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The following students placed at the Science Fair 
held earlier this year.

Elementary Winners:
Energy Science (Individual):
1st Place- Singing Glass (Emmett Houseknect) CES
3rd Place- Which Battery will Last Longer? (Pais-

ley Morton, Zoey Jennings) CES
Energy Science (Group):
2nd Place- Solar Oven (Brynlee Peters, Zyair Nich-

ols) CES
Engineering (Individual)
1st Place- What is a Fluid Coupling? (Caitlyn Hens-

ley) BOE
2nd Place- Rubber Band Car (Owen Paxton) BOE
3rd Place- Ping Pong Pick Up (Noah Garvin) BOE
Engineering (Group)
2nd Place- The Science of Parachuting (Vance 

Hamrick, Brayden Street, Alexander Holcomb) CES
Material Science (Individual)
1st Place- Do Colors Affect Physical Comfort? 

(Lyndsay Nichols)CES
2nd Place- What Brand Pop is the Best? (Ellayna 

Brown) BOE
3rd Place- Which Shape Melts Quickest? (Easton 

Laughlin) BOE
Material Science (Group)
1st Place- What’s Poppin? (Jenna Paxton, Reagon 

Payton) BOE
2nd Place- Which Liquid Dissolves Skittles the 

Fastest? (Holley Ramsey, Nevaeh Ramsey) CES
Physics
1st Place- What is a Hydraulic Lift? (Benzley 

Champ) BOE
Animal Science
1st Place- Science With Sammie? (Kinslee Duff-

ield) BOE
2nd Place- What Supplemental Feed do Deer Prefer 

the Most? (Jase Beck) BOE
Chemistry (Individual)
1st Place- The Science Behind Fudge Texture(Harper 

Faulkner) BOE
2nd Place- What Milk Chocolate Melts the Fastest? 

(Cooper Bird) CES
3rd Place- Lemon Juice VS Vinegar (Zoey Raynor) 

BOE
Chemistry (Group)
1st Place- Elephant Toothpaste (Leora Nine, Tessa 

Kiser, Nevaeh Jones) CES
3rd Place- Homemade Lava Lamps (Charlotte El-

liott, Emma Nine) CES
Earth & Environmental Science (Group)
3rd Place- Borax or Salt (Brystol O’Dell, Kinsley 

Taylor) CES
Earth & Environmental Science (Individual)
1st Place- Erosion (Jett Wilmoth) BOE
2nd Place- Surface Tension (Iris Miller) BOE
Medical Science (Group)
3rd Place- Flavor War (Savanah McMillion & Lila 

Duffield) CES
Medical Science (Individual)

1st Place- We Eat Nails (Abigail Samples) CES
Plant Science (Individual)
1st Place- What Liquid Make Grass Grow the Fast-

est? (Paisley Adkins) BOE
2nd Place- Will it Grow? (Adalyn Boggs) BOE
3rd Place- Strawberry DNA (Kynlie Persinger) 

BOE

Middle School:
Plant Science: 1st Place: Will it Grow? (Sophia 

Boggs)
Earth & Environmental Science What Contami-

nants are in Local Waters?(Alex Holcomb, Tyler Hol-
comb, & David Samuels)

Chemistry- 2nd Place: Rainbow Rain (Hannah 
Gandee).

Science Fair winners announced

The first place winners (pictured) will be moving on to the Regional Science Fair. 

Joel Elliot gets points on the board. Allen Hamrick photo.

Panthers take a hit 
at home; Mustang 

basketball dominates

Two talented students from Clay El-
ementary, Keaton Patterson and Rea-
gan King, recently made their mark 
in the statewide Forest Essay Contest. 
Sponsored by the Division of Forestry 
and Natural Resources at West Vir-
ginia University, the contest was part 
of Forest Products Week and aimed to 
highlight the vital role forests play in 
West Virginia’s economy.

The competition challenged students 
to write a 350-word essay exploring 
a tree in their backyard. Participants 
were asked to identify the species of 
the tree, note any signs of wildlife, and 
assess its health. Their essays not only 
showcased their knowledge of nature 
but also their creativity and observa-
tional skills.

Keaton Patterson earned a well-de-
served second place for his essay. Ke-
aton’s creative writing brought his ob-
servations of a very tall oak tree in his 
back yard. It also included some run-

ins with a squirrel he named, “Sandy.”  
He demonstrated a deep understanding 
of the importance of trees in providing 
food and shelter for wildlife. Reagan 
King secured third place with her in-
sightful essay about a sassafras tree. 
Reagan’s essay told of her trips with 
her uncle to see this tree and taste the 
wood, which she says tastes like root 
beer! 

Both students will receive cash 
prizes for their outstanding entries, 
while their teacher, Mrs. Gauding, 
will be awarded a gift card. “We are 
very proud of Keaton and Reagan,” 
says their principal Megan Starcher. 
This contest was a wonderful oppor-
tunity for them to connect with nature 
and showcase their writing talents. 
The Forest Essay Contest not only 
celebrated West Virginia’s forests but 
also encouraged students to appreci-
ate the trees and wildlife in their own 
backyards.

Clay Elementary 
Students Shine in Forest 

Essay Contest

Reagan King Keaton Patterson
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CLAY COUNTY

Braxton Cty.

Puzzle Answers

nicholas COUNTY

Nicholas Ray Davis
Booked 12/17/24

Destruction of property, 
grand larceny, burglary

Bobby Edward Nichols
Booked 12/16/24 

Failure to register as a sex 
offender

Jared Heath Smearman
Booked 12/18/24
Bond violation

Derek Brent Strickland
Booked 12/17/24

Home confinement violation

Joshua Caleb Bolen
Booked 12/16/24

Circuit court Capias

Stacy Marie Hughart
Booked 12/18/24

Violation of parole

Matthew Dale Jarrett
Booked 12/16/24

Sexual abuse first degree

Paul Michael McKinney
Booked 12/18/24

Probation violation

Students at Big Otter Elementary are follow-
ing the  PAX  Good Behavior Game and becom-
ing role models for other students. Students show 
a positive attitude towards their classmates and 
teachers.  Congratulations to the following students 
for being selected as the November & December 
2024 PAX Leaders at Big Otter Elementary School!

