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Leslie Goe crowns the new queen. Allen Hamrick photo.

Cleavenger crowned 2025 CCMS 
Basketball Homecoming Queen

By Nadia Ramlagan
West Virginia’s innovative programs 

and a boost in state financial aid have 
made it possible for more people to earn 
a college degree or get a credential that 
shows they’ve achieved competency in a 
specific field.

The  latest data from Lumina Founda-
tion show more than 44% of adults in the 
Mountain State have attained some level 
of education after high school.

West Virginia Invest, the state’s free 
community college program, and Level 
Up, which offers dual enrollment for high 
schoolers, are driving the increase, said 
Sarah Tucker, chancellor of the West Vir-
ginia Higher Education Policy Commis-
sion. She said dual enrollment can help 
keep young students on the right track 
“by enrolling them in dual-enrollment 
courses in high school that are tailored to 
the major that they are interested in when 
they go on to college.”

According to the report, in 2023, nearly 
10% of West Virginians held an associate 
degree and around 13% held a bachelor’s 
degree.

Tucker said the state has also worked 

to increase FAFSA participation - the 
form families fill out to get financial aid 
for college. She noted that last year, the 
commission staff completed more than 
200 FAFSA workshops at high schools, 
even when the program temporarily shut 
down.

“We doubled our needs-based aid pro-
gram,” she said, “so that our neediest stu-
dents would be able to go to college and 
wouldn’t be left sitting home, which was 
my biggest fear.”

Affordability is another factor. In West 
Virginia, Tucker said, 60% of community 
college students graduate with no student 
debt to repay.

“What we have seen in the past sev-
eral years, through keeping our tuition 
low and this investment by the state,” she 
said, “is that we have really increased the 
number of our students who don’t have 
any loans.”

Nationwide, nearly 55% of people 
have a postsecondary degree or creden-
tial, and around 47% hold a bachelor’s 
degree.

Support for this reporting was provid-
ed by Lumina Foundation.

WV’s free community 
college helps more 

residents attain degrees

Three high school students have been 
selected to serve as the 2025 Student 
Symphonic Fellows for the West Virginia 
Symphony Orchestra’s (WVSO) Andrew 
and Amy Vaughan Fellowship Program.

Kaleigh Basham, a senior at Wood-
row Wilson High School, Simeon Jett, 
a homeschool freshman from Elkview, 
and Julian Finn Smith, a sophomore that 
is homeschooled from Princeton were 
chosen as the 2025 Vaughan Fellows 
following an interview and audition pro-
cess on January 17. These students will 
build upon their knowledge and mastery 
of music by sitting on stage alongside 
WVSO musicians during rehearsals and 
will conduct personal research about the 
music the WVSO performs. They will 
also meet Music Director Maurice Cohn, 
guest conductors, and renowned guest 
artists during the second half of the Elliot 
Foundation Symphonic Series.

To be an eligible finalist, applicants 
completed an application that included a 
personal essay explaining their interest in 
the program as well as their profession-
al and academic goals and submitted at 
least two letters of recommendation.

Kayleigh Basham, flute, performs with 
the marching and concert band at Wood-
row Wilson High School.   She is the 
principal flutist for The New River Sym-
phony, the president of the Tri-M Music 
Honor Society and was accepted in the 
Great American Marching band where 
she performed at the 2024 Macy’s Day 
Parade.   Kayleigh also plays saxophone 
for the school jazz band and participates 
in the back up band for the choir.  Most 
recently she received the honor of mak-
ing second chair flute for the WV All-
State Band.   Kaleigh also holds other 
leadership positions in her school and 
community with plans to study music 
education and performance,

Simeon Jett, piano, a freshman from 
Elkview, is a member of the WV Youth 
Symphony Orchestra and has studied for 
ten years.  Simeon shares his gifts of mu-
sic with the local community by perform-
ing in church, nursing and retirement 
homes.  In addition to piano, Simeon also 
studies violin.  His goal is to further his 
musical education and learn more about 
the music business through this fellow-
ship.

Julian Finn Smith, violin, a sophomore 
from Princeton, is a member of the WV 
Youth Symphony Orchestra. He served 
as concertmaster for the High School All 
State Orchestra as a freshman.   Finn’s 
local schools do not have a strings pro-
gram, so in order to further his string edu-
cation he is homeschooled to allow him 

to travel for educational purposes and to 
have time dedicated to his musical edu-
cation.   He created a string quartet with 
other home school musicians and earned 
a superior rating for Solo and Ensemble 
Festival of WVMEA. Finn was also the 
winner of the American String Teacher’s 
Association solo competition in 2023.  
His future goals are to continue to study 
music and to become a member of the 
WV Symphony Orchestra.

Other finalists were Jacob Groves, a 
freshman at Nicolas County High School 
and Bella Basham, a sophomore from 
Cabell Midland High School.

Sponsored by Dr. Andrew and Amy 
Vaughan of Charleston, this fellowship 
program began in 2002 to develop and 
encourage West Virginia high-school stu-
dents to pursue careers as professional 
musicians, educators, composers or con-
ductors.

This monitored and time-intensive 
training program for serious music stu-
dents remains a unique program among 
orchestras throughout North America.

The West Virginia Symphony Orches-
tra is West Virginia’s premier performing 
arts organization, presenting classical 
and pops concerts annually throughout 
the Mountain State. Currently in its 86th 
season, the WVSO is a proud member of 
the community and enriches the region 
by providing affordable, high-quality 
concerts, collaborations with West Vir-
ginia arts organizations and a nationally 
award-winning education program.

West Virginia Symphony 
Orchestra announces 2025 

Vaughan Fellows

Simeon Jett, a homeschooled freshman 
from Elkview, is one of three students 
selected for as a Student Symphonic Fel-
low for the WV Symphony Orchestra’s 
Andrew and Amy Vaughan Fellowship 
Program. 

Attendance is something we never stop 
working to improve. It is a specific indica-
tor of success in the classroom and later in 
college and the workplace. We have found 
that good attendance brings about success in 
every part of a school day. 

Our county goal for the 2024-25 school 
year is 93% average daily attendance. Sev-
eral classrooms have achieved monthly 
averages in the high 90’s, but no one, until 
now, has reached perfection. 

Shawn Krajeski has 15 students in his 
classroom at Clay County High School. 
During the fourth month, each of his 15 stu-
dents had perfect attendance. That calculates 
to a perfect score of 100% for the 4th school 
month. We have been keeping attendance 
records each month for the past 6 years. 
Until now, perfect attendance for an entire 

school month was deemed impossible. 
Congratulation to Mr. Krajeski and his 15 

high school students!
Closely following Mr. Krajeski’s students 

are Catherine Vaillancourt’s students at Clay 
Middle with a monthly average of 98.90%. 
Big Otter finished 3rd with Amanda Douglas’ 
first graders at 97.65%. And finally, Allison 
Vaughan’s students at Clay Elementary had 
a monthly average of 97.06%.

Honorable mention goes to Jamie Paxton 
and Brandi Pierson’s 3rd grade students at 
Big Otter with a 96.90%, JoAnn Metheney’s 
preschool students at Clay Elementary with 
a 95.28%, Kacie Minger’s business and 
broadcasting students at Clay County High 
at 94.97% and Kimberly Carroll’s Discover 
Your Future students at Clay Middle with a 
92.57%.

