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The deadly infectious disease is spreading in ru-
ral counties, and local health departments don’t have 
enough money and resources to find cases and connect 
people to treatment. State lawmakers have a big role in 
creating both problems.

by Allen Siegler
This story was originally published by Mountain 

State Spotlight. Get stories like this delivered to your 
email inbox once a week; sign up for the free newsletter 
at https://mountainstatespotlight.org/newsletter.

As West Virginia towns were dealing with the fallout 
of being flooded with prescription painkillers in the late 
2010s, Dr. Anita Stewart recognized that people with 
opioid addictions were at risk of HIV.

Prescription pills became harder to get, leading many 
people to switch to injecting heroin and fentanyl. Stew-
art knew they needed clean syringes and needles to be 
protected from developing one of the  deadliest infec-
tious diseases in American history. 

“Not having the supplies is why they’re at risk of 
HIV,” said Stewart, the top doctor at the Nicholas Coun-
ty Health Department. 

And her fear appears to be coming to pass. Over the 

past 18 months, she said health workers have detected at 
least four positive HIV cases in Nicholas County. 

“We’ve never had a cluster here, and we haven’t had 
a new case of HIV in several years,” she said. “Until 
last year.”

In 2021,  epidemiologists warned of rural HIV 
spread after West Virginia lawmakers passed a bill  re-
stricting how  harm reduction programs could oper-
ate,  leading many syringe service programs to close. 
Now, another legislative decision — the low levels of 
state funding for local health departments — is making 
the ability to respond to that disease spread difficult. 

Lawmakers  have underfunded  West Virginia’s local 
health departments for years and made cuts earlier this 
year. Although the state health department recently re-
stored the funds to last year’s level, county health agen-
cies are receiving around as much state budget money as 
they were 15 years ago. 

That limited budget means that Stewart and the 
Nicholas County Health Department can no longer af-
ford rapid HIV tests, which are important for identify-
ing people with HIV and connecting them with treat-
ment. She’s now unsure of whether, like in other parts 
of the state, Nicholas County has more undiagnosed 

people with the disease.
“How many other cases are out there that you don’t 

know about?” She asked. 
Across the state, county health agencies already 

lacked the money needed to prevent and treat HIV, said 
Greg Puckett, a member of the West Virginia Public 
Health Advisory Committee and a Mercer County com-
missioner.

Combined with laws that give politicians more pow-
er to dictate health decisions, he said this is the opposite 
of what West Virginia needs to address the consequenc-
es of the overdose epidemic. 

“We have massive amounts of HIV that is undocu-
mented,” Puckett said. “I’m 100% confident of it, be-
cause we are not testing enough.”

But it could be difficult to convince lawmakers to ad-
dress the situation. Sen. Tom Takubo, the Republican 
Senate Majority Leader and a Kanawha County pulmo-
nologist, said local health departments running out of 
money to prevent and treat HIV needs to be fixed. 

But he said not all his colleagues would agree with 
him. 

“They just don’t like public health or something,” he 
said. “I can’t speak for other legislators, but I think we 

Mountain State Spotlight: Rural West Virginia health 
departments are struggling to stop the spread of HIV amidst 

restrictions and underfunding

Nadia Ramlagan
As the economy continues to struggle with inflation 

and ongoing fears of a potential recession, a  new re-
port found the nation’s labor market will add more good 
jobs in the next decade.

Skilled trades will offer solid career pathways and are 
even more promising due to massive public and corpo-
rate investment in infrastructure and the transition to 
green energy.

Artem Gulish, senior federal policy adviser in the 
Center on Education and the Workforce at Georgetown 
University and co-author of the report, said most good 
jobs will require bachelor’s degrees or specialized cre-
dentials.

“Sixty-six percent of good jobs will go to workers with 
a bachelor’s degree or higher, and 15% will go to work-
ers with a high school diploma or less,” Gulish reported.

A good job is defined as paying at least $43,000 a 
year and a median annual salary of $74,000 for work-
ers age 25 to 44. West Virginia is among five states with 
the  greatest expected share  of jobs for workers with a 
high school diploma or less, according to data from the 
Center.

The mass exit of baby boomers from the workforce 
and artificial intelligence in the coming decade will 
cause shifts in many sectors of the economy. Gulish 
pointed out blue-collar jobs such as construction, health 
care, maintenance and repair will increasingly require 

postsecondary training.
“Those jobs are increasingly going to be shifting to 

middle-skills workers with more specialized skills,” Gul-
ish emphasized.

The report also pointed to job quality beyond salary 
in the future jobs landscape, including access to health 
care plans and retirement benefits. The data show 89% 
of workers in the highest wage bracket have access to 
health care plans and retirement benefits, compared 
with only 30% of workers in the lowest bracket. Flex-
ible work schedules and access to wellness programs are 
more common among in higher-income jobs.

Support for this reporting was provided by Lumina 
Foundation.

Report: Percentage of good jobs, skilled trades to increase over next decade

Dr. Anita Stewart, the Nicholas County health officer, sitting at her office. Photo by Allen 
Siegler.

The 2024 Clay County Golden Deli-
cious Apple Festival is fast approach-
ing, and will be held from Thursday, 
Sept. 19 through Sunday, Sept. 22. The 
schedule of events is as follows (subject 
to change):

Thursday, September 19:
6 pm- Opening Ceremonies, Flag 

Raising and Star Spangled Banner
6 pm- Queen’s Coronation Ceremo-

ny, Amusement rides open, Quilt Show 
winners announced

7 pm- First Responders Parade

8 to 10 pm- Open Mic Night

Friday, September 20:
9 am- Flag Raising
9 am- Business Decorating contest 

registration
10 am- Big Otter Elementary Choir
10:30 am- Clay Elementary Choir
11 am- Clay Middle School Choir
1130 am- Clay Middle School Band
11 am to 6 pm- Quilt Show at the 

Health Department
12 pm- Apple Belle Ceremony
12 pm- Amusement Rides Open

The CCHS Alumni Luncheon 
will be held on Wednesday, Sept. 
18, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Carol’s CrossRoads Best Fam-
ily Restaurant in Maysel, Clay 
County. RSVP to Quincy Potas-
nik at 304-549-8203. Everyone 
is responsible for paying for their 
own food. 