 
Mr. Dustin Vaughan – 5th  Grade – Jase Beck & 

Jenna Paxton
Mrs. Burns – 4th  Grade – Ellayna Brown & Ty 

Thorne
Mr. Dylan Vaughan - 4th  Grade - Tripp Sears & 

Cattie Boggs

Mrs. Pierson – 3rd Grade – Kathryn Hanshaw & 
Abigail Shamblin

Ms. Paxton - 3rd Grade - Aaliyla Young & Jessie 
Cadle

Ms. Jarvis – 2nd  Grade – Courtney Duffield & 
Lacey Tanner

Ms. Douglas – 1st  Grade – Kylie Persinger & 
Stephanie Thompson

Mrs. Collins – Kindergarten – Haven Huffman & 
Holdyn Billups

Mrs. Marks - PreK - Lincoln Vaughan & Phoebe 
Nichols

Mrs. Montgomery – PreK – Kendall Duffield & 
Addison Watkins

Big Otter PAX students named

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SERVICE. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
16 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
16 Times in a Row.”

855-615-6411

BIG WIRELESS 
COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG 
WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

Plans start at $20/Month.

©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Up to half the cost savings 
based on Consumer Cellular’s single-line, 1, 5 and 10GB data plans with unlimited talk and text 
compared to T-Mobile and Verizon’s lowest cost, single-line post-paid unlimited talk, text and data 
plans, January 2024. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and 
other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations.
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Dr. James L. Snyder
The best holiday for me is Christmas. I enjoy every-

thing about Christmas except paying for many gifts. But 
looking back, it’s all been worth it. I can’t think of any-
thing I would ever change.

It’s the one time of the year that families get together 
who usually aren’t together during the year because of 
work schedules and so forth.

I look forward to our great Christmas gatherings. 
There was a time in our family when the number of fam-
ily members increased every year. I thought when we 
had children, that would be the end of it. But wouldn’t 
you know all of our kids decided to have their own 
kids? And it’s even come to the point where some of our 
grandkids are having their own kids.

Oh boy, when will this stop?
Actually, I hope it doesn’t stop.
Everybody looks forward to the Christmas holiday 

and everything associated with it. It is very hard to have 
a bad Christmas, no matter what seems to happen.

After our Christmas holiday, I was sitting in my easy 
chair drinking coffee and reflecting on all the Christ-
mases I had as a child. Those were fun times. I got to see 
relatives I haven’t seen the rest of the year.

It was then I remembered something—the worst 
Christmas I ever had. I had forgotten about this, but all 
of a sudden, it came to mind.

When I was young, before I became a teenager, my 
parents would take me and my siblings downtown to 
meet Santa Claus. We would sit on his lap, take a candy 
cane from him, and tell him what we wanted for Christ-
mas.

When we were done, he would say, “Ho, ho, ho,” give 
us a Merry Christmas look, then send us back to our 
parents.

I vividly remember the first time I told him that I 
would love to have a pony for Christmas. He agreed to 
bring me a pony, and then he did his “ho, ho, ho” rou-
tine.

When I got up that Christmas, I noticed no pony un-
der the Christmas tree. As I thought more about it, I re-
alized that nothing was under the Christmas tree that I 
had asked Santa for. I couldn’t understand it. My parents 
told me Santa would bring me the Christmas presents I 
asked for. Of course, I believed them.

Several Christmases passed, and the same thing hap-
pened or didn’t happen. And I was just a little bit con-
fused about this guy called Santa Claus. Why wasn’t he 
good to his word?

I remember the year I turned 13. I was now a teenager, 
and so I had graduated to that smart level of being a 
teenager.

At school, we were having some kind of Christmas 
party, and they were talking about Santa Claus coming 
down the chimney to put presents under the Christmas 

tree and in the stockings hung by the fireplace. I didn’t 
think too much of it at the time.

That Christmas Eve, as we were getting our Christ-
mas tree all “holidayed” up, I felt that something was 
missing with our Christmas decorations. Then, it hit me 
rather strongly.

“Dad,” I cried in alarm. He looked at me and said, 
“What’s wrong son?”

I looked at him angrily and asked, “Dad, where is the 
chimney?”

With a curious look, he responded, “What are you 
talking about?”

“It’s beginning to make sense,” I seriously said to my 
father. “I now know what’s wrong with our Christmas. I 
now know why I haven’t got my pony.”

My dad had no idea what I was talking about and 
asked me to explain.

“This week in school they were telling us all about 
Christmas and Santa Claus and Rudolph the red nose 
reindeer. One of the things they told us was that Santa 
Claus comes down the chimney to bring his gifts.”

I paused for a moment and then continued, “So, that’s 
why I’ve not got my pony for Christmas. Dad, where is 
our chimney?”

My dad was momentarily confused and had no idea 
how to respond to what I was saying.

“Well, son,” my father said, “we don’t have a chim-
ney. We don’t even have a fireplace so we don’t need 
one.”

“How then is Santa going to get me my Christmas 
presents under our Christmas tree I asked for while sit-
ting on his lap?”

Thinking back over that now, I couldn’t help but 
laugh. My father had a hard time explaining to me why 
we didn’t need a chimney for Christmas time. Every 
year, just before Christmas, I ask, “Dad, will we have a 
chimney this year?”

After a while, he got tired of hearing me ask that ques-
tion and refused to come up with any more excuses.

I was confused about Santa Claus and Christmas, not 
knowing what to believe. It took me some time to sort 
out the Christmas holiday.

As I reflected on this, I thought that many things in 
life need sorting out. We believe something and then 
find out it wasn’t the truth.

Jesus addressed this in John 8:31-33, “Then said Jesus 
to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

The truth about Jesus and His birth sets us free, and 
that truth can only be found in the Word of God.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.com

The Worst Christmas I Can Remember

By PSC Chair Charlotte Lane
Could anything be more important to us, or less 

thought of, than the supply of electricity we use every-
where and every day? Electricity transformed human-
kind. It lengthened our days for both leisure and work. It 
has made it infinitely easier to prepare food, while mak-
ing food so much tastier. It warms us and cools us.

It allowed for truly miraculous progress in medicine, 
science, and exploration. It revolutionized engineering 
and made the computer, telephones, television, and air-
planes possible. It has allowed us to reach for the stars 
and beyond. It expanded our ability to obtain an educa-
tion. It has drawn the world much closer and, sadly, al-
lowed it to become far more dangerous.

The prestigious National Academy of Engineering 
chose electricity as mankind’s single greatest engineer-
ing achievement of the 20th Century. And no wonder 
– or perhaps it is a wonder. But I certainly endorse the 
academy’s choice.

Just take a moment to think of the ways electricity has 
improved your life. The number of things that come to 
mind is colossal.

Can you envision a world in which you cook your 
food on an open fire, use candles to light your dwelling, 
and draw your water from the nearby stream before you 
go to bed at dark?

