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In the last few years a special area has been developing 
in Clay County.  Dr. Christine Jones realized the two acre 
level space adjacent to the Big Otter Clinic could be bet-
ter utilized as a beautiful therapy area and walking trail 
with plants, benches, and a peaceful feeling for patients 
and the community. The fi rst successful grant allowed for 
excavating, leveling, and graveling a path in the space.  

The Braxton/Clay Master Gardener group became in-
volved with the project and was able to successfully earn 
the “Outside Classroom Grant” from Elk Conservation 
District. Suzie Legg, Melissa Dennison, Christi Boggs, 
and Aine Slabaugh prepared the grant and were very 
excited when it was approved! The grant funds will be 
utilized to purchase plants, display signage to identify 
plants, and add American Disabilities Act signs for the 
walking trail.

The Braxton/Clay Master Gardener group entered the 
“Boggs Walking Trail Project” and won the WVU Ex-
tension Project of the Year Award, which includes grant 
funds for additional plants and signage. The Master Gar-
dener group is memorializing past members for their 

service with a beautiful set of wind chimes which will 
be dedicated at a future date for Jeffrey Wright and Judy 
Bean from Braxton, and Karen Hutchins, Bob Osborne, 
and Miriam Hopkins from Clay County.  Pictured are sev-
eral of the Braxton/Clay Master Gardeners who recently 
spent an evening weeding and caring for the trail.  Marian 
Agostino, Beth Atkins, and Dina Weiss are also members 
of Judy’s Garden Club, Appalachian District.

Future developments would include obtaining funds to 
pave the quarter mile walking trail.  Visitors and patients 
are encouraged to walk the path and enjoy the tranquility 
and beauty of nature surrounding them. 

This trail has blossomed from Dr. Jones’ initial plan 
emerging from a need during the pandemic to a space 
where folks from Clay, Braxton, Calhoun, Roane, and 
Nicholas County come to visit and walk the inviting path.  
The true beauty of this project is evidenced by the com-
munity that has embraced the area and donated funds, 
plants, painted rocks and wooden benches. Many thanks 
to all who have invested time, talents, funds and well 
wishes for this special setting.

Boggs Walking Trail Project 
Continues Development  

Suzie Legg, Marian Agostino, Mary Grandon, Beth Atkins,Dina Weiss, Tony Slabaugh, Aine Slabaugh are 
members of Braxton/Clay Master Gardeners maintaining the Trail gardens. 

Marian and Dina are pictured maintaining the 
gardens.

Flowers along the trail. 

Rail Explorers awarded contract for 
Dundon rail excursions

Soon the track will come alive once again. Photo (old bridge over Buffalo Creek at Sand Fork Creek)

See “Rail Explorers”                                                           Continued on Page 10

The 90-page draft report previews how offi cials 
plan to expand internet access and affordability in the 

Mountain State.

By P.R. Lockhart for Mountain State Spotlight
Accessing the internet is often a complicated issue in 

West Virginia, and the state historically ranks as one of 
the worst in the country for broadband. After years of 
failed internet promises, missed opportunities and fund-
ing struggles, state offi cials hope that a $1.2 billion in-
fusion of federal cash will fi nally help West Virginians 
connect. 

As it prepares for that federal money, the state is start-
ing to provide more clarity on the exact issues the cash 
might address. Earlier this month, the West Virginia Of-
fi ce of Broadband released a draft of its digital equity 
plan, explaining how various disadvantaged groups in 
the state struggle with internet access and the improve-
ments that could make things easier. The 90-page report 
specifi cally focuses on the needs of these communi-
ties, and members of the public have been encouraged 
to submit feedback on the draft during a 30-day com-
ment period that will end in late August. The state is also 
encouraging residents to fi ll out a broadband survey by 
the end of July, which will be used to better understand 
the types of issues people face with internet access and 
what improvements they want to see. 

The digital equity plan will also likely be part of a 
larger fi ve-year broadband expansion plan currently in 
the works. Both reports will be submitted to the federal 
government in the near future. 

“This is a generational opportunity that comes around 
once in a lifetime, and we’re going to utilize this money 
to its fullest extent,” Mitch Carmichael, secretary of the 
state Department of Economic Development, told an au-
dience at this week’s West Virginia Broadband Summit. 

Here’s what you need to know about the state’s newest 
broadband report, and what the draft plan reveals about 
West Virginia’s internet priorities moving forward.

Plans for improving broadband are still under de-
velopment — but some early priorities are becoming 
clear

Because the state is still very early in the planning 
process, much of the current draft report focuses on ex-
plaining the state’s current problems rather than high-
lighting specifi c solutions. But the draft plan does offer 
some insight into what are likely early priorities for state 
offi cials seeking to better understand exactly what’s 
wrong with West Virginia’s internet coverage.

For example, the report focuses heavily on how West 

West Virginia is still 
fi guring out exactly 

how it wants to 
improve broadband. 
A new report shows 
some early priorities

Clay County to receive Bipartisan Safer 
Communities Act funding

The West Virginia Department of Education 
(WVDE) is pleased to announce the 2024 Nita M. 
Lowey 21st Century Community Learning Centers 
(21st CCLC) grant award recipients. Local educa-
tional and youth service organizations will receive 
grants to support high-quality, academic-focused 
afterschool programs across the state. Funds are 
renewable for up to fi ve years, contingent upon 
continued U.S. Department of Education (USDE) 
support, and grantees implementing and sustaining 
programs that meet federal and state requirements.

The 21st CCLC grant recipients are World Vision, 
Inc., Barbour County; The Boys and Girls Club of 
the Eastern Panhandle, Berkeley County; Southern 
Educational Services Cooperative, Fayette, Sum-
mers and Webster Counties; Step By Step, Inc., 
Kanawha County; Marion County Schools; and 
Playmates Preschool and Childcare Centers, Inc., 
Wayne County.

These afterschool programs offer students access 

WV Department of 
Education Announces 

21st Century Community 
Learning Centers Grant 

Recipients

WVDEP                      Continued on Page 6

Broadband                       Continued on Page 7
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central regional jail

Jillian Ruth Cain
Booked 8/5/23

Possession of a controlled 
substance, battery

Zachary Allen Canfi eld
Booked 8/2/23

Child neglect resulting in in-
jury, fel. consp., gross neglect

Mark Anthony Moyers
Booked 8/5/23

Possession of a controlled 
substance

Faith Ranee Elswick
Booked 8/3/23

Domestic battery

Manuel Lee Nichols
Booked 8/4/23

Attempted homicide

Kaylee Marie Adkins
Booked 8/3/23

Capias

Derrick Ray Bever
Booked 8/1/23

Probation violation

Kaitlyn Cierra Bostic
Booked 8/6/23

Obst. an offi cer, dest. of prop., 
assault L.E.O poss.marijuana

Tina Fay Conard
Booked 8/2/23

Probation violation

Joshua Andrew Fleshman
Booked 8/5/23
Sexual assault

Matthew James Hammons
Booked 8/4/23

Probation violation

Larry Ray Hanna
Booked 8/7/23

Fugitive from justice

Ronny Lee Hinkle
Booked 8/4/23

Trespassing, asked leave

Joshua Lee Ross
Booked 8/4/23

Driving suspended, ob-
structing an offi cer

Robert David Walko Jr.
Booked 8/5/23

Domestic battery

Puzzle Answers

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim inde-pendence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Ino-gen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296
DISH NETWORK: Only from Dish- 3 
year TV Price Guarantee! 99% Signal 
Reliability, backed by guarantee. In-

cludes Multi-Sport with NFL Redzone. 
Switch and Get a FREE $100 Gift Card. 
Call today! 1-855-736-4350
CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
home internet with EarthLink. Enjoy 
speeds from 5G and 4G LTE networks, 
no contracts, easy installation, and data 
plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-230-3640
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard In-stallation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government program 
for recipi-ents of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veter-ans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus of-fer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-833-317-1335