Here’s what to expect: eat good 

food, meet up with old classmates, 
meet new friends, reminisce, and 
laugh A LOT. 

You’re encouraged to bring 
memorabilia, stories, and a smile 
to share with everyone. If you are 
a CCHS graduate, attended Clay 
County schools, or had parents or 
grandparents who attended, you 
are invited!

CCHS Alumni Luncheon 
scheduled Sept. 18

Golden Delicious Apple Festival 
Schedule released

Senate Majority Leader Tom Takubo, R-Kanawha, during a Senate Health Committee 
meeting on Feb. 14, 2023. Photo by Will Price/WV Legislature
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Clay COUNTY

Braxton COUNTY

nicholas COUNTY

nicholas COUNTY

I want to thank all the men that removed the 
tree that fell on the fence at the W C Markle Cem-
etery on Blueknob. I got a call and when we got 
up there it had already been cleared away and 
cleaned up.  I just want all of you to know how 
much we appreciated it and thank you so very 
very much. 

 -Susan Markle Wolfe

Thank you

The Birch River PSD will hold its regular monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, September 10, at 9:00 a.m., at the 
PSD office in Birch River.

Clay Roane Public Service District: Per motion passed 
on Feb. 15, 2024, the Board Meeting dates and times 
have changed to the following: Regular Board meet-
ings shall be held each third Monday of every month 
at 6 p.m. via the online Zoom website. Except for the 
months of September and December which will be held 
in person at the office of Clay Roane PSD, same date 
and time.

The Clay County Middle School afterschool program 

is still seeking donated sewing machines. If you have 
a working portable sewing machine that you no longer 
need and would like to donate to a beginning sewist, 
please drop it off at the Clay County Library earmarked 
for the CCMS sewing class. The manual would be great 
to have with the machine. Please, include your contact 
information. In the case that the class is too small for 
the number of machines that may be donated, leave a 
note saying what you want done with it. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main 
Street in Clay is open to serve the public every Monday 
and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Jonathan Eugene Moore
Booked 8/28/24

DUI, no insurance

Adam Dwayne Parsons
Booked 8/26/24

Driving SRO third

Evelyn Flortasha Petry
Booked 8/26/24

Conspiracy, burglary

Ira Keith Strickland
Booked 8/30/24

Wanton endangerment, pro-
hibited person with firearm

Sarah Jean Pennington
Booked 8/30/24
Bond violation

Michael Scott Taylor
Booked 9/1/24

Possession of meth, DUI 
second offense

Melissa Sue Alderman
Booked 8/30/24

Possession with intent

Lucky Dewitt Barber
Booked 8/27/24

Fugitive from justice

Michael Timothy Clevenger
Booked 8/28/24

Probation violation

Kimberly Michelle Crites
Booked 9/1/24

Capias, failure to appear

Christopher Don Hankins
Booked 8/30/24

Capias

Jesse James Nelson
Booked 8/26/24

Family court capias

Jeremy Stephen Duckworth
Booked 8/27/24

Capias

Paul Lee Johnson
Booked 8/26/24
Terroristic threat

Susan Meeling Nichols
Booked 8/31/24

DUI

Brandon Nicholas Ross
Booked 8/30/24

Trespassing, destruction of 
property, assault

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

Your Ad 
Could Be 

Here!

Call us at  
304-647-5724
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Dr. James L. Snyder
For the first time in my life, I’ve been having health 

issues. It was nothing serious, but just enough to be ag-
gravating.

The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage has been very 
helpful with my medical issues. She arranges all of the 
medicine I’m supposed to take every day; otherwise, I 
probably wouldn’t take any.

She often asks me, “How are you today?”
I look at her, smile, and say, “I’m fine.”
“No, you are not fine. Now take your medicine.”
Obviously, she doesn’t think I’m fine, but I guess I’m 

fine with that.
My health issues are very superficial, at least from my 

perspective. I get up in the morning, eat everything I can 
get a hold of, take a little nap in the afternoon, and do 
whatever I want to do.

No matter what I do or don’t do, I am still “not fine,” 
according to The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage.

When I have a doctor’s appointment, she usually ac-
companies me because she knows I will not remember 
anything the doctor says. Of course, she is absolutely 
truthful about that. I hear what my doctor is saying, but 
I’m not always listening to what he says. The only thing 
I hear from the doctor is, “You’re doing fine; keep up 
the good work.”

Most health issues had to do with getting old. The 
older you get, the more your body seems to wear out. 
So, I’m going to continue getting as old as I can, even if 
it means hobbling down the road of life.

I noticed something rather interesting. Whenever I go 
to see a doctor, he or she is always looking for what’s 
wrong with me. I never had a doctor examine me to find 
something that was right with me.

I know what that means, of course. If there’s nothing 
wrong with me, the doctor has no job. If he does find 
something wrong, no matter how small, he at least has 
a job.

Several years ago, before I had these health issues, 
I went to my doctor every year for an annual checkup. 
Every time I went, the doctor ended the session by say-
ing, “Somebody your age should have something wrong 
with them.” He was always trying to find something 
wrong with me. It’s a good thing I wasn’t seeing a psy-
chiatrist.

I remember something happening at one of my yearly 
visits to the doctor. It was on a Monday, and the day be-
fore, I had an episode of shingles on the right side of my 
body. At the time, I didn’t know what it was.

When I went to see the doctor on Monday, I showed 
him some of the marks on my right arm, and I’ve never 
seen my doctor so excited.

