
Members of the West 
Virginia House of Dele-
gates voted to complete 
two bills this week.

The first, House Bill 
4274, was a utilitarian 
measure signed into law 
by the governor Jan. 26. 
It will update the lan-
guage throughout state 
code to reflect the new-
ly divided Department 
of Health, Department 
of Human Services and 
Department of Health 
Facilities.

The second, Senate 
Bill 269, would expand 
a 2022 law that decrimi-
nalized testing strips for 
the drug fentanyl. All 
other testing strips used 
to identify controlled 
substances are still clas-
sified as “drug para-
phernalia,” subject to 
a misdemeanor charge. 
This bill, now with the 
Governor for action, 
would exempt any drug 
test strips from that def-
inition.

Deputy Speaker Matt 
Rohrbach, R-Cabell, 
serves as Chairman of 
the Committee on Pre-
vention and Treatment 
of Substance Abuse. He 
explained the bill just 
before the vote, saying 
it would permit all test 
strips for deadly drugs 
without the Legislature 
revisiting the issue each 
time a new drug is de-
veloped.

“As we’ve seen, as 

time has gone, unfortu-
nately, we’ve got fen-
tanyl, now we’ve got 
carfentanil, now we’ve 
got xylazine,” he said.

The bill came from 
the Joint Committee on 
Health studying the is-
sue during the interim 
committee process. It 
passed the full House 
by unanimous vote.

The West Virginia 
Senate has already in-
troduced House Bill 
4595, which also passed 
the House by unani-
mous vote this week. 
The bill would update 
the authority already 
given to the Legislative 
Oversight Commission 
on Health and Human 
Resources Accountabil-
ity, which was created 
in 1995.

The measure would 
allow members of that 
committee to privately 
meet in executive ses-
sion to confidentially 
investigate child abuse, 
nursing home abuse, 
IDD waiver, adult pro-
tective service matter, 
child protective servic-
es and hospital abuse.

Delegate Mike 
Pushkin, D-Kanawha, 
who serves as Minority 
Chairman of the House 
Health and Human Re-
sources Committee, 
spoke in favor of the 
bill before the vote, say-
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Lilly Goldizen crowned basketball 
homecoming queen 2024 

Lilly Goldizen being crowned by principal Allen Tanner. Allen 
Hamrick photo.

HOUSE cont. on page 9

Students at Big Otter Elementary School are 
off to the races!  Every day a student is present at 
school, they are eligible to win a Hot Wheels race 
car.  At the end of each nine weeks, students race 
their cars on a huge racetrack. Congratulations to 
the winners! 

Big Otter students race Hot Wheels

Pictured are (top) Graceyn Marks, first grade; Gunnar Martinelli, Pre-K; Jack Duffield, Pr-K; 
(middle) Cattie Boggs, third grade; Emma Stephenson; third grade; Kinslie Murphy, third grade; 
(bottom) Caleb Tomlin, fourth grade; Judy Stevens, fourth grade; and Christian Goodwin, fourth 
grade.

Docket information about public 
cases filed in West Virginia magis-
trate courts is now available online 
to the public for free. 

“The Magistrate Case Record 
Search system greatly improves ac-
cess to court records. The Supreme 
Court continues to fulfill its commit-
ment to make the court system more 
open to the public,” said Chief Jus-
tice Tim Armstead during a media 
conference on Thursday, Jan. 25, in 
the West Virginia Law Library. 

The link to access the records is 
https://MCRSearch.courtswv.gov. 

“The search system is free to use 
and does not require registration.” 
Chief Justice Armstead said. Any-
one with a computer or mobile de-
vice can enter a first or last name or 
a case number and the system will 
generate search results. A typical list 
contains names and birthdates, as 
well as general details of each case, 
such as the date each case was filed, 
charge, disposition, and a list of doc-
uments in the court file. 

Users should call or visit the 

magistrate court clerk in the county 
where a case is filed to obtain cop-
ies of specific court records. Clerks 
charge a nominal fee required by law 
for copies. The search system helps 
callers and visitors to know what to 
ask for and which county they need 
to contact. 

The public can continue to use 
existing public access terminals lo-
cated in each magistrate court clerk’s 
office, which will be enhanced to in-
clude search results from all coun-
ties statewide.

 “We are making this announce-
ment in the West Virginia Law Li-
brary to emphasize that users can 
now search magistrate court records 
from anywhere at any time, includ-
ing from their own computers, mo-
bile devices, or computers located in 
public libraries,” Chief Justice Arm-
stead said. “Our Court recognizes 
that our court system is here to serve 
our citizens. This represents the lat-
est step in our Court’s ongoing ef-
forts to make our legal proceedings 
more open and accessible.”

Information About Magistrate Court 
Cases Now Available Online for Free

Davis & Elkins College has re-
leased the president’s list and dean’s 
list for the fall 2023 semester. The 
president’s list includes all full-time 
students who earned a 4.0 grade point 
average for the semester and the 

dean’s list includes all full-time stu-
dents with a semester GPA of 3.6 to 
less than 4.0.

Those earning honors include 
Phoebe Layne on Glen, WV on the 
Dean’s List.

D&E College Releases President’s and Dean’s Academic List

This Week in the 
House of Delegates
For the week ending Jan. 26, 2024
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BRAXTON COUNTY

CLAY COUNTY

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatchers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, easy installa-
tion, and da-ta plans up to 300 GB. Call 
844-230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Stand-ard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 

about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced de-bris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Pub-lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 
or visit dorrancein-fo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physi-cians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
war-ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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NiChOLAs COUNTY

Brittney Danielle 
Bennett
Booked 1/25/24
Indictment

Trampis Lee Canfield
Booked 1/26/24
Domestic battery

Ricky James 
Clement Jr.
Booked 1/26/24
Expired MVI, DUI, 
driving revoked for 
DUI

Jayson Conner Grose
Booked 1/24/23
Trespassing asked to 
leave, burglary

Henry Ford Hanshaw
Booked 1/27/24
Domestic assault,      
domestic battery

Kenneth Demond 
Johnson Jr.
Booked 1/26/24
Possession with intent, 
conspiracy

Cody Ray Mullins
Booked 1/23/24
Indictment

Nathaniel Charles 
Rader
Booked 1/25/24
Domestic battery third 
offense, strangulation, 
obstructing an officer

Vincent Seth Ruggieri
Booked 1/25/24
Strangulation, domestic 
battery third offense

Asa Matthew Carr
Booked 1/25/24
Gross neglect of a 
child, abuse or neglect 
of an incapacitated 
adult, attempted first 
degree murder

William Holley 
Coffman
Booked 1/26/24
Destruction of property

Emilie Marie Rhodes
Booked 1/25/24
Attempted breaking 
and entering, breaking 
and entering other than 
dwelling

John Alden Boggs
Booked 1/26/24
Fleeing with reckless 
indifference

The Clay County 
Middle School after-
school program is still 
seeking donated sewing 
machines. 

If you have a work-
ing portable sewing 
machine that you 
no longer need and 
would like to donate 

to a beginning sewist, 
please drop it off at the 
Clay County Library 
earmarked for the 
CCMS sewing class. 
The manual would be 
great to have with the 
machine. 

Please, include your 
contact information. In 
the case that the class is 
too small for the num-
ber of machines that 

may be donated, leave 
a note saying what 
you want done with it. 
Thank you in advance 
for your support!

