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CCHS Hall of Fame golf tournament and induction ceremony
to be held soon

By Allen Hamrick

It’s time once again for the Clay County Schools Hall
of Fame organization to hold their annual golf tournament
and follow that up with the Hall Of Fame ceremony. This
year’s tournament will be held at the Edgewood Country
Club on Friday Sept. 20, and the Hall of Fame induction
ceremony will be held the following day, Sept. 21, during
the Golden Delicious Apple Festival. Registration for the
golf tournament will be at 8 a.m. on Sept. 20, and at 9
a.m. sharp, the shotgun start will begin. The tournament
will be a two man scramble format. There is an $80 entry
fee with prizes being awarded for winning team, closest
to pins, a 50/50 drawing and door prizes.

Every year some of the best and worst golfers come to
compete in the event, and it is always a good time. There
are no prizes for who throws their club the farthest, for
who can manipulate a cart through a sand trap, or for the
greatest number golf balls it took to play nine holes. At
one tournament, a golfer was said to have commented
that his game was so bad that day he would have to get
his ball retriever regripped. Alas, the course is not the
casiest one to play. At Edgewood, a golfer can lose balls
in the ball washer. Win or not, this will be a great day
of supporting the CCS Hall of Fame tradition. So, if you
think you have what it takes to take on the best, give Larry
Gillespie a call at 304-444-2530, Greg Gency at 304-587-
7397, Trey Corwell at 304-380-4609, Jerry Linkinoggor
at 304-651-4656, or Craig Berner 304-343-5557. If you
would like to sponsor a hole, the cost is $100.

The Hall of Fame induction ceremony will be held on
Sept. 21 at4 p.m. The Clay County Schools Hall of Fame
recognizes the best of the best who have played sports at
CCHS and have went on to have great impact in today’s
society. Those being inducted into the Hall of Fame this
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year are Trevor Armes, a two time state champion in the
400 meter, Jarod Douglas, Frank Kleman, Jaycee Markle
Huffman and David Sizemore, all of whom have demon-

West Virginia’s PSC faces
lawsuit over coal-plant directive

strated great dedication to their sport. The Alumni din-
ner will be held soon after; all are welcome to attend the
events.

FROM LAST WEEK: Panthers

By Nadia Ramlagan

The Public Service Commission of
West Virginia is facing legal challenges
for its 2021 directive that Appalachian
Power increase the usage of three of its
coal plants.

Critics say the utility is paying more
to keep coal plants open, and passing the
cost onto residents and businesses - now
burdened with higher energy bills.

The lawsuit argues that the mandate
oversteps federal rules and undermines
safeguards put into place to protect the
public from unfair rate increases - ac-
cording to Jim Kotcon, chair of the West
Virginia Sierra Club.

“Sixty nine percent is a much higher
rate than these coal-fired power plants
have operated at in the past,” said Kot-
con, “and by directing the plants to op-
erate at that level, it forces the utility to
sell electricity into the grid at a price be-
low their cost of operating.”

According to the Sierra Club, rates
have jumped by an average of 20% since
the directive went into effect in 2021, re-
sulting in significantly higher electricity

bills.

The Commission argues the directive
is aimed at meeting an increased de-
mand for energy.

Research shows West Virginians’ av-
erage monthly residential energy bills
have more than doubled over the past
decade, from about $67 to $142 per
month.

Bruce Perrone is a retiree in Kanawha
County who said older and low-income
residents, and those living on fixed in-
comes, will bear the burden of higher
energy bills.

He added that state regulators are
tasked with ensuring that power compa-
nies charge reasonable rates.

“My problem with this whole scheme
is telling them to run their coal-fired
businesses at levels where they’re going
to lose money is just a means to support
the coal industry,” said Perrone. “It is
not helping consumers.”

Last month, Appalachian Power
filed another rate increase request with
the Commission, seeking to raise its an-
nual revenue by $265 million.

bushwhack the Patriots 28-7

Noah Collins intercepted this pass for a touchdown. Allen Hamrick photo.

See story on Page 7

Blue Devils are no match for Mustang defense

Adam Canfield buries the quarterback. Allen Hamrick photo.

See story on Page 8
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Kevin Wayne Amick II Jessica Renee Bird
Booked 9/4/24 Booked 9/8/24
Capias Capias

4

Jozet Leann Gillion
Booked 9/3/24
Fugutive from justice

Jared Kyle Cruse
Booked 9/8/24
Burglary, grand larceny

NICHOLAS COUNTY

Dalton Colt Webb
Booked 9/6/24
Possession of a controlled
substance, fleeing on foot

Sarah Renee Rogers
Booked 9/7/24
Trespass on property other
than structure or conveyance

Courthouse ...
News e

Tuesday, September 17, 2024, Docket Schedule for
Magistrate: Rider, Charles “Jeff”:

09:00 AM, State v. Justin Isaac Blankenship, Bench
Trial, brandishing deadly weapons, domestic assault

09:30 AM, State v. William Lanham, Bench Trial,
Possession of controlled substance without valid pre-
scription

10:00 AM, State v. Annette L. Burke, Pre-Trial Hear-
ing, possession of controlled substance without valid
prescription, failure to change address on operator’s
license

10:30 AM, State v. Adam Frederick Wood, Bench Tri-
al, Persons prohibited from possessing firearms — con-
victed of a crime punishable by more than 1 year

10:30 AM, State v. Adam Frederick Wood, Bench Tri-
al, Operator’s license — driving while license suspended
or revoked, fictitious certificate of inspection or permit
issued for another vehicle

11:30 AM, State v. lan Matthew Dobbins, Pre-Trial
Hearing, Possession of controlled substance without
valid prescription

01:00 PM, State v. Adam A. Jarrett, Bench Trial, Sim-
ple assault

01:30 PM, State v. Justin R. Southworth, Pre-Trial
Hearing, driving while license suspended or revoked,
expiration of registration and certificates of title

02:00 PM, State v. Roger Lee Davis, Pre-Trial Hear-
ing, possession of controlled substance without valid
prescription

— Super Crossword ———
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Eric Dale Williams Tre Carr
Booked 9/7/24 Booked 9/2/24
No insurance, driving Conspiracy, possession with
revoked for DUI third, im- intent

proper registration

BRAXTON COUNTY

Ronny Lee Hinkle Bobby Wayne Moore
Booked 9/3/24 Booked 9/3/24
Capias, trespassing Trespassing
’-"G‘
CL gy
Amber Dawn Kowalski Pliant Jounior Smith Jr.
Booked 9/2/24 Booked 9/2/24
Conspiracy, possession with Conspiracy, possession of a
intent controlled substance

Secretary Randall Reid-Smith Releases
Statement Following Lawsuit Filing
Regarding Capitol Murals Project

Cabinet Secretary Randall Reid-Smith released the
following statement today after a recent civil lawsuit
filing in Kanawha County Circuit Court regarding the
Capitol Murals project.

