
Members of the 
West Virginia House of 
Delegates voted to pass 
27 bills this week as the 
60-day regular legisla-
tive session approaches 
the halfway mark.

Nearly half a min-
ute of applause filled 
the House Chamber 
Friday after members 
unanimously approved 
House Bill 5014. The 
measure would direct 
$2 million to the WVU 
Rockefeller Neurosci-
ence Institute to ex-
pand groundbreaking 
research already being 
done in Morgantown to 
treat Alzheimer’s, Par-
kinson’s, drug addiction 
and other diseases with 
ultrasound.

“I want to tell you 
about a team of heroes 

we have here in West 
Virginia today and why 
this bill is important,” 
said House Speaker 
Roger Hanshaw, R-
Clay, speaking from his 
desk on the House floor 
to explain the bill be-
fore the vote.

Hanshaw said the 
team has FDA clearance 
to extend their clini-
cal trial to treat PTSD, 
specifically targeted 
veteran populations, 
and obesity, two disor-
ders that plague West 
Virginians in dispropor-
tionately high amounts. 
He said with a one-time 
allocation of $2 million, 
RNI would begin treat-
ing West Virginians in 
April.

Hanshaw told mem-

Last week, U.S. 
Senator Joe Manchin 
(D-WV) announced 
that West Virginia has 
been granted a Ma-
jor Disaster Declara-
tion from the Federal 
Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) 
as a result of the severe 
storms, flooding, land-
slides, and mudslides 
that occurred August 
28 -30, 2023.  In No-
vember, Senator Man-
chin led the West Vir-
ginia Delegation in 
urging President Biden 
and FEMA to consider 
the state’s appeal for a 

Major Disaster Decla-
ration.

“It is vital that our 
West Virginians re-
ceive the resources 
they need to rebuild 
and recover in the 
wake of serious storms 
and disasters,”  said 
Senator Manchin. “I’m 
proud to have pushed 
for this declaration, 
which will be instru-
mental in delivering 
essential funds to sup-
port Boone, Calhoun, 
Clay, Harrison, and 
Kanawha Counties 
after the devastating 
storms this past Au-

gust. I will continue 
working alongside 
the West Virginia del-
egation to advocate for 
funding that helps the 
Mountain State rebuild 
when disaster strikes.”

C o n g r e s s w o m a n 
Carol Miller (R-WV) 
released the follow-
ing statement on the 
Major Disaster Decla-
ration: “I am grateful 
for this Major Disaster 
Declaration which will 
allocate funding for 
our counties affected 
by the storms in Au-
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For the week ending Feb. 2, 2024

The 2023-2024 CCMS Mustang wrestling team. See Page 
10. Photo Jada Adkins.GRANT cont. on page 8

Season ends for Mustang wrestling 
at CWVAC championship 

Students at Big Otter Elementary are following the PAX Good Behavior Game and becoming role models for other students. These stu-
dents show a positive attitude towards their classmates and teachers. PAX Stars are rewarded with a certificate and a special lunch with their family. 
Congratulations to the following students for being selected as the January 2024 PAX Leaders at Big Otter Elementary School:
Mr. Vaughan 5th Grade - Rachel Shamblin; Mrs. Burns – 4th Grade – Lyla Titus; Mrs. Pierson – 3rd Grade – Zoey Raynor; Mr. 
Vaughan - 3rd Grade - Harper Faulkner; Ms. Jarvis – 2nd Grade – Madeline Montville; Ms. Paxton – 2nd Grade – Clay Miller; Ms. 
Douglas – 1st Grade – Darryn Helmick (Not Pictured); Mrs. Collins – Kindergarten – Jaxon Jones; Mrs. Holcomb - Kindergarten -; 
Zoey Taylor-Berndt; Mrs. Marks - PreK - Stormie Fugate; Ms. Sears – PreK – Penelope Tanner

PAX Good Behavior Game students announced

Major Disaster Declaration granted 
by FEMA for Clay, Boone, Calhoun, 
Harrison and Kanawha counties

Attorney General Merrick B. 
Garland has announced the recip-
ients of the 70th and 71st Attor-
ney General’s Awards, honoring 
Justice Department employees 
and others for extraordinary con-
tributions to the enforcement of 
our nation’s laws. 

Recipients from both 2022 
and 2023 were selected from a 
group of more than 800 nomi-
nees.

“Each of today’s recipients 

has served with distinction, and 
in so doing, they have enabled 
the Justice Department to ad-
vance its work on behalf of the 
American people,” said Attorney 
General Garland. “Their excep-
tional leadership, heroism, and 
dedication have benefited peo-
ple and communities across the 
country. 

Jarod Douglas, a 2002 Clay 

Clay County native Jarod Douglas honored 
by U.S. Attorney General Merrick B. Garland

Jarod Douglas (fifth from right) is pictured on stage after the awards ceremony with U.S. Attorney General Merrick 
Garland (seated, center). 

Jarod Douglas, an Assistant United 
States Attorney, with wife Miriam, 
a West Liberty professor, holding 
the Attorney General’s Award for 
Distinguished Service for Outstand-
ing Work in Investigation Threats 
to Critical U.S. Navy Technology. 

This Week in the
Houe of Delegates
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Puzzle Answers

BRAXTON COUNTY

CLAY COUNTY

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

EQUIPMENT
GRAVELY TRACTORS New Zero Turn 
Mowers  Best prices, parts, and repairs.
Toll free price line 1-800-827-4551 
Richard’s Lawn & Garden,Spencer, WV 
Authorized Gravely Dealer

HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatchers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 

favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a $300 
gift card! Plus get the Multisport pack in-
cluded for a limited time!  Hurry, call for 
details: 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
En-joy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE 
networks, no contracts, easy installa-
tion, and da-ta plans up to 300 GB. Call 
844-230-3640

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Stand-ard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 

about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced de-bris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Pub-lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 
or visit dorrancein-fo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physi-cians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
war-ranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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nicholas County

The Elk Con-
servation District 
will be hosting an 
Educational Dinner 
Meeting on Thurs-
day, Feb. 15, with 
registration at 5:45 
p.m. and dinner at 
6 p.m. 

There will be 
presentations by the 
WVU Extension 

office, the WV Di-
vision of Forestry, 
FSA, NRCS, Base 
Camp Leasing, and 
the Elk Conserva-
tion District. Learn 
best management 
practices for en-
hancing your land 
and other programs 
to strengthen your 
operation! 

This event will 
be held at Nettles 
Equipment, 2644 
Servia Road, Duck, 
WV, 25063.

The Clay County 
Middle School af-
terschool program 
is still seeking do-
nated sewing ma-
chines. If you have 

a working portable 
sewing machine 
that you no longer 
need and would 
like to donate to a 
beginning sewist, 
please drop it off 
at the Clay County 
Library earmarked 
for the CCMS sew-
ing class. The man-
ual would be great 

to have with the 
machine. Please, 
include your con-
tact information. 
In the case that the 
class is too small 
for the number of 
machines that may 
be donated, leave 
a note saying what 
you want done with 
it. Thank you in ad-

vance for your sup-
port!

