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How to get your best photos this fall

Learning to control your camera gets the best results. By Allen Hamrick.

See “Fall Photos”                                                                  Continued on Page 10

The Braxton/Clay County Master Gardener members 
attended the Adopt-A-Highway Volunteer Appreciation 
Day.  This event is held the fi rst Saturday in August each 
year.  The locations change to accommodate volunteers 
throughout the state.  This event was held this year at the 
Tamarack in Beckley.

The Master Gardeners have adopted a spot on Rt. 4 
near the Nottingham Bridge. Cleanups are done twice a 
year, once in the spring and another in the fall.  Safety is 
of the outmost importance.  Safety videos must be com-
pleted the safety equipment is provided by the DOH.

During this event the members were treated to bingo 
games and an art class.  There were activities for chil-
dren with bounce houses and other activities.  The kids 
were treated to prizes for their participation.  Bingo priz-
es were awarded and prizes were given for completing 
and presenting paintings.  A delicious lunch was served.

Groups were presented service awards.  Speeches 
were given by DOH personnel and gratitude was ex-
pressed to the volunteers for making West Virginia 
shine.

The Master Gardeners were presented a certifi cate for 
removing 1,450 pounds of litter since adoption.  

From the Master Gardeners, thank you for your sup-
port!

Braxton/Clay Master 
Gardeners Attend 
Appreciation Day

The Civil-Military 
Innovation Institute 
(CMI2), based in Mor-
gantown, West Vir-
ginia, is marking the 
first year of a signed 
collaboration agree-
ment with Saab, com-
bining CMI2’s capabil-
ity to bridge the gaps 
in defense innovation 
and technology experi-
mentation with Saab’s 
expertise in advanced 
training solutions. The 
alliance blends CMI2’s 
focus on experimenta-
tion and training at its 
Adaptive Experimen-
tation Facility in Fola, 
West Virginia, with 
Saab’s focus on produc-
ing and implementing 
advanced military train-
ing systems to improve 
Soldier and warfighter 
readiness. 

The first full year of 
the collaboration be-
tween CMI2 and Saab 
boasts numerous suc-
cessful events via part-
nerships with the Unit-

ed States Army Combat 
Capabilities Develop-
ment Command (DEV-
COM), the 101st 
Airborne, and 82nd Air-
borne Divisions. Most 
recently, in July 2023, 
CMI2 engaged Saab to 
support Soldiers from 
the West Virginia Army 
National Guard.

“Our collaboration 
with CMI2 combines 
our world leading mili-
tary training solutions 
and their capabilities 
in experimentation to 
create something truly 
unique – a live     train-
ing environment that 
forces adaptive think-
ing to fulfill our cus-
tomers’ unique and ever 
evolving training re-
quirements,” said Erik 
Smith, President and 
CEO of Saab in the U.S. 
“I’m proud of what our 
two organizations have 
been able to accomplish 
in such a short amount 
of time.”

The CMI2 Fola site is 

a stand-alone training 
and experimentation 
facility designed to en-
able Soldiers, Marines, 
Special Operators, and 
other groups to conduct 
live free-play events 
to evaluate new tech-
nologies in a realistic 
training environment. 
Saab’s collaboration 
with CMI2 combines its 
training solutions and 
CMI2’s capabilities in 
experimentation to cre-
ate a unique,  austere 
and challenging train-
ing environment.   

“The beauty of this 
collaboration is that 
CMI2 and Saab are 
implementing a one-
of-a-kind offering that 
includes the ability to 
perform technology ex-
perimentation and ad-
vanced training in the 
same location,” said 
CMI2 founder Dr. Ze-
novy Wowczuk. “This 
collaboration also in-
cludes creating a joint 
office and innovation 

facility at the Fola site.”
In mid-April, CMI2 

and Saab collaborated 
to host the second of 
three successful Driv-
ing Innovation in Re-
alistic Training (DIRT) 
Days, where more than 
300 military person-
nel participated in and 
field-tested emerging 
tactics and technol-
ogy while bolstering 
their operation skill 
sets through challeng-
ing, realistic exercises 
in the rugged terrain of 
Clay County, West Vir-
ginia.

  “CMI2 not only es-
tablished a collabora-
tion with an internation-
al company the caliber 
of Saab, but they have 
found a leading defense 
company who’s also in-
vesting in West Virginia 
and hiring West Virgin-
ians,” said Governor 
Jim Justice. “Together, 
these two companies 
are building a one-of-a-
kind military capability 
right here in the Moun-
tain State, which will 
no doubt be the premier 
training space for the 
next decade.”

Built on a reclaimed 
coal mine property, 
the Adaptive Experi-
mentation Facility was 
transformed by CMI2 
to create a destination 
for testing and experi-
mentation of military 
technology against a 
permanent, profes-
sional adversary/red-
team force. The oppo-
sition force capability 
allows the developers 
to stress experimental 

technology and provide 
real-time design modi-
fications to optimize 
the development cycle. 
This red-team capabil-
ity also allows Soldiers 
to interrogate current 
tactics, techniques, and 
procedures (TTP) dur-
ing and after training 
events with the help of 
Saab’s advanced train-
ing aides, After Action 
Reporting (AARs), and 
leverage the data they 
can collect and analyze.

Wowczuk said each 
organization’s unique 
capabilities will allow 
for new technologies 

and advanced training 
systems to be imple-
mented and create a 
one-of-a-kind testbed 
for both Soldiers and 
technology developers.