In West Virginia we are fortunate to have two major 
electrical systems serving our state. Those systems are 
backed up by a regional transmission system that allows 
us to share electric power generated and transmitted 
through 13 states and the District of Columbia.

While we are discomforted at times by storms that 
down power lines, it is rare that any of us is out of elec-
tric power for a very long period of time. We do not 
suffer the electric brownouts or blackouts that plague 
so many urban landscapes in the United States because 
the supply of power cannot keep up with their heavy 
demands.

While our power sources are not perfect, I would put 
them up against just about any other system in the na-
tion. I think for reliability our power companies, backed 
by the regional grid, generally provide a good product.

So, as you drive around and see the colorful, twin-
kling lights that make this season so delightful, give a 
thought to that magical power that is so helpful to all of 
us and makes such a difference in our lives.

Electric Magic!

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-12821-844-803-1282

Call today and receive a Call today and receive a 

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

In an exciting and surprising moment for the state 
of West Virginia, Senator Randy Smith, R-Preston, has 
been selected as the Republican caucus nominee for 
Senate President for the upcoming term.

Members of Senate will take their oaths of office on 
January 8, 2025, at which time they will officially elect 
Senator Smith as Senate President for the 87th Legis-
lature.

With a strong record of fighting for the citizens of the 
state and a clear vision for the future, Senator Smith is 
set to lead West Virginia towards a brighter tomorrow.

After the process of being selected as the Senate 
President, Senator Smith expressed his gratitude for 
the opportunity to serve in this new capacity.

“I am deeply honored and humbled to have been 
chosen as the Senate President for West Virginia,” 
Smith said. “I woke up this morning living the Ameri-
can Dream. As I begin the transition into leadership, 
I am committed to working tirelessly on behalf of all 
our citizens to advance policies that will improve our 
state and ensure a prosperous future for generations to 
come.”

Senator Smith outlined his priorities for his tenure as 
Senate President, focusing on areas such as protecting 
West Virginian’s freedoms, economic development, 
commonsense social policies, and government reform. 
He emphasized the importance of unifying the Senate 
to work together to move West Virginia forward.

“Now is the time for unity and collaboration,” he 
said. “Together, we can address the challenges facing 
our state and build a stronger, more vibrant West Vir-
ginia.”

As he prepares to assume his new role, Senator Smith 
made his first move by choosing business leader Sena-
tor Patrick Martin, R-Lewis, to be his majority leader.

“Patrick is a bright and talented individual. I have 
said for a while that he is the hidden gem in our cham-
ber and everyone is about to find out how gifted this 
young man is,” Senator Smith said. “I have full confi-
dence that he will no doubt be one of the most effective 
Majority Leaders in our state’s history.”

Being tapped as the new Majority Leader, Senator 
Martin becomes the youngest Majority Leader to ever 
serve in that capacity.

“I am honored to serve under Randy Smith as he be-
comes Senate President and excited to work alongside 
all my colleagues in the Senate,” Senator Martin stat-
ed. “Randy is a Godly man whose dedication to faith, 
family, and the people of West Virginia sets a strong 
example for us all. As the youngest Majority Leader in 
West Virginia Senate history, I’m eager to bring fresh 
energy to our work and help guide our state toward a 
brighter future.”

Senator Smith wanted to publicly thank his col-
leagues for their support and pledged to lead with in-
tegrity, transparency, and a steadfast commitment to 
the people of West Virginia.

“I am confident that by working together, we can 
achieve great things for our state,” he said.

Senator Smith will officially assume the position of 
Senate President on January 8. During this transition 
period, he will be building out the remainder of his 
leadership team. West Virginians can look forward to 
a time of stability and commitment to them under his 
leadership.

Senate President-Elect Randy Smith Pledges 
Commitment to West Virginians

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Looking for someone to plow snow from the 

 lot and shovel snow from the sidewalk for the 
Clay County Department of Health and 

Human Resources office in Clay, WV.

If interested, please contact 
Patty Martin at 304-872-0810

HIGH STREET APARTMENTS 
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT! 

136 HIGH STREET, CLAY, WEST VIRGINIA 25043 
304-587-2011 

WEST VIRGINIA TTY/TDD 711 
RENTAL OFFICE LOCATED AT ANDERSON HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 2626 

PROCIOUS MAYSEL ROAD, MAYSEL, WV 25133 
 

MOVE IN SPECIAL – FIRST MONTHS RENT FREE 
 

TWELVE (12) ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE 

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AND QUIET.  
 

AMENITIES INCLUDE: 
ALL ELECTRIC 

REFRIGERATOR AND RANGE 
WATER, SEWER & TRASH INCLUDED 

LAUNDRY FACILITIES ON SITE 
 

INCOME LIMITS DO APPLY 
RENT BASED ON INCOME 

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY: 
GATEWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, LLC 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY – THURSDAY 8AM – 4:30PM 
FOR AN APPLICATION OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT THE 

RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011 

HIGH STREET APARTMENTS
136 HIGH STREET, CLAY, WEST VIRGINIA 25043

304-587-2011
WEST VIRGINIA TTY/TDD 711
RENTAL OFFICE LOCATED AT 
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2626 PROCIOUS MAYSEL ROAD, MAYSEL, WV 25133

TWELVE (12) ONE AND TWO BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS  AVAILABLE
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AMENITIES INCLUDE:
ALL ELECTRIC

REFRIGERATOR AND RANGE
WATER, SEWER & TRASH INCLUDED

LAUNDRY FACILITIES ON SITE

INCOME LIMITS DO APPLY
RENT BASED ON INCOME

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY:
GATEWAY MANAGEMENT SERVICES, LLC

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY – THURSDAY 8AM – 4:30PM
FOR AN APPLICATION OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

CONTACT THE RENTAL OFFICE AT (304)-587-2011

By Joe Mazzella
My first born child, JJ was supposed to be a Thanks-

giving baby. It was 3 weeks later, however, when my 
wife went into labor. It was a dangerous delivery and in 
the end we had to have an emergency c-section before 
he was born on December 16th, just 3 days before our 
first wedding anniversary.

Nine days later we drove to my Mom and Dad’s house 
for Christmas. My wife was still sore from her surgery 
so I made her comfortable on the couch and gave JJ to 
his grandma to hold. As we all talked and laughed I no-
ticed that Mom wasn’t saying anything. I looked over at 
her and she was still holding JJ in her arms and speaking 
to him in gentle tones. Her smile was so joyous and her 
eyes were moist with tears. I knew that she had just been 
diagnosed with cancer and my heart filled with love for 
her. I was happy that I was able to give her the Christ-
mas gift of her grandson and I prayed that they would 

have many years together.
Sadly, that didn’t happen. Mom died on a cold, win-

ter’s day just four years later when I was only 25 and JJ 
was only 4 years old. I felt so bad that she wouldn’t be 
able to watch him and my other children grow up. Yet, 
over the years I feel that she has. I can still see and feel 
her loving presence around them over and over again. It 
comes in so many ways and so many forms. Sometimes 
I will see strange lights near them that I can’t explain. 
Other times butterflies will flutter around their heads 
like they are being guided there by an invisible hand. 
And always when I look in each one of their faces, I can 
see her own loving smile and sparkling eyes.