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 

free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!
HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-chase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being re-viewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Dis-tribution. Call 
for Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-
6435 or visit dorranceinfo.com/WV
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301
UP TO $15,000 .00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv
SAFE STEP. North Americas #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

Wednesday, August 23, 2023 Docket Schedule 
for Magistrate: Rider, Charles “Jeff:”

 

09:00 AM, State v. Eric Dale Smith, Bench Trial, Driving while li-
cense revoked – DUI, Improper use of evidences of registration, Un-
safe and improperly equipped vehicles, Operation of vehicles with 
safety belts, Registration card to be signed, carried and exhibited on 
demand.(Regist. Unsigned), License to be carried and exhibited on 
demand 

09:30 AM, State v. Teddy Mark Taylor II, Bench Trial, Domestic 
Battery

10:00 AM, State v. Ronald Lee Payne, Bench Trial, Driving while 
license revoked – DUI, Operation without cert. inspection or failure 
to produce certificate; Expiration of registration and certificates of 
title

10:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench 
Trial, Obtaining money, property and servic-
es by false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

10:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench 
Trial, Obtaining money, property and servic-
es by false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

10:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench 
Trial, Obtaining money, property and servic-
es by false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

10:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench 
Trial, Obtaining money, property and servic-
es by false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

10:30 AM, State v. Leslie A White, Bench 
Trial, Obtaining money, property and servic-
es by false pretenses; penalties. (Larceny) 

11:00 AM, State v. Angela Kathleen Stut-
ler, Bench Trial, Batter

01:00 PM, State v. Christopher Scott Live-
ly, Bench Trial, Persons prohibited from pos-
sessing firearms

01:30 PM, State v. Anthony J. Hamrick, 
Bench Trial, Domestic Battery, Domestic As-
sault

02:00 PM, State v. Jennifer L Douglas, 
Bench Trial, Driving while license suspended 
or revoked, Operation without cert. inspec-
tion or failure to produce certificate

02:00 PM, State v. Jennifer L Douglas, 
Bench Trial, No Insurance, Improper use of 
evidences of registration 

02:00 PM, State v. Jennifer Lenore Doug-
las, Bench Trial, Driving while license sus-
pended or revoked; No vehicle insurance 

02:30 PM, State v. James Ernest Ryan Jr., 
Bench Trial, Knowingly or intentionally pos-
sessing a controlled substance without a val-
id prescription,  

03:00 PM, State v. Robert Daniel Dennis, 
Bench Trial, Unsafe and improperly equipped 
vehicles, No vehicle insurance 

•  The 1966 Class of Clay County High School will have a get together on September 16, 2023 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at the Clay High School. Come join us! Dinner will be served at the school by 
the Clay High School Alumni Association. 

•  Attention CCHS Class of 1953: Are you interested in attending our 70th year reunion dur-
ing the Golden Delicious Apple Festival on Saturday, Sept. 16 at CCHS?  If so, please let Muriel 
Whaling Sizemore or Yvonne Hart King know soon.  Muriel’s address is 307 Price Street,   Min-
eral Wells, WV 26150 and her number is 304-489-2958.  Yvonne’s address is 113 Center Street, 
Glenville, WV 26351, and her number is 304-462-7856. It’s been at least 10 years since our last 
reunion, and we aren’t getting any younger!  See you in September?

•  The Clay County Middle School afterschool program is still seeking donated sewing ma-
chines. If you have a working portable sewing machine that you no longer need and would like 
to donate to a beginning sewist, please drop it off at the Clay County Library earmarked for the 
CCMS sewing class. The manual would be great to have with the machine. Please, include your 
contact information. In the case that the class is too small for the number of machines that may be 
donated, leave a note saying what you want done with it. Thank you in advance for your support!

•  The Clay County WIC offi ce located at 452 Main Street in Clay is open to serve the public 
every Monday and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

braxton county clay county nicholas county

nicholas county
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THE BAPTIST CLASSROOM
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

Fairness

Gentler Lights
By: Jospeh J. Mazella

Knowing Everything Is a 
Blessing and a Curse

By: Dr. James Snyder

Home Country
By: Slim Randles

This Detroit born singer was hailed as “The First Lady 
of Motown.” She was the fi rst to record for Motown, the 
fi rst to have a top ten single on Motown, and the fi rst to 
have a #1 hit on Motown (My Guy, May, ‘65).  In 1965, 
after a successful lawsuit against Motown for using profi ts 
from her song to promote The Supremes, she was released 
from her contract and left Motown. Who was she?

 
Answer to last week’s Trivia: The American pianist 

and songwriter from New Orleans who was one of the 
pioneers of rock & roll, charted almost 70 songs between 
1955-1959, had 11 top ten hits, fi ve singles that sold over 
a million copies each, never had a #1 hit, and was among 
the fi rst to be inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
was: Antoine Dominique Domino (Fats). 

The other night it was hot. Hot during the day, hot at night. Heat seems to define this time of 
year for us, in many ways.

  But in spite of that, after a day in the outdoors, we built a fire. A small fire. A “hat” fire, 
which mountain people define as one you can put in your hat. Why so small? Because it was 
hot and we didn’t need the heat. Why the fire? Because we need the fire.

  It is the hearth. It is the touchstone to our past. It is a link with countless generations of 
ancestors who have sat here looking at the flames licking up on the chunks of firewood and 
taking us back endless years, countless years, to what was then. Through the flames and later 
the glow of the coals, we can see things that we can’t see at any other time. We can hear music 
in the crackling. We can be comforted by the fire, which is our best friend as well as a potential 
destroyer, at the same time.

  How many times have we looked into the flames of a small fire, just like this? It’s beyond 
counting. Sometimes the fire has been in a fireplace with all kinds of louvers and vents and 
controls, and yet even then we shut off the lights and sat quietly, looking into the fire and 
taking ourselves back to our beginnings. It is important that we do this, so important to our 

emotional health that we willingly pay extra 
for a modern city house or apartment that has 
a fireplace.

  It doesn’t make any sense at all.
  No sense at all until you look into the fire 

and those same questions come along. Who 
am I? Am I doing what I’m supposed to be do-
ing? Is my life being spent for the right things? 
What more can I be doing? 

  Do we remember other fires in faraway 
places? Places where the weather is different, 
the animals are different, the people are differ-
ent. Remember using wood from other kinds 
of trees? Remember sitting around the fire 
with others who are only with us now during 
these quiet times by the fire and in the sanctu-
ary of memory?

  We ask ourselves these questions, but the 
answers can only be found in the silent glow-
ing of the coals, and we can only hope we 
stack up right in the long run.

  Because when we look into the coals, at the 
end of a long day, it’s our way of going home.

-------------
Leather that looks much better than when 

the cow was using it. Use your imagination. 
www.artvincentleather.com.

I knew it was going to be a bad fireworks season this year when I saw so many different tents 
selling them to the public. I was right too. The bangs and booms started before the first of July 
and lasted way past the fourth. I have never been a big fan of fireworks since I was a boy. It was 
then that a local fair set off a huge show near our house and I saw how the noise terrified our 
dogs. I sat on the floor with them during the whole show, holding their shaking bodies.

