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Mountaineer Food Bank announces its 
sponsorship of the federally funded Sum-
mer Food Service Program. Multiple-
day Parent Pick-Up Lunches are open 
to all children, ages 18 years and under, 
who would like to participate. During the 
weeks of summer school, parents have 
the option to have meals sent home with 
their child on the bus or pick up meals at 
both locations. 

Meals will be served at the follow-
ing sites on select dates and times: Clay 
High School and Clay Elementary Meals 
will be provided on the following dates:

-Monday, June 9: 7 days of lunches 
will be provided. Meals can be picked up 
at Clay High School from 1 to 3 p.m. 
only. This is a Pick up ONLY day.

-Monday, June 16: 7 days of lunches 
will be provided. Meals can be picked up 
at Clay High School from 1 to 3 p.m. 
only. This is also a Pick up ONLY day.

-Thursday, June 26: Meals for Fri-
day, Saturday, and Sunday lunches 
will be distributed. At Clay Elementary, 
meals will be sent home on the bus or 
available for pick up from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m. At Clay High School, meals will 
be sent home on the bus ONLY from 
1 to 3 p.m.

-Thursday, July 3: Friday through 
Sunday lunches will be provided. At 
Clay Elementary, distribution is from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m., either sent home on 
the bus or available for pick up. At Clay 
High School, meals are sent home on 
the bus ONLY from 1 to 3 p.m.

-Thursday, July 10: Friday through 
Sunday lunches will be available. Clay 
Elementary distribution will take place 
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m., either sent 
home on the bus or available for pick 
up. Clay High School will send meals 
home on the bus ONLY from 1 to 3 
p.m.

-Thursday, July 17: Friday through 
Sunday lunches will be provided. At 
Clay Elementary, meals will be sent 
home on the bus or available for pick up 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. At Clay High 
School, meals will be sent home on the 
bus ONLY from 1 to 3 p.m.

-Thursday, July 24: Meals for Friday 
through Sunday lunches will be distrib-
uted. At Clay Elementary, meals will 
be sent home on the bus or available for 
pick up from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. At Clay 
High School, meals will be sent home 
on the bus ONLY from 1 to 3 p.m.

-Thursday, July 31: Friday through 
Sunday lunches will be provided. At 
Clay Elementary, meals will be sent 
home on the bus or available for pick up 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. At Clay High 
School, meals will be sent home on the 
bus ONLY from 1 to 3 p.m.

A nutritious meal is important for 
children to learn, play and remain active 
during the summer months. Remember, 
Hunger Doesn’t Take a Summer Vaca-
tion! For more information about the 
Summer Food Service Program, please 
call Mountaineer Food Bank at 304-364-
5518.

Mountaineer Food Bank 
Partners with Clay County 
Schools to Provide Meals to 

Children During the Summer 

Biking along County Road 30. Photo Allen Hamrick

Summer fun is right 
around the corner

By Gary Lee Stuber
All three county commissioners: Da-

vid Schoolcraft, Duane Legg, and Presi-
dent Joyce Johnson were present for the 
final commission meeting for the month 
of April.  By all measures it should have 
been a short and eventless meeting as 
the agenda appeared to have only a half-
dozen items on it, and of these, most 
were routine business.  

The meeting started out with a joint 
statement from Sheriff Alan King and 
his tax collections department.  The 
Sheriff’s department will be $1,100 
under budget for the publication of de-
linquent taxes published in the paper of 
record as required by law.  Further, they 
will need an additional $1,300 to print 
tax statements for mailing. He asked the 
commission to please meet this need. 
They told him that presently, like most 
counties where coal severance income 
has dried up, they are struggling to meet 
present needs, including keeping utili-
ties paid on the county courthouse, but 
they would try to see what they can do.  

The Sheriff also told them he was con-
cerned about deputy pay.  None had re-
ceived pay increases in years, and they 
are losing many deputies to other coun-
ties who pay better.  He said Clay was at 
least $4 an hour under the lowest paying 
of these counties, he stated that, “And 
the first of the year, Calhoun will give 
their deputies another dollar an hour.” 
He added that Clay has lost their last 
grant for a new sheriff’s deputy vehicle 
because they did not have the funds to 
meet the ten percent matching fee.  They 
were applying for a new grant for a vehi-
cle of $150,000 and would need $15,000 
as a matching fee.  “I guess I was frus-
trated when the opioid money came in 
and I wasn’t even asked.  You put it all 
on the jail bill.  And that is like putting a 
drop of water in a bucket.”

 “You are right,” Commission Joyce 
Johnson agreed, “It is a drop in the 
bucket.  But without putting a dent, even 
a drop, in that huge debt, it is so high 
and we have to make some kind of ef-

fort, or we will be in trouble and they 
will pull the plug on it.”  

All three commissioners expressed re-
gret and frustration that they could not 
help him at this time.

The commission then took care of 
routine business: bills, purchase orders, 
budget revisions, erroneous assess-
ments, and fiduciary appointments as 
presented by the County Clerk, who was 
represented at this meeting by Deputy 
Clerk Judy Scott.

The commission took up a change or-
der for the Judicial Annex, presented by 
Terry Martin, who was not present, as 
they wanted to address changes in both 
plans and costs as they arise during this, 
the interior construction phase.  They 
hope to have the judicial annex com-
pleted and operational by the end of the 
year.

Two weeks after pulling the Special 
Emergency Ambulance Service Fee off 
the agenda to give more time and con-
sideration to it, the Fee was back on the 
agenda at this very next meeting. This 
time no representatives from the tourist 
industry were present.  All three com-
missioners voted to approve the fee.  
Commissioner David Schoolcraft, after 
having conversations with a number of 
people affected by it, offered a compro-
mise.  He suggested they make the fee 
effective in July of 2026, as opposed to 
this July.  Commissioner Duane Legg 
agreed and the item was amended before 
being approved.  

