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Last week, U.S. Senator Shelley Moore 
Capito (R-W.Va.), traveled to Kanawha 
and Clay counties where she participated 
in two events focused on broadband, mili-
tary readiness, and economic development.

First, Senator Capito delivered remarks 
at the 2024 West Virginia Broadband Sum-
mit in Charleston, W.Va. Senator Capito 
has long been a leader in expanding 
West Virginia broadband access through 
her Capito Connect plan.

“Broadband is key to a modern econo-
my. It impacts  students and schools,  pa-
tients and hospitals,  employers and busi-
nesses  looking to expand, and many 
more,” Senator Capito said. “I’ve always 
said that connecting our state will require 
an all-hands-on-deck approach, with col-
laboration from the federal, state, and local 
levels, and that’s what we are accomplish-
ing together at this summit.”

Later, Senator Capito, a member of the 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Defense (SAC-D), traveled to Lizemores 
to tour the Civil-Military Innovation Insti-
tute’s (CMI2) Adaptive Experimentation 
Facility (AEF). The AEF in Clay County 
offers a challenging and combat-realistic 
facility for military units seeking a multi-

domain environment for research and de-
velopment of innovative military technol-
ogy.

“It was great to meet with leaders at 
CMI2 and tour the progress they have made 
at their Adaptive Experimentation Facility, 
which has the potential to support innova-
tion and readiness for our military. This 
facility will make our state a key destina-
tion for military experimentation and de-
velopment, and I look forward to continue 
supporting them in their mission through 
my leadership on the Senate Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Defense,” Senator 
Capito said.

“Senator Capito has had a significant 
role in making this one-of-a-kind technol-
ogy experimentation facility in West Vir-
ginia become a reality,”  said Dr. Zenovy 
Wowczuk, founder of CMI2. “Ultimately, 
this facility will benefit Soldiers, small 
businesses, and individuals developing 
national security and commercial tech-
nologies that will have a direct impact on 
our military readiness and protecting our 
domestic borders. The AEF will also be a 
major economic engine for Clay/Nicholas 
Counties and the entire State of West Vir-
ginia.”

Capito Speaks at WV Broadband 
Summit, Tours CMI2 Facility

U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) visits the Civil-Military Innovation Insti-
tute’s (CMI2) Adaptive Experimentation Facility (AEF) in Lizemores, WV on Tuesday, 
Oct 22.

Cross country season is well underway 
at Clay County Middle School and Clay 
County High School.  The teams opened 
the season at the Beckley Chick-Fil-A In-
vitational on August 24.  For CCMS, in 
a field of 110 runners, Marissa Atha and 
McKinley Mahan medaled, placing 5th 
and 20th respectively.  Tara Conley and 
Danae Stricker also put forth strong ef-
forts.  Jackson Stricker ran a solid race 
for the boys’ team.  For the CCHS girls, 
Cheyanne Taylor was the highest finisher, 
followed by Abigail Grandon, Ashley 
Roberts and Jaylyn Holcomb.  Finally, for 
the high school boys’ team, Sawyer Dob-
bins medaled placing 7th in a field of 115 
runners.  The team also placed 7th over-
all with strong contributions from Kane 
Nida, Kaden Fitzwater, Trent Hinkle, An-
drew Tanner, Isiah Woods and Evan Bass.

On August 31, the teams traveled to Ca-
bell Midland High School to compete in 
the Midland XC Festival under the lights.  
This night race is consistently one of the 
most competitive meets on the schedule. 
Marissa Atha was the highest finisher for 
the CCMS girls placing 17thin a field of 
173 athletes.  Jackson Stricker ran for the 
middle school boys.  For CCHS, top fin-

ishers were Sawyer Dobbins and Chey-
anne Taylor.

This past Saturday, the teams com-
peted at the Braxton County No Excus-
es Invitational at Holly Gray State Park 
in Sutton.  This course is a challenging 
one, with the longest climb dubbed “kill 
hill.”  For CCMS, Atha and Mahan again 
each earned medals placing 5th and 12th 
respectively.  Cheyanne Taylor was top 
finisher for the high school girls. In the 
high school boys’ race, athletes from fif-
teen schools competed.  CCHS earned 
third place overall, impressively plac-
ing three runners in the top 15 - Dobbins 
placed 6th, Nida came in 8th, and Fitz-
water finished 14th.  Hinkle, Tanner and 
Woods also substantially contributed to 
the team’s success.

Several meets are scheduled in the 
coming weeks.  The teams travel to Dod-
dridge County High School on September 
17 and Little Beaver State Park on Sep-
tember 21. The following week they go to 
Lincoln County High School on Septem-
ber 25 and Pikeview High School on Sep-
tember 28.  Based on their continued im-
provement and success so far, the coaches 
expect great results.

By Gary Lee Stuber
Clay County FFA students had a very 

good year.  Local, regional and state com-
petitions saw many Clay County High 
School FFA participants place in top ten 
awards.  The Clay County Board of Edu-
cation funded their trip to nationals this 
year for five days in Indianapolis, a fine 
reward for hard work. Spearheaded by 
Kelsey McFarland and Robert Morris with 
the support of County Ag. Agent Michael 
Shamblin, 19 students were rewarded with 
this honor.  For some of them, this may 
be the first time past the western border of 
West Virginia.  

Students participating and the teams 
they represent are: 

Agricultural Sales: Evan Bass, Adi Belt, 
Jeffery Lowery and Elijah Paxton.  

Dairy Cattle: Hailey Rogers, Lillian 

Tucker, Natalie Caldwell and Skyler Lane. 
Environmental Science: Parker Taylor, 

Kaylah Kennedy, Madison Morton and 
Hollie Conley. 

Food Science: Akira Stuber, Juliana 
Metheny and Skylar Adkins. 