God Loves us all so much and God wants us all to 
bring Love into this world in both large and small ways. 
My Mom did that every day of her life. And even after 
her life in this world was over, her Love continues on. 
May that be said for each of us.

 A Christmas gift for Mom
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The following events 
happened on these dates 
in West Virginia history. 
To read more, go to e-WV: 
The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Dec. 25, 1887: Folk art-
ist James Tyree Rexrode 
was born in Pendleton 
County. He created a visu-
al record of rural West Vir-
ginia life in the early 20th 
century. He died in 1976.

Dec. 26, 1917: Instru-
ment maker Harold M. 
Hayslett was born in Put-
nam County. Hayslett’s 
violins, violas and cellos 
have received awards for 
tone and workmanship, 
and are cherished by col-
lectors and players alike.

Dec. 27, 1797: The 
county seat of Ohio Coun-
ty was moved from West 
Liberty to Wheeling.

Dec. 27, 1923: Busi-
nessman and Point Pleas-
ant native Michael Ow-
ens, who revolutionized 
the glass industry through 
automation, died at age 
64.

Dec. 28, 1879: Briga-
dier General Billy Mitch-
ell was born in France. As 
chief of the Army Air Ser-
vice, Mitchell ordered air-
craft of the 88th Squadron 
to perform reconnaissance 
during the 1921 Miners’ 
March on Logan.

Dec. 28, 1978: The last 

trains ran on the Greenbri-
er Division, a branch line 
of the Chesapeake & Ohio 
Railway. Unlike most 
C&O branches in West 
Virginia, the Greenbrier 
Division was not a coal-
hauling line but served the 
valley’s timber industry. 

Dec. 29, 1861: Con-
federate soldiers burned 
most of downtown Sutton. 
The town slowly rebuilt 
but remained small until 
the local timber industry 
boomed in the 1890 to 
1920 period.

Dec. 29, 1928: Humor-
ist and political cartoon-
ist James Frederick Dent 

was born in Charleston. 
His talent for turning 
daily events into delight-
ful anecdotes gained him 
national fame. Reader’s 
Digest reprinted 194 items 
from his columns, and 
radio commentator Paul 
Harvey often used his 
work.

Dec. 29, 1970: John 
Denver and two friends 
completed the song 
“Take Me Home, Coun-
try Roads.” Denver per-
formed “Country Roads” 
in West Virginia on sev-
eral occasions, notably 
for the opening of the new 
Mountaineer Stadium in 
Morgantown in 1980.

Dec. 30, 1901: McK-
endree Hospital started 
providing medical care in 
rural Fayette County. It 
was one of three hospitals 
established by the state 
in the fast-growing coal-
fields.

Dec. 30, 1917: The 
temperature in Lewisburg 
dropped to 37 degrees be-
low zero. It is the coldest 
official temperature on re-
cord for the state.

Dec. 31, 1939: Larry 
Combs, one of the world’s 
leading orchestral clari-
netists, was born in South 
Charleston. He started 
studying woodwinds at 
age 10 and was principal 

clarinetist for the Charles-
ton (now West Virginia) 
Symphony Orchestra at 
age 16. He later served 
in the same role for sym-
phonies in Montreal and 
Chicago and was inducted 
into the West Virginia Mu-
sic Hall of Fame in 2009.

Dec. 31, 2007: Sara 
Jane Moore was released 
from prison after serving 
32 years for trying to kill 
President Ford. Moore 
grew up in Charleston and 
later moved to California, 
where she joined left-wing 
groups and became an FBI 
informant. She spent part 
of her incarceration at the 
Federal Prison Camp in 
Alderson.

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

Your 
Ad 

Could 
Be 

Here!
Call us at  
304-647-

5724

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285
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HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance — NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Infor-mation Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G 
LTE networks, no contracts, easy 
installation, and data plans up to 300 
GB. Call 844-230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 

offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
964-4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast 
payment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 

or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators 
— the most powerful home standby 
generators available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty — 7 years 
($849 value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-
609-1433.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today

WHEN YOU WANT THE BEST, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 100% 
guaranteed and delivered to your 
door! Our Butcher’s Deluxe Package 
makes a great gift and comes with 8 
FREE Burgers ONLY $99.99.  Call 
1-877-460-6356  and mention code 
77318CKG or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe9637

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CLAY COUNTY
THAT BEING THE JUVENILE COURT OF SAID COUNTY

IN RE: State v. S.Z.D. and Z.B.,   Case No. 24-JA-36-37
In the matter of S.Z.D. and Z.B., and the unknown whereabouts 

of Tiffany D. Bevill, Adult Respondent Mother of said Infants, Craig 
Allen Beeth, Adult Respondent Father of S.Z.D., John Dozer, Adult 
Respondent Psychological Father of S.Z.D. and Johnathan Bartsch, 
Adult Respondent Father of Z.B.
 ORDER OF PUBLICATION
 And
 NOTICE OF ANSWER
To:  Tiffant D. Bevill, Craig Allen Beeth, John Dozer, and  
 Johnathan Bartsch.
(The object of this action is to notify the Adult Respondents of an 
abuse and neglect petition herein filed so that said Adult Respondents 
may answer the same to protect their interest.)

You are hereby notified that an abuse and neglect and/or abandon-
ment petition has been filed with the Circuit Court of Clay County, 
West Virginia, on the 14th day of November 2024, and assigned Case 
Numbers 24-JA-36-37, wherein it is alleged that the Adult Respondent 
Mother of the Infant Respondents S.Z.D. (DOB: 10/31/11), and Z.B. 
(DOB: 12/13/13), is Tiffany Bevill, and that said Infant Respondents 
be placed in the custody of the West Virginia Department of Health and 
Human Resources, with said Infant Respondents remaining in the care, 
custody and control of the said Department since that time in accor-
dance with WV Code §49-6-3. You are hereby notified that you have 
the right to answer said petition and you have the right to have counsel 
present at all stages of these proceedings and ALL PROCEEDINGS 
CAN RESULT IN THE PERMANENT TERMINATION OF CUSTO-
DIAL AND PARENTAL RIGHTS TO SAID INFANT CHILD.