The final item on the agenda was to 
create a public transportation board, a 
committee to explore the implemen-
tation of public transportation in the 
county.  Tim Thomas of the Mountain 
Transit Authority was introduced and 
spoke briefly on the public transporta-
tion proposal.

 “We are proposing to come into Clay 
County and provide public transporta-
tion for all. This includes for medical 
appointments, shopping and more.  It 
would be five days a week.  Public trans-
portation is a need, regardless of wheth-

er you have a vehicle or not, you can 
ride public transportation, it is not dedi-
cated to one individual group. It came 
up in the meeting a few weeks back that 
there is a number of people in the county 
that need transportation.  It is going to 
be a demand response system, and we 
will provide matched funding.  It is also 
an economic boost to your county. For 
every dollar that goes in to public trans-
portation through the American Public 
Transit Association, a study shows over 
these past few years, five dollars is re-
turned.  We will hire people within the 
community, house their vehicles here, 
and we will provide the service. I want 
to thank the commission for allowing us 

to come in and speak and get the ball 
rolling. The state was at the meeting and 
they are going to provide federal funds 
so that it is not the burden of the county 
or the individuals.  We are looking at 
two routes, and we are looking at $80 
to $100,000 per year, per route and that 
should be covered by federal monies. 
The county would need to come up with 
$200,000, an investment, really, in your 
own county,” said Thomas.

The committee will begin the task of 
making it all feasible. There is optimism 
that Clay County will have an opportu-
nity for economic growth.

The first commission meeting next 
month is scheduled June 9 at 9 a.m.

County Commission establishes Committee for Public Transportation

Tim Thomas
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James G. Dawson, 89 
of Duck, WV, entered into 
Heaven on Tuesday, May 
27, 2025.

Born in Widen, WV, 
he was the son of Custer 

Dawson and Sylvia and 
Dorsel Grogg.   In addi-
tion to his parents, he was 
preceded in death by a son, 
Gary Dawson and his son-
in-law, Rick Willis. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Joan Truman Daw-
son, daughter Cindy Wil-
lis, son Joe Dawson and 
wife April, grandchildren 
Joe Dawson, Mike Willis, 
Clare Dawson, and Holt 
Dawson, all of Duck. 

Jim graduated from 
Widen High School, 
WVIT, and WVU.   He 
served his country as a 
U.S. Marine.   He was a 
coal miner, DOH worker, 

and a supervisor at Kraft 
Foods.   He was a teacher 
and principal for Clay 
County Schools before 
becoming the Clay Coun-
ty Superintendent for 21 
years.   He also served as 
the RESA III Director and 
a WV State Senator.  One 
great honor was the James 
G. Dawson Hall of Fame 
where students are ac-
knowledged for their aca-
demic successes!

He was a member of 
Fairview Baptist Temple 
where he taught Sunday 
School for many years.

Funeral services will 
be on Wednesday, June 4 

at Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home at 11 a.m. with Min-
ister Joe Dawson officiat-
ing.   Burial will be at the 
Dawson Farm, Duck, WV.

Friends may visit with 
the family 6-8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 3, 2025, at 
the funeral home.   In lieu 
of flowers, the family re-
quests that you make a 
donation to the church of 
your choice. 

Online condolences 
may be sent to www.carl-
wilsonfuneralhome.com

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Dawson fam-
ily.

James Dawson

Bobby Monroe Stover, 
the son of Clarence Mon-
roe and Hazel Leah Whal-
ing Stover, entered into 
his eternal home with our 
Lord and Saviour on Mon-
day, May 26, 2025 at the 
age of 88 years old. Bobby 
was a member and trustee 
of the Clay United Meth-
odist Church in Clay, West 
Virginia.

Born on March 1, 1937, 
Bobby spent his childhood 
at his birthplace in Red 
Dragon, Boone County, 
WV where he spent his 
childhood. Eventually, 
he moved to Clay where 
he graduated from Clay 
County High School in 
1955. This is where he met 
the love of his life, Rozella 
Fay Wilfong. The couple 
married on December 26, 
1959. He attended Mar-
shall College where he was 
chosen to be on the base-
ball and wrestling teams. 
He started his teaching and 

coaching career at Widen 
High School where he 
taught from 1958-1963.

In 1964, he finished his 
Bachelors degree from 
Morris Harvey College, 
and in the same year, he 
moved to Clay County 
High School to continue 
teaching physical educa-
tion and social studies. In 
1965, he began coaching 
football where he had the 
first football team to have 
an 8-2 season. Addition-
ally, he coached baseball 
for 13 years.

Coach Stover, as he was 
lovingly known, was cho-
sen as “Man of the Year” 
by the Clay County Youth 
in 1967. He also started 
the first wrestling pro-
gram at Clay County High 
School. Coach was chosen 
AA wrestling coach of the 
year in 1979 and 1980 by 
the WV Wrestling Coaches 
Association and then again 
in the 1987-88 school year. 
Over the years, he had 
ten state champions and 
twelve runners up. He con-
tinued to coach wrestling 
for 37 years.

Coach Stover eventually 
took over the roles of ath-
letic director and vice prin-
cipal before retiring from 
Clay County High School 
in 1989. However, he re-
turned to coaching in 1990 
to keep the wrestling pro-
gram alive. In 1998, Coach 

started working with chil-
dren at Ivydale Elementary 
School to revive interest in 
the program.

In 2004, he was inducted 
into the National Wrestling 
Hall of Fame in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma where a plaque 
was placed in his honor. 
He very proudly wore his 
green jacket that had been 
awarded to him to com-
memorate this accomplish-
ment.