Entomology: Tomothy Rhodes, Savan-
nah Rhodes, Lydia Shamblin and Eric 
Keiffer. 

Chaperones include: Kelsey McFar-
land, Michael Shamblin, Robert Morris, 
Anatlia Williams and Paisley Hawk.  

Paisley would meet them at the Cedar 
Lakes location where all of them would 
take Charter Busses to Indianapolis with 
other state students. Bob Morris teased 
Kelsey that he didn’t have midwife train-
ing, as Kelsey is eight months pregnant. 
She laughed.  All the students present 
for the 6:30 AM bus ride from the Clay 

FFA students go to National 
Convention in Indianapolis

The Clay County FFA group.

CCHS Boys’ XC team takes 
third at Braxton Invitational

Marissa Atha led the CCMS girls’ team 
finishing 5th at the Braxton Invitational.

Sawyer Dobbins led the CCHS boys’ team 
with his 6th place finish at Braxton.

 Robinson’s rib busting hit sends ball to #4 Tyler Bird. Allen Hamrick photo. 

Mustangs are headed to 
championship play against 

Braxton

Clay County FFA students in Indianapolis. 
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Braxton COUNTY

Obituary

nicholas COUNTY

The Birch River PSD will hold its regular monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, November 12, at 9:00 am, at the 
PSD office in Birch River.

Clay Roane Public Service District: Per motion passed 
on Feb. 15, 2024, the Board Meeting dates and times 
have changed to the following: Regular Board meetings 
shall be held each third Monday of every month at 6 
p.m. via the online Zoom website. Except for the month 
of December which will be held in person at the office 
of Clay Roane PSD, same date and time.

The Clay County Middle School afterschool program 
is still seeking donated sewing machines. If you have 
a working portable sewing machine that you no longer 
need and would like to donate to a beginning sewist, 
please drop it off at the Clay County Library earmarked 
for the CCMS sewing class. The manual would be great 
to have with the machine. Please, include your contact 
information. In the case that the class is too small for 
the number of machines that may be donated, leave a 
note saying what you want done with it. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main 
Street in Clay is open to serve the public every Monday 
and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Homer Eugene Jones
Booked 10/24/24

Child neglect with risk of 
serious injury

James Luther McCune
Booked 10/28/24

Driving suspended, expired 
MVI, unsafe motor vehicle, 
possess of controlled sub-
stance, improper registra-

tion, no insurance

Ashley Nicole Alexander
Booked 10/21/24

Home confinement violation

Jason Wayne Fox
Booked 10/25/24

Domestic battery, domestic 
assault

Chasity Elaine Garrett
Booked 10/27/24

Conspiracy, false informa-
tion

Sonya Leigh Hawkins
Booked 10/23/24

Assault

Roger Lee Hudnall Jr.
Booked 10/22/24

Child neglect with risk of 
injury, domestic assault, 

domestic battery

Bonnie Mae Mason
Booked 10/27/24

False information, con-
spiracy

Brandy Marie Chapman
Booked 10/26/24

Driving revoked for DUI, 
possession of controlled 

substance 

Sonya Lynn Hice
Booked 10/26/24

Possession of controlled 
substance

Dona Yvonne Jarvis
Booked 10/26/24

Possession of controlled 
substance

James Michael Lester
Booked 10/21/24

Home confinement violation

Brandon Ray Simpson 
Booked 10/21/24

Destruction of property, 
home confinement violation, 

petit larceny, brandishing, 
trespassing asked to leave, 
obstruction, assault on of-

ficer

Andrea Renee Chennault
Booked 10/24/24

Gross neglect of child creat-
ing risk of injury or death

CLAY COUNTY

December 13,1926-Oc-
tober 14,2024

Norma Alyce Johnson 
of Bessemer, AL, passed 
away on Oct.14,2024, at 
the age of 97.

Norma was born on 
Dec.13, 1926 in Procious, 
WVa to parents Grover 

and Eva Crouse Samples.
After graduating from 

Clay County High School 
in 1942 she was employed 
at the Clay County Board 
of Education for 10 years. 
Following her relocation 
to Columbia, SC, she at-
tended Palmer College 
receiving certifications in 
Speed Writing and Medi-
cal Terminology, while 
working for the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Board.  
Norma continued in her 
career in Charlotte, NC 
eventually retiring from 
the Federal Comptrol-
ler of the Currency, OCC 
Agency.

She is a former mem-
ber of the National Asso-
ciation of Retired Federal 

Workers.
While living in Char-

lotte, Norma as a charter 
member of Idlewild ARP 
Church where she served 
as church treasurer, Dea-
con, President/Treasurer/
Historian of the Women 
of the Church, and served 
on the Grief Support 
group;following the pass-
ing of her husband James 
Burnell Johnson.  She also 
served in the giving min-
istries, sorting and distrib-
uting clothing to various 
church charities, prior to 
relocating to Bessemer, 
AL.

Norma was preceded in 
death by sisters Virginia 
Boggs of Procious, WVa 
and Lenore Hardman of 

Charleston WVa. She is 
survived by her sister Di-
xie Hill of Rockwall, TX; 
son Brent Johnson (wife 
Susan) Hoover, AL; (3) 
grandchildren; Jessica 
Oles (husband Thomas) 
of Cleveland, NC, Jeremy 
Johnson (wife Charlie 
Raye) of Oak Ridge,NC, 
Neely Baker of Spring 
Hill, TN; (8) great grand-
children Damon Oles, 
Nixon Oles, Ayden Sisk, 
Nolan Oles; Amelia John-
son, Callan Johnson, 
George Baker and Mary 
Elizabeth Baker.  

Norma will be honored 
in a graveside service and 
laid to rest at Sharon Me-
morial Park, Charlotte NC 
Nov 10, 2024.