“The Adaptive Ex-
perimentation Facility 
is not your cookie cut-
ter test range or training 
facility. We have creat-
ed a truly niche facility 
and a new way for Sol-
diers to prepare for the 
next fight,” Wowczuk 
said. “The combined 
resources of Saab and 
CMI2 will truly make 
Fola a distinctive desti-
nation with exceptional 

Saab and West Virginia-based CMI2 mark fi rst year of collaboration 
to test and implement advanced military training systems

Leadership from the West Virginia National Guard receive an overview of Saab’s 
technology from David Rees, Director, Training and Simulation, at the most re-
cent DIRT Days iteration held at the CMI2 Adaptive Experimentation Facility in 
Fola, West Virginia, July 21, 2023. (U.S. Army National Guard photo by Edwin L. 
Wriston)

Friends Trish, Amy, and Eunice from Jackson Coun-
ty, West Virginia submitted this photo of them enjoying 
a run on the Elk River Trail, stopping at the sign at Glen 
for the photo. “We absolutely love the area,” said Trish. 

Visitors enjoy the ERT
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim inde-pendence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Ino-gen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296
DISH NETWORK: Only from Dish- 3 
year TV Price Guarantee! 99% Signal 
Reliability, backed by guarantee. In-

cludes Multi-Sport with NFL Redzone. 
Switch and Get a FREE $100 Gift Card. 
Call today! 1-855-736-4350
CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
home internet with EarthLink. Enjoy 
speeds from 5G and 4G LTE networks, 
no contracts, easy installation, and data 
plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-230-3640
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard In-stallation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government program 
for recipi-ents of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veter-ans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus of-fer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-833-317-1335

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 

free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!
HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-chase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being re-viewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Dis-tribution. Call 
for Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-
6435 or visit dorranceinfo.com/WV
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301
UP TO $15,000 .00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv
SAFE STEP. North Americas #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

• Peoples Community Church Open House will be held August 19 at 2 p.m. with singing, 
food, and fellowship. From tragedy to blessings, we thank God and everyone that made our new 
church possible. Come join us in our celebration.

• The Clay County High School - Class of 1948 will meet in the high school on Saturday, 
Sept. 16, 2023 at 2 p.m. for their 75th class reunion. The meeting room will be posted at the 
main entrance of the school. The Annual Alumni Dinner will be provided in the school cafeteria 
at 5 p.m.The Class of 1948 appreciates the Clay County Bank and Mr. Greg Gency - CEO, for 
providing this meal over the past 30 years. Any Questions Call; Bob Boggs 304-965-5118, or 
Clarice Shamblin Parsons 330-534-9957.

• CCHS CLASS OF 1993 will celebrate their 30th reunion on Saturday, September 16, from 
4 pm to ? at Craft Kings in Mt. Nebo. A full food and drink menu will be available; each party is 
responsible for purchases. For more information, call or text Quincy at 304-549-8203.

• The 1966 Class of Clay County High School will have a get together on September 16, 2023 
from 2:30 to 5 p.m. at the Clay High School. Come join us! Dinner will be served at the school 
by the Clay High School Alumni Association. 

• Attention CCHS Class of 1953: Are you interested in attending our 70th year reunion during 
the Golden Delicious Apple Festival on Saturday, Sept. 16  at CCHS?  If so, please let Muriel 
Whaling Sizemore or Yvonne Hart King know soon.  Muriel’s address is 307 Price Street,   Min-
eral Wells, WV 26150 and her number is 304-489-2958.  Yvonne’s address is 113 Center Street, 
Glenville, WV 26351, and her number is 304-462-7856. It’s been at least 10 years since our last 
reunion, and we aren’t getting any younger!  See you in September?

• Holcomb Family Reunion: There will be a family reunion for the family of John and Mary 
Holcomb on Saturday, July 29 at 1 P.M. at the Middle Creek Baptist Church, Bickmore. All fam-
ily and friends are invited to attend.

• The Clay County Middle School afterschool program is still seeking donated sewing ma-
chines. If you have a working portable sewing machine that you no longer need and would like 
to donate to a beginning sewist, please drop it off at the Clay County Library earmarked for the 
CCMS sewing class. The manual would be great to have with 
the machine. Please, include your contact information. In the 
case that the class is too small for the number of machines that 
may be donated, leave a note saying what you want done with 
it. Thank you in advance for your support!

• The Clay County WIC offi ce located at 452 Main Street in 
Clay is open to serve the public every Monday and Wednesday 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• The Clay County Alumni Luncheon Group will be 
meeting Wednesday, September 13 from 11:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at Carol’s Crossroads Best restaurant in 
Maysel. Anyone who attended CCHS and their family 
or caregivers is welcomed to attend. We have a good 
time eating, reminiscing, sharing photos and stories, and 
meeting new people. Carol has a variety of tasty foods 
and desserts on her menu so come hungry. For more in-
formation, call/text Quincy at 304-549-8203. (Each per-
son responsible for payment of own food.)

For those with active imaginations.
Hike, bike or zipline your way through Pipestem Resort State 
Park, where breathtaking views and exciting adventure await.