Coach Stover was fur-
ther honored when Clay 
County Youth Wrestling 
named their local tourna-
ment the Bob Stover Clas-
sic. He loved attending the 
matches each December 
and reliving some of his 
glory days.

Besides wrestling, 
Coach Stover enjoyed his 
family, the outdoors, play-
ing golf, fishing, hunting, 
and spending time with his 
beloved wife Rozella of 65 
years.

He was preceded in 
death by his sister, Norma 
Stover Daniel and her hus-
band Frederick Daniel, 
and son-in-law, Gary Dean 
Walker. He is survived by 
his wife, Rozella Wilfong 
Stover, his daughter Kim 
Annette Stover Hanna 
(husband William Frank-
lin Hanna) his son, Brett 
Monroe Stover, (wife 
Kara) his sister, Carolyn 
Stover Young, (husband 

Mickey, deceased), brother 
Jerry, and brother Kent 
Stover (wife Patricia). He 
leaves behind five grand-
children: Tabitha Terry, 
Jordan Walker, Kelsey 
Mosely, Katie Akers, Seth 
Stover, and 10 great grand-
children: Katie, Briar, and 
Logan Cochrum, Cam-
eron, Lily, Gracie, and 
Brody Walker, John David 
Blankenhorn, Ella Akers 
and soon to be, Benjamin 
Akers, several nieces, ex-
tended family, beloved 
friends, special neighbors, 
former students, and col-
leagues.

Coach Stover leaves be-
hind a true legacy of lead-
ership, laughter, and love. 
Psalm 37:23 The steps of 
a good man are ordered by 
the LORD: and he delight-
eth in his way.

Funeral Service was held 
1:00 pm on Monday June 
2, 2025, at Wilson Smith 
Funeral Home, Clay, WV, 
visitation was one hour 
prior to the service from 
12:00 pm to 1:00 pm with 
Pastors Don and Wilma 
Dobbins officiating. Burial 
followed in Clay Memo-
rial Gardens, Clay, WV.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at www.carlwilsonfuneral-
home.com

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Stover family.

Bobby Stover

The Birch River PSD will hold its regular 
monthly meeting on Tuesday, June 10, at 9 
a.m., at the PSD office in Birch River.

The Clay County WIC office located at 
452 Main Street in Clay is open to serve the 
public every Monday and Wednesday from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sarah Renee Rogers
Booked 5/29/25

Trespassing asked to leave, 
disorderly conduct

Tammy Lynn Seabolt
Booked 6/1/25

Capias

Justin Shaw Thompson
Booked 5/28/25

Stalking

Krystal Kay Carpenter
Booked 5/31/25

Possession with intent

Jeremy Stephen Duckworth
Booked 5/27/25

Probation violation

William Joseph Posey
Booked 6/2/25

DOR/DUI, possession and 
delivery of a controlled 

substance, driving revoked 
for DUI third

Elizabeth Dawn Holcomb
Booked 5/29/25

Grand larceny, fraud, finan-
cial exploitation of an elderly 
person/protected person/in-
capacitated adult, conspiracy

James Ryan Schoonover
Booked 5/29/25

Fraud, grand larceny, con-
spiracy, financial exploitation 

of an elderly person

Roger Lee Auxier III 
Booked 5/27/25

Capias

Anthony Lynn Denna
Booked 5/28/25

DOP, grand larceny, unlawful 
taking of a vehicle, posses-

sion of stolen property

Tyler James Hesson
Booked 5/30/25

Concealment of deceased 
human body, conspiracy

Lindsay Adele Hillwig
Booked 5/29/25
Bond violation

Tex Monroe Koch Jr.
Booked 5/31/25

False information, battery, 
petit larceny, possession of 

controlled substance

Gaylord Wayne Morris
Booked 5/31/25

Domestic battery third of-
fense, prohibited person with 

firearm

nicholas COUNTY

Roughly a week ago, Clay County lost two beloved 
pillars of the community and longtime champions of its 
school system. Bobby Stover passed away at the age of 
88, and Jim Dawson at 89. Words cannot fully capture 
the profound impact these two men had on the students, 
staff, and citizens of Clay County. Nearly everyone 
who has attended school, worked within the district, or 
grown up in the area has a cherished memory or story 
involving either Mr. Dawson or Mr. Stover.

Mr. Jim Dawson served as Superintendent of Clay 
County Schools for 22 years, a period during which the 
school system flourished. Under his leadership, Clay 
County became a model for how a rural district could 
thrive despite challenges. From 1988 to 1993, three 
Clay County schools were honored with the prestigious 
National School of Excellence designation by the U.S. 
Department of Education. This recognition is reserved 
for schools that demonstrate exceptional leadership, ef-
fective teaching practices, strong community engage-
ment, and high or rapidly improving student achieve-
ment. Having not just one, but three schools earn this 
distinction during Mr. Dawson’s tenure is a testament to 
his visionary leadership and unwavering commitment to 
education. In honor of his contributions, the Clay Coun-
ty Schools Academic Hall of Fame bears his name, a 
fitting tribute, not only because he founded the annual 
awards ceremony, but also because he would be a unani-
mous first-ballot inductee.

Mr. Bobby Stover began his teaching career at Wid-
en High School in 1958. After graduating from Morris 
Harvey College in 1964, he joined Clay County High 
School, where he taught physical education and social 
studies. Though he coached several sports, including 
football and baseball, he is best remembered as the long-
time wrestling coach. Mr. Stover founded the wrestling 
program at CCHS and led it for an incredible 37 years. 
He was twice named AA Wrestling Coach of the Year 
(1979 and 1980), and during his career, he coached ten 
state champions and twelve runners-up. In 2004, he was 
inducted into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame in 
Stillwater, Oklahoma. Before retiring in 1989, he also 
served as athletic director and vice principal at CCHS. 
Even after stepping away from the school system, Coach 
Stover remained dedicated to mentoring youth and pro-
moting the wrestling program he built. The annual wres-
tling tournament at Clay County High School, named 
the Bob Stover Classic, stands as a tribute to his legacy.

