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AEF Summer interns spent last week learning about rope safety and rescues in Clay County.
Under the guidance of experienced instructors Adam Landers, Eric Thomas, and Jeremy Higginbotham, the interns learned how to use basic rope systems safely in the 

wilderness.
On Thursday, July 11, the interns utilized practical application in a real-world setting for ascending and descending and basic patience rescue, allowing student interns to 

apply their knowledge throughout the wilderness of the Adaptive Experimentation Facility at Fort Andrew.
Photo credits: CMI2 Communications

The Clay County Golden Delicious Festival Committee is accepting nomina-
tions for the 2024 Golden Delicious Belle.  The nominee must be a resident of Clay 
County, who is at least 65 years in age.  

Your nomination letter should tell why you think the person should be named the 
2024 Belle and must include a non-returnable photo to use for printing.  All entries 
should include a contact person’s name, and phone number for the person provid-
ing the entry, as well as the name and phone number of the person nominated.   

All entries must be received by Friday, July 31, 2024.  
Entries may be mailed to: CCGDF Apple Belle Nomination, Attn: Laura Scott P. 

O. Box 416, Clay WV  25043, or can be dropped off at the Clay County Assessor’s 
office to Teresa Davis, or emailed with a photo attachment to clayapplefestival@
gmail.com. 

The festival Board of Directors will vote for a winner during the August 2024 
board meeting.   

AEF Interns learns rope safety and rescues

2024 Clay County 
Golden Delicious Belle 

Nominations open

 Our next door neighbors - summer of 2024. Allen Hamrick photo. 

The war on Yellow Jackets

A report, released last week by the De-
partment of Human Services, found that 
homeless West Virginians include nurses, 
construction workers and mechanics, 
and children.

by La Shawn Pagán
This story was originally published by 

Mountain State Spotlight. Get stories like 
this delivered to your email inbox once 
a week; sign up for the free newsletter 
at  https://mountainstatespotlight.org/
newsletter.

The number of West Virginians expe-
riencing homelessness continues to in-
crease. But state officials seem no closer 
to implementing new efforts to more 
comprehensively address the problem.

Over 1,400 people were reportedly 
homeless last year, a 3% increase from 
2022 and a 24% increase since 2021.

The increase was outlined in a new re-
port from the state Department of Human 
Services to the Legislature.

The report, mandated by lawmakers, 
proposes no new initiatives but does re-
peatedly outline the need for additional 
funding to help West Virginia’s unshel-
tered population.

A decade ago, the state published a 54-
page plan to end homelessness  in West 
Virginia by 2020. The plan included 
housing placement and providing re-
sources to those already experiencing 
homelessness. But officials  didn’t focus 
on the plan, and it was largely forgotten 
as the problem got worse.

Then last year, lawmakers 
passed SB239, a bill that required a new 
report on the issue. 

One of the goals was to find out how 
many homeless people have moved to 
West Virginia from another state. The re-
port said that many of those interviewed 
said they were either native to West Vir-
ginia or had lived in the state for years.

The report also found that many home-
less West Virginians were working. 
Among those were nurses, construction 
workers and mechanics.

The report also noted that the prob-
lem may be worse than shown by the 
frequently cited “point in time” count. 
A different count, based on numbers 
enrolled for various service programs, 
showed that the over 3,600 West Virgin-
ians were all experiencing homelessness 
annually from 2018 to 2023. Even that 
figure could be under-reporting the total, 
because multiple enrollments in different 

Mountain State Spotlight
A decade ago, West Virginia unveiled a plan 
to end homelessness in the state. A new study 

shows the numbers are climbing.

A nativity scene set up in protest near an 
encampment in Wheeling in 2022. Photo 
by Emily Allen

Last week, the Clay Family Support Center and Clay FRN put on a community 
pool party complete with hot dogs and prizes. The Clay County Health Department 
and Clay County Prevention Coalition, Aetna, The Health Plan, and Unicare all had 
tables set up for visitors.

Pool party held by local groups

SPOTLIGHT cont. on page 3
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Obituary

NOTICE OF MEETING:
Organization: Workforce Development Board Mid-

Ohio Valley/Local Elected Officials 
Date: Friday, July, 26th, 2024
Time: 10:00am
Place: Parkersburg City Building – 2nd Floor (1 Gov-

ernment Sq, Parkersburg, WV 26101)
Contact Person: Katie Dillon (681) 588-0420
Comments: Agenda available upon request. Auxiliary 

aids and services are available upon request to individu-
als with disabilities

Clay Roane Public Service District: Per motion passed 
on Feb. 15, 2024, the Board Meeting dates and times 
have changed to the following: Regular Board meet-
ings shall be held each third Monday of every month 
at 6 p.m. via the online Zoom website. Except for the 
months of June, September, and December which will 
be held in person at the office of Clay Roane PSD, same 
date and time.

The Clay County Middle School afterschool program 
is still seeking donated sewing machines. If you have 
a working portable sewing machine that you no longer 
need and would like to donate to a beginning sewist, 
please drop it off at the Clay County Library earmarked 
for the CCMS sewing class. The manual would be great 
to have with the machine. Please, include your contact 
information. In the case that the class is too small for 
the number of machines that may be donated, leave a 
note saying what you want done with it. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main 
Street in Clay is open to serve the public every Monday 
and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Brandon Ray Simpson
Booked 7/17/24

