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Report: WV personal income 
tax cut will cripple communities

By Nadia Ramlagan
A new report singles out West Virginia for the state’s 

costly tax cuts enacted this year, and the drastic lost in 
revenue expected to exacerbate existing budget short-
falls in higher education and other state services.

The report from the Center on Budget and Policy Pri-
orities found that beginning in 2025, the Mountain State 
will collect more than $800 million a year less in per-
sonal income tax revenue than it was previously.

The Center’s Senior Advisor for State Tax Policy, 
Wesley Tharpe, said the gains from that personal income 
tax cut are going to flow overwhelmingly to people at 
the top of the income-tax scale.

“West Virginia is one of many states that already has 
a history of underinvestment in public services,” said 
Tharpe. “The state of saying things like a very strained 
funding for colleges and universities, a state foster care 
system that is really struggling to keep up with need.”

According to the report, the cuts will result in the bot-
tom 20% of West Virginia filers - those making under 
$19,000 a year - receiving $21 per year on average, 
while the top one percent will take an extra $10,000 a 
year.

Tharpe added that income taxes help buffer states 
against hard times.

“States really want to be raising enough revenue so 
that they have that cushion for things that may be entire-
ly unexpected,” said Tharpe, “like, say, the COVID-19 
pandemic, or things like an economic downturn.”

According to the report, twenty-six states cut their 
personal income tax rates and/or corporate income tax 
rates in 2023, thirteen of them multiple times.

Supporters of slashing personal income taxes argue 
such measures put more money in the pockets of resi-
dents and boost local economies.

WV Flood Resiliency Trust Fund waiting for allocations 
State Resiliency Office updated Legislative Interim Committee on Flooding 

By Autumn Shelton, 
West Virginia Press Asso-
ciation

Nine months after Sen-
ate Bill 677 established 
the West Virginia Flood 
Resiliency Trust Fund and 
placed the administrative 
authority of the West Vir-
ginia Disaster Recovery 
Trust Fund under the State 
Resiliency Office (SRO), 
State Resiliency Officer 
Bob Martin, at the Dec. 
10 interim meetings, told 
members of the West Vir-
ginia Legislature’s Joint 
Legislative Interim Com-
mittee on Flooding there 
is still no money in either 
account.

According to Senate Bill 
677, which was passed on 
March 11, and became 
West Virginia State Code 
§29-31, the West Virginia 
Flood Resiliency Trust 
Fund “may be granted an 
initial allocation” of $40 
million from the state’s 
general revenue fund, and 
the SRO may request up 
to $40 million each year 
to replenish funding.

Additionally, the bill 
states that the West Vir-
ginia Disaster Recov-
ery Trust Fund, “may be 
granted an initial one-time 
allocation” of $10 million 
with allowable requests of 
up to $10 million in an-
nual funding.

“There’s no money in 
the resiliency fund or the 
Disaster Recovery Trust 
Fund,” Martin said, add-
ing that the SRO also does 
not have an employee 
who deals specifically 
with grant writing, which 
would help the state ac-
quire available federal 
grants. However, he said 
that the SRO has been 
working with the Gover-
nor’s office to determine 
how they may enter the 
grant system. 

“It took quite an effort 
just to get our office a 

Bob Stover and wife Rozella were surrounded by wrestlers from the past and the present. Allen Hamrick photo 

Bob Stover Duals 2023 - 
remembering the living legend

government unique iden-
tification number,” Mar-
tin said. “The way you 
go through the process 
makes it look like you’re 
a contractor. So we had 
to work through different 
things just to get a (Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency) FEMA GO 
document number so that 
we would be able to oper-
ate and actually apply for 
grants.” 

In response to a ques-
tion from Sen. Eric Nel-
son, R-Kanawha, about 
how many people work 
for the SRO, Martin re-
sponded that they current-
ly have three employees–a 
director, a deputy director 
and an administrative as-
sistant. 

Additionally, the SRO 
has an annual budget 
of between $500,000-
$600,000, which is ad-
equate at the moment, but 

that may change in the fu-
ture, Martin said. 

“I would expect that 
if we had to grow post-
disaster— if we were go-
ing into that mode where 
we would have to expand 
quite a bit—we would 
have to have a significant 
change,” Martin noted. 
“But, it may also work 
if we were able to take 
people from other agen-
cies that have expertise 
. . . transfer people that 
have expertise in certain 
areas like budgeting, le-
gal, grants, grant admin-
istration – those would be 
the people that we could 
transfer into those offices. 
So, it would be more of a 
shell move from point A 
to B, rather than all brand 
new people.”

Sen. Eric Tarr, R-Put-
nam, then discussed the 
ability for universities to 
assist with grant writing. 

“The Legislature . . . I 
believe it was last year, 
appropriated right at $1 
million to both Marshall 
[University] and WVU 
(West Virginia University) 
for grant writing programs 
to assist entities, whether 
it be a political subdivi-
sion or whatever, through-
out the state, so that you 
have the university capac-
ity for grant writing for 
any type of grant,” Tarr 
said. “I would love to see 
that utilized.”  

Martin said he was “un-
aware” that a grant writ-
ing link existed with the 
universities, but that he 
would look into it. 

Committee Chair Sen. 
Chandler Swope, R-Mer-
cer, said, “It looks like, in 
summary, a great deal of 
time and effort has gone 
into just organizational 
and informational sys-
tems–trying to figure out 

who does what and how, 
and get the mapping you 
need.”

Swope added, “You 
can’t execute a contract 
until you’ve got all this 
background work done.” 

He asked Martin how 
much longer it might take 
before the SRO may ap-
ply for funding, and when 
work on contacts might 
begin. 

Martin responded that 
they are “working through 
each piece,” however, 
some projects may start 
soon. 

“I would like to think 
that we are less than a year 
out,” Martin said. “I can’t 
write a check for that, but 
I would like to think that 
we’re less than a year out 
[from] executing proj-
ects.” 

“I would like to have 
a shovel in the ground in 
Milton (Cabell County) 

within the year, so that we 
can actually break ground 
there,” Martin continued, 
adding they may only be 
able to start the acquisi-
tion of abandoned proper-
ties that have experienced 
repeated flooding.

According to Martin, 
the SRO had started nec-
essary deed and title work 
to begin the Milton flood-
wall project, but the feder-
al Water Resources Devel-
opment Act of 2022 was 
passed, which increased 
the federal share of the 
project costs from 65% to 
90%. 

Although this increase 
in the federal share was 
good news, it did cause a 
project setback. 

“What that also did was 
it meant that the Army 
Corps of Engineers had 
to step back and they had 
to go to their headquarters 

December PAX winners announced at Big Otter
Students at Big Otter Elementary are following 

the PAX Good Behavior Game and becoming 
role models for other students. These students 
show a positive attitude towards their classmates 
and teachers.  PAX Stars are rewarded with a 
certificate and a special lunch with their fam-
ily. Congratulations to the following students for being 
selected as the December 2023 PAX Leaders at Big Otter 
Elementary School!

