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Mountain State Spotlight: West
Virginia’s House of Delegates
could do away with public

hearings on bills under new rules
Under the proposed new rules, public hearings
would no longer be an option. Instead, a
public comment period would be built into a
revamped committee process.

by Sarah Elbeshbishi

This story was originally published by
Mountain State Spotlight. Get stories like
this delivered to your email inbox once
a week; sign up for the free newsletter
at  https://mountainstatespotlight.org/
newsletter.

West Virginians would no longer be
guaranteed the right to public hearings on
legislation under new rules proposed by
the House of Delegates leader last week.

After House Speaker Roger Hanshaw,
R-Clay, announced the proposed rules,
citizens and advocates raised concerns
about how the new process would limit
public participation.

“It’s essentially doing away with pub-
lic hearings,” said Del. Evan Hansen, D-
Monongalia, adding that if House Repub-
licans want the new process to “preserve
public hearings” then more information
needs to be provided.

“There’s a lot of details to work out,
$0 it’s not just subject to the whim of the
committee chair,” Hansen said.

Here’s what you need to know:

Under current rules, once a bill is as-
signed to a House committee, citizens
can submit a written request for a public
hearing, and the House has to hold one.

For example, last year, a public hear-
ing on the bill that would’ve opened up
teachers and public librarians to criminal
liability for displaying or disseminating
“obscene matter” was held nearly three
weeks before the legislation landed on
the House Judiciary Committee’s agen-
da.

The rules require an announcement
on the House floor and a notice posted
on the Legislature’s website at least
two days before the hearing. This gives
people time to learn about the hearing,
spread the word and make arrangements
to travel to the Capitol.

On January 24, about 28 people, both
for and against holding librarians and

House Speaker Roger Hanshaw, R-Clay

teachers criminally liable, came to the
Capitol to share their views on the pro-
posed legislation.

“Public hearings just feel like a time-
honored tradition of democracy in the
House chamber, when literally anyone
from the public can speak into a micro-
phone at a podium on the House floor,
and at no other point is that true in the
legislative process,” said Lida Shepherd,
director of the West Virginia Economic
Justice Project.

The West Virginia Senate’s rules have
no provision for public hearings on leg-
islation.

The revamped committee process

Under the proposed rules, there is no
option for a public hearing on the House
floor. Instead, the public will have to
weigh in on legislation during the first
day a bill is considered by a committee.
The new rules layout a procedure where
committees deliberate on a bill over three
days, one to introduce and learn more
about the bill and two more to amend,

PUBLIC HEARINGS cont. on page 3

WYV Trophy Hunters
Association Set to Host the 37"
WYV Hunting & Fishing Show

Each January, the WV Trophy Hunters
Association presents the WV Hunting &
Fishing Show at the Charleston Colise-
um and Convention Center in Charles-
ton, WV. All proceeds from the show
are donated to programs that promote
or protect hunting, fishing, wildlife,
conservation, and related educational
activities. From 1995 through 2024
their donations to these causes exceeded
$1,550,000. While raising funds is im-
portant, the primary reason for hosting
this show is to bring hunters and fisher-
men into contact with organizations that
can provide them with goods and ser-
vices related to these activities. All WV
Trophy Hunter Association members are
100% volunteers.

This year the event is scheduled for
January 24-26, 2025.

Scheduled to participate are about 175
exhibitors. Seminars on the WV DNR
stage include Hunting in the Wind, K9
Training, Fishing Ethics, Three Rivers
Avian Center, Big Buck Contents Win-

ners, Whitetail Tactics, Coyote Hunt-
ing, Boater Safety, Trout Stocking, and
more.

The Whitetail Hall of Fame is back.
WYV DNR will be scoring your harvested
buck.

A wildlife charity auction is scheduled
for 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 25th
from the Grand Hall in the Charleston
Convention Center.

The Youth Outdoor Challenge is back
for kids 12 and under.

There will be a brief ribbon-cutting
ceremony at noon on Friday, January
24,

Show schedule:

Friday, January 24: 12pm to 9pm

Saturday, January 25: 9am to 9pm

Sunday, January 26: 10:00 to Spm

Admission is $12.00 for adults. Chil-
dren 12 and under are FREE.

The mission of the WV Trophy Hunt-
ers Association is a dedication to the
conservation of wildlife and the preser-
vation of hunting and hunters’rights.

The Alum Ridge Boys & Ashlee from Southwestern Virginia (shown here) will perform
after The Modock Rounders and before Johnny Staats & The Delivery Boys at the WV
Culture Center February 1. The evening begins with an open jam in the Great Hall and
the concert starts at 7:30pm.

Johnny Staats to play Old-Time
Winter Breakdown 111

Bluegrass and old-time mountain mu-
sic will fill the air at the WV Culture Cen-
ter for two days, January 31 and February
1, sponsored by FOOTMAD - Friends of
Old-Time Music and Dance. Billed as
FOOTMAD’s “Winter Breakdown,” the
weekend will include square dancing,
workshops and an evening concert. All
activities are open, and the public is in-
vited. Admission fees vary. All the events
take place at the WV Culture Center.

Festivities begin 7 p.m. Friday, Janu-
ary 31, with a square dance in the Great
Hall. Taylor Runner of Morgantown will
be the caller, with live music by The Hol-
lertones from southern Ohio. No expe-
rience, partner, special shoes or special
clothing is necessary. All dances will be

o

Dancing at the WV Culture Center from the 2024 Winter Breakdown provided fun

taught.

Saturday activities feature an array of
traditional instruments for the public to
see, hear, and try playing. A hands-on in-
strument display will be provided by Fret
’n Fiddle music store of St. Albans.

Workshops in music and dance skills
are offered from 11 a.m. to 4:50 p.m.
Each will last 80 minutes. New this year
is a recording and performance workshop
led by the producers of the Wallace Horn
Friendly Neighbor Show, Jeff and Victo-
ria Bosley.

Other offerings and teachers include
harmony singing with Andrew Small
and Ashley Watkins, dulcimer with Dave
Haas, Eastern Kentucky fiddle with
Linda Scutt, square dance calling with

WINTER BREAKDOWN cont. on page 3

for all ages, no experience required. Visit FOOTMAD.org for a complete schedule and

ticketing information.
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Tilyr Bird slams on his way to a win.

CCMS wrestling competes at
Midland Trail
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See story on Page 8
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NICHOLAS COUNTY

Bobby Milton Bennett

Terry Lynn Bennett
Booked 1/15/25 Booked 1/13/25
Capias Delivery of a controlled

substance

NICHOLAS COUNTY

Shawn Allen McMillion
Booked 1/18/25
DUI first offense, escape, ob-
struction assault on oﬂl)c.er,
domestic battery, destruction
of property, disarm or at-
tempt to disarm law enforce-
ment, domestic assault

Bobby Wayne Moore
Booked 1/18/25
Battery, trespassing

Tiffany Nicole Bragg Bariah Lynn Cooley
Booked 1/20/25 Booked 1/18/25
Worthless checks (x3) Domestic battery, malicious

wounding

@ &

David Benjamin Jarvis Donald Lee Massey I
Booked 1/14/25 Booked 1/18/25
Receiving/transferring stolen  Battery, trespassing asked to
goods, conspiracy, grand leave, trespassing

larceny, burglary

CLAY COUNTY

| &L

Elvis Boswell
Booked 1/15/25
Possession with intent to de-
liver a controlled substance,
no insurance, no operators,
DUI first offense

z - [
Richard Lee Bishop
Booked 1/15/25
No MV], driving suspended,
failure to maintain control of
vehicle, no registration

CLAY COUNTY

Matthew Stephen Nichols
Booked 1/17/25
Family court Capias

Jonathan Stewart Sparks
Booked 1/20/25
Fleeing in vehicle with reck-
less indifference to the safety
of others, obstructing an of-
ficer, destruction of property
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Ernest Wade Stout
Booked 1/18/25
Improper registration, no
insurance, obstructing an
oflicer, fleeing in vehicle with
reckless indifference to the
safety of others, expired MVI,
driving revoked for DUI

Russell Willard Vaught
Booked 1/15/25
Fraud related to connection
of access device

by WV House of Delegates Majority Leader Pat
McGeehan

West Virginia has good lawenforcement officers. We
need more of them. Their pursuit of justice and peace
serves the most vulnerable members of our community,
forming an indispensable part of our shared project: that
our people of West Virginia might flourish as the happi-
est in the union.