He said, “Let me examine that. Something must be 

wrong.”
Well, he examined it and re-examined it, and every 

time he examined it, his smile got bigger and bigger. 
Then, after his examination, he said, “You have been hit 
with the shingles.”

Of course, I didn’t know what that meant at the time, 
but he explained it, and every other sentence was a gig-
gle. I’m one patient who never had anything wrong with 
them and finally has something wrong with him. That’s 
what my doctor lives for.

That was over five years ago, and it seems like my 
health went downhill after that. Not too much, just 
enough to be aggravating. I did spend several days in 
the hospital. I had a heart attack and had to have a stent 
put in. I had the Covid episode, which kept me locked in 
my house for two weeks.

In spite of all of that, I seem to be getting back to some 
good health. I still have to have regular six-month physi-
cal checkups. I have a series of doctors that I have to see, 
and that just is life.

Last week, for example, I had my six-month appoint-
ment to see my heart doctor. I had some tests taken a 
week before, and he was going to review them for me at 
this appointment.

He went through all of the regular processes, exam-
ined my report, and finally, he was finished. As he was 
closing up my file, he simply said, “Sir, you are good.”

I looked at him and said, “What did you say doctor?”
“I said, you were good.”
Looking at him and then back at my wife, who was 

with me, I said, “Doctor, could you repeat that last word 
for me so my wife can hear it?”

He looked at me, my wife, and then laughed and said, 
“good.”

I looked over at my wife, who was not smiling then, 
and said, “My dear, did you hear what the doctor said? 
Do you need the doctor to repeat it?”

Looking at me with no smile, she said, “I heard every-
thing the doctor said.”

As we left the doctor’s office, I smiled and said as I 
walked out, “I’m good.” Let’s see how The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage can handle that one.

For many years my favorite Bible verse has been, 
Proverbs 17:22, “A merry heart doeth good like a medi-
cine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones”

I realize there are many problems in life, but my focus 
should not be on that, but on the God who is bigger than 
any problem I might have. My faith in God creates a 
merry heart in my life.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website 
www.jamessnyderministries.com

By Joe Mazzella
On cold, winter nights when I was a boy my Mom 

would often let me help her make popcorn to eat while 
we watched television. Mom made it the old fashioned 
way too. She would grab a cast iron skillet and light the 
stove beneath it. Then she would pour in a splash of oil 
and add a dollop of butter. Next she would sprinkle in a 
big handful of kernels from the popcorn bag. Together 
we would wait, listening to the oil sizzle until we heard 
the first kernels popping. Then we would grab the skillet 
and lid and shake them over the fire to keep the popcorn 
from burning. Shake, shake, shake and pop, pop, pop 
until the skillet was full to overflowing. Finally, Mom 
would pour it all into a huge bowl and shake salt all 
over it.

After this we would all sit down in the living room, 
Dad in his recliner, Nana in her chair by the stove, and 
me, Mom, and my brothers on the couch. There was al-
ways enough popcorn for everyone and Mom even let 
me crunch on the kernels that didn’t quite finish pop-
ping.

The funny thing is I can’t really remember a single 
one of the programs that we watched on TV on those 
nights. They are all just a blur to me. What I can re-
member clearly, however, is the smell of the popcorn, 
the warmth of the bowl on my lap, the delicious taste 
of it, and most of all the joy I felt with Mom cuddled 
up next to me. I felt so loved, so safe, and so happy. 
There with my family all seemed right with the world. 
We didn’t have a huge home, a lot of money, or even 
fancy snacks from the store but we had Love and that 
was all we needed.

In the end I think it is those little, shared moments of 
Love that give life meaning. They are God’s gift to us. 
They are our gift to each other. They are the only things 
we will take with us when we leave this world. Cher-
ish every one of them. Fill your life with them. Because 
every time you do, you create a little bit of Heaven right 
here on Earth.

Doctor, Could You Repeat That?

Little, Shared 
Moments Of Love

The following events happened on these dates in West 
Virginia history. To read more, go to e-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

Sept. 4, 1862: General Albert G. Jenkins and his men 
crossed the Ohio River and became the first to raise the 
Confederate flag on Ohio soil during the Civil War.

Sept. 4, 1894: Jessie Maynard was born in William-
son. Two of her husbands were killed in violent inci-
dents during the Mine Wars: Cabell Testerman during 
the shootout at Matewan in 1920 and Sid Hatfield on the 
steps of the McDowell County Courthouse a year later.

Sept. 5, 1861:  Sutton was occupied by 5,000 Union 
troops.Later in 1861, Gen. Rosecrans bivouacked 
10,000 Union troops there, including a future president, 
William McKinley. 

Sept. 5, 1936: Baseball hall of famer Bill Mazeroski 
was born in Wheeling. He played all 17 years of his ca-
reer for the Pittsburgh Pirates. His walk-off home run to 
win the 1960 World Series over the New York Yankees 
is one of the most famous moments in baseball history.

Sept. 6, 1875: Members of the notorious James Gang 
allegedly robbed the Bank of Huntington and got away 
on horseback. The robbery spawned a host of legends, 
including stories about outlaw Frank James – brother of 
Jesse James – hiding out in Wayne County.

Sept. 6, 1942: Award-winning woodcarver, dancer, 
playwright, and educator Jude Binder was born in Mary-
land. In 1982, she founded Heartwood in the Hills, a 
school for the arts in Calhoun County. For two decades, 
she also has been Charleston’s “FestivALL Princess.”

Sept. 6, 1980: The new Mountaineer Field opened in 

Morgantown with a 41-27 win over Cincinnati. It was 
the first game for new coach Don Nehlen, who would 
become the most successful coach in West Virginia Uni-
versity history.

Sept. 7, 1808: Peter Godwin Van Winkle was born in 
New York City. In 1863, Van Winkle was elected as one 
of the first two U.S. senators from the new state of West 
Virginia.

