
The CCHS and CCMS 
cross country teams had 
a busy and very success-
ful week.  On September 
23, the teams traveled to 
Princeton to compete in 
the large and highly com-
petitive Pike View Invita-
tional.  Between 16 and 

19 teams ran at each level.  
For the high school boys’ 
team, Sawyer Dobbins 
placed second in a field of 
78 runners.  The team fin-
ished fourth overall with 
strong efforts from Kaden 
Fitzwater, Kane Nida, 
Trent Hinkle, Patrick 
Boggs, Daymian Stricker 
and Lukas Vance.  For the 
girls, Cheyanne Taylor 
earned a medal placing 
fourteenth out of 49 run-
ners.  Olivia Witt and Jay-
lyn Holcomb also com-
peted.  The Middle School 
boys’ team was well rep-
resented by Malachi Ev-
ans, Isiah Woods, Jacob 
McCallister and Jackson 
Stricker, but came up 

short for a medal.  Final-
ly, two runners from the 
Middle School girls’ team 
earned medals. Marissa 
Atha placed fourth and 
McKinley Mahan came 
in twelfth in a race of 87 
runners.  Tara Conley and 
Layla Stewart also ran for 

the Lady Mustangs.
Next, on September 

27, the teams traveled to 
Hamlin for the Lincoln 
County Invitational.  Saw-
yer Dobbins led the boys’ 
team winning the race for 
the second year in a row 
with a personal record 
time this season of 17:54. 
Top performers also earn-
ing medals for the boys 
were Nida at 8th, Fitz-
water at 11th, Boggs at 
12th, and Stricker at 14th.  
Hinkle and Vance rounded 
out the team. The com-
bined efforts of this group 
earned the team the cham-
pionship trophy for the 
second consecutive year.  
The high school girls 

also did well, with Chey-
anne Taylor placing third 
and Olivia Witt earning a 
medal at 15th. Jaylyn Hol-
comb, Shyenne Quinn, 
Ashley Roberts and Jay-
lyn Belt also ran hard with 
the team finishing fourth 
overall. The CCMS boys 
also placed fourth overall, 
with Malachi Evans and 
Isiah Woods earning med-
als at 10th and 11th place, 
respectively, and Stricker, 
McCallister and Johna-
than Quinn posting com-
petitive times.  The Lady 
Mustangs brought home 
their first championship 
win of the season, led by 
Marissa Atha placing third 
and McKinley Mahan 
finishing fourth.  Isabella 
Pauley, Layla Stewart and 
Tara Conley contributed 
to this success.

Finally, on September 
30, the teams competed 

at the Calhoun Invita-
tional in Grantsville.  Im-
pressively, three of the 

four teams brought home 
championship victories.  
The CCHS boys’ and 
girls’ teams each earned 
first place trophies.  For 
the boys, Sawyer Dob-
bins won his second meet 
of the week with a time 
of 18:58.  Notably, each 
team member earned a 
medal –Nida, Boggs, Fitz-
water and Hinkle came 
in seventh, eighth, ninth, 
and tenth.  Vance placed 
15th. Each member of the 
Lady Panther’s team also 
medaled –Taylor at third, 
Witt was eighth, Quinn 
finished 11th, Holcomb 
placed 12th, Roberts 14th, 
and Jaylyn Belt 16th. Ad-
ditionally, the CCMS boys 
secured their first team 
win of the season, led by 
third place finisher Mala-
chi Evans. Also, medal-
ing were Woods at fifth, 
Stricker at 9th, McCallis-

ter at 16th, and Johnathan 
Quinn at 18th.  Finally, 
CCMS girls earned a sec-
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Lions Club raises funds with Rubber Ducky Race
The Clay Lions Club 

held their annual Rubber 
Ducky Race during the 
Apple Festival. Half of 
the proceeds usually goes 
to the scholarship fund for 
Clay County High School 
graduating seniors. This 
year they dedicated the 
money to the Katie Price 
family. Katie is a 15-year-
old sophomore at Clay 
County High School. 

The winning duck 
was sponsored by Vickie 
Holcomb, the financial 
secretary at Clay Coun-
ty High School. In fact, 
Vickie sponsored 20 
ducks, at the cost of $100. 
Katie and Vickie were to 
receive $930 each from 
the money collected by 
the Lions Club members. 
However, Vickie insisted 
that her part of the funds 
would also be given to 
Katie and her family to 

help with the expenses 
incurred during her treat-
ments at the West Virginia 
University Hospital. 

Due to Vickie’s gen-
erosity, the Katie Price 
family will receive the en-
tire amount of $1,860. 

Katie has osteosar-
coma, commonly known 
as bone cancer. With treat-
ments at the WVU Medi-
cal Center, she was able to 
beat cancer once. Howev-
er, it has returned and once 
again, she and her mother 
travel to Morgantown ev-
ery three weeks for treat-
ment. Katie’s treatments 
last for 6 consecutive 
days.

The Clay Lions Club 
would like to thank all the 
people who willingly gave 
to this worthy cause. We 
are fortunate to live in a 
county where the people 
care for each other.

Katie and her sister, Emily; Jerry Linkinoggor, President of the Clay Lions Club; Brian Holcomb; Vickie Hol-
comb; and Mr. and Mrs. Price

WVU Braxton/Clay Mas-
ter Gardeners continue 
their community project in 
Duck, WV. On Earth Day 
this year, April 22, 2023, 
master gardeners and 
trainees gathered with the 
Clay County Department 
of Highways to Adopt-A-
Spot in Duck.  The group 
cleaned the area beginning 
at the intersection to Rt. 4 
traveling toward the Not-

tingham Bridge that cross-
es Elk River.  Members 
gathered bags of trash and 
debris.This program will 
be an ongoing effort with 
additional cleanups of the 
“spot.”
Master Gardener program 
information is available at 
you local WV Extension 
offices.   The group appre-
ciates your support.

Clay Cross Country Teams Dominate 
Lincoln and Calhoun Meets

Third annual Elk River 
Cross Country Invitational 
held at Dundon

WVU Braxton/Clay Master Gardeners Adopt-A-Spot

Cheyenne Adkins was 
named 2023 CCMS          
football homecoming queen

Third place- Sawyer Dobbins.

Cheyenne Adkins was crowned by Principal 
Leslie Goe.

See stories                      Continued on Page 8See “Cross Country” Continued on Page 8

Master Gardeners Adopt-A-Spot in Duck, cleaning 
trash and debris. 

The CCHS boys’ cross-country team won the Lincoln 
County Invitational and Calhoun Invitational

Cross Country 2  CCHS Lady Panthers placed first at the 
Calhoun Invitational.
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Cody Tyler Bell
Booked 10/6/23
Escape (felony)

Bryant Anthony Nichols
Booked 10/5/23

Fugitive from justice, 
obstructing an officer, 

conspiracy

Kristen Michelle Sanford
Booked 10/4/23

Capias

Sarah Jean Pennington
Booked 10/5/23

Conspiracy, grand lar-
ceny, entering without 

breaking

Junior Vernon Stewart II
Booked 10/8/23

Driving revoked for DUI 
second, no insurance

ond-place trophy, led by Marissa Atha 
placing second and McKinley Mahan 
finishing fifth.  Also earning medals were 
Stewart at tenth, Pauley at 11th, and Con-
ley at 12th.

At the high school level, as in other 
high school sports, cross country run-

ners are ranked across the state.  There is 
no such ranking for middle schools. For 
CCHS, junior Sawyer Dobbins is cur-
rently ranked 19th in the State of West 
Virginia in Class AA.  Freshman Chey-
anne Taylor is moving up the list and cur-
rently stands at number 72.

Cross country season is winding down 

in the coming weeks.  The High School 
competed at the Elk River Trail Invita-
tional at Dundon on October 5, at Shady 
Spring on Oct. 7, and at the LKC Confer-
ence Meet at the Elk River Trail on Oct. 
12.  The WV Region III Meet, to deter-
mine who advances to the State Meet, is 

scheduled on Oct. 19 at Shady Spring. 
The Middle School teams competed at 
the Trail on Oct. 5, at Shady on Oct. 7, 
and will be at the CWVAC Conference 
Meet at Ravenswood on Oct. 14.  Come 
out and support this great group of hard-
working athletes!