I know a lot of people enjoy the colorful light shows the fireworks can put on at times. They 
can be bright, brash, and beautiful. Still, I find that I prefer the gentler lights of summer to these 
noisy ones. I love seeing the moon rising above the hills in the evening. It’s gentle, smiling 
face always reminds me that God loves me and is watching over me from above. The sparkling 
stars too always look so heavenly and divine when you take the time to look up into the skies 
and watch them shine. I also love the beautiful, blinking lights of the fireflies this time of the 
year. Seeing their lovely, little lights as they fly around always fills my heart with joy and light 
as well. It nourishes my soul and reminds me of what a glorious world we live in. And it makes 
me want to thank our Heavenly Father for creating it.

I think we all might do better to nurture and grow the gentler lights within ourselves. Our so-
ciety seems to praise and admire those who come off as booming and brash. It seeks to shower 
attention on them. It seeks to look only at the surface and ignore the light within. The gentler 
lights, however, the lights of love, kindness, goodness, and joy are Heaven sent. They are meant 
to be shared. They are meant to be shined. And when we do so, our souls glow.

May you always shine your gentle, loving light. It will help you grow brighter each day. And 
it will prepare you for our true Home where the Love and Light never ends.

Proverbs 11:1- “A false balance is an abomination to the LORD: but a just weight is his delight.”
A false balance is when a person cheats someone using a faulty scale. If I sell you a pound of potatoes, 

you pay for a pound of potatoes; you expect that in return. But if my scale is purposefully defective, and 
you only get half a pound, I’ve done a terrible thing. I lied by telling you I’ll sell you one thing and not 
provide it. You were deceived with a scale that ought to represent something true and dependable. I’ve 
coveted your goods, stolen from you by taking money for something I did not provide. It’s wicked from 
start to finish. Our God is faithful, good, and holy, and a false balance is contrary to His ways and harmful 
to His creatures. It is a curse and a blight upon society at large. When the common, agreed-upon standard 
is eroded, it hurts the public’s trust in anything. That’s why it’s frustrating when you see politicians break 
the law and get a stern warning that would land me and you in a prison cell. When there is injustice in the 
land, people lose all trust, and society starts to break apart. 

 A just weight is God’s delight because it’s true. It’s an agreed-upon standard that we all judge by. The 
playing field is level, and we play by the same rules.

In our dealings with people, we should always be accurate and represent everything fairly. When we sell 
someone something, it ought to be what we say it is. We shouldn’t try to deceive people or pull a fast one 
over on someone else. 

I should not judge my enemy by one standard and my friends by another. My fairness should not be flex-
ible and pliable, depending on who I’m dealing with. When we judge other people’s doctrines, we should 
be fair to what they believe. I should not expect someone to deal with my doctrine with open-mindedness, 
but then think it is acceptable to call them names and accuse them of saying things they don’t say. 

The Scripture is my balance. I should weigh my actions, doctrine, and dealings with others by the stan-
dard of God’s Holy Word. In Leviticus 19:33-35, the Lord instructs the Israelites how to treat the foreigner 
who comes to their land. The law said to love him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: 
I am the LORD your God.” The Israelites were a foreign people and were treated poorly. They should 
remember that and treat others like they would have liked to be treated, and part of that is fairness with 
judgment. 

The Lord is righteous in all His judgments. That’s bad news for a guilty person. The wages of sin is 
death. But in God’s mercy, He sent His Son to die as a substitute, to pay the debt of divine justice for all 
who come to Him in faith. 

If you ever spent more than fi ve minutes with me, you would 
conclude that I do not know everything. I would agree 100%.

It is not bad that I don’t know everything. I know today more 
than I knew ten years ago, if that is any consolation.

The thing that is surprising to me is that I do not know what 
I need to know when I need to know it.

Although I struggle with not knowing everything, I don’t 
make it a priority in my life. I accept that I do not know every-
thing, and if I can learn something new, I’m all for it.

This is not true for everyone in our house. The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage, according to my experience, knows 
just about everything. Even though I have known her for over 
50 years, I still can’t understand how she’s reached that point.

It’s been a blessing because when I can’t do something, I ask 
her; she knows it, and more than that, she can explain it to me.

A few years ago, her vehicle broke down. I don’t remember 
what was wrong with it, but we had it towed to the garage to 
fi x. I took my wife to the garage with her vehicle.

When we got there, she walked in to talk to the mechanic. 
This was our fi rst time at this repair shop, so we didn’t know 
them, and they didn’t know us. But The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage told him what was wrong with her vehicle and 
what he needed to do to fi x it.

He looked at me, then back at her, and said, “Yes, ma’am. I’ll 
take care of your vehicle.”

When we went to pick up her vehicle, the mechanic said, 
“Ma’am, how did you know what was wrong with your ve-
hicle and furthermore how did you know how to fi x it?”

She went into a long explanation, and I just smiled.
When she fi nished explaining, he looked at her and asked, 

“Would you like a job here?”
It’s good to have someone in the house who knows every-

thing. Someone who knows what’s wrong but, more impor-
tantly, someone who knows how to fi x it.

That night around the dinner table, we chuckled at the day’s 
events.

Knowing everything can be a great blessing, but it can also 
be a curse.

When it comes to thrift store shops within a 100-mile radius 
of our home, The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage knows 
them all and everything about them. She is a regular visitor to 
every one of them. Not only does she know them, but every-
body knows her.

I know where all the McDonald’s restaurants are, but that’s 
my limit. After all, they do have Apple Fritters.

Monday this past week, The Gracious Mistress of the Par-
sonage went grocery shopping in the next town. When she got 
home, I could see she was very frustrated. I couldn’t under-
stand her frustration, and sometimes I’m cautious about asking.

So all I said was, “How was your shopping trip?”
“Grrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr.”
I was concerned because I knew at this point she was frus-

trated about something.
“Do you know,” she said as frustrated as I’ve ever seen her, 

“that there’s a new thrift store just 5 miles from our house? That 
thrift store has been there for over a year, and I didn’t know 
about it.”

I was almost as shocked as she was because that did not 
seem real. How dare a thrift store shop open up without telling 
her? Nobody in the other thrift stores even mentioned it to her, 
which was strange.

How this information slipped by my wife is a mystery above 
my pay grade. It shows that even when you know everything, 
there is something you don’t know.

I knew that the next several days were going to be diffi cult 
until she was able to go and visit that new thrift store shop. I 
was tempted to go along with her, but under the stress of the 
situation, I thought it was not a good idea.

I have a good idea very few times, and this was one of those 
times.

When she returned from visiting the new thrift store shop, 
her face was all aglow. There was a wonderful smile on her 
face while she carried a basket full of items from the store.

Looking at me, she said, “I had the most wonderful time at 
that new thrift store shop. It’s a wonderful place and I got to 
know everybody there.”

It certainly wasn’t surprising to me. Now she knows all the 
thrift store shops in the area, for which she was very grateful.

If anybody wants to know what thrift store they should visit, 
my wife asks, “What are you looking for?” When they tell her, 
she then tells them which one to go to and how much they can 
expect to pay for that item.

I’ve learned that wisdom is a vital aspect of life. A Bible 
verse that says this is James 1:5, “If any of you lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him.”

When I recognize how short I am on knowledge, I then can 
come to God who is liberal in His giving of knowledge. My 
choice is, rely on my wisdom or the wisdom of God. That’s the 
only wisdom I can trust.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.jamessnyderminis-
tries.com.
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Charles Edward (“Ed-
die”) Ray, 63, a resident 
of Wallback, passed 
away on Thursday, Au-
gust 3, 2023, with his 
family at his side.