Sept. 7, 1848: Christopher Harrison Payne was born 
in Monroe County. In 1896, Payne became the state’s 
first Black legislator when he was elected to the House 
of Delegates from Fayette County.

Sept. 7, 1937: Photographer Arnout “Sonny” Hyde Jr. 
was born in Bluefield. His images of nature and people 
appeared in magazines, books and calendars throughout 
the U.S. and Europe.

Sept. 8, 1862: Confederate raiders led by Gen. Albert 
G. Jenkins, a Cabell County native, rode into Barbours-
ville. They skirmished with the enemy and then rode 
into Wayne, Logan and Raleigh counties. 

Sept. 8, 1947: Morris Harvey College (now Univer-
sity of Charleston) moved to its current location on the 
south side of the Kanawha River. 

Sept. 9, 1839: Anderson “Devil Anse” Hatfield was 
born in Mingo County. He was the patriarch of the Hat-
field family and their leader during the Hatfield-McCoy 
feud.
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Capito: Senate Passes Bipartisan 2024 Water Resources 
Bill with Key WV Wins

Last month, the U.S. Senate unanimously passed the bipartisan Thomas R. Carp-
er Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2024, which authorizes the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to continue implementation of key projects and 
studies that address water resources challenges in communities across the country, 
including several in West Virginia.

WRDA 2024 is biennial legislation that authorizes flood control, navigation and 
ecosystem restoration projects for the USACE. The bill authorizes water infrastruc-
ture projects and programs that will impact all 50 states, including 83 feasibility stud-
ies and 13 new or modified construction projects.

U.S. Senators Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Ranking Member of the EPW 
Committee, Tom Carper (D-Del.), Chairman of the Senate Environment and Public 
Works (EPW) Committee, Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.), Ranking Member of the EPW 
Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee, and Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.), Chair of 
the EPW Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee, released the below state-
ments celebrating the bill’s passage.

“This year’s bipartisan Water Resources Development Act supports the important 
work the Army Corps of Engineers does in states, cities, and towns across Ameri-
ca,”  Ranking Member Capito said. “By passing this legislation, the Senate took a 
significant step toward strengthening our water infrastructure, supporting our national 
economy, better protecting communities from flood risks, and helping the Corps carry 
out its mission now and in the future. I appreciate Chairman Carper and Senators Cra-
mer and Kelly for working together as we advanced the 2024 WRDA today.”

“Today, the U.S. Senate passed crucial bipartisan legislation to invest in our nation’s 
water infrastructure, protect our communities and support good paying jobs,” Chair-
man Carper said. “This bill addresses the diverse water resources needs of our nation 
and directs the Army Corps of Engineers to continue its work to make our communi-
ties more resilient in the face of extreme weather. I am grateful to Senators Capito, 
Kelly and Cramer for their partnership in crafting this legislation and look forward to 
seeing it across the finish line.”

“With today’s Senate passage of the Water Resources Development Act, we’re 
supporting states like Arizona in preparing for and responding to drought condi-
tions,”  Senator Kelly, Chairman of the Senate EPW Subcommittee on Transporta-
tion and Infrastructure, said. “This bipartisan legislation includes provisions that will 
expedite critical Army Corps of Engineers infrastructure and flood control projects in 
Arizona. I’m proud to have worked alongside my colleagues to advance this bill, and 
I look forward to its swift enactment to better secure Arizona’s water future and sup-
port our communities.”

“Every two years we pass a bipartisan Water Resources Development Act to autho-
rize Army Corps of Engineers projects and reform existing programs,” Senator Cra-
mer, Ranking Member of the Senate EPW Subcommittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure said. “From flood control to recreational access, North Dakotans are acutely 
aware of the importance of the Corps to our state. I am thankful for the partnership 
of my EPW colleagues who help make WRDA one of the few bills which is both 

bipartisan and passed through regular order. The unanimous passage of the Thomas 
R. Carper Water Resources Development Act in the Senate is a win for regular order 
and for communities across North Dakota and the country which interact with or even 
depend on Army Corps operations.”

Supporting Flood Control and Prevention Efforts, Ecosystem Restoration:
·        Addresses the needs of areas harmed by the 2016 flood: adjusts the cost-share 

for any future projects in West Virginia that are identified by the feasibility study for 
flood risk management in the Kanawha River Basin.

·        Increases the maximum amount of funds the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
may contribute to small projects for emergency streambank and shoreline protection, 
aquatic ecosystem restoration, and the removal of obstructions or debris to rivers and 
channels.

·        Urges the USACE to expedite completion of studies/projects in:
o   Upper Guyandotte River Basin: feasibility study for food risk management
o   Kanawha River Basin: feasibility study for flood risk management
o   Milton, W.Va.: project for flood control
o   Hinton, W.Va. – Bluestone Dam: project for dam safety modifications
Enhancing Assistance for Environmental Infrastructure Projects:
·        Increases the authorized funding level for the USACE’s Section 340 and Sec-

tion 571 environmental infrastructure programs, which support drinking water and 
wastewater projects across the state of West Virginia, and adjusts the cost-share for 
projects in West Virginia communities that are carried out under these programs.

·        Establishes a new authority for the USACE to partner with communities in 
West Virginia, Ohio, and Pennsylvania to restore rivers and streams that have been 
impacted by acid mine drainage.