Though we are deeply saddened by the loss of these 
two icons, there is no doubt that Clay County and its 
school system are far better because of their service, 
passion, and leadership. The Clay County School Sys-
tem extends heartfelt gratitude to the Dawson and Stover 
families for sharing these remarkable men with genera-
tions of students, educators, and community members.

Philip Dobbins
Superintendent of Schools

From the Superintendent
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Dr. James L. Snyder
Did you ever have a morning when everything went 

exactly as you planned? Well, neither have I.
I plan my schedule to include everything I need for the 

day. But, unlike The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage, 
I fall way short of accomplishing that.

When I think I have my schedule in place, something 
undermines everything I’ve done so far. Oh boy, if I only 
had the scheduling gift of The Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage.

She can plan a dozen projects simultaneously and 
complete them all at once, usually ahead of schedule. 
After living with her for 54 years, I still don’t know how 
she does it. I want to ask her, but you know how that 
would turn out.

Without her knowing, I could watch her and see how 
she is doing what she is doing at the time. No matter how 
much I watch, I could never figure out her multitasking 
secret. If I knew that one secret, imagine all the stuff I 
could do in one day.

I took a break one morning and went into the kitchen 
to get a cup of coffee. For some reason, I opened one of 
the cupboard doors and was surprised to find a Hershey 
chocolate bar. I’m not quite sure where that came from, 
but I was so excited to find it.

The thought in my head was, “Should I, or shouldn’t 
I?”

The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage cannot eat 
chocolate. It gives her a headache, so she says. So, I 
don’t think she purchased that chocolate bar. Why would 
she? However, it did not matter where it came from; all 
that matters is where it’s going. I went to my easy chair 
with my cup of coffee and the amazing chocolate bar.

I can’t remember the last time I had a chocolate bar, 
but I was really anticipating enjoying this one. After tak-
ing a sip of coffee, I unwrapped my chocolate bar and 
looked at it briefly.

Do you know how wonderfully delicious a chocolate 
bar looks? I couldn’t keep my eyes off that amazing treat.

I took the first bite and found my world flourishing 
like red roses. I had forgotten how chocolate affects my 
attitude.

No matter how angry, grouchy, or frustrated I feel, one 
bite of a chocolate bar makes it all disappear.

Growing up near Hershey, Pennsylvania, I was very 
familiar with their chocolate. In fact, my father worked 
there for a short time and often brought home samples.

I sighed as I sipped my coffee. I stared at the chocolate 
bar and wondered who created it. Whoever created it de-
serves a Nobel Peace Prize.

After two bites, I had forgotten all my stress that morn-
ing. All I could think about were lovely roses floating in 
my mind and their amazing fragrance. Chocolate has a 
way of doing that for me. My best thoughts come while 
eating chocolate.

Suddenly, The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 
burst into the room where I was sitting and demanded, 
“Just what are you doing?”

At first, I was so euphoric that I didn’t recognize her. 
All I saw were red roses around her head. I smiled, and 
then suddenly realized who she was.

At that point, there was no way I could hide that choc-
olate bar I was enjoying.

“I’m just,” I said cautiously, “resting from a very hard 
morning.” I flashed a smile at her, but she wasn’t smil-
ing at me.

“And where did you get that chocolate bar?”
It’s one thing to lie but quite another thing to lie to The 

Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage. There are reciproca-
tions. My head was so euphoric that I didn’t quite know 
how to answer her.

“I just found it in the cupboard,” I said with a big 
smile.

She stared at me and said, “You found it in the cup-
board? I purchased that chocolate bar for our grand-
daughter’s birthday this week. You had no right to eat 
her birthday present.”

I wasn’t sure I understood what she meant, but eat-
ing that chocolate bar made me calm. It blocked out any 
negativity.

“That’s okay,” I said cheerfully, “I’ll go to the store 
and buy her a chocolate bar.”

My plan was to buy three chocolate bars, hide two, 
and give one back for our granddaughter’s birthday.

When I eat chocolate, I can think as clearly as ever. 
That’s why I like chocolate.

“Okay,” The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage said, 
“as long as you only buy one Hershey’s chocolate bar. 
That would be just perfect.”

I’m going to fix this problem somehow. But for now, I 
have at least three more bites of this Hershey’s chocolate 
bar.

As I was enjoying this chocolate bar, I had an interest-
ing thought. Will there be Chocolate in heaven?

When I finished that amazing Hershey Chocolate 
Bar, I remember what Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30, 
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye 
shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.”

Like everyone else, my days can be very stressful. 
A chocolate bar can only go so far. To truly experience 
peace from Jesus’ perspective, I need to come unto the 
Lord. This invitation requires that I act on it and come 
to the Lord.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.com.

By Slim Randles
It’s the heat that defines us this month. It greets us 

at daybreak with its promise, but in an hour or so, it 
bears down on our shoulders and makes us dream of 
shade and something cold to drink.

  The best thing about our hot season, however, 
are evenings when most of the earth cools, and that 
breeze slides in off the mesa and caresses our cheeks. 
Then it’s time to sit, and laugh, and tell stories and 
just be with someone we love. Then is the culmina-
tion of a day we can be proud of.