WVtourism.com/ExploreSummersCounty

Misty Keener
Booked 8/9/23

Child abuse, cons., gross 
neglect of child

Sarah Beth Stump
Booked 8/12/23

Harrassment

David Michael Tinney Jr.
Booked 8/8/23

Malicious assault, child 
abuse

Mackenzie Jo Wimer
Booked 8/12/23

Poss. w/ intent to deliver 
cont. substance

Jeffrey Earnest Mollohan
Booked 8/12/23

Poss. of a cont. substance, 
poss. w/ intent

Jeremy Scott Wyant
Booked 8/14/23

Assault, brandishing a 
deadly weapon

Lucky Dewitt Barber
Booked 8/8/23
Bond violation

Brian Scott French
Booked 8/11/23

Driving suspended

Austin Blake Kyer
Booked 8/13/23

Capias

Puzzle Answers

braxton county clay county

nicholas county

Friday, August 25, Docket Schedule for Magistrate: 
Rider, Charles “Jeff”:

09:00 AM, State v. Joyce Marie Demoss, Pre-Trial Hearing, Trespass on property other than 
structure or conveyance

09:30 AM, State v. Michael Wayne Alley, Pre-Trial Hearing, Trespass on property other than 
structure or conveyance

10:00 AM, State v. Joshua C. Fox, Pre-Trial Hearing, Knowingly or intentionally possessing 
a controlled substance without a valid prescription

10:30 AM, State v. Chad Lee Bishop, Bench Trial, Domestic assault, unlawful injury to or 
destruction of property

11:00 AM, State v. Zachary Collin Boggs, Pre-Trial Hearing, unlawful injury to or destruction 
of property

01:00 PM, State v. Candy Renee Brown, Pre-Trial Hearing, Petit larceny, contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor

01:15 PM, State v. Jeremy Allen Brown, Pre-Trial Hearing, Petit larceny, contributing to the 
delinquency of a minor

01:30 PM, State v. Sandra Bishop, Preliminary Hearing, Grand larceny
02:00 PM, State v. Jennifer Lively, Bench Trial, Brandishing deadly weapons
02:00 PM, State v. Jennifer Lively, Bench Trial, Misdemeanor offense for violating protective 

order mandatory provisions
02:30 PM, State v. Bobby Ray Hanshaw, Bench Trial, Unlawful injury to or destruction of 

property, trespass on property other than structure or conveyance
03:00 PM, State v. Rosalie Julianna Hart, Pre-Trial Hearing, Prohibitions – solid waste dis-

posal, conspiracy to violate chapter (DNR) withhold info, obstruct offi cers
03:30 PM, State v. Amanda Dawn Harris, Bench Trial, Unlawful disposal of litter – public 

highway/waterway
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Showing us That We Are Loved
By: Jospeh J. Mazella

One More Scam Call and 
I’m Going to Scream

By: Dr. James Snyder

Home Country
By: Slim Randles

What was “The Troggs” number one sin-
gle?  (1966)

 
Answer to last week’s Trivia: The Detroit 

born singer hailed as “The First Lady of Mo-
town” who was the first to sign with Mo-
town, the first to have a top ten single with 
them, and the first to produce a #1 hit for 
them (“My Guy”, May ‘64), who also won 
a lawsuit against Motown for using profits 
from “My Guy” to promote The Supremes 
was:  Mary Wells.

Ran into Doc down at The Mule Barn the other day, so naturally we had to rid the world of about a 
gallon of coffee and solve the world’s problems for an hour. It is the duty of all true Americans of our 
age, you know.

  Doc said he’d been aching a little bit lately. Joints or something. He’d been out fixing the pasture 
fence where the mare had been pushing on it. The next morning it made him walk funny.

  “I remember when my dad was my age,” he said. “I asked him how it felt to be this old. Well, he 
looked at me as though I were committing a crime by having brown hair, you know? And then he said, 
“To be this old? Well, I guess it beats the alternative.”

  The truth is, the morning coffee drinkers of our area aren’t really old, not inside. We hurt a bit more 
the next day when we do things, that’s all. And having to walk funny for an hour or so is a small price 
to pay for our experience.

  Being experienced sounds better.
  “The other day,” Doc said, “I was down to the feed store, and the kid there took one look at me and 

carried those heavy sacks out to the truck for me. It was embarrassing, and she shouldn’t have done it.”     
----------------
The finest leatherwork items and art in the country. Check it out at www.artvincentleather.

com.

It was late July and except for a few fl uffy, white clouds the sky was a brilliant blue. The sun was shining 
on the green grass giving it a golden hue. Birds were busy fl ying to and from their nests feeding their rapidly 
growing babies. The air was full of the smell of fresh cut grass and the scent of sweet clover. In the meadow 
behind my house I could see deer grazing by the edge of the woods. Our black cat, Alice was snoozing under 
the shade of our maple tree ignoring the little bunny that was hopping along in the graveyard behind my home. 
I could see too the dandelions, buttercups, daisies, and Queen Anne’s lace blooming along the side of the road. 
It was like a perceptual overload. All of this beauty was here for me just as I stepped outside.

Taking it all in, my heart felt so full. I breathed in the sweet, cool, morning air and walked barefoot in the 
grass. I knew that a heat wave was on the way so I wanted to enjoy the comfort of the morning and take in all 
of these glorious gifts of God’s creation. Just then a lovely, yellow butterfl y fl ew down and landed on a grave-
stone right in front of me. It fl uttered its wings and I smiled. It fl ew up circled my face and then fl oated away 
on the gentle breeze. A peace fi lled me as I took in its message of Heavenly Love. And I thanked God for this 
beautiful day, this beautiful world, and this beautiful life.