Lawenforcement officers routinely confront danger
in order toguard their neighborsfrom the violence and
injustice of wicked men.They have received, as their
thankless task, a society suffering the breakdown—and
even erasure—of its traditional forms of peacekeep-
ing: strong families, active civic associations, gracious
moral norms and neighborhoods where everyone looks
after everyone else. How such a breach was opened-up
may be the subject of debate. But that lawenforcement
officers have, nevertheless, continued to stand in that
breach, have made up for such missing civic virtues, and
have shouldered an unequal weight of responsibility for
the peace of our communities—this much is simply un-
deniable.

West Virginia can affirm its commitment to those who
take up this solemn responsibility by exempting their
pay and pensions from income taxation. This exemption
would acknowledge and realize the particular vocation
of'the city, county and state lawenforcement officer, who
operates as a servant of the people of West Virginia, pro-
tecting and enacting our high aspirations for a just, or-
dered and happy society by routinely confronting those
who threaten it “on the ground.” Although often a bur-
den, in some ways, taxes can be a sort of symbol of an
individual’s contribution to the common good—which
ought to be considered an explicit aimoftheir govern-
ment’s purpose in the first place. Tax relief for all is
important. Lawenforcement officers, however, already
contribute to this common good by their continued risk
of life and limb. Already taxed by virtue of their pro-
fession of dangerous service, our police officers—along
with our emergency responders and firefighters—ought
not to be “taxed” twice.

Our laws do not merely serve to allow and prohib-
it what can and cannot be done—they can often also
“teach.” And such a law as this could teach what every
aspiring police officer already knows: their work tran-
scends mere employment andself-interest. And it even
transcendsthose basic civic obligations for which we all
are responsible. For unlike every other good and noble
work, police work is a gift of self, made to the whole
community without reserve: the willingness to die for
one’s friends and neighbors—which is a requisite for
beginning police work, and a mark of excellence in its
performance.

In recent years, however, the profession of law en-
forcement has faced unjust vilification.The sweeping
demonization of police has created challenges for re-
cruitment and morale: who would devote their lives to
keeping the peace after years of propaganda, from the
establishment media, that characterized such a noble as-
piration as only the mark of hateful, violent and “crimi-
nal” men and women? West Virginia has an opportunity
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Tiffany Nichole Bragg
Booked 1/20/25
Possession with intent to de-
liver a controlled substance

Rebecca Ann Guyatt
Booked 1/15/25
Fraudulent use of an access
device
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Booked 1/15/25 to treat mane dandruff,
Capias cat fleas, stable flies &
yeast infections.

Clay Farm Bureau Coop.
587-4271

Delegate Pat McGeehan

to demonstrate the love we have for those who devote
their lives to keeping the peace. A tax exemption would
grant our state’s moral support to these men and women,
remediating at least some of the damage that unjust sus-
picions and unchecked aspersions have wreaked on their
calling.

Critics on the left may argue that such an exemption
would introduce inequities. I believe this is a wrong-
headed understanding. A statein which blue-collar
workers pay taxes—while multi-national corporate ex-
ecutives buy and trade financial assets in order to skirt
them—is one that suffers from inequity. A state, though,
where such an irreplaceableservice of sacrifice is actu-
ally rewarded, does not.

Critics on the right may argue that tax exemption
represents some sort of fiscally imprudent loss of state
revenue. This strikes me as a shallow argument. A state
that attracts virtuous, servant-hearted law enforcement
officers will make up for these minuscule fiscal costs by
large gains in public security and trust, through reduced
turnover costs in city police and county sheriffs’ depart-
ments across the state—and through the thwarting of the
vicious and expensive effects of crime.

And yet, relieving law enforcement officers from in-
come taxation—as well as emergency responders and
firefighters—is more than a financial investment. It is
a clear statement about the kind of society we ought to
build up, and a clear expression of the kind of people
we are: We are West Virginians—and West Virginians
honor sacrifice, love justice, reward faithful service and
work as a team for the sake of our common health. West
Virginia has an opportunity to lead the country through
example here: let us seize it.

Delegate Pat McGeehan, R-Hancock, is the Major-
ity Leader of the WV House of Delegates. He resides in
Chester.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Looking for someone to plow snow from the
lot and shovel snow from the sidewalk for the
Clay County Department of Health and
Human Resources office in Clay, WV.

If interested, please contact
Patty Martin at 304-872-0810
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What Are You Going
To Teach

By Joe Mazzella

It was over 30 years ago. I had graduated college with
a degree in education but hadn’t been able to find a full
time job as a teacher. Instead I was working as a substi-
tute. One day I would be called in to work in an elemen-
tary classroom, on another day I would be at the high
school, and on another I would be working all day in the
special education classroom. Through it all, though, I
tried my best to be a positive and uplifting teacher. I re-
membered the teachers I’d had growing up. Some were
so good. They encouraged and praised their students.
They made the work feel like a joy. I would learn any-
thing for them. Others only criticized and reprimanded
their students. In their classes I felt fear and resentment
and learned a lot less than I could have.

On one day of substituting I was having a really
good day. I praised one boy’s math answer and another
girl’s English essay. I did my best to make each student
feel seen and appreciated. At first the students seemed
shocked by this treatment but soon they became happy
and responsive. And at the end of the day a particularly
shy girl stopped before leaving and said, “I wish you
were my teacher every day.” Those kind words have
stayed in my heart to this day.

I haven’t worked in a school for decades now, but I’ve
learned one thing: We are all teachers in this life and
we are all students as well. We learn from each other. It
doesn’t matter what your job is, you are always teach-
ing others with your words, with your actions, and with
your life.

The question is: What are you going to teach? Are you
going to help God teach Love and kindness and peace
and goodness and giving and sharing and Joy? Or are
you going to teach fear, anger, hatred, and misery? The
choice is yours. I myself will always choose the path of
Love, learning, and Joy. I myself will always choose to
do my best to help God make this world the happy class-
room it was always meant to be. May you do the same.

WINTER BREAKDOWN

Cont. from Page 1

Taylor Runner, Southwest Virginia tunes with Andrew
Small and Ashlee Watkins, dance tips with Andrew Car-
roll, old-time banjo with Cody Jordan, old-time guitar
with Jesse Pearson, mandolin with Johnny Staats, blue-
grass guitar with Doug Cossin, bluegrass banjo with
Butch Osborne and bluegrass fiddle with Ray Cossin.
All workshop teachers are renowned experts in their
fields.

The Saturday evening concert at the WV Culture
Center theater will feature three Appalachian bands to
round out the “Winter Breakdown” schedule. The con-
cert opens at 7:30pm with the old-time trio The Modock
Rounders—Kim Johnson (banjo), Cody Jordan (guitar)
and Jesse Pearson (fiddle). Next up from Southwest Vir-
ginia will be The Alum Ridge Boys & Ashlee with their
superb harmonies and instrumentals. The renowned
Johnny Staats and the Delivery Boys will close out the
event. Staats won the Vandalia Festival championship
in mandolin three times, once on guitar and placed in
fiddle. The Delivery Boys include Butch Osborne, Ray
and Doug Cossin and David Vaughn. Each band will
perform a 45-minute set.