“The plaintiffs’ claims in the recently filed suit regard-
ing the installation of the rotunda murals are meritless
and seem to be based on their misunderstanding of the
history and facts of the murals project, as well their mis-
understanding or misrepresentation of West Virginia pro-
curement and open governmental proceedings laws.

Cass Gilbert designed the West Virginia State Capitol
in the midst of the Great Depression in the 1920s. Due to
the understandably limited resources of that time, murals
were not commissioned at the outset but Gilbert called
for murals to be painted in the rotunda when funds be-
came available.

In 2010, the project was initially started and approval
of the Capitol Building Commission (“CBC”) was sought
and granted to undertake and complete the project. When
this project was approved by the CBC and continuing
through today, Secretary (formerly titled Curator) Ran-
dall Reid-Smith has served as the Chairman of the CBC.

The process to select an artist was started at that time
and proposals from a number of artists were obtained.
John Canning & Co., Ltd. (“Canning”) was the firm se-
lected at that time and a contract was in fact prepared
but not executed, as there were not sufficient funds for
the project at that time. Because of the processes of
government procurement, a transaction had been start-
ed through the Purchasing Division and that particular
transaction necessarily had to be cancelled when funding
was not available.

The plaintiffs seem to believe that the cancellation of
a particular transaction through the Purchasing Division
cancelled the project approved by the CBC in its entire-
ty. Plaintiffs are confusing the two. From time to time,
a transaction is started in one manner and determined
to be better processed in a different manner. When this
happens, the transaction may need to be cancelled and
resubmitted in a different form. This may be due to cost
constraints, change in scope, or a more efficient and cost-
effective manner of procurement having been identified
in the interim. This is just the case, here. The 2010 re-
quest for expressions of interest generated responses that
informed decision makers about what artistic concepts
and general market rates were at the time, and Canning
was selected through that process prior to the transaction
being cancelled due to a lack of funding. The actual pro-
curement of Canning years later when funding was avail-
able, however, was done through an exemption to more
general procurement processes, which was approved by
the Director of the Purchasing Division, pursuant to West
Virginia law.

By 2019, the Secretary believed that funding of the
murals project would be forthcoming, due to the turn-
around of the West Virginia economy and substantial
surplus monies becoming available for the first time in a
number of years. At that time, then, the Secretary sought
to pursue the murals project previously approved by the
CBC, including the Secretary as Chairman.

As a preliminary matter in restarting the project, the
Chairman reached out to the firm that had previously
submitted an expression of interest in 2010 and was se-

lected at that time, Canning, to determine if they would
still be interested in performing the work. Canning has
an international reputation as the preeminent art firm
in the field of painting historical murals in government
buildings, both state and federal. Additionally, the Chair-
man sought Canning’s interest in performing the work at
substantially the same rates the company had submitted
a decade prior. Canning expressed that they would per-
form the work under the decade-old rate structure, de-
spite significant inflation over that time period.

On April 21, 2022, the Director of the Purchasing
Division approved the request for an exemption to pro-
cure the purchase of historical artwork murals, under the
Purchasing Division’s statutory authority to exempt the
purchase of certain commodities and services—here, art-
work—from the competitive bid process, which gener-
ally relies on price as a driving factor.

In short, the procurement of the internationally-re-
spected firm of John Canning & Co. Ltd. was done ex-
plicitly in accordance with West Virginia procurement
laws, approved by the Director of the Purchasing Divi-
sion. Additionally, Canning was the firm that had been
selected during the bid process conducted in 2010, and
Canning agreed to maintain the prices they had submit-
ted a decade prior, despite significant inflation and rising
costs in the intervening decade-plus. The value to West
Virginia in procuring this preeminent firm at 2010 prices
for the painting of the murals called for by Cass Gilbert
cannot be overstated.

Turning to another matter plaintiffs misrepresent:
What has been labeled as an “ad hoc committee” was
not a committee in any sense that would subject it to
the West Virginia Open Governmental Proceedings Act.
This “committee” was not a public agency, was not the
governing body of any public agency, and in fact had no
authority at all; rather, this informal group was requested
by the Chairman to give input and feedback on the de-
signs submitted by Canning. This group did not take any
vote or hold any formal proceedings, merely meeting to
provide the Chairman and Canning with their input and
feedback. The Chairman sought their input in an effort
to obtain the thoughts of a wider audience than solely
himself. The Chairman also sought similar input and
feedback from other parties, including the West Virginia
Arts Office and the West Virginia State Historical Pres-
ervation Office. The Chairman then shared with Canning
the input and feedback he had obtained through this very
informal process, and Canning produced their final de-
signs, which the Chairman approved as final.

The fact is that Cass Gilbert called for murals to be
installed when the State could afford it. For nearly 100
years, it didn’t get done. The State tried to get the proj-
ect done in the early 2010s, but proper funding remained
the impediment. West Virginia has for the last few years
grown surplus after surplus to inject hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars into our roads, our water and sewer in-
frastructure, and economic development projects across
the State that will continue to grow our economy and
our workforce for decades to come. We should be cel-
ebrating that the murals are finally able to be funded and
installed, as Cass Gilbert called for, rather than wasting
taxpayer money on frivolous lawsuits meant to generate
headlines.”

OBITUARY

Friday, August 30, 2024
after a long illness. He
was born December 30,
1943 in Bickmore, WV.
He is preceded in death
by his father Russ Tru-
man, mother Nina Legg
Truman, and sister Jean
Morton. Kermit was a
graduate of Clay County
High School in 1962. He
worked for ADT as the
President in LA and after
retiring opened his own
security business. He was

Larry Kermit Truman

Larry Kermit Truman,
80 of Fullerton, California
passed away peacefully on
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a devoted husband, father,
and grandfather. He is sur-
vived by his wife Karen

(Stalnaker) of 60 years;
daughter Julie Truman of
Oakland, Mich,; son Jeff
Truman of home; grand-
daughter Bailee Truman
of Las Vegas, Nev.; sis-
ters Charlene Happney of

Your Ad
Could Be

Knoxville, TN; Gayle and Here!
husband Michael Asbury
of Wallback, WV, broth-

Call us at

ers Tom and wife Marylee
of Charlotte, NC.; Charles
and wife Pookie of Mobile,
Al.; along with numerous
nieces and nephews. As
per Kermit’s request no
funeral or memorial ser-
vice will be held.