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the Adult Respondents, Tiffant 
D. Bevill, Craig Allen Beeth, John Dozer, and Johnathan Bartsch, 
shall appear before the Honorable Jack Alsop on the 18th day of 
January 2025, at 1:00 p.m., at the Clay County Courthouse, 246 
Main Street, Clay, West Virginia, otherwise judgment by default will 
be taken against them at any time thereafter, and termination of your 
custodial and parental rights may be ordered by the Court.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of Clay County, West Virginia, at the Clay County Court-
house. Clay West Virginia.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES, CHILD PROTECTIVE 
SERVICES DIVISION
BY: Wayne King, Prosecuting Attorney Clay County, West Virginia
Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 11th day of December 2024.

Clarissa D. Hanshaw,Clerk of the Court

legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
1226

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 24-0678-G-D
HOPE GAS, INC.

Application to change depreciation rates.
NOTICE OF HEARING

On August 7, 2024, Hope Gas, Inc. (Hope) filed an application to 
change depreciation rates (Application) pursuant to Rule 20 of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (Procedural Rules), 150 
C.S.R. 1 and its general ratemaking authority under W.Va. Code § 24-
2-3.

The Commission set a procedural schedule, including a hearing on 
the Application that will begin at 9:30 a.m. on March 26, 2025, in the 
Howard M. Cunningham Hearing Room at the Commission’s offices 
at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia. The hearing set by the 
Commission’s September 27, 2024, Procedural Order was cancelled.

Anyone desiring to intervene should file a written petition to inter-
vene within 30 days following the date of this publication unless oth-
erwise modified by Commission order. All requests to intervene should 
briefly state the reason for the request to intervene and comply with the 
rules on intervention set forth in the Commission’s Procedural Rules. 
The Commission will receive public comments until the beginning of 
the hearing. All written comments and requests to intervene should state 
the case name and number and be addressed to the Commission Ex-
ecutive Secretary, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323. Pub-
lic comments may also be filed online at http://www.psc.state.wv.us.
scripts/onlinecomments/default.com by clicking the “Formal Case” 
link.

HOPE GAS, INC.

www.cmiwv.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

    
  
   
    
              
  
                                                                                    

                                                                                   
                                                                                                  
 
 
 
  
                              
  
  
  
  
 
 
   
     
       
             
   
        
                                                               
   
                                                                                                            
  
  
                                           
                                                                  
                                                                                    
 
  
 
   
  
 
 
  
 
    
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
   
 
  

 
FVP BATTERIES! 

BETTER WARRANTY AND LOWER CHECK OUT NEW LINE OF PRICES! 
24FHD-$59.99 

26R-$48.99 

M27-1000ST-$78.99 

34-$56.99 

P48HD-$93.99 

65-$61.99 

78DTSD-$60.99 

96R-$70.99 

Lawn & Garden 

U1L-340V-$40.99 

U1R-300V-$35.99 

ATV 

STARTING AT $44.99-$99.99 

 
 

ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 
 
 

 
➢  
➢  
➢  

 
➢ Tubes of Grease-$4.99 
➢ Hydraulic Oil-1 Gal-$18.99-5 Gal-$74.99-$79.99 
➢ Gear Oil-$8.99-$18.99. 
➢ Fuel Treatment-$2.79-$3.99.                                                                        
➢ Seafoam-$8.99 
➢ Carb & Choke Cleaner-$5.99 
➢ Brake Cleaner-$4.99. 
➢ Oil 5Qt $29.99-$37.99 Up to $5 Off when pay with cash! 
➢ Oil 1 Qt $5.99- $8.99 Up to A $1 off with cash! 
➢ Transmission Fluid-$5.99-$8.99 a Qt. 
➢ AW 32 or 46 Hydraulic Oil-5 Gallon-$59.99 - $68.99. 
➢ 5 qt Mastercraft 5w20 & 5w30 syn blend-$34.99-$38.99 
➢ Stihl Mixing Oil-One Gallon Mix-reg $3.29 Synthetic Mix -$5.99. 
➢ 5Qt Parts Master 5w20 or 5w30-$27.99 

Synthetic Blend-$29.99, Full Synthetic-$35.99 
➢ Bar & chain oil-Gallon-$14.99 
➢ Large selection of Wiper Blades-Price starting at-$10.99-$13.99 
➢ All fluids needed for your car at great prices. 
➢ CALL US FOR BEST PRICES ON CAR PARTS! 

                                                         
Call us for best prices on parts for your car! 

Most parts are in stock or next day! 
We have replacement parts available for your lawn mower 

And chain saws! 
 

 
 
                                

 
 

 
 

   CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
 
 
2018 Ford F-150-V6, Eco Boost, Super Cab, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue              $19,999.00 
2018 Ford Escape- Auto, FWD, Tilt & Cruise, Tan                  $13,999.00 
2016 Chevy Cruze-Turbo, A/C, Cruise & Power Windows, Black                                 $9,999.00 
2015 Ford Taurus Sho-AWD, A/C, Tilt, Cruise & Many More Options, Black     $9,999.00 
2015 Ford Focus-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                   $8,999.00 
2015 Subaru XV Crosstrek- AWD, Tilt & Cruise, Silver        $8,999.00  
2015 Chevy Spark-5 Speed Manual, A/C & Power Windows, Silver       $4,999.00 
2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, Many Options Including A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue   $10,999.00 
2014 Nissan Sentra-A/C, Tilt, Power Windows & Doors, Gray                                      $7,999.00 
2014 Ford Escape-Auto, FWD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Gray                                                $6,499.00 
2014 Dodge Dart-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black                                                          $3,999.00 
2013 Ram 1500-V8, Quad Cab, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White     $14,999.00 
2013 Toyota Tacoma-Auto, Double Cab, 4WD, A/C & Tilt, Red                                   $12,999.00 
2013 Toyota Prius-Auto, Hybrid, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver        $9,999.00 
2012 Ford Fiesta-Hatchback, 5 Speed Manual, A/C & Tilt, Black                                 $4,999.00 
2012 Toyota Camry-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black         $3,999.00 
2007 Toyota Tundra-V8, Auto, 4WD, Double Cab, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White               $10,999.00 

304-286-4671 or 304-286-3802 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

 
 
     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

2018 Ford Escape 

 

2013 Toyota Tacoma 

 

2013 Toyota Prius 

 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

 
 
 
 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
VEHICLE TIRE 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 205-55-16 HR $84.99 
THUNDERER MACH 1 PLUS 205-55-16 HR $79.99 