Concert tickets are $25 in advance, $30 at the door,
$10 for students; under age 13 are admitted free. Work-
shops are $20 for adults and $15 for students. Dance
admission is $10 for adults, $5 under age 25, under age
13 admitted free. AmeriCorps/VISTA members are ad-
mitted free to the dance and concert.

Weekend passes are available in advance or at the
door—$55 for adults and $25 for students and will cover
the dance, up to three workshops and the concert. Ad-
mission to all events can be paid at the door. Concert
advance tickets are available online at FOOTMAD.org
or by calling 304-729-4382.

This program is presented with financial assistance
from the West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture &
History and the National Endowment for the Arts, with
approval from the West Virginia Commission on the
Arts. Additional sponsors include the Nancy McClel-
lan Charitable Gift Fund and McKinley Carter Wealth
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I’m Not Old Just Young Challenged

Dr. James L. Snyder

Most people are fascinated by their age as if it makes
any difference in their lives. Some people are very intimi-
dated by getting older and struggle against it.

When I was young, I couldn’t wait to get older. I
couldn’t wait until I was old enough to get a driver’s li-
cense. Why does it take so long to get old when you’re
young, and when you’re old, it flies by like a bullet?

Sometimes, I get a call from a scammer who asks me
how old I am. I respond, “I’m not sure how old I am be-
cause every year my age changes.” Then I hear the infa-
mous “click.”

I have several relatives who will never accept how old
they are. They are frozen at 20 and try living as though
they were 20 years old. It never works out, but I won’t be
the one to tell them. Why try to act like you’re younger
than you are when you could just be yourself?

People are intimidated by getting older. I keep telling
them that the only cure for old age is to die.

If I tried to live my life as though I were 20, I’d get into
a lot of trouble, especially with The Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage. She is one of those reality people. I don’t
disagree with her, but I often conflict with her by not act-
ing my age.

I might be doing something rather silly, and she’ll catch
me. Then, with both hands on her hips, she will say, “Why
don’t you just act your age?”

I wanted to respond a few times and ask her if she was
acting her age, but my love of life keeps me from doing
stupid things like that.

At this stage, the big question in my life is: How do |
act my age? And what really is my age?

If 'm at a certain age, I’m not acting that age; I’m just
living that age. So when The Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage wants me to act my age, she wants me to pre-
tend I’m older than I really am. I don’t know what that
means!

I tried to tell her that I’'m really not old; just young chal-
lenged.

I was wondering the other day if I acted like [ was 30 if
The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage would recognize
me. When I was 30, I was completely different than what
I am today, whatever my age. I believe I should be able to
get up in the morning, pick an age, and then act that age.

It sounded like a good idea until I tried it.

One morning, I got up and said to myself, “Today, I am
20, and so I’'m going to act like a 20-year-old.”

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Before lunch, I had worn myself out so badly that I
didn’t know if I would continue the day. I forgot how
active I was at 20. I forgot that when I walked, I was
half-running. I forgot that when I ate, I ate like a starving
chimpanzee. Oh, I don’t want to be young again.

I began to realize what it really means to be young and
challenged. I would have to practice for a month to act
like I was 20 for one day. I don’t have that much time left
to do that.

So I’'m young challenged. So what?

When I was young, I acted my age and got into trouble
that I won’t discuss with anyone today. But those days
are over, and now [’m going to try to act like I’m an old
geezer. | have found that [ am a superb actor in this cat-
egory. If there was an Emmy for acting like an old geezer,
I would win hands down.

My wife and I were discussing this, and she said, “I
remember what you were like when you were 20, and
it would be good for you to act like you were 20 again.”

With a little smirk on my face, I looked at her and said,
“I will act 20 if you also act 20. Because a 20-year-old
doesn’t date an old geezer.”

I’m not sure she got it, but she didn’t like how I said it.

But if I'm going to act like a 20-year-old, then my
whole surroundings have to be in that category. What
good is it to act like your 20 when you don’t have the
energy of a 20-year-old?

It’s been a long time since I heard The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage ask me if I was going to act my age.
I’'m glad because I’m not a very good actor.

I also have a hard time acting my age. How do you
practice to act a certain age so that by the time you’re
done practicing, you’re older?

It doesn’t matter how old you are or that you have to
act a certain age; it’s really living today with today’s un-
derstanding.

I was reminded what Solomon said. “The glory of
young men is their strength: and the beauty of old men is
the grey head” (Proverbs 20:29).

I never understood this until one day I looked in my
mirror and saw I had grey hair. I never thought my hair
would get grey, but there it was and my mirror doesn’t lie,
so says The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail Jamessnyder5 1(@gmail.com, website www.
Jjamessnyderministries.com

Continued from Page 1

WV Legislative Pholography, Photo by Perry Bennett

Wood County resident Jessica Rowley reads from a book during the public hearing on HB 4654 at the House of Del-
egates on Jan. 24, 2024. Photo by Perry Bennett / WV Legislative Photography

discuss and vote on it

In that three-day process, the first day will be dedi-
cated to examining an introduced bill and hearing from
its sponsor. It’s also when the committee will be taking
“testimony.”

However, there is no guarantee that “testimony”
would mean any member of the public would be able to
comment, according to House Communications Direc-
tor Ann Ali, since it would be up to the discretion of the
committee chair.

The new rules don’t require committee agendas to be
posted with advanced notice to the public as is current-
ly required when a public hearing is called. Typically
agendas are posted a day in advance and can be updated
or changed at the last minute, an issue critics raised.

So, the question is: How will West Virginians know
a bill they want to weigh in on is being considered in
enough time for them to do so?

When asked how public participation will work with
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no required advance notice, Hanshaw said: “We’re
thinking about that.”

But he said House leadership would be unlikely to
propose a deadline for agendas.

“We’re never going to eliminate our own ability to
move forward when we need to, but the overall goal
here is greater engagement with interest groups, with
citizens, with bill sponsors, with everybody who has a
hand on the process so that we end up with more in-
formed input,” he said.

The new rules will also allow citizens to submit their
comments to a committee in writing, offering an alterna-
tive option for those unable to attend meetings. Those
comments will be logged into the official committee re-
cord. However, the protocol for how to do that in a time-
ly fashion is also not spelled out in the proposed rules.

For now, these changes are proposals. The House still
needs to vote on the new rules package. The session be-
gins on Feb. 12.
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THISs WEEK IN

West Virginia History

Jan. 19, 1818: The Vir-
ginia General Assembly
established Preston Coun-
ty from part of Mononga-
lia County. The new coun-
ty was named for James
Patton Preston, then gov-
ernor of Virginia.

Jan. 19, 1820: Fair-
mont was established by
the Virginia legislature on
the farm of Boaz Flem-
ing. The original name of
Middletown was changed
to Fairmont in 1843.

Jan. 19, 1844: The
Virginia General Assem-
bly established Taylor
County from parts of Bar-
bour, Harrison and Marion
counties. The county was
named in honor of U.S.
Sen. John Taylor, a sol-
dier-statesman from Caro-
line County, Virginia.

Jan. 19, 1848: Wirt
County was created by
the General Assembly of
Virginia from portions of
Wood and Jackson coun-
ties. It was named for Wil-

liam Wirt, Virginia states-
man and a presidential
candidate in 1832.

Jan. 19, 1894: Railroad
worker John Hardy was
hanged for killing a man
in a drunken gambling
dispute. The episode in-
spired the widely popular
ballad “John Hardy.”

Jan. 19-20, 1978: An
overnight snowstorm
paralyzed Charleston. Un-
usual in that more snow
fell in the capital city than
in Randolph County, total
snow depth in Charleston
averaged 24 inches, the
deepest on record for the
city. January 1978 be-
came the snowiest month
for both Huntington and
Charleston, and extended
cold kept the snow cover
on the ground into March,
the longest known contin-
uous snow cover for most
towns in West Virginia.