Cross Country Continued from Front Page

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 6236

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

• Cash to help pay funeral or other  
 final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance ages  
 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health  
 questions

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport pack in-

cluded for a limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, easy installa-
tion, and da-ta plans up to 300 GB. Call 
844-230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Stand-ard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bo-nus offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& han-dling. Call Maxsip Telecom to-
day! 1-833-317-1335

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 

free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced de-bris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Pub-lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 
or visit dorrancein-fo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physi-cians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
war-ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org
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CCMS Lady Mustangs brought home the championship trophy from the Lincoln 
County Invitational

The CCMS boys’ cross-country team won the Calhoun County Invitational.

Charles Anthony Bess
Booked 10/5/23
Bond revocation

Ismael Rosales Godoy
Booked 10/3/23

Malicious assault

Dakota Lee Acree
Booked 10/6/23
Bond revocation

Alicia Jo Aumiller
Booked 10/5/23

Entering without break-
ing, petit larceny, pos-
session of controlled 
substance, conspiracy

Aleigh Marie Auxier
Booked 10/7/23

Capias

Bobby Ray Hanshaw
Booked 10/7/23
Grand larceny

Henry Estill Haynes
Booked 10/5/23

Prohibited person with 
firearm, possession with 

intent

Ashley Nicole Harlow
Booked 10/4/23

Entry of building other 
than dwelling

Andrew Wal-
lace Gower II                                

Booked 10/5/23            
Domestic battery, sec-

ond offense

Alexis Breann Haley-
Booked 10/2/23                       

Domestic assault, 
domestic battery, pos-
session of controlled 

substance

Emilie Marie Rhodes 
Booked 10/2/23           

Obstructing an officer, 
public intoxication

John Camden Rhodes III 
Booked 10/3/23                   
Attempt arson

Aquayla Shay Fugate                               
Booked 10/8/23                   

Capias for felony

Jason Dale Hall               
Booked 10/8/23                 

Petit larceny, destruction 
of property
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The BapTisT Classroom
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

Another Season 

Life Can Be a Series of Dreams
By: Dr. James Snyder

Home Country
By: Slim Randles

I love the fall. The leaves start to 
turn their various shades of color. 
The shorter, and much cooler days 
are refreshing. I have a lot of fond 
memories during this time of year, 
so there is a lot of nostalgia for me 
too. I grew up on an apple orchard, 
so the fall always reminds me of 
harvest. There are also memories 
of squirrel and deer season and the 
first time my grandpa took me bow 
hunting. I’m OK saying goodbye to 
the summer heat and humidity. It’ll 
be back soon enough. It always is. 
The grass is turning brown, and the 
leaves are dying on the trees, but 
there is a lot of beauty.

It’s been a difficult couple of 
months for our church. We lost two 
beloved members who are safe in 
the arms of Jesus. Last week, a pas-
tor down in Georgia I’ve known 
for a few decades passed away. He 
invited me to preach for him a few 
months after my wife and I were 

married. She had only seen the 
ocean once, so he took us to Savan-
nah, then Tybee Island. It snowed. 
That doesn’t happen very often, but 
that’s what happens in the winter, 
even in Georgia. 

It’s not all bad. The Lord has an-
swered a great many of our prayers. 
It’s amazing how easy it is to forget, 
in the hard times, how often God has 
delivered me out of previous hard 
times. The Lord would have us to 
be thankful people. Always look for 
God’s blessings and acknowledge 
His goodness to us. It’s hard to think 
about all God’s done for you if you 
don’t take a few minutes to think 
about what’s going on around you. I 
rode my bicycle down the Elk River 
Trail, then through the town of Clen-
denin, and it’s funny what you no-
tice on a bicycle that you just drive 
right past in a car. Taking the time 
to notice what’s around you and liv-
ing with your eyes open gives you 

ample opportunity to thank God for 
what he’s done for you today.

Sometimes it feels like time is just 
moving too fast. I’d like to press 
pause for a few minutes, catch my 
breath and get my bearings. Too 
many decisions to make and hardly 
enough time to sort them out, let 
alone know exactly what to do. But 
that’s not how time works. You can’t 
pause it, slow it down, or rewind it 
to better days. We live by faith.

I love the fall. And then, when 
winter comes, it’s cold and snowy, 
and I’ll enjoy that for a while, too, 
before I start thinking about spring-
time, trout fishing, and spring train-
ing. I can look forward to it, and 
expect it because God is faithful 
(Genesis 8:22). He keeps His prom-
ises. Life can be hard. It’s definitely 
unpredictable. There are many tri-
als of our faith, but as the people of 
God, we know they won’t last forev-
er. It’s just a season (1 Peter 1:6-7).

God’s Love In Everything
By: Jospeh J. Mazella

Summer was winding down and 
there was a hint of autumn in the 
air. The temperatures were cooler, 
the air felt drier, and I could already 
see the first yellow and red leaves 
on the trees. I had just finished tak-
ing my dogs for their morning walk 
when I noticed something. On my 
back deck porch was a maple tree 
stem. It was growing out of a tiny 
clump of dirt that we had tracked up 
on the porch. Its base hadn’t even 
turned to wood yet, but it had three, 
lovely, red leaves growing out of it. 
I smiled at this hardy little guy get-
ting so much growth and life out of 
so little soil. I knew, however, that it 
couldn’t grow much larger where it 
was. I bent down and gently scooped 
it out of the soil. I took it inside to 
show my daughter and have her take 
a picture of it. Then I walked it out 
to the edge of the woods around the 
meadow behind my house.

I walked into the forest and 
looked for a spot where the sunlight 

was still breaking through the giant, 
growing trees. I found one and dug 
out a little patch of the soil. I planted 
my little Maple tree in it and patted 
the dirt down with a smile. I prayed 

he would make it to 50 feet high one 
day. I also took a moment to look at 
all the life around me. There were 
trees, bushes, weeds, flowers, but-
terflies, bees, spiders, and birds all 
so full of life. I could feel too the 
Love of our Creator in every one of 
them. I thanked God for letting me 
a part of it all. And I felt so happy 
that my efforts, however small, were 
helping it along.

Nature can teach us so much 
about life. There is so much variety, 
complexity, growth, and beauty in it. 
You can’t be out in it for long with-
out being filled with wonder and 
awe. You can’t be out in it for long 
without feeling the Love of the One 
who Created it. That Love flows 
through us too. Welcome it into your 
heart. Take it into your soul. And 
share it with the world. Help God 
to make this world a better place 
through your life and your love.

Tiny maple tree

Lately, I’ve been having some fas-
cinating dreams at night. Usually, I 
don’t give much thought to dreams, 
but lately, I’ve been thinking more 
about them.

Last night, for example, I had this 
exciting dreama, and everything 
seemed to be coming in my direction, 
and then I woke up before the end. 
Once I woke up, I did not know how 
the dream ended.

I tried thinking about the dream, but 
I could not remember any elements of 
that dream. While dreaming, every-
thing was very clear, and I even no-
ticed people I knew. Then, I woke up 
and couldn’t remember anything.

I’ve been having these kinds of 
dreams lately. Maybe it’s because I’m 
getting older, and my brain has noth-
ing else to do. I wish I would not wake 
up until the dream was finished.

I asked The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage at breakfast if she knew 
about a certain building. I then de-
scribed that building in as much detail 
as I possibly could.

She finally nodded at me and said, 
“That doesn’t ring any bells with me.”

I’m the only ding-a-ling here; if 
she didn’t remember that building, it 
never existed.

It had to exist somewhere, and I 
needed help figuring out where in the 
world I saw that building.

Then I said, “Do you remember…” 
And I described a person that was in 
my dream.

Again, none of her bells were ring-
ing on that one either.