The Clay County 
WIC office located at 
452 Main Street in Clay 
is open to serve the 
public every Monday 
and Wednesday from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.
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It was a cold, win-
ter’s morning but I 
didn’t mind. You see, 
after several days of 
gray, milky skies that 
brought us snow, fol-
lowed by rain, followed 
by more snow I could 
see the sky was clear. 
As I did my morning 
exercises in my house 
I noticed the stars in 
the predawn sky. Then 
as the darkness fled I 
could see through my 
dirty windows that the 
sky was a brilliant blue. 
I saw too the glorious, 
golden light of the sun 
rising above the hills. 
I looked closely and 
couldn’t see a single 
cloud in the sky. It was 
a bright, new day and I 
longed to breathe in the 
brisk, clean air and feel 
the gentle warmth of 
the sun kiss my face. I 

longed to walk outside 
and feel the Love of 
God flowing through 
the day. Thankfully, 
I didn’t have to wait 
that long. As soon as I 
lay down on the floor 
to do some sit- ups my 
little dog, Sweetie ran 
over, climbed on my 
chest and started lick-
ing my nose and chin. 
I smiled, laughed, and 
took a nice long pet the 
puppy break from my 
exercising. I realized 
too that my furry baby 
had that same Divine 
love flowing through 
her own little heart. Yes, 
sometimes the clouds of 
life can make the world 
seem gray and gloomy. 
But the truth is that the 
Love of God is always 
there waiting to break 

The BapTisT Classroom
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

By: Slim Randles

Home Country

By: Joseph J. Mazzella

MAZZELLA cont. on 
page 7

Free Indeed

It’s Always There

Visit us online at
claycountyfreepress.com

The law has been a point of 
controversy since the foundation 
of Christianity. Christ’s enemies 
marveled at His teaching of 
the law and were often put in 
their place for their lack of 
understanding it or disregarding 
it. When Christ arose, the law was 
still a point of misunderstanding. 
When the gospel started going 
out beyond the boundaries of the 
Jewish communities, there were 
churches full of people with 
very little connection to Israel, 
especially by bloodlines. They 
had never followed the dietary 
laws, lived with the Jewish 
traditions, or been circumcised. 
This posed a problem for 
those Jewish communities 
who had known nothing else. 
The Bible was clear about 
circumcision. The new Gentiles 
should be circumcised was the 
opinion of many. 

The Apostle Paul understood 
this wasn’t a matter of Christian 
liberty or a difference of opinion. 
It was a matter of the true gospel. 
Those who demanded circumci-

sion for the Gentile believers in 
Christ to enter the family of God 
and the church of God were add-
ing another requirement to the 
gospel. Paul stood firmly on the 
vital truth that we are justified by 
faith alone, in Christ alone. Our 
legal standing before God is not 
based on our keeping of the law 
but on the work of Jesus Christ. 
He lived for us, and by faith, we 
receive His righteousness. He 
died for us, pardoning us with 
His precious blood. Therefore, 
we have the forgiveness of sins 
and His perfect righteousness 
credited to our account.

The Old Covenant was never 
intended to last forever. It was 
given for a time until Christ, 
who would fulfill the law, would 
come. When Christ died, I died 
with him. I died to the law. And 
as Christ rose, I’m risen with 
him. I am dead to the law and 
alive in Christ. You can’t go and 
arrest Billy the Kid. The law of 
the United States has no sway 
over him anymore. He’s dead 
and gone. It’s the same with the 

law. It has no power to judge me 
anymore. Christ established the 
New Covenant, and that Old has 
no authority over me any longer. 

So I’ll stand free in the lib-
erty that Christ has made me 
free. I won’t be entangled again 
with the yoke of the bondage. 
You can’t live halfway between 
the Old Covenant and the New. 
Living in the law for acceptance 
with God makes Christ’s work 
worthless. 

If you live under the law, you 
have to live under all of it, all of 
the time. Perfectly, entirely, ex-
actly, and perpetually. You have 
fallen from grace if you try to go 
back under the Old Covenant, 
even just a little. 

We are called to liberty, the 
freedom to serve and love one 
another in the Spirit. No one sins 
against another by loving him 
and walking in the Spirit. It’s 
easier to live by rules. It feels 
safer. So we make them up or 
modify the old ones. But there 
is no safety for sinners under the 
law.

The Key To Life Is Forgetting The Right Things
By: Dr. James Snyder

The thing that has concerned 
me as I have aged was about 
forgetting things. How could 
I remember everything when I 
was crowding my brain with all 
kinds of new things?

In this regard, there is no 
comparison between The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage 
and myself. I have a problem 
remembering, and her problem 
is forgetting. She can’t for-
get anything. She remembers 
things that I don’t think ever 
happened. How she does that is 
above my pay scale.

My concern has always 
been that I would forget things 
I needed to remember and it 
would cause a lot of difficulty 
in my relationships. My biggest 
concern is forgetting the names 
of people, especially relatives. 
I can never figure out why some 
people have such weird names, 
hard to remember.

Thinking about this, some-
thing came to mind. When I 
was younger, I forgot a lot of 
things but all that forgetting did 
not keep me from growing old-
er. In fact, I forgot some stuff 
on purpose just to get out of 
some jam. My aging had noth-
ing to do with my forgetting.

I began to think that forget-
ting may result from something 
other than getting old. Maybe 
forgetting is a way of dealing 
with some of the issues of life.

In thinking about this, I 
have concluded that the key to 
a good life is knowing what to 
forget and what to remember. 
If I can master this, I will not 
have any problems.

I’ve been trying to develop 
the art of forgetting in my life. 
If I know what to forget, my 
life will be better.

Number one on my list of 
not forgetting is The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. That 
is the hard one. I must remem-
ber all of the right things re-
garding her and forget all the 
other things.

When we started our matri-
monial journey, I had no idea 

about this. My idea was to 
get along, just go along. That 
works with some people, but it 
doesn’t seem to work with me.

I have to make a list of 
things to forget and then a list 
of things to remember.

The list of things to remem-
ber is pretty long, including her 
birthday, our anniversary, our 
children’s birthdays and their 
anniversaries, and our grand-
children’s birthdays. Along 
with that list are the names of 
all of those people.

If I had charge of things, 
which I don’t, I would tattoo the 
names of our children, grand-
children, and great-grandchil-
dren on their foreheads along 
with their birthday. That sure 
would help me a lot.

Another thing on the list 
to remember was everything 
she said to me. I can’t tell you 
how many times she has asked, 
“Don’t you remember what I 
said yesterday?”

Now, the problem with that 
question is that she said so 
much yesterday it is tough for 
me to remember anything she 
said yesterday.

My list of things to remem-
ber gets longer every year.

But the things to forget could 
be even longer. I sometimes get 
the two lists confused, and boy, 
do I get into trouble.

It boils down to this. I must 
always remember every time 
she is right. But then I also must 
forget every time she is wrong.

I must keep alert when we 
are with some friends because 
somewhere along the conver-
sation, The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage will say, “My 
dear, do you remember…?” 
When that happens, I know that 
my sanity is on the line.

Or, another question would 
be, “My dear, remember our 
vacation last year?” Some-
times, I do have a little bit of 
a memory, but not often. With 
a great smile, I will respond by 
saying, “Oh yes I do. It was the 
best planned vacation we ever 

had.”
I’m all right for the rest of 

the evening if I can get away 
with that. Because she really 
doesn’t want me to tell about 
the vacation just to go along 
with her idea of that vacation. 
If I could remember something 
about our vacation last year, it 
would be an unusual episode of 
whose clock is ticking.

The biggest challenge I have 
is to forget every time she is 
wrong. I don’t know what it is 
about me, but these things I can 
never forget. She’s not wrong 
often, but when she is, I take 
great delight in that. I can’t re-
veal my delight to her in any 
fashion, but it’s there.

Maybe I cannot forget them, 
but I am developing the disci-
pline not to bring them up in 
any conversation. Sometimes, 
I want to bring one up just to 
take advantage of a situation, 
but thinking of that, I really do 
love living.

Knowing what to forget and 
what to remember has been an 
important key in my life. The 
big problem here is that I have 
a hard time choosing what to 
remember and what to forget.

I couldn’t help but think 
of what the Apostle Paul 
said in Philippians 3:13-15, 
“Brethren, I count not my-
self to have apprehended: but 
this one thing I do, forgetting 
those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press 
toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.”

Forgetting the right things 
makes room for me to remem-
ber the right things. If I’m go-
ing to press forward in my life 
I must forget some things in the 
past.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in 
Ocala, FL with the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. 
Telephone 1-352-216-3025, e-
mail jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.jamessny-
derministries.com.

Hey, I was there 
to help, right? Right 
there in the kitchenette 
loaned us by the Roos-
evelt Hotel in Anchor-
age. My wife, Pam, ran 
the headquarters for the 
Iditarod Dogsled Race, 
and it was the second 
year of the race, 1974, 
and there I sat, a genu-
ine Alaskan long-dis-
tance dog musher who 
had participated in the 
first race the year be-
fore.

So when a nicely 
dressed elderly gentle-
man with a thick Bos-
ton accent stopped by 
for coffee and questions 
about the race … hey, 
I’m there for you.

He said his name 
was Norman Vaughan 
and he had some ques-
tions, and we talked for 
more than an hour. Oh, 
I explained to this obvi-
ous city guy all about 
how the dogs were 
hooked up, and how far 
we could go each day, 
depending on weather. 
He was a good student, 
too. When he rose to go, 
he said, “Slim, I think 
we’ll be seeing a lot of 
each other and become 
good friends.”