Born on April 21, 
1960, in Sutton, WV, he 
was the son of Arthur 
“Ed” Ray and Charlotte 
James Ray.

Eddie graduated 
from Clay County High 
School in 1978. Soon 
after, he joined the 
United States Navy. In 
the Navy, he served for 
eight years and achieved 
the rank of Petty Offi cer 
1st Class. During his 
time in active duty, he 
served aboard the USS 
Simon Bolivar, a naval 
submarine.

Eddie loved to hunt, 
fi sh, and watch West 
Virginia Mountaineer 
football and basket-
ball. But most of all, 
he loved spending time 

Charles Edward 
Ray

relaxing with his fam-
ily and worshipping 
the Lord. He attended 
church as much as he 
could and regularly tes-
tifi ed to anyone who 
would listen.

Survivors include his 
wife, Lisa Keeley Ray; 
his son, Darren, and 
daughter, Lori; his par-
ents, Ed and Charlotte 
Ray; his sister, Sherri 
(Bill) Bennett; and sev-
eral nieces and neph-
ews.

The family would 
like to specifi cally 
thank Dr. Scott Mitch-
ell from Edwards Com-
prehensive Cancer Cen-
ter, Kanawha County 
Hospice, and his nurse 
Amy.

Funeral Services 
were held at Wilson-
Shamblin-Smith Funer-
al Home on Monday, 
August 7, 2023. Visita-
tion opened to the pub-
lic at 10 a.m., and ser-
vices begin at 11 a.m. 
Afterwards, there was a 
private family burial at 
Donel C. Kinnard Me-
morial State Veterans 
Cemetery.

Contributions in his 
memory can be made to 
Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect at https://support.
woundedwarriorpro-
ject.org.

Crystal Dawn Mur-
phy, 50, of Chloe 
passed away on July 
22, 2023, surrounded 
by her loved ones. 
She was born on June 
11, 1973, to Russell 
(Lisa) Murphy of 
Dog Run and Kathy 
Arnold Murphy of 
Nebo. 

She was a 1991 
graduate of Clay 
County High School. 
Crystal is survived 
by her children Sa-
die Murphy, Michael 
Murphy and Jesse 
Murphy. She had one 
grandson, Ezra James 
Turner. She is also 
survived by her pa-
ternal grandmother, 
Nancy Murphy, and 
by her brothers Rus-
sell “Russ” (Jenni-
fer) Murphy III and 
Shawn (Amber) Mur-
phy, both of Clay. 

In honoring Crys-
tal’s wishes, she was 
cremated and a me-
morial service will be 
held at a later date. 

She will be remem-
bered for her funny, 
outgoing and eccen-
tric personality. Crys-
tal will be missed by 
family, friends and 
loved ones. 

Crystal Dawn 
Murphy

The following events hap-
pened on these dates in histo-
ry. To read more, go toe-WV: 
The West Virginia Encyclo-
pedia at www.wvencyclope-
dia.org.

Aug. 9, 1916: A storm front 
from the northwest dumped 
nearly six inches of rain in 
less than fi ve hours on the 
headwaters of Cabin Creek 
in eastern Kanawha Coun-
ty; 71 people died, and 900 
homes were destroyed in the 
fl ood.
Aug. 9, 1954: Don Chafi n 
died in Huntington. As sher-
iff of Logan County, Chafi n 
was a bitter foe of union or-
ganizers and, with fi nancial 
support from coal compa-
nies, used his many deputies 
to keep labor organizers out 
of the county.
Aug. 10, 1920: General 
Frank Kendall “Pete” Ever-
est Jr. was born in Fairmont. 
Everest was a military avia-
tor and a pioneer in U.S. 
rocket plane fl ying. In 1956, 
he fl ew the X-2 at Mach 3, 
exceeding 1,900 miles per 
hour and breaking the record 
of Chuck Yeager, his rival 
and close contemporary.
Aug. 11, 1844:Emanuel Wil-
lis Wilson was born at Harp-
ers Ferry. He served as the 

seventh governor of West 
Virginia from 1885 to 1890.
Aug. 11, 1994: The Canaan 
Valley National Wildlife 
Refuge became the 500th 
refuge in the National Wild-
life Refuge system. It is one 
of the largest and most di-
verse freshwater wetland 
areas in central and southern 
Appalachia.
Aug. 12, 1937: Author Wal-
ter Dean Myers was born 
in Martinsburg. In January 
2012, Myers was named the 
National Ambassador for 
Young People’s Literature by 
the Library of Congress. He 
died in 2014.
Aug. 12, 1997: The Wheel-
ing-Pittsburgh Steel strike 
ended when 79 percent of 
the workers approved a new 
contract. The 10-month 
walkout was the longest steel 
manufacturing strike on re-
cord when it concluded.

Aug. 13, 1900: Railroad mo-
gul and founder of Hunting-
ton, Collis Potter Hunting-
ton, died. Raised in poverty, 
Huntington went west when 
gold was discovered in Cali-
fornia. There he became rich, 

not from mining but by sell-
ing supplies to miners.
Aug. 13, 2018: The House  of 
Delegates adopted articles of 
impeachment against all sit-
ting justices of the Supreme 
Court of Appeals.
Aug. 14, 1894: Entertainer 
Ada Beatrice Queen Victoria 
Louise Virginia “Bricktop” 
Smith was born at Alderson. 
She performed in Paris in the 
1920s and opened her own 
club, called the Music Box, 
in 1926.

Aug. 14, 1943: Astronaut 
Jon Andrew McBride was 
born in Charleston. McBride 
became an astronaut in 1979 
and piloted the space shuttle 
Challenger on an eight-day 
mission in 1984.
Aug. 15, 1867: The corner-
stone for the fi rst building of 
the Fairmont Branch Normal 
School was laid at the corner 
of Adams and Quincy streets 
in the heart of town. The fi rst 
class of students occupied 
the new building in April 
1869. That school became 
Fairmont State University.
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John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC

We love kids!
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 
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 NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO CHANGE
PURCHASED GAS RATES

Notice is hereby given that Peoples Gas WV LLC, a public utility, 
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IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

THAT BEING THE JUVENILE COURT OF SAID COUNTY
IN RE: State v. N.L.N.    Case Nos. 23-JA-24

In the matter of N.L.N., and the unknown whereabouts of Tiffany 
Kinter, Adult Respondent Mother of said infant.

 ORDER OF PUBLICATION
 And
 NOTICE OF ANSWER

To:  Tiffany Kinter
 (The object of this action is to notify the Adult Respondent 
(��
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�����������	���
���	����9�����
Respondent Mother may answer the same to protect her interest.)
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West Virginia, on the 7th day of July 2023, and assigned Case Num-
bers 23-JA-24, wherein it is alleged that the Adult Respondent Mother 
of the Infant Respondent, N.L.N. (DOB: 07/03/23) is Tiffany Kinter, 
and that said Infant Respondent be placed in the custody of the West 
Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources, with said In-
fant Respondent remaining in the care, custody and control of the said 
Department since that time in accordance with WV Code §49-6-3. 
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and you have the right to have counsel present at all stages of these 
proceedings and ALL PROCEEDINGS CAN RESULT IN THE PER-
MANENT TERMINATION OF CUSTODIAL AND PARENTAL 
RIGHTS TO SAID INFANT CHILD.