“Why are you asking me these 
questions?”

I explained to her that these things 
were in my dreams and I couldn’t re-
member where I saw them last.

Thinking about this throughout the 
day, I realized that my life, in gen-
eral, is pretty much like these fading 
dreams I’ve been having. None of 
these dreams made sense after I woke 
up. While I was dreaming of them, 

they made sense, but when I woke up, 
all sense disappeared.

Maybe life should be more like that. 
If I didn’t wake up, I would know 
what was happening.

One time, at a conference, I drove 
through a little town and saw several 
familiar buildings. I had never been to 
this town before, so I couldn’t figure it 
out. But it came to me.

These buildings were in my dreams 
the other night.

So, as I was driving, I began to 
think, am I dreaming, or am I driving?

I guess it doesn’t make any differ-
ence one way or the other.

If I could remember my dreams, 
my life would change a little bit for 
the better. But I have these wonderful 
dreams and wake up before they’re 
finished and then don’t remember 
anything about them, which is rather 
sad.

I tried an experiment the other night. 
I went to bed, had my prayer time, and 
then decided to invent a dream for the 
night. I’ve never done this before and 
was not sure how to do it. I tried to put 
together all kinds of little suggestions 
of my dream that would catch.

In a few minutes, I was sound 
asleep. The next thing I knew, it was 
morning, and I was awake. I lay there 
in my bed thinking, what happened 
to that dream? It was the first time in 
weeks that I did not have any kind of 
a dream. That made me a little frus-
trated.

For the next few nights, I tried the 
same experiment all to naught. Where 
in the world do these dreams come 
from?

That morning at the breakfast table, 
The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age looked at me and smiled and said, 
“I had the most marvelous dream last 
night.” Then she told me about her 
dream and how it ended. She remem-
bered everything about it.

What disturbed me was that was the 
dream I was trying to create for myself 

last night. How in the world did she 
get my dream?

I’m beginning to think she can get 
inside my head whenever she wants, 
which is much more than I can do.

All day long, she was smiling, and 
once in a while, she would remember 
something of that dream and share it 
with me.

That evening, I decided to ask her 
about her dream. “How did you get 
such a wonderful dream in your head 
last night?”

Then she talked for quite a few min-
utes, explaining how all of that came 
together in her head.

“Why didn’t you wake up before 
the dream ended?” I asked with antici-
pation.

“I make it a habit not to scare my 
dreams away like some people I 
know,” she explained.

“What do you mean by that?”
“Well,” she stuttered a little bit, 

looking at me, “I do not snore when 
I’m sleeping which is what scares 
dreams.”

I got the implication that I snored at 
night, which scared my dreams away, 
which was a little difficult for me to 
understand. I see and hear my dreams 
but have never heard me snore. How 
does all of that work?

Life is not built on dreams. I was 
reminded of a Bible verse. “There-
fore we are always confident, know-
ing that, whilst we are at home in the 
body, we are absent from the Lord: 
(For we walk by faith, not by sight:) 
We are confident, I say, and willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and 
to be present with the Lord.” (2 Corin-
thians 5:6-8).

My faith in God is what guides my 
daily life, not my dreams.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, 
FL with the Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.jamessnydermin-
istries.com.

We didn’t have the 
Chipper Invitational Golf 
Tournament this year. It 
wasn’t a good summer for 
anything that takes place 
outdoors, for one thing. 
Just too danged hot.

  For another, people we 
knew all over the world 
by internet or pen pals 
were having a tough time 
surviving any disaster du 
jour.

   Thirdly, it just wasn’t 
a good year to celebrate 
Doc’s legendary pet squir-
rel. Chipper came to life 
several years ago when 
Doc placed an ad in The 
Valley Weekly Miracle 
offering a reward for find-
ing his missing pet squir-
rel. Five dollars and fifty 
cents.

   Since it’s really hard 
to find a non-existent 
squirrel, even in the best 
squirrel habitat, the re-
ward money went un-
claimed, but our valley 

got a new story and leg-
end and laugh.

   The Chipper Invita-
tional Gold Tournament 
came about to raise mon-
ey for charity. Doc and the 
guys each took a shovel 
and a t-bar fence post and 
walked out onto a farm 
for a ways and then dug 
a shovel’s worth of dirt, 
slammed in the t-post, and 
taped a number to it. Mul-
tiply by eighteen, and our 
golf course was born.

   Each year “Chipper” 
would pick another farm, 
and the legend grew.

So this year we had to 
be content with raising 
our coffee mugs to the 
best non-existent squir-
rel a valley ever had, and 
look forward to a better 
summer for fun next year.

-------------
Insomnia getting you 

down? Watch a golf 
tournament on televi-
sion.

Lost in the outdoors of 
Wild, Wonderful West 
Virginia? Here are 10 ex-
pert tips to stay safe and 
find your way home

Getting lost, especially 
in the wild woods of West 
Virginia, can be over-
whelming, but with the 
right knowledge and prep-
aration, you can increase 
your chances of survival 
and find your way back to 
safety.

From the West Virginia 
Emergency Management 
Division’s (WVEMD) 
Search and Rescue Co-
ordinator, these tips can 
help you stay calm, make 
informed decisions, and 
ultimately, make it out of 
the woods safely. Whether 
you’re a hunter or just an 
occasional hiker, this in-
formation could be a life-
saver when you find your-
self facing the unexpected 
while in the woods.

Here are 10 important 
tips from WVEMD’s 
Search and Rescue veter-
ans about what people can 
do if they become lost:

1. Stay Calm and Stay 
Put: The moment you re-
alize you’re lost, STOP 
moving. The best course 
of action is often to stay 
put. Panic and wander-
ing can make it harder 
for search teams to locate 
you.

2. Signal for Help: Use 
items such as whistles, 
mirrors, bright clothing, 
or a flashlight to attract at-
tention. Three short whis-
tle blasts, flashlight beams 
(flicking flashlight on and 
off), or other signals re-
peated in a series of three 
represent the universal 
distress (SOS) signal.

You may build a fire to 
signal rescuers, but only if 
it is absolutely safe to do 
so.

3. Tell Someone Your 
Plans: Always inform a 
friend or family member 
about your planned route 
and estimated return time. 
This information can 
greatly assist search teams 
in locating you if needed.

Make sure to include 
where you’ll park your 
vehicle.

4. Carry Essential 
Supplies: Pack a small 
survival kit containing 
water, food, flashlights 
(more than one), a first aid 
kit, multi-tool, an emer-
gency or “space” blanket, 
and a whistle. An extra 
survival supply is a filtra-
tion straw which allows 
you to drink water more 
safely from creeks or 
streams in an emergency. 

These items can support 
you until help arrives.

Include medications vi-
tal to your health, such as 
epi-pens, asthma inhalers, 
diabetes supplies, etc.

A cell phone does not 
replace survival items like 
a map or flashlight. Al-
ways carry essential sup-
plies in your survival kit.

5. Stay Visible: If you 
need to move to find help, 
stay in open areas and 
make yourself visible. 
Avoid dense vegetation 
or steep terrain that might 
hinder your movement.

6. Follow Waterways: 
If you’re in an unfamiliar 
area, following a river or 
stream can often lead you 
to people.

7. Stay Hydrated and 
Rest: Conserve energy by 
staying hydrated and rest-
ing when needed. Overex-
ertion can lead to exhaus-
tion and disorientation.

8. Use Landmarks: If 
you have a map and can 
identify landmarks, you 
might be able to navigate 
yourself back to safety. 
Always carry a map and 
compass when venturing 
into unfamiliar territory.

9. Stay Warm: Hypo-
thermia can set in quick-
ly, even in mild weather. 
Dress in layers and use 
your survival kit to stay 
warm.

Carrying an emergency 
or “space” blanket can 
keep you warm and help 
signal for help.

10. Stay Positive and 
Stay Vocal: Maintain a 
positive mindset and keep 
talking to yourself or to 
searchers. This not only 
boosts your morale but 
can also help search teams 
locate you.