There was some-
thing about Norman 
that I genuinely ad-
mired, even if I couldn’t 
have said exactly what 
it was.

For the record, the 
race begins (for 50 
years now) on the first 
Saturday in March in 
Anchorage, then cross-
es 1,100 miles of Alas-
ka to end up on Front 
Street in Nome.  This 
gives a guy a long, cold 
camping trip before 
he gets to Front Street. 

Many aren’t able to 
complete the race for 
various reasons, and I 
was one of those. Four 
days in, I crushed an 
ankle. I crawled in the 
sled and the team took 
me 20 miles to the next 
checkpoint, where I was 
ignominiously airlifted 
to a hospital in Anchor-
age by Army helicopter.

So about a half hour 
after Norman left, we 
were discussing him and 
sipping coffee when the 
news guy on the radio 
said, “The special guest 
at the musher’s banquet 
tonight will be Colonel 
Norman Vaughan, who 
drove a dog team to the 
South Pole in 1928.”

Yes, there was 
laughter. A lot.

Norman Vaughan 
drove his dog team to 
the South Pole as a pos-
sible rescuer in case 
Richard Byrd’s plane 
was forced down. Dur-
ing World War II, Nor-
man was in charge of 
dog team rescue in 
Greenland, where they 
could rescue any air 
crews forced down on 
the ice cap. More than 
100 fliers were rescued 
by his dog teams.

He and I were 
friends for the rest of 
his life, and when Nor-
man Vaughan finally 
was able to finish the 
Iditarod Race in Nome, 
one of my dogs was his 
leader.

But after giving this 
polar explorer the ben-
efit of my “vast” expe-
rience, about all I could 
do is grin and shrug and 
say, “Well, at least now 
he knows how to do it 
the right way.”
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Tell your senator and 
delegates to vote NO 
on Senate Bill 264.
It’s not just bad for the 
future of newspapers... 
It’s another step in 
Government infringing 
on a free press —  
which is essential to our 
Democracy. 

Find your 
legislator at 
wvlegislature.gov

STOP
SB 264 

The following events hap-
pened on these dates in West 
Virginia history. To read more, 
go toe-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Jan. 31, 1878: Educator Wil-
liam Woodson Trent was born 
in rural Nicholas County. He 
served as state superintendent of 
schools from 1933 until 1957. 

Jan. 31, 1922: Movie and 
television actress Joanne Dru 
was born Joan Letitia Lacock in 
Logan. Her movie career in-
cluded more than 40 films. Her 
brother, singer and TV host Peter 
Marshall, is also a West Virginia 
native.

Jan. 31, 1945: Sergeant Jonah 
Edward Kelley of Mineral Coun-
ty was killed in action while 
leading his squad against Ger-
man positions during World War 
II. He was awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his “superb courage.”

Feb. 1, 1832: 
Education reformer 
Alexander Luark 
Wade was born. 
Wade reorganized 
rural Monongalia 
County schools to 
require progress through eight 

prescribed levels with a gradu-
ating exercise and receipt of a 
diploma. Wade’s system worked 
so well it was copied in other 
counties and states.

Feb. 1, 1901: Frank Buck-
les, the last surviving American 
veteran of World War I, was born 
in Missouri. Buckles purchased 
a farm in Charles Town in 1954 
and continued to live there until 
his death in 2011.

Feb. 2, 1908: 
Justice Marion 
Chambers was 
born in Hunting-
ton. Chambers 
was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for 
his actions in the 
World War II Iwo Jima campaign 
in February 1945.

Feb. 3, 1825: Confederate 
General William Lowther Jack-
son was born in Clarksburg. He 
was one of at least three South-
ern officers to bear the nickname 
“Mudwall.”

Feb. 3, 1845: Gilmer County, 
located in the heart of West Vir-
ginia, was established from parts 
of Kanawha and Lewis counties. 
It was named for Thomas W. 
Gilmer, a governor of Virginia.

Feb. 3, 1923: 
Broadcast an-
nouncer Jack 
Fleming was born 
in Morgantown. 
He was the long-
time “Voice of the 
Mountaineers.”

Feb. 3, 1961: The West Vir-
ginia legislature passed a resolu-
tion adopting “The West Virginia 
Hills” as an official state song. 
Prior to “Take Me Home, Coun-
try Roads,” “The West Virginia 
Hills” was the best-known of our 
four official state songs.

Feb. 4, 1845: Doddridge 
County was formed from parts 
of Harrison, Lewis, Ritchie, and 
Tyler counties. It was named for 
Philip Doddridge, a Western Vir-
ginia congressman, state legisla-
tor and member of the Virginia 
Constitutional Convention of 
1829–30.

Feb. 4, 1945: The hotel at 
Minnehaha Springs was de-
stroyed by fire. Built in 1914, it 
was the first facility in Pocahon-
tas County built strictly for the 
tourist business and was a fore-
runner of today’s local tourism 
economy.

Feb. 5, 1889: Fiddler and self-

taught physician James Franklin 
“Doc” White was born near Ivy-
dale, Clay County. White served 
the community as doctor, dentist 
and midwife, delivering more 
than 1,800 babies.

Feb. 5, 1890: 
Coach Eli Camden 
“Cam” Hender-
son was born in 
Joetown, Marion 
County. He is a re-
vered figure in Mar-
shall University sports history.

Feb. 5, 1941: Actor David 
Lynn Selby was born in Mor-
gantown. His stage and screen 
credits include 
the outdoor 
drama Honey in 
the Rock, and the 
television shows 
Falcon Crest and 
Dark Shadows.

Feb. 6, 1882: 
Poet Anne Spencer was born 
Annie Bethel Bannister in Henry 
County, Virginia. 
In 1886, she and 
her mother moved 
to Bramwell, where 
she spent most of 
her childhood and 
adolescent years.
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PORTABLE OXYGEN 
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO 
LIFESTYLE

CLAIM YOUR

RISK-FREE
TRIAL1

14-DAY

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
114-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2023 Inogen, Inc. 
301 Coromar Drive, Goleta, CA 93117
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

3-year price guarantee requires credit qualification and 2-year commitment 
and covers core programming, local networks, and equipment. All 
packages, programming, and offers are subject to change without notice.  
Local blackouts and other restrictions apply. Streaming apps require 
separate subscription.
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ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that SCREAMING EAGLE COAL, LLC, 1245 22 MINE ROAD, HOLDEN, 

WV 25625, has a permit on file with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the surface 
mining of approximately 330.3 acres and has submitted an application to the DEP, 47 School Street, Suite 
301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600, for renewal of Article 3 Permit Number O201193 to operate coal prepara-
tion plants and a refuse disposal area in the N/A seam of coal.

The operation is discharging into Peachorchard Branch and Boardtree Branch of Twentymile Creek of 
Gauley River of Kanawha River and is located 4.5 miles, northwest of Drennen, in Jefferson District of 
Nicholas County, Longitude 81° 3’ 9” and Latitude 38° 20’ 13” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic 
Map).

Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by:
 NAME  ADDRESS
Appleatcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave., Ste. 400, Orange Village, OH 44122 
*and the mineral associated herewith is owned by:
 NAME ADDRESS
Appleatcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave., Ste. 400, Orange Village, OH 441222
*and the mineral within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
 NAME ADDRESS
Appleatcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave., Ste. 400, Orange Village, OH 44122
Surface of the area within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
 NAME ADDRESS
Appleatcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave., Ste. 400, Orange Village, OH 44122
Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall 

identify the applicant and application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP 
address above until March 23, 2024, or thirty (30) days from the date of final publication. A copy of the 
application will be available for review until March 23, 2024, or thirty (30) days from the date of final 
publication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at:

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries.

