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The Big Otter Elementary Braves recently competed in the 
Clay County Science Fair.  Students worked hard on their 
science projects, display boards, and interviews.  Congrat-
ulations to the following students for their amazing work!

Sophia Boggs - 5th Grade - 2nd Place; Acelyn Tanner - 
5th Grade - 3rd Place; Easton Laughlin - 4th Grade; Benz-

ley Champ - 3rd Grade; Kinsley Duffield - 3rd Grade

Big Otter students compete in science fair

For the week ending 
Jan. 12, 2024

When members of the 
West Virginia House of 
Delegates gaveled in for 
the second regular ses-
sion of the 86th Legisla-
ture Wednesday, Jan. 10, 
they did so in a freshly 
renovated chamber, en-
joying several improve-
ments both to safety and 
accessibility.

Several new faces 
among the membership 
resulted in House Speaker 
Roger Hanshaw, R-Clay, 
adjusting a few leader-
ship roles, including a 
new Judiciary Committee 
Chairman.

Tom Fast, R-Fayette, 
who served as vice chair-
man of the House Judi-
ciary Committee since 
2020, has been named its 
chairman. Delegate Da-
vid Kelly, R-Pleasants, 
will serve as vice chair 
while continuing as chair-
man of the Committee on 
Jails and Prisons.

“Tom is not only a 
well-respected attorney 
in his private life, but he 
also has a reputation for 
asking the kinds of de-
tailed questions that help 
us create effective laws,” 
Hanshaw said. “And with 
Delegate Kelly’s perspec-
tive from his background 
in law enforcement, I 
know that committee will 
continue to do the delib-
erative, heavy lifting it’s 
become known for.”

The House unanimous-
ly passed an organization-
al resolution on the first 

day of session to estab-
lish the Select Committee 
on Artificial Intelligence 
(AI). Delegate Jarred 
Cannon, R-Putnam, was 
appointed as chairman of 
the select committee, and 
Delegate Jordan Maynor, 
R-Raleigh, will serve as 
its vice chairman.

“I am honored to serve 
as the inaugural chair-
man for this committee,” 
Cannon said. “In the face 
of the rapid evolution of 
AI technology, it is criti-
cally important that West 
Virginia positions itself at 
the forefront to ensure it 
is integrated responsibly.

“This committee will 
dedicate itself to a thor-
ough examination of po-
tential legislative actions 
that align with the best 
interests of all West Vir-
ginians.”

Deputy Speaker Mat-
thew Rohrbach, R-Cabell, 
started the session with a 
new role in the National 
Conference of State Leg-
islatures, having been se-
lected to serve a two-year 
term as vice chair of the 
organization’s Standing 
Committee on Health 
and Human Services. The 
committee works on the 
national level to protect 
states’ interests in federal 
decisions across a vari-
ety of matters, including 
behavioral health, Med-
icaid, maternal and child 
health, health workforce 
and prescription drugs.

“As we continue to 
work closely on health 
matters here in West Vir-

ginia, it’s an honor and 
a privilege to collaborate 
with states throughout the 
country while we work 
together to protect our in-
dividual independence on 
the federal level,” Rohr-
bach said.

The Committee on 
Workforce Development 
has a new vice chair-
man in Delegate Kathie 
Hess-Crouse, R-Putnam, 
who will work alongside 
its continuing chairman 
Evan Worrell, R-Cabell.

Less than 24 hours be-
fore the first gavel of the 
2024 regular session, a 
new member took the 
oath of office. Republican 
James Robert “JB” Ak-
ers II, who was appointed 
by the governor to fill the 
unexpired term for the 
55th House District, will 
represent the southwest-
ern portion of Kanawha 
County.

“Growing up in a ru-
ral area and my years in 
Charleston have instilled 
in me a deep understand-
ing of this diverse district: 
its urban pulse and rural 
heartbeat,” Akers said. 
He will serve on both the 
Judiciary Committee and 
the Banking and Insur-
ance Committee.

Both the Judiciary and 
the Health and Human 
Resources committees 
advanced legislation this 
week. A total of 682 bills 
have been introduced in 
the House, and the 60-
day, regular legislative 
session ends at midnight 
March 10.

Dear Citizens of Clay 
County, 

It is with great enthusi-
asm that I announce my 
decision to seek re-elec-
tion for the office of Clay 
County Assessor. 

First and foremost, I 
am thankful to the citi-

zens of Clay County for 
the trust and confidence 
they have placed in me 
over the past seven years. 
It is my pledge to you that 
I will continue to serve 
the property owners of 
Clay County in the same 
professional capacity that 

I have since first being 
elected. 

I am hopeful you will 
allow me the opportunity 
to continue in that service 
for a third term as your 
Clay County Assessor. 

Sincerely, 
Teresa Davis

From the Desk of the Assessor: 
Campaign announcement

Teresa Davis

This Week in the 
House of Delegates

By Nadia Ramlagan
West Virginia ranks 

number one in the nation 
for wildlife/vehicle colli-
sions, with residents hav-
ing a one-in-37 chance 
of hitting an animal in a 
given year.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion said in the first 11 
months of last year, nearly 
11,000 deer were hit on 
Mountain State highways, 
as well as 15 bears.

Jeremy Romero, wild-

life connectivity manager 
for the National Wild-
life Federation, said safe 
wildlife crossings like un-
derpasses, or overpasses 
with fencing help animals 
migrating or searching 
for food avoid darting out 
onto highways.

“By pursuing these im-
portant projects, we’re go-
ing to reduce the amount 
of wildlife/vehicle colli-
sions,” Romero asserted. 
“There’s been some stud-
ies out there that show that 
if the project’s done right, 
it can reduce collisions by 
over 90%.”

The federal infrastruc-
ture law allocated $350 
million to states and tribes 
over five years for wild-
life crossing construction 
and related projects. Ac-
cording to insurer AAA, 
the average claim for hit-
ting a deer in the region is 
around $5,600 and contin-
ues to climb, due to rising 
parts and labor costs, and 
vehicle technology like 
sensors and cameras that 
are costly to replace.

Lori Weaver Hawkins, 
public affairs manager 
for AAA Bluegrass, ex-
plained wildlife crashes 
are more common dur-

WV leads nation in wildlife collisions; 
federal funding could lower the odds

Mustang basketball has 
a tough time with the Bears   

Payton Johnson hits for two points. Allen Hamrick photo.
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatchers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 

IVS 1-855-656-0296

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, easy installa-
tion, and da-ta plans up to 300 GB. Call 
844-230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Stand-ard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government program 
for recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bo-nus offer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& han-dling. Call Maxsip Telecom to-
day! 1-833-317-1335

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 

from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced de-bris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Pub-lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 
or visit dorrancein-fo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physi-cians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
war-ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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Clay CountyniCholas County

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
FOR CAREGIVERS

PERSONAL ATTENDANTS 
(CAREGIVERS) NEEDED
IMMEDIATELY IN CLAY, 

BRAXTON, AND GILMER COUNTIES

Newly revised salary schedule based on 
experience and certifications, weekend 
differential of $2.00 more per hour; 32 hours 
of paid holidays (Memorial Day, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas), $2.00 more 
per hour on other minor holidays worked (July 
4th and New Year’s Day); sub bonuses of 
$300.00 per quarter, paid training, and free 
CPR. Pre-employment Drug Screening and 
CIB required.  Call today, 304-765-3668,  for 
an application, stop by at our Sutton Office, 
101 2nd Street, Suite 201, Sutton, or apply 
online at www.centralwvaging.org

We have one of the most competitive salaries/
benefit plans in the in-home industry.