Strengthening the Corps’ Authorities to Address Water Resources Needs:
·                Improves the USACE’s outreach and education efforts to communities, 

including those in West Virginia, that are facing water resources challenges.
·        Expands the USACE’s ability to partner with West Virginia University to 

conduct academic research on water resources issues critical to West Virginia.
·        Modernizes the USACE’s ability to pay authority to account for the different 

needs of communities across West Virginia and the nation.
·        Requires the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to conduct a review 

of and prepare a report to Congress on the USACE’s:
o   Efforts to accelerate feasibility studies by implementing the environmental review 

provisions in the Fiscal Responsibility Act and other existing USACE authorities.
o      Project partnership agreements for water resources development projects, 

emphasizing the indemnification clause and long-term Operations, Maintenance, 
Repair, Replacement, and Rehabilitation Responsibilities of the non-federal interest 
included in those agreements.

o   Project cost estimates for completed and ongoing water resources development 
projects to improve fiscal responsibility and transparency in cost estimates for non-
federal interests.
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ANIMAL CARE
WHEN VETERINARY CARE IS UN-
AVAILABLE or unaffordable, ask 
for Happy Jack® animal healthcare 
products for cats, dogs, & horses.  
At Tractor Supply® & Southern States®. 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatch-ers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home.  
Call AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Infor-mation 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-405-3412  
www.dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

SWITCH AND SAVE up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlim-ited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-615-6411

JOBS
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-

4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that WV RECLAIM CO, LLC, 2122 LEATHERWOOD ROAD, BICKMORE, 

WV 25019, has submitted an application to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), for the 
surface mining of approximately 256 acres and has submitted an application to the DEP, 47 School Street, 
Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600, for renewal of Article 3 Permit Number O302292 to operate a refuse 
disposal site in the NA seam of coal.

The operation is discharging into Big Branch of Lilly Fork of Buffalo Creek of Elk River and is located 
4.5 miles, east of BICKMORE, in HENRY District of Clay County, Longitude 81° 2’ 5” and Latitude 38° 
23’ 17” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).
Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by:
 NAME  ADDRESS
AppleAtcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave Ste 400, Orange Village, OH 44122
Allegheny Rural Nmtc Forestlands, LLC 1512 East Franklin Street, Suite 104, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
*and the mineral associated herewith is owned by:
 NAME ADDRESS
NA
*and the mineral within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
 NAME ADDRESS
NA
Surface of the area within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:
 NAME ADDRESS
AppleAtcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave Ste 400, Orange Village, OH 44122
Allegheny Rural Nmtc Forestlands, LLC 1512 East Franklin Street, Suite 104, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
EL2LLC 11 Speltz Lane, Oley, PA 19547

Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall 
identify the applicant and application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP 
address above until 10/28/24, or thirty (30) days from the date of final publication. A copy of the applica-
tion will be available for review until 10/28/24, or thirty (30) days from the date of final publication in the 
DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at:

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries.

DEP Telephone Number: 304-457-3219 Permit Number: O302292
*These items are to be completed only for operations involving mineral removal.
Include location map in accordance with 38-2-3.2(b)(2) Legal 3 col x 6”

0905 0912 

Tariff Form No. 8-A
(Tariff Rule 8.1 .a et seq.)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES UPON APPLICATION
WITHOUT PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATES

NOTICE is hereby given that Nicholas County Solid Waste Authority (the “Authority”), a commercial 
solid waste facility and a public utility, has, on August 23, 2024, filed with the PUBLIC SERVICE COM-
MISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA an application containing increased rates and charges for furnishing trans-
fer station disposal services to customers at the Nicholas County Transfer Station in Calvin, West Virginia.

The proposed increased rates and charges will produce approximately $277,948 annually in additional 
revenue, an increase of 14.03%. The purpose of the Authority’s rate case filing is to increase rates and 
charges for increased operation and maintenance costs relating to the Landfill’s compliant and continued 
operations. The proposed increased rates and charges will not become effective until approved by the Com-
mission. The Authority’s current and proposed rates, on a per ton basis, are as follows:
 Current Proposed ($) Increase (%) Increase
 Bag Rate (Up to 20 Bags) $1.08 per bag $1.28 per bag $0.20 18.35%
 Appliances $3.13 $3.70 $0.57 18.35%
 Municipal Solid Waste $65.78 per ton $77.85 per ton $12.07 18.35%
 Minimum Charge (Less $10.57 $12.51 $1.94 18.35%
 than 300 lbs)
 Passenger Tire $4.68 $5.54 $0.86 18.35%
 Small Truck Tire $6.11 $7.23 $1.12 18.35%
 Large Truck Tire $16.84 $19.93 $3.09 18.35%
 Cardboard $65.78 per ton $77.85 per ton $12.07 18.35%
 Construction & demolition $28.75 per ton $34.03 per ton $5.28 18.35%
 material (clean)

Both the present and proposed rates referenced above are exclusive of any legislatively mandated or 
authorized per-ton assessment fees and any other per-ton assessment fees due to any governmental entity.

The Authority has no resale customers.
The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Individual customers 

may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges 
are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission 
in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges will not become effective until authorized and 
approved by the Public Service Commission. (If a hearing is scheduled, notice will be given of the time 
and place of hearing.)

Anyone desiring to protest or intervene should file a written protest or notice of intervention within thirty 
days, unless otherwise modified by Commission order. Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect your 
rights to protest any rate increases and to participate in future proceedings. All protests or requests to inter-
vene should briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests to intervene must comply with 
the Commission’s rules on intervention set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. All 
interventions may be mailed and be addressed to Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West 
Virginia, P.O. Box 812, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25323, or hand delivered. Protests 
may be filed online through the Commission website using the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed 
or hand delivered to the Executive Secretary at the address above.

A complete copy of this tariff, as well a representative of the Authority to provide any information 
requested concerning it, is available to all customers, prospective customers, or their agents at any of the 
following offices of the Authority: 120 Baughman Road, Calvin, West Virginia.

A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary of 
the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.