Norma Alyce Johnson

Kaden Fitzwater medaled with his 
14th place finish.

Kane Nida earned a medal finishing 
8th at the Braxton Invitational.

McKinley Mahan medaled for CCMS 
with a 12th place finish at Braxton.

Continued from Page 1XC

The Tamarack Foundation for the Arts is excited to 
announce that it has been awarded $1,105,041 from the 
Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) POWER Ini-
tiative. The funding will support a transformative three-
year project titled “Establishing the Creative Network 
WV Arts Entrepreneur Ecosystem”, designed to bolster 
the creative community in West Virginia by expanding 
resources and opportunities for artists across the state.

This project, which represents a significant evolution 
in the Tamarack Foundation for the Arts’ mission to sup-
port West Virginia’s creatives, will enable artists to con-
nect with essential resources, foster collaboration, and 
reach new audiences. The project will provide artists 
with greater access to tools and services tailored to their 
career stage and needs through enhancements to the ex-
isting Creative Network. Upgrades to the website will 
also introduce advanced search functionality, allowing 
artists to be found based on their medium, location, and 
projects. The project will establish a multi-vendor plat-
form, expanding the reach of West Virginia artists state-
wide and opening new avenues for creative expression 
and entrepreneurship.

“We are extremely grateful to the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission for recognizing the importance of 
this work and supporting our vision for a thriving cre-
ative economy in West Virginia,” said Renee Margocee, 
Executive Director of Tamarack Foundation for the 
Arts. “This funding will allow us to embrace innovation, 
empower our artists, and foster a more interconnected 
and sustainable creative community.”

The award is part of ARC’s $68.2 million package 

to support economic diversification projects in coal-
impacted communities. As part of its POWER (Part-
nerships for Opportunity and Workforce and Economic 
Revitalization) Initiative, the ARC is investing in 65 
projects across 188 counties, aimed at stimulating en-
trepreneurship, creating jobs, and developing infrastruc-
ture in regions affected by the decline of coal industries.

“ARC’s POWER initiative supports coal-impacted 
communities’ preparation for the next phase of Appala-
chia’s economy, while ensuring that residents have a say 
in the course of their own futures,” said ARC Federal 
Co-Chair Gayle Manchin. “The investments announced 
in this round of POWER will help train workers, ad-
vance new industries, and build upon the progress al-
ready being made toward a brighter future full of eco-
nomic opportunity for our region.”

Since the POWER Initiative’s inception in 2015, 
ARC has invested over $484.7 million in 564 projects 
impacting 365 coal-impacted counties, helping create or 
retain nearly 54,000 jobs and preparing approximately 
170,000 workers and students for opportunities in grow-
ing industries such as entrepreneurship, tourism, and 
broadband infrastructure.

About the Appalachian Regional Commission:
The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) is a 

federal and state government partnership that works 
to strengthen economic growth across 423 counties in 
the Appalachian Region. ARC’s mission is to innovate, 
partner, and invest to build community capacity and 
foster socio-economic parity with the rest of the nation. 
Learn more at www.arc.gov.

Tamarack Foundation for the Arts Awarded 
$1.1 Million POWER Grant to Expand 

Creative Network in West Virginia
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By Dr. James Snyder
We were facing a very severe hurricane, and every-

thing was being shut down. The hurricane was to hit us 
on a Wednesday night. Because we were in the center 
of where that hurricane was supposed to come, we were 
not allowed to get out and drive on the streets.

I knew that I had to finish all my work by Tuesday. I 
had radio programs to record and write my syndicated 
newspaper column.

With due diligence, I got everything done by Tues-
day afternoon. We still had electricity, so I was able to 
email my radio programs, and newspaper column. I was 
afraid that if I had waited for my normal routine, we 
would have lost electricity at the least, and I would not 
have been able to get it all done.

I’ve never done something like this before, but I did 
all my week’s work on Monday and Tuesday. When 
I woke up Wednesday morning, I realized that I had 
nothing to do. All of the work for the week had already 
been finished, and I had nothing more to do.

Nothing like this has ever happened to me before. 
I’m the kind of person that likes to work every day. I 
go to my office every day and work and work and work. 
That’s my MO. I like nothing better than working.

Now, I had the rest of the week with nothing to do. 
I suppose I could’ve continued working on one of my 
writing projects or read some books I was working on, 
but I had a little butterfly thought floating in my head.

What would it be like if I had nothing to do?
The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage worked in 

her craft room, and was busy with her projects. Even 
if the electricity went out, she had something to do in 
her room.

I could’ve gone to my office, sat before my computer, 
and done some work.

Being the old geezer I am, I don’t have the energy I 
had 10 years ago. It takes me longer to do things that I 
once could do with a snap of my finger.

What if I just spent the next three days doing noth-
ing?

At one time, that would’ve been a terrible thought for 
me. But now I’m beginning to like that thought.

At the time, doing nothing seemed to be an excellent 
idea.

Having never done nothing before, I couldn’t figure 
out how to do it or how to plan my day. I’m pretty good 
at planning my day, but then I realized that if I’m going 
to do nothing, there is nothing to plan.

I did think about asking The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage how I should plan my nothing days. As I 
thought about that, I realized she would tell me what to 
do, and then I would have something to do rather than 
nothing. She is the great architect of doing things.

As I was planning my “Nothing Days,” I realized that 
I couldn’t think because that would be something. Oh 
boy, it is hard work to do nothing.

When I got up Wednesday morning, it started to rain, 
and there was a wind outside, so I decided to wear my 
pajamas all day. If I had changed into my daily pants 
and shirt, that would have been doing something, and I 
didn’t want to do anything.

I walked out to the kitchen where The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage was doing something. She was 
making breakfast.

She asked me, “Are you going to wear your pajamas 
all day?”