EOE/EAA Employer

Renea 
Lynne 
Bloom
Booked 
1/9/24
Destruc-
tion of 
property, 
trespassing

Franklin 
Daniel 
Moore Jr.
Booked 
1/9/24
Driving 
suspended 
for DUI 
third of-
fense

Michael 
Kiyou 
Payne
Booked 
1/7/24
Capias

Kevin 
Wayne 
Tanner
Booked 
1/8/24
Conspiracy 
to commit 
a felony

Tabitha 
Ashley 
Tanner
Booked 
1/8/24
Counter-
feiting

James 
Edward 
Tidwell
Booked 
1/8/24
Capias, 
fleeing on 
foot

Carl 
Woodrow 
Bender
Booked 
1/9/24
Sex abuse 
by parent 
or guard-
ian, sexual 
assault in 
the first 
degree

Ricky Lee 
Bennett Jr.
Booked 
1/11/24
Probation 
violation

Marvin 
Louis Hick-
man
Booked 
1/14/24
DOR/DUI 
second

Tyler Scott 
Anderson
Booked 
1/9/24
Probation 
violation

Dustin Joe 
Brantley
Booked 
1/11/24
No insur-
ance, no 
proof of 
registra-
tion, no 
seat belt, 
failure to 
produce 
operators, 
driving 
revoked 
for DUI, 
defective 
equipment

Dillan Ray 
Carte
Booked 
1/9/24
Probation 
violation

Adam 
Shaun 
Green
Booked 
1/9/24
Posses-
sion of a 
controlled 
substance, 
bench war-
rant

Abby 
Marissa 
Jackson
Booked 
1/9/24
Probation 
violation

Chris-
topher 
Dewayne 
Morris
Booked 
1/12/24
Capias

Amber 
Nichole 
Tharpe
Booked 
1/9/24
Probation 
violation

Matthew 
Dillion Clay
Booked 
1/14/24
Battery of 
official

Kenneth 
Wayne 
Sheets
Booked 
1/10/24
Fam-
ily court 

Jennifer 
Dawn Ste-
phenson 
Booked 
1/11/24
False 
report of 
emergency

Brandon 
Lee Tharpe
Booked 
1/9/24
Probation 
violation

The West Virginia 
Department of Arts, 
Culture and History 
(WVDACH) is seek-
ing nominations for 
the Governor’s Arts 
Awards. 

This biennial awards 
program celebrates the 
importance of the arts 
to economic develop-
ment in the Mountain 
State by honoring 
individuals and organi-
zations whose creative 
achievements and sig-
nificant contributions 
to the arts enhance life 
in West Virginia. 

A public awards cer-
emony will take place 
at the Culture Center, 
State Capitol Complex, 
on Tuesday, Feb. 27, at 
6 p.m.

Nominees must be 
West Virginia residents 
or organizations based 
in West Virginia. Mem-
bers of the selection 
committee; members 
of the West Virginia 
Commission on the 
Arts; WVDACH staff; 
and their immediate 
family members are not 
eligible. 

Posthumous nomina-
tions are not accepted. 
Nominations for the 
11 categories must be 
submitted through the 
nomination form linked 
below by Feb. 12, 2024, 

at 11:59 p.m. 
The nomination form 

includes descriptions 
for each of the award 
categories, eligibil-
ity, and the selection 
process. 

Use the link https://
wvculture.org/
governors-arts-
awards-2024/ to access.

Award categories are:
Susan S. Landis Dis-

tinguished Service to 
the Arts – Individual

Susan S. Landis Dis-
tinguished Service to 
the Arts – Organization

Artist of the Year
Arts Organization of 

the Year
Arts in Education – 

Individual
Arts in Education – 

Organization
Folk Arts – Indi-

vidual
Folk Arts – Organiza-

tion
Emerging Artist of 

the Year
Emerging Organiza-

tion of the Year
Governor’s Arts 

Award for Lifetime 
Achievement

For more information 
about the Governor’s 
Arts Awards, contact 
Jenna Green, State 
Arts Office director, 
at Jenna.R.Green@
wv.gov or (304) 558-
0240.

West Virginia Department 
of Arts, Culture and History 
seeks nominations for the 
2024 Governor’s Arts Awards
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Pastor Doug Newell, IV
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To place 
your obits 
 Call us at 

(304)-647-
5724 

By: Slim Randles

You’ll be shocked to learn this, 
but recently, there was a bit of a 
dust-up on social media. I could 
hardly believe it myself. This par-
ticular fight was over the Biblical 
interpretation of the Old Testa-
ment. The man who kicked off the 
kerfuffle wrote, “We cannot read 
the OT and point to Christ at will. 
We must only do so when we have 
clear proof that the text is pointing 
to or ultimately fulfilled in Christ 
lest we are guilty of gross allego-
ry.” I am opposed to gross allegory, 
but I’m not opposed to pointing to 
Christ. I would have wholehearted-
ly agreed with that statement once 
upon a time, but as my Grandpa 
used to say, “I could be wrong. I 
was wrong once before.”

I don’t know what Moses knew 
or didn’t know other than what he 
wrote. I can’t ask him how much 
he knew about the types and the 
shadows. I can’t bring King David 
down to HQ and interrogate him 
under the bright lights, pounding 
my fist on the table, asking, “What 

did you know and when did you 
know it!” All we have is what they 
wrote. But I do know that Jesus and 
the Apostles read the Old Testa-
ment in light of Christ’s redemptive 
work. All Scriptures point and lead 
to Christ (Luke 24:27; John 6:39). I 
don’t make up “gross allegory,” nor 
do I try to read Christ back into the 
Old Testament. 

I now have a firm conviction to 
read the Scriptures as our Lord and 
the Apostles understood and taught 
the Scriptures, that God designed 
the prior revelation of the Old 
Testament to point to and teach of 
Christ.

I probably wouldn’t have thought 
much about it without my Wednes-
day night series of messages. I have 
been preaching a series on Psalms 
22, 23, and 24 (all are welcome to 
come out to Buffalo Valley!), a tril-
ogy of Messianic Psalms. Curiosity 
got the better of me, and I went 
to sermonaudio.com and looked for 
some sermons by some of the more 
famous men who hold that posi-

tion, looking to see if they had ever 
preached from Psalm 23. Surpris-
ingly, I couldn’t find sermons on 
that Psalm from any of the men I 
was looking for. In fact, on their 
site, there were not many sermons 
from the Old Testament, which was 
interesting and sad. 

I’m thankful that these men 
wouldn’t preach a Christless ser-
mon and that they were convinced 
to preach the gospel. But I would 
rather follow the Apostle’s method 
than follow, well, who would I 
follow? Must I read commentaries 
to understand what they said David 
was thinking before I can under-
stand? Must I read the Old Testa-
ment like I’m in the Old Covenant? 
Is it really being faithful to the mes-
sage of the Old Testament if you 
can’t go from there to Christ? 

If your system of hermeneutics 
prevents you from preaching from 
the Old Testament, the Bible of 
Jesus, and the Apostles, then you 
should probably rethink your meth-
odology.