Please note that these 
are general guidelines and 
may need to be adapted 
based on the environment 
and situation you find 
yourself in. Always priori-
tize your safety and follow 
any instructions provided 
by local officials or search 
and rescue teams.

Follow @WVEMD 
on social media to know 
about future Search and 
Rescue trainings. Con-
tact WVEMD Search 
and Rescue Coordinator 
Jeff .O.Cunningham@
wv.gov for more informa-
tion.

Wilderness Survival: Ten Essential 
Tips when Lost in Nature



4 - The Clay County Free Press, Thursday, October 12, 2023            5 - The Clay County Free Press, Thursday, October 12, 2023            

Puzzle Answers Page 2

The following events happened 
on these dates in West Virginia his-
tory. To read more, go to-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Oct. 11, 1811: State founder and 
U.S. Senator Waitman T. Willey was 
born near Farmington. Willey pro-

posed the 
West Vir-
ginia State-
hood Bill in 
the Senate 
and saw to 
its passage 
and later 
signing by 
P r e s i d e n t 

Lincoln. He was then elected as one 
of West Virginia’s first two U.S. sen-
ators and served from 1863 to 1871.

Oct. 12, 1877: Howard Mason 
Gore was 
born in Har-
rison Coun-
ty. He served 
as U.S. sec-
retary of ag-
riculture and 
the 14th gov-
ernor of West 
Virginia.

Oct. 12, 2020: Actress Conchata 
Ferrell died. Born in Loudendale, 
Kanawha County, Ferrell was best 
known as Berta the housekeeper 
on the CBS sitcom Two and a Half 

Men. She enjoyed a long career on 
stage, film and television.

Oct.13, 1863: The Battle of 
Bulltown took place. The loca-
tion was valuable during the Civil 
War because the Weston & Gauley 
Bridge Turnpike crossed the Little 
Kanawha River on a covered bridge 
at this site. 

Oct. 14, 1947: In a Bell X-1 
rocket airplane dropped from a B-29 
bomber, Chuck Yeager broke the 
sound barrier by flying 700 miles 

per hour. He set another speed re-
cord on December 12, 1953, by fly-
ing two-and-a-half times the speed 
of sound in a Bell X-1A.

Oct. 14, 1949: WSAZ-TV went 
on the air on channel 5. Early shows 
included the first telecast of a Mar-
shall College (now University) bas-
ketball game on December 3, 1949.

Oct. 14, 1985: Kanawha Airport 
was renamed Yeager Airport in hon-
or of Chuck Yeager.

Oct. 15, 1839: Aretas Brooks 
Fleming was born in Fairmont. In 
1888, Fleming won the Democratic 
nomination for governor and then 

won West Virginia’s most contro-
versial gubernatorial election.

Oct. 16, 1859: John Brown and 
his raiders captured the arsenal at 
Harpers Ferry, but they were soon 
besieged by the local militia and 
federal troops. The raid galvanized 
the nation, further alienating North 
and South and drastically reduc-
ing any possible middle ground for 
compromise.

Oct. 16, 1922: The Rev. Leon 
Sullivan was born in Charleston. In 

1977, Sulli-
van initiated 
the original 
S u l l i v a n 
Principles, 
a code of 
conduct for 
companies 
operating in 
South Af-

rica. The Principles were among the 
most effective efforts to end the sys-
tem of apartheid.

Oct. 17, 1859: Heyward Shep-
herd, a free African-American, was 

killed by John 
Brown’s raid-
ers at Harpers 
Ferry. Shep-
herd was a por-
ter at the local 
railroad station 
and a property 
owner in near-

by Winchester, Virginia.

We put the awe in autumn.
Embark on an autumn adventure at West Virginia’s newest 
state park, Summersville Lake State Park. Breathtaking 
views and scenic vistas will make for an unforgettable 
leaf-peeping excursion. 

WVtourism.com/Summersville

In Van Morrison’s “Brown Eyed 
Girl”, when they went down the old 
mine, what did they take with them?

 
Answer to last week’s Trivia:  In 

Larry Williams’ hit “Boney Moronie” 
(#14 Dec. ‘57) they liked: “making 
love underneath the apple tree.”
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John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

September, 1957

Connect Anywhere, Anytime.

CALL TODAY (833) 317-1335

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance
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Notice is hereby given that WV Reclaim Co, LLC, 2122 Leatherwood Road, Bickmore, WV 25019 has 
submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 School Street, Suite 
301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600 for a Phase 1 Release on Permit No. S-2012-93 for the following increments:

 Increment No. 1 146.23 acres
 Increment No. 3 152.58 acres
 Increment No. 4 177.22 acres
 Increment No. 6 308.14 acres
The permit is located in Henry District of Clay County and Grant and Jefferson Districts of Nicholas 

County, 3.2 miles southeast of Bickmore on Road Fork and unnamed tributary of Leatherwood Creek of 
Elk River of Kanawha River.

WV Reclaim Co, LLC, completed backfilling and regrading on 4-4-2012 and is requesting release of 50 
percent of the reclamation performance bonds currently in the amount of $3,297,000.

Written comments will be received at the DEP address above until November 13, 2023 or thirty (30) days 
from the date of final publication.

S

Legal 2 col x 6”
1005 1012

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, October 5, 2023
Claim Deadline: Monday, December 4, 2023
APPOINTMENT DATE  09/21/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  JULIE FRANCES FOSTER
 ADMINISTRATRIX  ANGELA DENEISE LANE 
  264 TIMBERLINE DR
  PROCIOUS WV 25164-8190 
APPOINTMENT DATE  03/28/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  VINCENT ALLEN KING
 ADMINISTRATRIX  BRITTNEY JEAN CALDWELL 
  403 BOMONT RD
  BOMONT WV 25030
 APPOINTMENT DATE  09/19/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  JONATHAN DEVLIN SIZEMORE
 ADMINISTRATOR  DALTON BLAKE SIZEMORE
  140 CAMP RUN RD
  WALLBACK WV 25285-9762
 APPOINTMENT DATE  09/11/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  LAURA JANE SIZEMORE
 EXECUTOR  RICHARD TOM SIZEMORE III
  2816 WRIGHT HAVEN COURT
  MURFREESBORO TN 37130-9552
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 9/28/2023
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
1005 1012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

In The Matter of Petition of Name Change of 
A.D.    Civil Action No.: 23-P-14
Current Name A.D.    Judge Jack Alsop
To
New Name A.N.

Legal Notice of Publication
Change of Name

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day of October, 2023, at 
11:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioner 
Savannah Nottingham will apply by Petition to the Circuit Court of 
Clay County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said court, 
changing name of A.D. to A.N. at which time any interested party may 
appear and be heard, if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk 
at his office.

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 21st day of September, 
2023.

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
1005 1012

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

In The Matter of Petition of Name Change of 
J.D.    Civil Action No.: 23-P-13
Current Name J.D.    Judge Jack Alsop
To
New Name J.N.

Legal Notice of Publication
Change of Name

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day of October, 2023, at 
11:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioner 
Savannah Nottingham will apply by Petition to the Circuit Court of 
Clay County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said court, 
changing name of J.D. to J.N. at which time any interested party may 
appear and be heard, if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk 
at his office.

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 21st day of September, 
2023.

Legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
1005 1012

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

TO:  Allena Marie Canfield Magistrate Court Case No.: ___
 Salisbury Rd. Family Court Civil Action 
 Ivydale, WV 25113 No.: 23-DV-10
 DOB: 12/16/1996

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
PROTECTIVE ORDER

1. The object of this suit is to obtain protection from the respondent.
2. The object of this Publication by Class I legal advertisement is to 
 notify the Respondent of the PROTECTIVE ORDER prohibiting
 the above-named Respondent from having contact with certain 
 individuals. This Order may affect property and other rights of 
 the Respondent. Violating this Order may subject the Respondent 
 to criminal sanctions. The Respondent is strongly encouraged to 
 obtain a copy of this Protective Order from the Circuit Clerk of the 
 county listed above.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:

It appearing by evidence duly taken in this action that you could not 
be found in or you have left the State of West Virginia, you are hereby 
notified of the ORDER referenced above, a copy of which may be ob-
tained at the Clay County, Circuit Clerk’s office. This PROTECTIVE 
ORDER will remain in effect until 12/25/23.