Isn’t it incredible how God can sometimes use this entire world just to show us that we are loved? All of 
nature tells us of His Love from the sun shining above us to the tiniest blade of grass. This Love fl ows through 
books, music, art, and knowledge too. People and angels can be messengers of this Love as well. It is up to us, 
though, to open our hearts and welcome this Love into our souls. It is up to us to embrace this Love, live in it 
with joy, and share it with the world. It is up to us to grow in this Love forever and make our lives as beautiful 
as a summer day.

Upon retirement, my life changed in few ways. I’m still as 
busy as before; I just don’t get a paycheck for being busy. Noth-
ing has changed that much. The one thing that has changed is 
I schedule a nap every day. As most people know, a NAP is 
simply Navigating A Position. That position is level. At my 
age, I tell people that having these naps is essential; every day, 
I schedule a NAP at a particular time known only to myself.

It’s important for me to keep this a secret so nobody knows 
when I’m doing it. I try to keep it from The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage for obvious reasons. Usually, right after 
lunch, she goes to the store and picks up groceries. As soon as 
she closes the front door, I’m in my lazy chair, leaning back, 
ready to snooze away.

There is only one problem with this scenario. My phone is 
next to my lazy chair, in case anybody needs to reach me. The 
truth being said, since my retirement, nobody needs to get a 
hold of me. But you never know, and I can only hope. Habits 
are hard to break.

The other day I was in the middle of sawing some very im-
portant logs when a noise next to my chair frightened me. It 
was my phone. It took me a while to realize the phone was 
ringing, and I needed to answer. Who knows who’s calling 
me?

Setting up, I cleared my throat and answered the phone. 
Wouldn’t you know it was one of those phone scams? For 
some reason, the person on the other end knew my car war-
ranty had just expired. For his information, that car warranty 
ran out 10 years ago, and it was a truck, not a car.

I wasn’t too happy with this phone call, and I must confess 
that I let the person on the other end of the phone know how 
unhappy I was. It’s good I don’t know French.

That took me a while to settle down after that kind of phone 
call, but I soon drifted off into La-la-land, my favorite place.

It wasn’t long before I heard the phone ring again, and with-
out even thinking, I sat up and answered the phone. 

After all, why would anybody call me the second time? Was 
it another scam?

This time it had something to do with my Medicare. Ac-
cording to the person on the other end of the phone, he had 
an amazing offer for me to enhance my Medicare coverage. 
Being drowsy from sleeping, I didn’t quite understand what 
he was talking about.

“According to our records,” the person said most enthusi-
astically, “you qualify for an upgrade in your Medicare cover-
age.”

I wasn’t a happy camper because my nap time is a fairly 
important part of my day, and how dare somebody interfere 
with that sacred time.

With a bit of anger, I asked, “Is there any extra coverage for 
mental insanity? I am about to go crazy.”

The next thing I heard was a click on the phone.
My phone buzzed all afternoon, and I was about to lose my 

mind.
The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage came home and no-

ticed I was sitting up in my chair, fully awake. She just looked 
at me and then took her groceries into the kitchen.

Then, surprise, surprise, surprise, my phone rang again. 
I answered it, and a live person was on the other end of the 
phone. Just then, a thought came to me. I called my wife and 
said, “My dear, I think there’s a thrift store owner on the phone 
and would like to talk to you.”

She almost danced her way to me to pick up the phone. I 
must say I was dancing in my head when she came.

“Hello,” she said enthusiastically, “I’ve been expecting your 
call. Thanks for calling.”

Then there was a pause, and she said, “Who did you say 
you were?”

Another pause, and I heard her say, “You better never call 
me again.” And she hung up the phone.

Looking at me with one of “her looks,” I could see she 
wasn’t very happy about it. She stood before me, staring a little 
bit, and then said, “Don’t you ever do that again to me. Do you 
understand?”

What was I supposed to do? There was so much laughter 
within me that I didn’t know if I could keep it from exploding. 
When she went back into the kitchen, I softly chuckled to my-
self. Then I heard, “You’re not laughing, are you?”

“No, my dear,” I said, “I was just thinking about a joke. 
Why was 6 afraid of 7? Because 7, 8, 9.”

“No, you weren’t,” she said sarcastically, “and that’s not 
even funny.”

That gave me pause to think. Does it matter who is lying? Is 
a scammer’s lie worse than my lie? I then thought about some 
verses of Scripture that address this.

Proverbs 12:22-23, “Lying lips are abomination to the Lord: 
but they that deal truly are his delight. A prudent man con-
cealeth knowledge: but the heart of fools proclaimeth foolish-
ness.”

It’s easy to think that my lying is not as bad as some scam-
mer trying to hook me out of some money. Lying is lying, and 
I’m trying to process that. Lying is a serious business, no mat-
ter who does it.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.

BE SAFE ON THE WATER 
THIS SUMMER

The West Virginia Department of Health and Human 
Resources (DHHR) reminds residents of mental and 
behavioral health support available for West Virginia 
children. HELP4WV and its Children’s Crisis and Re-
ferral Line provide screenings and referrals for families 
to home and community-based services.

The Children’s Crisis and Referral Line connects 
families to services including Children’s Mobile Crisis 
Response and Stabilization teams, which de-escalate be-
havioral health crises by phone or in person, and West 
Virginia Wraparound, which includes the Children with 
Serious Emotional Disorder Waiver.