Mr. Vaughan – 5th Grade – Aliya Brannon
Mrs. Burns – 4th Grade – Paisley Adkins
Mrs. Pierson – 3rd Grade – Michael Gill (not 

pictured)
Mr. Vaughan - 3rd Grade - Kendelynn Harold
Ms. Jarvis – 2nd Grade – Ginger Duffield
Ms. Paxton – 2nd Grade – Jett Wilmoth
Ms. Douglas – 1st Grade – Hadley McLaugh-

lin
Mrs. Collins – Kindergarten – Vesuvius Legg 

(not pictured)
Mrs. Holcomb - Kindergarten - Neveah Brown
Mrs. Marks - PreK - Roxanne Lockhart
Ms. Sears – PreK – Cole Titus
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport pack in-

cluded for a limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, easy installa-
tion, and da-ta plans up to 300 GB. Call 
844-230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Stand-ard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bo-nus offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& han-dling. Call Maxsip Telecom to-
day! 1-833-317-1335

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 

free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced de-bris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Pub-lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 
or visit dorrancein-fo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physi-cians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
war-ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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RESILIENCY
Continued From Page 1

Braxton County

Braxton County

Clay County

Clay County

niCholas County

The Clay County Middle School afterschool program 
is still seeking donated sewing machines. If you have 
a working portable sewing machine that you no longer 
need and would like to donate to a beginning sewist, 
please drop it off at the Clay County Library earmarked 
for the CCMS sewing class. The manual would be great 
to have with the machine. Please, include your contact 
information. In the case that the class is too small for 
the number of machines that may be donated, leave a 
note saying what you want done with it. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main 
Street in Clay is open to serve the public every Monday 
and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Gary Augustus Beamer
Booked 12/27/23
Capias for felony

Keely Harper-Flinn
Booked 12/28/23

Possession of a controlled 
substance

Jennifer Ellen Kemp
Booked 12/25/23

DUI controlled substance

Gary Robert Moore
Booked 12/26/23

Possession of a controlled 
substance

David Lee Dawkins
Booked 12/23/23

Trespassing asked to leave

Patrick Aaron Mullins
Booked 12/23/23

Petit larceny, fleeing in 
vehicle, entering without 

breaking

and come up with, ‘What does this mean? What is the 
implementation plan for this 90/10 (match) going to 
mean for everybody?’” Martin said. “They finally got 
that worked out. I’m glad to say that just this week we 
got the new amended partnership agreement with the 
Army Corps of Engineers signed. So, the state’s part is 
taken care of, but we are still waiting on Milton to get 
their piece done.”

The SRO is also working on the development of the 
state’s Flood Resiliency Plan, which must be completed 
by June 30, 2024, Martin stated.

The former Flood Protection Plan (2004) will serve as 
the base document for the Flood Resiliency Plan, Martin 
said, noting that the new document will be presented in 
a digital format with “easy to read” sections.

“A nonprofit or a community group or a local com-
munity will be able to pull the section out that they need, 
read through it, and . . . look for goals and recommen-
dations and how to implement those within the plan” 
Martin stated.

“A lot of those communities are marginalized com-
munities,” Martin later said. “They are communities 
that don’t have the capacity to build what they have and 
build what they need, nor the people to go ahead and put 
together the products to go ahead and apply for grants.” 

The plan will also include a resiliency trend calcula-
tor, mapping overlays, a list of projects completed, a list 
of agency recommendations, and an education compo-
nent so communities have a better understanding of how 
their actions may lead to flooding. 

“We’re looking to that next piece,” Martin said, add-
ing that he may have gained six months had he known 
about the “grant writing piece” earlier.

“Now that I know this, I will pursue that piece of it to 
get others out there to be able to assist with it,” he said.

“I’m not afraid to work with anybody who’s willing 
to work with us and help us get in the right direction,” 
Martin concluded.

In addition to Martin’s presentation, members of the 
interim Joint Committee on Flooding also heard a pre-
sentation from Melissa Roberts, executive director of 
the American Flood Coalition, and a presentation on 
the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities 
(BRIC) program from G.E. McCabe, director of the 
West Virginia Emergency Management Agency. 

Appalachian Power seeks approval of 
settlement agreement in fuel cost cases

Appalachian Power, 
along with Wheeling 
Power, today filed a set-
tlement agreement with 
the Public Service Com-
mission of West Virginia 
(PSC) that addresses the 
companies’ Expanded 
Net Energy Cost (ENEC) 
cases.

ENEC is the mecha-
nism for adjusting the 
amount included in rates 
for fuel and purchased 
power. As coal and 
natural gas prices rose 
sharply across the coun-
try in 2021 and 2022, the 
companies paid more for 
fuel and purchased power 
than the amount included 
in rates. The ENEC cases 
request reimbursement 
of $553 million of costs 
incurred, but not yet re-
covered, to produce and 
provide electricity.

The proposed settle-
ment includes a $50 
million reduction in the 
requested fuel defer-
ral amount. In addition 
to fuel costs, the settle-
ment addresses storm 
recovery, environmental 
compliance and other 
costs associated with 
Appalachian Power and 
Wheeling Power’s gen-
eration fleets. It utilizes 
a financial tool known as 

securitization, an option 
the West Virginia legisla-
ture passed into law with 
broad support in 2023 to 
address customer afford-
ability.

Securitization allows 
certain commission-ap-
proved costs to be recov-
ered through the issuance 
of bonds. This approach 
mitigates impact on cus-
tomer bills by enabling 
recovery of these ex-
penses over a much lon-
ger timeframe and recov-
ery of other allowable 
costs at a lesser rate of 
return. Customer bill im-
pacts will be determined 
following the PSC’s ac-
tion on this settlement 
and the outcome of the 
securitization process. 
It is anticipated that any 
changes in customers’ 
bills will be minimal.

“We are confident this 
settlement will achieve 
the most stable outcome 
and least rate impact pos-
sible for our West Virgin-
ia customers,” said Aaron 
Walker, Appalachian 
Power president and 
COO. “We encourage the 
PSC to approve the set-
tlement, which will keep 
customer bills affordable 
and support a reliable en-
ergy system.”

The West Virginia En-
ergy Users Group and the 
West Virginia Coal As-
sociation joined Appala-
chian Power and Wheel-
ing Power in signing 
onto the agreement. The 
settlement is subject to 
review and approval by 
the PSC.

Appalachian Power has 
1 million customers in 
Virginia, West Virginia, 
and Tennessee (as AEP 
Appalachian Power). It is 
part of American Electric 
Power, which is focused 
on building a smarter en-
ergy infrastructure and 
delivering new technolo-
gies and custom energy 
solutions. AEP’s approxi-
mately 17,000 employees 
operate and maintain the 
nation’s largest electric-
ity transmission system 
and more than 225,000 
miles of distribution lines 
to efficiently deliver safe, 
reliable power to nearly 
5.6 million regulated 
customers in 11 states. 
AEP is also one of the na-
tion’s largest electricity 
producers with, approxi-
mately 29,000 megawatts 
of diverse generating 
capacity, including more 
than 6,100 megawatts of 
renewable energy.

Jody Lynn McCartney
Booked 12/28/23

Domestic assault, domestic 
battery

Terry Ray Welch
Booked 12/28/23

Domestic assault, possession 
of a controlled substance, 

domestic battery, unlawful 
restraint

Phelena Dorn Ferrell
Booked 12/28/23
Domestic battery
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Home Country
By: Slim Randles

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

 The first chartered #1 hit that created the dividing 
line between all the pop music that came before and 
all that followed, creating the beginning of the rock 
& roll era was: “(We’re Gonna) Rock Around The 
Clock”, Bill Haley & The Comets, July 9, 1955.  

This is the last article of the Free Press’ 50’s & 
60’s Rock & Roll Trivia.  Hey cats and dolls, it’s been 
a blast. So keep those stax of wax spinnin’ and we’ll 
see you later alligator.

1-855-405-3412
Dental50Plus.com/Press

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details about this 
insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specific offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer. 
In WV: To find a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/find-dentist. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E); 
Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC, ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Certificate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

6323

Get your FREE Information Kit

DENTAL Insurance

 The Bible begins with God creating Heaven and Earth 
and pronouncing everything good. The Garden of Eden 
was a perfect paradise of peace. But then, the enemy 
entered the garden, questioning God, His Word, and His 
goodness. The Devil deceived Eve, she disobeyed and 
ate the forbidden fruit, and then Adam rebelled against 
God›s command doing the same. Their eyes were open. 
They were ashamed and ran and hid from God. Their 
relationship with God has changed, now running away 
and hiding from him rather than enjoying His fellow-
ship in peace. Their relationship with each other has 
changed, as there is now conflict at the very core. Their 
relationship with the world has changed as they are 
removed from the garden and forbidden to enter. The 
world itself is now cursed and challenging and frustrat-
ing. The peace in their lives, with each other and God, 
has been shattered.

In that first gospel message, there is a promise that the 
Seed of the Woman will come and destroy the Devil and 
his works. He is the hope of restoring that peace. Later 
in Genesis, God promised Abraham a people and a land; 
all nations will be blessed in the coming seed. But we 
don’t find it realized. God delivers Israel out of Egyptian 
bondage, where there is no peace, and brings them into 
the land of promise, where there is hope for peace, but 
it is not accomplished because they didn’t drive the en-
emies out of the land. God gave them a good king in Da-

vid, with a promise of David’s throne, and it looks like 
his son Solomon brought that peace. There was bless-
ing, wealth, security, and happiness (1 Kings 4:20). But, 
because of Solomon’s sin and failure, it did not last. His 
death brought division, splitting the kingdom, idolatry, 
and false promises of false peace (Jer. 6:14, 22-23).