Jan. 20-21, 1824: West
Virginia’s most famous
soldier, Thomas Jonathan
Jackson, was born near
midnight in Clarksburg.
When Virginia left the
Union in 1861, Jackson
went with his native state.
He commanded the stra-
tegically important post
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢
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at Harpers Ferry until be-
ing appointed a brigadier
general of infantry. In the
opening battle at Manas-
sas on July 21, 1861, he
won the name “Stone-
wall” for steadfastness at
a critical point in the en-
gagement.

Jan. 21, 1906: The first
passenger train ran from
Elkins to Charleston fol-
lowing completion of
the Coal & Coke Rail-
way. The new railroad, a
project of former senator
Henry Gassaway Davis,
provided a much-needed
north-south route through
the heart of West Virginia.

Jan. 22, 1927: Confed-
erate General John Mc-
Causland died. After the
fall of the Confederacy,
McCausland fled the coun-
try. He returned in 1867
and spent the remainder of
his life on his large farm in
Mason County.

Jan. 23, 1888: Union
leader Fred Mooney was
born in a log cabin on
Davis Creek in Kanawha
County. He was secretary-
treasurer of United Mine
Workers of America Dis-
trict 17 from 1917 to 1924
and was a radical leader

in the West Virginia Mine
Wars.

7

DISTRICT
7

Jan. 23, 1890: The
United Mine Workers was
organized at a meeting in
Columbus, Ohio. Three
months later, in Wheel-
ing, UMWA District 17,
encompassing most of
West Virginia, held its
first meeting, elected M.
F. Moran as district presi-
dent and launched what
became a struggle of more
than 40 years to unionize
the state’s coal mines.

Jan. 23,1903: The great

rhododendron was des-
ignated the official state

Super Crossword

flower of West Virginia.

Jan. 24, 1968: Mary
Lou Retton was born in
Fairmont. She made his-
tory at the 1984 Olympic
Games in Los Angeles
when, at 16, she became
the first American woman
ever to win a gold medal
in gymnastics and the first
native West Virginia wom-
an to win a gold medal in
Olympic competition.

Jan. 25, 1814: Francis
Harrison Pierpont was
born near Morgantown.
On June 20, 1861, Pier-
pont was unanimously
elected as governor of
the unionist Reorganized
State of Virginia, which
sat at Wheeling until West
Virginia entered the Union

two years later.

Jan. 25, 1878: Activ-
ist Lenna Lowe Yost was
born in Basnettville in
Marion County. She held
key leadership roles in
the woman’s suffrage and
temperance movements.

Jan. 25, 1889: Anna
Johnson Gates was born

in Kanawha County. The
state’s first female state
legislator, Gates was
elected to the House of
Delegates in 1922 and
served a single term.

EXPANSION TEAM

ACROSS 60 Classic 103 Comedian 13 Moral lapse 56 ID for the IRS 94 Hamper
1 Horse house toothpaste who did 14 Actress Best 61 Rejections 95 Withdrawal of
7 Talked about brand plumbing 15 French article 62 Keenness the U.K. from
16 iPhone buys 63 Org. work? 16 Slightly 64 “Lah-di- —” the E.U.
20 Medieval supporting 108 Soda giant 17 Nancy in 66 Joke around 96 Await
weapon sober 110 Obama the House 67 Harold of the 98 Printed
21 Stimulus motorists health law, 18 Gave a lousy Manhattan circuit board,
22 Garbanzo, 65 Env. alerter for short review of Project as for a
for one 66 Novelist who 111 Camp shelter 19 “Gesundheit” 68 Boston team laptop
23 Kids’ writer had a law 112 Actor who elicitor 69 Keyboardist 99 Brings joy to
who was a degree? was always 24 Kitchen John 100 Comics’
frequent flier? 73 Pear center providing pests 70 Dull and Kett
26 North 74 Litigant precedents? 25 —tai heavy 103 Reddi- —
Carolina 75 Extensive, 122 Casino cubes 29 “God willing!” 71 Ex-Yankee (dessert
university informally 123 Has as a goal 30 Curtain fabric Hideki — topping
27 Ca++ or Cl- 76 Vehicle often 124 Really must 31 Fuse, asore 72 Shortstop brand)
28 Make up (for) traded in 125 Suffix with 32 Dole (out) Garciaparra 104 — to go
29 Architect who 80 Actress novel 33 Sheriff Wyatt 73 Half-pint (fired up)
loved internet Rae 126 Sticks firmly 34 Ending for 77 The Bengals, 105 Plants with
chatting? 82 Chess ploys to a decision bed or home on score- fronds
38 “Oh yeah? 87 Showman 127 Prized violins, 35 Vogue rival boards 106 Map extra
— who?!” who rehabili- for short 36 Hammerhead 78 Fast Amtrak 107 Old-time
39 That man tated injured ends train anesthetic
40 In a chair people? DOWN 37 Sun orbiter 79 Morocco’s 109 Captain Hook
41 Rural tract 91 Song that 1 Health club 42 Jokingly capital henchman
42 Helper Kim sings to 2 Actor Cruise 44 Nintendo 81 “Am not!” 113 “Deck the
43 Not round-trip Hugo in “Bye 3 Part of IPA game rejoinder Halls”
47 Three, in ltaly Bye Birdie” 4 Visorless cap system 83 “I'll return syllables
48 1999-2004 92 Long span 5 Boxer Ali 45 Second part very shortly,” 114 Suffix with
Oldsmobiles 93 Third-century 6 Former of a play in texts novel
50 Mystery pope inmate 46 Barks of pain 84 As awhole 115 Transcript fig.
writer who 94 Alpine goat 7 Awful racket 48 In the thick of 85 Fixed the 116 AOL or MSN
was a 97 Test facility 8 — jiffy (PDQ) 49 Eye, in Spain pitch of 117 — low ebb
constable? 98 Grinding 9 — i 51 Extinct 86 Actor Jimmy 118 Pithy remark
57 Give the right tool 10 Bright red 52 Deep regret 88 Brain 119 Toothpaste
58 Actor Arnaz 101 “— ’er rip!” 11 Remove the 53 Old autocrat section box inits.
59 Old Japanese 102 Anonymous cargo from 54 Tone down 89 — and crafts 120 “Inc.” relative
governors guy 12 Bee attack 55 —acte 90 Part of IPA 121 — Alamos
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Senior Class Confinued

Alice Myrea Hamrick is the
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Jessie
Hamrick of Widen, W. Va. She
was born August 14, 1940, at
Charleston, W. Va. She is 5’3 1-2”
tall and weighs 110 lbs. She has
brown hair and brown eyes. Alice
has attended Widen Schools for
12 years. During this time she
was a member of Library Club,
Dramatics Club, and Student
Council for one year, during which
time she was chairman of the as-
sembly committee. She is a form-
er member W.H.S. Band in which
she played clarinet, and she was a
majorette. Also she was a W.H.S.
Cheer leader. She served as Toast
Mistress for the Junior-Senior
Banquet in 1857. She was selected
as a member of National Honor
Society in her junior year. Alice
was secretary of her class in her
freshman and junior years. She
was vice-president of her class
when she was a sophomore, Alice
was sent as a representative of
the Student Council to the Annual
Conference of the West Virginia
Association of Student Counecils
at Jackson’s Mill, last year. After
graduation, Alice plans to join her
husband, who is attending West
Virginia University where he is
studying music. She was baptised
when she was twelve years old and
fs a member of the Widen Baptist
Church.

Joanne Louise Conner is the
daughter of Reverend and Mrs.
J. J. Conner of Widen W. Va.

. She was born at Widen, W. Va,
May 23, 1940, Joanne is 4'4 1-2”
tall and has brown hair and eyes.
Sheattended Widen School all
twelve years.

