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By Mark Richardson
A West Virginia com-

munity health center is 
participating in a program 
addressing food scarcity.

The National Associa-
tion of Community Health 
Centers’ 2024 Innovation 
Incubator creates ways to 
expand access to healthy 
foods. Cabin Creek Health 
Systems, based in Charles-
ton, will have funding and 
guidance from experts 
to help it design and test 
community-based solu-
tions.

Merrill Warschoff Press, 
senior vice president of 
partnership, development 
and innovation for the 
National Association of 
Community Health Cen-
ters, said the facilities are 
uniquely suited to address 
the issues.

“Health centers are 
highly effective and in-
novated with integrated 
models of care,” Press ex-
plained. “They reach far 
beyond the walls of the 
traditional exam room, not 
only to prevent illness and 
treat it but also to really 
address the social driv-
ers that may cause poor 
health.”

The eight health centers 
chosen for the program 
will be awarded $30,000 
dollars each to develop 
and test new solutions 
over six months. The as-
sociation will share the 

results with 1,400 health 
centers across the country, 
affecting the care of more 
than 31 million patients.

A primary goal of the 
Innovation Incubator is to 
discover best practices for 
aiding millions of people 
and sharing information 
with health centers nation-
wide. Press pointed out 
the program seeks to find 
the underlying cause of 
clients’ health problems.

“Whether it’s food inse-
curity and poor nutrition, 
or even housing, jobless-
ness, mental illness, sub-
stance use disorders,” 
Press outlined. “Advanc-
ing health equity really 
starts with finding solu-
tions to the environmen-
tal factors that cause poor 
health outcomes.”

The clinics, including 
the one is Charleston, are 
tasked with imagining, 
building and testing sus-
tainable solutions for their 
unique populations. Press 
noted many clinics pro-
vide what local markets 
sometimes cannot supply.

“Many health centers 
operate things like food 
pantries or work with their 
local food banks,” Press 
observed. “There are oth-
ers who have their own 
community gardens or 
partner with local farm-
ers markets-bring fresh, 
nutritious foods to their 
patients.”

“Supercharged” tornado events. New storm tracking 
tech. Climate change. There’s a lot that goes into figur-
ing out weather patterns. Scientists want to understand 
what’s happening — and what it will mean for West Vir-
ginia.

by Sarah Elbeshbishi
This story was originally published by Mountain 

State Spotlight. Get stories like this delivered to your 
email inbox once a week; sign up for the free newsletter 
at https://mountainstatespotlight.org/newsletter.

A record number of tornadoes have ripped through 
West Virginia this year, leaving behind a trail of dam-
age, as states east of the Mississippi River experience 
tornadoes more frequently in part due to climate change.  

With 18 tornadoes, 2024 has been West Virgin-
ia’s most active season since 1998, when 14 tornadoes 
touched down in the state. Most of the recorded torna-
does this year occurred during the destructive April 2 
storm, which hit communities across Cabell, Kanawha 
and Fayette counties.

Despite the record high, no definite conclusions can 
be drawn from just this one year. However, it is consis-
tent with shifting trends in tornadic activity — partly 
due to climate change —  which suggests that West Vir-
ginia could continue to see more and stronger tornadoes. 

Eastern states, including West Virginia, Pennsylva-
nia, Ohio and Virginia, are seeing a greater likelihood 
of tornadoes, according to Victor Gensini, an associate 
professor in the earth, atmosphere and environment de-
partment at Northern Illinois University. 

“We’re confident that the trend is real because it’s 
happening over a very broad area and it’s been happen-
ing over the last, not just five years, it’s been really hap-
pening over the last 40 years,” said Gensini. 

Because of that, West Virginia may continue to see 
more tornadoes than before. But for now, scientists say 
several more years of research are needed to determine 
whether this year’s record high is an anomaly or part of 
the shifting trend.

“There’s no conclusion that you can draw that there’s 
going to be more tornadoes from now on based on this 
one year,” said John Peck, a meteorologist for the Na-
tional Weather Service in Charleston, adding that the 
improved technology to detect tornadoes could also play 
a part in the higher number.

“The ability for us to detect tornadoes has gone up 
significantly over history with improvements in radar 
and remote sensing, especially with drone technology 
it’s a lot easier to go out and find the damage,” he added.

Jana Houser, an associate professor of atmospheric 

sciences at The Ohio State University, echoed a similar 
sentiment, noting that there wasn’t a good way to stan-
dardize records and observations of tornadoes until the 
late 20th century.

“We don’t have a really strong understanding of 
what’s happened, especially prior to 1990,” Houser said. 
“So, I always like to kind of make that little cautious 
note there that, yes we do think that this is something 
unusual, but we don’t have a very long history of actu-
ally comparing this to.” 

Over time, researchers have adjusted to those tech-
nology and software improvements, Gensini said. And 
despite those advancements, experts have continued to 
see the same upward trend in tornadoes east of the Mis-
sissippi, he added.

Besides just an increase in the number of tornadoes 
each year, West Virginia could also see an increase in 
tornadoes over a shorter period of time: Houser said ex-
perts have found that while the number of days that are 
favorable to tornadoes has decreased, there are a higher 
number of tornadoes on days there is tornadic activity.    