God’s people still looked for peace in the coming 
Messiah (Psalms 29:11). Their hope was in the Prince 
of Peace (Isa 9:9-7). In the gospel of Luke, we read 
of the angelic announcement of the birth of the Mes-
siah proclaiming “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 1:76-79; 
Luke 2:11-14). In Luke 12:51, Jesus surprises by say-
ing, “Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? 
I tell you, Nay; but rather division.” How can this be? 
Because the peace Jesus is bringing is more than an ab-
sence of conflict with the Romans, wealth, and societal 
flourishing. There is a greater enemy, and there will be 
no peace until the cause of all suffering is dealt with. 
Jesus came to pay for the sins of His people. Christ is 
the author of peace that the world cannot give (1 Cor-
inthians 14:33; John 14:27) and provides us peace with 
God (Romans 5:1-10). One day, God will create a new 
heaven and a new earth. There will be no sin, thus no 
division or disunity, war, need, or loneliness. There will 
be peace.

The BapTisT Classroom
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

There will be peace

The Regifting Queen of the Family
Dr. James L. Snyder
Sitting around the 

Christmas tree with my 
family and opening up 
Christmas presents stirred 
fond memories of my Aunt 
Edith. She was known as 
The Regifting Queen of 
our family. And believe 
me, she earned that name 
quite well.

Most of the family 
didn’t catch on to what she 
was doing. I know I didn’t 
realize it until several 
years before she passed.

Little did we know that 
when we gathered as a 
family at Christmas time, 
the gifts we received from 
Aunt Edith were regifted. I 
had no idea what that meant 
then, but I was to find out 
what it was all about.

One of my cousins 
caught on first. One Christ-
mas, he received a gift that 
he remembered from last 
Christmas, which was given 
to her. At first, he thought 
he was imagining things, 
but as the gifts kept going 
around, he began to notice 
that the gifts given to his 
family members were given 
to his Aunt Edith last year.

She had it very well 
worked out because nobody 
got a gift from her that they 

gave to her the year before. 
When my cousin mentioned 
this to me, I thought he was 
joking, and I just went along 
with him. But I was to real-
ize that maybe what he was 
saying was true.

I started paying atten-
tion to the gifts Aunt Edith 
gave to the family so I 
could remember them for 
next year. And sure enough, 
the following year, people 
received gifts from Aunt 
Edith that had been given to 
her the year before.

My cousin looked at me, 
looked back, and we just 
smiled, hoping we could 
keep our secret.

Based on that thought, 
my cousin and I gave Aunt 
Edith a present we would 
want the following year. 
Sure enough, those gifts ap-
peared to our family from 
good old Aunt Edith. Ev-
erybody smiled, thankful 
for Aunt Edith’s thoughtful-
ness at Christmas time.

That was the one thing 
my cousin and I looked for-
ward to each year. And the 
thing was, everybody got 
from Aunt Edith a present 
they gave her the year be-
fore. She was very good at 
this regifting.

We discovered that when 
Auth Edith got a Christmas 
gift, she always put the giv-
er’s name on the gift. That 
way, she would not get the 
gifts mixed when she re-
gifted them.

My cousin and I let it fly 
because we did not want to 
embarrass Aunt Edith. She 
was such a wonderful lady, 
and we felt that if that was 
her way of celebrating 
Christmas, so be it.

As the years went on, 
Aunt Edith got older. No 
surprise there. Everybody 
gets older. But as she got 

older, her memory began 
to play tricks on her.

I began to notice one 
year when Aunt Edith 
gave me a Christmas pres-
ent that I gave her the year 
before. Up to this time, 
that had never happened. 
She was very particular in 
how she distributed her re-
gifting.

As I opened my gift 
from her, I began to chuck-
le because it was what I 
gave her last year. I didn’t 
say anything because I re-
spected her and everybody 
makes mistakes. I just 
went along with her regift-
ing program.

I almost told my cousin, 
but I thought I’d just better 
leave everything under the 
table at this point. After 
all, Christmas is a merry 
time of the year, and I 
didn’t want to sabotage the 
merry element.

Watching Aunt Edith 
throughout the year, I no-
ticed her memory was slip-
ping. With that in mind, I 
was anxious for Christmas 
to come and see how Aunt 
Edith would handle her re-
gifting.

As it turned out, that 
year was the last year 
Aunt Edith was around for 
Christmas. It was a special 
Christmas, although we 
did not know it then.

As the gifts were being 
passed around and as peo-
ple began opening their 
gifts from Aunt Edith, 
people began to recognize 
that this was a gift they had 
given her last year. It was 
hard for me to believe, but 
everybody got from Aunt 
Edith what they had given 
her the Christmas before.

After all those years 
of meticulously regifting 
those Christmas presents, 

it was finally catching up. 
Nobody knew what to do 
or say at that point. Ev-
erybody just thanked Aunt 
Edith for her wonderful 
Christmas presents. No-
body realized what was 
happening, but Aunt Edith 
confused the names on the 
gifts as the “for” and not 
the “from.”

It wasn’t until Aunt 
Edith’s funeral that people 
began to share their ideas 
about Christmas. Someone 
said, “Did you know that 
at the last Christmas party, 
I received a gift from Aunt 
Edith that I gave her the 
year before?”

When she said that, ev-
erybody began to laugh 
and had the same story to 
tell. Aunt Edith had been 
meticulously regifting all 
her Christmas presents for 
all those years, and no-
body knew it until her last 
Christmas.

What I took away 
from it is that if I’m go-
ing to give a gift, I should 
give a gift I want to re-
ceive myself. And I must 
thank good old Aunt 
Edith for that thinking. 
I couldn’t help but think 
of a Bible verse. “Be 
not deceived; God is not 
mocked: for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Galatians 6:7-
8).

Whatever I do to others 
will finally come back on 
me. Give what you want to 
receive is my motto.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.

It was half-past second coffee and darn near to French 
toast time and it had been very quiet at the round table, 
that general headquarters of the World Dilemma Think 
Tank. 

   “Heard something interesting yesterday,” said Herb. 
“Kids were talking on the sidewalk and I couldn’t help 
but hear parts of it. I had to stop and ask them about it, 
even if it seemed rude to them.

  “Seems somebody tipped them off that there was a 
thousand dollars in gold coins buried beneath the step-
ping stone going into Jenkin’s  cabin.”

  Dud looked up, “But nobody knows where Jenkin’s 
cabin is, and he’s gone now and we may never know.”

   “That’s true enough. But there’s more. The other 
thing I heard from them,” Herb said, “was that it was you 
who told them about the gold.”

   Dud looked up sheepishly. “Well ….”
   “You did, didn’t you, Dud,” said Doc. “I can tell by 

the look on your face.”
“Your fault, Doc. You remember you said a winter 

around here isn’t complete without a hoax? Remember 
your fictional pet squirrel?”

  “Yeah,” said Steve. “Chipper.”
  “So, since I decided to train a few local dogs into 

a dog team, I thought this would be a good way to get 
started.”

  “You lost me there,” said Steve.
  “Well, with a couple dozen teenagers snowshoeing 

around looking for Jenkins’s cabin, that ought to pack 
some nice trails for anyone with a team of dogs.”

   No one laughed until Doc started, and by then it was 
too late. Even sides of bacon couldn’t quell the noise.

-
Brought to you by Dogsled, A True Tale of the North, 

by Slim Randles, Now available on Amazon.com. 

Evergreens In The Forest
By: Joseph J. Mazzella 
When I was a boy, as Christmastime drew near my 

Dad would always go up in the woods and pick out a 
small evergreen tree to cut down for our Christmas tree. 
One year I went with him and much to the annoyance 
of my brothers picked the most ugly, scraggly, pine tree 
known to man to be our Christmas tree. My Dad, how-
ever, in his love for me, cut it down and decorated it, as 
bad as it looked. Then after the New Year arrived he took 
it outside and dropped it near the edge of the woods to 
decompose. I watched it all through the winter with a 
little sadness as its needles turned brown and fell off. I 
really wished it could have lived longer and grown taller.