The Clay County 
WIC office located 
at 452 Main Street 
in Clay is open to 
serve the public 
every Monday and 
Wednesday from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Clay County Public Notices

Bradley Adam Bonner
Booked 2/1/24
Prohibited person with 
firearm, possession 
with intent

Ayla Jo Gibbs
Booked 1/31/24
Child neglect with risk 
of injury

Jeremy Allen Gibson
Booked 1/31/24
Child neglect with risk 
of injury

Rondell Lynn Losh Jr.
Booked 2/3/24
Domestic violence 
protective order

Isaiah Zaquawn 
Macklin
Booked 2/5/24
No insurance, speeding, 
fleeing in vehicle with 
reckless indifference to 
the safety of others

Paul Adam Sears
Booked 2/4/24
Capias

Dustin Richard 
Potter
Booked 2/5/24
Prohibited person with 
a firearm

Joshua Don 
Stutler
Booked 2/1/24
Family court Capias

Cayla Ashton Crisp
Booked 2/2/24
Probation violation

Henry Ford Hanshaw
Booked 1/27/24
Domestic battery, do-
mestic assault

Gary Leonard Travis
Booked 2/2/24
Obstructing an officer, 
battery
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The Baptist Classroom
Pastor Doug Newell, IV

By: Slim Randles

Home Country

By: Joseph J. Mazzella

Too Fast, Too Slow, 
And Just Right

Visit us online at
claycountyfreepress.com

I’m fighting a losing bat-
tle. A lost cause, you might 
say. “Begs the question” does 
not mean “raises the ques-
tion.” Almost always, when 
someone says, “That begs 
the question…” they mean,” 
That raises a question…” Yes, 
I know you can look it up in 
some dictionaries online, and 
the definition will be “to bring 
up another question,” but com-
mon usage doesn’t mean ev-
eryone is right. I won’t follow 
the multitude to commit gram-
matical evil.

The English phrase trans-
lates Aristotle’s Latin -- “peti-
tio principii,” the logical falla-
cy of petitioning the principle. 
Begging the question is when 
your premise assumes the 
truth of your conclusion. You 
believe something and then 
use that belief as proof. It’s 
also called circular reasoning. 
For example, “Pastor Ichabod 
Frederick Brisket is a Baptist 
and preaches the truth because 
Baptists preach truth.” That’s 
begging the question. Pastor 
Brisket may be accurate, but 
you didn’t prove it. You as-
sumed it and used that as your 
proof.

But not all circular reason-
ing is invalid. Philosophical 
arguments must come back to 
axioms and first causes. All 
explanations beg the question 
when we talk of the universe’s 
origins. “I think, therefore, I 
am” begs the question. “The 
universe can be explained sci-
entifically without God be-
cause the scientific principles 
don’t allow for God.” Saying 
that you believe in evolution 
because of logic and reason 
still puts your logic and reason 
as the proof of your thesis. And 
yes, “I believe God created the 
Heavens and the Earth because 
the Bible is God’s Word and 
said it” does the same thing.

When it comes to the first 
causes, the beginning of ev-
erything, you have to start 
with your premise. Since we 
can’t recreate the origins, we 
cannot arrive scientifically. 
The beginning is a historical 
event, and we can only get 
this information from a wit-
ness. The Scriptures are the 
Creator’s testimony to the uni-
verse’s origins, and the Bible 
is a trustworthy source and re-
liable witness.

I can believe the testimo-

ny of historians concerning 
the history of the Scriptures, 
which strengthens my faith. 
I can look to the unmatched 
beauty of the Scriptures or the 
evident truth of the doctrines 
contained. But ultimately, as 
the London Baptist Confession 
put it so well, “our full persua-
sion and assurance of the infal-
lible truth, and divine author-
ity thereof, is from the inward 
work of the Holy Spirit bear-
ing witness by and with the 
Word in our hearts.”

God exists. Logically, there 
has to be a first cause if there 
is an effect. Someone or some-
thing put everything here and 
in motion. I have the witness 
of the world we live in. I can’t 
look around at the beauty of 
creation, the human body’s 
complexity, and the universe’s 
wonder without seeing God’s 
work. It’s been the intui-
tive understanding of people 
throughout history that God 
exists. I also have the inward 
testimony of God Himself that 
assures me in the Scriptures. 
This is a satisfying answer to 
the question of how the uni-
verse began, but it also an-
swers the question why.

Making Decisions Is The Hardest Part Of My Life
By: Dr. James Snyder

If it were not for decisions, 
my life would be perfect. After 
all these years, I still wrestle with 
decision-making. I admit that I 
often don’t make good decision.

I’m not sure, so don’t repeat 
this, but I think The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage knows 
this and uses it to her advantage. 
How? I don’t know. She is the 
primary source behind my deci-
sion-making.

I hate choosing one thing 
over another when both things 
are good. That’s a bad part of life 
if you ask me. Why can’t every-
thing be easy?

Driving across town, I must 
decide whether to turn right or 
left. That’s not much of a deci-
sion-making process because I 
know where I’m going. If I make 
the right decisions while driving, 
I will get to where I need to be.

So, making decisions can be a 
real challenge for me.

For example, The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage in the 
morning will ask me what I want 
for supper. I have not even had 
lunch yet, and now I am backed 
into a corner and have to make a 
decision about supper.

Usually, I respond by say-
ing, “Whatever you would like 
to make for supper will be okay 
with me.” Then I smile because 
I don’t know what I am getting 
into. She has been making sup-
per for me for over 53 years, and 
I have no complaints as of today. 
Her decision about supper is al-
ways okay with me.

Of course, there are those 
times when she asks me that 
question, and sometimes I will 
respond by saying, “Anything 
but broccoli.”

I need to be careful in this area 
because she is a vegetable aficio-
nado in the strictest sense of the 
word. If it’s a vegetable, it’s on 
her menu, and it’s not even open 
for a decision.

I always wrestle with deci-
sions, and by now, I should have 
perfected my decision-making 

skills. Just when I think I have, 
some decision comes before me 
that I have difficulty dealing 
with.

The other day, for example, 
The Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage was baking pies for 
some family get-together. I could 
smell them all the way back to 
my office.

She came to my office, looked 
in, and asked, “Would you like a 
piece of pie?”

That’s not even in the deci-
sion category. So I answered, 
“Of course I do.”

“Okay,” she said, “which pie 
would you like? You can only 
have one piece.”

I asked her about the pies she 
was baking, and she said, “I have 
Apple pie, lemon meringue pie, 
peach pie, coconut cream pie, 
and chocolate pie. You can only 
have one piece, so which one?”

That is not a decision-making 
venue. There is no way I can de-
cide on one pie over five pieces 
of pie. No matter which pie I 
pick, I’m gonna love it, but I’m 
also going to wonder about the 
other pies that she has.

After all these years, I can’t 
deal with that kind of decision-
making process. Pondering on 
that decision-making process, 
I looked at her and said, “I’m 
not sure which one I want; what 
would you recommend?”

Looking at me with a sly 
little grin, she said, “I’m not 
sure which one I would pick. 
They’re all very delicious and so 
it doesn’t matter which one you 
pick.”

That’s the problem with mak-
ing a decision. When you make 
a decision, you eliminate ev-
erything else. If I decide on the 
pie that I’m going to eat at the 
time, it eliminates all the other 
pies that are on the table. How 
can anybody handle that kind of 
decision-making process?

As she was ready to leave my 
office, I stopped her and said, 
“I’ll take any pie you choose 

for me and bring it here.” Then 
I smiled.

I waited. And waited. And 
waited. She never came back 
with any pie for me. I had no idea 
what was wrong.

Finally, my nerves got the 
best of me, and I walked into the 
kitchen to find out what was hap-
pening.

There she was, sitting down at 
the table, eating a nice piece of 
pie. I looked at her. She looked 
back and smiled. Then I asked 
her, “So, where’s my pie?”

She looked at me, laughed, 
and said, “Since you could not 
make up your mind when I asked 
you, I just thought you didn’t 
want any pie.” Then she laughed 
some more.

I did not think that was fun-
ny, I walked over to the pies and 
carefully looked at them. Each 
one had its own aroma and I 
loved each one. Looking at them, 
I was trying to figure out which 
pie I would choose to eat.