The Respondent may appeal this Protective Order pursuant to W.Va. 
Code § 48-27-510, within 10 days of the date the Order was entered.

Issued 9/25/23 at 3:15 p.m.

Clerk of the Court

Legal 3 col x 7-1/2”
1012

ADVERTISEMENT (MR-34-BR)
Notice is hereby given that WV RECLAIM CO, LLC, 2122 LEATHERWOOD ROAD, BICK-

MORE, WV 25019 has submitted an application for the reissuance of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit No. 
WV1017705 to the Department of Environmental Protection, 47 School Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 
26416-1150 in order to maintain and monitor an access road and an Abandoned Deep Mine in the Coalburg 
seam/mineral bed. The operation will discharge treated and stormwater into an unnamed tributary of Road 
Fork of Leatherwood Creek of Elk River and is located 3.3 miles southeast of Bickmore, in Henry District 
of Clay County, Longitude 81° 03’ 11” and Latitude 38° 21’ 55” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic 
Map).

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for 
human consumption located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream of this opera-
tion. Please provide your name, phone number, mailing address, the name of the stream being with the 
intake, and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be submitted to the address above.

An anti-degradation review has been conducted. Tier 1 protection is afforded because effluent limitations 
ensure compliance with water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, a full Tier 2 anti-
degradation review has been conducted.

Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the 
Article 11/NPDES application shall be in writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state the nature 
of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such written comments or requests should be sent to the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must also reference the Article 
11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments received by 11/13/23, or thirty (30) days from date 
of publication, will be considered. A copy of the Article 11/WVNPDES application, draft permit, and fact 
sheet (if required) will be available for inspection and obtaining copies during normal business hours at the 
DEP Regional Office located at the address above.

DEP Telephone Number 304-457-3219 Permit Number: WV1017705

LEGALS

Legal 3 col x 8”
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS ON A PROPOSAL TO CLOSE AND CONSOLIDATE
H. E. WHITE ELEMENTARY AND/OR LIZEMORE ELEMENTARY

INTO EXISTING CLAY ELEMENTARY
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE COUNTY OF CLAY

WV 18-4-13a
WV Board of Education Policy 6204

The Clay County Board of Education will hold three public hearings, as follow, on the Superintendent’s 
recommendation to close H. E. White Elementary and/or Lizemore Elementary and consolidate them into 
existing Clay Elementary to take effect at the end of the 2023-2024 school year.
•	 H.	E.	White	Elementary	School	Public	Hearing
 LOCATION: H. E. White Elementary School
 DATE AND TIME: November 2, 2023, at 6:00 P.M.
 Sign in between 5:00 P.M. and 5:55 P.M. to speak.
•	 Lizemore	Elementary	School	Public	Hearing
 LOCATION: Lizemore Elementary School
 DATE AND TIME: November 6, 2023, at 6:00 P.M. 
 Sign in between 5:00 P.M. and 5:55 P.M. to speak.
•	 Clay	Elementary	School	Public	Hearing
 LOCATION: Clay Elementary School
 DATE AND TIME: November 7, 2023, at 6:00 P.M.
 Sign in between 5:00 P.M. and 5:55 P.M. to speak.

ALTERNATIVE DATES AND TIME:
Should the hearing be unable to be held on the scheduled date due to inclement weather or other factors 
beyond the control of the county, the hearing(s) will be held on the following dates at the same location and 
time as the originally scheduled hearing:
	 •	H.	E.	White	Elementary	November	3,	2023,	beginning	at	6:00	P.M.
	 •	Lizemore	Elementary	November	8,	2023,	beginning	at	6:00	P.M.	
	 •	Clay	Elementary	November	9,	2023,	beginning	at	6:00	P.M.

If for any other reason the meeting cannot be conducted on the alternative date or time, the board of educa-
tion shall determine a date or time.
Should the hearing require additional time beyond 11:00 P.M., it will be recessed and will reconvene at the 
same location as the recessed hearing at 6:00 P.M. on the next business day on which no other hearing is 
scheduled.
PLACE:
The hearing location is subject to change if, at the time the meeting is called to order, it is determined there 
is	insufficient	room	to	accommodate	all	those	who	wish	to	attend.	The	hearing	shall	be	recessed	and	moved	
to	a	new	location	of	sufficient	size	to	accommodate	those	who	wish	to	attend.	If	that	happens,	the	new	meet-
ing location shall be posted at the original meeting location. 
PROPOSED ACTION OF THE CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION:
Closure and consolidation of H. E. White Elementary and/or Lizemore Elementary with existing Clay 
Elementary at the end of the 2023-2024 school year
SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN MATERIAL:
Six copies of written material intended to be reviewed by the county board of education must be submitted 
to	the	Office	of	the	Superintendent,	285	Church	Street,	Clay,	West	Virginia	25043	on	or	before	the	close	of	
business on October 26, 2023, in order to provide the county board of education time to consider the mate-
rial before the vote. Facilities will be made available to make copies up to ten pages.
HEARING PROCEDURES:
A representative of Clay County Schools will provide an oral summary of the reasons and supporting data in 
connection	with	the	proposed	action	of	the	Board.	For	a	period	of	fifty-five	minutes	prior	to	the	commence-
ment of the public hearing, persons may sign a register for the purpose of making statements, offering tes-
timony,	and	questioning	school	officials.	Persons	wishing	to	speak	about	the	effects	of	the	proposed	closure	
of H. E. White Elementary and/or Lizemore Elementary and consolidation into existing Clay Elementary, 
as well as those who wish to speak as members of the general public, will be recognized in the order in 
which they have signed the register. Each person shall be limited to three minutes. Written statements may 
be submitted in lieu of oral statements or testimony and must be submitted prior to the conclusion of the 
hearing.	Any	written	statement	will	be	given	full	consideration	before	the	board	takes	any	final	action.
REASONS AND SUPPORTING DATA AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION:
Written reasons and supporting data in connection with the proposed action of the Board are available for 
public inspection on week days when school is in session by September 20, 2023, through November 9, 
2023,	between	the	hours	of	7:30	A.M.	and	4:00	P.M.	in	the	Office	of	the	Superintendent	of	Clay	County	
Schools located at 285 Church Street, Clay, West Virginia.

Philip Dobbins,
Superintendent
Clay County Board of Education
September 13, 2023

LEGALSLegal 3 col x 3-3/4”
1005 1012

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequal-
ification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, 
Charleston, West Virginia, until December 12, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
012 2023080006 S308-16-4.35 00 STBG-0016(364)D ASPHALT PAVING
     Lizemores - Bickmore
     Midpoint
     COUNTY: CLAY
DBE GOAL: 5% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN 
  ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and 
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that 
it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not 
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for 
an award.

LEGALS
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 23-0654-G-390P
MOUNTAINEER GAS COMPANY
 Infrastructure Replacement and Expansion Program
 Filing for 2024

NOTICE OF FILING AND HEARING
On July 31, 2023, Mountaineer Gas Company (Mountaineer) filed its annual Application for approval of 

an Infrastructure Replacement and Expansion Program for 2024 (2024 IREP) with revised IREP rates for 
2024, pursuant to W.Va. Code § 24-2-lk, which authorizes the Public Service Commission of West Virginia 
to approve cost recovery of projects to replace, upgrade and expand natural gas utility infrastructure that are 
deemed to be just and reasonable and in the public interest.

In its Application, Mountaineer forecasts capital investment for calendar year 2024 of $67 million as part 
of its multi-year plan. The 2024 IREP covers several categories of plant asset replacements and improve-
ments, including mains, service lines, measurement and regulator stations, and house regulators. These 
plant investments are proposed to be made in Mountaineer service territories throughout the State. These 
investments are identified in the Application, which  is on file and available for public inspection at the 
Commission’s offices at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia and which may be viewed on the 
Commission’s website, www.psc.state.wv.us.