Attendance numbers released at 
Clay County High School 

Pictured are Ms. Vaillancourt’s students, Principal Leslie Goe, and Superintendent Dob-
bins.

Mr. Krajeski’s students and aides are pictured with Superintendent Dobbins.



2 - The Clay County Free Press, Thursday, February 13, 2024 	  	   			      					                                                                                                         Thursday, February 13, 2024 The Clay County Free Press - 3

CLAY COUNTY

Puzzle Answers

nicholas COUNTYBraxton Cty.

The Clay County Middle School afterschool program 
is still seeking donated sewing machines. If you have 
a working portable sewing machine that you no longer 
need and would like to donate to a beginning sewist, 
please drop it off at the Clay County Library earmarked 
for the CCMS sewing class. The manual would be great 
to have with the machine. Please, include your contact 
information. In the case that the class is too small for 
the number of machines that may be donated, leave a 
note saying what you want done with it. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main 
Street in Clay is open to serve the public every Monday 
and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4

Frederick Wilbert Scott
Booked 2/4/25

Family court Capias

Terrance Lee Webster
Booked 2/4/25

Family court capias

nicholas COUNTY

Jimmy Lee Sandy I
Booked 2/9/25

Domestic battery

Eric James Dobbins
Booked 2/7/25

Receiving/transferring stolen 
vehicle

Noah Chase Pringle
Booked 2/4/25

Domestic battery

Todd Jeffrey Ullum Jr.
Booked 2/8/25

Obstructing an officer

Ralph Robert Kimlin IV
Booked 2/6/25

Capias

Michael Joseph Neal
Booked 2/5/25

Domestic battery third of-
fense

SAVE $160
12 TOP WINES + BONUS GIFTS

Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip137
or call 1.877.283.6687 and mention code AGJF002
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia has 
released a new educational video designed to outline 
and explain the process followed in child abuse and 
neglect cases.

Like the process itself, the video emphasizes the 
need to protect children and provide them with a safe 
environment while also providing parents informa-
tion about how to work toward a potential goal of re-
unifying their families if possible.

“Child abuse and neglect cases are the most criti-
cal and important cases we deal with in the legal sys-
tem,” said Chief Justice Bill Wooton. “They can also 
be the most complex and emotionally fraught cases as 
well, so it is important to clearly explain and educate 
people about this important process and the goals it is 
designed to achieve.”

The video explains step-by-step what happens 
when a parent is charged with child abuse and ne-
glect. It emphasizes the need to protect children and 
provide them with a safe environment, while also ex-
plaining the processes in place that can allow a parent 
to regain custody of their child, provided they dem-
onstrate they are no longer a risk and accomplish the 
benchmarks that are set for them.

The video was produced over the past year us-
ing grant funds provided by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services.

“Protecting children is the highest priority of our 
court system,” said Supreme Court Justice Tim Arm-
stead, who was serving as the Court’s chief justice 
during much of the video’s production.

“We know that – if they are safe – children are hap-
piest growing up in their own homes,” Justice Arm-

stead said. “Unfortunately, there are many cases, such 
as those involving physical or sexual abuse, where 
that is not possible. But for those cases in which it 
may be possible to reunify families, this video will 
serve as a tool to help educate people about this pro-
cess and emphasize the importance of every step in-
volved in it.”

The video is available online here:  https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=w6sQov7rF1U. 

“This video will provide an excellent resource for 
parents in assisting them to navigate the abuse and 
neglect process, and it will ultimately support more 
positive outcomes for our state’s children, which 
is the primary goal of the Court Improvement Pro-
gram,” said former  Twenty-Second Judicial Circuit 
(Hampshire, Hardy, and Pendleton Counties) Circuit 
Judge C. Carter Williams, who was chairman of the 
Court Improvement Program (CIP) during the video’s 
production.

The CIP oversees federal grants to improve the 
safety, timely permanency, and well-being of children 
and to protect due process for families in child abuse/
neglect and juvenile cases. The grants are from the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Ad-
ministration for Children and Families.

There were 5,286 child abuse and neglect cases 
filed in circuit courts in 2023, about 13 percent of 
the total case filings that year. At the Supreme Court, 
there were 251 abuse and neglect appeals filed in 
2023, slightly over 43 percent of the total filings.

As the number of abuse and neglect cases has risen, 
so has the need for foster homes. West Virginia had 
6,080 children in foster care as of Dec. 31, 2024, ac-
cording to the state Department of Human Services. If 
families can be safely reunited, there is less need for 
foster homes.

The video was produced by the Supreme Court 
Public Information Office. It is 100 percent funded 
through Grant Award No. 2301WVSCIP from the 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Ad-
ministration for Children and Families. The content 
of this video represents the collective professional 
judgment of the scriptwriters and should not be con-
sidered authoritative statements or interpretations of 
the law by the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Vir-
ginia.

With Valentine’s Day approaching, the U.S. Postal 
Service (USPS) and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
(USPIS) want consumers to be aware they may be tar-
geted for romance scams, a deceptive form of fraud that 
preys on individuals seeking companionship. These 
scams often start online but frequently escalate to re-
quests for money or valuables sent through the mail, 
leading to devastating financial and emotional losses for 
victims.

“Protecting the sanctity and integrity of the mail is our 
top priority,” said USPIS Chief Postal Inspector Gary 
Barksdale. “This includes protecting customers from 
mail-related crimes, including fraudulent schemes like 
romance scams. Public awareness is critical in stopping 
these criminals before they cause harm.”

How romance scams work:
-Scammers create fake identities, often using stolen 

photos and fictitious personal details.
-They cultivate online relationships over weeks or 

months, building trust through social media, dating 
apps, or email, and pledge their love early on.

-Once trust is established, they fabricate urgent finan-
cial needs – such as medical emergencies, travel expens-
es, or business problems – to solicit money.

-Victims are pressured into sending cash, checks, wire 
transfers, or gift cards, making recovery difficult once 
the fraud is detected.

How to protect yourself:
-Be cautious of online relationships that escalate 

quickly, especially if the individual avoids in-person 
meetings or video calls.

-Look for inconsistencies in the person’s profile and 
the information they share. Keep your personal informa-
tion private.

-Never send money, checks, gift cards, or personal 
finance information to someone you haven’t met in per-
son.

-Be suspicious of requests for secrecy or urgent finan-
cial help.

-If you think it’s a scam, cut off communication im-
mediately and report it.

For more information on romance scams visit  Ro-
mance Scam – United States Postal Inspection Service.

How USPS and USPIS are fighting fraud:
USPS and USPIS are ramping up public outreach ef-

forts to help Americans recognize and avoid mail fraud. 
In addition to proactive law enforcement measures, the 
Postal Service is spreading awareness through multiple 
channels to raise awareness, including:

Social media platforms – USPIS regularly shares pub-
lic service announcements and prevention messaging on 
several social media platforms.

Mail fraud prevention resources – Providing updated 
scam alerts, prevention tips, and reporting tools on Tips 
& Prevention – United States Postal Inspection Service.