Making decisions is very 
hard to do, at least for me espe-
cially when it comes to choosing 
my pie. No matter which pie I 
choose, I would love it, but then 
I would wonder about the pies I 
did not choose.

Life has its ups and downs.
When I have to make a de-

cision about anything, a Bible 
verse comes to mind.

Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the 
Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own under-
standing. In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he shall di-
rect thy paths.”

When I trust my understand-
ing, I always fail in some de-
gree. When I accept the fact that 
I don’t know everything, I then 
turn my trust to the Lord.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in 
Ocala, FL with the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. Tele-
phone 1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.com, 
website www.jamessnyderminis-
tries.com.

Answered questions

Bob and Carol 
Burchell pulled into 
their driveway during 
the snowstorm, and 
were surprised to see 
their daughter, Katie, 
along with her boy-
friend, Randy Jones, 
sitting on the porch 
swing, wrapped in a 
blanket. 

Both were shivering 
and smiling.

They followed her 
parents inside, and in 
minutes had some hot 
soup inside them. 

Randy and Katie 
watched a couple of 
television programs to-
gether, and then Randy 
said goodnight and 
walked home.

“Randy seems to be 
a really nice boy, Hon-
ey,” Carol said. 

“Thanks, Mom. I like 
him a lot.”

Bob sat quietly, suck-
ing on a cup of evening 
coffee as though it 
were dessert. He had 
a puzzled look on his 
face.

“Everything OK, 
Dad?” Katie said.

“Oh … sure.” He 
took another sip. “It’s 
just … well, I think 
maybe one of you 
doesn’t show a lot of 
good sense.”

Katie looked sur-
prised.

 Bob explained. “You 
see, it’s one of those 
what’s-wrong-with-
this-picture things. 
Here you have a per-
fectly warm house, 
you have a key to the 
house, and here are two 
seemingly intelligent 
young people wrapped 
in a blanket to keep 
from freezing to death, 
sitting out on a frozen 
steel porch swing. Is 
that a smart thing to 
do?”

“No it isn’t,” Ka-
tie said. “That’s what 
I told him. I said we 
could go in and get 
something to eat where 
we’d be comfortable. 
All he’d let me do is 
get that blanket.”

“That was his idea, 
freezing on the porch?”

“Yes,” Katie said, 
smiling. “Randy said 
if we went in the house 
before you two got 
home, it might hurt 
my reputation, and he 
wasn’t willing to risk 
that.”

Katie went into the 
other room. Bob looked 
at Carol and smiled.

 “You know,” he said. 
“I think I kinda like 
that boy.”

One summer day 
when I was a little boy 
my Mom, Dad and 
brothers were away 
and my Nana was busy 
watering her flowers 
around our house. That 
left me alone inside 
with my Mom’s old re-
cord player. It had three 
speeds on it 33 1/3, 45, 
and 78 revolutions per 
minute. Each one was 
designed to play a differ-
ent type of record. But 
my childhood curiosity 
was making me want to 
see what would happen 
if I played some records 
on the wrong speed.

My Mom didn’t have 
any 78s, so I took a 33 
record out and set the 
switch on the side to 45. 
What came out was hi-
larious. The music was 
going super fast and the 
singing sounded like Al-
vin and the chipmunks 
on amphetamines. After 
a minute, though, it lost 
its charm so I took out 
one of Mom’s 45s and 
set the switch back to 
33. 

What came out was 
painful to listen to. The 
music sounded like 
it was being dragged 
through the mud and 
the singing sounded 
like miserable moaning. 

I quickly switched the 
speed back to where it 
was supposed to be and 
listened with a smile 
as the beautiful music 
came out just right.

Sometimes my 
prayers remind me of 
that incident with the 
old record player. Some-
times I will rush through 
my prayers as I rush 
through my day hoping 
that God will hear them 
as I hurry along. But in 
moments of great pain 
and suffering, I will pull 
the prayers out of myself 
slowly and miserably, 
hoping that God will 
heal my soul. 

My prayers are the 
most beautiful and ef-
fective, however, when I 
take the time to say them 
peacefully and happily. 
They bring me closer 
to God, warm my heart, 
and fill my life with 
thankfulness, love and 
joy. They are like having 
a talk with a dear friend 
who loves me. And they 
help me to sing my own 
life’s song.

May all your prayers 
be just right. May they 
help your heart to sing. 
May they fill your soul 
with thankfulness and 
joy. And may they al-
ways help you to Love.
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Puzzle Answers Page 2

The following 
events happened on 
these dates in West Vir-
ginia history. To read 
more, go toe-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclo-
pedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Feb. 7, 1867: West 
Virginia University 
was established by an 
act of the West Virginia 
legislature. The col-
lege, originally called 
the Agricultural Col-
lege of West Virginia, 
opened its doors in 
September 1867. 

Feb. 7, 1889: Nell 
Elizabeth “Pistol Nell” 
Walker was born at 
Sewell Mountain. 
Known as the “First 
Lady” of Fayette 
County, she served 12 
terms as a member of 
the House of Del-
egates.

Feb. 8, 1892: Car-
toonist Irvin Dugan 
was born in Hunting-
ton. For many years, 
his “Adam” cartoon 
character was a fea-
ture on the editorial 
pages of the Herald-
Dispatch.

Feb. 8, 1915: 
Photographer Volkmar 
Kurt Wentzel was born 
in Dresden, Germany. 
He emigrated with his 
family to the United 
States at age 11. As a 
teenager in West Vir-
ginia, Wentzel took up 
with an eclectic group 
of people who had re-
treated to Youghiogh-
eny Forest, a Preston 
County artists colony. 

Feb. 8, 1918: 
Medal of Honor 
recipient Herbert 
Joseph Thomas Jr. 
was born. He excelled 
as a football halfback 
at South Charleston 
High School. Herbert 
J. Thomas Memo-
rial Hospital in South 
Charleston is named 
for him.

Feb. 9, 1843: 
Republican leader 
Nathan Goff Jr. was 

born in Clarksburg. In 
1888, Goff lost West 
Virginia’s most con-
troversial gubernato-
rial election to A. B. 
Fleming. Goff ’s initial 
106-vote majority was 
challenged, and both 
men were sworn in on 
inauguration day. The 
case dragged on until 
1890, when Fleming 
was determined to be 
the rightful winner.

Feb. 9, 1900: “Aunt 
Jennie” Wilson was 
born near Henlawson. 
Wilson was a Logan 
County traditional 
musician, considered 
a master of clawham-
mer-style banjo play-
ing. 

Feb. 9, 1950: U.S. 
Sen. Joseph R. Mc-
Carthy’s speech to a 
group of Wheeling 
Republicans launched 
the 1950s red scare. 
McCarthy, a Wisconsin 
Republican, claimed 
in his speech to have a 
list of 205 communists 
who worked in the 
U.S. State Department.

Feb. 10, 1904: Jay 
Legg was shot and 
killed by his wife, 
Sarah Ann, in their 
home in Clay County. 
The trial, conviction, 
appeal and acquittal 
of Sarah Ann led to a 
popular West Virginia 
folk ballad, “The Mur-
der of Jay Legg.”

Feb. 10, 2010: 
Frederick Appleton 
“Fred” Schaus, West 
Virginia University 
basketball All-Ameri-
can, coach, and athletic 

director, died at age 
84 in Morgantown. 
Schaus coached WVU, 
1954-1960, to a 146-
37 record, and lost by 
one point in the 1959 
national championship 
game.