Legal 2 col x 8-1/2”
0905

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, September 5, 2024
Claim Deadline: Monday, November 4, 2024
 APPOINTMENT DATE  08/12/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  KELLI JO ADKINS
 ADMINISTRATRIX  BEVERLY ADKINS
  5051 DOG RUN RD
  CLAY WV 25043-6099
APPOINTMENT DATE 07/02/2024
 ESTATE NAME: RHEENETTA BENNETT
 EXECUTOR DENNIS BENNETT
  1730 VALLEY VIEW DR
  CLENDENIN WV 25045-9248
APPOINTMENT DATE 08/15/2024
 ESTATE NAME: JERRY CLYDE BUTCHER
 EXECUTRIX CONNIE KERR
  PO BOX 326
  CLAY WV 25043-0326
APPOINTMENT DATE  08/16/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  WAYNE DOUGLAS KINCAID
 EXECUTRIX  JULIE EVANS
  2882 DIXIE HIGHWAY
  LIZEMORES WV 25125-8183
APPOINTMENT DATE 04/29/2024
 ESTATE NAME: JUNE RECKELL
 ADMINISTRATRIX TAMEULA RAE TRACY
  3949 HWY 32
  ASHTON ID 83420-5725
APPOINTMENT DATE 08/27/2024
 ESTATE NAME: ALBERT SHAMBLIN JR
 ADMINISTRATRIX DIANNA SIZEMORE
  2012 WILSON ST
  DUNBAR WV 25064-2005
APPOINTMENT DATE  08/27/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  GLORIA JEAN SHAMBLIN
 ADMINISTRATRIX DIANNA SIZEMORE
  2012 WILSON ST
  DUNBAR WV 25064-2005
APPOINTMENT DATE 08/22/2024
 ESTATE NAME: DOTTIE GRACE STARCHER
 EXECUTOR JOEL F. O. RICHERT
  5924 WEST LYN HAVEN DR SE
  KENTWOOD MI 49512-9316
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 08/27/2024
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay, WV 25043-0190

12:30 pm- Apple Belle Reception at 
the Clay Senior Services Building

3 pm- Business Decorating winner 
announced

4 pm- Music by Jebediah 
6 pm- Music by Michael Rucker
7 pm- Music by Marissa Truman
8 pm- Music by Josh Pantry Music

Saturday, September 21:
8 am- Baking Contest registration 

(auxiliary gym)
9 am- Flag raising
9 am- Pet Pageant Registration
9 am- Car Show (auxiliary gym lot)
9:30 am- Pet Pageant
10 am- Weiner Dog Races
11 am to 4 pm- Quilt Show (Health 

Department)
11 am- Art Auction (Courthouse 

square)
1:30 pm- Grand Parade
2 pm- Amusement rides open
2:30 pm- Skillet Flinging registra-

tion

2:30 pm- Cornhole registration
2:30 pm- Bake Show winners an-

nounced
3 pm- Baked Goods Auction
3 pm- Skillet Flinging Contest
3 pm- Cornhole Competetion
3:30 pm- Not So Newlywed Game
4:30 pm- Music- by Christopher 

Mullins
5 pm- CCHS Alumni Gathering 

(High School)
5:30 pm- Music by Logan Truman
6:30 pm- Music by Kate Boytek
7 pm- Athletic Hall of Fame Induc-

tion (High School)
8 pm- Music by DIAMOND RIO
After the concert- Fireworks

Sunday, September 22:
8 am- Elk River Trail Marathon/Half 

Marathon/5K (Dundon)
11 am- Gospel Music Sunday (Spon-

sored by Fairview Baptist Church)
2 pm- Rubber Ducky Race (Spon-

sored by Clay Lion’s Club)

Continued from Page 1FESTIVAL

Sept. 10, 1782: Frontier heroine Betty Zane is cred-
ited with saving Fort Henry in Wheeling during an at-
tack by British and Indians during the Revolutionary 
War. According to one account, Zane sprinted across a 
field to retrieve gunpowder from the Zane family cabin. 

Sept. 10, 1861: The Battle of Carnifex Ferry took 
place on the Gauley River.Union Gen. William Rose-
crans sent in brigades one at a time as they arrived at 
the battlefield, allowing the outnumbered Confederates 
to repulse the piecemeal attacks. During the night, the 
Confederates retreated before they could be defeated in 
the morning.

Sept. 10, 1887: Author and scholar John Frederick 
Matheus was born in Keyser. He became a prominent 
writer of plays, short stories, and other works during the 
Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s.

Sept. 10, 1996: Movie and TVactress Joanne Dru 
died in Los Angeles. Dru, the older sister of Hollywood 
Squares host Peter Marshall, was born Joan Letitia 
Lacock in Logan. Her movie career included more than 
40 films.

Continued from page 3
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Tariff Form No. 8-A
(Tariff Rule 8.1 .a et seq.)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES UPON APPLICATION
WITHOUT PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATES

NOTICE is hereby given that Nicholas County Solid Waste Authority (the “Authority”), a commercial 
solid waste facility and a public utility, has, on August 23, 2024, filed with the PUBLIC SERVICE COM-
MISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA an application containing increased rates and charges for furnishing trans-
fer station disposal services to customers at the Nicholas County Transfer Station in Calvin, West Virginia.

The proposed increased rates and charges will produce approximately $277,948 annually in additional 
revenue, an increase of 14.03%. The purpose of the Authority’s rate case filing is to increase rates and 
charges for increased operation and maintenance costs relating to the Landfill’s compliant and continued 
operations. The proposed increased rates and charges will not become effective until approved by the Com-
mission. The Authority’s current and proposed rates, on a per ton basis, are as follows:
 Current Proposed ($) Increase (%) Increase
 Bag Rate (Up to 20 Bags) $1.08 per bag $1.28 per bag $0.20 18.35%
 Appliances $3.13 $3.70 $0.57 18.35%
 Municipal Solid Waste $65.78 per ton $77.85 per ton $12.07 18.35%
 Minimum Charge (Less $10.57 $12.51 $1.94 18.35%
 than 300 lbs)
 Passenger Tire $4.68 $5.54 $0.86 18.35%
 Small Truck Tire $6.11 $7.23 $1.12 18.35%
 Large Truck Tire $16.84 $19.93 $3.09 18.35%
 Cardboard $65.78 per ton $77.85 per ton $12.07 18.35%
 Construction & demolition $28.75 per ton $34.03 per ton $5.28 18.35%
 material (clean)

Both the present and proposed rates referenced above are exclusive of any legislatively mandated or 
authorized per-ton assessment fees and any other per-ton assessment fees due to any governmental entity.