Battery, brandishing

James Clifford Sparks
Booked 7/21/24

Possession with intent, 
conspiracy

Caylen Devonta Swann
Booked 7/20/24

Possession with intent to de-
liver a controlled substance, 

conspiracy

Clarence Everett Jones
Booked 7/17/24
Fleeing on foot

John Camden Rhodes
Booked 7/15/24

Home confinement violation

David Charles Rossler
Booked 7/21/24

Assault on officer, DUI, im-
proper registration, obstruct-

ing an officer

Robert Vaughn Williams
Booked 7/16/24

Disorderly conduct, domes-
tic assault

Homer Eugene Jones
Booked 7/15/24

Receiving or transferring 
stolen vehicles, expired op-
erators, expired registration, 
driving on revoked license, 

no operators, fraudulent 
MVI, no insurance, im-

proper registration

Vincent Seth Ruggueri
Booked 7/19/24

Domestic battery third of-
fense

Izzy Mai Youtzy
Booked 7/18/24

ATV in road, driving re-
voked for DUI, bond revoca-
tion, possess of a concealed 
weapon without permit, no 

insurance, prohibited person 
with firearm

Brad Lee Adkins
Booked 7/22/24

Domestic battery, Capias

Addison Ray Hughes
Booked 7/15/24

Capias

Rodney Lee Hypes Jr.
Booked 7/16/24

Possession of controlled 
substance, escape

William Corey Marshall
Booked 7/20/24

Breaking and entering, shop-
lifting (third offense)

Jeffrey Dean Persinger
Booked 7/16/24

Breaking and entering, 
shoplifting, theft, conspiracy, 

grand larceny

Abel Mathias Simms
Booked 7/17/24

Conspiracy, organized retail 
theft, grand larceny, breaking 

and entering, conspiracy

After a brief illness, on 
Saturday, July 13, 2024, 
Mary Freda See, age 91, 
passed away at Hospice 
House in Poland, OH. She 
was born in West Virginia 
on January 26, 1933, to 
Donnie Edward and Dona 
Catherine (Tanner) Mol-
lohan.

Freda is survived by her 
loving daughter, Robin 
See of Boardman; grand-
sons, David McLaugh-

lin, Steven McLaughlin; 
brother, Milton (Arlene) 
Mollohan of Akron and 
great- grandchildren.

Besides her parents, 
Freda was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
fifty-three years, Aaron 
Eugene  See on November 
6, 2015; daughter, Reda 
Mollohan Jarvis; siblings, 
Hatti Mollohan, Maggie 
Mollohan, Amy Mollo-
han, Nelson Mollohan, 
and Ira Mollohan.

Freda was Christian, not 
in just word but in the way 
she lived life. She was 
also a longtime member 
of the Hallsburg Baptist 
Church in Hallsburg, WV 
until she moved to Board-
man in 2021 when she 
took up residence with her 
daughter, Robin.

Arrangements by Cre-
mation & Funeral Ser-
vice by Gary S Silvat Inc, 
Share memories, and send 

condolences by visiting 
cremateohio.com.

Mary "Freda" (Mollohan) 
See

Tuesday, August 6, 2024 Docket Schedule for Mag-
istrate: Rider, Charles “Jeff”

09:00 AM, State v. Tammy Jean Brandon, Pre-Trial 
Hearing, operator’s license – driving while license sus-
pended or revoked, expired motor vehicle registration

09:00 AM, State v. Tammy Jean Brandon, Pre-Trial 
Hearing, Failure to maintain motor vehicle insurance

09:30 AM, State v. John Jacob Foster, Bench Trial, 
Possession of controlled substance without valid pre-
scription

10:00 AM, State v. Steve Craig Goodwin Jr., Pre-Trial 
Hearing, Battery

10:30 AM, State v. Adam Fredrick Wood, Bench Tri-
al, Persons prohibited from possessing firearms – con-
victed of a crime punishable by more than 1 year

10:30 AM, State v. Adam Frederick Wood, Bench Tri-
al, Operators License – driving while license suspended 
or revoked, Ficticious certificate of inspection or permit 
issued for another veichle, Improper use of evidences of 
registration

11:00 AM, State v. Ryan Dylon Ringo Walls, Pre-Tri-
al Hearing, Obstructing during investigation – materi-
ally false statement 

Wednesday, August 7, 2024 Docket Schedule for 
Magistrate: Rider, Charles “Jeff:

09:00 AM, State v. Justin Isaac Blankenship, Pre-Trial 
Hearing, brandishing deadly weapons, domestic assault

09:30 AM, State v. William Lanham, Pre-Trial Hear-
ing, Possession of controlled substance without a valid 
prescription

10:00 AM, State v. Jonathan Fitzgerald Stutler, Bench 
Trial, Operators license- driving while license suspend-
ed or revoked, Possession of controlled substance with-
out valid prescription, Failure to maintain motor vehicle 
insurance

11:00 AM, State v. Richard Lee Lafever, Bench Trial, 
Petit larceny, unlawful injury to or destruction of prop-
erty, trespass against on property designated a critical 
indrasctructure facility

11:00 AM, State v. Ian Matthew Dobbins, Pre-Trial 
Hearing, possession of a controlled substance without a 
valid prescription

11:30 AM, State v. James Keith Erskine, Bench Trial, 
False report to officer

01:00 PM, State v. David Andrew Linkinogger, Bench 
Trial, Operation without certificate of inspection or fail-
ure to produce certificate, Expired Registration

02:00 PM, State v. Dustin Paul Hancock, Pre-Trial 
Hearing, Interference with officers or members and 
false info, Trespass on property other than structure or 
conveyance

02:30 PM, State v. Eric Dale Smith, Bench Trial, Driv-
ing while license revoked – DUI, Improper use of evi-
dences or registration, Unsafe and improperly equipped 
vehicles, Operation of vehicles with safety belts, Regis-
tration card to be signed, carried, and exhibited on de-
mand, License to be carried and exhibited on demand

03:00 PM, State v. Adam A. Jarrett, Pre-Trial Hear-
ing, Simple assault

03:30 PM, State v. Christopher David Pritt, Prelimi-
nary Hearing, Controlled substance – manufacture, de-
liver, or possess with intent to deliver schedule I, II, or 
III (2 counts), persons prohibited from possessing fire-
arms- felony controlled substance conviction 

Experience all-natural, 
all together.
This summer, immerse yourself in lush mountain landscapes 
by railbike. Unforgettable adventures await.

WVtourism.com/RailExplorers

Buffalo Creek
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2024 Clay 
County 
Golden 

Delicious 
Belle 

Nomination

The Clay County Golden Delicious Festival 
Committee is accepting nominations for 
the 2024 Golden Delicious Belle.  The 
nominee must be a resident of Clay 
County, who is at least 65 years in age. 