“We’re having one or two events that are really just 
supercharged and creating like a whole lot of tornadoes, 

which is a little bit unusual,” she added. 
This trend could explain why most of the tornadoes 

West Virginia has experienced this year came during the 
April 2 storm.

While Gensini and Houser attributed climate change 
as a factor influencing the two trends, they both noted 
that the full extent of climate change’s impact on torna-
dic activity is still unclear. 

“That’s where we don’t have a great understanding,” 
Gensini said. “Is climate change 5% of that role? Is it 
100% of that role? 20% of that role? We don’t know 
exactly.” 

According to Gensini, the field of study needed to ful-
ly understand the relationship between climate change 
and severe weather, including tornadoes, is still in its in-
fancy, but experts are working to try to “push that needle 
forward.”

“It’s hard to directly equate climate change and tor-
nadoes because tornadoes are such picky events,” said 
Houser. “But we can say the environmental conditions 
that would potentially favor tornadic storms are chang-
ing a little bit, especially in the geographic distribution 
of where those conditions are met.”

Health center to 
develop programs 
to fight WV food 

insecurity

In a year of record-breaking tornado storms, scientists are trying to 
determine if the trend is here to stay

Damage in Fayette County after a tornado touched down during the April 2 storm. Photo credit: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration

July 4th celebration, Clay County style

JK Scott and John Sears were hamming it up in the shade.

The night sky was on fire as the event came to a close. Hunter Diveley gets her birthday face painting.
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Joseph Samuel Allen 
Booked 7/5/24

Capias

Sarah Renee Rogers
Booked 7/4/24

Possession of stolen vehicle

Dustin Morgan Sears
Booked 7/2/24

Violation of protective order, 
violation of bond

Gary Leonard Travis
Booked 7/7/24

Sexual abuse in the first 
degree, battery on gov. rep./

healthcare provider

Benjamin Micah Gibson
Booked 7/2/24

Domestic battery

Jesse Alan Jordan
Booked 7/3/24

No insurance, driving re-
voked for DUI third, expired 

MVI, defective equipment

Carissa Marie Liberti
Booked 7/5/24

Petit larceny, public intoxica-
tion

Jeremy Scott Burrows
Booked 7/4/24
Grand larceny

Douglas Craig Mitchell
Booked 7/1/24

Possession marijuana, pos-
session meth, battery

Captain Donald H. Jar-
vis, 96 of Maysel, WV, 
a 35-year veteran of the 
United States Navy, en-
tered into rest on June 29, 
2024.  He was born on 
December 29, 1927, to 
the late Greely and Glad-
ys (Engle) Jarvis. Don 
graduated from Spencer 
High School on June 3, 
1944, at the age of 16, at-
tended Potomac State Col-
lege from 1944-1946, and 
graduated from the United 
States Naval Academy 
in 1951. He was in flight 
training in Pensacola, 
Florida from 1951-1953 
and was wounded in ac-
tion in Vietnam on Febru-
ary 12, 1967.  While in the 
service he served as an Air 
Officer, a Squadron Com-
manding Officer, a Naval 
Plant Representative and 
a Landing Signal Officer.  
He was awarded the Air 
Medal, the Purple Heart, 
the Navy Unit Commen-
dation with Star, Expert 
Pistol; Expert Shot Rifle, 
Armed Forces Expedi-
tionary Medal; World 
War II Victory Medal, 
Occupation Medal, Viet-
nam Campaign with Star, 
National Defense Service 
Medal with Star, Vietnam 
Service Medal with Clasp, 
the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, the Ameri-
can Defense Service Med-
al and the Combat Action 
Ribbon. He retired from 
the United States Navy on 
February 1, 1981, with the 

rank of Captain.
Don was very active in 

the community.  He loved 
his community and was 
past president of the Li-
ons Club, past president 
of Clay County Parks 
and Rec, past president 
of Clay Golden Delicious 
Festival, past president of 
WV Cattleman’s Associa-
tion, and served as Super-
visor and past president of 
Elk Conservation District. 
He also worked with the 
Greater Kanawha RCD, 
was a Master Mason of 
the Masonic Lodge #126, 
Clendenin, WV, with 74 
years of service.  Don was 
instrumental in starting 
Maysel Park and the Clay 
County Agricultural Fair.

Don is preceded in 
death by his children Wil-
liam Jarvis, Dona Jarvis, 
second wife Dora Jean 
Jarvis.

Don is survived by his 
wife of 15 years, Keyota 
Jarvis, and children Don-
ald (Betty) Jeffery Jarvis 
of Port Charlotte, Flori-
da, Alice Jarvis of New 
Castle, Delaware, step-
children, Aric Braley, of 
Maysel, Briar Braley, of 
Elkview, Autumn Lehner 
of Maricopa, Arizona, and 
13 grandchildren, many 
nieces and nephews, and 
friends who loved him 
dearly.

Donald H. Jarvis was a 
true American Hero in ev-
ery sense of the word.  He 
was a mentor to countless 
individuals. He will be 
greatly missed.

Funeral Service for 
Don will be Friday July 
5, 2024, at Wilson Smith 
Funeral Home at 2:00 
with a viewing for friends 
and family from 12 to 
2:00, burial will follow at 
Amma Cemetery.

Wilson Smith is hon-
ored to be serving the Jar-
vis family.