Mailin’ It! podcast – Postal inspectors share true crime 
stories of real cases on the official USPS podcast, Mailin’ 
It! These episodes highlight real cases where fraudsters 
have used the mail to target victims, reinforcing the im-
portance of staying informed and vigilant.

Wanted Wednesdays – USPIS has a social media cam-
paign spotlighting wanted criminals involved in postal-
related crimes.

Fraud prevention webinars and public events – Postal 
Inspection Service personnel engage with communities 
through live and virtual events to educate the public on 
emerging scam tactics.

How to report mail fraud
If you are someone you know has been targeted by a 

romance scam involving the mail, report it to the U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service at  www.uspis.gov/report. 
Victims should also notify their local law enforcement 
agency and the Federal Trade Commission at  report-
fraud.ftc.gov.

USPS and U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
Warn Public About Romance Scams Ahead 

of Valentine’s Day
Fraudsters looking to exploit vulnerable people – here is how 

to protect yourself

New Educational Video Explains Abuse and 
Neglect Procedure
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FOLLOW
US ON 

By Dr. James L. Snyder
My father has been gone for 15 years. It hardly seems 

that long, but time goes by, and you can’t stop it.
One of my father’s “jokes” was, “Son, I’m so sick and 

tired of being sick and tired.” Then he would laugh, and 
I would, of course, join in with his laughter. Although I 
was laughing, I did not get the punch line.

I may be getting a little closer to understanding that 
joke, but believe me, I’m not laughing.

In the hospital recently, I thought about my dad’s 
“joke.” And believe me, I was sick and tired of being 
sick and tired of the hospital. I think I was there for four 
days and four nights, but I can’t be too sure.

One thing I learned during my time in the hospital was 
how important nurses and the nursing staff are. Every-
thing I needed was at their disposal, and all I had to do 
was ask—and sometimes, I didn’t even have to ask.

I had about six nurses in my room daily, including 
nursing staff and technical nurses. They were cheerful 
and encouraging, and I enjoyed getting to know them.

I was, however, very anxious to leave the hospital and 
go home. I didn’t have anything against the hospital staff; 
I just wanted to go home. I was sick and tired of being 
sick and tired in the hospital.

Every morning, I would ask one of the staff if I was go-
ing home today. It was the first thing on my mind when I 
woke up. Is today the day?

The staff always replied, “No, I don’t believe you’ll be 
going home today. Maybe tomorrow.”

Well, everybody knows that tomorrow never comes. 
And I was sorry to hang around in this atmosphere much 
longer.

Every day, I had nurses coming in with their favorite 
instrument, the needle, to give me my shots for the day. 
I’m not sure I counted right, but I think I had at least 10 
shots daily. Even now, my stomach is still black from all 
of the needles poked in my stomach. I’m not sure what 
the needles in the stomach were for, but they were there.

Pain is something that is not one of my friends. I don’t 
like pain. Those needles in the hands of those nurses cre-
ated pain in this body of mine.

On the first day, when one of the nurses came in to give 
me my first needle shot, she said, “There’s no need to 
worry. This will not hurt in any way.” Then she smiled at 
me, a smile I’ll never forget until I’m in my coffin.

To this day, I do not know what she understood pain 
to be. But that very first needle shot in my stomach was 
painful, according to my definition of pain.

After I gasped most hurtful, the nurse said, “See, that 

didn’t hurt, did it?”
Since this nurse with the needle in hand was female, 

I responded to her as I would to my wife. I smiled and 
said, “I didn’t feel a thing.” She smiled back at me most 
wonderfully.

That was just the beginning.
Every time the nurse came into my room, I froze in 

expectation of pain. I tried to hide behind a pseudo-smile 
so the nurse would think I wasn’t in pain.

After the third day of being stuck with needle after 
needle after needle, I leaned back in my bed and thought 
a lot about those needles. Then, a thought came to my 
mind. What that nurse held in her hand as she entered my 
room was “A Needle Named Miss Ouch.”

Every time I looked at Miss Ouch, my body froze in 
expectation of pain.

Those needles were causing me a lot of pain, and I 
wanted to do something to get rid of every needle in the 
hospital. It was those needles causing me pain.

Every time I got a needle shot in my stomach, the 
nurse always looked at me, smiled, and said, “This isn’t 
going to hurt.”

Of course, it’s not going to hurt her. Doesn’t she under-
stand that the hurt is on my side of the needle, not hers?

As I was recovering from the last shot from Miss 
Ouch, I began to rethink this whole matter. Was it really 
that needle causing me pain? I thought about that for a 
while.

Then, my thinking went in the direction of the nurse. 
Would the needle pierce my stomach if it was not for the 
nurse? The pain is not a result of the needle but rather a 
result of the nurse. She is the source of my pain.

That caused me to think a little bit. Because the nurse 
was in control of the needle, it could be more or less 
painful, and I tried to make sure that it was going to be 
less painful. I tried to smile cheerfully at my nurse and 
not let her know I was in pain. I did not want to upset her 
because an upset nurse can cause more pain through the 
needle.

Resting in my bed a verse of scripture came to mind. 
James 1:2-3, “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of 
your faith worketh patience.”

With the needle came pain, but also, the medicine I 
need. Through pain comes my medical solution.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.com

Slim Randles
They are getting ready now, wondering if the race 

will bring prize money, glory to their dogs, or just 
some quiet laughter from the other mushers.

The Iditarod Trail.
It has come to mean “The Trail” to dog mushers 

and kennel owners all over the state of Alaska and in 
a lot of other places.

There are other long distance dogsled races now. 
We know that. But the Iditarod started all that “long, 
cold camping trip” stuff. And I was lucky to be a part 
of that very first Iditarod in March of 1973.

Strangely enough, each musher has a list of life-
saving equipment and food on that sled. Unfortu-
nately, when they check a musher’s lungs and heart, 
they forget to test the brain. The race would prob-
ably be run quicker and more efficiently, but it un-
doubtedly wouldn’t be as much fun.

In my closet, hanging on a hook where it’s been for 
more than half a century, is a handmade down parka 
covered with gold-colored heavy cloth. I wear it ev-
ery year on the first Saturday in March to remind me 
of the race and of a woman named Pam who made it 
for me. We lost Pam this last year, but she was the 
eyes and ears and ambulance dispatcher of the first 
few races. And she was my wife, then, too.

I was injured about 300 miles into this thousand-
mile race and was rescued by military helicopter. 
I started the race with seven dogs, as that was the 
minimum and then the minimum was changed to 
nine dogs.

So if you find yourself somewhere between An-
chorage and Nome and you see tired people and cold 
dogs with icicles hanging on them. Smile and say 
you send greetings from Seven-Dog Slim. Will you? 
Thanks.

- - - - - -
Brought to you by Slim’s book “Dogsled: A True 

Tale of the North” available on the internet and in 
bookstores everywhere.

By Joe Mazzella
When first one and then both of my sons were di-

agnosed with autism and mental handicaps I didn’t 
know the journey I was in for. It has been one that 
has had pain, frustration, worry, fear, anger, sadness, 
and despair. Yet, it has also been one that has had 
laughter, peace, learning, love, joy, and growth. I 
didn’t know then that my two sons were to become 
my greatest teachers in how to live and how to love.