Joanne is a member of and at-
tends Widen Baptist Church reg-
ularly. She was a member of the
Girl Scouts for 5 years, where she
was Treasurer for 3 years. She was
also a member of the 4-H Club for
2 years. She was a member of the
Safety Patrol; a member of the
W.H.S. Band; and a member of
Chorus Club; Joanne was report-
er for the Student Council and
and was chosen Senior Princess at
the homecoming game. She attend-
ed Bapt:st Cariip at Cowen, W. Va.
last summer,

She is planning to :pend the
summer at home, deciding what
she is going to do in the fall.

. Russell Butcher is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. N. L. Butcher of
Dille, W. Va. Russell was born in
Charleston, West Virginia, June 4,
1941, He is 4'11” tall. He has
brown hair and blue eyes. He at-
tended Dille grade school and en-
tered Widen High School in 1954.
Russell played football in the 9th
grade and also played four years
of basketball. He was vice presi-
dent of student council in 1956-57.
He was sportss editor of the Widen
News and a member of Boy Scouts
for a year. Russell attends Big
Union Baptist Church. He plans
either to get a job or join the Ma-
rines after graduation.

William Nallon Laxton is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. McKinley C. Lax-
ton of Clay Ridge. He was born
March 5, 1940, Clay, W. Va. He
is 5'10" tall and w#ighs 158 lbs.
His hair is brown dnd his eyes
are blue. He attended school at
Dundon in the first grade attend-
ed Widen In Yhe second grade, at-
tended school at triplet Ridge in
the third grade, and attended Dille
from the fourth through the
eighth.

He came to Widen in the ninth
and was a member of the Athletic
Club. During his tenth year he
was member of the Athletic Club
and football team. During the
eleventh grade he was also g mem-
ber of the Athletic Club. He be-
longed to the Dramatic Club in
the twelfth grade. He played the
bass drum in the high school band
in* his senior year. He also had
one of the leading male roles in
the Senior play “No Boys Allow-
ed.”

After Graduation he plans -to
join the. Air Force.

Lanty Delano Facemire is the
son of Mrs. Lanty S. Facemire of
Dille, W. Va. He was born at
Charleston, ,April 6, 1939. He is
510 1-2” tall and weighs 135 lbs.
He has blond-hair and blue-eyes.

He . attended elementary school
at Dille. Delano was President of
Art Club in ’57 and Vice-President
of Dramatic Club in "58.

He played the role of Leroy in
the senior play “No Boys Allow-

d’l

Delano plans to work during the
summer before going on to a weld-
ing school.

Lanty Leonard Wilson is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. H. V. Wilson
of Strange Creek, W. Va. He was
born at Strange Creek, W. Va. on
June 25, 1939. He is 5'8” tall and
weighs 135 pounds. He has brown
hair and brown eyes. He attended
Dille grade school and entered
Widen High School in '54. He has
been a member of Art Club, Li-
brary Club, and Dramatic Club.
Lanty plans to work for Elk River
Coal and Lumber Company. after
graduation.

Helen Lonise Ellis is the daugh-
ter of Mr, and Mrs. Mac T. Ellis of
40 Braxton Street. She was born
August 20, 1940 at Little Birch,
W. Va. She is 5'6” tall and weighs
118 pounds. She has black hair
and blue eyes. Helen attended all
12 years of school at Widen. Dur-
ing her school years at Widen she
has been a member of Science
Club, Photo Club, a member of
Dramaties Club, for three years,
and is a member-at-large to Stu-
Council. She was selected as a
National Honor Society member in
her sophomore year., Helen was
sent as a delegate of the Student
Council to the Annual Conference
of the West Virginia Association
of Student Councils at Jackson’s
Mill last fall. She also attended
the Leadership Conference at West
Virginia University in March.

‘Helen was President of the Girl
Scouts her sophomore year vice
president of the junior class, and
was selected as Student-of-the
Month for April last year. In her
senior year, Helen was elected
President of National Honor So-
clety and “Miss Widen High II".
She was also selected as Student-
of-the-Month for January this
year. Helen has been on the honor
roll all through high school.

Paul DeMoss is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Norman DeMoss of Wi-
den. Paul was born in the Char-
leston General Hospital on Nov-
ember 4, 1940. He is 5'8"” tall and
has brown hair and gray eyes... He
attended Widen all twelve years of
his schooling. Paul played three
years of junior high and two years
of high school basketball. He also
played one year of varsity base-
ball. He was sergeant-of-arms in
the Senior class. He was a member
of the Junior Athletic Club for
one year. Paul was a member of
Boy Scouts for four years, attend-
ing Scout Camp at Greenbrier for
three years. He was one of the
sports editors of the Widen News.
After Graduation he plans to get
a job and work until he is old
enough to join the Marines.

Reba Ann Eagle is the 17 year
old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stan-
ley Eagle. She was born at Dille,
West Virginia, May 28, 1640.

She attended her first three
years of school at Dille and the
remaining nine years of school at
Widen School. She has been in
F.H.A., Dancing, and Dramatics
Clubs. She has been an active
member of the Dramatics Club for
the past four years. She is presi-
dent this year, 1957-1958. She has
been a member of Girl Scouts for
the past four years, Lone Troup 1.
She’ has been a member of the
band for the past thre years. She
held the office as Vice President
of the band '57-58. She played the
part of a sophoisticated boy hater,,
Nada Owens, in the Senior Class
play “No Boys Allowed”. She has
been a member of the Widen Bap-
tist Church. for six years. She
plans togo to Washington to
work after school is out.

W . b
Joan Truman Dawson I8 the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest
Truman of 5 1-2 Nicholas Street.
She was born December 12,
1940, at Maysel, W. Va. She is
53 1-2" tall and has brown Ihalr

and blue eyes.

Joan has attended Widen School
for eleven years and one at Ivy-
dale. She has been an active mem-
ber of Dramatics Club for three
years and the secretary for one
year; a member of Student Coun-
cil for four years and is the re-
porter this year; a member of
Library Club; and a member of
Dancmg Club.

She was selected as a member
of National Honor Society in her
sophomore year. She was the sec-
retary in her junior year, and vice
president in her senior year. Dur-
ing her sophomore year she was.
selected by the Widen Woman’s
Club to attend the Leadership
Conference at Camp Horseshoe
and was sent as a representative
of the Student Council. to the
annual conference of the West
Virginia Association of Student
Councils at Jackson’s Mill last
year.

Joan was the presidemt of her
freshman class and also her jun-
ior class,

She was selected as Student-of-
the-Month in both her junior and
senior years and was given the
leading part of the Senior Class
Play. She also won the Betty
Crocker Homemaker of Tomorrow
award for Widen High School.

Joan has maintained an “A"
average all thropgh high school
and has been a guest of the Rotary
Club. Last year she presented the
welcome speech at the Junior and
Senior Banquet and will also give
the welcome at her commence-
ment exercises. . :

Joan plans to reside in Widen
with her husband Jimmy Dawson.

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance — NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Infor-mation Kit with
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV +
INTERNET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G
LTE networks, no contracts, easy
installation, and data plans up to 300
GB. Call 844-230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS

IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get cash

offer and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle
pickup and receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
964-4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell
your car to Peddle. Easy three step
process. Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to re-ceive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today
to schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam

or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company -
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES with Briggs & Stratton®
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators
— the most powerful home standby
generators available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty — 7 years
($849 value.) Proudly made in the
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-
609-1433.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually im-paired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-855-368-9004 today

WHEN YOU WANT THE BEST,
you want Omaha Steaks! 100%
guaranteed and delivered to your
door! Our Butcher's Deluxe Package
makes a great gift and comes with 8
FREE Burgers ONLY $99.99. Call
1-877-460-6356 and mention code
77318CKG or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/Deluxe9637

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

Press

GUARANTEED
Life Insurance

up to $20,000.00
Modified Whole Life Insurance from
Physicians Life Insurance Company
Cash to help pay your funeral,
medical bills or other final expenses.
* Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85

¢ No medical exam, no health guestions

e Lock in your rate for life

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559

or go to life55plus.info/wv

p Plus - you'll
also get a FREE
Final Wishes -
Planner just
for calling!