304-647-5724
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One Family In One
World

By Joe Mazzella

My youngest son has a severe form of autism. He only
says a few words and is in his own world most of the
time. Yet, with medication, routines, and a lot of love,
support, acceptance, and understanding he has been able
to live a happy life here. There is one problem, however,
that he still has: he is hard on his clothes, ripping threads
out of his pants and tearing his shirts. This means that
I spend a lot of time in thrift stores looking for cheap
clothes to replace them.

The other day I was in one of these stores looking
for a blue sweatshirt to replace one he had torn up. As I
was walking down an aisle I heard, “Come back here!”
followed by a giggle. A little three-year-old girl was run-
ning down the aisle laughing and making a break from
her Mom. She ran right up to me and held open her arms
to be picked up. I saw her Mom smile at us so I picked
up the little tike and carried her back to her Mom’s arms.
Then I turned the corner and saw an elderly lady stretch-
ing up to reach a purse on a super high shelf. I asked if
I could help and when she said “yes” got on my tip toes
to grab it for her. Finally, I reached the sweatshirts and
found one that I knew would make my son laugh with
delight when he saw it.

As I walked toward the cashier I saw the older lady
paying for her purse with a smile and behind her the
little girl jumping up and down with joy, holding her
Mom’s hand and carrying an old doll her Mom had
found for her. As I took my place in line I suddenly felt a
sense of peace, joy, and love fill my heart. I realized that
me, my son, that Mom, her girl, and that lady were all
one family, in one world, filled with kindness and God’s
Love for us all.

Mother Teresa said that “We belong to each other,”
and Ram Dass wrote, “We are all just walking each other
home.” We need to remember that we are all ONE in this
world. Only then can we truly live with kindness and
Love. Only then can we be who we were meant to be.
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What Happened To My Little Piggy Bank

Dr. James L. Snyder

This week, I had to do something I hadn’t done be-
fore: go to the bank and deal with fraud in my checking
account. Someone tried to write a check for $1800 from
my account. Fortunately, I didn’t have that much money
in my account, and I was a little provoked by this inci-
dent. How dare they!

I sat with the bank advisor dealing with this issue and
getting my account back to normal. They had to issue
me a new card because they were closing my checking
account.

As I waited for all of this to process, I felt a little
thought dance in my head. Whatever happened to my
little piggy bank? It never gave me trouble like this.

When I was young, I didn’t have an official bank ac-
count. I actually did not need a bank account at that
time. My grandmother gave me a little blue piggy bank.
When she gave it to me, she said, “Now, make sure you
put money into this piggy bank every week.” Then she
handed me my first two quarters for my piggy bank.

I'was so excited because [ really needed the money; the
only problem was that my grandmother had not told me
anything about where the money was going to come from.
It took me a while to realize I had to put money in my-
self. That little piggy bank was not a magic money ma-
chine.

I hid my little piggy bank in my bedroom so nobody
could find it. Every time I got some money, I made sure
I put some of it in the piggy bank. Over time, the money
grew in that little piggy bank.

For as long as I had that piggy bank, I do not know
any time when somebody took money out of it without
my permission. I would have thought that every bank
had that kind of precaution.

The times I used that little piggy bank were wonderful
memories.

Next door to where we lived was a little country store.
It sold mostly food, like soda, ice cream, cookies and the
like. Whenever my little piggy bank had enough money
in it, I would take some out and go to the little country
store and get myself a well-deserved treat.

I usually did it when nobody was watching because I
did not want to use my own money to buy someone else
a treat. You know how that is!

For many years, that little piggy bank served me quite
well. It was always there when I needed it, and as far as
I knew, nobody else knew it was there. Unfortunately,
nobody contributed to my piggy bank.

Then, I went to a Bible school in New York and left
my piggyback behind. I did not think about it for quite
a few years.

Now, sitting in the bank trying to get my account back
in order, I happen to think of my little piggy bank. I have
no idea what happened to it. I would love to see it again
and there might be a few coins in that little bank.

My parents sold the house while I was away at the
time, and I never found out what happened to my little
piggy bank.

It has been over 60 years since I last saw that piggy
bank, but I still relish fond memories of it.

Just before Christmas, when we were doing our
Christmas shopping, I was able to delve into my little
piggy bank to get some money for Christmas presents.
I remember that first Christmas, [ was very surprised at
how much money was in that little piggy bank.

Whenever I got any money, I put some of it in the
piggy bank, and I can never remember counting it. I just
knew it was there. I thought about all of the presents I
bought my parents and siblings with the money in my
little piggy bank.

The bank finally fixed my account, and I was ready
to leave. My piggy bank had never given me this much
trouble.

Driving home, I could not help but think of how much
that little piggy bank was a blessing. If I had not had
that piggy bank that my grandmother gave me, I never
would have saved any money. I would have spent it as
soon as I got it.

Every time I got alone with my grandmother, which
wasn’t often, she would whisper, “How’s your little
piggy bank doing?” and then she would hand me two
quarters to put into my piggy bank.

She was the only one who knew about that piggy
bank. I guess that’s what grandmothers are for.

Would it be appropriate for me to buy all of my grand-
children little piggy banks? Would they use them the
way I used mine?

I thought of a Bible verse that is usually misquoted.
“For the love of money is the root of all evil: which
while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” (1
Timothy 6:10).

Money isn’t our problem, but the “love of money.”
Money is important to my daily life. If I allow money
to become an obsession, it takes my mind off what is
important. I need to use what little money I have to live
a life pleasing unto the Lord.

Money can be a blessing or a curse.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail jamessnyder5 1 @gmail.com, website www.
Jjamessnyderministries.com.

Postal Strategy Before the Postal Regulatory
Commission Will Enable Certain Local Mail
Processing to Remain in Charleston, While

Improving Service and Reducing Costs

Previously committed 322.8 million USPS investment in Charleston facility to
move forward as part of 10-year “Delivering for America’ plan to modernize the
nation’s aged and neglected postal network. No anticipated employee impacts
with the decision to keep these operations at the Charleston facility

The United States Postal Service (USPS) announced
this week that the Charleston Postal facility will continue
certain local originating mail processing operations. This
decision has been made possible due to the identification
of enhanced efficiencies in proposed operational improve-
ments, along with related refinements within the existing
service standards. These improvements were outlined
in a recent notice to the Postal Regulatory Commission
(PRC) on August 22. The strategy presented to the PRC
will ensure that certain local mail processing continues
in Charleston, while simultaneously enhancing most
service quality and minimizing costs. This move follows
an earlier USPS proposal to potentially transfer outgoing
mail processing operations to the Pittsburgh Processing
and Distribution Center (P&DC) in Pittsburgh, PA and
the Pennwood Place P&DC in Warrendale, PA starting
in 2025.