My oldest son, JJ, has an innocent love that seems 
frozen in an eternal childhood. He smiles and greets 
everyone he meets. He makes beaded key chains and 
homemade Christmas cards to hand out to everyone 
he knows. He lives a life of such sweet, uncondition-
al love that I am always amazed by it. His younger 
brother, Casey, has a more severe form of autism. 
He doesn’t speak much and is lost in his own world 
most of the time. Yet, he also has a spontaneous joy 
that erupts at times. His laughter and smile can uplift 
my spirits and warm my heart on even the coldest 
and saddest day. I feel so blessed having both of my 
boys in my life. And I thank God everyday for them.

Mitch Albom wrote: “A child is both an anchor 
and a set of wings.” This is true for both of my sons. 
They anchor me in my daily work and responsibili-
ties caring for them and they also give my soul a set 
of wings that connects me to love, to joy, to Heaven, 
and to God. It isn’t always easy having two sons 
over 30 trapped mentally in an eternal childhood. 
But spiritually they help me each day to love more 
deeply, to give more freely, and to share more joy-
ously.

When you see a child or adult with special needs 
always remember that they are also special souls. 
They are a gift from God and we can learn so much 
from them. May we all one day love as freely, as 
happily, and as joyously as they do.

An Innocent 
Love And A 

Spontaneous Joy

A Needle Named Miss Ouch

Home Country

John G. Hubbard, DDS, PLLC
John G. Hubbard, DDS • R. Brooks Legg, Jr., DDS

We love kids!

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry • Extractions 
• Oral Cancer Examinations • Porcelain Veneers/Crowns/Bridges 

• Root Canal Therapy • Implants/Implant retained Dentures & Crowns
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Bleaching

SERVICES:

HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8 am - 4 pm

63 Carr Street • Clay, WV 25043
304-587-4232 • johnghubbarddds@gmail.com

“We Treat Others As We LIke To Be Treated Ourselves.” – Matthew 7:12

Preferred providers for Mountain State 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Delta Dental, 
MetLife, United Concordia, 4 Most, 

CHIPS, WV Pre-employment Program,
Adults & Child Medicaid. 

DISCOUNTS:
Veterans 10% • Senior Citizens 

10% • Private Pay Patients 
With No Dental Insurance 10%

We have over 100,000 
pediatric visits

(children 12 and under)

Honor graduates of West Virginia University School of Dentistry
Over 60 Years Combined Clinical Experience

State Treasurer Larry Pack today celebrated the 
7th anniversary of WVABLE – a savings program of-
fered by the State Treasurer’s Office that provides indi-
viduals with disabilities the opportunity to save and in-
vest without jeopardizing needs-based public benefits.

“Over the last seven years, my Office’s WVABLE 
Savings Program has helped empower hundreds of 
West Virginians with disabilities to become more finan-
cially independent,” Treasurer Pack said. “I’m proud 
West Virginia was one of the first states to launch this 
program that has removed barriers for individuals with 
disabilities and their families to save for their future.”

In 2014, Congress passed a piece of legislation called 
The Stephen Beck, Jr. Achieving a Better Life Expe-
rience Act –  the ABLE Act. This legislation enabled 
state-run savings plans, which are modeled after 529 
savings plans, to allow eligible individuals to save and 
invest money without harming their ability to receive 
public benefits.

Prior to the passage of the ABLE Act, individuals 
with a disability were not permitted to save more than 
$2,000 without being at risk of losing federal needs-
based benefits, such as Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) and Medicaid.

On February 9, 2018, the West Virginia State Treasur-
er’s Office launched WVABLE by partnering with the 
Ohio Treasurer’s Office STABLE savings program, a 
national ABLE plan, to make STABLE accounts avail-
able to residents of West Virginia.

According to the National Association of State Trea-
surers, there are currently 46 states and DC that have 
launched ABLE programs.

Since the program’s inception,  WVABLE  account-
holders and their families have saved over $9.7 million. 
The average WVABLE account balance is more than 
$9,500, which is nearly five times the amount individu-
als with a disability were permitted to save before the 
program was established.

“WVABLE is honored to provide a pathway for West 
Virginians with a disability to finally be able to plan and 

save for a brighter financial future and a life of greater 
independence,” WVABLE Program Director Roxanne 
Clay said. “The beauty of WVABLE accounts is their 
flexibility in how individuals with a disability and their 
families use the accounts as well as the savings poten-
tial for every accountholder. Bottom line, every accoun-
tholder’s circumstances and goals differ, and WVABLE 
accounts enable each individual and their family to fi-
nally be able to set and achieve their savings and invest-
ments goals without the fear of losing public benefits 
that are critical to their health and wellbeing.”

During 2024, WVABLE’s assets under management 
increased by nearly 34 percent.

Treasurer Pack is excited to support the ABLE Age 
Adjustment Act when it takes effect in 2026. The new 
law will raise the age limit for the onset of a disability 
from before 26 to before 46. It is estimated this will 
increase the number of those eligible for an ABLE ac-
count by 6.5 million nationwide, including one million 
veterans.

“Tens of thousands of West Virginians will benefit 
from this move, including our state’s veterans who de-
veloped a disability later in life,” Treasurer Pack said. 
“The ABLE Age Adjustment Act will allow them to 
start saving with a WVABLE account.”

If you are a resident of West Virginia who developed 
a disability or blindness before the age of 26 and are eli-
gible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social 
Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefits, or have a 
signed Diagnosis Form from a licensed physician, you 
can open a STABLE account through WVABLE. 

To learn more about eligibility, take WVABLE’s eli-
gibility quiz at: www.wvable.com/eligibility.

The WVABLE program conducts monthly webinars, 
presented by Program Director Roxanne Clay, that are 
open to the public for West Virginians to learn about 
the critical benefits of opening a WVABLE savings ac-
count.

For more information about WVABLE, or to sign up 
for an account, visit www.wvtreasury.gov/WVABLE.

Treasurer Pack celebrates 7th anniversary 
of WVABLE Savings Program
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Puzzle Answers Page 2

Feb. 12, 1867: Barbo-
ursville was incorporated 
by an act of the state 
legislature. Originally 
the county seat of Cabell 
County, it lost that honor 
after the C&O Railway 
was completed to Hun-
tington.

Feb. 12, 1899: Karl 
Dewey Myers was born 
in Tucker County with se-
vere disabilities. He never 
attended school but edu-
cated himself through per-
sistent self-study. He was 
named the state’s first poet 
laureate in 1927.

Feb. 13, 1800: Gen. 
John Jay Jackson was 
born near Parkersburg. 
He served in the Seminole 
Wars as a member of Gen. 
Andrew Jackson’s staff.

Feb. 13, 1913. Labor 
leader Mother Jones was 
arrested in Charleston af-
ter supporting union min-
ers on Paint Creek and 
Cabin Creek.  

Feb. 13, 1923: Chuck 
Yeager was born at Myra, 
about seven miles from 
Hamlin. In 1947, in a 
Bell X-1 rocket airplane 
dropped from a B-29 
bomber, Yeager became 
the first person to break 
the sound barrier by flying 
700 miles per hour.

Feb. 13, 1977: Foot-

ball wide receiver Randy 
Moss was born in Rand, 
Kanawha County. After 
two All-American seasons 
at Marshall University, he 
went on to a hall of fame 
career in the National 
Football League.