Feb. 11, 1903: Art-
ist Grace Martin Taylor 
was born in Morgan-
town. She produced an 
immense body of work 
in various styles and 
enjoyed a lengthy ca-
reer at the Mason Col-
lege of Music and Fine 
Arts in Charleston.

Feb. 11, 1904: Clar-
ence Watson Meadows 
was born in Beckley. 
His mother hoped he 

would 
become 
a Baptist 
minister, 
but he ulti-
mately en-
tered politics, becom-
ing the 22nd governor 
of West Virginia. 

Feb. 11, 1911: 
The Charles Town 
Opera House opened. 
The 500-seat theater 
ushered in an era of en-
tertainment and service 
lasting more than 30 
years.

Feb. 11, 1923: Eight 
members of the Black 
Hand were arrested in 
Harrison County. The 
Black Hand was the 
name and symbol of an 
underworld society of 
Italian immigrants that 
extorted money from 
other Italian immi-
grants. 

Feb. 11, 1935: 
The first houses in the 
Tygart Valley Home-
steads were ready for 
occupancy. One of 
three resettlement proj-
ects in West Virginia, 
the homesteads were 

intended to provide a 
new start for unem-
ployed farmers, miners 
and timber workers.

Feb. 11, 1949: 
Singer and pianist 
Ethel Caf-
fie-Austin 
was born in 
Bluefield, 
and raised 
in Mount 
Hope. As 
“West Virginia’s First 
Lady of Gospel,” she 
has performed around 
the world, taught 
countless students, 
earned the Vandalia 
Award and founded the 
Black Sacred Music 
Festival. She was 
inducted into the West 
Virginia Music Hall of 
Fame in 2020.

Feb. 12, 1867: 
Barboursville was 
incorporated by an act 
of the state legislature. 
Originally the county 
seat of Cabell County, 
it lost that honor after 
the C&O Railway was 
completed to Hunting-
ton.

Feb. 12, 1899: Karl 

Dewey Myers was 
born in Tucker County 
with severe disabili-
ties. He never attended 
school but educated 
himself through persis-
tent self-study. He was 
named the state’s first 
poet laureate in 1927.

Feb. 13, 1800: Gen. 
John Jay Jackson was 
born near Parkersburg. 
He served in the Semi-
nole Wars as a member 
of Gen. Andrew Jack-
son’s staff.

Feb. 
13, 1913. 
Mother 
Jones was 
arrested in 
Charleston 
after sup-
porting union miners 
on Paint Creek and 
Cabin Creek.  

Feb. 13, 1923: 
Chuck Yeager was 
born at Myra, about 
seven miles from Ham-
lin. In 1947, in a Bell 
X-1 rocket airplane, 
Yeager became the first 
person to break the 
sound barrier by flying 
700 miles per hour. 
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November 1957

F O U N D A T I O N

Interested in being a journalist or 
working in the media industry?

The West Virginia Press Association Foundation  
is accepting student applications for  

2024 Summer Internships and 2024 Scholarships
If awarded, the WVPAF provides paid and unpaid 
internships at West Virginia newspapers and college 
scholarships up to $4,000.
Programs are open to journalism majors and students 
in related fields such as business management, human 
resources, advertising, social media and marketing, 
with preference given to students in at least their 
sophomore year of college. 

Application deadline is Feb. 16, 2024.  
Applications available on wvpress.org

 For information or to have the applications mailed, 
contact Executive Director Betsy Miles at bmiles@
wvpress.org, at 304-342-1011 or write to: WV Press 
Association Foundation, 3422 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Charleston, WV, 25302. 
Newspapers with a candidate for an internship or 
interested in having an intern should contact Betsy Miles.

Paid internships and  
college scholarships of up to 

$4,000 available for 2024

� Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

� Free Pickup & Towing.

� Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 964-4167 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 964-4167

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, February 1, 2024
Claim Deadline: Monday, April 1, 2024
 APPOINTMENT DATE  1/23/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  JERREL W ELLIOTT
 EXECUTRIX  ENITH G ELLIOTT
  PO BOX 191
  LIZEMORES WV 25125-0191
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/28/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  DALE H GREEN
 EXECUTOR  RICK CONRAD
  1237 O’BRION RD 
  DUCK WV 25063-8455 
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/19/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  DEANNA LYNN HALL
 ADMINISTRATRIX  FELICHEA SMITH
    29 BASS DR
  IVYDALE WV 25113-8253
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/27/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  NAOMI J HOLCOMB
 EXECUTRIX  NANCY THOMAS
  PO BOX 92
  DIXIE WV 25059-0092
 APPOINTMENT DATE  12/15/2023
 ESTATE NAME:  DAVID HAROLD MORTON
 ADMINISTRATOR  LUCAS SAMUEL MORTON
  405 E 9TH ST
  BELLE WV 25015-1710
 APPOINTMENT DATE  01/23/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  DOUGLAS FERRELL STARCHER
 ADMINISTRATRIX  COURTNEY DAWN PROCTOR 
  4561 OVAPA RD
  PROCIOUS WV 25164-7036
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 1/25/2024
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190
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ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that SCREAMING EAGLE COAL, LLC, 1245 22 MINE ROAD, HOLDEN, 

WV 25625, has a permit on file with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for the surface 
mining of approximately 330.3 acres and has submitted an application to the DEP, 47 School Street, Suite 
301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600, for renewal of Article 3 Permit Number O201193 to operate coal prepara-
tion plants and a refuse disposal area in the N/A seam of coal.

The operation is discharging into Peachorchard Branch and Boardtree Branch of Twentymile Creek of 
Gauley River of Kanawha River and is located 4.5 miles, northwest of Drennen, in Jefferson District of 
Nicholas County, Longitude 81° 3’ 9” and Latitude 38° 20’ 13” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic 
Map).

Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by:
 NAME  ADDRESS
Appleatcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave., Ste. 400, Orange Village, OH 44122 
*and the mineral associated herewith is owned by:
 NAME ADDRESS
Appleatcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave., Ste. 400, Orange Village, OH 441222
*and the mineral within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
 NAME ADDRESS
Appleatcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave., Ste. 400, Orange Village, OH 44122
Surface of the area within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
 NAME ADDRESS
Appleatcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave., Ste. 400, Orange Village, OH 44122
Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall 

identify the applicant and application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP 
address above until March 23, 2024, or thirty (30) days from the date of final publication. A copy of the 
application will be available for review until March 23, 2024, or thirty (30) days from the date of final 
publication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at:

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries.

DEP Telephone Number: 304-457-3219
Permit Number:  O201193
*These items are to be completed only for operations involving mineral removal.
Include location map in accordance with 38-2-3.2(b)(2)
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE
The undersigned Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the authority vested in it by that certain Deed of Trust 

dated September 21, 2007, and duly recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay 
County, West Virginia, in Deed of Trust Book 117, at Page 997, Thomas G. Miller and Felicia M. Miller did 
convey unto Joe C. Hereford, Trustee, certain real property described in said Deed of Trust; and the benefi-
ciary has elected to appoint Pill & Pill, PLLC as Substitute Trustee by a Substitution of Trustee recorded 
in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office; and default having been made under the aforementioned Deed of Trust, and 
the undersigned Substitute Trustee having been instructed by the secured party to foreclose thereunder, will 
offer for sale at public auction at the front door of the Clay County Courthouse, in Clay, West Virginia, on

February 29, 2024, at 4:00 PM
The following described real estate, with its improvements, easements and appurtenances thereunto be-

longing, situate in the Pleasant District, Clay County, West Virginia, and more particularly described as 
follows:

Only of that certain tract or parcel of real estate situate, lying and being on the waters of Adonijah Fork 
of Big Sycamore Creek, in Pleasant District, Clay County, West Virginia, more particularly bounded and 
described as follows:
BEGINNING at a #5 rebar and cap set marking the southeast Corner of the herein described parcel, said 
rebar and cap bears N. 49-12-56 W., 343.32 feet from an 18” Hickory marking a corner to Jason D. 
Moore and Amy L. Moore (D.B. 162-PG. 545), thence S. 64-10-56 W., 203.60 feet to a 3/4” iron pipe 
set, N. 46-22-33 W., 266.26 feet to a #5 rebar and cap in the Southerly line of a 15 foot wide right of way, 
thence with said right the following courses and distances: N. 51-22-47 E., 15.90’ to a point, N. 40-12-07 
E., 24.00 to a point, N. 29-42-12 E., 35.37’ to a point, N. 28-12-52 E., 31.91’ to a point, N. 42-26-23 E., 
19.26’ to a point, N. 53-34-21 E., 20.70’ to a point, N. 50-31-58 E., 59.04’ to a point, N. 59-03-58 E., 
30.82’ to a point, N. 6833-21 E. 37.53’ to a point, N. 77-04-36 E., 100.28’ to a point, S. 88-12-38 E., 
31.04’ to a point, S. 76-20-02 E., 36.40’ to a point, S. 75-24-27 E. , 49.83’ to a #5 rebar and cap set, thence 
leaving said right of way, S. 06-54-00 W., passing through a 12’ Hemlock at 128.25 feet, in all 278.25 
feet to the point of beginning, containing 2.40 acres, more or less, as surveyed by Garcelon Surveying, 
LLC, I.A.N. Garcelon, P.L.S. #861, on or about the 13th day of April, 2007.
TOGETHER with a 2006 Clayton Manufactured Home; Model 25CMB286031H06, 
VIN: CLR023696TNAB
Being the same real estate conveyed unto Thomas Miller and Felicia Miller, his wife by Lisa Brown and 
Bradford Brown, by deed dated April 18, 2007, and recorded in the office of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Clay County, West Virginia in Deed Book 155, at Page 66.
And for the consideration aforesaid the Grantors further grant and convey unto the said Grantee, as 
trustee that certain right of way through over and cross the parent tract from which the above tract was 
conveyed, where the road now exists for the purpose of ingress and egress to and from the above 
described property and the public road, as conveyed to the said grantors by the above referenced deed.
This deed of trust is further made subject to the same exceptions, reservations, conditions, restrictions 
and easements contained in prior deeds of conveyance of record for the above described real estate, 
insofar as same are presently applicable and have not been released, abandoned or discharged by law or 
otherwise.
At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have a mailing address of 
361 Bird Hollow Road, Lizemores, WV 25125.
AND BEING the same real estate which was conveyed to Thomas G. Miller and Felicia M. Miller, by 

Deed dated April 18, 2007, from Lisa Brown and Bradford Brown, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 200, at Page 331.

The above-described property will be sold subject to any covenants, restrictions, easements, leases and 
conditions of record, and subject to any unpaid real estate taxes.

The subject property will be sold in “AS IS” condition. The Substitute Trustee shall be under no duty to 
cause any existing tenant or person occupying the subject property to vacate said property.

TERMS: Ten percent (10%) of the purchase price as a deposit with the balance due and payable within 
30 days of the day of sale.  Pill & Pill, PLLC, Substitute Trustee

 
   Richard A. Pill, Member

P. O. Box 440, 85 Aikens Center, Martinsburg, WV 25404
Phone (304) 263-4971, Fax (304) 267-5840, e-mail: foreclosures@pillwvlaw.com

Visit us online at
claycountyfreepress.com
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Invitation to Bid
The Clay County Commission will be accepting bids to refresh the 

Zetron Max Dispatch system at the 911 center. The refresh will consist 
of the following items:
2  Max Centrals with dual rackmount option
3  Zetron workstations, Windows 10 PC’s with dual network cards,  
 updated drivers/software
3  media dock kits with TRHI interface
3  desk microphones
2  network switches (rackmount)
Update to current version on Max Dispatch (5.11 , currently on 4.2)
Product protection plan, covers 5 years of hardware protection and 
software updates

Configuration and installation of system components must be done 
by a certified Zetron dealer that is certified in the maintenance of Max 
Dispatch. Bids will be received until February 23, 2024. The commis-
sion reserves the right to accept or reject any and or all bids.
   

LEGAL
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Notice is hereby given that WV Reclaim Co, LLC 2122 Leatherwood Road, Bickmore, WV 25019 has 
submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 School Street, Suite 
301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600 for a Phase 1, 2 and 3 Release on non-started Permit No. S201012 for the 
following increments:

 Increment No. 1 2.00 acres
 Increment No. 2 54.20 acres
 Increment No. 3 50.00 acres
 Increment No. 4 50.00 acres
 Increment No. 5 50.80 acres
The permit is located in Henry District of Clay County, 4.8 miles northeast of Bickmore on Franks 

Branch of Lilly Fork of Buffalo Creek of Elk River of Kanawha River.
WV Reclaim Co, LLC is requesting release of 100 percent of the reclamation performance bond cur-

rently in the amount of $10,000.00
Written comments will be received at the DEP address above until April 1, 2024 or thirty (30) days from 

the date of final publication.

LEGAL
gust, to rebuild, repair, 
and remain success-
ful,”  said Congress-
woman Miller.  “This 
funding is critical 
for  our communities 
and will provide the 
necessary support to 
my constituents as they 
get back on their feet. I 
will continue working 
with the federal gov-
ernment to make sure 
West Virginians have 
all the resources they 
need in the midst of 
natural disasters.”

This federal decla-
ration provides fund-
ing under the Indi-
vidual Assistance (IA) 
program, which allows 
individuals impacted 
by the disaster to seek 
reimbursement for 
necessary expenses 
and serious needs that 
cannot be met through 
insurance or other 
forms of assistance. 

Eligible expenses 
include rental assis-
tance, home repair, 
home replacement, 
and lodging, among 
other expenses.

This action will re-
lease federal funding 
to support individu-
als affected in Boone, 
Calhoun, Clay, Har-
rison, and Kanawha 
Counties. Constituents 
in these counties can 
apply with FEMA the 
following ways:

-Apply online 
at http://www.disaster-
assistance.gov/

-Call the FEMA 
Helpline at 1-800-621-
3362 (TTY: 800-462-
7585).

Grant
Continued From Page 1
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Obituary

Tell your senator and 
delegates to vote NO 
on Senate Bill 264.
It’s not just bad for the 
future of newspapers... 
It’s another step in 
Government infringing 
on a free press —  
which is essential to our 
Democracy. 

Find your 
legislator at 
wvlegislature.gov

STOP
SB 264 

County High School 
graduate and an Assis-
tant United States At-
torney for the Northern 
District of West Vir-
ginia, received the At-
torney General’s Award 
for Distinguished Ser-
vice for Outstanding 
Work in Investigation 
Threats to Critical U.S. 
Navy Technology for 
his exemplary work in 
U.S. v. Toebbe et al.  
Jonathan Toebbe and 
his wife, Diana Toebbe, 

of Annapolis, Mary-
land, were sentenced 
last year after pleading 
guilty to conspiracy to 
communicate restricted 
data related to the de-
sign of nuclear-pow-
ered warships. 

This is Mr. Doug-
las’s second Distin-
guished Service Award.