Donald H. Jarvis

As part of National Mental Health Awareness Month, 
the West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) 
is pleased to announce a new resource available to 
families, educators, caregivers and others to support 
student mental health. ParentGuidance.org, a 24/7 on-
line platform, assists those who care for children to ad-
dress and elevate mental health wellness and self-care. 
These tools are designed to enhance the human con-
nections vital for school communities to thrive, and 
West Virginia is the first to offer them statewide.

Throughout the United States, ParentGuidance.
org works with schools and their communities to em-
power families to support the mental health needs of 
children. In West Virginia, there is now free access to 
an array of tools including:

-Regular one-on-one parent coaching with cognitive 
behavioral health coaches

-On-demand parenting sessions taught by licensed 
therapists

-“Ask a Therapist,” a frequently updated question-
and-answer forum

 These resources are made possible through a 
three-year contract the WVDE has entered into with 
the national nonprofit The Cook Center for Human 
Connection to make ParentGuidance.org immediately 
available for West Virginia families. Across the 
country, 361 districts and 6,308 schools are using the 
organization’s model offering more than 3.3 million 
families in 46 states access to services. 

In 2021, the American Academy of Pediatrics de-
clared a national emergency, noting that child and 
adolescent healthcare professionals are “caring for 
young people with soaring rates of depression, anxi-
ety, trauma, loneliness and suicidality that will have 
lasting impacts on them, their families and their com-
munities.” 

West Virginia, like the rest of the country, is facing 
a shortage of traditional mental health services. More 
than 700,000 people in the state live in communities 
that do not have enough mental health professionals. 
The WVDE will open access to underserved commu-
nities throughout West Virginia through ParentGuid-
ance.org. Regardless of financial means, those needing 
help will have a direct line of support. Counties may 
also customize professional development sessions 
with The Cook Center to meet their individual needs. 
Bullying mitigation, isolation and absenteeism are ex-
amples of nationally recognized programs available at 
reduced costs for counties.

“Our educators are experiencing several mental 
health behaviors in our children that they have not 
seen previously,” said State Superintendent of Schools 
Michele L. Blatt. “ParentGuidance.org will provide 
resources that have never been reasonably available 
to many West Virginia families and communities. This 
will be a great asset and will make a difference in the 
lives of our children, the stability of our families, the 
mental health of teachers and school employees, and 
the progress of our schools.” 

“We are proud to collaborate with the West Virginia 
Department of Education for the benefit of West Vir-
ginia families. This shows that they truly care about 
the role of parents in their children’s emotional well-
being,” said Cook Center for Human Connection Pres-
ident and CEO Anne Brown. “By providing education, 
resources, and direct support to families, we look for-
ward to helping the people who love and care for their 
children most: the parents.” 

West Virginia families can learn more at wvde.
us or ParentGuidance.org, and counties will also offer 
direct access on their websites as plans are rolled out 
statewide.

When 
veterinary 

care is 
unavailable 

or
unaffordable, ask  
for Happy Jack® 

to treat mane dandruff, 
yeast infections,  

& control fleas/ticks  
& mosquitoes. 

Clay Farm Bureau Coop. 
587- 4277  

www.happyjackinc.com

West Virginia Department of Education 
Offers New Resource to Support Student 

Mental Health and Well-being
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Dr. James L. Snyder
I have been showing people a picture of my brain for 

almost a month now. I’ve been having a lot of fun doing 
it and teasing people by saying, “I have proof that I have 
a brain.”

In the beginning, I just believed that having a brain 
would be a wonderful experience for me. Little did I know 
that having a brain can create certain problems—problems 
that my brain not only cannot help but has produced.

I don’t think a day has passed, but I have reminded The 
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage that I have a brain and 
proof of it. So far, she has gone along with me.

You would think a person with a brain would be able 
to solve every problem that comes his way. I was to learn 
that that was not necessarily true, and I have the scars to 
prove it.

It was Thursday morning, and I was looking for my 
Bible I used the night before at a prayer meeting. I looked 
everywhere, but couldn’t find it.

Finally, I asked The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage, 
“Have you seen my Bible? I can’t seem to find it.”

Looking at me with one of “those looks of hers,” she 
said, “You have a brain, so you find it.”

I wasn’t expecting that and didn’t know where it came 
from. She just stared at me, so I turned around and went 
back into my office. Later that day, I found it in my truck.

Whether I left it there the night before or somebody in 
our residence put it there to trap me, I don’t know. I will 
keep a secret about which one I thought happened.

I returned to work, and it was a very good day.
I needed to go to Wal-Mart to pick something up. I 

looked around for my wallet, but I could not find it any-
where. I usually put it on the counter in the kitchen so I 
don’t lose it.

Looking at the counter, I couldn’t see it.
Just then, The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 

walked into the kitchen. I looked at her and said, “Have 
you seen my wallet? I thought I put it here on the counter, 
but I can’t find it.”

There was, again, that look of hers, and then she re-
sponded, “You have a brain, so why don’t you use it and 
find it?”

I was not sure how to respond, so I went on looking for 
my wallet, and I eventually found it. I was not sure if I had 
left it where I found it or if somebody put it there to try to 
trick me.

At this point, I started thinking about all the time I spent 
boasting and bragging about having a brain and evidence 
to show that I actually did have a brain. I must say I had 

a good time during that time. But now, it seems to have 
backfired on me.