Your nomination letter should tell why 
you think the person should be named the 
2024 Belle and must include a non-re-
turnable photo to use for printing.  

All entries should include a contact per-
son’s name, and phone number for the 
person providing the entry, as well as the 
name and phone number of the person 
nominated.   

All entries must be received by Friday, July 
31, 2024. Entries may be mailed to: CCGDF 
Apple Belle Nomination, Attn: Laura Scott 
P.O. Box 416, Clay WV  25043, or can be 
dropped off at the Clay County Assessor’s 
office to Teresa Davis.  Or email with a 
photo attachment to clayapplefestival@
gmail.com.    

The festival Board of Directors will vote for a 
winner during the August 2024 board meeting.   

Dr. James L. Snyder
In my life, time has a way of getting out of control. If 

I could control time, I would be a very happy dude. My 
one question in life is, where does time go? And, can I 
retrieve it?

The other night, The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age and I sat in the living room watching a little TV.

I then heard a deep sigh from the other resident in the 
room. Looking over I said, “Is anything wrong?”

Looking back at me with one of “her looks,” she said, 
“Why is it so hot?”

At first, I thought she was talking about me as a hot 
dude. But after thinking more about it, I concluded that 
I was not the hot dude she was talking about. She was 
talking about the weather.

Sighing very deeply she said, “I just can’t stand all of 
this hot weather anymore.”

She was born and raised in New York, and when the 
weather gets over her age, she can hardly handle it. The 
weather was not too much over her age, but it was over 
her age.

I waved my hand at her and said, “Oh, my dear, we 
are in Florida.”

Scowling at me, she said, “I know that, but it wasn’t 
this hot the other week.”

Chuckling on the inside, I responded, “Well, my dear, 
Spring is over and Summer is here. It’s the climate 
change, silly.”

I thought about that, and it’s pretty interesting that 
things go as quickly as they do. Why can’t Spring stay 
with us just a little bit longer? Why can’t Summer be 
shortened a month or two?

Time does have a way of flying by quickly; if you 
don’t pay attention, it will be gone before you know it.

Looking at me, The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age replied, “I know Spring is gone, I know Summer is 
here, but why does it have to be so hot?”

Knowing her as well as I know her, I realized that 
was a rhetorical question. She wasn’t asking me for any 
information and so, I wasn’t going to volunteer any in-
formation whatsoever. That’s what usually gets me into 
trouble.

But I couldn’t help but think about that myself. Lately, 
we’ve been having some very hot and humid days. It’s 
been 100° or more almost every day. Some meteorolo-
gists are saying these are record hot days.

I don’t know if the record exists, but I would rather 
not play those records very long.

One thing about a hot day is that you can’t do very 
much activity, especially outside. I was outside one 
day doing some things, and pretty soon, I could hardly 
breathe, and my energy had all but disappeared. I think 
it went inside.

I came in after that, got a nice glass of iced tea, and sat 

in my easy chair.
The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage looked at me 

and said, “So, why are you in the house?”
Without thinking, which is my usual MO, I replied, 

“It’s just too hot outside for me.”
“Oh,” she said sarcastically, “so Spring has disap-

peared?” And then she said, “Do you think it just might 
be Summer.”

I hate it when what I say comes back to haunt me.
On the other hand, these hot days do have a cool ele-

ment.
The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage came the oth-

er day and said, “I’m going shopping, would you like to 
come with me?”

Usually, I have no way of getting out of going shop-
ping with her. But the heat spell has given me a good ex-
cuse. “Oh my dear,” I said rather sadly, “I would love to 
but it’s just too hot out there for me and I cannot handle 
all that heat. I’m so sorry.”

Looking at me with one of her smiles, I knew what 
she was thinking. That was, I was using the heat spell 
to get out of going somewhere shopping with her. Al-
though she loves shopping, it is certainly not one of my 
favorite activities.

As she went out the door, I said rather quickly, “Don’t 
forget to get me some Klondike bars. I’m getting low 
on them.”

Looking back at me as she walked through the door, 
she said, “Well, if you were with me I probably would 
remember.”

When she left, I got a cup of coffee and went to my 
easy chair to sit and think about the morning. Some-
times, the most important thing in life is having a good 
excuse for not doing something.

When I think about the seasons of the year, everyone 
has something good to say about it. And, everyone has 
something bad about it. I’m trying to learn to focus on 
the good aspects of a season. If I focus on the bad as-
pects, it just gets me down.

Every bad aspect has a good slant to it. My challenge 
is finding that good slant and using it for pleasure.

I thought of a verse in the bible that addresses this. 
Psalm 31:14-15 - “But I trusted in thee, O Lord: I said, 
Thou art my God. My times are in thy hand: deliver me 
from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that per-
secute me.”

No matter my circumstances, I can trust God for my 
time today, tomorrow and forever. Spring comes, Spring 
goes but nothing changes as far as God is concerned. 
I’m in His hands.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.com

By Joe Mazzella
I realized something this morning: I don’t dance as 

much as I used to. When I was a boy I used to dance 
in the living room while I listened to the radio or my 
Mom’s old records. I would even sing songs to myself 
and dance a bit when I went for walks outside. As I got 
older I went to all the school dances and was never afraid 
to get out on the dance floor and dance. And after I grew 
up and had kids of my own, I had to fight the urge to 
dance when I chaperoned the dances my daughter went 
to. I didn’t want the poor girl to die of embarrassment.

Well, this morning I was doing some light exercises 
trying to get my energy up for the day ahead. I was also 
listening to one of the music channels on my television. 
Suddenly, one of my favorite songs from the 1980’s 
started to play. The beat was fantastic and I felt a surge 
of delight in my heart. I stopped exercising and started 
dancing for the pure joy of it. I laughed and danced and 
spun around to see my three dogs looking at me and 
then each other. I could read their thoughts from the ex-
pressions on their faces: “What is wrong with dad?” I 
laughed even louder and said: “Don’t worry guys. I am 
just dancing!”