MASTERCRAFT SRT 205-60-16 HR $94.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 205-70-16 HR $119.99 
HANKOOK KENERGY PT 205-70-16 HR$124.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 215-60-16 TR $94.99 
IRONMAN MOVE PT HR 216-60-16 $84.99 

MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS HR 215-70-16 $119.99 
IRONMAN MOVE GEN 2 AS 225-60-16 HR $89.99 

HANKOOK KENERGY PT 225-60-16 TR $129.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 265-75-16 TR $149.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-60-17 TR $135.99 
MASTERCRAFT SRT 225-65-17 TR $124.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-65-17 TR $124.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 235-55-17 HR $135.99 

LINGLONG CROSSWIND AT 265-70-17 TR $139.99 
TRAIL GUIDE AT 265-70-17 TR $124.99 

MULTI MILE TOUR CSX 245-60-18 TR $159.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 265-65-18 TR $199.99 

MASTERCRAFT TRAIL AT 275-60-20 TR $199.99 
 

TRAILER TIRES 
TRAILER KING-205-75-15 8 PR $69.99 

TRAILER KING-225-75-15 10 PR $85.99 
ATV TIRES 

CARLISLE 489 25-8-12 4 PR $109.99 
CARLISLE 489 25-10-12 4 PR $114.99 

CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-8-12 6 PR $119.99 
CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-10-12 6 PR $129.99 

 
ALL PRICES ARE CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE MOUNT & BALANCE 
FREE TIRE ROTATION DOWN TO 2/32 TREAD 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH AVAILIBILTY 
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETETERS PRICE ON SAME TIRE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

FEATURE VEHICLE 
 

 
 

2018 FORD F-150 
 
 

  6-speed automatic transmission, V6, 4WD, 
eco boost, double cab,tilt steering, air 

conditioning, power seats ,interval wipers, 
cruise control, cloth interior ,heated seats, 
alloy wheels, running boards, power door 

locks and windows 
 

                   $19,999.00 
 
 
 

Great in-store deals! 
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IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CLAY COUNTY
THAT BEING THE JUVENILE COURT OF SAID COUNTY

IN RE: State v. S.Z.D. and Z.B.,   Case No. 24-JA-36-37
In the matter of S.Z.D. and Z.B., and the unknown whereabouts 

of Tiffany D. Bevill, Adult Respondent Mother of said Infants, Craig 
Allen Beeth, Adult Respondent Father of S.Z.D., John Dozer, Adult 
Respondent Psychological Father of S.Z.D. and Johnathan Bartsch, 
Adult Respondent Father of Z.B.
 ORDER OF PUBLICATION
 And
 NOTICE OF ANSWER
To:  Tiffant D. Bevill, Craig Allen Beeth, John Dozer, and  
 Johnathan Bartsch.
(The object of this action is to notify the Adult Respondents of an 
abuse and neglect petition herein filed so that said Adult Respondents 
may answer the same to protect their interest.)

You are hereby notified that an abuse and neglect and/or abandon-
ment petition has been filed with the Circuit Court of Clay County, 
West Virginia, on the 14th day of November 2024, and assigned Case 
Numbers 24-JA-36-37, wherein it is alleged that the Adult Respondent 
Mother of the Infant Respondents S.Z.D. (DOB: 10/31/11), and Z.B. 
(DOB: 12/13/13), is Tiffany Bevill, and that said Infant Respondents 
be placed in the custody of the West Virginia Department of Health and 
Human Resources, with said Infant Respondents remaining in the care, 
custody and control of the said Department since that time in accor-
dance with WV Code §49-6-3. You are hereby notified that you have 
the right to answer said petition and you have the right to have counsel 
present at all stages of these proceedings and ALL PROCEEDINGS 
CAN RESULT IN THE PERMANENT TERMINATION OF CUSTO-
DIAL AND PARENTAL RIGHTS TO SAID INFANT CHILD.

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the Adult Respondents, Tiffant 
D. Bevill, Craig Allen Beeth, John Dozer, and Johnathan Bartsch, 
shall appear before the Honorable Jack Alsop on the 18th day of 
January 2025, at 1:00 p.m., at the Clay County Courthouse, 246 
Main Street, Clay, West Virginia, otherwise judgment by default will 
be taken against them at any time thereafter, and termination of your 
custodial and parental rights may be ordered by the Court.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of Clay County, West Virginia, at the Clay County Court-
house. Clay West Virginia.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES, CHILD PROTECTIVE 
SERVICES DIVISION
BY: Wayne King, Prosecuting Attorney Clay County, West Virginia
Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 11th day of December 2024.

Clarissa D. Hanshaw,Clerk of the Court
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NOTICE OF SALE
Please take notice that The Board of Education of the County of Clay (“Board”) has determined that the 

below-described real estate is no longer needed for school purposes and that beginning at 11 o’clock a.m. on 
the 4th day of January, 2025, at the former H. E. White Elementary School building located at 501 Bomont 
Road, Bomont, Clay County, West Virginia 25030, the Board will proceed to sell WITHOUT WARRANTY 
at public auction, subject to all the terms and conditions set forth in this Notice of Sale, and subject to 
chapter 18, article 5, section 7 of the Code of West Virginia of 1931, as amended, all of its right, title and 
interest in and to that certain real estate lot containing approximately 4.87 acres (“Property”), situate in 
Union District, Clay County, West Virginia, more particular described as follows:

BEGINNING at stake on the northeast bank of said Porters Creek at the mouth of a small drain flowing 
into said Creek from the northeast, in a line of the tract of which the property hereby conveyed is a part, 
thence with a line thereof down said Porters Creek N. 22 - 06 minutes W., 1,000.5 feet to the two hemlocks,
a corner to the Bomont Church property; thence up the hill with a line of said Church property S. 86 - 23 E., 
261 feet to a stake near a 14 inch black oak; thence around the hill S. 21 - 47 E., 817.2 feet to a 12 inch white 
oak standing about 20 feet northwest of a small drain; thence S. 50 - 58 W., 241 feet to the place of 
beginning, containing 4.87 acres, more or less, according to a survey made on the 15th day of February, 
1950, by W. Herbert King, Engineer, and being a part of that certain tract of 85 acres, more or less, conveyed 
to Carl B. Young and C. M. Young by T. R. Hanson and wife by their deed dated the 29th day of May, 1946, 
and recorded in Deed Book 52, at page 261, in the office of the Clerk of the County Court of Clay County; 
the said C. M. Young having conveyed his interest therein to the said Carl B. Young by deed dated the 3rd 
day of July, 1947, recorded in Deed Book 55, at page 547, in said Clerk’s office.