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that Adult Respondent Mother, Tif-
fany Kinter, shall appear before the Honorable Jack Alsop on 30th day 
of August 2023, at 2:30 p.m., at the Clay County Courthouse, 246 
Main Street, Clay, West Virginia, otherwise judgment by default will 
be taken against them at any time thereafter, and termination of your 
custodial and parental rights may be ordered by the Court.

9���4
����	��������������������������������5��
������������
�����-
cuit Clerk of Clay County, West Virginia at the Clay County Court-
house, Clay West Virginia.

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES, CHILD PRO-
TECTIVE SERVICES DIVISION
BY: Jim E. Samples, Prosecuting Attorney, Clay County, West Virginia
Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 26th day of July, 2023. 

Clerk of the Court

Tariff Form No. 8-C
(Tariff Rule 14.2 et seq. (Historical Rule 30-C)
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.
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Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, WV 25323.
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C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (833) 317-1335

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time 
co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

YOU QUALIFY for Free 
Internet if you receive 
Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pension, 
���������	
�
��
���
Lifeline and Tribal.

Call 1-833-274-3943
for a free consultation.

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.

MKT-P0240

to learning and development support, homework assis-
tance, tutoring, assistance in obtaining state educational 
standards and enrichment activities that complement 
their regular academic programs during out-of-school 
times. Grantees are also required to engage parents and 
caregivers in their children’s learning.

Additionally, the 2022 federal Bipartisan Safer Com-
munities Act provided funding to organizations not in-
cluded in the 21st CCLC grant cycle. These counties pro-
vide afterschool programs for middle and/or high school 
students and include:

Boone County Schools
Cabell County Schools
Clay County Schools
Greenbrier County Schools
Hardy County Schools
Lincoln County Schools
McDowell County Schools
Monroe County Schools
Raleigh County Schools
Summers County Schools
Wayne County Schools
Wyoming County Schools

BE SAFE ON THE WATER 
THIS SUMMER

HELP WANTED
Help Wanted: Ameri-
care in Beckley will be 
hiring a Case Manager 
to cover Clay, Fayette, 
Kanawha and Raleigh 
counties. Qualifi ed ap-
plicants must be a LSW, 
RN or have a 4 year Hu-
man Service related de-
gree. Competitive ben-
efi t package with a great 
fl exible work schedule. 
For more information, 
please contact Lori 
Walker at 304-644-8303 
and email a resume to 
lwalker@mtstatehome-
health.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: Some-
one to paint ceilings. 
Call 304-286-4476 for 
more information.
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■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 964-4167 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 964-4167

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.

You’ll look forward 
to looking back.
A last-minute summer getaway is at your fingertips. 
Pack up the car and take the family on a trip enriched 
with history and scenic beauty before the season ends.

WVtourism.com/NCHA

New River Gorge
National Park and Preserve

The West Virginia Governor’s Highway 
Safety Program (GHSP) is urging drivers on 
West Virginia roads to buckle up during the 
statewide Click It or Ticket high-visibility en-
forcement mobilization that runs from August 
4-20, 2023. This mobilization is part of the 
GHSP’s continual efforts to increase seat belt 
usage in West Virginia.

“We want seat belt use to be an automatic 
habit for drivers and passengers alike,” said 
Gov. Jim Justice.

In 2021, 40 percent of all passenger vehicle 
occupants killed in crashes in West Virginia 
were unrestrained. To help save lives, we need 
to step up seat belt enforcement, day and night.

Rural drivers may believe that their crash 
exposure is lower, but in 2021, 62 percent of 
total vehicle fatalities in West Virginia oc-
curred in rural locations, compared to 38 per-
cent in urban locations.

“We will keep working to spread the mes-
sage that seat belts save lives until every per-
son in every vehicle is correctly buckled up. 
Too many people die on our roads because 
they were not buckled. Just one death is one 
too many,” said GHSP Occupant Protection 
Program Coordinator Amy Boggs. “A seat belt 
is your best protection against death or injury 
should you be in a vehicle crash.”

Law enforcement officers across West Vir-
ginia will be out in full force, ticketing drivers 
who are caught traveling without a correctly 
buckled seat belt or transporting unrestrained 
children. This statewide seat belt campaign is 
aimed at enforcing seat belt use to help keep 
all vehicle occupants safe.

Wearing your seat belt is required by law. 
Don’t just buckle up to avoid a ticket. The val-
ues of our families’ and friends’ lives in West 

Virginia are incalculable. The $25 violators 
pay if ticketed pales in comparison to the lives 
of the people we love most. If you are caught 
driving while unbuckled and you get a ticket, 
look at it as your wakeup call. A ticket is far 
less expensive than paying with your life or 
the lives of your family and friends.

“At our current seat belt usage rate of 92.5 
percent, unbuckled drivers or passengers have 
a 20.10 times higher likelihood of being killed 
if they are in a crash. The reality is: seat belts 
save lives. Not buckling up is not worth the 
risk. Click It. Don’t Risk It,” concluded Boggs.

For more information about the West Virgin-
ia Governor’s Highway Safety Program, visit 
highwaysafety.wv.gov or call 304-926-2509.

The West Virginia Department of Health and 
Human Resources (DHHR) reminds parents 
of West Virginia students of the importance 
of remaining up to date with vaccinations as 
the back-to-school season approaches. Chil-
dren who are current with their vaccinations 
will automatically meet school immunization 
requirements.

All children entering school in West Vir-
ginia for the first time in grades K-12 must 
show proof of immunization against diphthe-
ria, pertussis, tetanus, polio, measles, mumps, 
rubella, varicella, and hepatitis B unless prop-
erly medically exempted. All children enter-
ing school in West Virginia in grades 7 and 
12 must show proof of immunization against 
diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, and meningo-
coccal disease unless properly medically ex-
empted.

“As families, students, educators, and coun-
ty school systems prepare for the upcoming 
school year, it is important to receive vac-
cinations in a timely manner to help prevent 
potentially fatal or severe illnesses, including 
diphtheria, measles, mumps, rubella, polio, 
tetanus, whooping cough (pertussis) and oth-
ers,” said Dr. Matthew Christiansen, Commis-
sioner for DHHR’s Bureau for Public Health 
and State Health Officer. “Parents are encour-
aged to discuss their child’s vaccination sta-
tus with their primary care provider or local 
health department.”

For more information on West Virginia vac-
cine requirements, please visit oeps.wv.gov/
immunizations/Pages/immunization_Require-
ments.aspx. 

To view and apply for careers in the public 
health field, visit dhhr.wv.gov/Pages/Career-
Opportunities.aspx. 

CLICK IT. DON’T RISK IT.

DHHR Reminds Parents of 
West Virginia Immunization 

Requirements for Back-to-School

Virginia’s unserved areas, the parts of the state where there is little or no internet access at all, desperately need 
to be connected. State officials have previously noted that these communities are a priority in the broadband 
effort. An estimated 35% of West Virginians live in an area that is either unserved or underserved when it 
comes to internet access. 

The report also focuses on affordability and accessibility, noting that increasing access to the internet will 
mean little if it’s still unattainable for a large number of people. The draft report suggests that the state sees 
the existing Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP), a federal program that allows qualified households to 
pay far less — and in some cases nothing at all — for internet, as one possible solution to the problem. But 
also crucial is improving internet skills, be that in the basic digital knowledge of West Virginians, or in their 
improved comfort with devices like laptops and smartphones.

Access to the internet and internet-capable devices are a major problem 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, almost every West Virginian (97%) falls into one of eight groups, or 

“covered populations”, that have historically used the internet at lower rates. These groups, which include 
older individuals, veterans, incarcerated people, rural residents and communities of color, are being targeted 
by the federal effort to help disadvantaged communities. West Virginia has the highest percentage of cov-
ered groups in the country, marking it as a state that desperately needs improved internet access. 