DEP Telephone Number: 304-457-3219
Permit Number:  O201193
*These items are to be completed only for operations involving mineral removal.
Include location map in accordance with 38-2-3.2(b)(2)
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE is hereby given pursuant to and by virtue of the authority vested in 

the Substitute Trustee, WV Trustee Services, LLC, by that certain Deed of Trust dated April 29, 2010, ex-
ecuted by Borrower, Stanley W. Ratliff, to David G. Palmer, the Trustee of record in the office of the Clerk 
of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Book 124, at Page 123. At the time of the 
execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have a mailing address of 1497 Ossia Road, 
Duck, WV 25063. WV Trustee Services, LLC were appointed as Substitute Trustees by APPOINTMENT 
OF SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE dated June 29, 2020, of record in the Clerk’s Office in Book 35, Page 612. 
The borrower defaulted under the Note and Deed of Trust and the Substitute Trustees have been instructed 
to foreclose under the Deed of Trust. Accordingly, the Substitute Trustees will sell the following described 
property to the highest bidder at the front door of the Courthouse of Clay County, in Clay, West Virginia, 
on the following date:

29th day of February, 2024 at 12:30 p.m.
Situate on the waters of Wilson Fork of Big Otter Creek, in the District of ()tter, County of Clay, and the 
State of West Virginia, more particularly bounded and described as follows, to wit:
BEGINNING at a No. 5 rebar set 15’ off center of pavement of Clay County Route 19/1, common corner 
with property of George W. Hardman, Jr.; thence running with Clay County Route 19/1 S. 43-55 W., 256.04 
feet to a No. 5 rebar set 15’ off center of pavement of Clay County Route 19/1, common corner with prop-
erty of George S. (sic) Hardman, Jr.; thence running with the George W. Hardman, Jr., line N. 54-12 W., 
235.60 feet to a No. 5 rebar set by 20” black walnut; thence continuing with Hardman line N. 3733 W., 
80.59 feet to a No. 5 rebar set by 22” double white oak; thence continuing with Hardman line N. 24-59 E., 
33.50 feet to a No. 5 rebar set by a 12” white oak; thence continuing with Hardman line N. 56-16 E., 157.27 
feet to a No. 5 rebar set by a 10” white oak; thence continuing with Hardman line N. 73-02 E., 151.42’ to 
a No. 5 rebar set by a 4” maple, thence continuing with Hardman line S. 35-35 E., 220.27 feet to the place 
of beginning, containing 1.970 acres, more or less, as surveyed on July 17, 1991, by William R. Gunnoe 
R.P.S., No. 801.

The Grantor herein does further Grant and Convey a right of way for ingress and egress to the property 
herein conveyed where the current driveway now exists. Further, the Grantor does reserve the right to 
maintain a water line which runs through the property herein conveyed.

BEING the same real estate conveyed unto Stanley W. Ratliff by Mary Ellen Moore, by a Deed dated 
October 16, 2008, and of record in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, West 
Virginia in Deed Rook 203, at page 251.

This conveyance is made subject to all easements, rights of way, restrictions, reservations and protective 
covenants, including but not limited to all oil, gas and mineral exceptions, reservations and leases, appear-
ing in the chain of title.
TERMS OF SALE:

1) The property will be conveyed in an “AS IS” physical condition by Deed containing no warranty, 
 express or implied, subject to the Internal Revenue Service right of redemption, all property taxes, 
 prior Deeds, liens, reservations, encumbrances, restrictions, rights-of-ways, easements, covenants, 
 conveyances and conditions of record in the Clerk’s office or affecting the subject property.
2) The Purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the transfer taxes imposed by the West Virginia 
 Code 11-22-1.
3) The Beneficiary and/or the Servicer of the Deed of Trust and Note reserve the right to submit a bid 
 for the property at sale.
4) “The Trustee reserves the right to continue sale of the subject property from time to time by written or 
 oral proclamation, which continuance shall be in the sole discretion of the Trustee.
5) The Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing tenant or person occupying the property 
 to vacate said property, and any personal property and/or belongings remaining at the property after 
 the foreclosure sale will be deemed to constitute ABANDONED PROPERTY AND WILL BE 
 DISPOSED OF ACCORDINGLY
6) The total purchase price is payable to the Trustee within thirty (30) days of the date of sale, with ten 
 (10%) of the total purchase price payable to the Trustee at sale.

WV Trustee Services, LLC, Substitute Trustee

Jim Ashley, Limited Signing Officer
WV Trustee Services, LLC 
McGuire Office Center 
618 Tenth Street, Suite 108 
Huntington, WV 25701 
(304) 853-3336 
jim.ashley@wvtrusteeservices.com
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE
The undersigned Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the authority vested in it by that certain Deed of Trust 

dated September 21, 2007, and duly recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay 
County, West Virginia, in Deed of Trust Book 117, at Page 997, Thomas G. Miller and Felicia M. Miller did 
convey unto Joe C. Hereford, Trustee, certain real property described in said Deed of Trust; and the benefi-
ciary has elected to appoint Pill & Pill, PLLC as Substitute Trustee by a Substitution of Trustee recorded 
in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office; and default having been made under the aforementioned Deed of Trust, and 
the undersigned Substitute Trustee having been instructed by the secured party to foreclose thereunder, will 
offer for sale at public auction at the front door of the Clay County Courthouse, in Clay, West Virginia, on

February 29, 2024, at 4:00 PM
The following described real estate, with its improvements, easements and appurtenances thereunto be-

longing, situate in the Pleasant District, Clay County, West Virginia, and more particularly described as 
follows:

Only of that certain tract or parcel of real estate situate, lying and being on the waters of Adonijah Fork 
of Big Sycamore Creek, in Pleasant District, Clay County, West Virginia, more particularly bounded and 
described as follows:
BEGINNING at a #5 rebar and cap set marking the southeast Corner of the herein described parcel, said 
rebar and cap bears N. 49-12-56 W., 343.32 feet from an 18” Hickory marking a corner to Jason D. 
Moore and Amy L. Moore (D.B. 162-PG. 545), thence S. 64-10-56 W., 203.60 feet to a 3/4” iron pipe 
set, N. 46-22-33 W., 266.26 feet to a #5 rebar and cap in the Southerly line of a 15 foot wide right of way, 
thence with said right the following courses and distances: N. 51-22-47 E., 15.90’ to a point, N. 40-12-07 
E., 24.00 to a point, N. 29-42-12 E., 35.37’ to a point, N. 28-12-52 E., 31.91’ to a point, N. 42-26-23 E., 
19.26’ to a point, N. 53-34-21 E., 20.70’ to a point, N. 50-31-58 E., 59.04’ to a point, N. 59-03-58 E., 
30.82’ to a point, N. 6833-21 E. 37.53’ to a point, N. 77-04-36 E., 100.28’ to a point, S. 88-12-38 E., 
31.04’ to a point, S. 76-20-02 E., 36.40’ to a point, S. 75-24-27 E. , 49.83’ to a #5 rebar and cap set, thence 
leaving said right of way, S. 06-54-00 W., passing through a 12’ Hemlock at 128.25 feet, in all 278.25 
feet to the point of beginning, containing 2.40 acres, more or less, as surveyed by Garcelon Surveying, 
LLC, I.A.N. Garcelon, P.L.S. #861, on or about the 13th day of April, 2007.
TOGETHER with a 2006 Clayton Manufactured Home; Model 25CMB286031H06, 
VIN: CLR023696TNAB
Being the same real estate conveyed unto Thomas Miller and Felicia Miller, his wife by Lisa Brown and 
Bradford Brown, by deed dated April 18, 2007, and recorded in the office of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Clay County, West Virginia in Deed Book 155, at Page 66.
And for the consideration aforesaid the Grantors further grant and convey unto the said Grantee, as 
trustee that certain right of way through over and cross the parent tract from which the above tract was 
conveyed, where the road now exists for the purpose of ingress and egress to and from the above 
described property and the public road, as conveyed to the said grantors by the above referenced deed.
This deed of trust is further made subject to the same exceptions, reservations, conditions, restrictions 
and easements contained in prior deeds of conveyance of record for the above described real estate, 
insofar as same are presently applicable and have not been released, abandoned or discharged by law or 
otherwise.
At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have a mailing address of 
361 Bird Hollow Road, Lizemores, WV 25125.
AND BEING the same real estate which was conveyed to Thomas G. Miller and Felicia M. Miller, by 

Deed dated April 18, 2007, from Lisa Brown and Bradford Brown, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 200, at Page 331.

The above-described property will be sold subject to any covenants, restrictions, easements, leases and 
conditions of record, and subject to any unpaid real estate taxes.

The subject property will be sold in “AS IS” condition. The Substitute Trustee shall be under no duty to 
cause any existing tenant or person occupying the subject property to vacate said property.