Mr. Douglas is a 
2002 Clay County 
High School graduate 

Along with Mr. 
Douglas, the Distin-

guished Award was 
presented to:Trial At-
torneys Matthew J. 
McKenzie and S. Derek 
Shugert of the National 
Security Division; As-
sistant U.S. Attorney 
Jessica Leiber Smolar 
for the Western Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania; 
FBI Special Agents Ja-
son Serone, Justin Van 
Tromp and Peter Olin-
its; FBI Supervisory 
Special Agent Andrew 
Bass Gray; FBI Unit 

Chief Andrew Thom-
as Mitchell; Special 
Agent John C. Nocella 
of the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service; 
FBI Intelligence Ana-
lyst Brent Cronce; FBI 
Staff Operations Spe-
cialist Vicky Mineard; 
FBI Supervisory Spe-
cial Agent David Bras-
sini; FBI Supervisory 
Investigative Specialist 
Keith Smith; and FBI 
Intelligence Analyst 
Sean Cottington.

bers the opportunity 
was too substantial to 
wait.

“I cannot think of a 
better way to spend this 
$2 million and spend it 
now, as opposed to put-
ting it somewhere else, 
as opposed to doing it in 
our budget process; we 
need to do it,” he said. 
“We need to do it now, 
and that’s the reason 
I’ve left that podium to 
talk about this today.

“We have an oppor-
tunity to continue lead-
ing the world — not 
leading the nation, not 
leading the state, lead-
ing the world — in 
delivering a ground-
breaking treatment, a 
groundbreaking thera-
peutic technology that 
was published two 
weeks ago in the New 
England Journal of 
Medicine, the world’s 
foremost journal for 
academic medicine, and 
deliver that technology 
to West Virginians who 
suffer from conditions 
that deserve our atten-
tion.”

House Bill 5014, 
which goes now to the 
Senate for consider-
ation, would devote $2 
million in surplus funds 
that had not yet been al-
located from the 2024 
budget.

Delegate John Wil-
liams, D-Monongalia, 
represents the district 
where the WVU Health 
Sciences Center is lo-
cated, and is a co-spon-

sor of the bill. He asked 
members to be mindful 
of the decisions that 
made their vote pos-
sible.

“I’m thinking of, in 
the 1950s, when Gov. 
Okey Patteson decided 
that we ought to have 
a medical school in 
West Virginia and it 
ought to be in located in 
Morgantown,” he said. 
“And that initial invest-
ment that is continued 
to West Virginia Uni-
versity’s medical school 
throughout the years 
has made this possible. 
It helped Dr. (Ali) Rezai 
come to Morgantown, 
and it helped us have 
the Rockefeller Neuro-
science Institute, and so 
I would say that when 
we look at those past 
investments, I would 
just ask my friends to 
keep that in mind when 
we have future financial 
questions before us re-
lating to West Virginia 
University.

“In the budget hear-
ing this week, we 
learned that for every 
$1 that this Legislature 
gives to WVU, it cre-
ates about $20 more in 
our local economy. And 
when you consider that 
this $2 million is going 
to help go to an FDA 
trial that is going to po-
tentially cure PTSD and 
cure eating disorders, 
it’s no doubt why that 
dollar stretches so far at 
a rate of one to 20.”

The new House 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Looking for someone to plow snow from the 

 lot and shovel snow from the sidewalk for the 
Clay County Department of Health and 

Human Resources office in Clay, WV.

If interested, please contact 
Patty Martin at 304-872-0810

Douglas Continued From Page 1

Vernon Edsel Mor-
ris walked through 
Heavens gates on Jan-
uary 18, 2024.

Vernon was born 
August 11, 1957, at 
Gauley Clinic, Gauley 
Bridge, WV to the late 
Donald Lee and Betty 
Lee Jarrett Morris. He 
was also preceded in 
death by his brothers 
James William (Wil-
lie) Morris and Don-
ald Lee Morris.

Surviving family 
members are Beatrice 
Gail Boggs and Wil-
liam Showe of Canton, 
OH; George Allen and 
Becky Morris of Gus-
ton, KY; William Jo-
seph (Joe) and Regina 
Morris of Kimberly, 
WV and Aaron Doug-
las Morris of Charles-
ton, WV; along with 
several nieces, neph-
ews, aunts, uncles and 
cousins.

Vernon was a 
current resident of 
Charleston, WV. He 
served in the United 
States Army for two 
years. 

He previously re-
sided in San Antonio, 
TX where he was a 
taxicab driver for over 
25 years before re-
turning to Adonijah 
and Cannelton Hol-

low, WV. Vernon also 
worked numerous dif-
ferent jobs, includ-
ing taxicab driver in 
Charleston, WV and 
most recently at Wal-
Mart of Nitro, WV.

A memorial service 
will be held Saturday, 
March 9 at 1:00 p.m. 
at the Laurel Fork 
Missionary Baptist 
Church, Adonijah, 
WV. Services will be 
officiated by Rev. Ja-
son Moore. O’Dell 
Funeral Home, Mont-
gomery is in charge of 
arrangements. Expres-
sions of sympathy can 
be sent at www.odell-
funeralhome.com.

In lieu of flowers 
the family kindly re-
quests donations be 
sent to Joe Morris c/o 
Montgomery Police 
Department, ATTN: 
Police Clerk Heather 
Dempsey-Authur, 321 
4th Avenue, Mont-
gomery, WV 25136.

Vernon Edsel Morris

Committee on Artificial 
Intelligence advanced 
its first bill this week. 
House Bill 5161 would 
create a “digital wallet” 
through an addition to 
the West Virginia Secre-
tary of State’s one-stop 
business portal website 
where certifications 
and licensures could be 
stored.

Artificial Intel-
ligence Committee 
Chairman Jarred Can-
non, R-Putnam, said the 
measure, whose lead 
sponsor is Jimmy Wil-
lis, R-Brooke, would 
put West Virginia ahead 
of other states in digital 
initiatives.

“From software en-
gineers to welders and 
beauticians, keeping 
track of your educa-
tional certificates and 
work licensures can be 
a big inconvenience,” 

Cannon said. “With 
this legislation, West 
Virginians will have an 
innovative and easy-to-
use portal that will al-
low for the upload and 
online storage of those 
documents, accessible 
from any electronic de-
vice at any time, should 
they choose to do so.”

The House also re-
turned to 100 members 
to start the week as 
Delegate David Green, 
R-McDowell, took the 
oath of office Monday 
to represent District 36.

A total of 1,423 bills 
have been introduced 
in the House, and 50 of 
those have passed the 
full House. The dead-
line for House bills to 
be introduced is Feb. 
13. The session ends 
at midnight Saturday, 
March 9

The House of Delegates on Feb. 2, 2024. WV Legislative Photography, Photo by Perry Bennett.