A recently published report indicates an increase in 
the number of mental health screenings, referrals and 
connections to services for West Virginia children. 

“More and more West Virginians are using the Chil-
dren’s Crisis and Referral Line, which has in turn helped 
to decrease the number of children in residential treat-

ment placements,” said Cammie Chapman, DHHR 
Deputy Secretary of Children and Adult Services.

Mental and behavioral health services are available to 
all West Virginia children, including children in foster 
care. Of the approximately 6,300 children in foster care 
in West Virginia, more than half are placed in kinship/
relative homes.

“West Virginia leads the nation in placing children 
in foster care with kin, which supports our overarching 
efforts to serve children in community settings,” added 
Chapman.

For parenting support, crisis counseling, and local re-
sources, visit help4wv.com. For more information about 
behavioral health resources for children and families, 
visit kidsthrive.wv.gov. To view/apply for career oppor-
tunities in the child welfare and behavioral health fi elds, 
visit dhhr.wv.gov/Pages/Career-Opportunities.aspx.

DHHR Reminds Residents of Mental and Behavioral 
Health Support for West Virginia Children

The 33rd annual Great 
Kanawha River Cleanup, 
sponsored by the West Vir-
ginia Department of En-
vironmental Protection 
(WVDEP), is set for Satur-
day, Sept. 9, 2023 from 9 
a.m. to noon. Cleanup sites 
include Winfi eld Beach, St. 
Albans Roadside Park, the 
South Charleston boat ramp, 
and Kanawha Falls at Glen 
Ferris. Other cleanup sites 
could be added as the day of 

the event nears.
The WVDEP’s Reha-

bilitation Environmental 
Action Plan (REAP) will 
supply bags and gloves for 
volunteers and will arrange 
for trash to be hauled away. 
All volunteers will receive a 
T-shirt.

Those wishing to volun-
teer for this year’s cleanup 
are urged to register with 
the WVDEP so enough sup-
plies can be obtained for each 

cleanup location.
Last year’s cleanup saw 80 

volunteers from Kanawha, 
Putnam, and Mason counties 
collect nearly 4,000 pounds 
of trash and two tires from 
11 sites along the Kanawha 
River.

To volunteer, or suggest 
an additional cleanup loca-
tion, contact the WVDEP’s 
Chris Cartwright at 304-
389-8389 or by email at 
christopher.j.cartwright@

wv.gov.
REAP, whose motto is 

‘Keeping WV Clean and 
Green,’ was created in 2005 
and strives to clean up West 
Virginia and rid the state of 
litter. The program empow-
ers citizens to take ownership 
of their communities by pro-
viding technical, fi nancial, 
and resource assistance in 
cleanup and recycling efforts. 
More information is avail-
able on the REAP webpage.

Volunteers needed for WVDEP’s Great 
Kanawha River Clean Up on Sept. 9

Cleanup sites located in Fayette, Kanawha, and Putnam counties
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four children, Jim Butcher 
of Texas, Carol Brown of 
Maysel, Michael Butcher of 
Beverly, and Kevin Butcher 
of Charleston, WV; fi ve 
grandchildren; seven great 
grandchildren; and two 
great-great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was 
held at 2:00 p.m. on Sat-
urday, August 19, 2023, at 
Trinity Missionary Baptist 
Church, Maysel, WV, with 
a one-hour visitation prior 
to the service from 1 to 2:00 
p.m.

Online condolences may 
be sent to carlwilsonfuneral-
home.com

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be serv-
ing the Hughes family.

Doris Madalyn 
Butcher Hughes

The following events hap-
pened on these dates in 
West Virginia history. To 
read more, go toe-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclopedia 
at www.wvencyclopedia.
org.

Aug. 16, 1851: William 
Hope “Coin” Harvey was 
born in Buffalo, Putnam 
County. Harvey, a social 
reformer, was nominated 
for president of the United 
States by the Liberty Party 
in 1932.

Aug. 17, 1944: Staff Ser-
geant Stanley Bender 
earned the Medal of Honor 
in southern France. Bender 
rushed through intense ma-
chine gun fi re and grenades, 
and knocked out two Ger-
man machine guns with rifl e 
fi re. His actions inspired the 
rest of his company to take 
out a German roadblock, 
kill 37 enemy soldiers, and 
take 26 prisoners.
Aug. 17, 1976: The Nation-
al Mine Health and Safety 
Academy opened at Beaver, 
near Beckley. The academy, 
located on a 76-acre cam-

pus, is the world’s largest 
educational institution de-
voted solely to safety and 
health in mining.
Aug. 18, 1885: Artemus 
Ward Cox was born on a 
farm at Red Knob, Roane 
County. In 1914, Cox 
bought the George Ort De-
partment Store on Capitol 
Street in Charleston. That 
store became the fi rst in 
a chain of 21 A. W. Cox 
stores in West Virginia, Vir-
ginia, Ohio and Kentucky. 
Aug. 19, 1863: Union cav-
alry under Brigadier Gen-
eral William W. Averell 
destroyed the Confederate 
saltpeter works near Frank-
lin.
Aug. 19, 1997: Fiddler 
Curly Ray Cline died. Born 
in Logan County, Cline was 
a member of the Lonesome 
Pine Fiddlers and Ralph 
Stanley’s Clinch Mountain 
Boys.