I

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.

6236  Benefits reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: L770TN).
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

A

ALTA CHURCH OF GOD
Sunday Night Services

6:00 PM

Wednesday 7:00 PM Everyone
is welcome! Pastor: Paul E.
Young

B

BELL CREEK
COMMUNITY BAPTIST
CHURCH

NO Scheduled Services

At This Time

BELL CREEK
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Dixie

Tuesday Night 6:00 PM
Thursday Night 6:00 PM
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
PM Pastor: Lee Holiday
(304) 632-1135

BETHEL BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah.
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM

BETHEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH, Porter Creek Road,
Bomont, WV

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service

7:30 PM

Thursday Night Service

7:30 PM

Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Junior Davis

BICKMORE BAPTIST
CHURCH located at Bick-
more on Fola Road

Sunday School 9:45 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening services
7:00 PM

Pastor: Ralph D. Lane

BIG OTTER BAPTIST
CHURCH OF IVYDALE
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday prayer service and
Bible Study 6:30 PM Pastor:
Danny Richardson

BIG UNION BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:15 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service 1st,
3rd and 4th

Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer &
Bible Study 7:00 PM

2nd Sunday Communion
Service 6:00 PM

Pastor: Pete Shaffer

BLUE KNOB CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM Everyone
is Welcome!

BUFFALO VALLEY
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday
School 10:00 AM Worship
Service 11:00 AM Sunday
Evening Service

6:00 PM

Radio Broadcast, Sunday
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV
Summersville

Everyone Welcome Pastor:
Doug Newell IV

BURKE MEMORIAL
METHODIST CHURCH in
Procious. Across Camp Creek
Bridge on the left. Preaching
Every Sunday

9:00 AM

Sunday School 10:00 AM Bible
Study every Wednesday 7:00
PM Pastor: Jerry Chandler

C

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
LIZEMORE

Prayer Service and Bible Study,
Tuesday 7:00 PM Regular
Service Sunday Nights at 7:00
PM

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore

CHURCH OF GOD
BENTREE

Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:00 PM

Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Come and worship the Lord
with us.

Everyone Welcome!

Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr.
CLAY COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service

7:00 PM

Wednesday Night Service 7:00
PM. Everyone welcome.

CLAY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship 11:00 AM.
Everyone is Welcome!
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins

CLENDENIN UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
10:00 AM — Sunday School
11:00 AM — Preaching

6:00 PM

Wednesday 7:30 PM

Pastor: Fred Walker

CLIO COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00
PM

Wednesday Worship

7:00 PM

Everyone welcome.

Pastor: George Stickland

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall-
ing Rock, Clay County
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 AM

Sunday School 11:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:30 PM

Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM
Teachings from the King
James Bible

Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Darris Barker

CORNERSTONE
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 7:00
PM

Wednesday Prayer Service/
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM
Pastor: Roy Huffman

E

ELK RIVER BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Saturday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: Brace Cook

F

FAIRVIEW BAPTIST
TEMPLE

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Pastor: Bret Wiley

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road
Sunday Service 6:00 PM
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy
Anderson

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Bomont, WV

Sunday Service 10:00 AM
and 6:00 PM

Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Nick Bird

Phone 304-548-6665

FLAT FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

Wednesday Prayer & Bible
Study 6:00 PM

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM
Pastor: Chris Johnson

FOLA MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM

Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Adults Bible Study
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM
Pastor: Daniel Tanner

G

GAULEY BRIDGE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 AM

Junior BYF/Senior BYF
6:00 PM

Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 PM

Wednesday Bible Study
7:00 PM

Wednesday Kids/Chilren/
Youth 7:00 PM

GOSPEL LIGHT
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Located on Rt. 119 at the
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday
night services begin at 7:00
PM. Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Rev. David Smith
GROVES CREEK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Friday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Dean Rogers

H

HALLBURG BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00
PM

Pastor: Michael Jackson

HARTLAND COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday Night Service
7:00 PM

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service

6:00 PM

Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb

HORNERS FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Youth
7:00 PM

Pastor: Joe Dawson

HOUSE OF PRAYER
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel,
WYV (off Rt. 36)
Pentecostal/Full Gospel
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM
Pastor: (304) 587-2996
(home), (304) 587-2703
(church)

Pastor: James R. Paxton

IDA BAPTIST CHURCH
Bentree

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM.
All ages welcome. Also
have crafts, etc., all children
welcome.

Pastor: Larry Skaggs

INDORE BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30
Preaching Lunch
12:30-1:30 PM
Wednesday Service
6:30-7:30 PM

Everyone welcome!

IVYDALE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00
Everyone Welcome!
304-395-9990

Pastor: Freddie Elliott

J

JODIE BAPTIST
CHURCH

Come Worship with Us!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Evening Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JOHNSON CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Vineyard Ridge

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:00 PM

Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN
CHURCH

103 Main Street, Clay, WV
25043

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - 12 noon
For more info call 304-587-
4779

Pastor: David Davis

L

LAUREL FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM

LEATHERWOOD
FREEWILL BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM

LIBERTY ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night: Bible
Study/Prayer Meeting and
Youth Group 7:00 PM Pastor:
John Barnhouse

LICKFORK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:00 every
Sunday Morning

Sunday Night Services
7:00 PM

Wednesday 7:00 PM
Come worship with us!
Pastor: Herb Vance

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Mark Dudley
Phone 304-286-5909

LITTLE LAUREL
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: David McLaughlin

LIVING GOD WORSHIP
CENTER

We invite you to come and
worship with us.

Thursday Evening 7:00 PM
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Pastor: Cecil Lee

LIZEMORE CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM
Church Service 11-12 Noon
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Robert Thomas

MAYSEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Monday Night Service

6:00 PM

Wednesday Night Prayer
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

MAYSEL MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Everyone Welcome
Pastor: Jim Hamrick

MIDDLE CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: John Osborne

MT. OLIVE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting

Everyone welcome!

MUD FORK CHURCH
Sunday & Jr. Worship
Service 10:00 AM Sunday
School 11:00 AM Sunday
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday
Night & Jr.

Church Service 7:00 PM

Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Christopher Stout

N

NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH

Preaching every Sunday
Morning at 10:00 AM

Sunday School 11:00 AM
Preaching, Prayer Meeting

Wednesday at 7:30 PM

NEW ANTIOCH
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer

Meeting 7:00 PM

Please join us in Praise!
Pastor: Gary Walker

NEWTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday
11:00 AM

Pastor: Kenneth Boggs

NEWTON BAPTIST
CHURCH

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM

Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet-

ing & Bible Study 7:00PM
Pastor: Darius Walker
Pastor Emeritus: Ron
Fisher

NOAH’S ARK FULL
GOSPEL CHURCH
Thursday 7:00 PM
Sunday 7:00 PM

Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr.

o

O’BRION ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching after Sunday
School. Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 7:00 PM

Pastor: James L. Balser

OVAPA METHODIST
CHURCH

Preaching every Sunday at
9:45 PM

Sunday School 10:30 AM
Sunday School on the 2nd
Sunday is at 10:00 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Phone 304-587-2955
Pastors: Cindy & Roger
Dunlap

OTTERLICK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service

6:00 PM

Bible Study Thursday

6:00 PM

Pastor: Gene Copen

OTTERVALE ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday,
except 5th, 11:00 AM
Prayer Meeting Tuesday
Evening

Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams

P

PEOPLES COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Sunday Night Service 7:00
PM

Take time out for Jesus, he
took time our for you.
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft

PISGAH FREEWILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Bible Study
& preaching 6:00 PM
Pastor: Dennis Vance

PLEASANT DALE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM
Wednesday night Bible Study
7:00 PM

Saturday Night Preaching
Pastor: Wayne Litton

PLEASANT HILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Wayne Smith

PROCIOUS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Welcomes You!