I hate it when something backfires on me in a very nega-
tive fashion.

Going to my easy chair with a cup of coffee, I sat down 
and began looking at the picture of my brain. That was the 
evidence I needed to prove I actually did have a brain. As I 
looked at it for a few moments, I began to wonder, why is 
my brain not working right now?

As I looked at the picture, I thought maybe I had gone 
too far boasting about my brain. Maybe I should’ve let it 
go from the beginning. At the time I just thought I was hav-
ing fun.

After finishing my coffee, I went into my office and be-
gan working on a project.

I needed to make copies of my project, but when I tried, 
the copy machine was not working. I looked at it for a little 
bit and didn’t quite know what to do. The only one who 
knows how to make this copy machine work is The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage.

What do I do now? I need to finish this project, and there 
is no way I can fix this and get it working.

My only solution was to ask my wife if she could fix the 
copy machine for me. I didn’t know how to ask her. I knew 
her attitude all day, and I’m unsure how I could turn it into 
a very positive position.

Just then, my wife came to my office door and said, “I 
have some papers I need to copy. Would you mind if I used 
the copy machine right now?”

My day could not get any better.
“Oh my dear, yes of course, come and use it as long as 

you want to. I need to go to the bathroom for a few mo-
ments, so take your time.”

I knew when I got back, the copy machine would be run-
ning.

Walking back into my office, my wife picked up the pa-
pers she had copied and was leaving.

“Everything okay?” I asked.
“Oh yes,” she said, “no problems whatsoever.”
I like it when a day ends on the positive.
In my reflection, a verse from the Bible came to mind. 

“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets” (Matthew 7:12).

I need to treat others as I would want to be treated.
Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gracious 

Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-3025, e-
mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.jamessny-
derministries.com

By Joseph J. Mazzella
I had just finished taking my dogs for their last walk 

of the day while darkness slowly fell over the moun-
tains of my home. Just as I closed the door, though, a 
flicker of light caught my eye. I turned my head to see 
that a little lightening bug had flown in with us through 
the open door and was now frantically trying to get out 
again. As he flew slowly towards the door I quickly but 
gently closed my fingers around him. I could feel his 
little wings beat against the skin of my hand and a flash 
of light shown through my fingers. I opened the back 
door and stepped back outside. Then I opened my palm 
and watched the guy fly away flashing his light with 
gratitude in the darkness of the night.

Before I walked back in I took the time to gaze out on 
the meadow behind my home. There blinking on and off 
were hundreds of fireflies. Each time their lights came 
on I smiled again. It was so beautiful and so amazing 
that such tiny, little insects could produce so much light. 
I stood there in awe of this miracle I get to see each sum-
mer and thanked God for it and for all of His glorious 
creation.

Watching my lightening bug buddies again made me 
think too of the light each of us carries inside of our-
selves. Often it too flickers and is not steady or even 
very bright. Yet, every time we shine it we grow a little 
brighter. And every time we share it we awaken the light 
in others to shine as well.

Do your best to share your love in this world then. 
Do your best to shine your light even if you think it is a 
mere flicker. You are a lot brighter than you think. And I 
will let you in on a secret: The more light you shine and 
the more love you share, the more light and love God 
will give you to share. It never ends.

A Lot Brighter Than 
You Think

Having a Brain Can Be a Problem

The West Virginia Folklife Program, a project of the 
West Virginia Humanities Council, is now accepting 
applications for its statewide Folklife Apprenticeship 
Program. Hosted biennially, this program supports tra-
ditional artists working with dedicated apprentices on a 
yearlong apprenticeship in their cultural expression or art 
form. Since 2017, the West Virginia Folklife Apprentice-
ship Program has celebrated traditional artists and helped 
them pass on cultural knowledge, stories, and techniques 
to their apprentices. Applications are due August 26, 2024 
for the 2024-2025 yearlong program. Applications will be 
evaluated by a review panel in September, and successful 
applicants will be notified in October 2024.

Folklife apprenticeships can be based in music, dance, 
craft, fiber arts, occupational arts, foodways, storytelling, 
and much more. The traditions may be based in genera-

tions of practice in West Virginia or from more recent 
immigrant communities in the Mountain State. Tradi-
tional artists will receive $3,000, and apprentices $800 
for their participation in the program. Teaching artists 
must apply with their proposed apprentices. Pairs may 
request an additional $400 to pay for supplies related to 
their apprenticeship. Pairs design their own work plans 
and are expected to participate in a community presenta-
tion, recorded documentation of their apprenticeship ex-
periences, virtual meetings as a cohort, and a final public 
showcase.

The West Virginia Folklife Apprenticeship Program 
is administered by the West Virginia Folklife Program 
at the West Virginia Humanities Council. It is supported 
with funding from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
West Virginia Folklife is dedicated to the documentation, 

preservation, presentation, and support of West Virginia’s 
vibrant cultural heritage and living traditions.

Guidelines and applications are available at https://wv-
folklife.org/folklife-apprenticeship-program/. For more 
information on the West Virginia Folklife Program, visit 
wvfolklife.org and http://wvhumanities.org/programs/
west-virginia-folklife-program/ or contact Jennie Wil-
liams at williams@wvhumanities.org or 304-346-8500. 