I am not sure when I stopped dancing but it must have 
been quite a while to have shocked my dogs the way I 
did. One thing I did know, however, was I felt so good 
when I danced. And I wondered why I had ever stopped. 
I vowed in that moment to keep dancing every chance 
I got.

Never stop dancing. No matter how old you get, no 
matter how feeble you feel, keep dancing. If you can’t 
dance with your body then dance with your heart and 
soul and mind. Few things will give you greater joy. 
God gave us life. God gave us Love. God gave us mu-
sic. And God gave us dancing. Make your entire life a 
dance then. Make it a dance of loving, giving, and shar-
ing. Make it a dance of joy that carries you all the way 
to Heaven.

Ding-A-Ling There Goes Spring

Never Stop Dancing

years are counted differently. 
The report said that West Virginia ranks lower in terms 

of the rate of homelessness than neighboring states. But, 
it also said that West Virginia’s public school students 
rank higher than the national average in homelessness.

Many of these students were reported to live in shel-
ters or in transitional housing or temporary housing, 
such as motels or hotels, or doubled-up with family 
members, according to the assessment. Some reported 
not having a home at all.

While the report broke down key numbers, meanings 
and suggested some ideas to help one of the state’s most 
vulnerable communities, it did not propose a concrete 
plan to address homelessness.

Department of Human Services spokesperson Whit-
ney Wetzel said in an email that, “it will take some time 
for state and community leaders to read and understand 

the report before making policy recommendations based 
on this study.”

The report does suggest improving access to resourc-
es, such as financial support, for those at risk of home-
lessness. 

“Access to benefits prior to becoming homeless may 
help some individuals stay in housing,” the report said. 
“West Virginia could explore how to support this as one 
potential avenue to increase housing stability.” 

The study also found that mental health, addiction, 
chronic illnesses, domestic violence, abusive child-
hoods or traumatic events often lead to homelessness. 

“Individuals described traumatic life events that up-
ended their lives as the precursors to homelessness,” the 
report said. “Physical health conditions – chronic and 
acute – were often identified as the catalyst that resulted 
in homelessness.”

Continued from Page 1SPOTLIGHT



4 - The Clay County Free Press, Thursday, July 25, 2024 	  	   			      					                                                                                                         Thursday, July 25, 2024 The Clay County Free Press - 5

Puzzle Answers Page 2

v i s i t  u s  o n l i n e  a t 
c l a y c o u n t y f r e e p r e s s . c o m

The following events 
happened on these dates 
in West Virginia history. 
To read more, go to e-WV: 
The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

July 24, 1823: Arthur 
Boreman, West Virginia’s 
first governor, was born 
in Waynesburg, Pennsyl-
vania. His family moved 
to Middlebourne, Tyler 
County, when he was still 
an infant.

July 24, 1919: Sam 
Taylor of Mercer County 
became the first West Vir-
ginia State Police trooper. 
During his tenure, Taylor 

tracked moonshiners and 
bootleggers, and helped 
set up new state police de-
tachments.

July 24, 1929: Corne-
lius Charlton was born in 
East Gulf, Raleigh Coun-
ty. Charlton was killed in 
battle during the Korean 
War, and he was honored 
posthumously with the 
Medal of Honor.

July 24, 1942: Actor 
Chris Sarandon was born 
in Beckley. A film, stage 
and television performer, 
some of his credits in-
clude The Nightmare Be-
fore Christmas, The Prin-
cess Bride and an Oscar 
nomination for Dog Day 

Afternoon.
July 24, 1983: Kansas 

City Royals player and 
Glen Dale native George 
Brett was involved in the 
“Pine-Tar Bat Incident.” 
After hitting a game-win-
ning home run against the 
New York Yankees, the 
umpires ruled that Brett’s 
bat contained too much 
pine tar and called him 
out. The ensuing melee at 
home plate is classic base-
ball lore.

July 25, 1864: A colony 
of eight Catholic nuns 
set out from Washing-
ton, D.C., and Frederick, 
Maryland, for Parkers-
burg. The sisters, who cre-
ated a monastery there and 
named it DeSales Heights, 
ran a boarding school 
for young women  for 75 
years.

July 26, 1942: Camp 
Washington-Carver was 
dedicated and opened to 
the public. The camp, 
located at Clifftop, Fay-
ette County, was the first 
statewide 4-H camp for 

African Americans in 
the country. The camp’s 
Great Chestnut Lodge is 
West Virginia’s largest log 
structure.

July 27, 1896: Clark 
Kessinger was born near 
Charleston. He was among 
the most prolific and influ-
ential fiddlers of the 20th 
century, and one of West 
Virginia’s most important 
traditional musicians. 

July 27, 1909: Coach 

“Dyke” Raese was born 
in Davis, Tucker County. 
He directed West Virginia 
University to its first ma-
jor sports national cham-
pionship, winning the 

1942 National Invitation 
Tournament in basketball. 

July 28, 1915: Frankie 
Yankovic was born in 
Davis, Tucker County. 
Yankovic did more to 
popularize polka music 

than any other performer. 
July 29, 1873: Mal-

colm Malachi “Mack” 
Day was born. As sher-
iff of McDowell County, 
he claimed that God had 
called him to enforce 
Prohibition, even arrest-
ing an uncle and his own 
son.

July 29-31, 1915: 
Camp Good Luck, be-
lieved to be the world’s 
first 4-H club encamp-
ment, was held at Elkwa-
ter in southern Randolph 
County.

July 29, 1918: Novel-
ist Mary Lee Settle was 
born in Charleston.Her 
literary reputation rests 
on the “Beulah Quintet,” 
a sequence of five histor-
ical novels spanning four 
centuries.

July 30, 1973: The 
Frederick Hotel in down-
town Huntington closed 
to transient trade. After it 
was built in 1905, it was 
touted as the most ele-
gant hotel between Pitts-
burgh and Cincinnati.
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HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatch-ers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 

HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

SWITCH AND SAVE up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlim-ited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-615-6411

JOBS
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 

844-601-2044

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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FVP BATTERIES! 