I looked back at her and said, “I have nothing to say.”
Thus began my first day of doing nothing.
Without even thinking about it, I ate my breakfast 

and wobbled my way to my easy chair to sit down and 
continue doing nothing.

“Do you have any plans for today?” My wife asked.
“I have nothing to say.”
She looked at me rather strangely and then walked 

back to her craft room to begin her projects for the day, 
whatever it was.

I just sat on my easy chair, leaned back, and enjoyed 
the moment.

One thing I’ve learned about these “Doing Nothing 
Days” is that they’re very easy to start. Nothing de-
mands that I do nothing, and I am unanimous in that.

I didn’t even look at my watch because that would be 
doing something. And if I’m doing nothing, why must I 
know what time it is?

I enjoyed three splendid days of doing nothing.
By Friday, the hurricane was out of our area, but there 

were still driving restrictions because of some damage. 
But the hurricane was over; therefore, my days of doing 
nothing were ending, and I would soon be back doing 
something.

When I was in my easy chair, I tried hard not to think 
because that was doing something. But Friday morning, 
I could think a little and look back over those days with 
great appreciation.

I’ve learned that there comes a time when I should 
set aside a day to do nothing. Maybe we should have a 
national Do-Nothing Day. I would recommend one re-
striction: everybody would be able to pick the day they 
would do nothing. I think that would go a long way in 
benefiting our country today.

I reflected on Colossians 3:23, “And whatsoever ye 
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.”

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website 
www.jamessnyderministries.com

By Joe Mazzella
When I was a boy I was great at math. I learned to add 

and subtract playing cards around the kitchen table with 
my family. In grade school I went over the multiplica-
tion tables again and again until I had them memorized. 
Then when I got to high school i had to take algebra. 
Suddenly, the numbers were letters, there were equa-
tions, and everything was so abstract I couldn’t make 
sense of it. Learning it felt like banging my head against 
the wall. I felt like I would never understand it, never 
use it, and never need it in my life.

That last part was proven false, though, several years 
later. I was working at a minimum wage job, struggling 
to support my young family. One day I found myself 
with just 10 dollars in my wallet until the next payday. 
The gas tank on my old clunker car was empty too, so I 
pulled up to a convenience store and put 5 dollars worth 
of gas in the tank. As I was waiting in line to pay, I saw 
the woman in front of me frantically searching through 
her purse to find enough cash to pay for 2 gallons of 
milk. For a second selfishness held back my heart, but 
then I walked forward and put down my last 5 dollars to 
help her get the milk for her children. As I left the store I 
felt strange. My wallet was empty but my heart felt full. 
I was flat broke but still felt like the richest man in the 
world. It didn’t make sense to me mathematically. But 
then I remembered that Algebra didn’t either. Maybe I 
didn’t have to understand it. Maybe I just had to enjoy it.

Life and Love are a lot like Algebra. They can be a 
mystery that we never fully understand. The truth is the 
more Love we give, the more Love we have. The more 
we share it, the more it grows inside of us. The more we 
help others, the more we help ourselves. Love is endless 
because God is endless. Life is eternal because God is 
eternal. It is impossible to understand, yet it makes per-
fect sense. Embrace the mystery then. And enjoy all the 
riches of Love.

Algebra, Life, And 
Love

Nothing Is More Satisfying Than Doing Nothing

First graders at Big Otter Elementary created Crazy Pumpkins in Miss Douglas’ class. With help from vol-
unteers Tayma Legg and Cindy Legg, students followed directions and created amazing crazy pumpkins with 
awesome art supplies. Thank you to all of our volunteers!

First graders make Crazy Pumpkins

The Indianapolis Convention Center

An FFA display

More displays from the convention. 

County High School on Tuesday, October 22, gathered 
for a photo.  Bob and Kelsey pretty much framed them 
on either end.   There were others not present who were 
being picked up on the way.  

Bob suggested it would be sometime late Tuesday 
when they would get to Indianapolis and would be de-
layed a little as students would be treated to supper at 
Cracker Barrel on the way.  

Also among those on this excursion was Trenton Brad-
ley, his wife Sarah, and their baby Jaylin Rose. Trenton 
was this year’s American Degree Recipient. 

Activities at the National FFA Convention were sched-
uled from 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday through Friday.  The 
students would return to Clay County High School on 
Saturday October 26.

Students will make many memories and perhaps return 
with more honors and awards.

By Nadia Ramlagan
Medicare open enrollment began earlier this month, 

and for West Virginians over 65, this season is a time to 
reconsider their health care needs.

More than 450,000 West Virginia residents rely on 
Medicare for health care according to the health re-
search organization KFF.

Dr. Rhonda Randall, chief medical officer and execu-
tive vice president of UnitedHealthcare Employer and 
Individual, said Medicare plans can be complex, so it is 
best to start comparing them now, adding the deadline 
to enroll is Dec. 7.

“A lot can change in a year,” Randall, pointed out. 
“You want to consider, are your current benefit plans 
still meeting your health care needs and your budget 
needs, and has anything changed with your plan?”

Randall also recommended checking plans for mental 
health coverage. According to America’s Health Rank-
ings, more than 10% of adults age 65 and older said their 
mental health was not good 14 or more days in the past 
month. Websites such as JustPlainClear.com and Medi-

careMadeClear.com  offer plan explanations for mem-
bers and caregivers.

Ellen Allen, executive director of West Virginians 
for Affordable Health Care, said programs like Medi-
care and Medicaid are critical for keeping communities 
healthy. She added for older adults needing long-term 
care, Medicaid in particular is a lifeline.

“Seventy-two percent of West Virginians who are in 
skilled nursing care, long-term care, their care is paid 
for by Medicaid,” Allen emphasized. “You’re talking 
thousands of dollars a month to live in a residential 
skilled nursing care.”

More than  9,200 West Virginians  live in residential 
care facilities, according to 2023 data from KFF.