In addition to preserving certain local originating
processing operations, the Charleston facility is set to
undergo changes, backed by a previously announced
USPS investment of $22.8 million, that will enhance its
services, without affecting business mail entry, Post Of-
fice, station, and branch retail services. Once the facility
is transformed into a Local Processing Center (LPC), it
is expected to handle mailing and shipping of packages,
manual letters, and flats. Moreover, the LPC is also pro-
jected to offer express services and accept bulk and per-
mit mail, further enhancing its delivery services.

Proposed operational improvements and corre-
sponding refinements within the current service stan-
dards will enable USPS to sustain certain local origi-
nating mail processing at Charleston facility:

On August 22, the USPS began the regulatory pro-
cess with the PRC, proposing operational improvements
and refinements within current service standards. These
enhancements aim to strengthen service reliability, in-
crease cost efficiency, and boost overall productivity. The
changes, which would take effect after this year’s Elec-
tion and Peak Season, will allow certain local originat-
ing processing operations to remain in Charleston. These
proposed modifications are expected to result in annual
savings of approximately $3 billion, mainly through a re-
duction in transportation costs.

Earlier this year, the Charleston processing facility was
part of the Mail Processing Facility Reviews. The main
objective of these reviews was to find cost efficiencies,
primarily through transportation savings. By implement-
ing the changes proposed in the notice to the PRC, the
Postal Service intends to achieve further operational ef-
ficiencies and optimizations. These would be in addition
to transportation savings but achieved through different
strategies than those used in certain Mail Processing Fa-
cility Reviews.

If the regulatory process is successful, there will be
no change to the location for cancelling certain originat-

ing mail in Charleston. In simpler terms, outgoing single
piece mail will continue to be processed at its current lo-
cation.

No Anticipated Employee Impacts

The Postal Service initially anticipated staffing impacts
due to the proposed move of originating operations to
the Pittsburgh P&DC and the Pennwood Place P&DC.
However, with the decision to keep these operations at
the Charleston facility, there are no anticipated employee
impacts.

This remains consistent with the stance taken in April,
where no career layoffs were part of the initiative. In fact,
as part of its investment strategy in the Charleston facil-
ity, the Postal Service is focusing on enhancing package
processing and shipping capacity. This could potentially
lead to increased plant activity and a future need for ad-
ditional staffing support.

USPS to invest up to $22.8 million in Charleston
facility

As announced in April, the Postal Service will invest
up to $22.8 million in the Charleston LPC, which will
result in expanded and streamlined package and mail
processing and distribution capabilities for the facility.
These investments include $10.8 million for moderniza-
tion efforts and deferred maintenance. For example, these
funds will be used for new workplace amenities for Post-
al Service employees such as new lighting and renovated
bathrooms and breakrooms. To help improve delivery
services, investments totaling $7 million will be made to
locate a Flex Rover Sorter, a High Speed Tray Sorter, and
a Single Induction Package Sorter into the facility.

In addition, the Charleston WV LPC will be col-
located with a Sorting and Delivery Center (S&DC).
These facilities will allow the Postal Service to provide
faster and more reliable mail and package delivery over
a greater geographic area. S&DCs will have upgraded
sorting equipment, offer Same Day or Next Day delivery
options, and provide better facilities for Postal Service
employees.

S&DCs will be equipped with the necessary infrastruc-
ture to support the deployment of the Postal Service’s
new Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs) and charging sta-
tions. In locations where BEVs will be used, the Postal
Service will upgrade and develop the infrastructure re-
quired for their effective deployment. Based on the aver-
age deployment numbers at S&DCs, new vehicle invest-
ment in BEVs is around $5 million per site. The S&DC
that will be collocated with the Charleston WV LPC will
have 138 delivery routes that are eligible to be serviced
by BEVs.

More details will be forthcoming following a Postal
Service pre-filing conference later today to discuss the
proposal and gain stakeholder feedback in anticipation
of a subsequent PRC filing seeking an Advisory Opinion
from the Commission.
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THISs WEEK IN

West Virginia History

The following events
happened on these dates
in West Virginia history.
To read more, go to e-WV:
The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Sept. 11, 1913: Rit-
ter Park in Huntington
opened. During the Great
Depression, the Works
Progress Administration
contributed to construct-
ing the roads and stone-
work around the park.

Sept. 12, 1861: The
Battle of Cheat Moun-
tain was fought near the
Randolph-Pocahontas
County line. Gen. Robert
E. Lee came into western
Virginia to give support to
Gen. William W. Loring,
commander of the Army
of Northwestern Virginia,
but the battle ended in
a defeat for the Confed-
eracy.

Sept. 12, 1872: The
Great Bend Tunnel was
completed at Talcott. The
tunnel, also known as Big
Bend Tunnel, is the place
where John Henry de-
feated the steam drill, be-
coming one of the world’s
great folk heroes.

it

Sept. 12, 1952: A group
of local youths were star-
tled at a football game by
a fireball streaking across
the sky. The fireball fell to
earth just beyond a hill-
side at Flatwoods. This
sighting led to the legend
of the Braxton County, or
Flatwoods, Monster.

12,

Sept.
Kanawha County schools
closed for four days due
to a controversy over the
adoption of new text-

books. Throughout the
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

4 Moderate 44 Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

fall, advocates for op-
posing sides of the issue
held mass protests, which,
along with isolated and
sporadic acts of violence
(including a failed bomb-
ing attempt at the Board
of Education office), drew
national media attention.

i
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Sept. 13, 1844: Milton
Humphreys was born in
Greenbrier County. Dur-
ing the Civil War, he en-
listed in the Confederate
service as a sergeant. At
the Battle of Fayetteville,
Humphreys fired his can-
non at Union artillery
from behind an interven-
ing forest, setting a prec-
edent for modern warfare
using indirect fire.

Sept. 13, 1848: Attor-
ney “J. R.” Clifford was
born in present Grant
County. In 1887, Clifford
became the first African
American admitted to
practice law before the
West Virginia Supreme

Court of Appeals. He was
one of the first lawyers
in the nation to challenge
segregated schools.

Sept. 13, 1862: Con-
federate and Union forces
clashed in Charleston.
Southern artillery gained
the high ground on Fort
Hill and smashed the
federals who were lining
the west bank of the Elk
River.

Sept. 13, 1910: Musi-
cian Leon “Chu” Berry
was born in Wheeling. He
was one of the most high-
ly regarded saxophonists
of the Swing Era.