BETTER WARRANTY AND LOWER CHECK OUT NEW LINE OF PRICES! 
24FHD-$59.99 

26R-$48.99 

M27-1000ST-$78.99 

34-$56.99 

P48HD-$93.99 

65-$61.99 

78DTSD-$60.99 

96R-$70.99 

Lawn & Garden 

U1L-340V-$40.99 

U1R-300V-$35.99 

ATV 

STARTING AT $44.99-$99.99 

 
 

ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 
 
 

 
➢  
➢  
➢  

 
➢ Tubes of Grease-$4.99 
➢ Hydraulic Oil-1 Gal-$18.99-5 Gal-$74.99-$79.99 
➢ Gear Oil-$8.99-$18.99. 
➢ Fuel Treatment-$2.79-$3.99.                                                                        
➢ Seafoam-$8.99 
➢ Carb & Choke Cleaner-$5.99 
➢ Brake Cleaner-$4.99. 
➢ Oil 5Qt $29.99-$37.99 Up to $5 Off when pay with cash! 
➢ Oil 1 Qt $5.99- $8.99 Up to A $1 off with cash! 
➢ Transmission Fluid-$5.99-$8.99 a Qt. 
➢ AW 32 or 46 Hydraulic Oil-5 Gallon-$59.99 - $68.99. 
➢ 5 qt Mastercraft 5w20 & 5w30 syn blend-$34.99-$38.99 
➢ Stihl Mixing Oil-One Gallon Mix-reg $3.29 Synthetic Mix -$5.99. 
➢ 5Qt Parts Master 5w20 or 5w30-$27.99 

Synthetic Blend-$29.99, Full Synthetic-$35.99 
➢ Bar & chain oil-Gallon-$14.99 
➢ Large selection of Wiper Blades-Price starting at-$10.99-$13.99 
➢ All fluids needed for your car at great prices. 
➢ CALL US FOR BEST PRICES ON CAR PARTS! 

                                                         
Call us for best prices on parts for your car! 

Most parts are in stock or next day! 
We have replacement parts available for your lawn mower 

And chain saws! 
 

 
 
                                

 
 

 
 

     CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
 

2019 Kia Forte-A/C, Cruise, Power Door, Windows & Alloy Wheels, Red   $11,999.00 
2018 Nissan Pathfinder-V6, 4WD, A/C & Cruise, White     $11,999.00 
2015 Ford Taurus SHO-V6, AWD, Many Options, Black       $9,999.00 
2015 Subaru XV Crosstrek- 5 Sp Manual, AWD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver                $8,999.00 
2015 Chevy Spark-5 Speed Manual, A/C & Power Windows, Silver       $4,999.00 
2014 Nissan Frontier-V6, 6 speed manual, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue                 $12,999.00 
2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, Many Options Including A/C Tilt & cruise, Blue              $10,999.00 
2014 Toyota Sienna-V6, Auto, FWD, 8 Passenger, Blue       $8,999.00 
2013 Kia Sorento-V6, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & cruise, Black       $7,999.00 
2011 Chevy Malibu-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver                    $4,999.00 
2010 Ford Taurus SHO-AWD, Auto, Has Many Options, White      $8,999.00 
2010 Chevy Malibu-V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                                        $5,999.00 
2008 Chevy HHR-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                                                    $4,999.00 
2007 Cadillac Escalade-V8, Auto, AWD, A/C, Tilt, Cruise & Many Options, Red    $8,999.00 
2006 Toyota Prius-4dr, Liftback, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                  $7,999.00 
2005 Toyota Prius- Hybrid, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Tan        $4,999.00 
2003 Ford Taurus Wagon-V6, Auto, Deluxe, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Green                        $3,999.00 
 

304-286-4671 
304-286-3802 

 
     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

2013 Kia Sorento 

 

2015 Subaru Crosstrek 

 

2010 Ford Taurus 

 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

 
 
 
 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
VEHICLE TIRE 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 205-55-16 HR $84.99 
THUNDERER MACH 1 PLUS 205-55-16 HR $79.99 

MASTERCRAFT SRT 205-60-16 HR $94.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 205-70-16 HR $119.99 
HANKOOK KENERGY PT 205-70-16 HR$124.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 215-60-16 TR $94.99 
IRONMAN MOVE PT HR 216-60-16 $84.99 

MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS HR 215-70-16 $119.99 
IRONMAN MOVE GEN 2 AS 225-60-16 HR $89.99 

HANKOOK KENERGY PT 225-60-16 TR $129.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 265-75-16 TR $149.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-60-17 TR $135.99 
MASTERCRAFT SRT 225-65-17 TR $124.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-65-17 TR $124.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 235-55-17 HR $135.99 

LINGLONG CROSSWIND AT 265-70-17 TR $139.99 
TRAIL GUIDE AT 265-70-17 TR $124.99 

MULTI MILE TOUR CSX 245-60-18 TR $159.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 265-65-18 TR $199.99 

MASTERCRAFT TRAIL AT 275-60-20 TR $199.99 
 

TRAILER TIRES 
TRAILER KING-205-75-15 8 PR $69.99 

TRAILER KING-225-75-15 10 PR $85.99 
ATV TIRES 

CARLISLE 489 25-8-12 4 PR $109.99 
CARLISLE 489 25-10-12 4 PR $114.99 

CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-8-12 6 PR $119.99 
CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-10-12 6 PR $129.99 

 
ALL PRICES ARE CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE MOUNT & BALANCE 
FREE TIRE ROTATION DOWN TO 2/32 TREAD 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH AVAILIBILTY 
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETETERS PRICE ON SAME TIRE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

FEATURE VEHICLE 
 

 
 

2019 KIA FORTE 
 
 

   Air Coditioning, alloy wheels, interval 
wipers, cd player, cruise control, power door 

locks and windows! 
 

 
$11,999.00 

 
 

Great in-store deals! 
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LEGAL

LEGAL

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

Legal 2 col x 1”
0725

PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMEND-
MENT: Appearing on the ballot for the 2024 General Election sched-
uled for November 5, 2024, is a proposed amendment to the West 
Virginia Constitution as authorized by HJR 28 (2024 Regular Ses-
sion). The title of the proposed amendment is “Protection of persons 
against medically assisted suicide” and its summary purpose is “to 
protect West Virginians against medically assisted suicide.”