Being the same property conveyed to the Board by deed dated February 22, 1950, from Carl B. Young and 
Lela W. Young of record in the office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia 
in Deed Book 63, page 239. The Property is designated for tax assessment purposes Tax Parcel 91, Tax Map 
13, Union District, Clay County, West Virginia.

The Property will be sold and conveyed by quitclaim deed, WITHOUT WARRANTY, “AS IS” and 
“WITH ALL FAULTS” and subject to any and all validly continuing and existing rights of way, easements, 
reservations, exceptions, restrictions, covenants, conditions, conveyances, encumbrances, liens, agree-
ments, leases and other matters affecting the Auction Property.

The sale will further be made subject to (a) such facts as might be revealed by an accurate survey and 
visual inspection of the Property, (b) the purchaser assuming and the quitclaim deed shall provide that the 
purchaser assumes all responsibility and liability for hazards associated with the Auction Property (whether 
past, present, future, known or unknown), including but not limited to, environmental, and (c) the purchaser 
indemnifying the Board for any loss, claims or demands arising out of or related to purchaser’s use of the 
aforesaid right of way and easement area.

Bidding on the Auction Property shall begin at One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00). The 
Board reserves the right to refuse any and all bids and to adjourn the sale from time to time without any 
other notice other than oral proclamation at the time and place of the sale or any continuance or adjourn-
ment thereof. The sale shall be to the highest responsible bidder, but all bids are conditioned upon (a) the 
acceptance thereof by the Board at its first  regular meeting following the auction, which acceptance by the 
Board may be withheld for any reason or no reason whatsoever, and (b) the below terms and conditions 
regarding the sale and its consummation.

The sale shall be made upon the following additional terms: Ten (10%) percent of the sales price shall 
be paid to the Board by the high bidder in cash at the time of the auction and the balance in cash is due 
simultaneously with the tender by the Board of the quitclaim deed, and such other terms as may be ordered 
by The Board.

In advance of the auction date, inquiries concerning the Property may be directed to Philip Dobbins, 
Superintendent of Clay County Schools, at (304) 587-1179.

  THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE   
  COUNTY OF CLAY

BREATHEEASY.WV.GOV

Find a vaccine today! 
Flu, RSV or COVID-19
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 24-0678-G-D
HOPE GAS, INC.

Application to change depreciation rates.
NOTICE OF HEARING

On August 7, 2024, Hope Gas, Inc. (Hope) filed an application to 
change depreciation rates (Application) pursuant to Rule 20 of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (Procedural Rules), 150 
C.S.R. 1 and its general ratemaking authority under W.Va. Code § 24-
2-3.

The Commission set a procedural schedule, including a hearing on 
the Application that will begin at 9:30 a.m. on March 26, 2025, in the 
Howard M. Cunningham Hearing Room at the Commission’s offices 
at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia. The hearing set by the 
Commission’s September 27, 2024, Procedural Order was cancelled.

Anyone desiring to intervene should file a written petition to inter-
vene within 30 days following the date of this publication unless oth-
erwise modified by Commission order. All requests to intervene should 
briefly state the reason for the request to intervene and comply with the 
rules on intervention set forth in the Commission’s Procedural Rules. 
The Commission will receive public comments until the beginning of 
the hearing. All written comments and requests to intervene should state 
the case name and number and be addressed to the Commission Ex-
ecutive Secretary, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323. Pub-
lic comments may also be filed online at http://www.psc.state.wv.us.
scripts/onlinecomments/default.com by clicking the “Formal Case” 
link.

HOPE GAS, INC.

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN

ANDERSON HEIGHTS 
APARTMENTS

2626 PROCIOUS • MAYSEL ROAD • MAYSEL, WV 25133
304-587-2011 • TTY/TDD 771

ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
DESIGNED FOR THOSE AGE 62 OR OLDER
Handicap / Disabled Regardless Of Age
Electric  • Air  • Refrigerator  • Range

Water, Sewer & Trash Included
Handicap Units Available

On-Site Management / Maintenance
Laundry Facilities

Income Limits Do Apply     Rent Based On Income
Monday – Thursday 8 AM – 4:40 PM
Gateway Management Services, LLC

Rental Office 304-587-2011 
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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By Allen Hamrick
Hey folks, its Zeb here drainin’ some ink for ya.  Here 

it is near time for old Claus to start slingin’ all them gifts 
out of his sleigh fer all the little ones to enjoy.  He is gon-
na streak through the air dodging shotgun blasts, birds, 
and snow squalls all so our little ones can be content on 
Christmas morn.  Kinda makes you wanna break out in 
song don’t it?  Now you know Bull Snort an Buford an 
Crybaby and Vixen…Bonehead an Pea Brain an Bucky 
an Shave Tail… but do you recall the most biggest bu-
uck of all? Pucker the big lipped white tail had the big-
gest rack around, and if you ever saw him, you would 
wanna bring him down……. Well, at least that’s the 
version sung around the pot belly at Pap’s barber shop.   
This time of year, all the good that’s in anybody tries its 
best to sneak out and become a part of the festivities. 
For some, that good is limited, if you know what I mean.  
Christmas is the only holiday of the year that lasts lon-
ger than the family dinner or get together. Its preparin’ 
at its finest - cookin’, cuttin’ the tree, decoratin’ the tree, 
hangin’ lanterns, shoppin’ and buildin’. Why, it lasts near 
a month.  Don’t forget the singin’, local quartets to full 
blown choirs brave the cold and their health to bring the 
gift of music to the hills and hollers we call home.

Now I’ll admit, some of them singers could calm 
storms with their sweet tunes, but others could rattle the 
ears on a concrete statue and make the moon plug its 
ears.  Granny Dingle decided she would join one of the 
groups last year and offer her services to the needy.  They 
decided their first stop was at Rood Dellar’s grandmaw’s 
house due to her being a hundred years old.  She came 
out on the porch with coffee in one hand and her Bible 
in the other ready to hear the Christmas tunes of old.   
Granny Dingle opened up her wind pipes on Silent Night 
and hit a note that was so sour Grandmaw Dellar lost her 
hearin’ and busted her coffee mug, while all 50 of Rood’s 
goat herd stampeded and was head buttin’ anything that 
looked like it was makin’ that awful sound.  Granny’s 
kater wallin’ sent ten people to the hospital with minor 

butt cheek bruising.  Needless to say, Granny has to sing 
but in her house under the floor boards facing the dirt. 