The West Virginia Humanities Council, an independent 
nonpartisan nonprofit corporation, is the state affiliate of 
the National Endowment for the Humanities.  The Coun-
cil is supported by the NEH, the State of West Virginia, 
and contributions from the private sector. The purposes 
of the West Virginia Humanities Council are educational, 
and its mission is to support a vigorous program in the 
humanities statewide in West Virginia.

West Virginia Folklife hosts a folklife apprenticeship showcase in Elkins featuring mushroom foraging with Sharon Briggs and apprentice Anthony Murray (center), soul food with 
Xavier Oglesby and his apprentice Brooklynn Oglesby (left), and fiber arts with Enrica McMillon and apprentice Barbara Weaner (right). Photo taken in 2023 by Michael Keller.

West Virginia Folklife Seeks Applications Statewide for 2024-2025 
Folklife Apprenticeship Program



4 - The Clay County Free Press, Thursday, July 11, 2024                                                                                                                     Thursday, July 11, 2024 The Clay County Free Press - 5

Puzzle Answers Page 2

The following events 
happened on these dates 
in West Virginia history. 
To read more, go to e-WV: 
The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

July 10, 1769: Physi-
cian Jesse Bennet was 
born. He performed the 
first successful caesar-
ian section in America 
in 1794, on his own wife 
and without proper equip-
ment and with no antisep-
tics. He later established 
a large practice in Mason 
County and served as an 
Army surgeon in the War 
of 1812.

July 10, 1936: The 
temperature in Martins-
burg reached 112 degrees. 
It tied the record for the 
state’s hottest recorded 
temperature, which had 
been set August 4, 1930, 
at Moorefield.

July 11, 1861: The 

Battle of Rich Mountain 
was fought in Randolph 
County. Union troops un-
der Gen. George McClel-
lan defeated Confederate 
forces, helping to secure 
northwestern Virginia 
(now West Virginia) for 
the North.

July 11, 1867: John Ja-
cob Cornwell was born on 
a farm in Ritchie County. 
He served as the 15th gov-
ernor of West Virginia.

July 11, 1976: Gov. 
Arch Moore dedicated 
the West Virginia Cul-
ture Center. The facility 
was built to showcase the 
Mountain State’s artistic, 
cultural and historic heri-
tage.

July 12, 2003: The 
Clay Center for the Arts 
& Sciences in downtown 
Charleston opened to 
the public. It combines a 
modern performing arts 
center with a visual arts 
museum and an interac-
tive science center.

July 13, 1861: The Bat-
tle of Corricks Ford took 
place in Tucker County. 
During the fight, Confed-
erate Gen. Robert S. Gar-
nett became the first Con-
federate general killed 
in battle during the Civil 
War.

July 14, 1861: Union 
troops under Gen. Jacob 
Cox drove Confederate 
militia and cavalry out 
of town during the Battle 
of Barboursville. Union 
forces remained in control 
of Barboursville for the 
remainder of the war. 

July 14, 1900: Gang-
ster William “Big Bill” 
Lias was born in Wheel-
ing, or Greece. For much 
of the mid-1900s, he was 
considered the leader of 
bootlegging, organized 
crime, and gambling in 
the Wheeling area.

July 15, 1886: Con-

gressman Cleveland 
Monroe “Cleve” Bailey 
was born on a farm in 
Pleasants County. He rep-
resented West Virginia’s 
third congressional dis-
trict for eight terms in 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, 1945–47 and 
1949–63.

July 15, 1988: Inter-
state 64 was completed 
when the final section be-
tween Sam Black Church 
and the West Virginia 
Turnpike was opened to 
traffic.

July 16, 1791: General 
Adam Stephen died. He 
fought in the French and 
Indian War and Revolu-
tionary War, receiving a 

commendation after the 
Battle of Trenton and 
concluding his military 
career after the American 
loss at Brandywine. He 
played pivotal roles in the 
founding of both Berkeley 
County and Martinsburg.

July 16, 1869: Phi-
lanthropist Michael Late 
Benedum was born in 
Bridgeport. He made a 
fortune in the oil and gas 
business but is best re-
membered for establish-
ing the Claude Worthing-
ton Benedum Foundation.

v i s i t  u s  o n l i n e  a t 
c l a y c o u n t y f r e e p r e s s . c o m
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HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatch-ers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 

HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

SWITCH AND SAVE up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlim-ited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-615-6411

JOBS
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 

844-601-2044

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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LEGAL

WANTED:
Someone to haul some stone to fill in mud holes on the Butcher Cemetery 

road in Dille.  For more information call: 304-332-5367.