Legal 2 col x 1-3/4”
0718 0725

NOTICE OF CHANGE
CLAY COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

PRECINCT POLLING PLACE CHANGES
Notice is hereby given to the registered voters of Clay County that the 
Clay County Commission did permanently move the following precincts.
PRECINCT-1 HARRISON will now be located at Walnut Grove 
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 2028 Wilson Ridge Road, 
Strange Creek, WV 25063. PRECINCT-25 IVYDALE will now 
be located at Big Otter Volunteer Fire Department, 5462 Big Otter 
Highway, Ivydale WV 25113. PRECINCT-36 BOMONT will now 
be located at Horner’s Fork Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 5815 
Procious Maysel Road, Procious, WV 25164. If you need directions 
to the new voting place or have any questions, please call the Clay 
County Clerk at 304-587-4259. 

Property For Sale: This is a notice offering four (4) property lots for sale, 
approximately 2.5 miles down the Hartland access road to Elkhurst, WV. All 
lots are adjacent to one another and located within the proposed Elk river State 
Park. These lots include (1) 39.12 ac. riverfont property-1,035 ft. included, (2) 
5 ac. riverfront property-1,020 ft. included, (3) 1 ac. riverfront included, (4) 
50ac. of 61 ac. tract, riverfront included. Only those seriously interested need 
to contact email address beechy48@yahoo.com.

The 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline has expanded ser-
vices and continued to answer millions of calls, texts, 
and chats from people experiencing mental health or 
substance use crises since its launch on July 16, 2022, 
the agency heads for the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS), Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), and the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs (VA) announced today.   HHS has invested 
nearly $1.5 billion into 988 as part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s comprehensive strategy to address the 
nation’s mental health and substance use crises.

“Thanks to unprecedented federal funding provided 
by the Biden-Harris Administration, we’re connecting 
more people to help than ever before,” said HHS Sec-
retary Xavier Becerra. “We’re connecting them faster 
and with more personalized services, which are critical 
for helping people in crisis. We know that 988 is saving 
lives and helping millions of people. I hope anyone who 
feels alone, or that they are without options, knows that 
988 is there to help.”

“The Biden-Harris Administration remains commit-
ted to transforming our behavioral health system and 
reducing rates of suicide across the country. At the heart 
of our strategy is 988, the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline,” 
said HHS Deputy Secretary Andrea Palm. “We have 
worked to champion a “no wrong door” strategy for ac-
cessing help for mental health, but it’s clear there are 
still a lot of people who feel they have run out of op-
tions. My message to those who are struggling: you are 
not alone, we hear you, and we are here to help. 988 
is an important resource and anyone who needs help 
should reach out.”

Since 988’s launch in July 2022, counselors answered 
more than 10 million calls, texts, and chats from peo-
ple looking for help with suicidal thoughts and mental 
health and substance use-related crises. Of the 10 mil-
lion contacts answered in the past two years, 1.7 million 
were texts – with 988 answering 51% more texts in the 
past 12 months than the year before.

Since 988’s launch in July 2022, counselors answered 
more than 10 million calls, texts, and chats from peo-
ple looking for help with suicidal thoughts and mental 
health and substance use-related crises. Of the 10 mil-
lion contacts answered in the past two years, 1.7 million 
were texts – with 988 answering 51% more texts in the 
past 12 months than the year before.

“Our Veterans Crisis Line connects veterans to car-
ing, qualified responders 24/7 – and two years ago, we 
made it even easier for veterans in crisis and their loved 
ones to reach out for help by launching 988 then Press 
1,” said VA Secretary Denis McDonough. “One veteran 
lost to suicide is too many. We’re supporting more vet-
erans than ever through the 988 initiative and will not 
rest in our continued efforts to spread the word that this 
resource is available and saves lives.”

On July 16, 2022, the U.S. transitioned to 988 as a 
new, easy-to-remember way for anyone needing sup-

port to reach a trained crisis counselor at any time, day 
or night. More than 200 contact centers across the coun-
try provide support through 988. Significant invest-
ments in 988 at all levels have helped states, territories, 
and tribes to hire crisis counselors for improved local 
response, ensure national backup, and expand services.

In 2023, 988  added Spanish text and chat, special-
ized services for LGBTQI+ youth and young adults, 
and  videophone for American Sign Language (ASL) 
users. Individuals who speak Spanish can connect di-
rectly to Spanish-speaking crisis counselors by calling 
988 and pressing option 2, texting “Ayuda” to 988, or 
chatting online at 988lineadevida.org. LGBTQI+ youth 
and young adults who want to connect with a counselor 
specifically focused on meeting their needs can text 
“Pride” to 988, call 988 and select option 3, or access 
the service via chat on 988lifeline.org.

Since these expansions of services, 988 counselors 
have answered about 20,000 Spanish-language chats 
and texts; more than 475,000 LGBTQI+ youth and 
young adult texts, calls, and chats; and about 20,000 
videophone contacts in ASL.

Later this year, georouting technology is expected to 
help improve cell phone users’ connectivity to local ser-
vices, by routing 988 callers and texters based on their 
approximate physical location versus area code. HHS 
has been working with the major U.S. wireless carri-
ers to launch georouting this year, so that callers can be 
connected to centers that are better equipped to provide 
nearby resources and services. Georouting allows call-
ers to maintain additional privacy because, unlike geolo-
cation, it does not provide a precise location. Earlier this 
year, the FCC issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
to require 988 georouting - PDF to be implemented for 
all wireless calls to the 988 Lifeline. Georouting re-
fers to technical solutions that enable calls to be routed 
based on the location of the caller without transmitting 
the caller’s precise location information.