Mountaineer proposes to recover costs associated with these investments through an additional incre-
ment within the fixed or volumetric base rate component of its rates, depending on the applicable rate 
schedule under which service is rendered, to be effective on January 1, 2024. As a part of Mountaineer’s 
pending general base rate proceeding, Case No. 23-0280-G-42T, IREP investment made prior to January 1, 
2023, will be moved into new base rates to take effect on January 1, 2024. Mountaineer projects that if the 
program and increased rates are approved as requested, the average monthly bill for its various classes of 
customers will be changed on January 1, 2024 as shown below:

Mountaineer Gas Proposed
 Type of Customer $ Increase % Increase
 Residential $ 1.93 1.96%
 Commercial $ 5.26 1.33%
 Large Commercial (*) $ 272.07 0.45%
 Industrial (*) $ 363.56 0.47%
 Resale $ 31.49 0.29%

 *) Increases for Large Commercial and Industrial customers assume transport customers 
 purchase their natural gas at the same price as the Company’s Purchased Gas Adjustment rate.
The increases shown above are compared to the rates currently in place and are based on averages of all 

customers in the indicated class. Each class may receive an increase greater or less than stated here. Indi-
vidual customers may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested 
rates and charges are only a proposal and are subject to change (increase or decrease) by the Public Service 
Commission in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges will not become effective until 
authorized and approved by the Public Service Commission.

The Commission set a procedural schedule, including a hearing date on the Application, if necessary, 
that will begin at 9:30 a.m. on November 27, 2023, continuing on November 28, 2023, if necessary, in the 
Howard M. Cunningham Hearing Room at the Commission’s offices at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, 
West Virginia. If no opposition to the Application is received by the Commission within one week of the 
hearing date, the hearing may be waived and the Commission  may issue a final order within 150 days of 
the Application filing date.

Anyone desiring to intervene should file a written petition to intervene within 20 days following the 
date of this publication unless otherwise modified by Commission order. All requests to intervene should 
briefly state the reason for the request to intervene and comply with the rules on intervention set forth in the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. The Commission will receive public comments until the 
beginning of the hearing. All written comments and requests to intervene should state the case name and 
number and be addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 
25323. Public comments may also be filed online at http://www.psc.state.wv.us/scripts/onlinecomments/
default.cfm by clicking the “Formal Case” link.

MOUNTAINEER GAS COMPANY

LEGALS
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE
   The undersigned Trustee, by virtue of the authority vested in it by that certain Deed of Trust dated 

July 3, 2008, and duly recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, West 
Virginia, in Deed of Trust Book 119, at Page 802, Billy J. Duffield did convey unto Richard A. Pill, Trustee, 
certain real property described in said Deed of Trust; and default having been made under the aforemen-
tioned Deed of Trust, and the undersigned Trustee having been instructed by the secured party to foreclose 
thereunder, will offer for sale at public auction at the front door of the Clay County Courthouse, in Clay, 
West Virginia, on

November 7, 2023, at 10:00 AM
The following described real estate, with its improvements, easements and appurtenances thereunto belong-
ing, situate in the Union District, Clay County, West Virginia, and more particularly described as follows:

The surface only, with its appurtenances thereunto belonging, of those two certain tracts or parcels of real 
estate, together with any building or improvements thereon, situate on the waters  of Elk River, In Union 
District, Clay County, West Virginia, more particularly bounded and described as follows:
TRACT NO. 1: Beginning at a water birch on the bank of said Elk River and corner to Herbert Samples 
Lot, and running with said Samples line across the bottom 305 feet to a stake at the edge of the right of 
way of County (State) Road; thence down the river and with right of way line of said road 420 feet to a 
stake at the lower edge of said right of way; thence across bottom 402 feet to a large water birch on 
the bank of said river; thence up and with said river about 402 feet to the place of beginning, estimated to 
contain about 5 acres, (in reality 4 acres), more or less, but this a conveyance in gross and not by the acre;
TRACT NO. 2: Beginning at a stake at the corner of property heretofore sold to Mae Markle by Winfield 
S. Pierson, and running with the Grishaver line 80 feet to a stake at the said county road; thence down 
the river with the meanders of said road 412 feet to corner of J. M. Salack’s line and lot; and thence down 
the hill 56 feet to a sake and corner of the said Mae Markle lot, and thence to the beginning, containing 
1/2 acre, more or less.
At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have a mailing address of 
5082 Elk River Road, Procious, WV 25164.  
AND BEING the same real estate which was conveyed to Billy J. Duffeld, by Deed dated July 3, 2008, 

from Bonnie Duffield, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, 
West Virginia, in Deed Book 202, at Page 698.

The above-described property will be sold subject to any covenants, restrictions, easements, leases and 
conditions of record, and subject to any unpaid real estate taxes.

The subject property will be sold in “AS IS” condition. The Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any 
existing tenant or person occupying the subject property to vacate said property.

TERMS: Ten percent (10%) of the purchase price as a deposit with the balance due and payable within 
30 days of the day of sale.

 
  Richard A. Pill, Trustee

P. O. Box 440, 85 Aikens Center, Martinsburg, WV 25404
Phone (304) 263-4971, Fax (304) 267-5840, e-mail: foreclosures@pillwvlaw.com

LEGALS
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The West Virginia 
Department of Health 
and Human Resources 
(DHHR), Bureau for 
Public Health joins part-
ners across the nation to 

highlight services avail-
able to West Virginians 

during Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.

The West Virginia 
Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Screening Pro-
gram (WVBCCSP), 
within DHHR’s Bureau 
for Public Health, Office 
of Maternal, Child and 
Family Health, helps 
low-income, uninsured, 
or underinsured women 
gain access to breast and 
cervical cancer screen-
ing services.

“The West Virginia 
Breast and Cervical 
Cancer Screening Pro-
gram provides resources 
to decrease cancer in-
cidence, morbidity, and 
mortality by focusing on 
populations who are un-
derserved and who have 
increased cancer risk 
due to health inequities,” 
said Dr. Matthew Chris-
tiansen, State Health Of-
ficer and Commissioner 
of DHHR’s Bureau for 
Public Health. “Through 
the program, uninsured 
or underinsured West 
Virginians have the 
availability to receive 

screening and information 
on risks and preventive 
measures.”

The WVBCCSP eli-
gible population includes 
those who are uninsured 
or underinsured, at or be-
low 250% of the federal 
poverty level, aged 40 to 
64 years for breast cancer 
services, and aged 21 to 
64 years for cervical can-
cer services. Those who 

are symptomatic or high-
risk under the age of 40 
and those over the age of 
64 who do not have Medi-
care Part B may also re-
ceive services through the 
program. 

Individuals who are in-
terested in resources pro-
vided by WVBCCSP may 
visit dhhr.wv.gov/bccsp 
to view the “Find a Pro-
vider” section organized 
by county.  

To view and apply for 
careers in the public health 
field, visit dhhr.wv.gov/
Pages/Career-Opportuni-
ties.aspx.

LEGALSLegal 2 col x 6”
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, October 5, 2023
Claim Deadline: Monday, December 4, 2023
APPOINTMENT DATE  09/21/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  JULIE FRANCES FOSTER
 ADMINISTRATRIX  ANGELA DENEISE LANE 
  264 TIMBERLINE DR
  PROCIOUS WV 25164-8190 
APPOINTMENT DATE  03/28/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  VINCENT ALLEN KING
 ADMINISTRATRIX  BRITTNEY JEAN CALDWELL 
  403 BOMONT RD
  BOMONT WV 25030
 APPOINTMENT DATE  09/19/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  JONATHAN DEVLIN SIZEMORE
 ADMINISTRATOR  DALTON BLAKE SIZEMORE
  140 CAMP RUN RD
  WALLBACK WV 25285-9762
 APPOINTMENT DATE  09/11/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  LAURA JANE SIZEMORE
 EXECUTOR  RICHARD TOM SIZEMORE III
  2816 WRIGHT HAVEN COURT
  MURFREESBORO TN 37130-9552
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 9/28/2023
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

In The Matter of Petition of Name Change of 
A.D.    Civil Action No.: 23-P-14
Current Name A.D.    Judge Jack Alsop
To
New Name A.N.