When I was a young married man with kids of my 
own we spent one Christmas at my father- in-law’s house 
and discovered that instead of cutting his evergreen tree 
down he had dug it up and put it in a large pot filled with 
dirt. He watered it and cared for it all through the Christ-

mas season and then replanted it in his backyard to enjoy 
and watch grow in the years to come.

These days my Christmas tree is artificial and all of 
the evergreens in the woods are safe from me. Instead of 
chopping down or buying one each year I look at them 
growing fifty and sixty feet tall in the woods around my 
home. How beautiful they look when the snow falls on 
their limbs. And when the coldest and darkest days of 
winter arrive they remind me that life, growth, and love 
continue on even while the other trees slumber. They 
help to keep my heart bright and my spirits light until 
spring comes again.

I think God gave us all of these evergreens in the for-
ests for a special reason. He gave them to us to remind us 
of life during the darkest days of winter. He gave them to 
us to encourage us to share our beauty, light, and love as 
well. He gave them to us to show us that life, growth, and 
love are eternal. May we always welcome their beauty 
into our hearts.

v i s i t  u s  o n l i n e  a t 
c l a y c o u n t y f r e e p r e s s . c o m
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Puzzle Answers Page 2

The following events happened on these dates in West 
Virginia history. To read more, go toe-WV: The West Vir-
ginia Encyclopedia at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

Jan. 3, 1856: Musician Lewis Johnson “Uncle Jack” 
McElwain of Webster County was born. He was the 
most respected fiddler in central West Virginia during 
his lifetime. He took part in many fiddle contests, and 
no one can recall him ever being beaten.

Jan. 3, 1921: The state capitol building in Charleston 
was destroyed by fire. The so-called Victorian capitol, 
the second one in Charleston, had opened in 1887. After 
the fire, a temporary wood-frame building was erected 
in just 42 days and became known as the “pasteboard 
capitol.” It burned in 1927.

Jan. 4, 1897: Classes 
began at Montgomery 
Preparatory School, a 
state institution estab-
lished to prepare stu-
dents for West Virginia 
University. The school 
evolved into the West 

Virginia University Institute of Technology.
Jan. 5, 1810: The Virginia General Assembly rec-

ognized 20 acres of land owned by farmer and trader 
Thomas Buffington at the confluence of the Guyandotte 
and Ohio rivers as the new village of Guyandotte.

Jan. 6, 1828: Ward Hill Lamon was born in Jefferson 
County. Lamon was friend, law partner and unofficial 
bodyguard to President Abraham Lincoln. President 
Lincoln was assassinated when Lamon was away in 
Richmond on business. 

Jan. 6, 1931: An underground gas explosion killed 
eight men at the Glen Rogers coal mine in Wyoming 
County—eight years after another explosion had killed 
27 at the same mine. 

Jan. 7, 1955: The Cedar Lakes Conference Center of-
ficially opened, though it was not named until 1957. The 
name was chosen for its two lakes and an abundance of 
native cedar trees. 

Jan. 8, 1866: William 
Gustavus Conley was 
born near Kingwood in 
Preston County. Conley 
was West Virginia’s 18th 
governor, serving from 
1929 to 1933. 

Jan. 8, 1919: The 
West Virginia legislature 
ratified the U.S. constitu-
tion’s 18th Amendment 
in the Senate, 26-0, and 

in the House, 81-3. West Virginia was the 21st state to 
ratify the amendment. National prohibition went into ef-
fect under the Volstead Act on January 16, 1920.

Jan. 8, 1926: Comedi-
an Soupy Sales was born 
Milton Supman. Raised 
in Huntington and gradu-
ating from Marshall Col-
lege (now University), he 
achieved fame as a wacky 
television personality.

Jan. 9, 1911: Louise 
McNeill was born on the 
family farm in Pocahon-
tas County. She was ap-

pointed poet laureate by Governor Jay Rockefeller in 
1979, holding that title until her death in 1993.

Jan. 9, 2014: Hazardous chemicals were discovered 
leaking into the Elk River, contaminating the water sup-
ply for a nine-county region.
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October 1957

From Duracell, the #1 trusted 
battery brand, the M150 Portable 
Power Station enables you to work 
and have fun from anywhere – the 
kitchen table, the couch, the porch, 
airplanes, tailgates, co� ee shops or 
wherever else you’d like.

M150 Portable
Power Station

POWER UP FROM ANYWHERE

ONLY $199

*Order by December 15th for Christmas delivery. Battery purchase does not include phone.

Give the gift of portable 
power to friends and family 
this holiday season!*

portablepower.info/o� er72

When fully charged, the M150 provides:

Laptop Phone Tablet

1 Charge 6 Charges 3 Charges

Earbuds Smartwatch Drone

50 Charges 50 Charges 4 Charges

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Looking for someone to plow snow from the 

 lot and shovel snow from the sidewalk for the 
Clay County Department of Health and 

Human Resources office in Clay, WV.

If interested, please contact 
Patty Martin at 304-872-0810

Connect Anywhere, 
Anytime.

CALL TODAY (833) 317-1335

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance

������
��������������
���������������

�����


��������������������
�������������������
������
�	�������

������������������������������������
��������������
��	������������������
���������������������������������

����������������������������

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-12821-844-803-1282
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A
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD
Sunday Night Services
6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Everyone is welcome!
Pastor: Paul E. Young

B
BELL CREEK
COMMUNITY BAPTIST
CHURCH
NO Scheduled Services
At This Time

BELL CREEK
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Dixie
Thursday Night 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
with Services After
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: Lee Holiday
(304) 632-1135

BETHEL BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah.
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM

BETHEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH, Porter Creek
Road, Bomont, WV
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:30 PM
Thursday Night Service
7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Junior Davis

BICKMORE BAPTIST
CHURCH located at Bick-
more on Fola Road
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening services
7:00 PM
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane

BIG OTTER BAPTIST
CHURCH OF IVYDALE
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday prayer service
and Bible Study 6:30 PM
Pastor: Danny Richardson

BIG UNION BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:15 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service 1st,
3rd and 4th
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
2nd Sunday Communion
Service 6:00 PM
Pastor: Pete Shaffer

BLUE KNOB CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Everyone is Welcome!

BUFFALO VALLEY
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday
School 10:00 AM Worship
Service 11:00 AM Sunday
Evening Service
6:00 PM
Radio Broadcast, Sunday
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV
Summersville
Everyone Welcome Pastor:
John Pruitt

BURKE MEMORIAL
METHODIST CHURCH in
Procious. Across Camp Creek
Bridge on the left. Preaching
Every Sunday
9:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Bible Study every Wednesday
7:00 PM Pastor: Jerry
Chandler

C
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
LIZEMORE
Prayer Service and Bible
Study, Tuesday 7:00 PM
Regular Service Sunday
Nights at 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore

CHURCH OF GOD
BENTREE
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Come and worship the Lord
with us.
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr.
CLAY COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service 7:00
PM. Everyone welcome.