Since I have reached a 
certain age, I cannot reveal 
that age; my energy seems 
limited. I don’t have the 
energy I once had. Where it 
has gone, I have not discov-
ered yet.

I once inquired of The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage where my energy 
went, and she replied, “Silly 
boy, you’re over the hill, and 
so is your energy.”

I almost asked her what 
that meant, but I didn’t have 
the energy, and I didn’t have 
the energy to climb back up 
that hill.

Not having enough 
energy does have its good 
side. One thing is that it is an 
excellent excuse for not do-
ing something. For example, 
when my wife asks me to do 
something that I really don’t 
want to do, I say, “My Dear, 
I just don’t have the energy 
or I would do it.”

Of course, she scowls 
at me because I think she 
knows exactly what I’m 
saying.

I have discovered that the 
word “retired” is something 
I didn’t understand before. 
It means that I am tired over 
and over and over again. 
How I long for those pre-
tired days of long ago.

I didn’t understand how 
tired I was until recently.

A little over a year ago, 
our great-granddaughter 
entered our lives. When that 
happened, the great-grand-
mother opened “Grandma’s 
Playtime Center.” Now, the 
great-granddaughter is at our 
home during the week while 
her parents are working.

Seeing how much this 
little rascal grows within a 
year has been interesting. 
Somebody thought they 
were teaching her how to 
walk when, in reality, she 
learned how to run.

Hardly a step goes by 
with her that she’s not run-
ning here and there. I open 
my office door, and before I 
fully open it, she ran inside 
before me. My challenge is 
finding the energy to get her 
out of my office.

Watching her running all 
day long it is a very tiring 
experience. I’m not sure 
where she gets all her energy 
but she seems never to run 
out. If only I could borrow 
some of her energy, it would 
be great. It would serve both 
of us well.

Since she’s been staying 
with us throughout the 
week, I’ve realized how 
truly tired I was. Every day 
is a new level of tirement for 
me. I’m beginning to believe 
that there is actually no end 
to this tirement cycle.

I still come back to that 
question: where did my en-
ergy go? If I can answer that 
question, I might solve some 
of my retirement problems.

Thinking back on my for-
mer years, I remember how 
much energy I had when I 
was younger.

As a young kid, my 
parents made me go to bed 
early, and sleeping early was 
difficult. I sought ways to 

convince my parents to let 
me stay up longer. No mat-
ter when I went to bed, I still 
had energy that I hadn’t used 
that day. Oh, if only I could 
tap into that energy today.

Now, as I am older and in 
that tirement cycle, I look for 
excuses to go to bed earlier.

It has become a game 
between The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
and me. We try to find new 
excuses to convince us to go 
to bed earlier. Sitting in my 
chair, I will begin to fake a 
yawning session. Looking at 
me, my wife asks, “Are you 
ready for bed already?”

Looking at my watch and 
seeing that it’s not even 9 
o’clock, I respond by saying, 
“Oh, no not yet!”

“You will tell me when 
you’re ready for bed, won’t 
you?”

I’m not too fond when 
she puts all the responsibility 
on me. If I had the energy, 
I would challenge her, but 
where do I get that kind of 
energy?

Occasionally, I will sneak 
a peek in her direction, 
and sometimes, I will see 
her eyes closed. I then say, 
“You’re not asleep are you?”

She would quickly open 
her eyes, looks at me, and 
says, “No, I was just pray-
ing.”

Finally, just before the 
clock hit 10 o’clock, she 
looked at me and said, “I 
think I’m ready for bed. I 
have to get up early tomor-
row to take care of our great-
granddaughter.”

Only she could come up 
with a legitimate excuse 
to go to bed early. If only 
I could come up with a le-
gitimate reason but I had to 
get up early in the morning 
I might be able to cash in on 
that. Usually, I’ll respond by 
saying, “I’ll join you when I 
find the energy to get up off 
of my chair.”

Finding energy has 
become a hobby of mine. 
Unfortunately, I’m not too 
successful at this hobby.

I won’t give up the search 
for energy. Surely, there is 
something I can do to tap 
into some kind of energy. 
Maybe the fault lies with 
climate change.

Thinking about this the 
other day, I remembered a 
Bible verse. “But they that 
wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall 
walk, and not faint” (Isaiah 
40:31). Based on this, I have 
learned that waiting on God 
is the real secret to my daily 
energy. Like many people, 
I try to find my own energy 
and have failed many times. 
Only God can renew the 
strength I need to live each 
day for His glory.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.com, 
website www.jamessnyder-
ministries.com.

O Energy, O Energy, Where-
fore  Art Thou 

O Energy
By: Dr. James Snyder

Some of the earlier knights of 
the coffee table arrived just before 
daylight, flipping their cups to the 
upright and fillable positions, and 
were joined quickly by Dewey, 
which is an unusual occurrence.   
Doc was the only one of us down-
wind from Dewey, and we watched 
to see if any fainting took place, but 
evidently Dewey had not yet begun 
his job of transferring soil nutrients 
from the dairies to people’s yards.

  “How’s it going, Dewey?” Dud 
said. We all like Dewey.

  “Finer’n frog hair, Dud. My 
shoulder’s in shape for a shovel and 

I’m sure gonna shovel…”
  “Well, yes you are,” Doc said, 

quickly.
  “Dewey’s an interesting name,” 

Dud said. “Was your mother … 
dewy eyed when you were born?”

  “That’s D-E-W-Y. My name 
has the extra e in it. Actually, I was 
named for a famous man.”

  We sipped over that one for a 
minute.

  “Thomas E. Dewey!” shouted 
Doc. “Governor of New York. Can-
didate for President. Your mother 
was a Republican, right?”

  “Uh, no … not him, I’m afraid.”

   “I know …” said Steve. 
“Admiral Dewey. Whats-his-name 
… George. George Dewey of the 
Spanish-American War! Your dad 
was a fan of the Navy.”

   “Well, not exactly,” Dewey said, 
although privately he thought that 
would’ve been a good guy to be 
named for.

   “Well?” said Doc. “I’ve run out 
of Deweys. Who was it?”

   “Melvil.”
  “Who?”
   “Melvil Dewey,” Dewey said. 

“You know … Dewey Decimal Sys-
tem? My mom was a librarian.”

Home Country

On a hill across the road from my 
old high school is a water tower. 
Each year the seniors will sneak up 
to it one night and write in giant 
numbers the year of their gradua-
tion. 

This year as I was driving back 
from the post office I looked up at 
the water tower and was shocked. 
There was a giant number 24 on 
it. That couldn’t be right. When I 
graduated there was a giant number 
84 on it. It couldn’t be 40 years 
since I graduated high school. 
Surely I wasn’t that old. On the 
inside I sometimes still felt like an 
18 year old. Where had all the years 
gone?

It seemed like I blinked and 40 
years had flown by. As I drove 

home I thought about all of those 
years. Waves of memories washed 
over me. There was the fun and 
hard work that had been my college 
years. There was the early years of 
struggle as a young husband and 
father just trying to make enough 
money to make ends meet. There 
was the tears and pain when my 
wife and I learned first one and then 
both of our sons were handicapped 
with Autism. There was the years 
raising my children and learning so 
much about love, laughter, and life 
from them. There was the delight 
and pride in seeing my daughter 
graduate from the same high school 
and college that I did. It was such a 
glorious tapestry of memories full 
of love, fear, joy, pain, struggles 

and triumphs. And as I pulled into 
my driveway I thanked God for 
them all.