Legal Notice of Publication
Change of Name

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day of October, 2023, at 
11:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioner 
Savannah Nottingham will apply by Petition to the Circuit Court of 
Clay County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said court, 
changing name of A.D. to A.N. at which time any interested party may 
appear and be heard, if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk 
at his office.

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 21st day of September, 
2023.

Legal 2 col x 2-3/4”
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

In The Matter of Petition of Name Change of 
J.D.    Civil Action No.: 23-P-13
Current Name J.D.    Judge Jack Alsop
To
New Name J.N.

Legal Notice of Publication
Change of Name

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 16th day of October, 2023, at 
11:30 a.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioner 
Savannah Nottingham will apply by Petition to the Circuit Court of 
Clay County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said court, 
changing name of J.D. to J.N. at which time any interested party may 
appear and be heard, if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk 
at his office.

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 21st day of September, 
2023.

Legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
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IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

TO:  Allena Marie Canfield Magistrate Court Case No.: ___
 Salisbury Rd. Family Court Civil Action 
 Ivydale, WV 25113 No.: 23-DV-10
 DOB: 12/16/1996

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
PROTECTIVE ORDER

1. The object of this suit is to obtain protection from the respondent.
2. The object of this Publication by Class I legal advertisement is to 
 notify the Respondent of the PROTECTIVE ORDER prohibiting
 the above-named Respondent from having contact with certain 
 individuals. This Order may affect property and other rights of 
 the Respondent. Violating this Order may subject the Respondent 
 to criminal sanctions. The Respondent is strongly encouraged to 
 obtain a copy of this Protective Order from the Circuit Clerk of the 
 county listed above.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:

It appearing by evidence duly taken in this action that you could not 
be found in or you have left the State of West Virginia, you are hereby 
notified of the ORDER referenced above, a copy of which may be ob-
tained at the Clay County, Circuit Clerk’s office. This PROTECTIVE 
ORDER will remain in effect until 12/25/23.

The Respondent may appeal this Protective Order pursuant to W.Va. 
Code § 48-27-510, within 10 days of the date the Order was entered.

Issued 9/25/23 at 3:15 p.m.

Clerk of the Court

LEGALS

Eva Jane          
Adkins Thomas
Eva Jane Adkins 

Thomas, 80, of Hartland, 
passed away peacefully 
surrounded by her family 
on Wednesday, October 4, 
2023.

She was the daughter of 
the late Vernon and Sarah 
Ethel Adkins. In addition 
to her parents, she was 

Obituaries

Gage Kadan     
Fugate

Gage Kadan Fugate, 31, 
passed away on Septem-
ber 29, 2023.

Gage was born on Sep-
tember 10, 1992. 

He is preceded in death 
by his paternal grandpar-
ents, Hazel Virginia Wil-
liams and Dencil Fugate; 
Maternal grandparents, 
Mary Barbour and Freddie 
Barbour. 

He is survived by his 
daughter, Ryleigh Hazel 
Fugate; his parents, Gal-
lard and Angie Fugate; his 
sister, Aquayla Fugate; his 
nephews, Kayson, Haidon, 
Zaydon Fugate and his 
niece Stormie Jade Fu-
gate. He is also survived 
by many aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and friends. 

Gage was one of a kind. 
He had the biggest heart, 
the goofiest laugh, and was 
strong willed and stubborn 
at times. He will be missed 
greatly by many people. 

Gage had battled addic-

Arlie Lee Grose
Arlie Lee Grose, 83, 

of Harrison, WV, passed 
away on October 2, 2023

Born on July 29, 1940, 
he was the son of the late 
Hubert and Beulah Cadle 
Grose. In addition to his 
parents, Arlie was pre-
ceded in death by his wife 
of 56 years, Abbie Grose; 
brothers, Roland, Danny, 
and Raymond.

Arlie is survived by 
his sons, Jessie (Brenda) 
Grose, Justen (Samantha) 
Duffield; daughters, Kar-
en (Gary) Nicholas and 
Geneva Flint (Jerry Sig-
man); 8 grandchildren, 8 
great grandchildren; 2 sis-
ters, 4 brothers and very 
special friends, Roscoe 
and Joann Wilson.

Funeral Services will be 
1:00 pm Friday, October 
6, 2023, at Wilson Smith 
Funeral Home, Clay, WV. 
Arlie nephew, Jeff Neff 
will be officiating. Burial 
will follow in the Grose 
Family Cemetery, Harri-
son, WV.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the fam-
ily at wwwcarlwilsonfu-

neralhome.com
Wilson Smith Funeral 

Home is honored to be 
serving the Grose family.

tion for about half of his 
life. When he went to re-
hab two years ago, he was 
determined to do better, to 
be better. While thriving in 
completing his treatment 
program, his battle came 
to an end and his sudden 
relapse claimed his life.

If you’re struggling 
with addiction, know that 
you can do it! Take it min-
ute by minute. It’s never 
too late to change your 
life. Someone out there is 
cheering you on.

Funeral Service will 
be 12:00 pm Saturday, 
October 7, 2023, at Wil-
son Smith Funeral Home, 
Clay, WV with a one-hour 
visitation from 11:00 am 
to 12:00 pm with minister 
Toby Mitchell officiating. 
Burial will follow in the 
Holcomb cemetery, Bick-
more, WV.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at www.carlwilsonfuner-
alhome.com

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Fugate family.

proceeded in death by her 
son, Jim Moore, Jr. and 
her daughters, Melody 
Adkins and Margaret 
Moore; granddaughter, 
Allie Moore; brothers, 
Donald Adkins and Ken-
neth Adkins; sister, Sue 
Workman. 

Left to cherish her 
memory is her beloved 
husband of 45 years, Steve 
Thomas; daughter, Sally 
Morton and her husband, 
Elbert; son, Brian Moore 
and his wife Rene’; grand-
daughter, Abbie Boggs 
and her husband, Bailey 
Boggs; great grandson, 
Tatum Boggs; brother, 
Ronald Adkins of Texas; 
sister, Linda Boggs of In-
diana and Lois Asbury of 
Dog Run. Eva also leaves 
behind several nieces, 
nephews and as well as 
some special kids that she 
considered as her own.

She was a member 
of the Clay Community 
Church. Eva leaves be-
hind a beautiful Christian 
testimony. 

Following Eva’s wish-
es, a graveside service will 
be held at 10:00 am, Tues-
day, October 10, 2023, at 
the Reed Cemetery, Clay, 
WV, with Pastor Wayne 
Litton officiating the cer-
emony. 

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at carlwilsonfuneralhome.
com

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Thomas family. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 23-0654-G-390P
MOUNTAINEER GAS COMPANY
 Infrastructure Replacement and Expansion Program
 Filing for 2024

NOTICE OF FILING AND HEARING
On July 31, 2023, Mountaineer Gas Company (Mountaineer) filed its annual Application for approval of 

an Infrastructure Replacement and Expansion Program for 2024 (2024 IREP) with revised IREP rates for 
2024, pursuant to W.Va. Code § 24-2-lk, which authorizes the Public Service Commission of West Virginia 
to approve cost recovery of projects to replace, upgrade and expand natural gas utility infrastructure that are 
deemed to be just and reasonable and in the public interest.

In its Application, Mountaineer forecasts capital investment for calendar year 2024 of $67 million as part 
of its multi-year plan. The 2024 IREP covers several categories of plant asset replacements and improve-
ments, including mains, service lines, measurement and regulator stations, and house regulators. These 
plant investments are proposed to be made in Mountaineer service territories throughout the State. These 
investments are identified in the Application, which  is on file and available for public inspection at the 
Commission’s offices at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia and which may be viewed on the 
Commission’s website, www.psc.state.wv.us.