Feb. 14, 1866: Grant 
County was created and 
named for Gen. Ulysses 
S. Grant, who later be-
came the nation’s 18th 
president.

Feb. 15, 1898: Musi-
cian John Homer “Uncle 
Homer” Walker was born 
in Mercer County. Among 
the last in a tradition of 
Black Appalachian banjo 
players, he played the 
five-string banjo in the 
clawhammer style.

Feb. 15, 1930: Sara 
Jane Moore was born in 
Charleston. On Sept. 22, 
1975, Moore attempted to 
assassinate President Ger-
ald Ford in San Francisco.

Feb. 15, 1975: Eliza-
beth Kee, the state’s first 
female member of Con-
gress, died in Bluefield. 
Kee was elected to Con-
gress in 1951 after the 
death of her husband, 
John. She retired in 1965 
and was succeeded by her 
son, James.

Feb. 16, 1821: Mor-
ris Harvey was born near 
Prosperity in Raleigh 
County. Harvey’s gifts to 
the Barboursville Semi-
nary led to its name being 
changed to Morris Harvey 
College in 1901. The in-
stitution is now known as 
the University of Charles-
ton.

Feb. 16, 1917: The leg-
islature established the 
West Virginia State Col-

ored Tuberculosis Sanitar-
ium for the care of Black 
TB patients. It was built 
at Denmar in Pocahontas 
County.

Feb. 16, 1951: Second 
Lieutenant Darwin Keith 
Kyle of Boone County 
died during an intense ex-
change against Chinese 
forces in Korea. He was 
awarded the Medal of 
Honor.

Feb. 17, 1735: Morgan 
Morgan of present-day 
Berkeley County was 
commissioned a captain 
of militia in the 201st Field 
Artillery, which is consid-
ered the oldest military 
unit in the United States.

Feb. 17, 1930: Tun-
ney Hunsaker was born 

in Kentucky and later be-
came Fayetteville’s long-
time chief of police. He 
was also a boxer and, in 
1960, lost to a young Mu-
hammad Ali (then known 
as Cassius Clay) in Ali’s 
first professional bout.

Feb. 18, 1843: Ritchie 
County was created from 
portions of Wood, Lewis, 
and Harrison counties. 
The county was named 
for Virginia journalist 
and politician Thomas 
Ritchie.

Feb. 18, 1890: Elli-
son Mounts, a cousin to 
the Hatfield family, was 
hanged for murder, ending 
the Hatfield-McCoy Feud.

Feb. 18, 1969: Hun-
dreds of miners in Raleigh 
County went on strike 
over the issue of black 
lung. Within days, the 
walkout spread through-
out southern West Vir-
ginia.
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April 1958

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 

IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 

to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators 
— the most powerful home standby 
generators available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty — 7 years 
($849 value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-
609-1433.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today!

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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Legal 2 col x 5-3/4”
0206 0213

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, February 6, 2025
Claim Deadline: Monday, April 7, 2025
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/13/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  ANNA MARLENE POTASNIK
 EXECUTRIX  REBECCA ANN PROCTOR
  3606 BELLE VISTA DRIVE EAST
  ST. PETE BEACH FL 33706-2625
APPOINTMENT DATE 01/17/2025
 ESTATE NAME: RANDY ALLEN RAMSEY
 CO EXECUTRIX BETTY JO RAMSEY
  7102 IVYDALE RD
  CLAY WV 25043-7064
APPOINTMENT DATE 12/10/2024
 ESTATE NAME: VERNAL B TAYLOR
 CO EXECUTRIX LAVERN URSULA TAYLOR
  315 JESSE REEDY RD
  BICKMORE WV 25019-9669
 CO EXECUTRIX JO ANNETTE CARVER
  7348 CLAY HIGHWAY
  BICKMORE WV 25019-9652
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 01/31/2025
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay, WV 25043-0190

legal 2 col x 6”
0213

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 24-0895-PWD-30B
GAULEY RIVER PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT

Rule 30B application to pass through increased costs of purchased 
water from Kanawha Falls Public Service District to Gauley River
Public Service District’s customers.

NOTICE OF HEARING
NOTICE is hereby given that Gauley River Public Service District 

(District), a public utility, filed a request to pass through increased 
purchased water costs from the Kanawha Falls Public Service District 
(Kanawha Falls) to the District’s customers. The Commission approved 
a rate increase for Kanawha Falls for all service rendered on and after 
December 24, 2024 in Case No. 24-0566-PWD-19A. Kanawha Falls 
has an approved resale rate of $5.33 per thousand gallons, reflecting an 
increase of $0.50 per thousand gallons, or 10.35% from the prior resale 
rate of $4.83 per thousand gallons.

Commission Staff reviewed the District’s application and recom-
mended that the Commission approve Staff Recommended Rates effec-
tive on an interim basis for all service rendered on and after February 5, 
2025. By Order issued February 5, 2025, the Commission approved the 
Staff Recommended Rates on an interim basis, that increased rates by 
$0.48 per thousand gallons metered water usage. The Commission also 
approved the Staff proposed leak adjustment rate of $9.70 per thousand 
gallons of metered water usage.

The average monthly bill increase will be changed as follows over 
current rates under:

  $ Increase % Increase
 Residential $1.34 2.18% 
 Commercial $0.91 1.48% 
 Industrial $7.92 2.55% 
 Public authorities $135.70 2.91% 
 Wilderness PSD $169.58 7.16% 
The 30B procedure is designed to provide for a change in rates and 

charges in order to produce additional revenue sufficient, but no more 
than sufficient, to offset the increased cost for water purchased by the 
utility. Consequently, protest should be limited to the reasonableness 
of the cost offset and the method by which it is calculated. Anyone de-
siring to protest or intervene should file a written protest or notice of 
intervention within twenty (20) days following the date of this publica-
tion unless otherwise modified by Commission order. Failure to timely 
intervene can affect your rights to protest any rate increases and to par-
ticipate in future proceedings. Requests to intervene must comply with 
the Commission’s rules on intervention. All protests and interventions 
should be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Com-
mission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, WV 25323.

GAULEY RIVER PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT

www.cmiwv.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

    
  
   
    
              
  
                                                                                    

                                                                                   
                                                                                                  
 
 
 
  
                              
  
  
  
  
 
 
   
     
       
             
   
        
                                                               
   
                                                                                                            
  
  
                                           
                                                                  
                                                                                    
 
  
 
   
  
 
 
  
 
    
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
   
 
  

 
FVP BATTERIES! 