I doubt I will get another 40 
years of memories here. But I am 
determined to make the ones I do 
get as beautiful, loving, and joy-
ous as possible. I want to share all 
the love I can, create all the joy I 
can, help all the people I can, and 
make the world a better place every 
chance I can. I want to laugh, sing, 
dance, think, feel, write, share, and 
live in such a way that it makes Our 
Heavenly Father smile. Because I 
know in the end those numbers on 
the water tower don’t really matter. 
Life does not end here. It goes on 
forever. And the best part is yet to 
come.

Numbers On The Water Tower
By: Joseph J. Mazzella

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Looking for someone to plow snow from the 

 lot and shovel snow from the sidewalk for the 
Clay County Department of Health and 

Human Resources office in Clay, WV.

If interested, please contact 
Patty Martin at 304-872-0810

Jesus in the 
Old Testament

Your Ad Could Be Here!
Call us at  

304-647-5724
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Your Ad 
Could Be 

Here!
Call us at  

304-647-5724

The following events hap-
pened on these dates in West 
Virginia history. To read more, 
go toe-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Jan. 17, 1918: The War 
Department hired a New York 
engineering firm to build the 
DuPont munitions plant in Ni-
tro. Within 11 months, the pow-
der plant and a complete town 
with houses, a civic center and 
a hospital, were completed.

Jan. 17, 1956: Musician 
Blind Alfred Reed died. He 
was a street singer, fiddler, 
and songwriter from Pipestem, 
Summers County. He also is a 
member of the West Virginia 
Music Hall of Fame.

Jan. 18, 1842: Wayne Coun-
ty was established from part of 
Cabell County. It was named 
for General “Mad Anthony” 
Wayne, a Revolutionary War 
hero who later defeated Ohio 
Indian tribes at the 1794 Battle 
of Fallen Timbers. 

Jan. 19, 1818: The Virginia 
General Assembly established 
Preston County from part of 
Monongalia County. The new 
county was named for James 
Patton Preston, then governor 
of Virginia.

Jan. 19, 1820: Fairmont was 
established by the Virginia 

legislature on the farm of Boaz 
Fleming. The original name of 
Middletown was changed to 
Fairmont in 1843.

Jan. 19, 1844: The Virginia 
General Assembly established 
Taylor County from parts of 
Barbour, Harrison, and Mar-
ion counties. The county was 
named in honor of U.S. Sen. 
John Taylor, a soldier-states-
man from Caroline County, 
Virginia.

Jan. 19, 1848: Wirt County 
was created by the General 

Assembly of Virginia from 
portions of Wood and Jackson 
counties. It was named for Wil-
liam Wirt, Virginia statesman 
and a presidential candidate in 
1832.

Jan. 19, 1894: Railroad 
worker John Hardy was hanged 
for killing a man in a drunken 
gambling dispute. The episode 
inspired the widely popular bal-
lad “John Hardy.”

Jan. 19-20, 1978: An over-
night snowstorm paralyzed 
Charleston. Unusual in that 

more snow fell in the capital 
city than in Randolph County, 
total snow depth in Charleston 
averaged 24 inches, the deepest 
on record for the city. Janu-
ary 1978 became the snowiest 
month for both Huntington and 
Charleston, and extended cold 
kept snow on the ground into 
March, the longest known con-
tinuous snow cover for most 
West Virginia towns.

Jan. 20-21, 1824: West 
Virginia’s most famous soldier, 
Thomas Jonathan Jackson, was 
born near midnight in Clarks-
burg. When Virginia left the 
Union in 1861, Jackson went 
with his native state. He com-
manded the strategically impor-
tant post at Harpers Ferry until 
being appointed a Confederate 
brigadier general of infantry. 
He won the name “Stonewall” 
in the Battle of First Manassas 
on July 21, 1861.

Jan. 21, 1906: The first 
passenger train ran from 
Elkins to Charleston following 
completion of the Coal & Coke 
Railway. The new railroad, a 
project of former senator Henry 
Gassaway Davis, provided 
a much-needed north-south 
route through the heart of West 
Virginia.

Jan. 22, 1927: Confeder-
ate General John McCausland 
died. After the fall of the 

Confed-
eracy, Mc-
Causland 
fled the 
country. 
He re-
turned in 
1867 and 
spent the 
remainder 

of his life on his large farm in 
Mason County. 

Jan. 23, 1850: Raleigh 
County was established by an 
act of the Virginia General As-
sembly. The county’s founder, 
Alfred Beckley, named it after 
Sir Walter Raleigh.

Jan. 23, 1888: Union leader 
Fred Mooney was born in a 
log cabin on Davis Creek in 
Kanawha County. He was 
secretary-treasurer of United 
Mine Workers of America Dis-
trict 17 from 1917 to 1924 and 
was a radical leader in the West 
Virginia Mine Wars. 

Jan. 23, 1890: The United 
Mine Workers was organized 
at a meeting in Columbus, 
Ohio. Three months later, in 
Wheeling, UMWA District 17, 
encompassing most of West 
Virginia, held its first meeting, 
elected M. F. Moran as district 
president and launched what 
became a struggle of more than 
40 years to unionize the state’s 
coal mines.

ing morning and evening 
commute times. If travel-
ing in an area with sparse 
oncoming traffic, she rec-
ommended turning up the 
headlights to help extend 
your range of sight.

“Go ahead and turn on 
those bright headlights,” 
Hawkins advised. “That 
helps you see a little bit 
further distance. You 

might be able to see those 
animals sooner and be 
able to take precautions.”

Federal data show be-
tween 1 million and 2 mil-
lion car crashes involving 
deer or other large animals 
every year in the U.S., 
causing around 200 hu-
man deaths, 26,000 inju-
ries, and at least $8 billion 
in property damage.

Wildlife
Continued From Page 1
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Connect Anywhere, 
Anytime.

CALL TODAY (833) 317-1335

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance
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PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

� Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

� Free Pickup & Towing.

� Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 964-4167 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 964-4167

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.
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IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
FOR CAREGIVERS

PERSONAL ATTENDANTS 
(CAREGIVERS) NEEDED
IMMEDIATELY IN CLAY, 

BRAXTON, AND GILMER COUNTIES

Newly revised salary schedule based on 
experience and certifications, weekend 
differential of $2.00 more per hour; 32 hours 
of paid holidays (Memorial Day, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving and Christmas), $2.00 more 
per hour on other minor holidays worked (July 
4th and New Year’s Day); sub bonuses of 
$300.00 per quarter, paid training, and free 
CPR. Pre-employment Drug Screening and 
CIB required.  Call today, 304-765-3668,  for 
an application, stop by at our Sutton Office, 
101 2nd Street, Suite 201, Sutton, or apply 
online at www.centralwvaging.org

We have one of the most competitive salaries/
benefit plans in the in-home industry.