CLAY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship 11:00 AM.
Everyone is Welcome!
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins

CLENDENIN UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:00 AM – Preaching
6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:30 PM
Pastor: Fred Walker

CLIO COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00
PM
Wednesday Worship
7:00 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: George Stickland

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall-
ing Rock, Clay County
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 AM
Sunday School 11:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:30 PM
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM
Teachings from the King
James Bible
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Darris Barker

CORNERSTONE
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 7:00
PM
Wednesday Prayer Service/
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM
Pastor: Roy Huffman

E
ELK RIVER BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Saturday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: Brace Cook

F
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST
TEMPLE
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Pastor: Bret Wiley

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road
Sunday Service 6:00 PM
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy
Anderson

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Bomont, WV
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
and 6:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Nick Bird
Phone 304-548-6665

FLAT FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
Wednesday Prayer & Bible
Study 6:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM
Pastor: Chris Johnson

FOLA MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Adults Bible Study
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM
Pastor: Daniel Tanner

G
GAULEY BRIDGE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 AM
Junior BYF/Senior BYF
6:00 PM
Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study
7:00 PM
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/
Youth 7:00 PM
GOSPEL LIGHT
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Located on Rt. 119 at the
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday
night services begin at 7:00
PM. Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Rev. David Smith
GROVES CREEK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Friday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Dean Rogers

H
HALLBURG BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00
PM
Pastor: Michael Jackson

HARTLAND COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday Night Service
7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
6:00 PM
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb

HORNERS FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Youth
7:00 PM
Pastor: Joe Dawson

HOUSE OF PRAYER
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel,
WV (off Rt. 36)
Pentecostal/Full Gospel
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM
Pastor: (304) 587-2996
(home), (304) 587-2703
(church)
Pastor: James R. Paxton

I
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH
Bentree
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM.
All ages welcome. Also
have crafts, etc., all children
welcome.
Pastor: Larry Skaggs

INDORE BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30
Preaching Lunch
12:30-1:30 PM
Wednesday Service
6:30-7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Paul Stepp

IVYDALE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00
Everyone Welcome!
304-395-9990
Pastor: Freddie Elliott

J
JODIE BAPTIST
CHURCH
Come Worship with Us!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Evening Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JOHNSON CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Vineyard Ridge
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN
CHURCH
103 Main Street, Clay
Sunday 11:00 AM & 6 PM
Tuesday 7:00 PM
For more info call 304-632-
1378
Pastor: Ann Huddleston

L
LAUREL FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM

LEATHERWOOD
FREEWILL BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM

LIBERTY ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night: Bible
Study/Prayer Meeting and
Youth Group 7:00 PM
Pastor: John Barnhouse

LICKFORK BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:00 every
Sunday Morning
Sunday Night Services
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Come worship with us!
Pastor: Herb Vance

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Mark Dudley
Phone 304-286-5909

LITTLE LAUREL
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: David McLaughlin

LIVING GOD WORSHIP
CENTER
We invite you to come and
worship with us.
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Pastor: Cecil Lee

LIZEMORE CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM
Church Service 11-12 Noon
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Robert Thomas

M
MAYSEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Monday Night Service
6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

MAYSEL MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Everyone Welcome
Pastor: Jim Hamrick

MIDDLE CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: John Osborne

MT. OLIVE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting

Everyone welcome!

MUD FORK CHURCH
Sunday & Jr. Worship
Service 10:00 AM Sunday
School 11:00 AM Sunday
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday
Night & Jr.

Church Service 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Christopher Stout

N
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH
Preaching every Sunday
Morning at 10:00 AM

Sunday School 11:00 AM
Preaching, Prayer Meeting
Wednesday at 7:30 PM

NEW ANTIOCH
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer
Meeting 7:00 PM
Please join us in Praise!
Pastor: Gary Walker

NEWTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday
11:00 AM
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs

NEWTON BAPTIST
CHURCH

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet-

ing & Bible Study 7:00PM
Pastor: Darius Walker
Pastor Emeritus: Ron
Fisher

NOAH’S ARK FULL
GOSPEL CHURCH
Thursday 7:00 PM
Sunday 7:00 PM
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr.

O
O’BRION ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching after Sunday
School. Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 7:00 PM
Pastor: James L. Balser

OVAPA METHODIST
CHURCH
Preaching every Sunday at
9:45 PM
Sunday School 10:30 AM
Sunday School on the 2nd
Sunday is at 10:00 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Phone 304-587-2955
Pastors: Cindy & Roger
Dunlap

OTTERLICK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
6:00 PM
Bible Study Thursday
6:00 PM
Pastor: Gene Copen

OTTERVALE ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday,
except 5th, 11:00 AM
Prayer Meeting Tuesday
Evening
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams

P
PEOPLES COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Sunday Night Service 7:00
PM
Take time out for Jesus, he
took time our for you.
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft

PISGAH FREEWILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Bible Study
& preaching 6:00 PM
Pastor: Dennis Vance

PLEASANT DALE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM
Wednesday night Bible Study
7:00 PM
Saturday Night Preaching
Pastor: Wayne Litton

PLEASANT HILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Wayne Smith

PROCIOUS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Welcomes You!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:15 AM
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: David Walker

Q
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C.
CHURCH
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Thursday Night 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Scott Means

R
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC
CHURCH at Maysel
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol-
lowed by Religious Education
9:30 AM
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro
SVD
Pastoral Associates: Father
Dominijus Boak SVD

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Prayer Meeting
7:00 PM
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Delbert McKenzie

RUSH FORK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday
11:00 AM
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday
Singing or Preaching
11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
Come see us in church.
Pastor: Harry Dobbins

S
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Thursday Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Jason Belt

T
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST
Saturday Services 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM

Pastor: Hiram Lewis

TRINITY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM.
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Clifford Samples

U
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 
PMEveryone welcome
Pastor: Don Dobbins

UNITY GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

V
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend.

W
WALLBACK 
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun-
days 9:45 AM
Bible Study Wednesday Eve- 
ning 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: (304) 332-5503
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins

WALNUT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 AM 
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Lester Tanner

WHITE PILGRIM 
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Paul Coon

WHITESTAR 
TABERNACLE CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall

WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Randy Tinney

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE 
APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Come worship the Lord with 
us!
Phone: (304) 587-7410
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE
The undersigned Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the authority vested in it by that certain Deed of Trust 

dated March 1, 2018, and duly recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay 
County, West Virginia, in Deed of Trust Book 142, at Page 254, Erica M. Davis and Jacob Grose did convey 
unto David G. Palmer, Trustee, certain real property described in said Deed of Trust; and the beneficiary 
has elected to appoint Pill & Pill, PLLC as Substitute Trustee by a Substitution of Trustee recorded in the 
aforesaid Clerk’s Office; and default having been made under the aforementioned Deed of Trust, and the 
undersigned Substitute Trustee having been instructed by the secured party to foreclose thereunder, will 
offer for sale at public auction at the front door of the Clay County Courthouse, in Clay, West Virginia, on

January 10, 2024, at 8:00 AM
The following described real estate, with its improvements, easements and appurtenances thereunto belong-
ing, situate in the Henry District, Clay County, West Virginia, and more particularly described as follows:

All that certain lot or parcel of real estate, situate in Hanshaw Subdivision, on the waters of Hansford 
Fork of Laurel Creek of the Elk River, in Henry District, Clay County, West Virginia, and being more 
particularly described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point on the northwesterly side of State Route 36 and in the center of Secondary 36/7, 
a corner to Lot 1, with State Route 36 for the next bearing and distance; South 48 degrees 47 minutes 05 
seconds West, a distance of 17.50 feet to a point, a corner to Joey L. McCumbers, thence leaving said 
road and with McCumbers; North 57 degrees 30 minutes 28 seconds West, a distance of 64.65 feet to a 
1” iron rod found near the edge of the pavement of Secondary 36/7, thence; with a curve to the left, 
having a delta angle of 18 degrees 01 minutes 16 seconds, a radius of 109.79 feet, and a chord of South 
88 degrees 44 minutes 32 seconds West, a distance of 34.39 feet to a point near the edge of the pavement 
of Secondary 37/6, thence; South 79 degrees 44 minutes 32 seconds West, a distance of 184.78 feet to 
a point near the edge of the pavement of Secondary 36/7, thence; with a curve to the right, a delta angle 
of 14 degrees 49 minutes 08 seconds, a radius of 336.00 feet, and a chord of South 87 degrees 09 minutes 
02 seconds West, a distance of 86.66 feet to a 1” iron rod found near the edge of the pavement of Secondary 
36/7, thence; South 17 degrees 23 minutes 38 seconds East, a distance of 24.42 feet to a point, thence; 
North 68 degrees 12 minutes 58 seconds West, a distance of 292.08 feet to a 1” iron rod found a corner 
to Justin Taylor and Lot 3, thence with Lot 3; North 18 degrees 33 minutes 16 seconds East, a distance of 
13.68 feet to a point in the center of Secondary 36/7, thence with the center of said road for the next three 
(3) bearings and distances and with Lot 3; Page 1 of 2, South 71 degrees 26 minutes 44 seconds East, a 
distance of 54.54 feet to a point, thence; with a curve to the right, having a delta angle of 07 degrees 
05 minutes 14 seconds, a radius of 500.00 feet, and a chord of South 67 degrees 54 minutes 07 seconds 
East, a distance of 61.81 feet to a point, thence; South 64 degrees 21 minutes 30 seconds East, a distance 
of 30.11 feet to a point, thence leaving the center of said road and continuing with Lot 3; North 51 
degrees 16 minutes 17 seconds East, passing a 5/8 X 30” iron rod set with aluminum cap stamped 
‘GILES LAND SURVEYING PS# 2040’ hereinafter called a ‘5/8” iron rod set’ at a distance of 25.96 
feet, in all a distance of 277.87 feet to a 5/8” iron rod set, a corner to Lot 4 and Lot 1, thence with Lot 
1; South 14 degrees 04 minutes 58 seconds East, passing a 5/8” iron rod set at a distance of 180.24 feet, in 
all a distance of 200.79 feet to a point in the center of Secondary 36/7, thence with the center of 
Secondary 36/7 for the next three (3) bearings and distances; North 79 degrees 44 minutes 32 seconds 
East, a distance of 126.62 feet to a point, thence; with a curve to the right, having a delta angle of 52 
degrees 00 minutes 44 seconds, a radius of 118.79 feet, and a chord of South 74 degrees 15 minutes 45 
seconds East, a distance of 104.17 feet to a point, thence; South 48 degrees 15 minutes 00 seconds East, 
a distance of 4.57 feet to the PLACE OF BEGINNING containing 0.88 acres, more or less and more fully 
shown on a plat prepared by John M. Giles Land Surveying, attached to the Deed which is of record in 
the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 207, at 
Page 117 and being made a part of this description.
FURTHER LOT 2 hereby conveyed is subject to and subservient to a 15 foot utility easement  for the 
use and benefit of Lots 5, 6 & 7 as same is shown on a plat of survey titled Hanshaw Subdivision 
prepared by John M. Giles Land Surveying, dated 6 July 2010. Further, a predecessor in title has 
RESERVED and EXCEPTED the right to emplace, construct and maintain all existing utility 
easements and rights of way as may currently exist or that may reasonably be necessary to supply all 8 
Lots in Hanshaw Subdivision with normal utilities-such as electric, water, telephone, gas line or sewage; 
and with reasonable access for ingress and egress to what County Road is adjacent to said Lot.
BEING the same real estate as conveyed unto Erica M. Davis and Jacob Grose, by a Deed dated February 
5, 2018 and to be recorded in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office immediately prior hereto.
At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have a mailing address of 
6211 Frame Road Apt. B, Elkview, WV 25071.  
AND BEING the same real estate which was conveyed to Erica M. Davis and Jacob Grose, by Deed 

dated February 5, 2018, from Jerry L. McCumbers and Carrie D. McCumbers, and recorded in the Office 
of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 221 , at Page 395.

The above-described property will be sold subject to any covenants, restrictions, easements, leases and 
conditions of record, and subject to any unpaid real estate taxes.

The subject property will be sold in “AS IS” condition. The Substitute Trustee shall be under no duty to 
cause any existing tenant or person occupying the subject property to vacate said property.

TERMS: Ten percent (10%) of the purchase price as a deposit with the balance due and payable within 
30 days of the day of sale. Pill & Pill, PLLC, Substitute Trustee

 
   Matthew R. Leonard, Authorized Signatory

P. O. Box 440, 85 Aikens Center, Martinsburg, WV 25404
Phone (304) 263-4971, Fax (304) 267-5840, e-mail: foreclosures@pillwvlaw.com

LEGAL

A
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD
Sunday Night Services
6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Everyone is welcome!
Pastor: Paul E. Young

B
BELL CREEK
COMMUNITY BAPTIST
CHURCH
NO Scheduled Services
At This Time

BELL CREEK
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Dixie
Thursday Night 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
with Services After
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: Lee Holiday
(304) 632-1135

BETHEL BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah.
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM

BETHEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH, Porter Creek
Road, Bomont, WV
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:30 PM
Thursday Night Service
7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Junior Davis

BICKMORE BAPTIST
CHURCH located at Bick-
more on Fola Road
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening services
7:00 PM
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane

BIG OTTER BAPTIST
CHURCH OF IVYDALE
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday prayer service
and Bible Study 6:30 PM
Pastor: Danny Richardson

BIG UNION BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:15 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service 1st,
3rd and 4th
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
2nd Sunday Communion
Service 6:00 PM
Pastor: Pete Shaffer

BLUE KNOB CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Everyone is Welcome!

BUFFALO VALLEY
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday
School 10:00 AM Worship
Service 11:00 AM Sunday
Evening Service
6:00 PM
Radio Broadcast, Sunday
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV
Summersville
Everyone Welcome Pastor:
John Pruitt

BURKE MEMORIAL
METHODIST CHURCH in
Procious. Across Camp Creek
Bridge on the left. Preaching
Every Sunday
9:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Bible Study every Wednesday
7:00 PM Pastor: Jerry
Chandler

C
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
LIZEMORE
Prayer Service and Bible
Study, Tuesday 7:00 PM
Regular Service Sunday
Nights at 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore

CHURCH OF GOD
BENTREE
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Come and worship the Lord
with us.
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr.
CLAY COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service 7:00
PM. Everyone welcome.

CLAY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship 11:00 AM.
Everyone is Welcome!
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins

CLENDENIN UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:00 AM – Preaching
6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:30 PM
Pastor: Fred Walker

CLIO COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00
PM
Wednesday Worship
7:00 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: George Stickland

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall-
ing Rock, Clay County
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 AM
Sunday School 11:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:30 PM
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM
Teachings from the King
James Bible
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Darris Barker

CORNERSTONE
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 7:00
PM
Wednesday Prayer Service/
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM
Pastor: Roy Huffman

E
ELK RIVER BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Saturday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: Brace Cook

F
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST
TEMPLE
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Pastor: Bret Wiley

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road
Sunday Service 6:00 PM
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy
Anderson

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Bomont, WV
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
and 6:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Nick Bird
Phone 304-548-6665

FLAT FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
Wednesday Prayer & Bible
Study 6:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM
Pastor: Chris Johnson

FOLA MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Adults Bible Study
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM
Pastor: Daniel Tanner

G
GAULEY BRIDGE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 AM
Junior BYF/Senior BYF
6:00 PM
Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study
7:00 PM
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/
Youth 7:00 PM
GOSPEL LIGHT
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Located on Rt. 119 at the
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday
night services begin at 7:00
PM. Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Rev. David Smith
GROVES CREEK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Friday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Dean Rogers

H
HALLBURG BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00
PM
Pastor: Michael Jackson

HARTLAND COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday Night Service
7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
6:00 PM
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb

HORNERS FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Youth
7:00 PM
Pastor: Joe Dawson

HOUSE OF PRAYER
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel,
WV (off Rt. 36)
Pentecostal/Full Gospel
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM
Pastor: (304) 587-2996
(home), (304) 587-2703
(church)
Pastor: James R. Paxton

I
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH
Bentree
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM.
All ages welcome. Also
have crafts, etc., all children
welcome.
Pastor: Larry Skaggs

INDORE BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30
Preaching Lunch
12:30-1:30 PM
Wednesday Service
6:30-7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Paul Stepp

IVYDALE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00
Everyone Welcome!
304-395-9990
Pastor: Freddie Elliott

J
JODIE BAPTIST
CHURCH
Come Worship with Us!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Evening Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JOHNSON CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Vineyard Ridge
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN
CHURCH
103 Main Street, Clay
Sunday 11:00 AM & 6 PM
Tuesday 7:00 PM
For more info call 304-632-
1378
Pastor: Ann Huddleston

L
LAUREL FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM

LEATHERWOOD
FREEWILL BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM

LIBERTY ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night: Bible
Study/Prayer Meeting and
Youth Group 7:00 PM
Pastor: John Barnhouse

LICKFORK BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:00 every
Sunday Morning
Sunday Night Services
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Come worship with us!
Pastor: Herb Vance

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Mark Dudley
Phone 304-286-5909

LITTLE LAUREL
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: David McLaughlin

LIVING GOD WORSHIP
CENTER
We invite you to come and
worship with us.
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Pastor: Cecil Lee

LIZEMORE CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM
Church Service 11-12 Noon
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Robert Thomas

M
MAYSEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Monday Night Service
6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

MAYSEL MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Everyone Welcome
Pastor: Jim Hamrick

MIDDLE CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: John Osborne

MT. OLIVE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting

Everyone welcome!