  Inside each of us, we silently and privately ap-
plaud ourselves, because the hot day tried us, but we 
did it. All day. We made it through the heat today. 
Made it with our hands today. Made it through to an-
other precious June evening when we can sit on the 
patio with something cold and someone sweet.

So it gets hot in the daytime. Okay. But just don’t 
forget to give us these evenings, these blessed eve-
nings when we can recall what cooler weather felt 
like.

 Without these evenings, it would just be another 
hot summer day.

----------
Brought to you by the nice folks at New Mexico 

Magazine, who have given so much of themselves in 
helping readers get good reading about the South-
west.

By Joe Mazzella
It was the middle of summer, yet my Dad was already 

getting ready for winter. He had dumped a load of fire-
wood from his pickup truck and it was my job to put it in 
the wheelbarrow and move it to our winter woodpile. I 
was a skinny 12 year old and it wasn’t easy work. I was 
loading the wheelbarrow for the fifth time when I felt 
like I was being watched. I looked up and saw my Mom 
smiling at me from the porch. Her eyes sparkled and the 
look on her face made me feel warm and happy inside. 
I couldn’t define that look in her eyes then but I realize 
now it was unconditional love. Just seeing her look at me 
like that made me want to be the good, kind, and loving 
son she saw there.

That wasn’t the only time I saw that look in Mom’s 
eyes either. Countless times growing up I would catch 
her staring at me with that same gentle smile and those 
same sparkling eyes. Each time I did I felt so loved. Each 
time I did I felt that same warmth and happiness.

Sadly just as I was becoming a man my Mom was diag-
nosed with cancer. She fought it long and hard for years, 
but finally when I was only 25 years old she passed away. 
Over the years since then I have missed her every single 
day. I have missed her warm smile, sweet words, musi-
cal voice, and gentle touch. But most of all I have missed 
seeing that look of unconditional love in her eyes when 
she looked at me. Sometimes I go outside, look up to the 
heavens and talk to her. And when I do I can still feel in 
my heart those loving eyes looking down on me.

We are all called to Love. We are all created in Love. 
God Loves each and every one of us unconditionally. 
And all God asks of us is that we Love each other the 
same way. It isn’t always easy but it is possible. My 
Mom was living proof of that. May you always give your 
love freely and unconditionally. May you always be the 
good, kind, and loving child you were meant to be.

What’s Chocolate Got To Do With It?

Mom’s Eyes

Home Country

Vouchers for the Senior Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program (SFMNP) are now available to eligible se-
niors across the state through their county senior ser-
vices. The SFMNP is a federally funded initiative that 
provides low-income seniors with access to fresh, lo-
cally grown fruits, vegetables, herbs, and honey from 
authorized farmers’ markets and roadside stands.

Vouchers are valid from June 2 through October 31, 
2025, and support both senior nutrition and local agri-
culture. Seniors must receive vouchers in the county 
where they reside, but they may redeem them at any 
participating market statewide.

“The SFMNP supports two vital needs—improving 
senior nutrition and strengthening our local farming 
economy,” said Commissioner of Agriculture Kent 
Leonhardt. “We encourage all eligible seniors to take 

advantage of this opportunity to access fresh, West 
Virginia-grown products.”

Each eligible senior will receive a booklet of vouch-
ers worth $30, containing three $10 vouchers. Vouch-
ers can be redeemed at participating farmers’ markets 
and farm stands across the state. A list of authorized 
locations is available on the West Virginia Department 
of Agriculture (WVDA) website and through local se-
nior centers.

Participants must be 60 years of age or older and 
meet  income eligibility guidelines. To apply, seniors 
should contact their local senior center or county ag-
ing office.

For more information, please visit  agriculture.
wv.gov or call the WVDA Business Development Di-
vision at 304-558-2210.

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program 
Vouchers Now Available in West Virginia

June 5, 2025
Weather permitting, Appalachian Power (APCo) 

will begin an aerial maintenance program this week. 
This program is necessary for maintaining the rights-
of-way for some power lines in West Virginia, and it 
will be executed by applying herbicides via helicopter. 

Lines scheduled for maintenance in West Virginia 
include Bright Coal Company Tap 46kV in Clay 
County.  A transmission line on wood structures be-
ginning at a tap off the Belva-Clendenin 46kV line, 
running west approximately one mile and ending at a 
dead end.

 “The company generally makes aerial maintenance 
applications only in less populated areas where terrain 
and accessibility make it difficult for ground-based 
crews to safely clear rights of way,” said Christopher 
Hoffman, utility forester. Rights of way in populated 
areas, as well as near parks, ponds and other sensitive 
areas, are maintained by other means.

Herbicides used by AEP and Appalachian Power 
have been registered for use on rights-of-way by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the 
West Virginia Department of Agriculture (WVDoA). 
Herbicides used are imazapyr, metsulfuron methyl, 
fosamine, triclopyr, aminocyclopyrachlor and amino-
pyralid; the manufacturer, colleges and governmental 
and independent research laboratories have extensive-
ly tested each. Questions concerning these herbicides 
may be addressed to the EPA and the WVDoA.

As part of APCo’s commitment to safety, helicopter 
pilots conduct thorough visual checks of all areas to 
be treated in advance. This is to verify the location of 
any sensitive areas and ensure that people or domestic 
animals are not visible in the area to be maintained.

Right-of-way maintenance agreements between 
APCo and landowners are available to landown-
ers who prefer to accept responsibility for clearing 
the right-of-way crossing their property instead of 
the company’s aerial application of herbicides. The 
agreement compensates the landowner by an amount 
equivalent to the cost of aerial herbicide application, 
provided the work meets APCo’s specifications.

Customers with questions about the company’s aer-
ial maintenance program can call a toll-free number 
(1-800-642-3622) for information. Customers also 
can write for information at Appalachian Power, Attn: 
Transmission Forestry, 346 Raymond Peak Way, Hur-
ricane, W.Va., 25526.