EOE/EAA Employer

 
 

 
 
 
 

A 
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD 
Sunday Night Services 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Everyone is welcome! 
Pastor: Paul E. Young 

B 
BELL CREEK 
COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
NO Scheduled Services 
At This Time 

BELL CREEK 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Dixie 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
with Services After 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Lee Holiday 
(304) 632-1135 

BETHEL BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah. 
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 

BETHEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, Porter Creek 
Road, Bomont, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Thursday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Junior Davis 

 
BICKMORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH located at Bick- 
more on Fola Road 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening services 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane 

BIG OTTER BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF IVYDALE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday prayer service 
and Bible Study 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Danny Richardson 

 
BIG UNION BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:15 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 1st, 
3rd and 4th 
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
2nd Sunday Communion 
Service 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Pete Shaffer 

BLUE KNOB CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 
BUFFALO VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday 
School 10:00 AM Worship 
Service 11:00 AM Sunday 
Evening Service 
6:00 PM 
Radio Broadcast, Sunday 
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV 
Summersville 
Everyone Welcome Pastor: 
John Pruitt 

BURKE MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH in 
Procious. Across Camp Creek 
Bridge on the left. Preaching 
Every Sunday 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study every Wednesday 
7:00 PM Pastor: Jerry 
Chandler 

C 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
LIZEMORE 
Prayer Service and Bible 
Study, Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Regular Service Sunday 
Nights at 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore 

CHURCH OF GOD 
BENTREE 
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Come and worship the Lord 
with us. 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr. 
CLAY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 

 
CLAY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship 11:00 AM. 
Everyone is Welcome! 
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins 

CLENDENIN UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Preaching 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:30 PM 
Pastor: Fred Walker 

CLIO COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Worship 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: George Stickland 

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall- 
ing Rock, Clay County 
Sunday Morning Worship 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 11:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM 
Teachings from the King 
James Bible 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Darris Barker 

CORNERSTONE 
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service/ 
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Roy Huffman 

E 
ELK RIVER BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Saturday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Brace Cook 

 
 

F 
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST 
TEMPLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Bret Wiley 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans 
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy 
Anderson 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bomont, WV 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
and 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Nick Bird 
Phone 304-548-6665 

FLAT FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Wednesday Prayer & Bible 
Study 6:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM 
Pastor: Chris Johnson 

FOLA MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Adults Bible Study 
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Daniel Tanner 

G 
GAULEY BRIDGE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 
11:00 AM 
Junior BYF/Senior BYF 
6:00 PM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/ 
Youth 7:00 PM 
GOSPEL LIGHT 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Located on Rt. 119 at the 
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday 
night services begin at 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. David Smith 
GROVES CREEK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Friday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Dean Rogers 

H 
HALLBURG BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00 
PM 
Pastor: Michael Jackson 

HARTLAND COMMUNITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb 

HORNERS FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening Youth 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Joe Dawson 

HOUSE OF PRAYER 
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel, 
WV (off Rt. 36) 
Pentecostal/Full Gospel 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM 
Pastor: (304) 587-2996 
(home), (304) 587-2703 
(church) 
Pastor: James R. Paxton 

 
I 
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bentree 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM. 
All ages welcome. Also 
have crafts, etc., all children 
welcome. 
Pastor: Larry Skaggs 

INDORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30 
Preaching Lunch 
12:30-1:30 PM 
Wednesday Service 
6:30-7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Stepp 

IVYDALE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 
Everyone Welcome! 
304-395-9990 
Pastor: Freddie Elliott 

 
 
J 
JODIE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Come Worship with Us! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Evening Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JOHNSON CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Vineyard Ridge 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN 
CHURCH 
103 Main Street, Clay 
Sunday 11:00 AM & 6 PM 
Tuesday 7:00 PM 
For more info call 304-632- 
1378 
Pastor: Ann Huddleston 

 
 
L 
LAUREL FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM 

 
LEATHERWOOD 
FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM 

LIBERTY ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Night: Bible 
Study/Prayer Meeting and 
Youth Group 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Barnhouse 

 
LICKFORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 every 
Sunday Morning 
Sunday Night Services 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Come worship with us! 
Pastor: Herb Vance 

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Mark Dudley 
Phone 304-286-5909 

LITTLE LAUREL 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: David McLaughlin 

LIVING GOD WORSHIP 
CENTER 
We invite you to come and 
worship with us. 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Cecil Lee 

LIZEMORE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM 
Church Service 11-12 Noon 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Robert Thomas 

M 
MAYSEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Monday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 

MAYSEL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Everyone Welcome 
Pastor: Jim Hamrick 

 
MIDDLE CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Osborne 

MT. OLIVE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 

Everyone welcome! 

MUD FORK CHURCH 
Sunday & Jr. Worship 
Service 10:00 AM Sunday 
School 11:00 AM Sunday 
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday 
Night & Jr. 

 
Church Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Christopher Stout 

N 
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday 
Morning at 10:00 AM 

Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Preaching, Prayer Meeting 
Wednesday at 7:30 PM 

NEW ANTIOCH 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Please join us in Praise! 
Pastor: Gary Walker 

NEWTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs 

NEWTON BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet- 

 
ing & Bible Study 7:00PM 
Pastor: Darius Walker 
Pastor Emeritus: Ron 
Fisher 

NOAH’S ARK FULL 
GOSPEL CHURCH 
Thursday 7:00 PM 
Sunday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr. 

O 
O’BRION ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching after Sunday 
School. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Pastor: James L. Balser 

OVAPA METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday at 
9:45 PM 
Sunday School 10:30 AM 
Sunday School on the 2nd 
Sunday is at 10:00 AM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Phone 304-587-2955 
Pastors: Cindy & Roger 
Dunlap 

OTTERLICK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Bible Study Thursday 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Gene Copen 

OTTERVALE ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday, 
except 5th, 11:00 AM 
Prayer Meeting Tuesday 
Evening 
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams 

P 
PEOPLES COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Take time out for Jesus, he 
took time our for you. 
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft 

PISGAH FREEWILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Bible Study 
& preaching 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Dennis Vance 

PLEASANT DALE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM 
Wednesday night Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Saturday Night Preaching 
Pastor: Wayne Litton 

PLEASANT HILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Wayne Smith 

PROCIOUS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Welcomes You! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:15 AM 
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: David Walker 

Q 
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C. 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Scott Means 

R 
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC 
CHURCH at Maysel 
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol- 
lowed by Religious Education 
9:30 AM 
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro 
SVD 
Pastoral Associates: Father 
Dominijus Boak SVD 

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Saturday Prayer Meeting 
7:00 PM 
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Delbert McKenzie 

RUSH FORK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
Singing or Preaching 
11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Come see us in church. 
Pastor: Harry Dobbins 

S 
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Thursday Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Jason Belt 

T 
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST 
Saturday Services 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 

Pastor: Hiram Lewis 

TRINITY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM. 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Clifford Samples 

U 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 
PM Everyone welcome 
Pastor: Don Dobbins 

UNITY GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Geoff Hamrick 

V 
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM 
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend. 

W 
WALLBACK 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun- 
days 9:45 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday Eve- 
ning 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell 

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: (304) 332-5503 
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins 

WALNUT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 AM 
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Lester Tanner 

WHITE PILGRIM 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Coon 

WHITESTAR 
TABERNACLE CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall 

WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Randy Tinney 

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE 
APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Come worship the Lord with 
us! 
Phone: (304) 587-7410 
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw 
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are. Once we complete the 
verification process, your 
comments will be added 
as an activity in the formal 
case process. We won’t 
include crude or crank 
remarks, but welcome le-
gitimate comments in any 
case.