BETTER WARRANTY AND LOWER CHECK OUT NEW LINE OF PRICES! 
24FHD-$59.99 

26R-$48.99 

M27-1000ST-$78.99 

34-$56.99 

P48HD-$93.99 

65-$61.99 

78DTSD-$60.99 

96R-$70.99 

Lawn & Garden 

U1L-340V-$40.99 

U1R-300V-$35.99 

ATV 

STARTING AT $44.99-$99.99 

 
 

ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 
 
 

 
➢  
➢  
➢  

 
➢ Tubes of Grease-$4.99 
➢ Hydraulic Oil-1 Gal-$18.99-5 Gal-$74.99-$79.99 
➢ Gear Oil-$8.99-$18.99. 
➢ Fuel Treatment-$2.79-$3.99.                                                                        
➢ Seafoam-$8.99 
➢ Carb & Choke Cleaner-$5.99 
➢ Brake Cleaner-$4.99. 
➢ Oil 5Qt $29.99-$37.99 Up to $5 Off when pay with cash! 
➢ Oil 1 Qt $5.99- $8.99 Up to A $1 off with cash! 
➢ Transmission Fluid-$5.99-$8.99 a Qt. 
➢ AW 32 or 46 Hydraulic Oil-5 Gallon-$59.99 - $68.99. 
➢ 5 qt Mastercraft 5w20 & 5w30 syn blend-$34.99-$38.99 
➢ Stihl Mixing Oil-One Gallon Mix-reg $3.29 Synthetic Mix -$5.99. 
➢ 5Qt Parts Master 5w20 or 5w30-$27.99 

Synthetic Blend-$29.99, Full Synthetic-$35.99 
➢ Bar & chain oil-Gallon-$14.99 
➢ Large selection of Wiper Blades-Price starting at-$10.99-$13.99 
➢ All fluids needed for your car at great prices. 
➢ CALL US FOR BEST PRICES ON CAR PARTS! 

                                                         
Call us for best prices on parts for your car! 

Most parts are in stock or next day! 
We have replacement parts available for your lawn mower 

And chain saws! 
 

 
 
                                

 
 

 
 

   CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
2018 Ford F-150-V6, Eco Boost, Super Cab, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue              $19,999.00 
2018 Ford F-150-Super Crew Cab, Auto, 4WD, V8, A/C, Tilt & Cruise                        $18,999.00 
2016 Chevy Silverado 2500HD-Auto, V8, 4WD, Crew Cab, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White$14,999.00 
2016 Chevy Cruze-Turbo, A/C, Cruise & Power Windows, Black                                 $9,999.00 
2016 Chevy Cruze-Auto, Turbo, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                                            $3,499.00 
2015 Ford Taurus Sho-AWD, A/C, Tilt, Cruise & Many More Options, Black     $9,999.00 
2015 Ford Focus-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White                   $8,999.00 
2015 Subaru XV Crosstrek- AWD, Tilt & Cruise, Silver        $8,999.00  
2015 Chevy Spark-5 Speed Manual, A/C & Power Windows, Silver       $4,999.00 
2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, Many Options Including A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue     $8,999.00 
2014 Nissan Sentra-A/C, Tilt, Power Windows & Doors, Gray                                      $7,999.00 
2014 Hyundai Tucson-AWD, Auto, Many Options, Black       $3,999.00 
2013 Ram 1500-V8, Quad Cab, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White     $14,999.00 
2013 Toyota Tacoma-Auto, Double Cab, 4WD, A/C & Tilt, Red                                   $12,999.00 
2013 Toyota Prius-Auto, Hybrid, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver        $9,999.00 
2012 Ford Fiesta-Hatchback, 5 Speed Manual, A/C & Tilt, Black                                 $4,999.00 
2011Toyota Corolla-Auto, Base Model A/C & Tilt, Blue                   $5,499.00 
2007 Ford Ranger-Auto, V6, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black        $8,999.00 
2004 Subaru Legacy-35th Anniversary Edition, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver           $4,999.00 
2002 Jeep Wrangler-5 speed manual, removable soft top, Blue      $6,999.00 

304-286-4671 or 304-286-3802 

 

 
 
     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

2002 Jeep Wrangle 

 

2018 Ford F-150 

 

2018 Ford F-150 

 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

 
 
 
 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
VEHICLE TIRE 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 205-55-16 HR $84.99 
THUNDERER MACH 1 PLUS 205-55-16 HR $79.99 

MASTERCRAFT SRT 205-60-16 HR $94.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 205-70-16 HR $119.99 
HANKOOK KENERGY PT 205-70-16 HR$124.99 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 215-60-16 TR $94.99 
IRONMAN MOVE PT HR 216-60-16 $84.99 

MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS HR 215-70-16 $119.99 
IRONMAN MOVE GEN 2 AS 225-60-16 HR $89.99 

HANKOOK KENERGY PT 225-60-16 TR $129.99 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 265-75-16 TR $149.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-60-17 TR $135.99 
MASTERCRAFT SRT 225-65-17 TR $124.99 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-65-17 TR $124.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 235-55-17 HR $135.99 

LINGLONG CROSSWIND AT 265-70-17 TR $139.99 
TRAIL GUIDE AT 265-70-17 TR $124.99 

MULTI MILE TOUR CSX 245-60-18 TR $159.99 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST 265-65-18 TR $199.99 

MASTERCRAFT TRAIL AT 275-60-20 TR $199.99 
 

TRAILER TIRES 
TRAILER KING-205-75-15 8 PR $69.99 

TRAILER KING-225-75-15 10 PR $85.99 
ATV TIRES 

CARLISLE 489 25-8-12 4 PR $109.99 
CARLISLE 489 25-10-12 4 PR $114.99 

CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-8-12 6 PR $119.99 
CARLISLE VERSA TRAIL 25-10-12 6 PR $129.99 

 
ALL PRICES ARE CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE MOUNT & BALANCE 
FREE TIRE ROTATION DOWN TO 2/32 TREAD 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH AVAILIBILTY 
WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETETERS PRICE ON SAME TIRE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

FEATURE VEHICLE 
 

 
 

2016 CHEVY SILVERADO 
2500HD 

 
 

  6-speed automatic transmission, V8, 4WD,  
work truck  crew cab ,tilt steering, air 

conditioning, interval wipers, cruise control, 
vinyl interior , steel  wheels, power door 

locks and windows 
 

                   $14,999.00 
 
 
 

Great in-store deals! 
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, February 6, 2025
Claim Deadline: Monday, April 7, 2025
 APPOINTMENT DATE  11/13/2024
 ESTATE NAME:  ANNA MARLENE POTASNIK
 EXECUTRIX  REBECCA ANN PROCTOR
  3606 BELLE VISTA DRIVE EAST
  ST. PETE BEACH FL 33706-2625
APPOINTMENT DATE 01/17/2025
 ESTATE NAME: RANDY ALLEN RAMSEY
 CO EXECUTRIX BETTY JO RAMSEY
  7102 IVYDALE RD
  CLAY WV 25043-7064
APPOINTMENT DATE 12/10/2024
 ESTATE NAME: VERNAL B TAYLOR
 CO EXECUTRIX LAVERN URSULA TAYLOR
  315 JESSE REEDY RD
  BICKMORE WV 25019-9669
 CO EXECUTRIX JO ANNETTE CARVER
  7348 CLAY HIGHWAY
  BICKMORE WV 25019-9652
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 01/31/2025
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay, WV 25043-0190

Legal 3 col x 4”
0206 0213

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 

Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia until February 27, 2025 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
003  2022810004 S381-REC/AL-25 00 STBG-2025(002)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
     D-1 RECALL STRIPING 2025
     DISTRICT WIDE
     COUNTY: BOONE, CLAY,
     KANAWHA, MASON, PUTNAM
DBE GOAL: 8 % OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN 
  ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:
Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 

Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ licence is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. All bidders holding valid bidding proposals 
will be notified of such deferment, delay or postponement and the date that proposals will be received and 
publicly opened.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it 
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business 
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

PERSONAL ATTENDANTS (CAREGIVERS) 
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY IN CLAY COUNTY 
Newly revised salary schedule based on 
experience and certifications, weekend dif-
ferential of $2.00 more per hour; 32 hours 
of paid holidays (Memorial Day, Labor 
Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas), $2.00 
more per hour on other minor holidays 
worked (July 4th and New Year’s Day); 
sub bonuses of $300.00 per quarter, paid 
training, and free CPR. Pre-employment 
Drug Screening and CIB required.  

