use as a new web devel-
oper for Bulldog Creative, a Huntington advertising agency. 
In his current role he primarily helps create websites, using 
skills that he had struggled to build on his own before entering 
NewForce. 

“The only thing I had to risk was my time, and without this 
[opportunity] I would still be in the restaurant industry,” he 
said. 

In some ways, the start of Chambers’ story is common 
among young people in West Virginia, many of whom face 
diffi culty fi nding meaningful employment and gaining the 
skills vital to land better paying jobs. And to help address the 
problem, nonprofi ts like Generation West Virginia, which runs 
NewForce, have stepped in to help with job training as a way 
to slow the brain drain. 

“I think that in West Virginia we have grown up with the 
understanding that to be successful you have to leave,” said 
Alex Weld, the executive director of Generation West Virginia. 
“We’ve got to be better about celebrating the opportunities here 
and making those opportunities clear for West Virginians.” 

Besides NewForce, Generation West Virginia is also trying 
to keep more young people in West Virginia through a nine-
month fellowship program and its Career Connector, which 
connects job seekers and employers.

The resource was useful for Jessica Stidham, who moved to 
West Virginia with her husband in 2015. The Career Connector 
helped her land a new job as an assistant director of First As-
cent, a new program aimed at developing and retaining other 
young workers in the state. 

For her, addressing the state’s workforce crisis is crucial, not 
only to improve economic conditions, but also to give work-
ers something that she has found for herself here: a sense of 
fulfi llment. 

“It is one thing to have a job with a steady income, that’s 
defi nitely important,” she said. “But being able to work and 
travel and have a good quality of life and ability to enjoy natu-
ral resources has [also] been a big draw.” 

But job training and networks are only part of the solution. 
“A lot of the barriers to the workforce are human,” said 

Coalfi eld Development founder Brandon Dennison. The orga-
nization aims to reimagine Southern West Virginia’s economy, 
taking an area once dominated by coal and transforming it to 
handle new industries.

Part of doing that, Dennison says, means working with 
people who face bigger challenges than skill gaps: people in 
recovery, people who have struggled to gain employment, and 
others who have faced signifi cant barriers in a job search. 

“We see ourselves modeling a different and better way to do 
workforce development,” he said. “We know we can’t re-em-
ploy everyone that needs to be re-employed but we do create 
paid jobs for people who face severe barriers to employment.” 

Coalfi eld Development also plays a leading role in the Ap-
palachian Climate Technology, or ACT Now Coalition. The 
group includes several nonprofi ts, state universities, munici-
palities and local governments, unions, and other groups, all 
focused on improving both economic and environmental con-
ditions in the state. Last fall, the coalition was awarded a Build 
Back Better grant from the federal government, receiving 
$62.8 million and another $30 million in philanthropic funds 
to support its efforts.

Even so, nonprofi t leaders like Dennison and Weld do face 
diffi culties, especially with scale. Efforts to expand the work-
force require a lot of money, and nonprofi ts aren’t guaranteed 
to reach every person in need of help. This means that even 
with the progress independent groups have accomplished, 
deeper solutions, statewide solutions, remain necessary. 

Increasing West Virginia’s workforce requires a wide-
ranging list of solutions — many of them people-oriented

While the sorts of jobs and skills training offered by these 
nonprofi t organizations, government offi ces like Workforce 
WV, and local community and technical colleges are in de-
mand, closing a skills gap is only one aspect of what needs to 
be done to help West Virginia’s workforce.

There also needs to be a focus on what Deskins referred to 
as “human capital”: improving the conditions that affect a per-
son’s interest in and ability to work. That can include issues 
with transportation access, health, substance abuse, discrimi-
nation, and previous interactions with the justice system. 

Another factor that economists identifi ed as a particularly 
pressing — and potentially more easily solvable — issue is in-
creasing access to child care. The latter is an especially sig-
nifi cant factor for women, who have entered the workforce in 
signifi cant numbers in recent decades, but who are often the 
fi rst to leave due to child care reasons. West Virginia currently 
has the lowest female workforce participation rate in the coun-
try. 

“I think child care access is sort of an understudied thing in 
West Virginia, in terms of its contribution to labor force partici-
pation,” said Heather Stephens, the director of WVU’s Region-
al Research Institute. “We don’t have good child care access 
and that makes it very diffi cult for parents of young children.” 

The endgame goal then, is for a number of changes to hap-
pen that all contribute to better situations for workers. 

“I wish the problem was tax policy, because that is a prob-
lem that we could fi x easily,” Deskins said. “But if you have a 
bad drug abuse problem, a bad health problem, it takes a long 
time, years, to fi x those.”

This story was originally published by Mountain State Spot-
light. For more stories from Mountain State Spotlight, visit 
www.mountainstatespotlight.org.

Members of Generation West Virginia’s 2023 fellowship 
program listen to a presentation about career opportunities in 
tourism. Photo courtesy Generation West Virginia

Coalfi eld Development crew members and trainees work on 
a number of projects to help boost the workforce and revital-
ize the economy of Southern WV. Photo courtesy Coalfi eld 
Development
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