Sept. 14, 1898: Okey
L. Patteson was born in
Mingo County. Patteson,
called the “Great Persuad-
er,” tackled difficult deci-
sions as West Virginia’s
23rd governor from 1949
to 1953.

Sept. 15, 1861: In the
aftermath of the Battle
of Carnifex Ferry, Union
forces under the com-
mand of Gen. Jacob Cox
occupied the area of Spy
Rock. Spy Rock is a natu-
ral landmark located on
U.S. 60, 18 miles east of
Hawks Nest.

Sept. 15, 1862: Con-

Super Crossword

federate Gen. Thomas
J. “Stonewall” Jackson
forced the surrender of a
Union garrison at Harpers
Ferry prior to the Battle
of Antietam. The 12,500
prisoners taken by Jack-
son was the largest surren-
der of U.S. Army troops in
the war.

Sept. 15, 1875: Henry
Hatfield was born near
Matewan, Mingo County.
As a doctor in the coal
camps, he helped secure
funding to establish three
miners hospitals for the
southern part of the state.
In 1912, he was elected
the state’s 14" governor.

Sept. 15, 1906: Song-
writer Jack Rollins was
born in Keyser. Rollins
wrote the lyrics to “Here
Comes Peter Cottontail”
and “Frosty the Snow-
man,” two of America’s
most popular songs.

Sept. 16, 1876: The
town of Milton in Cabell
County was incorporated
and named in honor of
Milton Rece, a large land-
owner at the time.

Sept. 16, 1926: Writer

Knowles was born
AT

in Fairmont. He attained
literary fame in 1959 with
his first novel, A Separate
Peace.

Is ff“ '

AW

Sept. 16, 1950: Scholar
Henry Louis Gates Jr. was
born in Keyser. Gates is
one of the leading Black
intellectuals in the United
States. His books include
Colored People: A Mem-
oir, about growing up in
Mineral County. He hosts
the popular PBS program
Finding Your Roots.

Sept. 17, 1848: Artist
Lily Irene Jackson was
born in Parkersburg. Jack-
son was best known as a
painter of animal portraits
and floral arrangements,
and as an advocate for the
arts.
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ANIMAL CARE

WHEN VETERINARY CARE IS UN-
AVAILABLE or unaffordable, ask
for Happy Jack® animal healthcare
products for cats, dogs, & horses.
At Tractor Supply® & Southern States®.
(www.happyjackinc.com)

HEALTH/MEDICAL

IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We're here for it
and here for you. Reach your goals this
year with WeightWatch-ers. Get started
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental Infor-mation
Kit with all the details! 1-855-405-3412
www.dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

SWITCH AND SAVE up to $250/year
on your talk, text and data. No contract
and no hidden fees. Unlim-ited talk and
text with flexible data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based
customer service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-615-6411

JOBS

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI! Get
Trained, Certified & ready to work in
months! Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-

4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
littte as ONE DAY! Affordable prices -
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available. Call:
844-601-2044

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-844-295-2840

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today
to schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam
or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company -
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

Facebook

Q Buffalo Creek

Experience all-natural,
all together.

This summer, immerse yourself in lush mountain landscapes
by railbike. Unforgettable adventures await.

W Vtourism.com/RailExplorers

N
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Prepared for a Changing World

By PSC Chair Charlotte Lane

When I was a young girl growing up in Pleasants
County, my greatest fear was catching poison ivy or get-
ting stung by a bee. Back then, the world seemed a lot
simpler, a lot slower, and a lot safer. But since the turn
of the century, or thereabouts, it looks like things took a
turn for the worse.

I’m not sure it is the proliferation of communications
devices that turned us into a real-life Dick Tracy world,
where we quite literally have all of the communications
in the world at our fingertips. But suddenly we are aware
of every danger, every terrorist act, every shooting, and
every other horrible thing going on.

Whether the world really is a lot more dangerous than
it was back then or we’re just more aware of things, our
leadership at the state and national levels certainly think
that it is. And we at the Public Service Commission of

LEGAL

Tariff Form No. 8-A
(Tariff Rule 8.1 .a et seq.)
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES UPON APPLICATION
WITHOUT PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATES

NOTICE is hereby given that Nicholas County Solid Waste Authority (the “Authority”), a commercial
solid waste facility and a public utility, has, on August 23, 2024, filed with the PUBLIC SERVICE COM-
MISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA an application containing increased rates and charges for furnishing trans-
fer station disposal services to customers at the Nicholas County Transfer Station in Calvin, West Virginia.

The proposed increased rates and charges will produce approximately $277,948 annually in additional
revenue, an increase of 14.03%. The purpose of the Authority’s rate case filing is to increase rates and
charges for increased operation and maintenance costs relating to the Landfill’s compliant and continued
operations. The proposed increased rates and charges will not become effective until approved by the Com-
mission. The Authority’s current and proposed rates, on a per ton basis, are as follows:

Current Proposed ($) Increase (%) Increase

Bag Rate (Up to 20 Bags) $1.08 per bag $1.28 per bag $0.20 18.35%
Appliances $3.13 $3.70 $0.57 18.35%
Municipal Solid Waste $65.78 perton | $77.85 per ton $12.07 18.35%
Minimum Charge (Less $10.57 $12.51 $1.94 18.35%
than 300 lbs)

Passenger Tire $4.68 $5.54 $0.86 18.35%
Small Truck Tire $6.11 $7.23 $1.12 18.35%
Large Truck Tire $16.84 $19.93 $3.09 18.35%
Cardboard $65.78 perton | $77.85 per ton $12.07 18.35%
Construction & demolition | $28.75 per ton | $34.03 per ton $5.28 18.35%
material (clean)

Both the present and proposed rates referenced above are exclusive of any legislatively mandated or
authorized per-ton assessment fees and any other per-ton assessment fees due to any governmental entity.

The Authority has no resale customers.

The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Individual customers
may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges
are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission
in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges will not become effective until authorized and
approved by the Public Service Commission. (If a hearing is scheduled, notice will be given of the time
and place of hearing.)

Anyone desiring to protest or intervene should file a written protest or notice of intervention within thirty
days, unless otherwise modified by Commission order. Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect your
rights to protest any rate increases and to participate in future proceedings. All protests or requests to inter-
vene should briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests to intervene must comply with
the Commission’s rules on intervention set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. All
interventions may be mailed and be addressed to Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West
Virginia, P.O. Box 812, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25323, or hand delivered. Protests
may be filed online through the Commission website using the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed
or hand delivered to the Executive Secretary at the address above.