“This milestone shines a light on the need for vital 
behavioral health services across the country. From 
implementing the easy-to-remember 3-digit code, to 
requiring text-to-988, to reporting outages, the FCC’s 
efforts have advanced 988 as a valuable place to seek 
help, no matter who you are or where you live,” said 
FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel. “That’s why 
our continued efforts to improve 988 are so important. 
Next up is a georouting solution that will make it pos-
sible for callers in crisis to get help near where they are, 
instead of just based on the area code of their device. 
This will protect privacy while also ensuring that those 
who reach out to 988 can get connected to a local crisis 
center when and where they need it. This is critical for 
students away from family and friends, those who have 
recently relocated, and anyone who has a number that 
does not correlate with where they are when they need 
assistance in crisis.”

“Two years ago, we successfully transitioned to the 

988 Lifeline with a message of hope: that no matter 
where you live in this country, whenever you’re expe-
riencing a mental health or substance use crisis, or any 
other kind of emotional distress, you can reach a trained, 
compassionate crisis counselor for help 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week by phone, text, or chat,” said HHS 
Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance 
Use and leader of SAMHSA Miriam E. Delphin-Ritt-
mon, Ph.D. “Many people are thriving and leading ful-
filling lives today because they reached out and got the 
help that 988 provides.”

HHS’s $1.5 billion investment into 988 includes 
funding from President Biden’s American Rescue Plan 
and Bipartisan Safer Communities Act and supports the 
President’s Unity Agenda to address the mental health 
crisis. Much of that investment has gone directly to 
states, territories, and tribes to hire crisis counselors 
and improve local response, totaling nearly $370 mil-
lion in grants that were awarded in fiscal years 2022 
and 2023. More than $200 million in additional grants 
will be awarded in fiscal year 2024 to support states, 
territories, and tribes as they continue to build out lo-
cal capacity for crisis services and connect with more 
people in need.

Federal funding has also been used to bolster the na-
tional backup system so that anyone, no matter where 
they live, can reach a caring, trained counselor for help. 
The national backup network ensures that all contacts to 
988 are able to be answered, regardless of a state’s local 
capacity, as long as the person stays on the line.

Studies have shown that after speaking with a trained 
crisis counselor, most callers feel more hopeful and less 
depressed, suicidal and overwhelmed.

988 is a critical part of the Biden-Harris Administra-
tion’s work to transform the mental health crisis contin-
uum as part of the President’s Unity Agenda. In addition 
to dramatically expanding 988, the Administration has 
also advanced comprehensive 24/7 crisis care, includ-
ing mobile crisis support, in the Medicare and Medic-
aid programs and has led the development of the most 
robust National Strategy for Suicide Prevention in his-
tory, issuing a federal action plan with more than 200 
concrete steps the government will take over the next 
three years to reduce suicide rates.

SAMHSA’s 2022 National Survey on Drug Use and 
Health - PDF reported that 13.2 million adults and 3.4 
million adolescents aged 12 to 17 had serious thoughts 
of suicide in the past year, and 48.7 million people aged 
12 or older had a substance use disorder in the past year. 
Almost 50,000 people in the United States died by sui-
cide in 2022.

If you or someone you know is struggling or in crisis, 
help is available. Call or text 988 or chat at 988lifeline.
org. To learn how to get support for mental health, drug or 
alcohol issues, visit FindSupport.gov. If you are ready to 
locate a treatment facility or provider, you can go directly 
to FindTreatment.gov or call 800-662-HELP (4357).

The West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture and 
History (WVDACH) is currently accepting submis-
sions for the 2024 West Virginia Emerging Artists 
Juried Exhibition through Sept. 6, 2024. The exhibit 
will open Nov. 3 at the Culture Center, State Capitol 
Complex, in Charleston.

Eligible artists may submit two pieces for the ex-
hibit jurying in painting, print/drawing, mixed me-
dia, craft/wall hangings, photography, digital art and 
sculpture. The pieces that are entered must have been 
created between 2022 and 2024. Digital images, not 

original pieces, are submitted for the jurying process.
To be eligible to enter the exhibition, artists must 

be 18 years of age or older and maintain a perma-
nent domicile in West Virginia. Exceptions to this 
requirement are made for students and military per-
sonnel who have West Virginia resident status and a 
home address in the state. Entrants must be listed on 
the West Virginia Artists’ Registry or must submit 
information for the registry along with the submis-
sions for this exhibition. To register, submit a CD/
DVD or USB memory stick with six examples of 

current work to the department by the exhibition’s 
entry date.

The Department will present three awards for the 
exhibition. The Best of Show/Purchase Award will 
receive $1,000. Second place will receive $500, and 
third place will receive $250. 

For more information and to print out an entry 
form, go to  https://bit.ly/24EmergingArtist. To re-
quest an Artists’ Register form, contact Sidney Dun-
can, WVDACH exhibits coordinator, at (304) 558-
0220 or Sidney.L.Duncan@wv.gov.

Now in Its Second Year, 988 Lifeline Continues to Help Millions of People
Since the launch of 988 counselors answered more than 10 million calls, texts, and chats; 

HHS has invested almost $1.5 billion into 988 as part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s 
comprehensive strategy to address the nation’s mental health and substance use crises

Department of Arts, Culture and History Accepting Applications 
for 2024 West Virginia Emerging Artists Juried Exhibition
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59th Appalachian  59th Appalachian  
Arts & Crafts Fair Arts & Crafts Fair 

August 2nd & 3rdAugust 2nd & 3rd
10 am -6 pm10 am -6 pm

Over 80 vendors featuring artisans  
works in pottery, leather, macrame,  

glass, silver, coal jewelry, wood turners,  
quilters and so much more!  

 Plus food vendors,  
face painting,  

cloggers &  
live music! 

The Beckley-Raleigh County 
Convention Center.