The draft plan highlights a key problem plaguing these groups and the Mountain State’s broadband more 
broadly: many people don’t have access to the internet, and even when people can connect, their internet is 
often low-quality, slow, and inconsistent. 

But understanding exactly how many people are affected by these problems and where they live has been 
difficult. Earlier this year, West Virginia officials challenged how the federal government maps out the num-
ber of households with internet access in the state, arguing that the federal maps missed more than 100,000 
people. State leaders eventually opted to create their own maps in addition to the updated federal ones. 

And in a very rural state, geography is another big problem when it comes to determining how to expand 
broadband. “Metrics that just count the number of people in a square mile don’t work in West Virginia be-
cause of the geography,” said Joshua Meadows, the director of Data Driven WV, a group of WVU professors 
and students helping to analyze data about internet access and potential areas of need. 

The problem, he notes, prompted his group to find new ways to determine how people in the most rural 
parts of the state struggle to access the internet. 

Meadows’ group is part of the state’s Core Planning Team, a large group of organizations working with 
the West Virginia Office of Broadband to help analyze data, collect feedback from regional listening ses-
sions and state surveys, and connect with other state agencies. Members of the group, which includes 
nonprofits, institutions like West Virginia University and Marshall University, private companies, and the 
state’s Department of Economic Development, are also looking into best practices to expand internet access.   

Unfortunately, the issue isn’t just about access. Just 88% of West Virginians have internet-capable devices 
like laptops, smartphones, desktops and tablets. That’s lower than the U.S. as a whole, where 93% of people 
have a device that can access the internet. 

West Virginia already has early goals for how many people it wants to connect
A clearer picture of exactly how the state plans to connect people will likely emerge in the coming 

months, but the state has already made some of its early connection goals clear. The draft report includes 
some targets for how many people the state wants to help, especially when it comes to internet affordability, 
increased access to devices, and building basic digital skills and knowledge. 

One goal, for example, calls for the state to increase the number of households participating in the Af-
fordable Connectivity Program. More than 300,000 households in West Virginia are eligible, but many peo-
ple still do not know about the program. Officials want to increase the number of participating households 
from just above 100,000 to roughly 250,000 by 2028, the report notes that the state is working with local 
colleges and universities to help increase awareness of the program and is also using the new FCC maps to 
reach areas with coverage gaps. 

State officials have also pinpointed the need to improve residents’ digital literacy skills so that more 
people can not only access the internet but know how to use it effectively. The report notes that the state 
will aim to improve the basic digital skills of West Virginians by at least 15%, adding that officials hope to 
partner with public libraries and community organizations to provide training to state residents. Officials 
have used public listening sessions, paper surveys, and other methods to help collect information about what 
skills West Virginians need, and plan to do more outreach in the future. 

The state will release more information about its broadband effort in the future, and the first part of the 
broadband money could arrive next year. As things get underway, those working on the state effort say the 
goal is ultimately to help expand access to a crucial service. 

“Broadband is the 21st century utility, it’s part of how we engage in society,” said Elizabeth Vitullo, the 
assistant dean of strategic initiatives at the WVU Chambers College of Business and Economics and the lead 
of Startup WV, another member of the state’s Core Planning Team. “I think that when we get this connectiv-
ity issue solved, we’re going to see the state be propelled forward in incredible ways.”

Broadband                                                                                          Continued from Front
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A 
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD 
Sunday Night Services 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Everyone is welcome! 
Pastor: Paul E. Young 

B 
BELL CREEK 
COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
NO Scheduled Services 
At This Time 

BELL CREEK 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Dixie 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
with Services After 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Lee Holiday 
(304) 632-1135 

BETHEL BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah. 
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 

BETHEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, Porter Creek 
Road, Bomont, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Thursday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Junior Davis 

BICKMORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH located at Bick- 
more on Fola Road 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening services 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane 

BIG OTTER BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF IVYDALE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday prayer service 
and Bible Study 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Danny Richardson 

BIG UNION BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:15 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 1st, 
3rd and 4th 
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
2nd Sunday Communion 
Service 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Pete Shaffer 

BLUE KNOB CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Everyone is Welcome! 

BUFFALO VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday 
School 10:00 AM Worship 
Service 11:00 AM Sunday 
Evening Service 
6:00 PM 
Radio Broadcast, Sunday 
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV 
Summersville 
Everyone Welcome Pastor: 
John Pruitt 

BURKE MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH in 
Procious. Across Camp Creek 
Bridge on the left. Preaching 
Every Sunday 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study every Wednesday 
7:00 PM Pastor: Jerry 
Chandler 

C 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
LIZEMORE 
Prayer Service and Bible 
Study, Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Regular Service Sunday 
Nights at 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore 

CHURCH OF GOD 
BENTREE 
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Come and worship the Lord 
with us. 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr. 
CLAY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 

 
CLAY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship 11:00 AM. 
Everyone is Welcome! 
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins 
CLENDENIN UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Preaching 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:30 PM 
Pastor: Fred Walker 

CLIO COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Worship 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: George Stickland 

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall- 
ing Rock, Clay County 
Sunday Morning Worship 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 11:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM 
Teachings from the King 
James Bible 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Darris Barker 

CORNERSTONE 
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service/ 
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Roy Huffman 

E 
ELK RIVER BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Saturday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Brace Cook 

 
 

F 
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST 
TEMPLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Bret Wiley 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans 
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy 
Anderson 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bomont, WV 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
and 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Nick Bird 
Phone 304-548-6665 

FLAT FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Wednesday Prayer & Bible 
Study 6:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM 
Pastor: Chris Johnson 

FOLA MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Adults Bible Study 
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Daniel Tanner 

G 
GAULEY BRIDGE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 
11:00 AM 
Junior BYF/Senior BYF 
6:00 PM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/ 
Youth 7:00 PM 
GOSPEL LIGHT 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Located on Rt. 119 at the 
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday 
night services begin at 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. David Smith 
GROVES CREEK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Friday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Dean Rogers 

H 
HALLBURG BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00 
PM 
Pastor: Michael Jackson 

HARTLAND COMMUNITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb 

HORNERS FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening Youth 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Joe Dawson 

HOUSE OF PRAYER 
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel, 
WV (off Rt. 36) 
Pentecostal/Full Gospel 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM 
Pastor: (304) 587-2996 
(home), (304) 587-2703 
(church) 
Pastor: James R. Paxton 

 
I 
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bentree 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM. 
All ages welcome. Also 
have crafts, etc., all children 
welcome. 
Pastor: Larry Skaggs 

INDORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30 
Preaching Lunch 
12:30-1:30 PM 
Wednesday Service 
6:30-7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Stepp 

IVYDALE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 
Everyone Welcome! 
304-395-9990 
Pastor: Freddie Elliott 

 
 
J 
JODIE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Come Worship with Us! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Evening Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JOHNSON CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Vineyard Ridge 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN 
CHURCH 
103 Main Street, Clay 
Sunday 11:00 AM & 6 PM 
Tuesday 7:00 PM 
For more info call 304-632- 
1378 
Pastor: Ann Huddleston 

 
 
L 
LAUREL FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM 

 
LEATHERWOOD 
FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM 

LIBERTY ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Night: Bible 
Study/Prayer Meeting and 
Youth Group 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Barnhouse 

 
LICKFORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 every 
Sunday Morning 
Sunday Night Services 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Come worship with us! 
Pastor: Herb Vance 

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Mark Dudley 
Phone 304-286-5909 

LITTLE LAUREL 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: David McLaughlin 

LIVING GOD WORSHIP 
CENTER 
We invite you to come and 
worship with us. 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Cecil Lee 

LIZEMORE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM 
Church Service 11-12 Noon 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Robert Thomas 

M 
MAYSEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Monday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 

MAYSEL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Everyone Welcome 
Pastor: Jim Hamrick 

 
MIDDLE CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Osborne 

MT. OLIVE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 

Everyone welcome! 