TERMS: Ten percent (10%) of the purchase price as a deposit with the balance due and payable within 
30 days of the day of sale.  Pill & Pill, PLLC, Substitute Trustee

 
   Richard A. Pill, Member

P. O. Box 440, 85 Aikens Center, Martinsburg, WV 25404
Phone (304) 263-4971, Fax (304) 267-5840, e-mail: foreclosures@pillwvlaw.com
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ADVERTISEMENT MR-34-BR
Notice is hereby given that SCREAMING EAGLE COAL, LLC, 1245 22 Mine Road, 22 MINE ROAD, 

HOLDEN, WV 25625 has submitted an application for the reissuance of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit 
No. WV1013831 to the Department of Environmental Protection, 47 School Street, Suit 301, Philippi, WV 
26416-1150 in order to maintain, monitor and operate a Haulroad, a Loadout Facility, Coal Refuse Disposal 
Areas and a Preparation/Cleaning Plant in the n/a seam/mineral bed. The operation will discharge treated 
storm water into Road Fork of Leatherwood Creek of Elk river; unnamed tributary of Peachorchard Branch 
and Peachorchard Branch and Boardtree Branch of Twentymile Creek of Gauley River and is located 4.4 
miles southeast of Bickmore, in Jefferson District of Clay and Nicholas Counties, Longitude 81° 03’ 09” 
and Latitude 38° 20’ 13” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for 
human consumption located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream of this opera-
tion. Please provide your name, phone number, mailing address, the name of the stream being with the 
intake, and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be submitted to the address above.

An anti-degradation review has been conducted. Tier 1 protection is afforded because effluent limitations 
ensure compliance with water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, a full Tier 2 anti-
degradation review has been conducted.

Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the 
Article 11/NPDES application shall be in writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state the nature 
of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such written comments or requests should be sent to the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must also reference the Article 
11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments received by 3/02/2024, or thirty (30) days from date 
of publication, will be considered. A copy of the Article 11/WVNPDES application, draft permit, rational 
page, and fact sheet (if required) will be available for inspection and obtaining copies during normal busi-
ness hours at the DEP Regional Office located at the address above.

DEP Telephone Number 304-457-3219 Article 11/NPDES Permit No: WV1013831

LEGAL
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Obituary

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Looking for someone to plow snow from the 

 lot and shovel snow from the sidewalk for the 
Clay County Department of Health and 

Human Resources office in Clay, WV.

If interested, please contact 
Patty Martin at 304-872-0810

Charles “Chuck” 
Dempsey Strickland 
II, 68 years old, of 
Duck, WV passed 
away at CAMC Me-
morial Hospital, 
Charleston, WV on 
Saturday, January 20, 
2024. 

He was born in War-
ren, Ohio on June 
24, 1955, to the late 
Charles Dempsey 
Strickland, Sr., and 
Sharron Lorraine 
Thomas (Woods) 
Strickland. 

In addition to his 
parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by his 
second wife, Linda 
Howell. 

Chuck was a Navy 
veteran.  He retired 
from Ford Motor 
Company as a welder 
on the line after 15 
plus years of employ-
ment.  

When he was young-
er, he enjoyed hunt-
ing, fishing and four-
wheeling.  He enjoyed 
watching gameshows 
and Westerns on the 
television. 

He lived in Clay 
for the last 22 years 
and one could often 
find him watching the 
birds and deer around 
his home.

Chuck is survived 
by his daughter, Ni-
cole Elyise Hawley, 
and husband, Kevin, 
of Casper, Wyoming; 
sons, Michael How-
ell and wife, Crystal, 
of Derby, Kansas, 
Charles “Chas” Al-
mas of Taylor, Michi-

Charles “Chuck” 
Dempsey Stickland II

gan and David Howell 
and wife, Rebecca, of 
Troy, Missouri; grand-
children, Elyise Haw-
ley, Blakely Hawley, 
Liam Howell, Mad-
elyn Howell, Lauren 
Almas, Rebecca How-
ell, Payton Howell and 
Dylan Howell; sister, 
Carol Strickland of 
Chelsea, Michigan; 
nephew, Steven Ko-
slowski of Southgate, 
Michigan; and great 
niece, Allison Ko-
slowski.  

His funeral was held 
at 1 P.M. on Thursday, 
January 25, 2024, at 
Roach Funeral Home, 
708 Braxton Street, 
Gassaway, WV with 
Reverend Johnny 
Conrad officiating. 

A burial with mili-
tary rites followed 
in the Walnut Grove 
Church Cemetery, 
Strange Creek, WV. 

Visitation was held 
one hour prior to the 
service at the funeral 
home. 

Words of comfort 
and fond memories 
may be extended to 
the family at www.
r o a c h f u n e r a l h o m e .
com. 

LEGALLegal 2 col x 7-1/4”
0201 0208

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024
Claim Deadline: Monday, April 1, 2024
 APPOINTMENT DATE  1/23/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  JERREL W ELLIOTT
 EXECUTRIX  ENITH G ELLIOTT
  PO BOX 191
  LIZEMORES WV 25125-0191
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/28/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  DALE H GREEN
 EXECUTOR  RICK CONRAD
  1237 O’BRION RD 
  DUCK WV 25063-8455 
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/19/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  DEANNA LYNN HALL
 ADMINISTRATRIX  FELICHEA SMITH
    29 BASS DR
  IVYDALE WV 25113-8253
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/27/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  NAOMI J HOLCOMB
 EXECUTRIX  NANCY THOMAS
  PO BOX 92
  DIXIE WV 25059-0092
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/15/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  DAVID HAROLD MORTON
 ADMINISTRATOR  LUCAS SAMUEL MORTON
  405 E 9TH ST
  BELLE WV 25015-1710
 APPOINTMENT DATE  01/23/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  DOUGLAS FERRELL STARCHER
 ADMINISTRATRIX  COURTNEY DAWN PROCTOR 
  4561 OVAPA RD
  PROCIOUS WV 25164-7036
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 1/25/2024
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190

SECURED PARTY 
REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Thursday, February 8th at 1:00PM
Registration Begins at 12:30PM

AUCTION TO TAKE PLACE AT THE CLAY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

JOE R. PYLE COMPLETE 
AUCTION & REALTY SERVICE

Joe Pyle, Broker WV212 
5546 Benedum Drive, Shinnston, WV

(888) 875-1599 • (304) 592-6000
www.joerpyleauctions.com

Property Address: 963 Ivydale Road, Clay, WV
3 BEDROOM HOUSE WITH RIVER VIEW ON 7.5 ACRES

Situated on 7.5+/- Acres • 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms • 2,700+/-SF
RE Terms: 10% down payment made day of auction w/balance due at closing w/in 14 days. 10% BP. 

Additional Terms on Website. 

through, wanting to 
light up our lives, and 
only needing our invita-
tion to warm our hearts 
and uplift our souls. It 
is always there no mat-
ter how dirty our win-
dows are or how tired 

our spirits are. We just 
need to welcome it in. 
And like my little dog, 
Sweetie God wants us 
to share that Love too. 
It is so easy to do. A 
simple smile, a hug, 
a kiss, a kind deed, a 

helping hand, an en-
couraging word can 
mean so much. Even 
the littlest act of love 
can change a heart or 
save a life. Invite God’s 
Love into your life then. 
Welcome it into your 

heart. Share it with the 
world. Shine a little 
light into the darkness. 
And your days will be 
full of Heaven’s Happi-
ness even while you are 
here on Earth.

Mazzella
Continued From Page 3

An open letter to Governor 
Justice 

By Rocky Osborne, Clay 
County

On April 11, 2003 I received 
a letter from Fred VanKirk, 
Secretary / Highways Com-
missioner, West Virginia De-
partment of Transportation.

“Dear Mr. and Mrs. Os-
borne:

Governor Bob Wise has for-
warded your letter, concerning 
the Elkhurst Swinging Bridge 
in Clay County, to the Division 
of Highways for response.

The condition of the ex-
isting bridge, along with its 
unique design, is beyond any 
repair by the Division of High-
ways that would ensure the 
safety of the traveling public.  
Therefore, this bridge cannot 
be reopened.  A new, single-
lane bridge at this location 
would cost $2.5 million.  At 
this time the Division does not 
have the necessary funding 
to build a new bridge; how-
ever, this location WILL BE 
PLACED ON THE BRIDGE 
CONSTRUCTION LIST and 
will be considered, along with 
all other locations for bridge 
construction, AS FUNDING 
BECOMES AVAILABLE.