Meanwhile, open enrollment dates vary for other 
types of health plans. People with employer-sponsored 
coverage typically select a plan between September and 
December. And open enrollment for plans on the Health 
Insurance Marketplace runs from November 1 to Janu-
ary 15. More information is available at www.UHCO-
penEnrollment.com.

Medicare open enrollment: Tips to help 
older West Virginians select plans

ANDERSON HEIGHTS 
APARTMENTS

2626 PROCIOUS • MAYSEL ROAD • MAYSEL, WV 25133
304-587-2011 • TTY/TDD 771

ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
DESIGNED FOR THOSE AGE 62 OR OLDER
Handicap / Disabled Regardless Of Age
Electric  • Air  • Refrigerator  • Range

Water, Sewer & Trash Included
Handicap Units Available

On-Site Management / Maintenance
Laundry Facilities

Income Limits Do Apply     Rent Based On Income
Monday – Thursday 8 AM – 4:40 PM
Gateway Management Services, LLC

Rental Office 304-587-2011 
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
MONROE & GREENBRIER COUNTIES, WEST VIRGINIA

NOVEMBER 7, 11 AM  - LIVE AND ONLINE 

WOLTZ & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
800.551.3588 • WOLTZ.COM 

5% Buyer’s Premium • 2% Broker Participation Off ered

3,377± ACRES OFFERED IN 21 TRACTS 
Discover an extraordinary opportunity to own a piece of West Virginia’s 
stunning natural landscape, where the beauty of the Appalachian Mountains 
meets the tranquility of untouched wilderness. Th ese three unique properties, 
spanning Monroe and Greenbrier counties, off er unparalleled outdoor 
recreation, breathtaking vistas, and the chance to build your dream retreat. 
Auction Held at WVSOM at 400 Lee St, Lewisburg, WV 24901. 
Previews: 10/20, 11/2 & 11/3 from 10AM to 3PM. Meet agents at Barn Store 
Gas Station Parking lot – 8075 Sweet Springs Valley Rd, Gap Mills, WV 
24941. Jim Woltz, Broker.

WV Statewide Ad 2x4 Display

W
V 
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00

0



4 - The Clay County Free Press, Thursday, October 31, 2024 	  	   			      					                                                                                                         Thursday, October 31, 2024 The Clay County Free Press - 5

Puzzle Answers Page 2

The following events 
happened on these dates 
in West Virginia history. 
To read more, go to e-WV: 
The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Oct. 30, 1825: Ran-
dolph McCoy was born 
in Logan County. In 1878, 
McCoy’s accusation 
against a cousin of Ander-
son “Devil Anse” Hatfield 
for stealing a hog set off a 
deadly series of events in 
the Hatfield-McCoy Feud.

Oct. 31, 1877: Herman 
Guy Kump was born in 
Capon Springs, Hamp-
shire County. He was the 
19th governor of West 
Virginia, serving from 

1933 to 1937.
Oct. 31, 1940: Gale 

Catlett, West Virginia 
University basketball 
player and coach, was 
born in Hedgesville. 
Catlett coached WVU to 
13 20-win seasons before 
he retired in 2002. 

Oct. 31, 1946: Labor 
leader Cecil Edward Rob-
erts Jr. was born on Cabin 
Creek, Kanawha County. 
A sixth-generation coal 
miner and a fiery orator, 
Roberts has served as 
president of the United 
Mine Workers of America 
since 1995.

Oct. 31, 1951: Foot-
ball coach Nick Saban 

was born in Fairmont. 
As a quarterback, he led 
Monongah High School 
to a 1968 state champion-
ship. He went on to coach 
Louisiana State Univer-
sity and the University 
of Alabama to seven na-
tional championships (six 
with Alabama), the most 
of any coach in history.

Nov. 1, 1688: Mor-
gan Morgan was born in 
Wales. Traditionally, Mor-
gan was considered the 
first White settler of West 
Virginia, but others were 
likely here first. He settled 
in the Bunker Hill area in 
1731, building a log house 
that still remains.

Nov. 1, 1848: Israel 
Charles White was born 
in Monongalia County. 
White was West Virgin-
ia’s first state geologist, 
appointed in 1897 and 
serving until his death 
in 1927, working with-
out pay for all but two of 
those years.

Nov. 1, 1961: The first 
non-commercial radio 
station in West Virginia, 
WMUL-FM at Marshall 
University, began broad-
casting.

Nov. 2, 1859: John 
Brown was convicted of 
murder, treason and in-
surrection in the Jeffer-
son County Courthouse 
at Charles Town. Brown’s 
raid on Harpers Ferry gal-
vanized the nation, further 
alienating North and South 
and drastically reduc-
ing any possible middle 
ground for compromise 
to avert the Civil War. 
Nov. 2, 1952: Tri-State 
Airport in Wayne County 
was dedicated, with the 
first official landing made 
at 11 a.m. by Piedmont 
Airlines. 

Nov. 2, 1996: Baseball 
player Toni Stone died. 
Born in Bluefield, she 
joined the Negro Ameri-
can League in 1953, be-
coming the first woman 
to play pro baseball in a 
previously all-male major 
league.

Nov. 3, 1947: Kanawha 
Airport (now Yeager In-
ternational Airport) was 
dedicated.World War I ace 
Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker 
was among the dignitaries 
present. 

Nov. 4-5, 1985: Heavy 
rains led to devastating 
floods in parts of West 
Virginia. Forty-seven 
people were killed, and 
several towns were se-
verely damaged. 

Nov. 5, 1891:Alfred 
Earle “Greasy” Neale 
was born in Parkersburg. 
He was one of West Vir-
ginia’s greatest all-around 

athletes. 