A complete copy of this tariff, as well a representative of the Authority to provide any information
requested concerning it, is available to all customers, prospective customers, or their agents at any of the
following offices of the Authority: 120 Baughman Road, Calvin, West Virginia.

A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary of
the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that WV RECLAIM CO, LLC, 2122 LEATHERWOOD ROAD, BICKMORE,
WV 25019, has submitted an application to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), for the
surface mining of approximately 256 acres and has submitted an application to the DEP, 47 School Street,
Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600, for renewal of Article 3 Permit Number 0302292 to operate a refuse
disposal site in the NA seam of coal.
The operation is discharging into Big Branch of Lilly Fork of Buffalo Creek of Elk River and is located

West Virginia are paying much more attention to the
security of the electric, water, gas, sewer, and similar
systems that serve you each day.

We more often refer to these systems as infrastruc-
ture. And that infrastructure comprises the basic build-
ing blocks that allow for communications, travel, and a
host of services that make us comfortable at home and
allow us to work in our offices. The utilities that pro-
vide critical infrastructure services to you have to be on
high alert these days to any number of possible threats to
their security and their ability to provide those services.

At one time, terrorist acts were remote to West Vir-
ginia. They happened elsewhere — in the big cities — not
here. But the Oklahoma City bombings proved that
wasn’t so. Massacres that have occurred in small towns
across the nation underscore the sad fact that those
things can happen, even in the Mountain State.

Our Legislature passed
the Critical Infrastructure
Protection Act this year to
beef up security at these
critical infrastructure
points, to expand the fa-
cilities and structures that
fall under the law, and to
enhance penalties that ex-
isted in prior law for dealing with these
matters.

We at the Public Service Commission
welcome these changes, while we mourn

LEGAL

Tariff Form No. 8-A
(Tariff Rule 8.1 A et seq.)
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES UPON APPLICATION
WITHOUT PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATES

NOTICE is hereby given that Tire & Rubber, Inc. (TRI), a commercial solid waste facility and a public
utility, has on July 31, 2024, lied with the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA
(Commission), an application containing increased rates, tolls, and charges for furnishing landfill waste
disposal services to customers at TRI’s solid waste facility in Lewis County, West Virginia (Landfill).

The Landfill is owned and operated by TRI, and the Landfill operates under authority of Solid Waste
Facility Permit No. SWF-4024/WV0109533, which was issued by the West Virginia Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection. The Landfill has separate cells or areas accepting two distinct types of waste which
are kept separate, (1) waste tires, and (2) construction and demolition materials.

The proposed increased rates and charges will produce approximately $782,797 annually in additional
revenue, an increase of 26.21%. The purpose of TRI’s rate case filing is to increase rates and charges for
increased operation and maintenance costs relating to the Landfill’s compliant and continued operations.
The proposed increased rates and charges will not become effective until approved by the Commission.
TRI’s current and proposed rates are as follows:

PSC Chair Charlotte Lane

that the world in which I grew up has
changed in many, many ways. A lot of
changes have been very good, but some
of them reflect the very worst. We will do
our part to keep your utilities safe.

Tires From Individuals
(size 425 X 20 inches or smaller)

Current Proposed ($) Increase | (%) Increase
Passenger Car Tires $1.50 per tire | $1.89 per tire $0.39 26.21%
Passenger Car Tires on Rim $3.01 pertire | $3.80 per tire $0.79 26.21%
Light Truck Tires $2.11 per tire | $2.66 per tire $0.55 26.21%
Light Truck Tires on Rim $3.61 pertire | $4.56 per tire $0.95 26.21%
Heavy Truck Tires $6.02 per tire | $7.60 per tire $1.58 26.21%
Heavy Truck Tires on Rim §7.52 pertire | $9.49 per tire $1.97 26.21%
One ton or more of any-size tire | Negotiable Negotiable 26.21%

Note: The above rates are exclusive of applicable state and county assessment fees. Assessment fees
are charged per ton or any part thereof disposed.

Tires from Commercial Entities - Per Ton

Current Proposed ($) Increase | (%) Increase
Passenger Tires 100.00 per ton 126.21 per ton 26.21 26.21%
Passenger Tires with Rims 150.00 per ton 189.32 per ton 39.32 26.21%
Dirty Passenger Tires 150.00 per ton 189.32 per ton 39.32 26.21%
OTR/Industrial Tires $400.00 per ton | $504.85 per ton $104.85 26.21%

Note: Rates listed above include applicable state and count assessment fees.

Tires From Commercial Entities - Per Tire
(size 425 X 20 inches or smaller)

4.5 miles, east (_)f BICKMORE, in HENRY D_istrict of Clay County, Longitude 81° 2’ 5 and Latitude 38° Current Proposed (S) Increase | (%) Increase
23”177 (Coordinates frorp USGS Topographlc Map). Passenger Car Tires $1.50 per tire | $1.89 per tire $0.39 26.21%
Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by: Passenger Car Tires on Rim $3.01 per tire | $3.80 per fire $0.79 26.21%

NAME ADDRESS Light Truck Tires $2.11 pertire | $2.66 per tire $0.55 26.21%
AppleAtcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave Ste 400, Orange Village, OH 44122 Light Truck Tires on Rim $3.61 pertire | $4.56 per tire $0.95 26.21%
Allegheny Rural Nmtc Forestlands, LLC  [1512 East Franklin Street, Suite 104, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 Heavy Truck Tires $6.02 per tire | $7.60 per tire $1.58 26.21%
*and the mineral associated herewith is owned by: Heavy Truck Tires on Rim $7.52 per tire $9.49 per tire $1.97 26.21%

NAME ADDRESS One ton or more of any-size tire | Negotiable Negotiable 26.21%
NA Note: Rates listed above include applicable state and county assessment fees.
*and the mineral within 100 feet of the permit area is owned by:

NAME ADDRESS Construction & Demolition Materials - Per Ton
NA . 5 Current 5 Proposed (&) Irﬂlgcrease (%) Increase

= - - Charge Per Ton 52.37 per ton 58.33 per ton 5.96 11.38%
Surface of tﬁ;ﬁ? within 100 feet of the perznll)tgigilsssowned by: Assefsment Fee $8.75 ger ton $8.75 ger ton $0.00 0.0%
0,

AppleAtcha Land, LLC 200 Park Ave Ste 400, Orange Village, OH 44122 Total S61.12 perton | $67.08 per ton $5.96 9.75%

Allegheny Rural Nmtc Forestlands, LLC ~ [1512 East Franklin Street, Suite 104, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
EL2LLC 11 Speltz Lane, Oley, PA 19547

Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall
identify the applicant and application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP
address above until 10/28/24, or thirty (30) days from the date of final publication. A copy of the applica-
tion will be available for review until 10/28/24, or thirty (30) days from the date of final publication in the
DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at:

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries.
DEP Telephone Number: ~ 304-457-3219 Permit Number: 0302292
*These items are to be completed only for operations involving mineral removal.
Include location map in accordance with 38-2-3.2(b)(2)

% 1) LAT \a8°28’17"

Iy

LOCATION MAP
DIG BRANCII KLIUSL
CLAY COUNTY HIGHWAY MAP - SCALE: |*=1 MILE
PERMIT NO. O-3022-92
CLAY / LOCKWOOD
7.5' SERIES USGS QUADRANGLE MAP
Big Branch of Lilly Fork of Buffale Creek

of E'k Biver of Kanawha River.