Aug. 20, 2004: Eldora 
Bolyard Nuzum died in El-
kins. While working for the 
Grafton Sentinel in 1946, 

she became the fi rst female 
editor of a daily newspaper 
in West Virginia. For three 
decades, she was editor of 
the  Elkins Inter-Mountain.
Aug. 21, 1861: Confeder-
ate troops under General 
John B. Floyd crossed the 
Gauley River at Carnifex 
Ferry, Nicholas County, and 
began to entrench their po-
sition. It was the beginning 
of what became known as 
the Battle of Keslers Cross 
Lanes.

Aug. 21, 1915: Singer Ann 
Baker was born in Pennsyl-
vania. She later operated a 
popular Charleston night-
club, The Shalamar, and 
became known as “Charles-
ton’s First Lady of Jazz.”
Aug. 22, 1872: Following 
the Constitutional Conven-
tion of 1872, the West Vir-
ginia electorate ratifi ed a 
new state constitution by a 
vote of 42,344 to 37,777. 
In the same election, vot-
ers rejected a controversial 
convention proposition 
that would have restricted 
offi ce-holding to white citi-
zens.

Doris Madalyn Butcher 
Hughes, 94, of Clay entered 
into rest on August 6, 2023, 
in Mon General Hospital in 
Morgantown, WV after a 
short illness.

She was a member of the 
Trinity Missionary Baptist 
Church.

 She was born on April 28, 
1929, to the late Frank and 
Selena (Elswick) Holcomb.

She is survived by her 

Andy Moore, 40, of 
Duck, entered into rest on 
Friday, August 11, 2023.

He was born in Gassaway 
on May 11, 1983 to Opal 
Duffi eld of O’Brion and the 
late Dallas Nelson Moore, 
Jr. 

He was preceded in death 
by his grandparents, Okla 
and Callie Duffi eld and Dal-
las and Margaret Moore; an 
infant child; uncle, Donald 
Moore; and cousin, Lance 
McCracken. 

Andy was a 2001 gradu-
ate of Clay County High 
School.  He worked for 
Asplundh, Penn Line, and 
Slurry Pavingand also did 
some independent roof-
ing.   He was an outdoors-
man who enjoyed hunting 
and fi shing.  His pride and 
joy was his children and he 
loved to play outside with 
them. 

He will be forever remem-
bered by his mother, Opal 
Duffi eld of O’Brion; the 
love of his life for the last 12 
years, Emmajean Richards; 
daughters, Hannah Moore, 

Andy Moore Emmaleigh Moore, Aero-
lyn Moore, Jaycee Moore; 
stepdaughters, Danielle 
Richards and Ashley Rich-
ards, both of Morgantown; 
brother, Justen Duffi eld 
and wife, Samantha of Mill 
Creek; twin sister, Kandy 
Nida and husband, Joe, of 
Charleston; sisters, Michelle 
Hamrick and husband, Al-
len of Maysel, and Misty 
and Mandy of Charleston; 
nephew, Dr. Lucas Ham-
rick; nieces and nephews, 
family and friends. 

His visitation was held 
from 3 to 4 P.M. on Tuesday, 
August 15, 2023 at Roach 
Funeral Home, Gassaway. 

A graveside service will 
follow in the John Duffi eld 
Cemetery, Duck with Geoff 
Hamrick offi ciating. 

Words of comfort and 
fond memories may be ex-
tended to the family at www.
roachfuneralhome.com. 
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John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC

We love kids!
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 23-0434-G-PC
HOPE GAS, INC. and SOUTHERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY
 Joint petition for consent and approval for Hope Gas, Inc.
 to acquire Southern Public Service Company

NOTICE OF FILING
On May 19, 2023, Hope Gas, Inc. (Hope) and Southern Public Service Company (Southern) (jointly, 
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 NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO CHANGE
PURCHASED GAS RATES

Notice is hereby given that Peoples Gas WV LLC, a public utility, 
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LEGALS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,

WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE: State v. Aquayla Fugate Case No. 23-F-16

In the matter of the State of West Virginia vs. Aquayla Fugate,
ORDER OF PUBLICATION & NOTICE OF ANSWER
To: AQUAYLA FUGATE

(The object of this action is to notify the Defendant of an Indictment 
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Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia, on the 11th day of July 
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County Courthouse, 246 Main Street, Clay, West Virginia.
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Circuit Clerk of Clay County, West Virginia, at the Clay County 
Courthouse, Clay West Virginia.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
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ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this the 9th day of August, 2023.
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LEGALS

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 6236

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

�You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

• Cash to help pay funeral or other  
 final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance ages  
 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health  
 questions

As part of National Immunization Awareness Month, 
the West Virginia Department of Health and Human Re-
sources (DHHR), Bureau for Public Health joins part-
ners across the country to highlight the importance of 
routine vaccination for people of all ages. Governor Jim 
Justice also proclaimed August as Immunization Month 
in West Virginia.

“Children and adults are encouraged to keep vacci-
nations up to date to protect themselves and vulnerable 
populations from vaccine preventable diseases,” said 
Dr. Matthew Christiansen, Commissioner for DHHR’s 
Bureau for Public Health and State Health Offi cer. “Vac-
cines are the safest way to protect against preventable 
illnesses, and routine well-visits with your physician 
help ensure you or your child do not fall behind on vac-
cines.”