House Continued From Page 1
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A 
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD 
Sunday Night Services 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Everyone is welcome! 
Pastor: Paul E. Young 

B 
BELL CREEK 
COMMUNITY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
NO Scheduled Services 
At This Time 

BELL CREEK 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Dixie 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
with Services After 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Lee Holiday 
(304) 632-1135 

BETHEL BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah. 
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 

BETHEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH, Porter Creek 
Road, Bomont, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Thursday Night Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Junior Davis 

 
BICKMORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH located at Bick- 
more on Fola Road 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening services 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane 

BIG OTTER BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF IVYDALE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday prayer service 
and Bible Study 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Danny Richardson 

 
BIG UNION BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:15 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 1st, 
3rd and 4th 
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
2nd Sunday Communion 
Service 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Pete Shaffer 

BLUE KNOB CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 
BUFFALO VALLEY 
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday 
School 10:00 AM Worship 
Service 11:00 AM Sunday 
Evening Service 
6:00 PM 
Radio Broadcast, Sunday 
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV 
Summersville 
Everyone Welcome Pastor: 
John Pruitt 

BURKE MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH in 
Procious. Across Camp Creek 
Bridge on the left. Preaching 
Every Sunday 
9:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study every Wednesday 
7:00 PM Pastor: Jerry 
Chandler 

C 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
LIZEMORE 
Prayer Service and Bible 
Study, Tuesday 7:00 PM 
Regular Service Sunday 
Nights at 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore 

CHURCH OF GOD 
BENTREE 
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Come and worship the Lord 
with us. 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr. 
CLAY COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 

 
CLAY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship 11:00 AM. 
Everyone is Welcome! 
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins 

CLENDENIN UNITED 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
10:00 AM – Sunday School 
11:00 AM – Preaching 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:30 PM 
Pastor: Fred Walker 

CLIO COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Worship 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: George Stickland 

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall- 
ing Rock, Clay County 
Sunday Morning Worship 
10:00 AM 
Sunday School 11:30 AM 
Sunday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM 
Teachings from the King 
James Bible 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Darris Barker 

CORNERSTONE 
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST 
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service/ 
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Roy Huffman 

E 
ELK RIVER BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Saturday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Brace Cook 

 
 

F 
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST 
TEMPLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Bret Wiley 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans 
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy 
Anderson 

FAITH MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bomont, WV 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
and 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Nick Bird 
Phone 304-548-6665 

FLAT FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Wednesday Prayer & Bible 
Study 6:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM 
Pastor: Chris Johnson 

FOLA MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Adults Bible Study 
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Daniel Tanner 

G 
GAULEY BRIDGE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 
11:00 AM 
Junior BYF/Senior BYF 
6:00 PM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/ 
Youth 7:00 PM 
GOSPEL LIGHT 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Located on Rt. 119 at the 
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday 
night services begin at 7:00 
PM. Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. David Smith 
GROVES CREEK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday Service 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Friday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Dean Rogers 

H 
HALLBURG BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00 
PM 
Pastor: Michael Jackson 

HARTLAND COMMUNITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb 

HORNERS FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening Youth 
7:00 PM 
Pastor: Joe Dawson 

HOUSE OF PRAYER 
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel, 
WV (off Rt. 36) 
Pentecostal/Full Gospel 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM 
Pastor: (304) 587-2996 
(home), (304) 587-2703 
(church) 
Pastor: James R. Paxton 

 
I 
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH 
Bentree 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM. 
All ages welcome. Also 
have crafts, etc., all children 
welcome. 
Pastor: Larry Skaggs 

INDORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30 
Preaching Lunch 
12:30-1:30 PM 
Wednesday Service 
6:30-7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Stepp 

IVYDALE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 
Everyone Welcome! 
304-395-9990 
Pastor: Freddie Elliott 

 
 
J 
JODIE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Come Worship with Us! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Evening Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JOHNSON CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Vineyard Ridge 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN 
CHURCH 
103 Main Street, Clay 
Sunday 11:00 AM & 6 PM 
Tuesday 7:00 PM 
For more info call 304-632- 
1378 
Pastor: Ann Huddleston 

 
 
L 
LAUREL FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Adonijah 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM 

 
LEATHERWOOD 
FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM 

LIBERTY ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Night: Bible 
Study/Prayer Meeting and 
Youth Group 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Barnhouse 

 
LICKFORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 every 
Sunday Morning 
Sunday Night Services 
7:00 PM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Come worship with us! 
Pastor: Herb Vance 

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Mark Dudley 
Phone 304-286-5909 

LITTLE LAUREL 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: David McLaughlin 

LIVING GOD WORSHIP 
CENTER 
We invite you to come and 
worship with us. 
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Pastor: Cecil Lee 

LIZEMORE CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM 
Church Service 11-12 Noon 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM 
Pastor: Robert Thomas 

M 
MAYSEL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Monday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 

MAYSEL MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship Service 11:00 AM 
Everyone Welcome 
Pastor: Jim Hamrick 

 
MIDDLE CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Pastor: John Osborne 

MT. OLIVE 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 

Everyone welcome! 

MUD FORK CHURCH 
Sunday & Jr. Worship 
Service 10:00 AM Sunday 
School 11:00 AM Sunday 
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday 
Night & Jr. 

 
Church Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Christopher Stout 

N 
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday 
Morning at 10:00 AM 

Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Preaching, Prayer Meeting 
Wednesday at 7:30 PM 

NEW ANTIOCH 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Please join us in Praise! 
Pastor: Gary Walker 

NEWTON UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs 

NEWTON BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM 
Sunday School 9:45 AM 
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet- 

 
ing & Bible Study 7:00PM 
Pastor: Darius Walker 
Pastor Emeritus: Ron 
Fisher 

NOAH’S ARK FULL 
GOSPEL CHURCH 
Thursday 7:00 PM 
Sunday 7:00 PM 
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr. 

O 
O’BRION ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching after Sunday 
School. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting 7:00 PM 
Pastor: James L. Balser 

OVAPA METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching every Sunday at 
9:45 PM 
Sunday School 10:30 AM 
Sunday School on the 2nd 
Sunday is at 10:00 AM 
Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Phone 304-587-2955 
Pastors: Cindy & Roger 
Dunlap 

OTTERLICK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Bible Study Thursday 
6:00 PM 
Pastor: Gene Copen 

OTTERVALE ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching every Sunday, 
except 5th, 11:00 AM 
Prayer Meeting Tuesday 
Evening 
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams 

P 
PEOPLES COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Sunday Night Service 7:00 
PM 
Take time out for Jesus, he 
took time our for you. 
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft 

PISGAH FREEWILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Evening Bible Study 
& preaching 6:00 PM 
Pastor: Dennis Vance 

PLEASANT DALE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM 
Wednesday night Bible Study 
7:00 PM 
Saturday Night Preaching 
Pastor: Wayne Litton 

PLEASANT HILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Wayne Smith 

PROCIOUS 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Welcomes You! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:15 AM 
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: David Walker 

Q 
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C. 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Thursday Night 7:00 PM 
Everyone Welcome! 
Pastor: Scott Means 

R 
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC 
CHURCH at Maysel 
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol- 
lowed by Religious Education 
9:30 AM 
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro 
SVD 
Pastoral Associates: Father 
Dominijus Boak SVD 

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Saturday Prayer Meeting 
7:00 PM 
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Delbert McKenzie 

RUSH FORK 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday 
11:00 AM 
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
Singing or Preaching 
11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service & 
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Come see us in church. 
Pastor: Harry Dobbins 

S 
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Thursday Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Jason Belt 

T 
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST 
Saturday Services 7:00 PM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 

Pastor: Hiram Lewis 

TRINITY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM. 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Clifford Samples 

U 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 
PM Everyone welcome 
Pastor: Don Dobbins 

UNITY GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Geoff Hamrick 

V 
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM 
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend. 

W 
WALLBACK 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun- 
days 9:45 AM 
Bible Study Wednesday Eve- 
ning 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome. 
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell 

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Pastor: (304) 332-5503 
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins 

WALNUT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 AM 
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Lester Tanner 

WHITE PILGRIM 
METHODIST CHURCH 
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Paul Coon 

WHITESTAR 
TABERNACLE CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM 
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall 

WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM 
Everyone welcome! 
Pastor: Randy Tinney 

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE 
APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH 
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Come worship the Lord with 
us! 
Phone: (304) 587-7410 
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw 
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Lawmakers 
are putting 

your 
right to know 

in danger.
A bill going through the Legislature could 
spell the end of your community newspaper 
— and your access to public notices.
Call your legislator and tell them to vote 
against Senate Bill 264.Tell them you want to 
keep your community newspaper healthy.