So, here are two differ-
ent ways you can get in-
volved in the process and 
explain your position on 
issues before the Commis-
sion. We cannot guarantee 
your complains will be 
fully satisfied, but you can 
know that your words will 
be heard by the Commis-
sion. We look forward to 
hearing from you.

We have tried to make 
this process as simple as 
possible for your conve-
nience. We hope you’ll 
give it a try.

LEGALLegal 3 col x 4”
0111 0118

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until February 13, 2024 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
015 2022810003 S381-REC/AL-24 00  STBG-2024(002)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
    D-1 RECALL STRIPING 2024
    DISTRICT WIDE
    COUNTY: BOONE, CLAY, 
    KANAWHA, MASON, PUTNAM
DBE GOAL: 10% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN 
  ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and 
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that 
it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not 
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for 
an award.

Legal 3 col x 8”
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 23-0843-G-PC
HOPE GAS, INC., STANDARD GAS COMPANY
and BAZZLE GAS COMPANY, INC.
Joint petition for consent and approval for Hope Gas, Inc. to acquire Standard
Gas Company and Bazzle Gas Company, Inc.

NOTICE OF FILING
On October 27, 2023, Hope Gas, Inc. (Hope), Standard Gas Company (Standard), and Bazzle Gas Com-

pany (Bazzle) (jointly, petitioners) filed with the Public Service Commission of West Virginia (Commis-
sion) a joint petition (Joint Petition) for Commission consent and approval of an acquisition transaction 
pursuant to which Hope would acquire certain assets of Standard and Bazzle used to provide gas utility 
service. Standard and Bazzle currently provide natural gas sales service to approximately 460 customers in 
Lewis and Braxton Counties, West Virginia.

In the Joint Petition, Hope, Standard, and Bazzle assert that the acquisition transaction will have no 
adverse effect on their customers, other public utilities, or the public in general. Following the transaction, 
the assets acquired will be owned and operated by Hope, subject to the Commission’s continuing jurisdic-
tion and regulation. From and after the closing of the acquisition, the Customers will become customers 
of Hope.

Upon the closing of the Transaction, the Standard customers will continue to pay Standard’s existing 
base rates, purchased gas adjustment (PGA) rate, and a Legacy Surcharge rate increment, which surcharge 
equates to Hope’s pipeline replacement and expansion (PREP) rate increment, as they change from time 
to time. Consequently, at close, based on the current base, PGA and surcharge rates proposed, the average 
monthly bill impact for the Standard customers as a result of the Transaction will be as follows:

Type of Customer ($) Increase/( Decrease) (%) Increase/(Decrease)
Residential $13.35 21.37%
Commercial $25.87 17.23%
The Bazzle customers will pay Hope’s existing rates, PGA rate and the Legacy Surcharge, as they change 

from time to time. Consequently, at close, based on the current base, PGA and surcharge rates proposed, 
the average monthly bill impact for the Bazzle customers as a result of the Transaction will be as follows:

Type of Customer ($) Increase/(Decrease) (%) Increase/(Decrease)
Residential $60.60 170.56%
Hope proposes that the Standard customers will eventually pay the Hope base rates plus PGA rates and 

Legacy Surcharge as those rates change from time to time. If the Standard customers were immediately 
charged the Hope base rates, the current Hope PGA rate, and the current Legacy Surcharge rate, the average 
monthly bill impact for the Standard customers as a result of the transaction would be as follows:

Type of Customer ($) Increase/( Decrease) (%) Increase/(Decrease)
Residential  $28.79  46.08% 
Commercial  $64.85  43.19%
The Commission schedules this matter for evidentiary hearing to be held on February 21 , 2024, at 9:30 

a.m. and continuing to February 22, 2024, if necessary, in the Howard M. Cunningham Hearing Room, 
Public Service Commission Building, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia. Interested persons 
should be able to view the evidentiary hearing via an internet livestream. In lieu of an in-person public 
comment hearing, the Commission will receive public comments online and by mail or hand delivery to 
the Executive Secretary’s Office. All written comments should state the case name and number and be 
addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323. The 
Commission website, www.psc.state.wv.us, contains links to “Case Information,” “Submit a Comment,” 
and “Commission Webcast.”

The Joint Petition is on file with and available for public inspection at the Commission, 201 Brooks 
Street, Charleston, West Virginia, and is available online at the Commission website (www.psc.state.wv.us). 
Anyone desiring to intervene or protest should file a written request to intervene or protest no later than 
thirty (30) days following the date of this notice, unless such period is otherwise modified by Commission 
Order. Failure to timely intervene or protest can affect your right to participate in or protest aspects of this 
proceeding. All requests to intervene or protest should briefly state the reason for the request to intervene 
or protest and comply with the rules set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. All 
requests to intervene and protests should state the case name and number and be addressed to the Executive 
Secretary at the address listed above.

In the absence of substantial protest received within thirty (30) days of the issuance of this notice, the 
Commission may waive formal hearing and grant the Joint Petition based on the Commission’s review of 
the evidence submitted with the Joint Petition.

HOPE GAS, INC.
STANDARD GAS COMPANY, and  

BAZZLE GAS COMPANY, INC.

LEGALObituary

Gordan Ray Bledsoe 
passed away, January 2, 
2024, at Ansted Medical 
Center, Ansted, WV.

He was born on April 
10, 1953, to the late Max 
and Pauline Bledsoe of 
Ivydale, WV. In addition 
to his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by 8 broth-
ers and sisters,

Gordan is survived by 
his sisters, Edith Brown of Bickmore, 
WV., Donna Stinnett of Craigsville, Ro-
chella Eyler of Virginia, Loretta Dickin-
son of Martinsburg, Rose Allen of Geor-
gia, Vicky Hess of Summersville, Joann 

James of Maysel; several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral service was 
held on Wednesday Janu-
ary 10, 2024, 1:00 pm 
at Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home, Clay, WV, with a 
one-hour visitation prior 
to the service from 12:00 
pm – 1:00 pm. Burial was 
in the Friend cemetery, 
Ivydale, WV.

Online condolences may be sent to the 
family at www.carlwilsonfuneralhome.
com.

Wilson Smith Funeral Home is hon-
ored to be serving the Bledsoe family.

Gordan Ray Bledsoe
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
Notice is hereby given by the undersigned Successor Trustee, in accordance with the provisions of that 

certain Deed of Trust, dated August 29, 2003, made by Steve Morris, and Daniel R. Grindo, as Trustee, of 
record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Trust Deed 
Book 107, at page 1066 (the “Deed of Trust”), to secure indebtedness described therein payable to Bank 
of Gassaway, in the amount of $65,000.00, as evidenced by that certain Promissory Note dated August 29, 
2003, made payable by Steve Morris to the order of Bank of Gassaway (along with any renewals, adjust-
ments, extensions, or modifications, the “Note”), which Deed of Trust covers certain real estate situate in 
Clay County, West Virginia, more particularly described herein;

WHEREAS, Peoples Bank, as successor by merger, is the owner and holder of the Note and Deed of 
Trust. Pursuant to authority granted in the Deed of Trust, Peoples Bank, the owner and holder of the Note 
secured by the Deed of Trust, appointed Zachary J. Rosencrance, a resident of Kanawha County, West Vir-
ginia, to serve as Successor Trustee, by that certain Appointment of Successor Trustee, dated December 6, 
2023, of record in the aforesaid Clerk’s office in Miscellaneous Book 36, at page 815.