The Authority has no resale customers.
The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Individual customers 

may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges 
are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission 
in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges will not become effective until authorized and 
approved by the Public Service Commission. (If a hearing is scheduled, notice will be given of the time 
and place of hearing.)

Anyone desiring to protest or intervene should file a written protest or notice of intervention within thirty 
days, unless otherwise modified by Commission order. Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect your 
rights to protest any rate increases and to participate in future proceedings. All protests or requests to inter-
vene should briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests to intervene must comply with 
the Commission’s rules on intervention set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. All 
interventions may be mailed and be addressed to Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West 
Virginia, P.O. Box 812, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25323, or hand delivered. Protests 
may be filed online through the Commission website using the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed 
or hand delivered to the Executive Secretary at the address above.

A complete copy of this tariff, as well a representative of the Authority to provide any information 
requested concerning it, is available to all customers, prospective customers, or their agents at any of the 
following offices of the Authority: 120 Baughman Road, Calvin, West Virginia.

A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary of 
the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.
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FVP BATTERIES! 

BETTER WARRANTY AND LOWER CHECK OUT NEW LINE OF PRICES! 
24FHD-$59.99 

26R-$48.99 

M27-1000ST-$78.99 

34-$56.99 

P48HD-$93.99 

65-$61.99 

78DTSD-$60.99 

96R-$70.99 

Lawn & Garden 

U1L-340V-$40.99 

U1R-300V-$35.99 

ATV 

STARTING AT $44.99-$99.99 

 
 

ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 
 
 

 
➢  
➢  
➢  

 
➢ Tubes of Grease-$4.99 
➢ Hydraulic Oil-1 Gal-$18.99-5 Gal-$74.99-$79.99 
➢ Gear Oil-$8.99-$18.99. 
➢ Fuel Treatment-$2.79-$3.99.                                                                        
➢ Seafoam-$8.99 
➢ Carb & Choke Cleaner-$5.99 
➢ Brake Cleaner-$4.99. 
➢ Oil 5Qt $29.99-$37.99 Up to $5 Off when pay with cash! 
➢ Oil 1 Qt $5.99- $8.99 Up to A $1 off with cash! 
➢ Transmission Fluid-$5.99-$8.99 a Qt. 
➢ AW 32 or 46 Hydraulic Oil-5 Gallon-$59.99 - $68.99. 
➢ 5 qt Mastercraft 5w20 & 5w30 syn blend-$34.99-$38.99 
➢ Stihl Mixing Oil-One Gallon Mix-reg $3.29 Synthetic Mix -$5.99. 
➢ 5Qt Parts Master 5w20 or 5w30-$27.99 

Synthetic Blend-$29.99, Full Synthetic-$35.99 
➢ Bar & chain oil-Gallon-$14.99 
➢ Large selection of Wiper Blades-Price starting at-$10.99-$13.99 
➢ All fluids needed for your car at great prices. 
➢ CALL US FOR BEST PRICES ON CAR PARTS! 

                                                         
Call us for best prices on parts for your car! 

Most parts are in stock or next day! 
We have replacement parts available for your lawn mower 

And chain saws! 
 

 
 
                                

 
 

 
 

     CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
 
 
2018 Dodge Journey-V6, Auto, AWD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                                 $10,999.00 
2015 Toyota Rav4-Auto, AWD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Gray     $11,999.00 
2015 Ford Taurus Sho-AWD, A/C, Tilt, Cruise & Many More Options, Black     $9,999.00 
2015 Ford Focus-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White        $8,999.00 
2015 Subaru XV Crosstrek- AWD, Tilt & Cruise, Silver        $8,999.00  
2015 Chevy Spark-5 Speed Manual, A/C & Power Windows, Silver       $4,999.00 
2014 Nissan Frontier- V6, Auto, Crew Cab, 4WD Pro-4X, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue    $12,999.00 
2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, Many Options Including A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue   $10,999.00 
2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black        $4,999.00 
2013 Hyundai Elantra-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue        $5,999.00 
2010 Chevy Malibu-V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Tan                  $5,999.00 
2010 Nissan Xterra-V6< Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise       $5,999.00 
2007 Cadillac Escalade-V8, Auto, AWD, A/C, Tilt, Cruise & Many Options, Red    $8,999.00 
2006 Toyota Prius-4dr, Liftback, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                  $7,999.00 
2005 Toyota Prius- Hybrid, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Tan        $4,999.00 
 

304-286-4671 
304-286-3802 

 
     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

2015 Ford Focus 

 

2014 Chevy Malibu 

 

2015 Ford Taurus SHO 

 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

 
 
 
 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
VEHICLE TIRE 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 205-55-16 HR $84.99 
THUNDERER MACH 1 PLUS 205-55-16 HR $79.99 

MASTERCRAFT SRT 205-60-16 HR $94.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 205-70-16 HR $119.99 
HANKOOK KENERGY PT 205-70-16 HR$124.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 215-60-16 TR $94.99 
IRONMAN MOVE PT HR 216-60-16 $84.99 

MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS HR 215-70-16 $119.99 
IRONMAN MOVE GEN 2 AS 225-60-16 HR $89.99 

HANKOOK KENERGY PT 225-60-16 TR $129.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 265-75-16 TR $149.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-60-17 TR $135.99 
MASTERCRAFT SRT 225-65-17 TR $124.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-65-17 TR $124.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 235-55-17 HR $135.99 

LINGLONG CROSSWIND AT 265-70-17 TR $139.99 
TRAIL GUIDE AT 265-70-17 TR $124.99 

MULTI MILE TOUR CSX 245-60-18 TR $159.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 265-65-18 TR $199.99 