MUD FORK CHURCH 
Sunday & Jr. Worship 
Service 10:00 AM Sunday 
School 11:00 AM Sunday 
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday 
Night & Jr. 

 
Church Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Christopher Stout 

N 
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday 
Morning at 10:00 AM 

Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Preaching, Prayer Meeting 
Wednesday at 7:30 PM 

NEW ANTIOCH 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Please join us in Praise! 
Pastor: Gary Walker 

NEWTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs 

NEWTON BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet- 

 
ing & Bible Study 7:00PM 
Pastor: Darius Walker 
Pastor Emeritus: Ron 
Fisher 

NOAH’S ARK FULL 
GOSPEL CHURCH 
Thursday 7:00 PM 
Sunday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr. 

O 
O’BRION ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching after Sunday 
School. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Pastor: James L. Balser 

OVAPA METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday at 
9:45 PM 
Sunday School 10:30 AM 
Sunday School on the 2nd 
Sunday is at 10:00 AM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Phone 304-587-2955 
Pastors: Cindy & Roger 
Dunlap 

OTTERLICK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Bible Study Thursday 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Gene Copen 

OTTERVALE ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday, 
except 5th, 11:00 AM 
Prayer Meeting Tuesday 
Evening 
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams 

P 
PEOPLES COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Take time out for Jesus, he 
took time our for you. 
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft 

PISGAH FREEWILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Bible Study 
& preaching 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Dennis Vance 

PLEASANT DALE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM 
Wednesday night Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Saturday Night Preaching 
Pastor: Wayne Litton 

PLEASANT HILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Wayne Smith 

PROCIOUS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Welcomes You! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:15 AM 
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: David Walker 

Q 
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C. 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Scott Means 

R 
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC 
CHURCH at Maysel 
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol- 
lowed by Religious Education 
9:30 AM 
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro 
SVD 
Pastoral Associates: Father 
Dominijus Boak SVD 

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Saturday Prayer Meeting 
7:00 PM 
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Delbert McKenzie 

RUSH FORK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
Singing or Preaching 
11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Come see us in church. 
Pastor: Harry Dobbins 

S 
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Thursday Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Jason Belt 

T 
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST 
Saturday Services 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 

Pastor: Hiram Lewis 

TRINITY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM. 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Clifford Samples 

U 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 
PM Everyone welcome 
Pastor: Don Dobbins 

UNITY GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Geoff Hamrick 

V 
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM 
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend. 

W 
WALLBACK 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun- 
days 9:45 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday Eve- 
ning 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell 

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: (304) 332-5503 
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins 

WALNUT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 AM 
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Lester Tanner 

WHITE PILGRIM 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Coon 

WHITESTAR 
TABERNACLE CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall 

WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Randy Tinney 

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE 
APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Come worship the Lord with 
us! 
Phone: (304) 587-7410 
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw 
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CHAMPION BATTERIES! 
BETTER WARRANTY AND LOWER CHECK OUT 

NEW LINE OF PRICES! 
HDX16L-----------------------------------------------------------------------$72.99 

24MSX-------------------------------------------------------------------------$99.99 

27MDC------------------------------------------------------------------------$189.99 

24F------------------------------------------------------------------------------$145.99 

25----------------------------------------------------------------------------------$79.99 

26R------------------------------------------------------------------------------$129.99 

34----------------------------------------------------------------------------------$85.99 

51----------------------------------------------------------------------------------$66.99 

X35------------------------------------------------------------------------------$134.99 

X65--------------------------------------------------------------------------------$96.99 

LAWN MOWER BATTERY U1RSM -$65.99 
LAWN MOWER BATTERY U1SM-$60.99 

ATV/GEN BATTERY  
EPX12B-FA--------------------------------------------------------------------$69.99 

EPX14----------------------------------------------------------------------------$76.99 

 
 
 
 

ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 
 
 

 
 

 
�  
�  
�  

 
� Proline Synthetic Blend Motor Oil –All Weights-$5.99 
� AW 32 or 46 Hydraulic Oil-5 Gallon-$48.99 
� Mufket DEF- 21/2 Gallon-$10.99 
� 5 qt Mastercraft 5w20 & 5w30Syn Blend $34.99 
� Stihl Mixing Oil-One Gallon Mix-reg $1.99 Synthetic Mix -$3.49 
� Mountain Shine Auto Detail & Cleaner-$$5.99 
� Glacier Guard universal antifreeze-Gallon-$9.99 
� Now in Stock-Large Selection of Chain Saw Chains & Bars at the 

best price!!! 
� Great Selection of Lawn Mower Belts- Prices Starting at $2.99 
� 5Qt Proline 5w20 or 5w30-$27.99 
� Bar & Chain Oil Gallon-$16.99 
� Large Selection of Wiper Blades- Price Starting At $2.99 
� All Fluids Needed for Your Car at Great Prices 

 
Call us for best prices on parts for your car! 

 
Most parts are in stock or next day! 

 
We have replacement parts available for your lawn mowers 

And chain saws! 
 

     CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
CARS, VANS 

TRUCKS & SUV’S 
 
2016 Chevy Sonic-Auto, Tilt & Cruise, Red       $ 6,999.00            
2013 Ram 1500-V8, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White               $17,999.00 
2013 Hyundai Elantra-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black     $ 8,499.00 
2012 Honda Crosstour- V6, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise,      $ 9,999.00 
2011 Chevy Cruze-Turbo-A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Red      $ 7,999.00 
2010 Toyota Corolla-Auto, A/C and Tilt, White      $ 8,999.00 
2008 Toyota Avalon-Auto, V6, Many Options Including A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black  $ 4,999.00 
2004 Mercedes Benz-c-class-V6, Auto, A/C Tilt & Cruise, Many More Option Blue  $ 5,999.00 
             
            

304-286-4671 
304-286-3802 

1-866-682-3958 
     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 

2012 Honda Crosstour 

2011 Chevy Cruze 

2004 Mercedes Benz 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS HR 205/55/16 $99.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS TR 215/60/16 $104.99 

MASTERCRAFT SRT TR 225/65/16 $114.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS HR 225/65/17 $114.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS HR 235/55/17 $119.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP TR 265/70/16 $149.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 256/70/17 $159.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT TR 265/65/18 $159.99 

 
ATV TIRES 

 
CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 

25X8X12 $119.99 
25X10X12 $139.99 

 
CARLISLE AT 489 
25X8X12 $114.99 
25X10X12 $119.99 

 
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITORS PRICES! 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO AVAILIBILTY/WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 
FREE MOUNT & BALANCE WITH PURCHASE. 

 

 
 

FREE ROTATION OF TIRES DOWN TO 2/32 OF TREAD! 

 

FEATURE VEHICLE 
 

 
 

2008 TOYOTA AVALON 
 
 

THIS HAS A V6 WITH A 6-SPEED AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION, AIR CONDITIONING, POWER 

SUNROOF, ALLOY WHEELS, AM/FM RADIO 
WITH CD/CASSETTE PLAYER,CRUISE 

CONTROL, POWER DOOR LOCKS AND 
WINDOWS! 