Nov. 5, 1922: Cecil 
Underwood was born at 
Josephs Mills in Tyler 
County. Underwood, West 
Virginia’s 25th and 32nd 
governor, served as the 
state’s youngest and old-
est chief executive.

Nov. 5, 1927: Musi-
cian “Ellie” Mannette 
was born in Trinidad and 
helped popularize steel 
drum music worldwide. In 
1992, he became an artist-
in-residence at WVU, 
coordinating the school’s 
steel drum program. In 
1999, he was named a 
National Endowment for 
the Arts National Heritage 
Fellow, the nation’s high-
est arts honor.
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HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

SWITCH AND SAVE up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlim-ited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-615-6411

JOBS
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MISCELLANEOUS
WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 

purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators 
- the most powerful home standby gen-
erators available. Industry-leading com-
prehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 
value.) Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-855-609-1433.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today

WHEN YOU WANT THE BEST, you 
want Omaha Steaks! 100% guaranteed 
and delivered to your door! Our Butch-
er’s Deluxe Package makes a great gift 
and comes with 8 FREE Burgers ONLY 
$99.99.  Call 1-877-460-6356  and 
mention code 77318CKG or visit www.
omahasteaks.com/Deluxe9637

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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GUARANTEED
Life Insurance

up to $20,000.00
Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from 
Physicians Life Insurance Company

Cash to help pay your funeral, 
medical bills or other fi nal expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions

• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 6236

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

 Plus — you’ll 
also get a FREE
Final Wishes 
Planner just 
for calling!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Looking for someone to plow snow from the 

 lot and shovel snow from the sidewalk for the 
Clay County Department of Health and 

Human Resources office in Clay, WV.

If interested, please contact 
Patty Martin at 304-872-0810
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS ON A PROPOSAL TO CLOSE AND CONSOLIDATE
CLAY COUNTY, MIDDLE SCHOOL

INTO EXISTING CLAY ELEMENTARY, BIG OTTER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, AND
CLAY COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE COUNTY OF CLAY
WV 18-4-13a

WV Board of Education Policy 6204
The Clay County Board of Education will hold four public hearings, as follow, on the Superintendent’s 

recommendation to close Clay County Middle School and consolidate it into existing Clay Elementary 
School, existing Big Otter Elementary School, and existing Clay County High School to take effect at the 
end of the 2026-2027 school year contingent upon SBA funding.

• Clay County Middle School Public Hearing
 LOCATION: Clay County Middle School
 DATE AND TIME: November 6, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.
 Sign in between 5:00 p.m. and 5:55 p.m. to speak.

• Clay County High School Public Hearing
 LOCATION: Clay County High School
 DATE AND TIME: November 7, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.
 Sign in between 5:00 p.m. and 5:55 p.m. to speak.

• Big Otter Elementary School Public Hearing
 LOCATION: Big Otter Elementary School
 DATE AND TIME: November 12, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.
 Sign in between 5:00 p.m. and 5:55 p.m. to speak.

• Clay Elementary School Public Hearing
 LOCATION: Clay Elementary School
 DATE AND TIME: November 13, 2024, at 6:00 p.m.
 Sign in between 5:00 p.m. and 5:55 p.m. to speak.

ALTERNATIVE DATES AND TIME:
Should the hearing be unable to be held on the scheduled date due to inclement weather or other factors 

beyond the control of the county, the hearing(s) will be held on the following dates at the same location as 
the originally scheduled hearing:

 Clay County Middle School November 14, 2024, beginning at 5:00 p.m.
 Clay County High School November 14, 2024, beginning at 7:00 p.m.
 Big Otter Elementary School November 18, 2024, beginning at 5:00 p.m.
 Clay Elementary School November 18, 2024, beginning at 7:00 p.m.
If for any other reason the meeting cannot be conducted on the alternative date or time, the board of 

education shall determine a date or time.
Should the hearing require additional time beyond 11:00 p.m., it will be recessed and will reconvene at 

the same location as the recessed hearing at 6:00 p.m. on the next business day on which no other hearing 
is scheduled.

PLACE:
The hearing location is subject to change if, at the time the meeting is called to order, it is determined 

there is insufficient room to accommodate all those who wish to attend. The hearing shall be recessed and 
moved to a new location of sufficient size to accommodate those who wish to attend. If that happens, the 
new meeting location shall be posted at the original meeting location.

PROPOSED ACTION OF THE CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION:
Closure and consolidation of Clay County Middle School with existing Clay Elementary School, exist-

ing Big Otter Elementary School, and existing Clay County High School at the end of the 2024-2025 school 
year contingent upon SBA funding

SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN MATERIAL:
Six copies of written material intended to be reviewed by the county board of education must be submit-

ted to the Office of the Superintendent, 285 Church Street, Clay, West Virginia 25043 on or before the close 
of business on October 31, 2024, in order to provide the county board of education time to consider the 
material before the vote. Facilities will be made available to make copies up to ten pages.

HEARING PROCEDURES:
A representative of Clay County Schools will provide an oral summary of the reasons and supporting 

data in connection with the proposed action of the Board. For a period of fifty-five minutes prior to the com-
mencement of the public hearing, persons may sign a register for the purpose of making statements, offer-
ing testimony, and questioning school officials. Persons wishing to speak about the effects of the proposed 
closure of Clay County Middle School and consolidation into existing Clay Elementary School, existing 
Big Otter Elementary School, and existing Clay County High School as well as those who wish to speak as 
members of the general public, will be recognized in the order in which they have signed the register. Each 
person shall be limited to three minutes. Written statements may be submitted in lieu of oral statements or 
testimony and must be submitted prior to the conclusion of the hearing. Any written statement will be given 
full consideration before the board takes any final action.