MUD FORK CHURCH
Sunday & Jr. Worship
Service 10:00 AM Sunday
School 11:00 AM Sunday
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday
Night & Jr.

Church Service 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Christopher Stout

N
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH
Preaching every Sunday
Morning at 10:00 AM

Sunday School 11:00 AM
Preaching, Prayer Meeting
Wednesday at 7:30 PM

NEW ANTIOCH
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer
Meeting 7:00 PM
Please join us in Praise!
Pastor: Gary Walker

NEWTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday
11:00 AM
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs

NEWTON BAPTIST
CHURCH

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet-

ing & Bible Study 7:00PM
Pastor: Darius Walker
Pastor Emeritus: Ron
Fisher

NOAH’S ARK FULL
GOSPEL CHURCH
Thursday 7:00 PM
Sunday 7:00 PM
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr.

O
O’BRION ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching after Sunday
School. Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 7:00 PM
Pastor: James L. Balser

OVAPA METHODIST
CHURCH
Preaching every Sunday at
9:45 PM
Sunday School 10:30 AM
Sunday School on the 2nd
Sunday is at 10:00 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Phone 304-587-2955
Pastors: Cindy & Roger
Dunlap

OTTERLICK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
6:00 PM
Bible Study Thursday
6:00 PM
Pastor: Gene Copen

OTTERVALE ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday,
except 5th, 11:00 AM
Prayer Meeting Tuesday
Evening
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams

P
PEOPLES COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Sunday Night Service 7:00
PM
Take time out for Jesus, he
took time our for you.
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft

PISGAH FREEWILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Bible Study
& preaching 6:00 PM
Pastor: Dennis Vance

PLEASANT DALE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM
Wednesday night Bible Study
7:00 PM
Saturday Night Preaching
Pastor: Wayne Litton

PLEASANT HILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Wayne Smith

PROCIOUS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Welcomes You!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:15 AM
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: David Walker

Q
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C.
CHURCH
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Thursday Night 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Scott Means

R
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC
CHURCH at Maysel
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol-
lowed by Religious Education
9:30 AM
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro
SVD
Pastoral Associates: Father
Dominijus Boak SVD

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Prayer Meeting
7:00 PM
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Delbert McKenzie

RUSH FORK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday
11:00 AM
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday
Singing or Preaching
11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
Come see us in church.
Pastor: Harry Dobbins

S
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Thursday Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Jason Belt

T
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST
Saturday Services 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM

Pastor: Hiram Lewis

TRINITY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM.
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Clifford Samples

U
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 
PMEveryone welcome
Pastor: Don Dobbins

UNITY GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

V
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend.

W
WALLBACK 
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun-
days 9:45 AM
Bible Study Wednesday Eve- 
ning 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: (304) 332-5503
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins

WALNUT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 AM 
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Lester Tanner

WHITE PILGRIM 
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Paul Coon

WHITESTAR 
TABERNACLE CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall

WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Randy Tinney

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE 
APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Come worship the Lord with 
us!
Phone: (304) 587-7410
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date Thursday, January 4, 2024
Claim Deadline Monday, March 4, 2024
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/04/2023
  ESTATE NAME:  HANNAH DARLENE RAMSEY
  ADMINISTRATOR  JEREMIAH RAMSEY
   941 UPPER SYCAMORE RD
   INDORE WV 25111-9704
  APPOINTMENT DATE  10/19/2023
  ESTATE NAME:  CORRENA ANN SCHOONOVER  

  EXECUTRIX  RACHEL ASHWORTH
   1604 LOUDON HEIGHTS ROAD
   CHARLESTON WV 25314-1504
  APPOINTMENT DATE  12/11/2023
  ESTATE NAME:  SHANE MICHAEL TRUMAN
  ADMINISTRATRIX  CARRIE BETH TRUMAN
   9749 RICH CREEK RD
   JODIE WV 26690-6045
  APPOINTMENT DATE  11/30/2023
  ESTATE NAME:  RICHARD L VAUGHAN 
  EXECUTRIX  LISA SUE VAUGHAN
   92 SUGAR RUN RD
   NEBO WV 25141-9558
  APPOINTMENT DATE  12/04/2023
  ESTATE NAME:  DEBORAH WHITE
  ADMINISTRATRIX  DEANNA TAYLOR
   PO BOX 862
   MACARTHUR WV 25873-0862
 Subscribed and sworn to before me on 12/20/2023
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190

November Red Meat 
Production

Commercial red meat production during November 
2023 totaled 1.2 million pounds, this was up 9 percent 
from November 2022. Commercial red meat produc-
tion is the carcass weight after slaughter including 
beef, veal, pork, lamb and mutton. Individual com-
modity production is total live weight of commercial 
slaughter. 

Commercial cattle slaughter totaled 1,746,000 
pounds live weight, up 16 percent from November 
2022. Cattle slaughter totaled 1,700 head, up 300 
head from the previous year. The average live weight 
was down 29 pounds from the previous year, at 1,054 
pounds. Commercial calf slaughter was not published 
because data were less than level of precision shown 
or not applicable. 

Commercial hog slaughter totaled 263,000 pounds 
live weight, up 5 percent from last year. Hog slaughter 
totaled 900 head, up 100 head from the previous year. 
The average live weight was down 6 pounds from the 
previous year, at 291 pounds.

 Commercial sheep and lamb slaughter was not pub-
lished to avoid disclosing data for individual opera-
tions. 

United States – Commercial red meat production for 
the United States totaled 4.68 billion pounds in No-
vember, down 2 percent from the 4.79 billion pounds 
produced in November 2022. Beef production, at 2.28 
billion pounds, was 6 percent below the previous year. 
Cattle slaughter totaled 2.73 million head, down 6 per-
cent from November 2022. The average live weight 
was up 3 pounds from the previous year, at 1,387 
pounds. 

Veal production totaled 4.3 million pounds, 6 per-
cent below November a year ago. Calf slaughter to-
taled 24,200 head, down 22 percent from November 
2022. The average live weight was up 50 pounds from 
last year, at 301 pounds. 

Pork production totaled 2.39 billion pounds, up 2 
percent from the previous year. Hog slaughter totaled 
11.1 million head, up 2 percent from November 2022. 
The average live weight was down 1 pound from the 
previous year, at 289 pounds. 

Lamb and mutton production, at 11.2 million 
pounds, was up 1 percent from November 2022. Sheep 
slaughter totaled 189,600 head, 5 percent above last 
year. The average live weight was 116 pounds, down 5 
pounds from November a year ago. 

January to November 2023 commercial red meat 
production was 49.9 billion pounds, down 2 percent 
from 2022. Accumulated beef production was down 5 
percent from last year, veal was down 11 percent, pork 
was up 1 percent from last year, and lamb and mutton 
production was down 1 percent.

Charleston CVB Celebrates Successful 
2023 Gears Up for Busy 2024

 
The Charleston Convention & Visitors Bureau cel-

ebrated huge successes this year as it continued to es-
tablish the city as a major sports tourism destination. By 
raising its profile with events rights holders and govern-
ing bodies in competitive sports, the CVB brought three 
international sporting events to Charleston in 2023.

The 2023 International Table Tennis Federation 
Pan American Youth Championships were held at the 
Charleston Coliseum & Convention Center in July, fea-
turing the best young table tennis players from North and 
South America. In September, the Charleston Coliseum 
hosted the 2023 NORCECA Men’s Continental Volley-
ball Championship. The U.S. Men played among teams 
from Canada, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, 
Mexico, and Puerto Rico. The Charleston games were 
the final U.S. event before Olympic Qualifiers. In De-
cember, Strongmen and Strongwomen from more than 
30 countries tested their skills in the Official Strongman 
Games.

Charleston CVB President/CEO Tim Brady credits 
the community for winning over event organizers.