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:15 AM
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: David Walker

Q

QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C.
CHURCH

Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Thursday Night 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Scott Means

R

RISEN LORD CATHOLIC
CHURCH at Maysel

Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol-
lowed by Religious Education
9:30 AM

Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Father Matheus Ro
SVD

Pastoral Associates: Father
Dominijus Boak SVD

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Prayer Meeting

7:00 PM

Sunday Worship 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Delbert McKenzie

RUSH FORK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday
11:00 AM

Every 1st and 3rd Sunday
Singing or Preaching

11:00 AM

Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM

Come see us in church.
Pastor: Harry Dobbins

S

STRANGE CREEK
CHURCH

Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Thursday Service 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Jason Belt

T

THE AMERICAN CHAPEL
AT ELKHURST

Saturday Services 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM

Pastor: Hiram Lewis

TRINITY MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service
7:00 PM.

Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Clifford Samples

U

UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 6:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00
PMEveryone welcome
Pastor: Don Dobbins

UNITY GOSPEL
TABERNACLE

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Service
7:00 PM

Everyone welcome!

\'

VALLEY RIDGE
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday
Night 7:00 PM

Evertyone is welcome to
attend.

W

WALLBACK
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching Ist, 3rd, Sth Sun-
days 9:45 AM

Bible Study Wednesday Eve-
ning 7:00 PM

Everyone welcome.

Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell

WALNUT GROVE
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Preaching Ist & 3rd Sundays
11:00 AM

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: (304) 332-5503
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins

WALNUT MEMORIAL
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:00 AM
Thursday Evening Service
7:30 PM

Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Lester Tanner

WHITE PILGRIM
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Paul Coon

WHITESTAR
TABERNACLE CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall

WIDEN BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
6:00 PM

Wednesday Night Service
6:00 PM

Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Randy Tinney

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE
APOSTOLIC
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below
Maysel on the left

Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Come worship the Lord with
us!

Phone: (304) 587-7410
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw
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State Auditor Mark Hunt Announces Leadership

Auditor Mark Hunt has announced
key staff for the Office of Auditor to
include Michael Cook to serve as com-
bined role as Chief of Staff and Chief
Financial Officer. Caleb Hanna and Da-
vid Cole have been appointed as Depu-
ty Chiefs of Staff.

“The Office of the Auditor has a great
staff in place. I am confident that the
different backgrounds our newly ap-
pointed staff members have will be a
great addition to help us provide better
resources for the people of West Virgin-
ia,” said Hunt.

Prior to moving to the Auditor’s Of-
fice, Cook was named and served as the
Director of the State Budget Office since
August 2018, where he worked closely
with the Governor and the Legislature

in all aspects of the state budget. Prior
to that, Cook served as Senior Budget
and Policy Analyst for the West Virgin-
ia Senate. A native of Raleigh County
and alumnus of Concord University,
Cook brings 27 years of experience and
an excellent rapport with both the Ex-
ecutive and Legislative Branches.
Caleb Hanna, a Nicholas County na-
tive and current Kanawha County resi-
dent, has been appointed Deputy Chief
of Staff by Auditor Hunt. A graduate
of West Virginia State University with
a degree in Economics, Hanna brings
a diverse background and a wealth of
experience to the role. His professional
journey spans healthcare and non-profit
administration, where he handled Pub-
lic Relations for select WVU Medicine

hospitals in southern West Virginia.
Hanna’s dedication to public service
is well-established, having served five
years in the West Virginia House of
Delegates, representing five counties.
David Cole of Fayette County is a
seasoned professional with a broad
range of experience in both the private
and public sectors. Cole studied at Ari-
zona State University, has most recently
served for 17 years as Operations Man-
ager and Director of Marketing at Mark
A. Hunt & Associates, PLLC. Cole’s
background includes over a decade at
WCHS-WVAH TV in various sales
and operational roles, showcasing his
expertise in media and sales manage-
ment. His commitment to public ser-
vice is further exemplified by his two

terms as a City Councilman in Ansted,
WYV, where he worked to improve and
support his community. His diverse
career and dedication to service make
him an invaluable addition to the Audi-
tor’s leadership team as Deputy Chief
of Staff.

“I am thankful for the work started
by JB McCuskey that includes bringing
efficiencies to the office and West Vir-
ginia Checkbook. Looking to the future,
we have an aggressive agenda to keep
an eye on the budget, transparency and
accountability for every tax dollar that
is spent. We will be working on ways
to improve interactions with the public
and making the office more accessible
through-out the different parts of the
state,” said Auditor Hunt.

Secretary of State Kris Warner Reports 843 New WYV Business
Registrations for December of 2024

The WV Secretary of State’s Office
registered 843 new businesses statewide
during the month of December accord-
ing to Secretary of State Kris Warner.

Monroe County led the state in the
percentage of new business growth with
a total of ten new business registrations,
a 1.37% increase. The Secretary of
State’s Business Division reported that
Wirt, Mason, Wetzel and Morgan Coun-
ty also experienced notable growth dur-

LEGAL

Public Meeting Notice

The Clay County Board of Education will hold 2 public hearings to
allow interested parties to discuss and provide input for the 2025-2026
school calendar. The first hearing will be held at Clay County High School
on Tuesday, February 4, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The second hearing will
be conducted at Clay County Middle School on Tuesday, February 18,
beginning at 5:30 p.m. Anyone interested in addressing the Clay County
Board of Education, at one or both meetings, should contact Mr. Philip R.
Dobbins, Superintendent, at 304-587-4266, to have your name placed on
the agenda or sign up in person 15 minutes prior to the start of the hearing.

There will also be a public comment period on the two calendar options
posted at claycountyschools.org for students, parents, and staff to provide
input to the Clay County Board of Education. If you have a comment or
question about the calendar options, please email them to Mr. Dobbins at
claycountyschoolsystem@gmail.com.

LEGAL

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA
THE MATTER OF: R.J.C.
CIVIL ACTION NO. 24-FIG-6

THE OBJECT OF THIS SUIT IS TO APPOINT A GUARDIAN
FOR THE MINOR NAMED HERE
TO: JEFFREY SCOTT CLEATOR, FATHER OF THE MINOR

It appearing by verified pleading filed in this action that after the
exercise of due diligence by Petitioner, Sheena Leedy & Alexander
Leedy, AND Mother of the Minor Shilo Lippert, the exact iden-
tity and whereabouts of Jeffrey Scott Cleator, father of the minor,
whose whereabouts are unknown to the Petitioners & Mother. It is
hereby ordered that Jeffrey Scott Cleator, Father of Minor, serve
upon Petitioner’s Sheena Leedy & Alexander Leedy, whose address is,
221 Virginia Street Kenbridge, VA 23944, and Mother Shilo Lippert
at 123 Shamblin Run Rd., Procious, WV 25164 an answer, including
any related counterclaim or defense you may have to the Petition for
Appointment of Guardian filed in this action or before the hearing
date. You are advised that a hearing will be held on March 6, 2025
at 1:00 P.M. in the Family Court, 246 Main Street, 2nd Floor Clay
Courthouse, Clay , WV. 25043 before the Honorable Judge Harley
Stollings at which time and place you may appear if you so be ad-
vised. If you fail to do so, thereafter the Court will be asked to appoint
guardian for the minor children and such other relief as set forth in said
Petition. A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned
Clerk at her office.

Entered by the Clerk of said Court: January 3, 2025.
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Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until March 13, 2025 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description

001 2021000714 S381-STR/IP-2500  STP-2025(100)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
ROADWAY STRIPING
DISTRICT WIDE
COUNTY: BOONE, CLAY,
KANAWHA, MASON

DBE GOAL: 6 % OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN

ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter SA, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that
it will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority busi-
ness enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not
be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for

an award.