Great in-store deals! 
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By Allen Hamrick
These days, it is time to get the walking sticks, wad-

ers or whatever you term as outing gear and get out of 
your comfort zone to experience the wild nature that 
surrounds us.  West Virginia has many untamed rivers 
and streams, mountainous beauty, forgotten wilderness 
and trails to be rediscovered that are teeming with the 
rich history of our own Almost Heaven.  There are many 
hiking and biking trails that will get your heart pump-
ing right here in Clay’s great outdoors.  In addition, the 
stage is set for the old railroad along Buffalo Creek to 
come to life once again and be a destination spot for 
many across this country.  If you love a challenge, this 
will be it.

Rail Explorers, a company that started its business in 
New York, has been awarded the contract to run their 
cars on the newly renovated BC&G railroad from Dun-
don to just past Swandale, 28 miles round trip.  The com-

pany has expanded its operations throughout the country 
and will soon call Clay County one of their home spots.   
Their cars are easy to pedal and are perfect for family 
fun; some of the cars will be electric assisted so that the 
adventure can be fun younger and older folks alike.  

There will soon be changes in Dundon, as well. The 
company leased the whole campground plus the lodge 
to give visitors a great place to stay and visit.  The plans 
are still in the drawing room, so to speak, but are on the 
way. Rail Explorers will arrive at some point in Sep-
tember to start the makeover and hire their fi rst people 
to run the rail cars.  The projected opening date for the 
rides is April 1, 2024.  Rail Explorers will also begin 
hiring their seasonal workers as well.  So, if you’re in-
terested in a good job, keep your eyes peeled for notices.  
Rail Explorers has a lot of plans and will be a great ben-
efi t to the future of this county.  

So, it is time to enjoy the great outdoors whether you 

hunt, fi sh, go off-roading, read a book in the midst of na-
ture, hike the mountains, mountain bike or kayak.  There 
are many roads in this state that are untraveled and unex-
plored by many of the people who call this state home. I 
have traveled this state and abroad, and there is so much 
one can get involved with here in our county and in our 
state.   The new rail bikes will be a ton of fun; many 
have experienced it fi rst-hand prior to the rebuilding of 
the rails and are coming back for more.  Have you ever 
wanted to know what you couldn’t see beyond the last 
curve of the track?  Now, you will be able to. 

Mark your calendar right now for April1, 2024, and 
be prepared for a ton of fun. Make it part of your bucket 
list and hit the rails.  This ride will open your eyes to the 
past and rejuvenate your lungs to fresh air that can only 
be found in the wilderness. You owe it to yourself to 
take advantage of the opportunities in this county- hik-
ing, fi shing, canoeing and biking and soon the rail cars.  

Away with the old, in with the new

Rail Explorers awarded contract 
for Dundon rail excursions

Gov. Jim Justice an-
nounced this week that 
West Virginia will soon 
be opening its 36th state 
park, Summersville Lake 
State Park. The north-
ern shore of the state’s 
largest lake in Nicholas 
County will be trans-
formed into a premiere 
outdoor adventure park 
in one of West Virginia’s 
most iconic spots. 

A bill that will offi -
cially designate the land 
as a state park was sent 
to the West Virginia Leg-
islature by Gov. Justice. 
Once the bill is passed 
by the Legislature and 
signed by the Governor, 
new recreational oppor-
tunities at the park will 
be opened to the public. 
As the state’s fi rst new 
park added in more than 
30 years, this designation 
is symbolic of the recent 
growth in West Virginia’s 
tourism industry.

“I couldn’t be more 
proud to announce our 
newest State Park,” Gov. 
Justice said. “Summers-
ville Lake is an iconic 
place in our beautiful 
state fi lled with a lot of 

special memories that 
span generations of fami-
lies. Now, all those who 
travel to Summersville 
Lake will be treated to 
the greatest outdoor ad-
venture park in the coun-
try on the shores of our 
state’s largest lake. 

“The opportunity to 
add another State Park is 
a testament to the major 
impact that our invest-
ments in tourism and in 
our parks is having in 
West Virginia. I thank the 
Legislature for agreeing 
with me and supporting 
these investments, and I 
thank all those that work 
hard every day to operate 
our parks and market our 
state to the world. I can’t 
wait to see people from 
far and wide enjoying 
Summersville Lake State 
Park very soon.”

The 177-acre park is 
perched on the northern 
shore of the state’s larg-
est and most picturesque 
lakes. The lake has been 
a national and interna-
tional destination known 
for its clear blue waters 
and unique rock forma-
tions since opening in 

1966. Estimates show 
more than 1 million visi-
tors enjoy watersports 
there each year. The new 
park, just off US-19, 
will immediately open 
the lake to additional 
recreational activities 
such as hiking, biking, 
and picnicking. The new 
park also includes an ad-
ditional parking lot for 
those coming to enjoy 
the incredible views and 
world-class outdoor rec-
reation.

The site is slated to 
be developed through a 
public-private partner-
ship and the amenities 
will make it the greatest 
outdoor adventure park 
in the country.  Planned 
amenities include addi-
tional climbing and boul-

dering opportunities, 
hiking and biking trails, 
water activities, aerial 
sports, camping, cabins, 
and more. The Division 
of Natural Resources 
will host a public meet-
ing in the near future to 
receive input from the 
public. 

This development 
comes on the heels of a 
historic investment in 
our state park system. 
State Parks are complet-
ing more than $150 mil-
lion in improvements, 
which include upgrades 
at every single state-op-
erated lodge and every 
cabin across the state. 
Last year’s state park 
revenue was the fourth 
year of record-breaking 
revenue, showing growth 

both in in-state visitation 
and out-of-state visita-
tion.  

An event will be held 
in the near future to offi -
cially designate the park 
and open it to the public.

“Our state parks would 
not be where they are 
today without Governor 
Justice’s vision. When 
he came into offi ce, we 
had tens of millions in 
deferred maintenance 
and declining revenues” 
said Secretary of the 
West Virginia Depart-
ment of Tourism Chelsea 
Ruby. “I’m thrilled to 
stand beside him today 
as we celebrate more 
than 150 million in in-
vestments, record rev-
enue, and our fi rst new 
state park in more than 
30 years. We could not 
be more appreciative of 
the Legislature’s contin-
ued support of our in-
vestments in expanding 
and improving recreation 
in our great state. West 
Virginia has truly be-
come a national leader.”

 “Under the Gov-
ernor’s leadership, West 

Virginia State Parks just 
fi nished another record 
year, and I’m just thrilled 
to see us add another 177 
acres into our state parks 
system,” said Director of 
the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resourc-
es Brett McMillion, who 
oversees the State Park 
system. “We are looking 
forward to adding Sum-
mersville Lake as our 
36th park and spending 
the next couple of months 
hearing from West Vir-
ginians on the amenities 
they’d like to see added 
in Nicholas County.”

“Summersville Lake al-
ready has international-
ly-known amenities, and 
we are looking forward 
to greatly enhancing the 
visitor experience with 
this park,” said Secretary 
of the West Virginia De-
partment of Commerce 
James Bailey, who over-
sees the Division of Nat-
ural Resources. “With 
Governor Justice’s vi-
sion, we’re going to de-
velop this site to make it 
the nation’s premier out-
door adventure park.”

Summersville Lake to become West Virginia’s newest State Park
177 acres on the state’s largest lake to become the 36th West Virginia State Park