REASONS AND SUPPORTING DATA AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION:
Written reasons and supporting data in connection with the proposed action of the Board are available for 

public inspection on week days when school is in session by October 2, 2024, through date of last hearing 
between the hours of 7:30 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. in the Office of the Superintendent of Clay County Schools 
located at 285 Church Street, Clay, West Virginia.
Philip Dobbins,
Superintendent
Clay County Board of Education
October 2, 2024
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 24-0671-E-P
MONONGAHELA POWER COMPANY and
THE POTOMAC EDISON COMPANY

Application for Review, Reconciliation and Establishment
of new ELG Surcharge Rates Effective January 1, 2025.

NOTICE OF FILING AND HEARING
On August 2, 2024, Monongahela Power Company and The Potomac 

Edison Company filed an application for review and approval of new 
Effluent Limitation Guideline (ELG) Surcharge reconciliation and true-
up to establish a new surcharge rate for the Companies effective January 
1, 2025. The review period for this proceeding is through June 30, 2024, 
and the new rate period is calendar year 2025.

The total proposed ELG rates represent an approximate one-tenth of 
one percent increase in total rates. The impact to a residential customer 
using 1,000 kilowatts per month is a $0.12 increase in the monthly bill 
raising it from $137.58 to $137.70.

The Commission will conduct an evidentiary hearing at 9:30 a.m. on 
December 5, 2024, in the Howard M. Cunningham Hearing Room, Pub-
lic Service Commission, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, WV. Interested 
persons should monitor the Commission’s web docket and website be-
cause the evidentiary hearing may be cancelled for good cause.

Anyone desiring to intervene should file a written petition to inter-
vene by October 30, 2024. Failure to intervene timely can affect your 
right to participate in the proceeding. Requests to intervene must com-
ply with the Commission’s rules on intervention. Anyone desiring to file 
public comment regarding the proposed new rates may file such com-
ment at any time during this case. Petitions to intervene and public com-
ments should include the case name and number and be addressed to: 
The Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Virginia, 
P.O. Box 812, Charleston, WV 25323. Public comments may also filed 
online at http://www.psc.state.wv.us/scripts/onlinecomments/default.
cfm by clicking the “Formal Case” link.

MONONGAHELA POWER COMPANY and
THE POTOMAC EDISON COMPANY

HIGH STREET APARTMENTS 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT! 

136 HIGH STREET, CLAY, WEST VIRGINIA 25043 
304-587-2011 

WEST VIRGINIA TTY/TDD 711 
RENTAL OFFICE LOCATED AT ANDERSON HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 2626 

PROCIOUS MAYSEL ROAD, MAYSEL, WV 25133 
 

MOVE IN SPECIAL – FIRST MONTHS RENT FREE 
 

TWELVE (12) ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE 

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AND QUIET.  
 

AMENITIES INCLUDE: 
ALL ELECTRIC 

REFRIGERATOR AND RANGE 
WATER, SEWER & TRASH INCLUDED 

LAUNDRY FACILITIES ON SITE 
 

INCOME LIMITS DO APPLY 
RENT BASED ON INCOME 

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY: 
GATEWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, LLC 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY – THURSDAY 8AM – 4:30PM 
FOR AN APPLICATION OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT THE 

RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011 

HIGH STREET APARTMENTS
136 HIGH STREET, CLAY, WEST VIRGINIA 25043

304-587-2011
WEST VIRGINIA TTY/TDD 711
RENTAL OFFICE LOCATED AT 

ANDERSON HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 
2626 PROCIOUS MAYSEL ROAD, MAYSEL, WV 25133

TWELVE (12) ONE AND TWO BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS  AVAILABLE

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AND QUIET. 

AMENITIES INCLUDE:
ALL ELECTRIC

REFRIGERATOR AND RANGE
WATER, SEWER & TRASH INCLUDED

LAUNDRY FACILITIES ON SITE

INCOME LIMITS DO APPLY
RENT BASED ON INCOME

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY:
GATEWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, LLC

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY – THURSDAY 8AM – 4:30PM
FOR AN APPLICATION OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

CONTACT THE RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011
Equal Opportunity 

Provider and Employer

Legal 6 col x 7-1/2”
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West Virginia Archives and History will host a “Celebration of West Virginia Veter-
ans” in the Archives and History Library at the Culture Center, State Capitol Complex, 
in Charleston on Friday, Nov. 8. The program will be held from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
is free and open to the public.

The program will be divided into two segments, the first covering World War I to 
the Korean War, and the second segment addressing the Korean War and subsequent 

conflicts. Each segment will be followed by a panel-style question and answer session. 
The program will feature a diverse group of 10 guest speakers, including veterans, 
historians, authors, and representatives from museums and memorials. Light snacks 
and refreshments will be provided during a break between the two sessions.

For more information, contact Ella Preece at ella.s.preece@wv.gov or (304) 558-
0230.

West Virginia Archives and History celebrates veterans 
in November
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JOIN OUR
TEAM!

Travel the extra mile with a team that
will encourage you to make a difference. 
We’re hiring: 

RN Director of
Nursing (DON)

RN Assistant Director
of Nursing (ADON)

Director of Social
Services (LSW / MSW)

RN, QI / Infection
Control Nurse

Scan the QR code or visit
communicarehealth.com
to apply online!

1053 Clinic Dr, Ivydale, WV | 304-286-4204

Competitive Rates • Free Uniforms • Set Schedules 
 • 401(k) Company Match • MORE!

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID 
RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

Promo: 285

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!Yard Sale: November 1, 2 & 4, 9 am - 2 pm.   Nov. 3, noon - 4 pm. 

Schoonover residence, 158 Left Fork Sandy, Wallback.  Items include a Massey 
Ferguson tractor, Husqvarna lawnmower, Stihl weed eater, outside Christmas 

decorations, golf clubs, table saw, furniture, and other items.

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

Your Ad 
Could 

Be 
Here!