We are pursuing improve-
ments to this area.  THE OLD 
RAILROAD GRADE EAST-
WARD TO COUNTY ROUTE 
16/25 IS BEING IMPROVED 
TO PROVIDED ACCESS TO 
WV 16 AT HARTLAND.  Also, 
the existing County Route 22, 
which provides access to this 
area, will be reviewed for 
needed maintenance.……”

Bob Wise Gave.  The resi-
dents of Elkhurst have enjoyed 
a paved road with guard rails 
along the river for the past 20 
years.

On December 21, 2023 I 
wrote a letter to Governor Jim 
Justice and Speaker Roger 
Hanshaw since both were in-
volved in a very public way 
in establishing the “Rails to 
Trails Park” along the OLD 

RAILROAD GRADE in ques-
tion.  It says in part:

 “I want to make you aware 
of the status of the road leading 
to Elkhurst in light of a recent 
incident. (Wherein I discussed 
an individual who needed to 
go to the hospital but had to 
drive himself due to the condi-
tion of the road.)  The road to 
Elkhurst from Hartland is over 
the old C&O rail bed.  It has 
deteriorated badly of late. It 
was paved by the DOH in 2003 
as an alternative to replacing 
the old Elkhurst Bridge (docu-
mentation attached).  Guard 
rails were added and the State 
continued to maintain this right 
of way until earlier this year.  
A dispute arose, I have been 
told, when the Rails to Trails 
claimed it had jurisdiction 
over this section and would not 
agree to the DOH to continue  
maintain this road despite it 
being in continual use for the 
last 20 years.  The residents of 
Elkhurst and surrounding area 
are not opposed to the trail, 
but the trail and the residents 
could share this section of road 
for the benefit of all. ……”  I 
went on to ask both of them to 
look into a compromise which 
would allow the residents the 
continued benefit of this their 
ONLY VIABLE access.

Governor Justice and 
Speaker Hanshaw’s response 
you ask?  SILENCE

Two weeks later I emailed 
both to follow up.  Their re-
sponse?  SILENCE

SILENCE is an infuriat-
ing response.  SILENCE says 
I have something to hide.  SI-
LENCE says I don’t care about 
this issue.  SILENCE says shut 
up and go away.

A bill is making it’s way 
through the West Virginia leg-
islature making it easier for 
the State to acquire abandoned 
railroad beds for hiking and 
biking trails.  I wonder…?

Another thing I wonder 
about is, WHAT HAPPENED 
TO THE COMMITMENT 

FROM THE DIVISION OF 
HIGHWAYS TO:

MAINTAIN THE 
RAILBED AND 

TO BUILD US A NEW 
BRIDGE.

In another letter dated June 
9, 2003 from the House of 
Delegates, West Virginia Leg-
islature to The Honorable Bob 
Wise. It says in part:

 “We, the undersigned, re-
spectfully request that fund-
ing be made available for the 
repair and maintenance of the 
cable suspension bridge at 
Elkhurst, in Clay County…

During the winter months 
the road over Beechy Ridge 
is almost impassable at times.  
Children cannot get to school 
and people cannot get to 
work….

It was signed by: 
William Stemple, Delegate 

33rd District, David Perry, Del-
egate 29th District

John Pino, Delegate 29th 
District, Shirley Love, Senator 
11th District 

Randy White, Senator 11th 
District

Though their recommenda-
tions were not followed, they 
at least attempted to address 
their constituent’s concerns.  
This is how government is 
supposed to work.

Jim Justice took away.
So, Governor Jim Justice 

through inaction and perhaps 
directly allowed the only reli-
able and safe access to Elkhurst 
to fall into such a dilapidated 
state as to be almost unus-
able. Speaker Roger Hanshaw 
through his inaction shares in 
this travesty of injustice to his 
constituents.  

This past summer local citi-
zens led by Mike Schoonover 
filled the many potholes with 
whatever they could find.  
Alas, it has all disintegrated.  
My fear is that the next move 
will be to completely close 
this vital link to vehicle traf-
fic, thereby trapping the poor 
folks in Elkhurst.

Letter to the Editor
Bob Wise Giveth, but Jim Justice Taketh Away! 
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A 
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD 
Sunday Night Services 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Everyone is welcome! 
Pastor: Paul E. Young 

B 
BELL CREEK 
COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
NO Scheduled Services 
At This Time 

BELL CREEK 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Dixie 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
with Services After 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Lee Holiday 
(304) 632-1135 

BETHEL BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah. 
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 

BETHEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, Porter Creek 
Road, Bomont, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Thursday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Junior Davis 

 
BICKMORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH located at Bick- 
more on Fola Road 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening services 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane 

BIG OTTER BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF IVYDALE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday prayer service 
and Bible Study 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Danny Richardson 

 
BIG UNION BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:15 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 1st, 
3rd and 4th 
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer &  
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
2nd Sunday Communion 
Service 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Pete Shaffer 

BLUE KNOB CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 
BUFFALO VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday 
School 10:00 AM Worship 
Service 11:00 AM Sunday 
Evening Service 
6:00 PM 
Radio Broadcast, Sunday 
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV 
Summersville 
Everyone Welcome Pastor: 
John Pruitt 

BURKE MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH in 
Procious. Across Camp Creek 
Bridge on the left. Preaching 
Every Sunday 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study every Wednesday 
7:00 PM Pastor: Jerry 
Chandler 

C 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
LIZEMORE 
Prayer Service and Bible 
Study, Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Regular Service Sunday 
Nights at 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore 

CHURCH OF GOD 
BENTREE 
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Come and worship the Lord 
with us. 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr. 
CLAY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 

 
CLAY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship 11:00 AM. 
Everyone is Welcome! 
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins 

CLENDENIN UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Preaching 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:30 PM 
Pastor: Fred Walker 

CLIO COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Worship 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: George Stickland 

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall- 
ing Rock, Clay County 
Sunday Morning Worship 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 11:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM 
Teachings from the King 
James Bible 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Darris Barker 

CORNERSTONE 
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service/ 
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Roy Huffman 

E 
ELK RIVER BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Saturday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Brace Cook 

 
 

F 
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST 
TEMPLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Bret Wiley 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans 
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy 
Anderson 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bomont, WV 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
and 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Nick Bird 
Phone 304-548-6665 

FLAT FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Wednesday Prayer & Bible 
Study 6:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM 
Pastor: Chris Johnson 

FOLA MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Adults Bible Study 
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Daniel Tanner 

G 
GAULEY BRIDGE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 
11:00 AM 
Junior BYF/Senior BYF 
6:00 PM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/ 
Youth 7:00 PM 
GOSPEL LIGHT 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Located on Rt. 119 at the 
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday 
night services begin at 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. David Smith 
GROVES CREEK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Friday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Dean Rogers 

H 
HALLBURG BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00 
PM 
Pastor: Michael Jackson 

HARTLAND COMMUNITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb 

HORNERS FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening Youth 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Joe Dawson 

HOUSE OF PRAYER 
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel, 
WV (off Rt. 36) 
Pentecostal/Full Gospel 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM 
Pastor: (304) 587-2996 
(home), (304) 587-2703 
(church) 
Pastor: James R. Paxton 

 
I 
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bentree 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM. 
All ages welcome. Also 
have crafts, etc., all children 
welcome. 
Pastor: Larry Skaggs 

INDORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30 
Preaching Lunch 
12:30-1:30 PM 
Wednesday Service 
6:30-7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Stepp 

IVYDALE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 
Everyone Welcome! 
304-395-9990 
Pastor: Freddie Elliott 

 
 
J 
JODIE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Come Worship with Us! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Evening Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JOHNSON CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Vineyard Ridge 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN 
CHURCH 
103 Main Street, Clay 
Sunday 11:00 AM & 6 PM 
Tuesday 7:00 PM 
For more info call 304-632- 
1378 
Pastor: Ann Huddleston 

 
 
L 
LAUREL FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM 

 
LEATHERWOOD 
FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM 

LIBERTY ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Night: Bible 
Study/Prayer Meeting and 
Youth Group 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Barnhouse 

 
LICKFORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 every 
Sunday Morning 
Sunday Night Services 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Come worship with us! 
Pastor: Herb Vance 

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Mark Dudley 
Phone 304-286-5909 

LITTLE LAUREL 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: David McLaughlin 

LIVING GOD WORSHIP 
CENTER 
We invite you to come and 
worship with us. 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Cecil Lee 

LIZEMORE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM 
Church Service 11-12 Noon 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Robert Thomas 

M 
MAYSEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Monday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 

MAYSEL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Everyone Welcome 
Pastor: Jim Hamrick 

 
MIDDLE CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Osborne 

MT. OLIVE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 

Everyone welcome! 