On-time vaccination throughout childhood provides 
immunity before children are exposed to potentially 
life-threatening diseases. Vaccines are recommended for 
adults based on age, health condition, job, lifestyle, trav-
el, and other factors. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Adult Vaccines Self-Assessment Tool 
helps users determine when vaccines are recommended.

Learn more about vaccines for children and adults at 
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/index.html. To view and apply 
for careers in the public health fi eld, visit dhhr.wv.gov/
Pages/Career-Opportunities.aspx.

August is National Immunization 
Awareness Month
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The month of August has 
been home to many his-
torical events over the 
years. Here's a look at 
some that helped to shape 
the world in August 1923.

United States President 
Warren G. Harding dies 
suddenly in San Francisco 
on August 2. President 
Harding was conversing 
with relatives when he 
passed away from what 
was then suspected to be a 
stroke but is now believed 
to have been heart failure. 
President Harding was 57 
years old.
 
Henry Sullivan becomes 
the fi rst American to swim 
the English Channel when 
he completes the feat on 
August 6. Sullivan needed 
a little more than a full day 

to make his mark on histo-
ry, swimming the channel 
in 27 hours and 25 minutes.

Many businesses close 
and owners go on strike 
in Berlin on August 9. The 
protest is an attempt to 
force German Chancellor 
Wilhelm Cuno from offi ce. 
Opposition to Cuno hard-
ened over the next several 
days, ultimately prompting 
him and his cabinet to re-
sign on August 12.

An expedition by the 
American Museum of Nat-
ural History to the Flaming 
Cliffs in Mongolia's Gobi 
Desert leads to the discov-
ery of the fi rst velociraptor 
fossil on August 11.

A series of tidal waves 
strike the western coast 
of Korea on August 15. 
At least 346 people are 
killed and an additional 
1,000 are considered miss-
ing after 25,000 homes are 
submerged in waves and 

fl ooding.

the Home Bank of Canada 
closes its doors on August 
17.

Ada Delutuk Blackjack is 
rescued on August 19 after 
being marooned on Wran-
gel Island above the Arctic 
Circle. Blackjack, an Alas-
kan native hired as a cook 
for a Canadian expedition 
to claim the island for Can-
ada, had been marooned 
since September 15,1921. 
Blackjack was the last sur-
vivor among the fi ve-per-
son expedition team.

On August 20, a train is 
robbed near Okemah, 
Oklahoma, and bandits 
take off with $20,000 in 
cash and bonds. The inci-
dent marks one of the last 
train robberies in the Unit-
ed States.

Lawmakers in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, pass an ordi-
nance on August 21 that 

forbids dancers to stare 
into their partners' eyes.
Four-year-old child actress 
Peggy-Jean Montgomery 
signs a three-year, $1 mil-
lion contract on August 26. 
Known as "Baby Peggy," 
Montgomery would make 
more than 150 short fi lms 
and receive millions of fan 
letters in the 1920s. How-
ever, Montgomery's par-
ents mismanaged her earn-
ings and she was forced 
to work as an extra by the 
1930s.

The fi rst parliamentary 
election since the found-
ing of the Irish Free State is 
held on August 27.

"The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame" starring Lon 
Chaney premieres at New 
York City's Carnegie Hall 
on August 30. The silent 
fi lm is the most expensive 
Universal Pictures produc-
tion up to that time. 

DON’T COMPROMISE. GET DIRECTV.

 
GUARANTEE

 

 New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Price incl. TV Pkg & 

equip. fees for first TV. Charges may apply for each add’l connected TV. *Add’l Terms for Satellite customers: $19.95 

activation. Early agmt termination fee applies ($20/ mo.) & add’l fee applies if not returned. Restr’s apply.

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

855-656-0296

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (833) 317-1335

YOU QUALIFY  for 
Free Internet if you 
receive Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
���������	
�
�����
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq
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A wealth of research shows youth incarcera-

tion doesn’t increase public safety or work for 
youth well-being, according to a recent report 
from the Sentencing Project.

Despite the evidence, West Virginia has been 
slow to implement juvenile-justice reforms and 
reduce the number of kids behind bars.

In recent years, West Virginia had the highest 
rate of incarcerated youths in the nation - with 
329 youths in state custody in 2017.

Senior Fellow at the Sentencing Project and 
report author Richard Mendel said effective al-
ternatives to incarceration are catching on in 
some states.

He pointed to Credible Messengers, a program 
that provides intensive mentoring to youths at 
high risk of offending.

“The mentors work intensively with young 
people,” said Mendel. “They’re typically avail-
able 24/7, providing support and encouragement 
and crisis intervention for the young people.”

According to state data, out of more than three 
hundred probation officers in West Virginia, 
twenty work in county school systems.

Recently, the state’s juvenile-justice subcom-
mittee recommended more than $300,000 in 
funding toward community-based programs and 
services for juveniles and their families.

Mendel said alternatives to traditional court 
processing include restorative justice conferenc-
ing, which focuses on repairing the harm caused 
by an offense.

During conferencing, the crime victim and the 
young person meet along with important people 
in their lives, discuss the harm caused by the 
events, and craft a plan for the youths to make it 
right to pay back the victim.

“To date, most restorative-justice programs 
have focused on minor offenses,” said Mendel. 
“But some jurisdictions have started employing 
restorative justice as an alternative to court pro-
cessing for youth.”