Find your legislator  
at wvlegislature.gov

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

By Allen Hamrick
It was smack down 

time at CCMS as the 
Mustangs and Cal-
houn Red Devils 
went head to head.  
From the beginning, 
it looked as though 
the Red Devils would 
run the courts and 
walk off winners.  
The Mustangs, how-
ever, had their own 
plans.  The Mustangs 
came out not firing 
on all cylinders but 
quickly got back in 
the game with some 
great defense on the 
perimeter and in the 
paint.  They also had 
a slow start getting 
numbers on the board 
with only 15 points in 
two periods.  How-
ever, at the half, they 
put their scopes on, 
zeroed in on the net 
and ran away with the 
scoreboard scoring 
34 points in the 2nd 
half, smoking the Red 
Devils by the score 
of 49-40.  Joel Elliot 
was top gun hitting 
for 25 points.  They 
hit a wall against the 
Knights of Braxton 
later in the week and 
fell by the score of 
39-60.

The Lady Mustangs 
have run into a rut this 
past week and are in a 
slump, losing all three 
of their games.  With 
the season coming to 
a close in a couple of 
weeks, they will have 
to get some bugs out 
before conference 
play, and all three 
games are at home 
for the Lady Mus-
tang. The boys also 
still have a few games 
left before the season 
ends. Get out, catch a 
game and support the 
teams.

The Panthers con-
tinue to have a tough 
time on the courts.  
The boys play as hard 
as a team can but just 
can’t seem to find 
their win groove.  Ev-
ery game is all out, 
fast and furious, and 
the team hammers the 
game down their op-

Up and down week for basketball teams
ponent’s throat.  The 
Panthers hosted the 
Highlanders of Web-
ster County, and it 
was just one of those 
games. The High-
landers came out and 
dominated the Pan-
thers with the final 
score ending up a 
Highlander win 69-
39.  They were also 
on the road to Buffalo 
and had trouble there 
getting baskets to fall 
and dropped the game 
with Buffalo 42-56.  
Don’t miss a minute 
of Panther basketball, 
it’s fast paced and all 
out, and they will def-
initely give you your 
money’s worth, win 
or lose.

Coming off a win 
against Midland Trail, 
the Lady Panthers 
had a tough following 
week going 0-3.   The 
week started out a 
tough loss against the 
Lady Raiders.  It was 
a wild game for sure 
- the Lady Panthers 
took to the floor and 

kept the game within 
reach of a win but just 
couldn’t come up with 
the buckets. They lost 
the match 42-52.  It 
was on to Charles-
ton Catholic, and 
this game is always 
a tough one for the 
Lady Panthers.  When 
the smoke cleared, 
it was Charleston 
Catholic on top by the 
score of 45-30. They 
came back home and 
went face to face with 
Doddridge County 
on Saturday to end 
the week.  With the 
season end closing 
quick, the Lady Pan-
thers needed a win.  It 
was not to be, howev-
er; Doddridge County 
rolled to a win defeat-
ing the Lady Panthers 
66-39. The Ladies 
will be on the road 
to Poca on Monday 
and back home on 
Tuesday night against 
Webster.  The season 
rolls on, and it’s time 
to shake it off and get 
back to business. 

By Allen Hamrick 
With the weather 

seemingly trying 
to connect early to 
spring, the fever 
to get out and do 
spring “stuff” is 
overwhelming.   The 
huge winter storm 
that was just here 
a couple of weeks 
ago seems a dis-
tant memory, almost 
as if it never hap-
pened.  The weather 
was fiercely cold and 
snow in some places 
measured 12 inches 
deep.  

The roads were 
a mess most of the 
time, and other than 
the people who 
worked on the roads 
or had to be out and 
about, most stayed 

indoors and let win-
ter take its shots.  
However, there are 
those that used the 
storm to get out and 
experience adven-
ture and fight back 
against the idea that 
winter drives us into 
our caves to safety.   
With the snow cov-
ering the Elk River 
Trail and ice forming 
in the river, the only 
footprints on the trail 
were animal tracks.  
There was one other 
track, though, and 
it was made by one 
of the legendary ad-
venturer who makes 
and takes his own 
path in life and lets 
nothing stand in the 
way of doing what 
he wants and that in-

cludes winter.  Doug 
Wayne, local leg-
end in the running 
and biking world, as 
well as CCMS band 
director extraordi-
naire, took on the 
trail in the apex of 
the winter storm on 
his bike at night. His 
exploits are not for 
the faint at heart, and 
his drive is nothing 
short of intense.  The 
bigger the challenge, 
the better he likes it.  
If you get the chance, 
don’t let anything 
stop you from en-
joying the beauty of 
winter.  I know it’s 
warm now, but it’s 
not over yet. Get the 
bikes out or put the 
running shoes on and 
hit the trail.  

Doug Wayne takes on winter

Doug Wayne is a local legend.



10 - The Clay County Free Press, Thursday, Feburary 8, 2024	  	   			      					                                                                                                              Thursday, February 8, 2024, The Clay County Free Press - 10

APY*5.00%CD SPECIAL
MONTH9

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 01.22.2024. Limited time offer. Rates and offer dates subject to change 
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Thank you, 
school counselors,
for guiding our students 
towards success!

National School 
Counseling Week  
February 5 - 9th, 2024

Season ends for Mustang wrestling at CWVAC championship

By Allen Hamrick
This weekend was the final hoorah 

of the season for the Mustang wres-
tling program as they participated in 
the Mona Lisa of wrestling tourna-
ments, the CWVAC Championship.   
This year the championship matches 
were held at Spencer Middle School 
with several schools competing for 
bragging rights.  The Mustangs have 
been in the hunt all season in tourna-
ments held throughout the area and 
have only gotten better and better. 
This tournament would pit all of the 
finest middle school programs in the 

region and all those wrestlers at the 
top of the food chain in their respec-
tive weight classes. 

The Mustangs were unexpectedly 
down wrestlers compared to all the 
other teams but what they had was 
good.  It would be like putting smoke 
in your pocket for the Mustangs 
to get the team title, but individu-
ally they had a good chance at being 
champs.   It was a dramatic finish to 
say the least. 

At 94 pounds, Caiden Bryant took 
home the top honors in his weight 
bracket by capturing the champion-

ship.  Andrew Tanner at 110 pounds 
wrestled some of the toughest oppo-
nents and brought home the 4th place 
title.  Pierce Adkins wrestled his way 
to the championship at 145 pounds 
and bought home the first place title.  
Matthew Neely got to the champi-
onship round and took home sec-
ond place in the 155 pound weight 
class and Chaun Sattler took 2nd in 
the 215 lb class.  Kaleb Keen at 171 
pounds took home 4th place, as well.  

As a team, the Mustangs brought 

home the 7th place title; still not bad 
considering the wrestler ratio of the 
teams there.  This has been a great 
season for the Mustangs.  They once 
again and have set the bar high for 
any team to follow them from this 
point on.  They are a powerhouse and 
the ones to beat at wrestling meets. 
Most will move on to the high school 
and will no doubt make the Panther 
team a force to reckon with.   Con-
gratulations to the coaches and wres-
tlers on a great season.

Caiden Bryant - CWVAC champion at 94 pounds. 

Pierce Adkins - CWVAC champion at 145 pounds. 

Matthew Neely - CWVAC 2nd place at 155 pounds.

Andrew Tanner - CWVAC 4th at 110 pounds.

Kaleb Keen - CWVAC 4th place at 190 pounds.

Chaun Sattler CWVAC 2nd place at 215 pounds.