FOR AN APPLICATION,
Call today, 304-765-3668, 

stop by at our Sutton Office, 
101 2nd Street, Suite 201, 

or 
apply online at www.centralwvaging.org

We have one of the most competitive salaries/
benefit plans in the in-home industry.

EOE/EAA Employer

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS  
FOR CAREGIVERS

legal 2 col x 6”
0213

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 24-0895-PWD-30B
GAULEY RIVER PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT

Rule 30B application to pass through increased costs of purchased 
water from Kanawha Falls Public Service District to Gauley River
Public Service District’s customers.

NOTICE OF HEARING
NOTICE is hereby given that Gauley River Public Service District 

(District), a public utility, filed a request to pass through increased 
purchased water costs from the Kanawha Falls Public Service District 
(Kanawha Falls) to the District’s customers. The Commission approved 
a rate increase for Kanawha Falls for all service rendered on and after 
December 24, 2024 in Case No. 24-0566-PWD-19A. Kanawha Falls 
has an approved resale rate of $5.33 per thousand gallons, reflecting an 
increase of $0.50 per thousand gallons, or 10.35% from the prior resale 
rate of $4.83 per thousand gallons.

Commission Staff reviewed the District’s application and recom-
mended that the Commission approve Staff Recommended Rates effec-
tive on an interim basis for all service rendered on and after February 5, 
2025. By Order issued February 5, 2025, the Commission approved the 
Staff Recommended Rates on an interim basis, that increased rates by 
$0.48 per thousand gallons metered water usage. The Commission also 
approved the Staff proposed leak adjustment rate of $9.70 per thousand 
gallons of metered water usage.

The average monthly bill increase will be changed as follows over 
current rates under:

  $ Increase % Increase
 Residential $1.34 2.18% 
 Commercial $0.91 1.48% 
 Industrial $7.92 2.55% 
 Public authorities $135.70 2.91% 
 Wilderness PSD $169.58 7.16% 
The 30B procedure is designed to provide for a change in rates and 

charges in order to produce additional revenue sufficient, but no more 
than sufficient, to offset the increased cost for water purchased by the 
utility. Consequently, protest should be limited to the reasonableness 
of the cost offset and the method by which it is calculated. Anyone de-
siring to protest or intervene should file a written protest or notice of 
intervention within twenty (20) days following the date of this publica-
tion unless otherwise modified by Commission order. Failure to timely 
intervene can affect your rights to protest any rate increases and to par-
ticipate in future proceedings. Requests to intervene must comply with 
the Commission’s rules on intervention. All protests and interventions 
should be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Com-
mission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, WV 25323.

GAULEY RIVER PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SERVICE. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
16 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
16 Times in a Row.”

855-615-6411

BIG WIRELESS 
COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG 
WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

Plans start at $20/Month.

©  2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Up to half the cost savings 
based on Consumer Cellular’s single-line, 1, 5 and 10GB data plans with unlimited talk and text 
compared to T-Mobile and Verizon’s lowest cost, single-line post-paid unlimited talk, text and data 
plans, January 2024. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and 
other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all 
areas and is subject to system limitations.

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN

GUARANTEED
Life Insurance

up to $20,000.00
Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from 
Physicians Life Insurance Company

Cash to help pay your funeral, 
medical bills or other fi nal expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions

• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 6236

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

 Plus — you’ll 
also get a FREE
Final Wishes 
Planner just 
for calling!

The West Virginia Department of Agriculture 
(WVDA) has achieved a major legal victory for farmers 
and beekeepers across the state. In November 2024, the 
WVDA intervened in the Kanawha County Circuit Court 
case Alex Urban v. City of South Charleston to defend 
the rights of West Virginians to engage in agricultural 
practices, including beekeeping. This effort was part of 
the department’s commitment to protecting the right to 
farm and upholding the West Virginia Apiary Act.

Mr. Urban had previously petitioned the City of 
South Charleston for a permit to keep honeybees on his 
property, a request that was denied. Following his peti-
tion, the city enacted an ordinance prohibiting residents 
from keeping domesticated animals, including bees. In 
response, Mr. Urban filed suit against the city, and the 
WVDA intervened to protect its regulatory authority 
over honeybees.

The WVDA argued that the City of South Charleston 
exceeded its legal authority by attempting to regulate 
honeybees, a responsibility designated exclusively to 
the state under the West Virginia Apiary Act (§19-13-1 

et seq.). Furthermore, the ordinance directly challenged 
the agency’s jurisdiction under the West Virginia Right 
to Farm Law (§19-19-1 et seq.), which safeguards the 
rights of farmers and beekeepers statewide. The Court 
ultimately ruled in favor of the WVDA, affirming that 
regulatory authority over beekeeping rests solely with 
the department.

“This decision reaffirms the WVDA’s role in regulat-
ing honeybees and ensures that West Virginians retain 
their right to farm,” said Commissioner of Agriculture 
Kent Leonhardt. “Beekeeping is a crucial component 
of agriculture and environmental sustainability, and we 
are committed to protecting those who contribute to our 
state’s food systems.”

As a result of the case, beekeepers statewide can have 
reassurance they can continue to operate and contribute 
to local agriculture.

“The WVDA’s legal team and staff worked tireless-
ly on this case,” said Commissioner Leonhardt. “We 
worked diligently to ensure that the law remains clear 
and fair for all West Virginia farmers and beekeepers.”

WVDA secures legal victory in beekeeping case

While meeting with members of the  West Virgin-
ia Press Association (WVPA) at their annual “Legislative 
Look-Ahead Conference” held in Charleston, Secretary 
of State Kris Warner announced the 2025 legislative ini-
tiatives for the Secretary of State’s Office (WVSOS).

Secretary Warner took office as West Virginia’s 31st 
Secretary of State on January 13 after serving four years 
as the Executive Director of the WV Economic Devel-
opment Authority  (WVEDA). Prior to his time at the 
WVEDA, he was appointed by President Donald Trump 
to serve as the West Virginia  State Director for USDA 
Rural Development.