Construction & Demolition Materials - Minimum Charge (Pick-Up Truck)

Current Proposed ($) Increase | (%) Increase
Minimum Charge $32.23 $35.81 3.58 11.11%
Assessment Fee $4.50 $4.50 0.00 0.0%
Total $36.73 $40.31 3.58 9.75%

TRI has no resale customers.

The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Each class may re-
ceive an increase or decrease greater or less than stated here. Individual customers may receive increases
that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges are only a proposal and
are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Commission in its review of this filing. Any increase
in rates and charges will not become effectively until authorized and approved by the Commission. (If a
hearing is scheduled, notice will be given of the time and place of hearing.)

Anyone desiring to protest or intervene should file a written protest or notice of intervention within thirty
days, unless otherwise modified by Commission order. Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect your
rights to protest any rate increases or to participate in future proceedings. All protests or requests to inter-
vene should briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests to intervene must comply with
the Commission’s rule on intervention set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. All
interventions may be mailed and be a dressed to Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West
Virginia, P. O. Box 812, 201 Brooks St., Charleston, West Virginia 25323, or hand-delivered. Protests may
be filed on line through the Commission website using the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed or
hand-delivered to the Executive Secretary at the address above.

A complete copy of the proposed rates, as well as a representative of TRI to provide any information
requested concerning it, is available to all customers, prospective customers, or their agents at 710 Grass
Run Road, Weston, WV 26452.

A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary of
the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.

John G. Hubbard, DDS ¢ R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience We l(,ve M/

[ We have over 100,000

SERVICES:

# ' . Cosmetic Dentistry e Pediatric Dentistry  Extractions
e Oral Cancer Examinations ¢ Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges
¢ Root Canal Therapy ¢ Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
¢ Nitrous Oxide Sedation e Bleaching

pediatric visits
(children 12 and under)

Preferred providers for Mountain State
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental,
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most,
CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid.

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% e Senior Citizens
10% e Private Pay Patients
With No Dental Insurance 10%

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm
63 Carr Street ® Clay, WV 25043

304-587-4232 ¢ johnghubbarddds@gmail.com
" We Sreat Obhers s We ke To Be Prealed Ourselves.” - Matthew 7:12



Blake Coleman brings down the big man.

By Allen Hamrick

The Clay High Panthers opened their first game of
the season on the road against the Patriots of Midland
Trail. It was a hot evening and even hotter on the field
with a good breeze to sort of average things out. It was
celebration night for the Patriots as they were breaking
in a brand new field; if Astroturf can be beauty, it cer-
tainly was. There were fireworks and enough gala to go
around, and the Panthers were given the opportunity to
stain it for the first time. The stadium was packed with
fans to see two teams battle it out on the grid iron. The
game got underway, and right off the hike, one could tell
it was going to be a tough defensive battle on both sides
of the field.

The Patriots had the ball first and were getting some
tough short yards when they decided to let a pass get
loose in the Panther backfield. Noah Collins was the
first football player to stain the new field with Patriot
tears as he took his interception all the way to the foot-
ball history books scoring the first TD. Jaxon Brown
came in with the extra point. The Patriots lifted their
chins off the field and prepared to take it to the Panthers.
However, they didn’t know the Panthers had a kicker
with a bionic leg. In all the history of Panther football,
very few kickers have hit the field with a kick like Jaxon
Browns. He sent that kickoff over their heads; it went
nearly 60 yards in the air. Each proceeding kickoff went
to the end zone...in the air, very impressive.

The Panther defense stepped up and caused complete
havoc on the line as Patriot runners had no place to go
but down. Bryson Peters and Blake Coleman, along
with Ayden Brown and Christian Bryant, were all over
the field bringing down the Patriots; in short, they were
wreaking havoc on the Patriots’ offense. The Patriots
were pushing down the field gaining brutal turtle yards
when they decided to pass again. Once it was let loose,
in stepped Noah Collins again to pick it off and give the
ball back to the Panthers. The Patriots also did a good
job on defense in the first half by chasing Noah Col-

Thursday, September 12, 2024 The Clay County Free Press - 7

FrROM LAST WEEK

Panthers hand first loss of the season to the
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Jaxon Brown sends it airborne for 62 yards.

lins out of the pocket and making their way through the
Panther offensive line. That was about it for the first half
with the Panthers leading the game 7-0.

When half time was over, the Panthers picked up
where they left off on defense. The Panther offense
still struggled a bit getting yards, but that was about to
change. The Panthers pushed deep into Patriot real es-
tate and Collins took the ball in from about six yards
out. After that, it was all Panthers as Joel Elliot caught a
pass for a TD and Noah Collins rushed for another TD.
When it was all said and done, the Panthers put a big

Patriots on a new field
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Bryson Peters gets the sack.

dent on the new field defeating the Patriots 28-7. Noah
Collins was 15 of 23 in passing for 180 yards and had 22
rushes for 106 yards. He also had four solo tackles and
two interceptions. Bryson Peters had nine receptions
for 93 yards and on defense had nine solo tackles and
one sack. Blake Coleman had nine solo tackles, seven
assisted with two for losses. Ayden Brown and Kohan
Ramsey had six solo tackles each. Next week, they will
have to get some of the bugs out as Buffalo comes to
town with nothing but Panther steak on their mind - it
should be another good game.

Lady Mustangs begin the season by handing out losses

By Allen Hamrick a needle. The Lady Ti-

The Lady Mustangs are
geared up for the 2024 Vol-
leyball season. They have
been under the gun in prac-
tice as Abby Boggs and
Anissa Collins, the dream
team set of coaches, set the
standards and are running
herd. The Lady Mustangs
are looking like a team that
wants a little revenge for
last season and are ready
to bring the gold back to
CCMS. They have some
cannons on the line com-
ing from Laney Sears, Van-
essa Cleavenger, and Roxy
Schoolcraft - these ladies
will definitely scatter some
grape shot. In addition,
Autumn Rapp has a gun
arm that is nearly nonre-
turnable when she serves.
The whole team is stacked
with talent enough to beat
the best and be the best.
Last week, they had the
chance to prove it in their
season opener tri-match.
The Lady Mustangs butted
heads with both Walton
and Geary at Geary.