Legal 2 col x 4-1/2”
0704 0711

NOTICE OF TRUSTEES OF PROPOSAL
TO TRANSFER CHURCH PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that the Trustees of the West Virginia North 
District Church of the Nazarene will on or after July 19, 2024, con-
vey, with consideration, to Jacob Matthew and Sandra Matthew, hus-
band and wife, that certain tract or parcel of real estate situate in Buf-
falo District, Clay County, West Virginia, more particularly bounded 
and described as follows, to-wit:

BEGINNING at a stake at Strange Creek and running thence 
across the bottom, in a northeasterly direction with an outside like 
of a one and one half (1½) acre lot of which this is a part, one 
hundred eighty five (185) feet to a stake; thence running into said 
lot, in a southeasterly direction, a distance of one hundred eighty- 
five (185) feet to a stake; thence running in a southwesterly 
direction one hundred eighty-five (185) feet to a stake at said 
Strange Creek; and thence running down said creek one hundred 
eighty-five (185) feet to the place of beginning, and being a portion 
of said one and one half (1½) acre lot on which is located the building 
now used as a church and known as the “Gospel Tabernacle.”
Being the same real estate conveyed to Trustees of the Church of 

the Nazarene at Dille, West Virginia, by Jennings Cart and Mable 
Cart, his wife, and Jackie Lee Cart, single, by deed dated August 5, 
1952, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County Com-
mission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 71 at page 22.

Dated this 27th day of June, 2024.
  WEST VIRGINIA NORTH DISTRICT 
  CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
  BY:  DOUGLAS HENDRIXSON, TRUSTEE
   JOE TORRALBA, TRUSTEE
   JEFFREY W. HAUGHT, TRUSTEE
   ANGEL GREEN, TRUSTEE
   LARRY E. BARKLEY, TRUSTEE
   YVETTE WILLIAMS, TRUSTEE
   LUKE McLEAN, TRUSTEE
   RICK REESE, TRUSTEE

Legal 2 col x 5-1/2”
0704 0711

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, July 4, 2024
Claim Deadline: Monday, September 2, 2024
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/12/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  PHYLLIS CAROLYN CUMMINGS
 ADMINISTRATOR  HOMER CUMMINGS 
  534 TWISTABOUT RD
  PROCIOUS WV 25164-8072 
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/11/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  MELOANIE ANN MORRIS
 ADMINISTRATOR  ARTHUR DALE MORRIS 
  5205 CLAY HIGHWAY
  BICKMORE WV 25019-9651
 APPOINTMENT DATE  05/16/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  DAVID EDWARD ZELLER
 EXECUTRIX  MARGARET JARRELL
  8560 ELK RIVER RD
  PROCIOUS WV 25164-8040
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 06/24/2024
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190

To place your legals 

 Call us at (304)-647-5724 

LEGAL

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

� Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

� Free Pickup & Towing.

� Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 964-4167 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 964-4167

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.

� Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

� Free Pickup & Towing.

� Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 964-4167 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 964-4167

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.

� Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

� Free Pickup & Towing.

� Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 964-4167 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 964-4167

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.

Maple syrup production totaled 12,000 gallons in 
2024, up from 11,000 gallons in 2023. Number of taps 
was 70,000, up from 69,000 taps in 2023. Yield per tap 
was 0.171 gallon, up from 0.159 gallon in 2023. Acre-
age totaled 2,200 acres in 2024, previous year data are 
not available. Comparison data for 2023 were released 
by the West Virginia Department of Agriculture in coop-

eration with NASS. Sales data will be in the Crop Pro-
duction Report released in June 2025. 

United States – Maple syrup production in 2024 to-
taled 5.86 million gallons, up 17 percent from the previ-
ous season for comparable States. The number of taps 
totaled 17.1 million, up 5 percent from the 2023 total for 
comparable States. Yield per tap was 0.342 gallon, up 

0.035 gallon from the previous season for comparable 
States. Acreage totaled 318,700 acres in 2024, previous 
year data are not available. 

The 2023 United States average price per gallon was 
$32.80, down $1.70 from 2022. Retail prices in 2023 
were $55.70 per gallon, up from $53.60 per gallon in 
2022. Retail gallons sold totaled 636,000, down from 
734,000 gallons sold in 2022. Wholesale prices in 2023 
were $44.40 per gallon, up from $40.00 per gallon in 
2022. Wholesale gallons sold totaled 520,000 gallons, 
down from 805,000 gallons in 2022. Bulk prices in 2023 
were $2.40 per pound, down from $2.70 per pound in 
2022. Bulk prices per gallon in 2023 were $26.90, down 
from $30.20 per gallon in 2022. Bulk gallons sold to-
taled 3.6 million, down from 4.3 million 2022. 

Value of production, at $159 million for 2023, was 
down 23 percent from the 2022 season. Estimates began 
for maple in 2024 for Connecticut, Indiana, Massachu-
setts, Minnesota, Ohio, and West Virginia.

West Virginia Maple Syrup Production Numbers
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FVP BATTERIES! 

BETTER WARRANTY AND LOWER CHECK OUT NEW LINE OF PRICES! 
24FHD-$59.99 

26R-$48.99 

M27-1000ST-$78.99 

34-$56.99 

P48HD-$93.99 

65-$61.99 

78DTSD-$60.99 

96R-$70.99 

Lawn & Garden 

U1L-340V-$40.99 

U1R-300V-$35.99 

ATV 

STARTING AT $44.99-$99.99 

 
 

ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 
 
 