The WVPA’s conference was held at the WV Culture 
Center at the State Capitol. Secretary Warner partici-
pated in a panel discussion with other statewide elected 
officials,  using the opportunity to outline his priorities 
for the 2025 legislative session that begins on February 
12. Those priorities include:

-Keeping voter rolls clean and as up-to-date as pos-
sible;

-Strengthening Voter ID requirements by removing 
non-photo documents, such as utility bills and bank state-
ments, as acceptable forms of identification;

-Increasing transparency in “dark money” campaign 
finance activities;

-Enhancing penalties for failure to file campaign fi-
nance reports on time;

-Streamlining the election complaint process;
-Clarifying voter registration eligibility for individuals 

with a diminished mental capacity;
-Prohibiting ranked-choice voting in all elections;
-Clarifying who is allowed in polling places during the 

voting period; and
-Allowing the WVSOS to purchase critical election in-

frastructure without the red tape.
“It is an honor for me to serve as the state’s chief elec-

tions officer in a state that has prioritized election integ-
rity in every county,” Secretary Warner said. “I will con-
tinue working with our county clerks and with the West 
Virginia  legislature to ensure that every eligible citizen 
has the right to register to vote and to cast a ballot.”

Warner, a successful entrepreneur and small business 
owner for more than 30 years, also emphasized his com-
mitment  to improving West Virginia’s business climate 
to support entrepreneurs and startups throughout the state.

“I will work with the Legislature to expand access to in-
formation, resources, and opportunities for entrepreneurs 
and small business owners looking to start a business in 
West Virginia,” Warner said. “My goal is to expand the 
services available through the WV  One Stop Business 
Center to support small business success and encourage 
entrepreneurship in every local community.”

The  WVPA, founded in 1869,  is a nonprofit organi-
zation representing 79 newspapers across the state. The 
WVPA hosts  its  annual “Legislative  Look-Ahead Con-
ference” before the start of the legislative session to hear 
from lawmakers, statewide elected officials, and the gov-
ernor.

Secretary Warner announces the 2025 
Legislative Initiatives for the WV Secretary 

of State’s Office
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By Allen Hamrick
Saturday was the final hoorah for the 

Mustang wrestling program this season 
as they participated in the Mona Lisa 
of wrestling tournaments, the CWVAC 
Championship, held at Spencer Middle 
School.   The Mustangs have been in 
the hunt all season at tournaments held 
throughout the area and have only gotten 
better and better.  This tournament would 
pit all the finest middle school programs 
in the region and all those at the top of the 
food chain.   The Mustangs came in strong 
and were handing out tissues early as it 
was neither a place to ask for quarter nor a 
place to give it. 

It was a drama from start to finish, to 
say the least; the Mustangs held their own 
but were wrestlers down in the lineup so 
scoring team points would be a tough road 
to haul.  There was a race at the end for 
individual placement as three Mustangs 
wrestlers headed to the championship 

round.   The time for listening to coaches 
and fans was over; it was time to step into 
the circle to prove your grit - you either 
win or you don’t, it’s that simple. The 
Mustang team has always given the fans 
their money’s worth, and this tournament 
was no different.  In the end, the Mustangs 
placed seven wrestlers in the top 5:  Gabby 
Belt 3rd, Jason Belt 4th, Jacob Vance 4th, 
Cade Hamrick 2nd, Kaleb Keen 2nd, Levi 
Hamrick 4th and Gabe Metheney 2nd. 

This has been a great season for the 
Mustangs. With all the rough weather, 
they didn’t get in as much wrestling as 
normal but did themselves proud.   They 
are a powerhouse and always will be the 
ones to beat at wrestling meets.  History 
proves there have been more state cham-
pions produced on the wrestling mats than 
any other sport in Clay County, and many 
have went through the CCMS wrestling 
program.  Congratulations to the coaches 
and the wrestlers on a great season.

By Allen Hamrick
It was smack down time at CCMS as 

the Webster County Highlanders came to 
the Mustangs’ home turf wanting to clean 
house. From the beginning, it looked as 
though the Highlanders would run the 
courts and walk off winners running up 
a 12-7 lead in the 1st period.  The Mus-
tangs, however, had their own plans.  
They came out firing, kicked the game 
into turbo in the 2nd period and went on a 
17 point spree. They got back in the game 

with some great defense on the perimeter 
and in the paint.  It was scopes on, and 
at the end of the first half the score stood 
at 23-20 Mustangs.  After pep talks at the 
half, both teams come out gunning but 
were missing their marks with the High-
landers keeping a spitting distance from 
taking the lead.  The 4th quarter was just 
about the same way - full of action and 
the lead went back and forth.  In the end, 
it was the Mustangs over the Highlanders 
by two points.  The final score was Mus-

tangs 41, Highlanders 39.  The boys of 
CCMS will be back in action soon as the 
CWVAC tournament plays out February 
17-21.

It was also Homecoming night for the 
Mustangs, the time to crown the CCMS 
2025 Basketball Homecoming Queen.  All 
the princesses and their escorts lined up 
and were introduced to the cheering fans.  
Then it was time for the coronation of the 
queen. Vanessa Cleavenger, along with 
escort Jackson Stricker, strode in to the 

cheers of family and friends to be crowned 
2025 Basketball Homecoming Queen by 
Principal Leslie Goe.  She gracefully ac-
cepted her crown and will no doubt be 
a queen that represents the school well. 
Sixth grade princess was Denae Stricker 
with escort was Teagan Boggs.  Seventh 
grade princess was Aubree Keenan with 
escort Gunner Dobbins.  Eighth grade 
princess was Kennedy Adkins with escort 
Canaan Payton. Congratulations to Queen 
Cleavenger and her court.

By Allen Hamrick
To catch up on the Lady Mustangs’ sea-

son, they met their Waterloo once again as 
they battled the Lady Knights of Braxton 
for the second time this season.  In their first 
meeting this season, the Lady Knights took 
it to the Lady Mustangs and defeated them 
on Lady Mustang turf.  Call it voodoo, call 
it what you will, but every time these two 

teams meet, it promises to be a barn burner.  
This being their second meeting of regular 
season it promised to be a tough one.  The 
Lady Mustangs were playing catch-up most 
of the game, and at the end of the 2nd period, 
the lead was within five as the Lady Knights 
held a 14-19 lead.   

In the second half, the Lady Mustangs 
fought hard, but the wicked witch put a hex 

on the net and points were as hard to get as 
a thousand dollar bill in the 3rd period. The 
Lady Knights took a 10 point lead going into 
the fourth. The Lady Mustangs turned up the 
heat in the 4th putting 13 more points on the 
board, but it was too late as the Lady Knights 
once again beat the Lady Mustangs 38-31.   
The Lady Mustangs kept it close with some 
great shooting from Autumn Rapp who 

dropped twenty points in the game and led 
the Mustangs in scoring.   These two teams 
will meet again on Monday night in the start 
of the CWVAC tournament. Whoever wins 
here will continue in the tournament while a 
loss means the season is over.  So, if you get 
the opportunity to catch the game Monday 
night, you will see if the Lady Mustangs can 
pull off the win.

Gabby Belt with brutal cross face.

Mustang wrestling places 7 in the top 5 at CWVAC tournament

Cleavenger crowned 2025 CCMS Basketball Homecoming Queen

Canaan Payton with the two point jumper.John Paxton hits for two points. Jaxon Blankenship gets the block on the 
Highlanders.

Briar Dorsey gets two points the hard way.

Marissa Atha looking for an opening.

Lady Mustangs fall to the Lady Knights

Cade Hamrick getting the pin. Kaleb Keen setting up the pin.

Gabe Metheney with the pin.

Autumn Rapp hits 3 of her 20 points.