Christmas always brings joy to our hills - deep snows, 
horse drawn sleigh rides by candle light, the finest cooks 
preparing their meals and the scent fills the air as it send 
a warm invite to all who smell it as it drifts through the 
valley. It’s a good time to be alive.  Dads are busy build-
ing toys declaring to their kids that they are helpin’ Santa.  
From sleds to doll houses, smoking pipes to promises of a 
better year ahead, all gifts do not have to be bought; some 
of the best require just a sacrifice of time and thought 
spent on makin’ somethin’ special for the ones you love. 

Over the years, there was a couple that in people’s 
eyes was poor, but at Christmas he would cut the tree 
and she would prepare the meal.  There were no pres-
ents but there were gifts, gifts that truly mattered.  The 
man would get his neighbor who played the fiddle, and 
as he sawed the strings, the man would take his wife by 
the hand and dance into the night under the light of oil 
lamps.  We don’t see that these days as things that truly 
matter have fell prey to Amazon and Google, among oth-
ers, and a whole new world has opened up for people to 
explore. For me I like the old one.  Why, a person can just 
sit in a chair and do all their shoppin’ with the touch of a 
finger. I wonder if it’s the reason that folks have lost their 
touch with nature; without love there is no sacrifice just 
the need for more. 

Ah, that’s just me bein’ a softy, I reckon, but round 
here we ain’t lost touch with nothin’. We all like to get 
presents, and my favorite is my own meat loaf and my 
own bowl of cole slaw with no strings attached. Course 
I like a good pan of biscuits as well.  There’s lots of 
singin’ and a ton of food and plenty of joy to go around. 
This may not be the normal for where you are, but it is 
here.  Grandmas sit in special chairs and tell their favor-
ite Christmas stories to all who listen, from little ones to 
big ones.  Their stories fill hearts and minds with imagi-
nation with memories of times we only wish we could 
have been a part of.  Some of the stories have a sack of 

wind tied to ‘em, but they bring a smile to some much 
needy faces.  One story was about a mule named Christ-
mas Cleetus. It is a story that will wrap you in awe, but 
I’ll tell it to ya some other time as my ink bowl is just 
about empty.

So, this Christmas, be sure to remember the true mean-
ing of Christmas before it’s gone into history books we 
no longer read.  Sing yer songs in earnest and watch 
out for the goats. Give a gift that costs nothing but ef-
fort - light some candles, take a sleigh ride, send a card 
- experience Christmas the way it should be with charity 
and love.  From all of us here in our neck of the woods, 
me and Pepper, Lew and Gracie, Pap and the rest of the 
crew, have a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Panthers take a hit at home; Mustang basketball dominates

By Allen Hamrick   
The Panther basketball team played their home opener 

against Midland Trail this past week.  After losing their 
opener to Summersville, the Panthers were due a win.   
Starting his first season as head coach of the Panthers 
is Justin Holcomb who won coach of the year in 2013 
for All Sports in WV after having a winning streak of 58 
straight games.  Coach Holcomb will bring with him a 
new look and style to the team.  It will take some adjust-
ment time, and only time will tell just how good the team 
will be under Coach Holcomb. Clay County basketball 
fans wish him and the team the best.

Looking to start the season off right on their home court, 
the Panthers were going to have a rough game to get it 
done.   Midland Trail has a fast defense and an acrobatic 
team that can give you a game if you want it.  The Pan-
thers came out with all guns blazing and the game went 
into turbo action.  Both teams were hitting the hoops and 
were staying pretty even with a slight edge going to Mid-
land Trail who led 11-8 at the end of the first period.   Both 
teams were zeroing in on getting their distance but also 
missing some good looks at the basket.  The boys came 
out, bellied up to the B-ball Bar and were determined not 
to take a hit on the chin in front of the home crowd.

In the second period, the Panthers started really getting 

in the paint and getting points the hard way.  Joel Elliott 
started finding his range from outside the normal limits, 
dropping threes like a poker game.  At the half, it was 25-
23 with Midland Trail hanging onto a wishbone lead.  The 
third period saw the Midland Trail defense step up their 
skirmish skills and put a damper on the bucket making of 
the Panthers.   The Panthers shot the shots but couldn’t get 
them to fall, and turnovers took the pin out of the grenade 
for the Panthers in the third.  At the end of the third, it was 
Midland Trail up by seven points at 38-31.  The Panthers 
would have to get busy in the fourth.

Seven points are not hard to overcome, but it would be 
if they couldn’t stop them from scoring.   In the fourth pe-
riod, the Panthers cranked up the amps and were wearing 
out the hoop but so was Midland Trail. With minutes tick-
ing off like a time bomb, the Panthers played fast paced 
basketball but just couldn’t get the break on defense as 
Midland Trail went on to win the game 54-45.   Nobody 
on the team crossed over into the double digits on scor-
ing, but the top shots were Joel Elliott with nine and Noah 
Collins with eight.

This game was a strong home opener for the Panthers, 
but they will have to go to the drawing board before the 
next game and work out some bugs. Don’t fret, they will 
get there.  The season looks promising for the boys to play 

well; there are a lot of games left.  Next up for the Pan-
thers will be Webster on December 30 where they will be 
on the road.  The next home game will be against Gilmer 
on January 2, 2025.  The Lady Panthers hope to break the 
ball and chain and get out of their losing streak at home 
against Poca on December 19th.  Go Panthers!!

In other basketball news, the Mustang dynasty contin-
ues to dominate the hardwood, stomping all opponents 
into the polyurethane.   Their last wins were big ones as 
the Lady Mustangs ground South Harrison into burger, 
beating them 36-10.  They will play one more time at the 
Winter Classic on December 27th.  The Mustang boys 
stomped South Harrison into grape juice Tuesday night 
beating them 45-28.  Their next game will be on Decem-
ber 27th at Valley Middle.  Come out and support the 
teams.

In other sports news, the LKC rankings have came 
out and congratulations go out to football players Ja-
coby Nichols, Ayden Brown, Noah Collins, Joel Elliott, 
Blake Coleman, James Grose, Jaxon Brown and Seth 
Robinson - they all received the 1st Team All Conference 
award.  Also getting the 2nd team All Conference award 
was Jaden Morris, Kohan Ramsey and Christian Bryant.  
Receiving Honorable Mention LKC was Cain Atha and 
Kendrick Sutphin.

Lew and Zeb’s Old Fashioned Holidays

Coach Holcomb received his award in 2013.

Noah Collins looks to sink from the jumper. Jacoby Nichols gets two the hard way. Michael Foster gets two in the paint.

Trent Gibson gets fouled on this layup. Mason Sears demonstrates the semi hook shot.

Granny Izzle caroling the blues.