 
➢  
➢  
➢  

 
➢ Tubes of Grease-$4.99 
➢ Hydraulic Oil-1 Gal-$18.99-5 Gal-$74.99-$79.99 
➢ Gear Oil-$8.99-$18.99. 
➢ Fuel Treatment-$2.79-$3.99.                                                                        
➢ Seafoam-$8.99 
➢ Carb & Choke Cleaner-$5.99 
➢ Brake Cleaner-$4.99. 
➢ Oil 5Qt $29.99-$37.99 Up to $5 Off when pay with cash! 
➢ Oil 1 Qt $5.99- $8.99 Up to A $1 off with cash! 
➢ Transmission Fluid-$5.99-$8.99 a Qt. 
➢ AW 32 or 46 Hydraulic Oil-5 Gallon-$59.99 - $68.99. 
➢ 5 qt Mastercraft 5w20 & 5w30 syn blend-$34.99-$38.99 
➢ Stihl Mixing Oil-One Gallon Mix-reg $3.29 Synthetic Mix -$5.99. 
➢ 5Qt Parts Master 5w20 or 5w30-$27.99 

Synthetic Blend-$29.99, Full Synthetic-$35.99 
➢ Bar & chain oil-Gallon-$14.99 
➢ Large selection of Wiper Blades-Price starting at-$10.99-$13.99 
➢ All fluids needed for your car at great prices. 
➢ CALL US FOR BEST PRICES ON CAR PARTS! 

                                                         
Call us for best prices on parts for your car! 

Most parts are in stock or next day! 
We have replacement parts available for your lawn mower 

And chain saws! 
 

 
 
                                

 
 

 
 

     CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
 

2019 Kia Forte-A/C, Cruise, Power Door, Windows & Alloy Wheels, Red   $11,999.00 
2018 Nissan Pathfinder-V6, 4WD, A/C & Cruise, White     $11,999.00 
2015 Ford Taurus SHO-V6, AWD, Many Options, Black       $9,999.00 
2015 Subaru XV Crosstrek- 5 Sp Manual, AWD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver                $8,999.00 
2015 Chevy Spark-5 Speed Manual, A/C & Power Windows, Silver       $4,999.00 
2014 Nissan Frontier-V6, 6 speed manual, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue                 $12,999.00 
2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, Many Options Including A/C Tilt & cruise, Blue              $10,999.00 
2014 Toyota Sienna-V6, Auto, FWD, 8 Passenger, Blue       $8,999.00 
2013 Kia Sorento-V6, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & cruise, Black       $7,999.00 
2011 Chevy Malibu-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver                    $4,999.00 
2010 Ford Taurus SHO-AWD, Auto, Has Many Options, White      $8,999.00 
2010 Chevy Malibu-V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                                        $5,999.00 
2008 Chevy HHR-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                                                    $4,999.00 
2007 Cadillac Escalade-V8, Auto, AWD, A/C, Tilt, Cruise & Many Options, Red    $8,999.00 
2006 Toyota Prius-4dr, Liftback, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                  $7,999.00 
2005 Toyota Prius- Hybrid, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Tan        $4,999.00 
2003 Ford Taurus Wagon-V6, Auto, Deluxe, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Green                        $3,999.00 
 

304-286-4671 
304-286-3802 

 
     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

2013 Kia Sorento 

 

2015 Subaru Crosstrek 

 

2010 Ford Taurus 

 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

 
 
 
 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
VEHICLE TIRE 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 205-55-16 HR $84.99 
THUNDERER MACH 1 PLUS 205-55-16 HR $79.99 

MASTERCRAFT SRT 205-60-16 HR $94.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 205-70-16 HR $119.99 
HANKOOK KENERGY PT 205-70-16 HR$124.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 215-60-16 TR $94.99 
IRONMAN MOVE PT HR 216-60-16 $84.99 

MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS HR 215-70-16 $119.99 
IRONMAN MOVE GEN 2 AS 225-60-16 HR $89.99 

HANKOOK KENERGY PT 225-60-16 TR $129.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 265-75-16 TR $149.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-60-17 TR $135.99 
MASTERCRAFT SRT 225-65-17 TR $124.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-65-17 TR $124.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 235-55-17 HR $135.99 

LINGLONG CROSSWIND AT 265-70-17 TR $139.99 
TRAIL GUIDE AT 265-70-17 TR $124.99 

MULTI MILE TOUR CSX 245-60-18 TR $159.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 265-65-18 TR $199.99 

MASTERCRAFT TRAIL AT 275-60-20 TR $199.99 
 

TRAILER TIRES 
TRAILER KING-205-75-15 8 PR $69.99 

TRAILER KING-225-75-15 10 PR $85.99 
ATV TIRES 

CARLISLE 489 25-8-12 4 PR $109.99 
CARLISLE 489 25-10-12 4 PR $114.99 

CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-8-12 6 PR $119.99 
CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-10-12 6 PR $129.99 

 
ALL PRICES ARE CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE MOUNT & BALANCE 
FREE TIRE ROTATION DOWN TO 2/32 TREAD 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH AVAILIBILTY 
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETETERS PRICE ON SAME TIRE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

FEATURE VEHICLE 
 

 
 

2019 KIA FORTE 
 
 

   Air Coditioning, alloy wheels, interval 
wipers, cd player, cruise control, power door 

locks and windows! 
 