“When officials visit Charleston, they are greeted by 
friendly people everywhere they go,” Brady said. “Ours 
is a welcoming and hospitable community. When you 
combine that with a state-of-the-art facility at the Coli-
seum, drivability, convenient air service and great ho-
tels, Charleston is a very desirable destination.”

Event officials with USA Cycling found Charleston to 
be such a desirable destination that they chose the city 
to host their premier annual road event for the next five 
years. The USA Cycling Professional Road National 
Championships will take place in Charleston from 2024 
to 2028, with the inaugural event scheduled for May 15-
19, 2024. The championships will serve as a qualifying 
event for the U.S. Olympic Team in 2024 and 2028.  

Brady said an event of this size will present opportuni-
ties for community involvement and volunteers. He asks 
anyone interested in helping with the Pro Road National 
Championships to visit the CVB’s USA Cycling page.

The mission of the Charleston CVB is to positively 
impact the city’s economic and social prosperity by at-
tracting visitors and events that directly support jobs and 
local businesses and generate economic and cultural im-
pact.

In supporting this mission in 2023, the CVB:
• Worked with signature events, including the 

Charleston Sternwheel Regatta and FestivALL.
• Partnered with Charleston Dirty Birds to bring 

in the Savannah Bananas for two sold-out shows
• Helped local brew-

eries establish Brewers Row 

on Summers Street
• Assisted with bringing back MEC Baseball 

Championships through 2027
• Continued partnership with WVSSAC to keep 

State High School Basketball, Baseball, Volleyball, Ten-
nis and Track in Charleston

• Partnered with GoMart Ballpark to establish 
the inaugural Salango Law Down & Dirty Music Festi-
val

 For more information about events in Charleston, 
visit the CVB’s website, www.charlestonwv.com.

Leap into these Leap Year facts
Leap Year typically takes place every 

four years. The process of adding a day 
to the calendar every four years was de-
signed to realign the clock and calendar 
more closely with how long it takes the 
Earth to rotate around the sun, which is 
slightly longer than the 365 days attrib-
uted to a year. If not for Leap Year, the 
seasons would slowly shift out of place.

There are many interesting facts 
to learn about Leap Year, 
and February 29 is the 
perfect time to explore 
them.

· It takes the Earth 
365 days, 5 hours, 48 
minutes and 45 seconds 
to circle once around the 
sun, says Time and Date. 
Without leap years, we'd lose 
almost six hours every year. After a cen-
tury, the calendar would be off by nearly 
24 days.

· Despite 2100, the next turn of the 
century, being divisible by four, it will 
not be a leap year. That's because it is di-
visible by 100 but not 400, which means 
it will not be a leap year. This exception 
to the rule pertains to new century years.

· Forbes reports that it's likely the cal-
endar will need to be changed again since 
the Earth's rotation rate, the axial tilt ori-
entation and the Earth's orbital motion 
around the sun is not constant. Various 
effects, such as earthquakes and some-
thing called tidal braking, affect the pas-
sage of time.

· Legend states that on February 29 
it is alright for a woman to propose to a 
man, a custom attributed to St. Bridget. 
Bridget complained to St. Patrick that 
some women had to wait too long for 
their suitors to pop the question. As the 
legend goes, Patrick supposedly provid-
ed women this day to propose to com-
pensate.

· Some cultures view 
February 29 as an unlucky 
day. In Greece, couples 
are warned against plan-
ning weddings during leap 
years. In Italy, the phrase, 
"Anno biseto, anno fu-
nesto" ("leap year, doom 
year") is uttered.

· Individuals who are 
born on February 29th are 

known as leaplings or leapers.
· Leap Day is not considered a legal 

day. Those who are leaplings have to 
choose February 28 or March 1 for their 
official and legal birthdays.

· Individuals who are paid fixed 
monthly incomes often work for free on 
February 29th because their wages will 
not be calculated to include the extra day.

· Guinness World Records indicates 
the only family it could verify as produc-
ing three consecutive generations born 
on leap days belongs to the Keoghs. The 
elder Patrick Anthony Keogh was born 
in 1940, his son Peter Eric was born in 
1964, and his granddaughter Bethany in 
1996. 
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 Panthers dominate mats at Bob Stover Duals 

v i s i t  u s  o n l i n e  a t 
c l a y c o u n t y f r e e p r e s s . c o m

Nathan Wynn gets in the double leg.

Zane Minger rolls into a pin. 

Jackie Truman, legendary wrestling mother, does some floor coaching. Jarod Ferrebee rearranges the spine for a pin.

Mason Jarvis gets the cradle n crunch pin. 

Justin Nida gets the vertebrae slam and pin. 

Blake Coleman sets up his signature move, the Coleman lift and crunch.

By Allen Hamrick
The annual Bob Stover Classic Duals 

was held this past Saturday, and what a 
tournament it was.   Bob Stover and wife 
Rozella was in attendance and accepted 
the Lifetime Commitment award for their 
unwavering service to the youth of this 
county in the field of wrestling.  Coach 
Stover has long been a legend in the 
world of wrestling, coaching many young 
wrestlers to go beyond what is asked and 
become champions.  Coach Stover, now 
86 years young, could probably still eas-
ily handle most wrestlers on the mat.  His 
lifelong dedication to the sport will never 
be forgotten as long as the mats are rolled 
out on the floor.  More than congratula-
tions, a big thank you is more appropriate 
and a place of honor is given to you for 
living a life of service to the sport. 

With that being said, the wrestlers 
from all the schools represented brought 
their A game and put on a show.  A team 
simply cannot come into the Panther’s 
den to attempt to whip them out and not 
expect retaliation.  Clay’s team went un-
defeated in the first four rounds and sent 
their opponents home with a big box of 
tissues crying to Grandma.  They de-
feated Webster 78-6 in a pure unrelent-
ing beast mode, no quarter given match.  
They went on to beat Hurricane JV 71-
6, Buffalo 48-30, and the X-team 78-6.  
Roane melted through their rounds, as 
well, beating Doddridge 54-24, Elkins 
72-6, Cabell Midland JV 63-9 and Clay 
JV 66-13.  

This put Clay Varsity and Roane Coun-
ty into the championship round and it 

was a doozie.  It was a pinning frenzy for 
the Panthers with six of the matches end-
ing in pins.  Roane had four of their own. 
In the end, it was the Panthers becoming 
champions handily beating Roane 51-27. 

No one, it seems, can handle the speed 
and power the Panther wrestlers have.  It 
was said several times at the tournament, 
“No one is going to come into our house 
and beat us,” and they proved it because 
no one did.  If you were there, you got to 
see some of the best gut-wrenching, heart 
thumping action. If you weren’t there, 
you missed some great wresting that was 
probably some of the best around, all out 
bone crushing action.   

Participating in the duals was Clay, 
Roane, Buffalo, Doddridge, Hurricane 
JV, Cabell Midland JV, Elkins, Webster, 
Clay JV and the X-team.  Thanks to all 
the teams who came out and made the 
Bob Stover Classic a great one once 
again.   The Bob Stover Classic Duals 
was a great tournament, a great testament 
to unwavering will of the Clay County 
Panthers wrestling team.  Receiving the 
Most Outstanding Wrestler award in the 
106-144 weight classes was Zane Minger 
of Clay and in the 150- 285 weight class 
was Lane Watson of Roane.   

All in all, the Panther wrestling team is 
at the top of their game and top horses in 
the stable, for now. On Saturday, January 
6th, they will travel to the WV Armory in 
Summersville for the WV Army National 
Guard Duals, a huge tournament that will 
test every muscle in each wrestler.

It also has to be said a big thanks goes 
out to all those who worked behind the 

scenes, either fixing the king’s banquet 
in the cafeteria to cleaning up afterward - 
all was appreciated.  Also, big thanks go 
out to Tim Casto and his wife Michelle 
for providing the mats and clocks for the 
event; without people such as these, there 
would be no events.   Tim has been on 
the front lines of the wrestling and foot-

ball worlds for a long time making sure 
local youth get the chance to compete.  
His good will is nearly unmatched for 
the youth of this county.  Congratula-
tions once again to Bob Stover and his 
achievement award and to the Panther 
wrestling team.