Call us at  
304-647-

5724
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By Allen Hamrick   
On Thursday night, the 

Mustangs came into their 
last regular season foot-
ball game with a can Whip 
Butt.  They were up against 
George Washington Middle 
to determine which team 
would go to the champi-
onship game against Brax-
ton.   The evening started 
with a pre-game meet the 
8th grader players and 
their parents before getting 
down to the business of pig 
skin.  At the end of this year, 
these students will move on 
to the high school and have 
an all new set of challenges 
they will face.

With that being said, it 
was time to start the plays 
and get the job done.  GW 
looked as though they were 
ready to give the Mustangs 
a game.  The Mustangs 
jumped on the boards 
quick, and by the second 
quarter were ahead in the 
game 12-6.  The GW Dev-
ils had a good drive, threw 
the Mustang defense off 
just a little and scored an-
other TD and were able to 
get the two extra points, 
making the score 12- 14.  
The Mustangs had to punt 
the ball, the Devils got it 
back and were marching 
to the end zone.  The Mus-
tang defense was holding 
their ground at the end 
zone stopping the passes 
and runs short.  Then Ca-
leb Robinson gave such a 
bone crushing hit against 
a receiver that the ball 
bounced out into the wait-
ing arms of Tyler Bird. Bird 
took the pig 90 plus yards 
for a TD making the score 
20-14 after the two point 
conversion.  This seemed 
to take the fire out of the 
furnace for the Devils. The 
Mustangs were high step-
ping out of their barns and 
getting their game to a new 

level for the opportunity to 
get back to the champion-
ship.

After half time, the Mus-
tangs came out focused and 
were not intimidated by 
the air game of the Devils.  
The Devils never gained 
much on the field after the 
half. As a matter of fact, 
the Mustang defense was 
so good that it looked as 
though the Devils were on 
our side. Plainly put, in all 
the games, whether they are 
college or pro, there isn’t a 
better display of good, raw 
defense.

On the flip side of the 
coin, the offensive line of 
the Mustangs was equally 
dominant opening holes 
that looked like portals 
straight to the end zone 
with superb blocking on the 
line and down field which 
allowed Mustang running 
backs Collin Elliot and 
Caleb Robinson plenty of 
looks down field toward the 
end zone.  The only trouble 
for the Devils was that the 
Mustangs turned up the dial 
on their game and dominat-
ed every inch of the field.  
When the smoke cleared, it 
was the Mustangs beating 
the Devils.  

The Mustangs will 
now head to the CWVAC 
Championship against 
Braxton on Thursday night 
at 6:30 PM.  These two 
teams met early in the year, 
and the Mustangs were 
handed their pink slips. 
Perhaps this time they will 
have what it takes to win.  
Braxton will bring what-
ever they got to the table 
Thursday night and lay it 
all out at the snap of the 
ball. Otherwise, it will get 
ugly for them real quick.  
So, if you have a thirst for 
football at its finest, make 
your plans to head to the 
game.  Go Mustangs!

By Allen Hamrick
The Lady Mustangs competed in the CWVAC 

Championship at South Harrison Middle/ High on Sat-
urday, October 28.  It has been a while since the tro-
phy has been in the great halls of CCMS, and the Lady 
Mustangs had a chance to make it happen once again.  
All season, they have been the team that has silently, 
methodically and without a lot of fanfare taken apart 
any team that has opposed them.  They did it with kills, 
some of which had enough zip to knock a small build-
ing down.  They also did it with finesse on the net and 
by never letting a ball touch the ground without hitting 
the floor digging for it.  Serving the ball looked more 
like bullets finding dead center, some of which were so 
fast there was no reaction time for the other team.  It 
was the perfect season, seemingly, as they went 17-4 

in regular season play.  It was like watching a clock 
work flawlessly with each girl playing their part at a 
hundred percent.

Coach Abbie Boggs and assistant Anissa Collins 
both did an outstanding job and should be commended 
for getting these ladies prepared, physically and men-
tally, to excel in their endeavors.  The Lady Mustangs 
faced some tough teams in the regular season and once 
again at the championship tournament.  The champion-
ship was separated into four pools. The Lady Mustangs 
faced and took down Spencer, Braxton and Spencer 
again before moving into the “Lose and you’re gone” 
round.  South Harrison was up next, and it was a must 
win to get to the championship game.  The Lady Mus-
tangs had defeated the Lady Hawks in regular season 
play; it was a barn burner then and it was hopefully 

going to be another one.  However, the Lady Mustangs 
looked as though the wheels came completely as they 
just couldn’t seem to get the rhythm going as they had 
all day previously.  Call it intimidated, tired, or what-
ever; it was a different team on the court.  They lost the 
match to the Lady Hawks and were out of the tourna-
ment. 

All season long, the Lady Mustangs have given the 
fans their money’s worth every time they hit the court 
and can hold their heads up as a result.  If these girls 
can stay together as a team, they could take CCHS 
back to the state championships.  Congratulations to 
the Lady Mustangs on a great season. Receiving All 
Conference awards for outstanding play was Autumn 
Rapp and Roxy Schoolcraft.  The All Tournament 
award went to Gracie Cottrell.

Vanessa Cleavenger gets the kill shot against Spencer. 
Photo Allen Hamrick

Season ends for Lady Mustangs at CWVAC tournament

L-R Autumn Rapp - All Conference, Roxy Schoolcraft 
- All Conference and Gracie Cottrell - All Tournament.  
Photo Ashley Rapp

Laney Sears gets the kill against Sought Harrison.  Photo 
Isaiah Deems

Collin Elliot nearly gets in for the TD with no time left on 
board.

Mustangs are headed to championship play against 
Braxton

#75 Adam Canfield and #73 Holden Winebrenner were giving the QB some pressure. 

 Tyler Bird heads to the end zone.