Mountaineer proposes to recover costs associated with these investments through an additional incre-
ment within the fixed or volumetric base rate component of its rates, depending on the applicable rate 
schedule under which service is rendered, to be effective on January 1, 2024. As a part of Mountaineer’s 
pending general base rate proceeding, Case No. 23-0280-G-42T, IREP investment made prior to January 1, 
2023, will be moved into new base rates to take effect on January 1, 2024. Mountaineer projects that if the 
program and increased rates are approved as requested, the average monthly bill for its various classes of 
customers will be changed on January 1, 2024 as shown below:

Mountaineer Gas Proposed
 Type of Customer $ Increase % Increase
 Residential $ 1.93 1.96%
 Commercial $ 5.26 1.33%
 Large Commercial (*) $ 272.07 0.45%
 Industrial (*) $ 363.56 0.47%
 Resale $ 31.49 0.29%

 *) Increases for Large Commercial and Industrial customers assume transport customers 
 purchase their natural gas at the same price as the Company’s Purchased Gas Adjustment rate.
The increases shown above are compared to the rates currently in place and are based on averages of all 

customers in the indicated class. Each class may receive an increase greater or less than stated here. Indi-
vidual customers may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested 
rates and charges are only a proposal and are subject to change (increase or decrease) by the Public Service 
Commission in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges will not become effective until 
authorized and approved by the Public Service Commission.

The Commission set a procedural schedule, including a hearing date on the Application, if necessary, 
that will begin at 9:30 a.m. on November 27, 2023, continuing on November 28, 2023, if necessary, in the 
Howard M. Cunningham Hearing Room at the Commission’s offices at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, 
West Virginia. If no opposition to the Application is received by the Commission within one week of the 
hearing date, the hearing may be waived and the Commission  may issue a final order within 150 days of 
the Application filing date.

Anyone desiring to intervene should file a written petition to intervene within 20 days following the 
date of this publication unless otherwise modified by Commission order. All requests to intervene should 
briefly state the reason for the request to intervene and comply with the rules on intervention set forth in the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. The Commission will receive public comments until the 
beginning of the hearing. All written comments and requests to intervene should state the case name and 
number and be addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 
25323. Public comments may also be filed online at http://www.psc.state.wv.us/scripts/onlinecomments/
default.cfm by clicking the “Formal Case” link.

MOUNTAINEER GAS COMPANY

DHHR Highlights Resources During 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
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Mustangs burn Yellow Jackets’ nest in homecoming game; CCHS 
Panthers stomp LCHS Panthers

Elk River Cross Country Invitational held at Dundon
By Allen Hamrick
The CCMS and the 

CCHS Cross Country 
teams continued their 
run for the gold at the 
third annual Elk River 
Invitational.  The cross 
country teams have 
been setting the woods 
on, fire so to speak, run-
ning the hills and the 
valleys and putting Clay 
on the map for extreme 
sports.  Cross country 
isn’t just track and field 
but an extreme show 
of guts and determina-
tion.    The team con-
tinues to grow with top 
notch runners.  Coach 
Ron Starcher and Coach 
Matt Stricker keep the 
runners working hard 
and learning different 
techniques on how to 
consistently run fast, 
and it is showing each 
time they race.  

The cross country 
track in Dundon is start-
ing to be the go to place 
for true cross country 
running; so good in fact 
that the LKC Cham-
pionships will be held 
at Dundon for the first 
time ever this Thursday.  
The CCMS girls’ team 
was up and running first 
and came in 2nd overall 
as a team with Marissa 
Atha being the first to 
cross the finish line 
for the Lady Mustangs 
while coming in at 8th 

place. She was followed 
closely by McKinley 
Mahan who came in 
9th overall.  The CCMS 
boys were up next and 
placed 3rd overall as 
a team with Malachi 
Evans coming in at 6th 
place.  He was followed 

CCMS girls Cross Country team.

Malachi Evans crossing the finish line 
6th place.

Cheyanne Taylor turning on the after burners.

close by Isiah Woods 
who placed 10th over-
all.  Up next were 
the CCHS girls who 
placed 4th overall 
with Cheyanne Tay-
lor crossing the line 
in10th place.  Next 
was the CCHS boys’ 
team who placed 2nd 
overall with Sawyer 
Dobbins coming in 
3rd place.  Elkview 
Middle won both the 
boys and the girls 
events in the middle 
school division.  In 

the high school divi-
sion it was Grafton 
winning the girls 
event and Nitro win-
ning the boys event.  

Don’t forget that 
this Thursday will be 
the LKC Champion-
ships and Dundon 
will have more peo-
ple there than when 
the town was at its 
peak.  Come out and 
enjoy some good 
running competition. 
Good luck to both 
teams!

 Cheerleaders pausing for a photo.

Waylon Stoops cracking the whip. 

Mathew Nealy #59 dropping the QB. Joel Elliot catching this Collins pass in no mans land. 

By Allen Hamrick
Last Thursday night was football 

homecoming night for the Mustangs.  
The CCMS Mustangs continued their 
dominating ground and pound style of 
football narrowly beating Spencer by the 
margin of just six points.  It was a nail 
biter for the duration of the game.  Both 
defenses held their own as did both of-
fenses.  It certainly wasn’t a picnic for 
the Mustangs as the Yellow Jackets came 
in with all stingers loaded.   The Mus-
tangs kept the momentum in the game 
with the score landing even most of the 
time as the offenses traded fist for fist, 
TD for TD.   The Yellow Jackets tied the 
game late in the 4th quarter with just over 
two minutes left in the game and bottle 
necked at 22-22.  The Mustang offense 
went to work and got the ball in with not 
much time left on the clock.  Mustang 
defense tightened up their belt and held 
the Yellow Jackets.  The final score of the 
game was Mustangs 28, Yellow Jackets 
22.  The Mustangs still have a chance to 
get to the big dance but have to make sure 
they win out the rest of the season.  Up 
next will be Webster.  So, if you have a 
thirst for football at its finest, make your 
plans to head to their next game on the 
road at Webster.

At the half, it was time to announce 
the next football homecoming queen of 
CCMS.  As the cheerleaders lined up, 
the 6th, 7th and 8th grade princesses, 
along with their escorts, strolled onto 
the field.  As we all know, there can only 
be one queen and the tension was thick 
enough to sell for five bucks a pound 

as the announcement was made.  Chey-
enne Adkins had her name announced to 
the cheers of the fans, and she became 
the 2023 CCMS Football Homecoming 
Queen.  Queen Cheyenne Adkins gra-
ciously accepted the crown as Principal 
Leslie Goe placed it on her head.  Lathan 
Brown was the queen’s escort.  Cheyenne 
Adkins will no doubt wear the crown 
well and represent the school with pride.  
Congratulations to the new queen and the 
football team on their win.

In other football news, it was the 
Central Panthers against the Southern 
Panthers this past Friday night when 
the CCHS Panthers took on the Lincoln 
County Panthers.  The southern Panthers 
of Lincoln County came in to this game 
having a tough time getting in the win-
ner’s circle.  They came to our Panther in 
hopes that their losing streak would not 
continue.  The teams were nearly equal 
in strength and skill, but Lincoln lacked 
the pure grit of Clay’s Panthers.  Right 
away one could see that the CCHS Pan-
thers had a mind set for stopping any 
offense that the LCHS Panthers could 
muster.  The CCHS Panthers defense dug 
in and had some hiccups but squashed 
the offense of the LCHS Panthers over-
all.  When the smoke cleared, the CCHS 
Panthers went to the locker room with 
yet another win under their belt.  The fi-
nal score was CCHS Panthers 60, LCHS 
Panthers 38. This was another good win 
for the CCHS Panthers. Next week, the 
boys will be at home playing Grafton; 
come out and enjoy the game.  