3. Mason County - 1.25% growth

4. Wetzel County - 1.25% growth

5. Morgan County - 1.20% growth

Counties that led the state in total
businesses registered in December in-
clude Kanawha, Monongalia, Berkeley,

istrations

tions

tions

2. Monongalia County - 76 new reg-
3. Berkeley County - 73 new registra-

4. Raleigh County - 50 new registra-

ing the month. Raleigh and Jefferson. 5. Jefferson County - 43 new registra-
Top five counties in new business Top five counties in total businesses tions

growth: registered: Statewide, West Virginia registered
1. Monroe County - 1.37% growth 1. Kanawha County - 104 new regis- 13,518 new businesses in the previ-
2. Wirt County - 1.33% growth trations ous 12-month period, from January

1, 2024, to December 31, 2024. Ra-
leigh County led all 55 counties with
a 17.97% growth rate during the one-
year timespan. To review county-by-
county growth, visit our Business Sta-
tistics Database.

To place your legals
Call us at (304)-647-5724
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line of home standby generators.

When choosing a standby

Engineered with

NGMax

for superior power and perommance

W=

POWER OUTAGES AGAIN
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Gain peace-of-mind with the most powe

rful

generator, check the specifications
closely. Only Briggs & Stratton
PowerProtect™ generators feature
NGMax™ technology, delivering up
to 12% more power on natural gas
than the competition. For homes

with natural gas, Briggs & Stratton

is the ideal choice.

Industry-Leading str:::hg:
Comprehensive Y

Warranty for Years of 7 YEAHS

Worry-Free Performance $849 Value

Call 1-855-609-1433
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claycountyfreepress.com

and receive
much more!

State & National News

14 additional
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in WV & VA

2 Over 40 editors,
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&», reporters & writers

Your Ad Could Be

Call us at
304-647-5724

Here!
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Trent Gibson looks for two points against the Raiders.

By Allen Hamrick

The Panther basketball team put on a defense and of-
fense show at the game against Roane County this past
week. The Raiders literally came out wiping the floor
with the Panthers in the first period, outscoring the Pan-
thers 17-6. The Panthers were having a hard time get-
ting their Jordan shots to fall. Then, it was if the Panther
defense turned out the lights on the Raider offense, and
Panther offense took control racking up 13 points by the
half. At the half, it was Panthers 19, Raiders 24.

After what must have been a rousing half time pep
talk, the second half was much different for the Panthers
as both offense and defense bellied up to the meatloaf.
The Panthers came out swinging in the third and stayed
bucket for bucket with the Raiders. The Raiders kept a
slight two point edge at the end of the third with the score
standing at 36-34. Then, the butt kicking began as the

Panthers trom
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Jaxon Brown shoots from the corner.

Panthers defense put on a ground show while the offense
put on an air show. In the fourth, the Panthers scored a
whopping 18 points to the Raiders nine; they just couldn’t
keep up. When the smoke cleared and jaws lifted off the
floor, it was the Panthers over Roane by the score of 52-
45. It was a great game and Trent Gibson got was top
shot with 16 points.

The next game against Doddridge would be a tough
one, but with some momentum off a win against Roane, it
might play in Panther favor. However, the lights went out
in Georgia for the Panthers as they couldn’t get back the
glory they had against Roane. Scoring was like reading
a Russian dictionary - you try but, in the end, it doesn’t
matter. Doddridge came out scoring 20 in the first period
and didn’t look back. The Panthers rallied in the third
and fourth periods, but it was too little, too late. The final
score was Panthers 39, Doddridge 69. The Panthers will

p the Raiders
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Joel Elliott gets two the hard way.

be at home for three games this week against Man, Poca
and Buffalo. These should be some good games.

In CCHS girls’ basketball news, the Lady Panthers
were coming off their first win of the season against
Tucker County, winning by a score of 48-31. The Lady
Grizzlies of Nicholas were first up last week, but the Lady
Panthers couldn’t get the offense rolling against the Lady
Grizzlies and lost the matchup 13-47. Next up was Her-
bert Hoover, and the Lady Panthers had a difficult time
on offense again and just couldn’t get the ball in the hoop.
They lost the match 19-44. The Lady Panthers are sched-
uled to be back in action against Gilmer on January 22nd
and back at home against Webster on January 23rd. All
the dates and time for the CCMS and CCHS games are
dependent on weather so check with the schools or social
media postings to stay current on what games are going
on and what games aren’t.

Mustangs compete in a triple team match up

Kaleb Keen looks for the double leg.

By Allen Hamrick

It’s party time for the CCMS Mustangs. CCMS wres-
tling is back in the headlines and setting fire to the mats.
Who needs those kissy faced, smack talking, so called pro
wrestlers or boring, slow motion college wrestling? Give
me Clay County style wrestling anytime. Go to a Mus-
tang match and you will see gut busting, shoulder twist-
ing, bone breaking action; it is not for the faint at heart.
The Mustangs competed in a tri match at Midland Trail on
Wednesday evening, January 15th. Wrestlers from three
different middle schools were on a feeding frenzy in front
of wrestling fans. Mustang wrestling, along with both
basketball teams, was coming off a long winter break and
it showed. The Mustangs were short some wrestlers and

Levi Hamrick gets the pin.

short some practices. Clay, Midland Trail and Eastern
Greenbrier were the teams competing, and all the partici-
pants gave the fans their money’s worth. The Mustangs
put up a battle, but in the end it’s tough to win at duals
when you’re short wrestlers. Individually, they did well
but lost both matches. I assure you the Mustangs are no
push overs - they are tough, rough and dangerous. They
will be in action at the WSAZ tournament on January
31st and will be at Barboursville on January 25th for the
warm up. The WSAZ tournament is one of the biggest
tournaments in the country for middle schools and high
schools. This will be an opportunity for them to capture a
big title. If you get the chance, get out and support them.
Go Mustangs!

Gabe Metheney works for a pin.

Lady Mustangs continue to dominate the courts; Mustangs fall to Webster

By Allen Hamrick

The CCMS basketball squads, both the boys and the
girls, played Webster this past week in their first game
since the unexpected winter break. The Lady Mustangs
were at home, and the game was full of action with-
out very many points being scored in the first half as a
fan could tell the cinder blocks weren’t shaken off yet.
There were quite a few elbows and wrestling match-
es for the ball, but the winter ice didn’t thaw until the
second half. The first and second period score looked
more like a baseball score until the Lady Mustangs took
off the gloves in the second half and started racking up
points. However, Webster girls also kicked it in gear
and the game became a pre Christmas break run for the

Autumn Rapp looks for a lane.

net. The Lady Mustang defense is second to none when
it comes to steals and rebounds. Once they get lined
out, you better take your dribbling to the next level or
they will steal it.

When the wounds were bandaged, it was the Lady
Mustangs over Webster by the score of 38-22. Knock-
ing the net off the hoop was Marissa Atha with eight
points. Unless the weather intervenes, the Lady Mus-
tangs will have a three game home stretch starting Tues-
day night with South Harrison and Thursday night with
Braxton.

The Mustang boys were on the road to Webster and,
like the Lady Mustangs, the game was slow to start.
With not many practices under their belts since Christ-

Marissa Atha hits for two points.

mas break, it was hard to get their B-ball swag back. The
JV got the evening started with a win, beating Webster
29-27. Then it was Varsity’s turn and they came out
firing on all cylinders, but Webster had bigger engines.
The Mustangs put up an air show and was dribble for
dribble in the first period with Webster, taking a slight
lead at 13-11. In the second period, both teams fell short
on the board as the shots started hitting the rim. It went
downhill from there for the Mustangs as Webster was
weighting the board. In the end it was Webster over the
Mustangs 30-42. Top shot for the Mustangs was Collin
Elliot with 12 points. The boys will be in action this
week on the road Tuesday night at South Harrison and
Wednesday night against Ravenswood. Go Mustangs.