Nearly a decade ago, West Virginia passed a 
statute eliminating life-without-parole sentences 
for juveniles, and requiring juvenile offenders 
be eligible for parole after serving no more than 
15 years.

Mounting Evidence 
Finds Youth 

Incarceration Ineffective
By Nadia Ramlagan for WVNS
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Summer sports and fall sports will be clashing soon, and the landscape will also change with 
the bright colors of autumn.  Your kids are on the team or you’re planning a leaf trip to catch the 
vivid colors that will soon dot the landscape, but you can’t seem to get the camera to cooperate 
with your eyes.  I am sure that at some time you have wondered why your photos don’t look 
like ones in a magazine or perhaps you wish that you could take a wall hanger photo from a trip 
in the mountains. I have been asked to give some tips to the parents for great sports photos and 
tips for fall shooting.   Here are some tips I use to get the job done.   What’s the big secret, the 
trick to getting those images?  It’s not impossible, it’s not luck, and it is not dependent on tricks.  
It’s not necessarily equipment (unless you’re shooting an evening ballgame or the night sky) or 
Photoshop skill.  It is a number of decisions, based on those brief moments when you see a scene, 
raise your camera to your eye, frame the shot, adjust the settings and click the shutter. 

Here’s what to do:
Follow the Light: The eye is always looking for the best lighting, the dance of light, shadows 

and silhouettes even in ball games.  So, it is important during the game or in the fi eld to trust the 
creativity that is embedded in everybody.  Everybody has the ability to fi nd the best angle, the 
best light at the time the shutter is snapped.  You have to be aware of the quality of light – the 
color, the warmth or coolness of the light or as the camera says white balance.  Ideally, a land-
scape shooter only shoots at the best times - in the morning and evening.  But that isn’t always 
possible in sports, so you must seek out the setting that makes the best of the available light.  Dur-
ing night time sports activities, sometimes the light is there but not the subject and sometime you 
just have to wait.  Lighting on the main subject and the light in the background could enhance 
or distract from the subject.  You have to get yourself in the right position according to the light 
that’s available whether it’s the sun or fi eld lights, so move around as necessary as it changes.

Anticipating: To get the photo you want, you have to anticipate the shot before it happens 
especially in sports or landscapes.  Being able to see the composition of the image before you 

raise a camera to your eye will get you the best shots in sports.  Shooting from the end zone will 
give you the best chance at an uncluttered background and a good image.  So, picking the spot 
you will shoot is always a top priority in sports or landscapes.  You have to consider the point of 
view that will give your subject the best point of view.

Metering: When you fi nd that interesting light or what light is given, you have to know how 
to meter the camera for it. Don’t count on your camera to know how your eyes see the scene, so 
do pretest shots using partial metering or spot metering directed at the scene to determine your 
exposure settings.  It is a discipline that requires practice, especially in hard lighting.  Most all 
cameras have a metering section… use it. 

 Camera Settings: Know your camera inside and out and understand its limitations and 
strengths.  Not all cameras are suited for sports, but all cameras are good for landscapes.  If you 
are a sports mama or dad that has kids playing sports, it is best to bite the bullet and invest in 
a good camera and lens, otherwise you will be disappointed.  A lens that carries a 2.8 aperture 
throughout the zoom is best for sports.   It is a must because a camera tends to under-expose or 
over-expose in certain situations, especially during a night time sporting event. 

Aperture Priority Mode: Aperture priority mode, if your camera is equipped, can control 
the aperture and depth of fi eld which will institute a relationship of near and far elements of 
foreground and background.  Blurring the background will make the subject pop to the eye thus 
making a dramatic great photo.  The APM is a great creative mode to shoot in.

Shutter Priority Mode: This mode is used to freeze a moment or perhaps blur a scene or a 
pan shot.  Knowing the proper shutter speed is critical to this type of shot; never let the camera 
choose it for you or you will be disappointed.

ISO: The fi lm speed is critical for low light conditions; it controls the amount of light that the 
camera sees.

Framing: When you look through a viewfi nder, frame the shot so that all parts of the frame - 
the subject, from edge to edge and each corner, from near to far - is within its borders. Move left 
or right, or up or down to get all you want in the frame without unwanted background.            

Clicking the Shutter: Finally!  Press the shutter smoothly.  Set your camera for a single ex-
posure for landscape or multiple exposures for sports.

These are just a few tips that can get you started; practice them and most importantly, don’t just 
set the camera on auto and shoot. Most of the time that will not get the shot you wanted, and in 
sports, it almost always leaves you scratching your head.  It is also not a necessity to have a pro 
camera with pro lenses to get a great image.  It is all about your eyes and the fi nal product that 
you want people to see or to simply enjoy the moment you captured for years to come.    It is the 
process of knowing how to adjust your camera for the situation you are in and use its controls, as 
well as making decisions based on you understanding of the many shots you have done.  Practice 
makes perfect and learning from your mistakes will always get you the best results.  Having a 
$10,000 set of golf clubs doesn’t make you a better golfer any more than a $10,000 camera and 
lens will make you a good photographer.  Experimenting and learning from the results, both 
good and bad, and how to adjust the camera you have will give you the best results.

How to get your best photos this fall season

By Allen Hamrick

Anticipating what will happen will yield great results.

Capture the emotion.

The intense moments will always be remembered.

Learning aperture controls and lighting gives quality photos.