MUD FORK CHURCH 
Sunday & Jr. Worship 
Service 10:00 AM Sunday 
School 11:00 AM Sunday 
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday 
Night & Jr. 

 
Church Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Christopher Stout 

N 
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday 
Morning at 10:00 AM 

Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Preaching, Prayer Meeting 
Wednesday at 7:30 PM 

NEW ANTIOCH 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Please join us in Praise! 
Pastor: Gary Walker 

NEWTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs 

NEWTON BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet- 

 
ing & Bible Study 7:00PM 
Pastor: Darius Walker 
Pastor Emeritus: Ron 
Fisher 

NOAH’S ARK FULL 
GOSPEL CHURCH 
Thursday 7:00 PM 
Sunday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr. 

O 
O’BRION ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching after Sunday 
School. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Pastor: James L. Balser 

OVAPA METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday at 
9:45 PM 
Sunday School 10:30 AM 
Sunday School on the 2nd 
Sunday is at 10:00 AM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Phone 304-587-2955 
Pastors: Cindy & Roger 
Dunlap 

OTTERLICK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Bible Study Thursday 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Gene Copen 

OTTERVALE ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday, 
except 5th, 11:00 AM 
Prayer Meeting Tuesday 
Evening 
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams 

P 
PEOPLES COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Take time out for Jesus, he 
took time our for you. 
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft 

PISGAH FREEWILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Bible Study 
& preaching 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Dennis Vance 

PLEASANT DALE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM 
Wednesday night Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Saturday Night Preaching 
Pastor: Wayne Litton 

PLEASANT HILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Wayne Smith 

PROCIOUS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Welcomes You! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:15 AM 
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: David Walker 

Q 
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C. 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Scott Means 

R 
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC 
CHURCH at Maysel 
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol- 
lowed by Religious Education 
9:30 AM 
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro 
SVD 
Pastoral Associates: Father 
Dominijus Boak SVD 

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Saturday Prayer Meeting 
7:00 PM 
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Delbert McKenzie 

RUSH FORK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
Singing or Preaching 
11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Come see us in church. 
Pastor: Harry Dobbins 

S 
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Thursday Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Jason Belt 

T 
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST 
Saturday Services 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 

Pastor: Hiram Lewis 

TRINITY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM. 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Clifford Samples 

U 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 
PM Everyone welcome 
Pastor: Don Dobbins 

UNITY GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Geoff Hamrick 

V 
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM 
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend. 

W 
WALLBACK 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun- 
days 9:45 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday Eve- 
ning 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell 

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: (304) 332-5503 
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins 

WALNUT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 AM 
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Lester Tanner 

WHITE PILGRIM 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Coon 

WHITESTAR 
TABERNACLE CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall 

WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Randy Tinney 

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE 
APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Come worship the Lord with 
us! 
Phone: (304) 587-7410 
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw 
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Lawmakers 
are putting 

your 
right to know 

in danger.
A bill going through the Legislature could 
spell the end of your community newspaper 
— and your access to public notices.
Call your legislator and tell them to vote 
against Senate Bill 264.Tell them you want to 
keep your community newspaper healthy.

Find your legislator  
at wvlegislature.gov

ANDERSON HEIGHTS 
APARTMENTS

2626 PROCIOUS • MAYSEL ROAD • MAYSEL, WV 25133
304-587-2011 • TTY/TDD 771

ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
DESIGNED FOR THOSE AGE 62 OR OLDER
Handicap / Disabled Regardless Of Age
Electric  • Air  • Refrigerator  • Range

Water, Sewer & Trash Included
Handicap Units Available

On-Site Management / Maintenance
Laundry Facilities

Income Limits Do Apply     Rent Based On Income
Monday – Thursday 8 AM – 4:40 PM
Gateway Management Services, LLC

Rental Office 304-587-2011 
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

HIGH STREET APARTMENTS 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT! 

136 HIGH STREET, CLAY, WEST VIRGINIA 25043 
304-587-2011 

WEST VIRGINIA TTY/TDD 711 
RENTAL OFFICE LOCATED AT ANDERSON HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 2626 

PROCIOUS MAYSEL ROAD, MAYSEL, WV 25133 
 

MOVE IN SPECIAL – FIRST MONTHS RENT FREE 
 

TWELVE (12) ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE 

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AND QUIET.  
 

AMENITIES INCLUDE: 
ALL ELECTRIC 

REFRIGERATOR AND RANGE 
WATER, SEWER & TRASH INCLUDED 

LAUNDRY FACILITIES ON SITE 
 

INCOME LIMITS DO APPLY 
RENT BASED ON INCOME 

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY: 
GATEWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, LLC 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY – THURSDAY 8AM – 4:30PM 
FOR AN APPLICATION OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT THE 

RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011 

HIGH STREET APARTMENTS
136 HIGH STREET, CLAY, WEST VIRGINIA 25043

304-587-2011
WEST VIRGINIA TTY/TDD 711
RENTAL OFFICE LOCATED AT 

ANDERSON HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 
2626 PROCIOUS MAYSEL ROAD, MAYSEL, WV 25133

TWELVE (12) ONE AND TWO BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS  AVAILABLE

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AND QUIET. 

AMENITIES INCLUDE:
ALL ELECTRIC

REFRIGERATOR AND RANGE
WATER, SEWER & TRASH INCLUDED

LAUNDRY FACILITIES ON SITE

INCOME LIMITS DO APPLY
RENT BASED ON INCOME

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY:
GATEWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, LLC

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY – THURSDAY 8AM – 4:30PM
FOR AN APPLICATION OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

CONTACT THE RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011
Equal Opportunity 

Provider and Employer

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

By PSC Chair Charlotte Lane
I turned on my car radio this morn-

ing and had to smile.  John Denver’s 
song, “Country Roads” was playing, 
which always makes me happy.  I am 
not an exception in loving this song; 
and hearing it lifts my spirit, which is 
true for all West Virginians.

As I listened to the lyrics, my mind 
drifted to the many who use our high-
ways every day as they travel through 
our mountains.  We are a friendly 
bunch, not only offering hospitality, 
but caring about the safety of others.  I 
have often watched a Mountaineer stop 
to change a flat or check on a stranded 
motorist.  We care about people.

At the Public Service Commission 
of West Virginia, we also are diligent 
about safety inspections.  Our transpor-
tation officers perform inspections rou-
tinely on the large trucks and buses that 
travel our highways to make sure they 
meet strict safety regulations.  They 
also man the weigh stations through-
out the state that help keep commer-
cial motor vehicles in compliance with 
state and federal regulations.

As Denver traveled through our 
state, I am sure he found great pleasure.  
He clearly defined our people and our 
state’s majesty in his lyrics.  He por-
trayed us well.

“Country Roads” is one of West Vir-
ginia’s four official state songs.  It cap-
tures the core of our natural wonders 
and the spirit of our people.  Denver’s 
tune is catchy, but his lyrics pay tribute 
to a remarkable place to raise families.

The well-known chorus, “…take 
me home, to the place I belong,” invig-
orates me.  We are proud of our state 

and truly feel that sense of belonging.  
Our people make this land unique, 
but the beauty and our culture add to 
the magical nature of the state we call 
home.

When he sings, “Life is old there, 
older than the trees,” I am reminded of 
the deep-rooted history that breathes 
life into every corner of our great state.  
Our heritage and culture are woven 
into our very fabric through stories 
of resilience during troubled times, 
through our hard-working nature, and 
the strong spirit of our people.

As you journey through our rolling 
hills to explore our hidden treasures, let 
John Denver’s song guide you along 
those country roads, reminding you of 
what makes West Virginia so special.  
Think about the great people who made 
the Mountain State what it is today; and 
whisper a thank you to our great trans-
portation officers.  And remember, this 
is “Almost Heaven.”

The Health Plan 
(THP) donated a total 
of $360,000 to food 
banks across the state 
of West Virginia. THP 
presented $30,000 
checks to 12 different 
food banks as part of 
the organization’s an-
nual “Spirit of Giving” 
campaign. 