200 Armory Dr., Beckley, WV 25801

$4 WEEKEND PASSES 
AVAILABLE

Please call the Chamber  
for more details @ 

304.252.7328

By Allen Hamrick
What is one common activity that binds 

most people together in the summer? It 
isn’t the great outdoors as we hike our 
favorite trails; it isn’t the boats we board 
and head to our favorite fishing spots.  
It’s not that new bike we just bought to 
ride all the miles of trails or the side by 
side trails that cover this state.  If you are 
living in West Virginia, it seems that the 
yellow jackets have taken over this year. 
No matter where you go, the ground is 
covered with them and hornets.  They 
have been playing havoc on those unfor-
tunate beings that have uncovered their 
hideouts.  From high in the mountains to 
the low lands, there are yellow jackets 
aplenty.  These small yet mighty winged 
creatures can scare the hair off the head 
of the toughest individual.  I have seen 
people who have been swarmed with 
the insect run wildly, flailing their arms 
and screaming as if they were being torn 
apart.  Their very low sounding hum is 
enough to be background effects on a hor-
ror movie.  People are getting surrounded 
in their homes, fearful to go outside due 
to the possibility of stumbling upon one 
of the many nests they build.  Nests are 
in the ground, on porch overhangs, inside 
kayaks, under porch swings, and remem-
ber that tarp you folded and laid up for 
future use?  Make sure you check it first.  
For the most part, the buzzing yellow 
jackets are staying close to the ground, 
on flowers and dog waste.

There is a lot of speculation as to 
why the swarms of yellow jackets have 
seemed to double or triple from last year.  
I have heard people say that they have 
never seen yellow jackets as bad as they 
are and attempt to try and justify the rea-
son to today’s political climate.   Hon-
estly, the yellow jackets are worse this 
season; you don’t dare go without shoes 
or you will get a pedicure yellow jacket 
style. If and when they get up your pants 
leg, look out.  Saint Vitus dance takes 
on a new meaning and all reasoning 
leaves your mind as they sting where you 
can’t reach.  You run and twitch, wildly 
screaming in a language known only to 
your ancestors all the while attempting to 

get your pants off while looking for the 
nearest hole of water or water hose.  It 
happens every year, but this year it seems 
different. Some believe it is the heralding 
of a winter of biblical proportions that we 
won’t be able to dig out of as the yellow 
jackets get prepared as they are for the 
winter of 2024.  They have been thick 
enough in the yard to walk on and can fly 
circles around your head while dodging 
your cat like reflexes.  People are arming 
themselves with the latest can of Hot Shot 
or some other wasp and hornet spray just 
to get to their vehicles or to keep from 
being chased back into the house.  One 
poor fellow built a new outhouse com-
plete with fan, lights, mosquito netting 
and wall to wall carpeting but forgot to 
check under the lid.  By the time he real-
ized raising the lid was a bad idea, the 
yellow jackets relieved him of his reason 
for being there. Anytime you see as many 
yellow jackets covering the yard as they 
are now, you better be watchful they can 
turn on you like a starving wolf.

So, here is the scuttlebutt on why there 
is so many this season.  Mild winters al-
low the yellow jackets to survive and due 
to the heat this summer, the yellow jack-
ets have flourished with more nests and 
more bees.  The nests have grown in size 
and the numbers of worker bees have tri-
pled.   As the summer wears on, the bees 
are looking for protein to feed the young 
- whether it’s meat from food scraps or 
insects.  When that is over, they become 
aggressive to humans because their hab-
its and tastes change.  They are now after 
anything sweet they can get to feed their 
own bellies.  If they know where they 
can get easy food, that’s where they stay 
and continue to build nests. The nest they 
build will hold the next spring’s queen 
bee.  It is really a necessity to get rid of 
the nests.  Most worker bees will die dur-
ing the first cold snap, and the males and 
females spend the winter in their hideout 
and emerge around your house the next 
spring.  Sometimes, if you’re a brave 
sort, you can track a yellow jacket to its 
nest and then destroy the nest.  However, 
most that live in West Virginia have had 
to kill out a nest, so we know if we don’t 

do it right, we may become part of the 
swarm.  

Basically, the hotter it is, the more 
there are and the more aggressive they 
are.  Winters are not like they used to be, 
so unless we get a few rough winters, the 
bees will become our nearest neighbor.  If 
you can’t find the nest, there is a good op-
tion for controlling the bees and getting 
them away from the barbecue.  Take a 2 
liter bottle, cut the top off and turn the top 
upside down back into the bottle body 

forming a funnel of sorts.  Take either 
dog food or cat food and place half a can 
in the bottom of the bottle.  Spread a little 
bit on the entrance of the funnel hole and 
place the bottle in a nuisance area. They 
can’t resist it; they fly in, eat and then 
can’t get out - works like a charm.  It will 
last a couple of days, until either full or 
too pungent.  Like it or not, they are here 
to stay, and it is the one thing that binds 
all people together - our summer war for 
independence against the yellow jacket.

By Allen Hamrick
Bigfoot is a name recognized by the 

world and yet believed by few.  Report-
ed evidence suggests that the Bigfoot or 
Sasquatch does truly exist in this country.  
Many have said they have seen him or her 
lurking through the woods and have mea-
sured footprints from 20 to 30 inches long.  
Campers have heard screams in dark 
woods that curled their blood and would 
drive fear into the hearts of anybody.  For 
most people who are not believers, they 
wonder what others were smoking at the 
time. So does Bigfoot truly exist? Could 
he perhaps exist in the darker hollers of 
Clay County along dank streams or per-
haps come to the river’s edge to catch a 
glimpse of us?  Some believe so.  Bigfoot 

comes in many shapes and sizes, and each 
country has their own version of the beast.  
I guess the question that would beg an an-
swer is if it was not true, why are there 
so many books written about him.  Why 
are there so many museums and monu-
ments erected in his honor?  They say just 
because you don’t see something doesn’t 
mean it doesn’t exist…which is true.  No 
matter what, the idea of Bigfoot is a part 
of our culture and is a household name.  
So, the summer enrichment woodworking 
class is honoring the beast by carving a ten 
and a half foot tall Clay County Bigfoot 
that will weigh in at nearly a ton.   It isn’t 
complete yet, but will be soon and will be 
out there for all to see who dare enter the 
domain of Bigfoot.

Somewhere, they’re watching

Clay County “Squatch”

A good DIY yellow jacket trap

The war on Yellow Jackets
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