Peoples Bank, the owner and holder of the Note secured by the Deed of Trust, has notified the Successor 
Trustee that Steve Morris is in default under the terms of the Note and the terms of the Deed of Trust, and 
has requested, in writing, that the Successor Trustee sell the real property described in the Deed of Trust at 
public auction, in accordance with the terms of the Deed of Trust and applicable law.

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned Successor Trustee will offer for sale at public auction on the 8th 
day of February, 2024, at 1:00 p.m., prevailing Eastern time, at the front door of the Clay County 
Courthouse, 246 Main Street, Clay, West Virginia, all those certain lots, tracts, or parcels of land together 
with the buildings and improvements thereon, easements, rights of way, and the appurtenances thereunto 
belonging situate in Clay County, West Virginia, and more particularly described as follows (hereinafter, 
the “Real Property”): 
The surface only of that certain tract or parcel of land, situate on the north side of Elk River and border-
ing on State Route Nos. 4 and 16, bordering on the northern right of way line of said State routes a short 
distance above the State Garage, in Henry District, Clay County, West Virginia, and further bounded and 
described as follows:

BEGINNING at a stake in said State Routes rights of way line, which stake is the upper corner to the 
land conveyed to Jennings P. Martin and which stake stands 275 feet upstream from the Williams line where 
same crosses said State Routes right of way line, and running thence up the hill with a line of the said Jen-
nings P. Martin tract to a stake in the back line of the J.B. Wheeler 100-acre tract of land of which this is a 
part; thence up the ridge with said Wheeler’s line 275 feet to a stake in said Wheeler’s line; thence a straight 
line down the hill to a stake in the Carrie Reed heirs land; thence with the said Lower line of said Carrie 
Reed land to a stake in said State Routes light of way line; thence downstream with said right of way line 
275 feet to the place of beginning, containing 7.5 acres, more or less.

BEING the same property conveyed to Steve Morris and Jeannie Morris, his wife, from Cecil L. Butcher 
and Wanda E. Butcher, his wife, by that certain deed dated the 11th day of July, 1985, and of record in the 
Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 140, at page 
189. Further being the same property conveyed by Jennie Morris to Steve Morris, by that certain deed dated 
the 26th day of August 1992, and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay 
County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 158, at page 521.

TERMS OF SALE
The Real Property will be sold for cash in hand on the date of sale, or under any different, other, or ad-

ditional sale terms as the Successor Trustee, in his or her reasonable discretion, determines to be appropriate 
or advisable. The sale shall be further subject to the following:

1.  Real estate taxes delinquent, due or payable or to become due and payable, all of which shall be the 
responsibility of the purchaser;

2. Any statutory lien or liens that may affect the subject property;
3. All covenants, conditions, restrictions, reservations, easements and rights-of-way appearing of record 

in the chain of title to the property, or which may be visible from a physical inspection of the subject property;
4. All liens and encumbrances of any nature whatsoever, including, without limitation, liens for real es-

tate taxes, incinerator, sanitary and sewer charges, having priority over the deeds of trust referred to herein.
5. The purchaser at the sale shall be responsible for paying the costs of recording the Successor Trust-

ee’s Deed and the tax imposed by the State of West Virginia on the privilege of transferring real property 
(the cost of the tax stamps to be affixed to the Deed).

6. All of the property to be sold will be sold “AS IS, WHERE IS” in the present condition and with all 
faults and defects, if any, and without any warranty or representation, express of implied. The Successor 
Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing tenant or person occupying the Real Property to vacate 
said property. The Successor Trustee will deliver a trustee’s deed to the purchaser without any covenant or 
warranty (express or implied) in the form prescribed by W.Va. Code § 38-1-6. The Successor Trustee makes 
no representations and warranties about the title to the real estate to be conveyed. If the Successor Trustee 
is unable to convey insurable or marketable title to the purchaser for any reason, purchaser’s sole remedy is 
return of deposit.

7. In the event that there are federal tax liens against the property, the United States would have the 
right to redeem the property within a period of 120 days from the date of such sale or the period allowable 
for redemption under local law, whichever is longer.

8. The undersigned Successor Trustee expressly reserves the right to reject any and all bids, and the 
right to adjourn the sale from time to time without notice other than oral proclamation at the time and place 
appointed for the sale. Such adjournment may be for a period of time deemed expedient by the beneficial 
owner and shall not be construed to be a waiver of the right to make the sale contemplated by this Notice.

9. The beneficiary of the Deeds of Trust and holder of the Note thereby secured reserves the right to 
submit a bid for the Real Property at the sale, which bid may be in the form of a credit bid.

10. The successful bidder will be required to execute a memorandum of sale upon the acceptance of the 
successful bid by the Successor Trustee.

11. The sale is subject to post-sale confirmation that none of the grantors filed for bankruptcy protec-
tion before the conclusion of bidding, in which case the sale will be null and void and the purchaser’s sole 
remedy, at law or in equity, will be return of deposit without interest.

12. The trustee’s sale shall be open to online bidders.
13. A 10% buyer’s premium will be added to the high bid for the Real Property. The high bidder shall 

pay the buyer’s premium plus an additional 10% of its bid on the day of the sale (the “Good Faith Deposit”), 
with the balance to be paid in cash at closing within 14 days after the date of sale.

Additional terms of sale may be announced prior to the sale.
Any inquiries regarding this sale may be directed to Zachary J. Rosencrance, Successor Trustee, 600 

Quarrier Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25301, telephone (304) 347-1100.
DATED: January 2, 2024
   /s/ Zachary J. Rosencrance
   Zachary J. Rosencrance, Successor Trustee

LEGAL
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Public Meeting Notice
The Clay County Board of Education will hold 2 public hearings to 

allow interested parties to discuss and provide input for the 2024-2025 
school calendar. The first hearing will be held at Clay Elementary on 
Tuesday, January 23rd, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The second hearing will 
be conducted at Clay County High School on Tuesday, February 13th, 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. Anyone interested in addressing the Clay County 
Board of Education, at one or both meetings, should contact Mr. Philip R. 
Dobbins, Superintendent, at 304-587-4266, to have your name placed on 
the agenda or sign up in person 15 minutes prior to the start of the hearing.

There will also be a public comment period on the two calendar options 
posted at claycountyschools.org for students, parents, and staff to provide 
input to the Clay County Board of Education. If you have a comment or 
question about the calendar options, please email them to Mr. Dobbins at 
claycountyschoolsystem@gmail.com.

 

LEGAL
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IN RE: NOTICE OF BOARD OF REVIEW AND 
EQUALIZATION FOR THE YEAR 2024 

Notice is hereby given that the County Commission of Clay County, 
West Virginia will meet as a Board of Review and Equalization on the 
2nd day of February, 2024 at 10:00 a.m. in the County Commission 
Courtroom located at 246 Main Street, Clay, WV and will continue in 
session thereafter from time to time until the work of the review and 
equalization is deemed by said Board of Review is completed.

All persons having business before said Board of Review pertaining 
to equalization of taxpayer’s property taxes are respectfully invited to 
attend said session. You may call 304-587-4259 between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday for an appointment 
or the schedule of meetings.