Residents who have questions about the program or 
who want to alert the company to the location of sen-
sitive areas near power lines, such as springs, wells, 
streams, lakes, ponds, orchards, crop areas, gardens, 
pastures, meadows, year-round dwellings, public rec-
reation areas and Christmas tree farms, should also 
contact the company. To ensure accurate reporting of 
the sensitive areas, provide the number of the near-
est pole or tower. These numbers are posted on utility 
poles and one leg of utility towers.

	 After the maintenance program begins, 
24-hour telephone service at the above number will 
provide information daily on locations scheduled for 
maintenance.

	 Complaints about possible damage resulting 
from herbicide applications should be made by con-
tacting Appalachian Power at its toll-free number or 
the above address. Complaints also may be directed 
to the WVDoA, Pesticide Regulatory Programs Unit, 
which can be reached in Charleston at (304) 558-2209.

Appalachian Power to use helicopters to maintain 
some power line rights-of-way
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Puzzle Answers Page 2

June 4, 1971: A former 
Boone County coal miner 
hijacked a plane that had 
flown out of Charleston 
and demanded the plane 
be flown to Israel. After 
the plane landed at Dulles 
Airport in Washington, the 
man allowed the passen-
gers and flight attendant 
to dismount, but he held 
the pilots and flight engi-
neer at gunpoint for hours 
before they disarmed him. 
It is the only documented 
hijacking in state history.

June 4, 1975: Clark 
Kessinger died in St. Al-
bans, Kanawha County. 
Kessinger was among the 
most prolific and influ-
ential fiddlers of the 20th 

century, and one of West 
Virginia’s most important 
traditional musicians.

June 5, 1859: A great 
frost killed crops in the 
Preston County fields. 
The fields were replanted 
with hardy buckwheat, 
which was successful 
and became a staple crop, 
celebrated in the annual 
Buckwheat Festival in 
Kingwood.

June 5, 1915: Four 
young people were killed 
at Rock Springs in Han-
cock County when the Old 
Mill ride caught fire.

June 6, 1919: Histo-
rian Otis Rice was born 
in Hugheston, Kanawha 
County. Rice was named 

West Virginia’s first His-
torian Laureate in 2003.

June 6, 1979: One of 
the oddest events in West 
Virginia’s history, the “pot 
plane” crash, occurred 
on June 6, 1979. An old 
Douglas DC-6 cargo 
plane carrying 12 tons 
of marijuana plummeted 
over a hillside at Kanawha 
(now Yeager) Airport in 
Charleston. Hundreds of 
bales of marijuana spewed 
from the plane before it 
caught fire. Onlookers 
looted the marijuana, and 
law enforcement officials 
struggled for days to dis-
pose of it all. 

June 6, 1989: During 
the Pittston strike, about  
60 miners embarked on a 
four-day march from Lo-
gan County to Charleston, 
retracing the path of the 
1921 Armed March on 
Logan. 

June 7, 1899: Congress-
woman Elizabeth Kee was 
born in Radford, Virginia. 
She became West Virgin-
ia’s first female member 
of Congress in 1951.

June 7, 1905: Fiddler 
David Frank “French 
Carpenter was in Clay 
County. A notable mem-
ber of a famous musical 
family, he learned most of 
his music directly from his 
father, Tom, the “fiddling 
preacher.” He influenced 
the great fiddler and fel-
low Clay Countian Wilson 
Douglas likely more than 
any other individual.

June 7, 1926: An explo-
sion at a sand mining op-
eration in Morgan County 
killed six men. Their 

deaths were the inspira-
tion for the ballad “The 
Miner’s Doom.”

June 8, 1893: Entrepre-
neur Donald F. Duncan 
was born. Duncan was 
the founder of the Dun-
can Yo-Yo Company and 
the Duncan Parking Meter 
Corporation. 

June 9, 1915: Story-
teller and musician Bon-
nie Starkey (Collins) was 
born in Doddridge Coun-
ty. In her 50s and 60s, 
the “Belle of Doddridge 
County” honed her sto-
rytelling skills and bece 
one of the most popular 
entertainers at events such 
as the Morris Family Old-

Time Festival, Stonewall 
Jackson Jubilee, state Folk 
Festival, Mountain State 
Art & Craft Fair, and Van-
dalia Gathering.

June 9, 1927: Karl 
Dewey Myers was named 
the state’s first poet laure-
ate by Governor Howard 
Mason Gore. Myers held 
the post for 10 years.

June 10, 1775: The 
Berkeley County Rifle-
men were organized by 
Capt. Hugh Stephenson 
of Shepherdstown, in re-
sponse to a call for Revo-
lutionary War soldiers by 
Gen. George Washington. 

June 10, 1921: Labor 
leader Daniel Vincent Ma-
roney was born on Cabin 
Creek, Kanawha County. 
Maroney served as in-
ternational president of 
the Amalgamated Transit 
Union from 1973 to 1981.
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June 1958

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
SUNSETTER. AMERICA’S NUMBER 

ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-

ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today!

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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To place your legals, 
call us at 

(304) 647-5724

LEGAL
Legal 3 col x 7-1/4”
0522 0529 0605 0612

ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that WV RECLAIM CO, LLC, 2122 LEATHERWOOD ROAD, BICKMORE, 

WV 25019 has submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 
School Street, Suit 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600 for a Phase 2 and 3 release on Permit Number S200494 
Increment Number 1 issued for 447 acres.

The permit is located in HENRY District of Clay County, 4.6 miles east of BICKMORE, on Franks 
Branch of Lilly Fork of Buffalo Creek of Elk River.