MASTERCRAFT TRAIL AT 275-60-20 TR $199.99 
 

TRAILER TIRES 
TRAILER KING-205-75-15 8 PR $69.99 

TRAILER KING-225-75-15 10 PR $85.99 
ATV TIRES 

CARLISLE 489 25-8-12 4 PR $109.99 
CARLISLE 489 25-10-12 4 PR $114.99 

CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-8-12 6 PR $119.99 
CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-10-12 6 PR $129.99 

 
ALL PRICES ARE CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE MOUNT & BALANCE 
FREE TIRE ROTATION DOWN TO 2/32 TREAD 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH AVAILIBILTY 
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETETERS PRICE ON SAME TIRE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

FEATURE VEHICLE 
 

 
 

2015 TOYOTA RAV4 
 
 

 AWD, 6-speed automatic transmission , air 
Coditioning, interval wipers,  cruise control, 

power door locks and windows! 
 

 
$11,999.00 

 
 

Great in-store deals! 
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really need a bigger vision of our public health.”
A service hub for rural communities
County health departments aren’t the only West Virginia organizations that focus 

on addressing HIV. Hospital systems like Charleston Area Medical Center run pro-
grams aimed at treating and preventing it, and the state health department has a divi-
sion dedicated to responding to infectious diseases outbreaks. 

But unlike some groups, local health departments are mandated by law to try to 
control HIV and prevent it from spreading in their communities. 

William Cohen was the West Virginia health department’s harm reduction program 
manager until last year. He said while he was there, the state’s local health agencies 
were more involved in HIV prevention efforts than their counterparts in other states, 
especially in rural areas.

“Health departments in each area acted as that hub that provided all of those ser-
vices,” he said. 

In Ohio County, health workers detected six new cases of HIV in the first half of 
2024. It’s a significant increase in a county that averaged just three cases a year from 
2016 to 2020. 

“Are there additional cases out there? Probably,” said Howard Gamble, the Wheel-
ing-Ohio County Health Department administrator. 

Compared to some local health agencies, Gamble’s department has advantages that 
are helping it respond to the county’s cluster. It operates one of the few syringe ser-
vice programs left in West Virginia, and it has a staff of about 30 people.

But only two of the health department’s workers see patients, and Gamble says 
these workers must respond to outbreaks of other illnesses,  like Legionnaires’ dis-
ease. 

Additionally, Gamble said that while his staff are doing what they can to increase 
HIV testing, the agency also struggles to afford rapid tests. His county’s portion of the 
state’s local health department funding isn’t enough.

“That makes a huge impact on how we can respond to the everyday efforts,” Gam-
ble said.

“It’s going to be up to the voters”
When state lawmakers were writing the 2025 state budget, they worried that West 

Virginia would have to return $465 million to the federal government and made cuts. 
This included a 10% reduction in funding for local health departments, according to 
House Health and Human Resources chair Amy Summers, R-Taylor.

Later in the spring, after lawmakers learned the state wouldn’t lose that money, 
state delegates and senators allocated an additional $5 million to the reserves for the 
Department of Health. Summers said this additional money was intended to help lo-
cal health departments. 

“After we found out there was no judgment against the state, we had a special ses-
sion and replaced the funding,” Summers wrote in an email.

But this money is unlikely to make its way to local health agencies. Gamble said he 
was told by the Department of Health that local departments could only access the $5 
million for emergencies, like if a county’s building had water damage.

“I do not foresee that county health departments will be the recipients of that in any 
fashion,” he said. 

Earlier this summer, the Department of Health used money from a different source 
to restore local health department funding back to last year’s level, according to de-
partment spokesperson Annie Moore. She added that the department hasn’t received 
any funding requests related to HIV clusters.

“[The Department of Health] remains committed to supporting local health depart-
ments, particularly in HIV testing and response,” Moore wrote in an email.

But even with funding restored, the state budget for local agencies is millions of 
dollars less than it was 15 years ago after adjusting for inflation. And the 2021 syringe 
service restrictions remain in effect. 

“It’s very obvious that the consequence of these particular situations is that HIV 
is going to increase,” said Cohen, the former state health department harm reduction 
program manager.

Takubo, the West Virginia Senate Majority Leader, said if he hears that local health 
departments need more money for specific HIV prevention efforts, he and his col-
leagues could try to fund them. 

But he said a lot of state lawmakers haven’t wanted to increase health spending in 
the past, and he thinks it’ll be hard to convince them of that now. 

“Some legislators don’t want to change and learn,” he said. “It’s going to be up to 
the voters.”

Conversations with the community
Stewart, the Nicholas County health officer, knows that it can be difficult protect-

ing West Virginians from HIV. Before starting in Summersville in 2023, she held the 
same position in Fayette County and helped run its harm reduction program.

Even as it got harder, Stewart continued the work. After the 2021 syringe service 
restrictions, she and her coworkers found a way to keep their program open within 
the stringent state rules.

In Nicholas County, elected officials seem willing to have discussions about how 
best to stop the spread of HIV. Stewart, who has sometimes struggled to have these 
conversations in Southern West Virginia in the past, is hopeful the county’s commis-
sioners will approve her department’s recent syringe service program application. 

Still, the application process and trying to find funds for a needle exchange can 
bring up a feeling in Stewart that’s familiar to doctors across West Virginia. 

“That’s hard, knowing that there’s something that could be done to make someone 
healthier, to make communities healthier, and then not being able to respond.”
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A nurse conducts HIV testing during a harm reduction event in 2020. Photo by Lauren Peace.

The outside of the Nicholas County Health Department building. Photo by Allen Siegler.

Health and Human Resources Committee Chair Amy Summers, R-Taylor, speaks on the 
floor during May’s special session. Photo by Perry Bennett/WV Legislative Photography.