 APPROVED: NOVEMBER 27, 2023
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NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
No. 23-CIG-10
IN THE MATTER OF: Z.X.K., Minor under the age of 18 years
NOTICE OF PETITION AND HEARING
TO THE UNKNOWN FATHER:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on November 6, 2023, a PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN was filed relating to the 
above-named IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA by Vonda Keener.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a hearing on this Petition 
is scheduled for January 19, 2024 at 1:30 p.m., at the Clay County 
Circuit Court, Clay County Courthouse, 246 Main Street, Clay, WV 
25043, before Honorable Judge Michael W. Asbury, Jr., at which time 
and place you may appear and make any objections known or other-
wise protect your interest.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of Clay County, West Virginia at the Clay County Court-
house, Clay, West Virginia.

By PSC Chair 
Charlotte Lane

I want you to know that 
here at the Public Service 
Commission, we suffer 
through the same concerns 
that many of you do about 
the cost of gasoline, water 
and power bills, groceries, 
and every other budget 
item. The Commission 
wants to hear your con-
cerns, and we take your 
comments very seriously.

We have simple means 
for you to express your 
thoughts. You can mail 
comments to us at 201 
Brooks St., Charleston, 
WV 25301.But the easiest 
way is to simply use your 
computer.Take a look at 
our website at www.psc.
state.wv.us. Look in the 
yellow field to the left of 
the pictures of the com-
missioners. Under the 
first section, titled “In-
side the PSC,” you will 
see a highlighted sec-
tion that says “Submit a 
Comment.”Click on that. 
The next screen offers an 
easy way to submit one of 
two types of comments.

The first is a general 
comment or suggestion. 
Click on that and it will 
open a form. It looks busy, 
but it is fairly simple. At 
the bottom is a place for 
you to type in your com-
ments and a submit but-
ton. The information will 
be directed through our 
internal system and will 
reach the proper people 
who are concerned with 
your issues.

This site also has a sec-
ond button. This can be 
used if you are interested 
in a formal case already 
before the Commission. 
Because this involves a 
specific case, we require 
that you be properly iden-
tified as a legitimate per-
son. Again, we want your 
comments, but we want 
to ensure that those com-
ments come from a per-
son with an interest in the 
case.

Fill out this form and 
add your comments, then 
we will verify who you 

How to file a comment
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Make good 
health part of 
your year!

CCWV.org

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

By Allen Hamrick
The Lady Mustangs met their 

Waterloo this past week as they 
came face to face with a jug-
gernaut as they took on the 
Lady Bears of Summersville. 
The Lady Bears brought their 
big game to the courts against 
the Lady Mustangs, and it was 
game on.  First up, though, was 
the JV team who got the fans on 
the edge of their seats with some 
last minute power playing.  Yeah, 
the score wasn’t going to be on 
the sports news, but it did not 
lack for dramatic play.   Kinley 
Ramsey hit a hope shot in the 
fourth period to take the lead in 
the game by one point with just a 
couple of minutes on the boards.  

However, late in the 4th period, 
the Lady Bears drew a foul and 
sunk both shots from the cheat 
line putting them ahead by two.  
The Lady Mustangs drove down 
the court with just seconds left on 
the clock for one final attempt, 
but the ball went wide left and 
the sand run out of the hour glass 
for the JV team. The final score 
was 15-16.

The varsity team hit the courts, 
and, in practice, looked like they 
would be the team to beat. How-
ever, the Lady Bears had a plan.  
The Lady Mustangs may as well 
have tried to empty the Elk River 
with a five gallon bucket when 
play got underway.  The Lady 
Bears started the full court press 

from Hades; the Lady Mustangs 
were boxed in soon as they left 
the bench it seemed.  The Lady 
Mustangs did manage to elude 
the press at times and did convert 
their energy into points.   

That being said, the Lady 
Bears ate up more turnovers than 
grandma’s kitchen could produce 
and racked up the points on the 
board.  The Lady Mustangs just 
couldn’t get a plan of attack to 
overcome the full court press of 
the Lady Bears and went down 
swinging.  The final score was 
13-44.  Top shot in the game was 
Payton Johnson with 11.

The Mustang boys locked 
horns with the Bears at home.  
The Bears came out with some 

quick offense and were loading 
up their side of the score board 
quick.  The Bears’ pressure threw 
the Mustangs’ offense out of sync 
and held them to just 12 points in 
the first half; the Bears led 12 -26 
at the half.  

After a pep talk in the locker 
room, the Mustangs offense 
picked up the pace and went 
bucket for bucket with the Bears 
but gained no real estate on the 
boards.    Every time these two 
teams meet, it promises to be a 
barn burner, and it was.  In the 
4th period, both defenses settled 
down to some tough basketball, 
and the offenses went into no 
man’s land on the boards.  The 
Mustangs and the Bears scored 

little in the fourth and the final 
score was 33-47.  Top shot in this 
game was Joel Elliott with 12 
followed close by Devon Griffin 
with 8. 

The teams will be back in 
action this week and so will 
the Panther team, that is if the 
weather doesn’t put a chill on 
the events.   Check the schedules 
and the schools for information.   
The Panther wrestling team will 
be at the Braxton for the Region 
Quad match on January 18.  The 
CWVAC tournament for the 
Mustangs wrestling team was re-
scheduled for February 3rd, and 
they will be hitting the mats this 
week at Elkview on Thursday. 
Come out and support the teams.

Hey folks, it’s Zeb here 
as promised. I am unfold-
ing my knife to give out 
some pointers on old time 
whittlin’.  With ol’ man 
winter chokin’ out our john 
boats and a freeze freezin’ 
the rivers in their tracks, 
there’s not much to do till 
we thaw out.  It is a good 
time to get prepared for 
when the sun does come 
out to heat up the hills 
and valleys and thaw out 
the fish in the river.  So, 
what I will be doin’ today 
is whittlin’ a trap that has 
been used ever since I can 
remember.  

I guess ever since 
Granny Izzle was a kid and 
maybe even farther than 
that.  Maybe even when 
those two legged cat fish 
came about.  Here in this 
neck of the woods it’s still 
a trap used by many to rid 
their houses of varmints 
and such.  The Indians used 
it to trap many animals for 

food.  Durin’ my grandpa’s 
days, it was the go to trap 
for catching anything from 
rabbits to crocodiles.

First, you drive a stake 
into the ground then 
whittle a chisel point on 
the end of it.  Next, whittle 
the stick on a 45 degree 
angle like I did to set on 
top of the chisel end you 
just whittled.  Then carve 
the stick that kinda lays 
horizontal with a notch to 
fit in the diagonal sticks 
point like shown.  Once it 
is all whittled as shown, all 
that is left to do is to lean 

a heavy object like a log 
agin’ the top point on the 
diagonal stick as shown.  
Once that’s done, sit back 
and wait for the varmints 
to take the bait.  This is 
an easy whittle to do and 
is good at what it does.  If 
you are stuck out in the 
woods or something, a trap 
like this could mean life or 
death to you or your party.  
It is a lot of fun to make 
so give it a try and be safe 
with the knife. Next time, 
we will whittle a bear.  
Until then keep a sharp 
edge…Zeb.

Zeb’s Whittlin’ Corner and Jawin’ 
By Allen Hamrick, for 

entertainment purposes 
only

Mustang basketball dynasty falls to the Bears
Left, Autumn Rapp looks for dribbling room. Above center, Addison Taylor looks for two from 
the perimeter. Above right, Marissa Atha breaks the press.