WV RECLAIM CO, LLC completed final reclamation on 3/18/2010 and is requesting 100 percent of the 
reclamation performance bond currently in the amount of $703,080.00.

Written comments will be received at the DEP address above until 7/14/25, or thirty (30) days from date 
of final publication.

LEGAL

LEGAL

LEGAL

Legal 2 col x 7-3/4”
0529 0605

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY
THAT BEING THE CIVIL COURT OF SAID COUNTY

IN RE: Randy L. White and Joyce R. White  Case No. 25-C-14
   v.

Lavon D. Hunter, in her own person, Lawon D. Hunter, a non-resi
dent of Clay County, and the State of West Virginia, Lavon D. 
Hunter, believed to be a deceased person, the HEIRS, KNOWN 
AND UNKNOWN OF LAVON D. HUNTER, a deceased person, 
JOSEPH T. HUNTER, in his own person, JOSEPH  T. HUNTER, 
non-resident of Clay County, and the State of West Virginia, 
JOSEPH T. HUNTER, believed to be a deceased person, the 
HEIRS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OF JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a 
deceased person and OTHER UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS.

In the matter of Randy L. White and Joyce R. White. V. Lavon D. 
Hunter, in her own person, Lawon D. Hunter, a non-resident of Clay 
County, and the State of West Virginia, Lavon D. Hunter, believed to 
be a deceased person, the HEIRS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OF 
LAVON D. HUNTER, a deceased person, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, in 
his own person, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a non-resident or Clay County, 
and the State of West Virginia, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, believed to 
be a deceased person, the HEIRS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OF 
JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a deceased person and OTHER UNKNOWN 
DEFENDANTS.

 ORDER OF PUBLICATION
 And
 NOTICE OF ANSWER
To:  Lavon D. Hunter, in her own person, Lawon D. Hunter, a 
 non-resident of Clay County, and the State or West Virginia, 
 Lavon D. Hunter, believed to bc a deceased person, the 
 HEIRS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OF LAVON D.
 HUNTER, a deceased person, JOSEPH HUNTER, in his own 
 person, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a non-resident of Clay County, 
 and the State of West Virginia, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, 
 believed to be a deceased person, the HEIRS, AND 
 UNKNOWN OF JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a deceased person 
 and OTHER UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS..

(The object of this action is to notify the above-named Defendants of 
this pending action by the Plaintiffs to Quiet Title, or in the alternative 
award judgment for Adverse Possession in favor of the Plaintiffs by 
the Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia).

You are hereby notified that a Civil complaint has been filed with 
the Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia, on the 22nd day of 
May 2025, and assigned Case Numbers 25-C-14. You are hereby noti-
fied that you have the right to answer said complaint and you have the 
right to have counsel present at all stages of these proceedings.

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the above-named Defendants, 
Lavon D. Hunter, Joseph T. Hunter, and any Known or Unknown 
Heirs, shall file an answer or any other pleadings by mailing the same 
to the Clerk to the Circuit Court, at 246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043, 
with copy to Randy L. White and Joyce R. White at 1132 Clinic Dr., 
Ivydale, WV 25113 within thirty (30) days of the filing of this publica-
tion, or judgement by default in favor of the Plaintiff, may be taken 
against him.

A copy of said Complaint can be obtained from the Office of the 
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia, at the Clay County 
Courthouse, Clay, West Virginia.
BY: Randy L. White and Joyce R. White, 
 1132 Clinic Dr., Ivydale, WV 25113
Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 22nd day of May, 2025

Legal 3 col x 5”
0529 0605

Tariff From No. 12
(Tariff Rule 23.1 et seq.)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES BY NON-LRR MUNI UTILITY
NOTICE is hereby given that the TOWN OF CLAY (the “Town”), has adopted by ordinance on May 13, 

2025, a tariff containing increased rates, tolls and charges for furnishing water service to its 548 customers 
in Clay County, West Virginia.

The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective 45 days from the date of adoption of 
the Ordinance unless otherwise ordered by the Public Service Commission and will produce approximately 
$102,869 annually in additional revenue, an increase of 20%. The average monthly bill for the various 
classes of customers will be changed as follows:

  ($) INCREASE  INCREASE (%)
Residential (3,400 gallons) $  6.08  20%
Commercial (6,800 gallons) $  11.29  20%
Public Authority (9,900 gallons) $  16.02  20%
Resale (per 1,000 gallons) $  0.96  20%
Resale customers include Clay-Roane Public Service District and Clay County Public Service District.
The Increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Individual customers 

may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges 
are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission 
in its review of this filing. The Commission shall review and approve or modify the increased rates only 
upon the filing of a petition within thirty (30) days of the adoption of the ordinance changing said rates or 
charges, by:

(1) Any customer aggrieved by the changed rates or charges who presents to the Commission a petition 
signed by not less than twenty-five percent of the customers served by such municipally operated public 
utility; or

(2) Any customer who is served by a municipally operated natural gas public utility and who resides 
outside the corporate limits and who is affected by the change in said rates or charges and who presents to 
the Commission a petition alleging discrimination between customers within and without the municipal 
boundaries. Said petition shall be accompanied by evidence of discrimination; or

(3) Any customer or group of customers of a municipally operated natural gas utility who are affected 
by said change in rates who reside within the municipal boundaries and who present a petition to the Com-
mission alleging discrimination between said customer or group of customers and other customers of the 
municipal utility. Said petition shall be accompanied by evidence of discrimination.

All petitions should be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Vir-
ginia, 201 Brooks Street, P. O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323.

A complete copy of the proposed rates, as well as a representative of the utility to provide any informa-
tion requested concerning it, is available to all customers, prospective customers, or their agents at the 
Recorder’s Office, Town Hall, 956 Main Street, Clay, West Virginia 25043.