Walton was up first on
the chopping block, and it
was like a balloon against

gers played their best but
were no match for the
Lady Mustangs, and they
went down quick in two
straight games. Geary was
up next, and it was pretty
much the same side of the
record. The Lady Pan-
thers did what they could,
but in the end it was the
Lady Mustangs mopping
the floor by again winning
in two straight. This sea-
son’s team will have more
heavy hitters in the field
and Lady Mustangs that
can climb ice with tooth
picks all the while digging
like gophers. It will be
all out volleyball, and any
team that plays them will
have to bring more than an
average game to the courts
because the focus will be
on winning and becoming
CWVAC champions. This
should be a good season
for the CCMS Lady Mus-
tangs. They have been con-
ditioned to win, and they
are the dream team that
could go all the way. Their
ext match is with Webster
on September 9, so come
out and support the teams.
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Kennedy Adkins makes the super save.

Roxy Schoolcraft gets the dig.

Laney Sears demonstrates the touch kill.

Lady Panthers dropped some bombs at Braxton

By Allen Hamrick

Well, volleyball fans, the Lady Pan-

ther team started their season off on
a road trip to Gilmer County, which
proved to be a nail biter. The Lady
Panthers are a team that is stacked with
young talent and are a team to be reck-
oned with. They have several players
who can pinpoint their shots as well as
hit a ball so hard that the other team has
a hard time picking it up. This set with
Gilmer went all five games to determine
the winner. Gilmer took the first game
25-21, and the Lady Panthers came back
in a spittin’ contest in the second game
and won 27-25. Gilmer took the 3rd
game, and the Lady Panthers came back
with another pacemaker busting perfor-
mance winning 28-26. In the last game,
something happened to the Lady Pan-
thers as they fell off the wagon and lost
the game 12-25. It was a good opener
for the Lady Panthers, and it showed
them a couple things that they needed
to figure out before the match with the
Lady Eagles of Braxton.

The Lady Panthers’ cannons were
loaded as they hit the Lady Eagles’ floor
on Thursday evening. The JV team
started off with two wins, and then it was

Rylee Burkhamer sends the kill shot.

Varsity’s turn. With the Lady Eagle Var-
sity up next, it was redemption time for
the Lady Panthers. The Lady Panthers
took it to the Lady Eagles as Rylee Bur-
khamer was dropping bombs along with

Zoey Jones sends the heat.

teammate Zoey Jones. They were being
set by the master of the net... Maddie
Morton. The Panthers won the matchup
25-15, 25-15, and 25-12. The Lady
Panthers will be on the road most of the

Jaedon Delwarte masters spot Kkilling.

season with just four games at home for
some reason. Next up will be Calhoun
on Tuesday evening and Doddridge on
Thursday. Come out and catch a game —
Lady Panthers are on the move.
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Mustangs defeat the Blue Devils

Collin Elliot looks for running room.

By Allen Hamrick

The CCMS Mustangs opened their season Thursday
night at home against George Washington Middle. The
meeting between these two teams will always bring out the
best in each team, and that fact will always give the fans
some good, all-out football action. This meeting was a de-
fensive battle from the start; neither team was able to move
the ball offensively with any consistency. The Mustangs
were on the board first scoring six points. Caleb Robinson
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John Paxton looks for open field.

and Collin Elliot exploited the openings in the Devil de-
fense. After several run attempts, they broke loose and ran
the ball, getting much needed yards. The Mustang defense
shut GW down the first half with some great backfield
tackling. The Mustangs scored again before the half, and
the score stood at 12-0 Mustangs in the first half.

Once halftime was over, it was all defense on both sides
of the ball, and there was no holding back. If you like a
defensive confrontation, then this would have been a block

Panthers skin the Bison

Bryson Peters was deadly in the backfield.

By Allen Hamrick

This past week, the Bison of Buffalo
flew into town with the intent of leaving
Clay with a big loss. The Panthers, on the
other hand, had their own ideas about the
outcome. It was good to see so many fans
in attendance at the game. There isn’t
much to be said about this game other
than it was a complete thumping at the
hands of the Panthers. By the end of this
game, Buffalo was flying the surrender
please flag. Panther defense was all over
the field hitting like wild boars and pick-
ing apart the Bison passing game. Had
the Varsity stayed in after the half, the
score could have possibly reached triple
digits. The Panther offense moved the
ball at will and seemed to score just when
they felt like it. By the half, the Panthers
had amassed 47 points and had no inten-
tion of letting it go. Once the halftime
highlights were over, the Panther JV took
some of the helm and added 16 more
points. However, with the good nature of
the Panther defense, the Bison put up 14
pat on the head points before the match
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was over. In the end it was the Panthers
over the Bison 53-14.

Noah Collins once again racked up the
passing yards hitting 12 of 14 passes for
224 yards and five TD’s. On the receiv-
ing end of the ball, it was Jacoby Nichols
catching two passes for 102 yards and
two TD’s; he also scored a TD on a run
back after an interception. Ayden Brown
caught three for 75 yards, and Bryson
Peters had three catches for 31 yards.
Running the ball was Seth Robinson with
three carries for 71 yards, and Cooper
Collins had two runs for 36 yards and a
TD. It was a good game for the Panthers
as they start into the heavy side of their
schedule. Roane County and Sissonville
are two opponents that always have some
tough teams that won’t be as easy to con-
tend with. Clay Family Pharmacy owner
Brandon Keiper and his family were rec-
ognized with appreciation for their sup-
port of Panther athletics for sponsoring
the evening’s game. Panther games will
be at home the next two weeks, so come
out and catch a game.
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Caleb Robinson covers some real estate.

party. There was no way that the Mustangs would lose this
game, and their defense made it happen. The Mustang de-
fense held strong but gave up one Christmas present for six
points, holding the Blue Devils to just one TD. The game
ended with the Mustangs on top by the score of 12-6. The
Mustangs will be back on their home grid this Thursday
evening at 6 PM to take on Sherman Middle. It should be
a good game, and the Mustangs will have to bring their A
game defensively and offensively to win.

Jakoby Nichols grabs this bomb for 6 points.

P vty ot B o

o Wheg AND R T e

rail he lkRiver.com &

Clay Family Pharmacy owner Brandon Keiper accepts plaque from Shawn Krajeski.
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