“We are grateful to 
The Health Plan for 
their support of our 
mission, and we share 
with them a vision of a 
healthier Ohio Valley,” 
said Mark Phillips, 
president and CEO of 
Catholic Charities West 
Virginia. “Through 
their generosity, we 
continue to provide ser-
vices to those who are 
most vulnerable in our 
community.”

These donations will 
help each organiza-
tion restock their pan-
tries and provide warm 
meals to West Virgin-
ians in need, allowing 
each organization to 
continue changing lives 
and making an impact 
across the state. 

“At The Health 
Plan, we understand 
the profound impact 
proper nutrition has on 
the health and wellbe-
ing of the communi-
ties we serve,” said Jeff 
Knight, president and 
CEO of The Health 
Plan. “We’re honored 
to support these out-
standing organizations 
in their mission to pro-
vide nutritious, warm 
meals to those in need. 
Together, we can cre-
ate positive change and 
build a healthier, more 
resilient West Virginia 
for all.”

The Health Plan do-
nated more than half a 
million dollars to non-
profit organizations in 
2023 alone.

Food Banks Include: 

ing it was “incredibly 
unfortunate that a bill 
like this is necessary.”

A total of 1,242 bills 

have been introduced in 
the House. The dead-
line for House bills to 
be introduced is Feb. 

13. The 60-day, regular 
legislative session ends 
at midnight Saturday, 
March 9.

House
Continued From Page 1

Jan. 26 in the House of Delegates. WV Legislative Photography, photo by Perry 
Bennett

Charleston, WV: 
Campbell’s Creek 
Church of the Naza-
rene, Union Mission 
Ministries 

Gassaway, WV: 
Mountaineer Food 
Bank 

Huntington, WV: 
Huntington City Mis-
sion 

Morgantown, WV: 
Christian Help

Parkersburg, WV: 
Old Man River’s Mis-
sion 

Wheeling, WV: 
Catholic Charities, 
House of the Carpenter, 
Soup Kitchen of Great-
er Wheeling, St. James’ 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church, St. 
Matthew’s Episcopal 
Church

Health Plan Donates $360,000 
to West Virginia Food Banks

Public Service Commission Chair 
Charlotte Lane

Country Roads, Take Me Home
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By Allen Hamrick
The Panther wres-

tling team and the 
Mustang wrestling 

team were on the 
road this week for the 

WSAZ tournament.  
First, however, it was 
the Mustangs in a 
quad match at Elkveiw 
to warm up for the 
weekend.  Westside, 
Sissonville, Clay and 
Elkview participated 
in the event.  

The Mustangs tore 
the mat up in their 
matches against West-
side and Sissonville, 
winning both match-
ups.  Then they went 
head to head with 
Elkview and did pretty 
well but lost some key 
matches that would 
have got them over the 
top.  

The Mustangs 
placed second in the 
tournament, and it was 

a good primer for the 
super tough competi-
tion at the WSAZ tour-
nament in Huntington.

Both wrestling 
teams have been in 
some wars on the mats 
this season but nothing 
like that at the WSAZ 
tournament this past 
weekend.  

Over sixty teams 
from three different 
states came to compete 
against each other in 
what was to be some of 
the toughest wrestling 
the boys have encoun-
tered this year.  

It was going to be a 
tough road to haul on, 
for sure, and keeping 
your back from getting 
glued to a mat is a win 

in and of itself.   
Zane Minger and 

James Sears both 
placed 7th in the tour-
nament for the Pan-
thers, and Pierce Ad-
kins placed 7th for the 
Mustangs. 

The Panthers also 
placed 10th overall as 
a team.  It was a good 
tournament to work 
out some bugs before 
the end of the season.  
The Mustangs 

CWVAC champion-
ship will be on Satur-
day, February 3rd at 
Ravenswood, and the 
Panthers will be on 
the mats at Calhoun 
County.   

Come out and sup-
port the teams.

Panthers and Mustangs compete in Huntington

By Allen Hamrick
The Panther basket-

ball team locked horns 
this week against both 
Richwood and Braxton 
High Schools.  The Pan-
thers played a whale of a 
game against the tough 
Richwood Lumberjacks 
on Wednesday night.  
With the Panthers, it is 
nonstop action from the 
opening bell to the fi-
nal whistle. Looking for 
their first win of the sea-
son, the Panthers came 
out swinging and were 
up 32-30 at the half. Af-
ter the half, the Panthers 
went on a bombing run 
and hardly missed a bas-
ket.  The Panther defense 
went to work throwing 
the Lumberjacks com-
pletely off their game 
with high intensity full 
court action.  The Pan-
thers knocked down 20 

points in the 3rd period, 
and the Lumberjacks 
were pushing a chain 
trying to keep up.  How-
ever, the fast paced one 
shot, one point offense 
the Panthers were doing 
kept the defense of the 
Lumberjacks line danc-
ing to an offbeat.   Not 
saying that the Lumber-
jacks weren’t grabbing 
some net, also, but they 
just couldn’t go net to 
net with the Panthers.  
The final score was Pan-
thers 71, Lumberjacks 
61.  Zach Deyton gets 
the hot shot award in 
the game hitting for  a 
whopping 19 points fol-
lowed closely by Ayden 
Brown with 15 and Mi-
cah Osborne with 12.

Friday was Home-
coming night for the 
Panthers, and the boys 
were to battle the Eagles 

of Braxton on home 
turf.  Coming in off a 
win, the Panthers had a 
good amount of steam 
to lock horns with.   The 
game started off with 
some head scratching 
basketball as the Eagles 
jumped at the chance to 
capitalize on some Pan-
ther turnovers thereby 
getting a jump on the 
score and going up 0-12 
in the first minutes of the 
game.  Then, it was if the 
lights came on and Hol-
lywood brought out the 
cameras.  The Panthers 
went shopping for points 
and racked up 10 before 
the Eagles knew what hit 
them.  Bewildered, the 
Eagles called time out 
before there wasn’t go-
ing to be a 2024 Christ-
mas party.  After the 
time, the Eagles got their 
wits about them again, 

and the game went for-
ward with the Eagles 
keeping the lead out of 
reach for the Panthers.  
The Panthers couldn’t 
overcome the open court 
shooting of the Eagles 
and lost the game.    With 
the Panthers, every game 
is all out, fast and furi-
ous, and the team ham-
mers the game down 
their opponent’s throat.  
However, as hard as they 
play, you have to score.  
The final score was Pan-
thers 37, Eagles 56.  The 
Panthers hit the road 
again on Saturday and 
played the tough Dod-
dridge County.  The trip 
north didn’t bode well 
for the Panthers, and 
they lost another tough 
one 36-61.

Friday night was 
also the time to crown 
the 2024 Basketball 

Homecoming Queen 
of CCHS.   The CCHS 
band and cheerleaders, 
dressed in their finest, 
got busy lining up in for-
mation to welcome the 
new queen to the court 
and her cheering fans.  
Newly crowned queen 
Lilly Goldizen strode 
onto the courts looking 
only as a queen would 
and accepted her crown 
from CCHS principal 
Allen Tanner.  Landon 
Williams escorted the 
new queen across the 
court with all the class 
of Jimmy Stewart.  The 
queen’s crown bearer 
was Gisale Goldizen and 
her escort was River Os-
burn.  Congratulations to 
Queen Goldizen and the 
rest of her court.  Fresh-
man Princess was Lain-
ey Nichols and her es-
cort was Brody Scarbro.  

Sophomore Princess 
was Lakin Winebrenner 
with escort Wyatt Cole-
man.  Junior Princess 
was Skylee Marie Rog-
ers with escort Tristan 
Samples.  Senior Prin-
cess was Abigail Marie 
Holley with escort Isaac 
Brown. 

Congratulations to 
the new queen, Lillie 
Goldizen, and her court.

In other basketball 
news, the Lady Pan-
thers seem to have got 
into a winning groove 
taking down the mighty 
Hoover Lady Huskies 
in a nail biter 37-36 and 
also Midland Trail 41-
33.  Their only loss came 
against Webster County 
in a barn burner 39-40.  
All the teams will be 
playing this week, so 
come out and catch a 
game.

Left, Bret Smith looks for a pin. Center,  Caydion Rhodes sets the cowboy. Right,  Pierce Adkins works towards the pin at Elkview.

Panthers get first win of the season

Left, Zach Deyton drives for two in the paint. Above, Noah Collins gets two after a steal. Right, Ayden Brown bowls the middle for two at Rich-
wood.