 
$11,999.00 

 
 

Great in-store deals! 
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By Allen Hamrick
On July the 4th, families gathered together 

for cookouts, fireworks, camping, boating 
and whatever else people do to entertain 
themselves.  It was a time to reflect on the 
beginnings of our great country.  We still 
have the freedom to remember and reflect.  
Camping spots were full, and fish were run-
ning scared as fishermen hit the rivers and 
lakes.  Fireworks were sold and wallets emp-
tied; backyards and hollers became filled 
with smoke, and the sulfur smelling haze 
drifted into open doors and made homes 
smell like a war zone.  The Redcoats were 
raised from the dead, in target form, and 
blasted with shotguns to the cheers of many 
as the Revolutionary War was once again 
on display in backyards.  Glasses full of the 
finest strain of hill medicine your stomach 
could stand were raised to toast the freedoms 
we have to party like animals.

Independence has many components, and 
as long as a person has determination and a 
brain and uses them, they can enjoy financial 
success, gain a good education, invent, go 
to church, own property, have a career and 
the list goes on.  Independence doesn’t just 
come from winning wars but also the sac-
rifice of those who have long since passed 
who were the guinea pigs to whoever was 
in power at the time to perfect the life we 
live today.  Politics are politics, and if a per-
son gets too close to it, they become mad 
and end up like sheep who can’t even think 
for themselves anymore and our freedom 

we hold dear becomes as last year’s green 
beans.  There is not one thing we can do 
about it, so why worry? We just wait for the 
dung to roll downhill and over top of us. In 
the meantime, we still have freedom and we 
intend on putting into practice it as long as it 
lasts. So…

July 6th rolls around, and it was revelry 
time in Clay as we celebrated Independence 
Day in Clay County fashion.  It started off 
slow, but in time people let their hair down, 
whooped it up and painted the town red.  
Our separation from England became our 
own.....so to speak.  Thanks to the deep 
pockets of CMI2, we celebrated our free-
dom in a spectacular way with a street party 
that would rival a Lynyrd Skynyrd concert.  
Local talent brought out the strings, drums 
and microphones and filled the hills with 
country music, oldies and newbies.  People 
were dancing in the shade and cutting the 
rust off their heels.  

It was hot enough to evaporate a water 
buffalo, and I may have overheard someone 
say they brought some eggs to eat that their 
chickens laid that morning already boiled…
it was hot.  Either way, after Mayor Hub-
bard opened up the festivities with words of 
wisdom, it was Logan Truman who started 
the party, and start it, he did.  Soon as he 
began slingin’ chords on his six string, you 
knew it was gonna be good time.  He was 
a mix between Chris Stapleton and Char-
lie Daniels and was laying down the vibes 
to get the spirit going.  The boy needs to be 

in Nashville and become the next Charlie 
Daniels. Patriot hats and glasses were given 
away, and they were a welcome personal 
shade to a naked head. It was kind of a drag 
that nobody gave away personal cold fronts 
that would have been readily used.   Local 
artisans like the Trumans, Morrises, Hol-
leys and others brought in their finest wares 
for sale to the passersby, and people got the 
opportunity to get involved in the art with 
mug painting.  Faces were painted and were 
walking galleries of the artist who created 
the masterpieces.  The food vendors were 
feeding the masses with local delicacies like 
barbecue and baked goods that would calm 
the bear in anybody’s belly.   

Local fishermen Luke Stewart and Mi-
cah Osborne have hit it big on the bass trail 
and are nearing the top of the food chain in 
professional bassin’.  They will be heading 
to the national high school championship in 
August and need support for their trip.  They 
were on hand with their BBQ and undoubt-
edly sold out. These boys have the skill to 
get to the big dance, and we will be look-
ing forward to see how they do.  Corn hole 
boards was brought out and the 4th of July 
tournament got started with some of the fin-
est bag flingers in the county. Once that was 
finished, it was time for the Clay County 
equivalent of Rush to take the stage.  It was 
the Tim Miller band who entertained the 
crowd for two hours with roaring voices and 
cranked up amps driving the weakest legs to 
get up and dance.   Who needs a band that 

charges a house mortgage for two hours 
when you can get the talent from our back-
yard?  These boys lung busting music and 
instrument work was crankin’ and carried 
the show into the night.

When the night wrapped around the hills 
and the sky turned dark, it was time for the 
icing on the cake…the fireworks.  People 
dotted the hillside everywhere, sitting on 
tailgates with eyes fixed on the sky.  This 
year’s fireworks, brought to you by CMI2, 
promised to be a big one, and the show did 
not disappoint anybody.  It started with a 
rapid fire to get a person’s attention and from 
there it was 16 minutes of pure adrenalin 
rush as the explosions filled the night sky 
with color and brilliance.  The show finished 
in spectacular fashion with an explosion that 
rocked the windows and spread light from 
one end of the town to the other with high 
arching flare. 

Simply put, this 4th of July party was a 
good time and finished as the country started 
- with a shot heard round the world.  Thanks 
to all those who put this event together for 
the citizenry; it was a much needed event.   
Remember this as we celebrate - take time 
to reflect on our country’s history.  America 
is a place where hard work, a strong mind 
and love of country and her people should be 
top on the list.  Remember where you came 
from because it will light the path to the fu-
ture. This country is still one of the greatest 
countries to live in, so enjoy the freedoms 
and don’t ever take it for granted.

July 4th celebration, Clay County style

Logan Truman cranks out the tunes. Elsie Smith with Grandpa Eric Perdue at the corn hole competition.

Art and Teresa Truman display their ceramic Gnomes and Shrooms.

The Tim Miller Band entertains the crowd. Brenda Morris was surrounded by her craft work.