A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary 
of the Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, P. O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323. 

LEGAL

LEGAL

Legal 3 col x 11-1/2”
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CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2026
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
CLAY COUNTY, to wit:

In accordance with West Virginia Code §11-8-12, as amended, the Clay County Board of Education pro-
ceeded to make an estimate of the amounts necessary to be raised by levy of taxes for the 2026 fiscal year, 
and doth determine and estimate the several amounts to be as follows:

The amount due and the amount that will become due and collectible from every source during the fiscal 
year INCLUDING THE LEVY OF TAXES, is as follows:

GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE FUND
Estimated revenues:

Local Sources:  
 Property Taxes (Net of allowances) $ 2,809,767
 Other local sources  90,000
State Sources:
 State aid to schools  15,046,111
 Other unrestricted  10,000
Federal sources:
 Unrestricted  200,000
Miscellaneous sources  
  Total estimated revenues  18,155,878
  Estimated transfers in and other financing sources 
  Estimated beginning balance  500,000
  Total estimated revenues, other financing
  sources, and beginning balance $ 18,222,914

Estimated expenditures:
 Instruction $ 10,817,190
 Supporting services:
  Students  195,061
  Instructional staff  46,932
  Central administration  365,380
  School administration  886,307
  Central services  1,038,275
  Operation and maintenance of facilities  2,094,521
  Students transportation  2,517,074
 Food services
 Community services  146,662
 Capital outlay  77,595
 Debt service:  
  Principal retirement  198,058
  Interest and fiscal charges  
 Total estimated expenditures  18,383,055
 Total estimated transfers and other financing uses  272,823
 Estimated budgetary reserves  
 Total estimated expenditures, other financing uses,
 and reserves $ 18,655,878

CLAY COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2026
SPECIAL REVENUE FUND

Estimated revenues:
Local Sources $ 23,526  
State Sources:
 State aid to schools  391,102
 Other
Federal sources  2,843,066
Miscellaneous sources
  Total estimated revenues  3,272,823
  Estimated transfers in and other financing sources  167,771
  Estimated beginning balance  
  Total estimated revenues, other financing
  sources, and beginning balance $ 3,530,517

Estimated expenditures:
 Instruction $ 2,096,353
 Supporting services:
  Students  
  Instructional staff  
  Central administration  
  School administration  
  Business
  Operation and maintenance of facilities  
  Students transportation  
 Food services  1,434,164
 Community services  
 Capital outlay
 Debt service:  
  Principal retirement
  Interest and fiscal charges  
 Total estimated expenditures  3,530,517 
 Total estimated transfers and other financing uses 
 Estimated budgetary reserves  
 Total estimated expenditures, other financing uses $ 3,530,517

Clay COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2026
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
Clay County, to wit:

I, Philip R. Dobbins, Secretary of the Clay County Board of Education, do hereby certify that the forego-
ing is a true copy of the proposed budget being considered for adoption by the board of education on the 
20th day of May, 2025.

Legal 2 col x 4-3/4”
0605 0612

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, July 5,2025
Claim Deadline: Monday, August 4, 2025
 APPOINTMENT DATE  01/22/2025
 ESTATE NAME:  JOHNNY BROOKS BODKINS
 ADMINISTRATRIX  BARBARA JEAN BODKINS 
  PO BOX 62
  LIZEMORES WV 25125-0062
 APPOINTMENT DATE  03/13/2025
 ESTATE NAME:  LARRY ALLEN SIMONS
 ADMINISTRATRIX  GAIL LEE SIMONS 
  763 MAYSEL LAUREL RIDGE RD
  MAYSEL WV 25133-8117
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 05/22/2025
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190

Legal 2 col x 1”
0605

Notice
Request for Proposal (RFP) **Notice of available funding to serve 
as the Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act (WIOA) Fiscal Ad-
ministrator for the Nine (9) County local Workforce Development 
Board Mid-Ohio Valley (Calhoun, Clay, Jackson, Mason, Pleasants, 
Ritchie, Roane, Wirt and Wood Counties) of West Virginia. The 
deadline for bids is June 26, 2025. Interested parties can review the 
RFP’s at www.wdbmov.com.

Legal 2 col x 1”
0605

Notice
 Request for Proposal (RFP) **Notice of available funding to serve as 
the Workforce Innovation Opportunity Act (WIOA) Youth Direct Ser-
vice Provider for the Nine (9) County local Workforce Development 
Board Mid-Ohio Valley (Calhoun, Clay, Jackson, Mason, Pleasants, 
Ritchie, Roane, Wirt and Wood Counties) of West Virginia. The dead-
line for bids is June 23, 2025. Interested parties can review the RFP’s 
at www.wdbmov.com.

LEGAL

Receive a free 5-year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 844-901-2301 
to schedule your free quote!
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ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that WV RECLAIM CO, LLC, 2122 LEATHERWOOD ROAD, BICKMORE, 

WV 25019 has submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 
School Street, Suit 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600 for a Phase 2 and 3 release on Permit Number S200494 
Increment Number 1 issued for 447 acres.

The permit is located in HENRY District of Clay County, 4.6 miles east of BICKMORE, on Franks 
Branch of Lilly Fork of Buffalo Creek of Elk River.

WV RECLAIM CO, LLC completed final reclamation on 3/18/2010 and is requesting 100 percent of the 
reclamation performance bond currently in the amount of $703,080.00.

Written comments will be received at the DEP address above until 7/14/25, or thirty (30) days from date 
of final publication.

Legal 2 col x 7-3/4”
0529 0605

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY
THAT BEING THE CIVIL COURT OF SAID COUNTY

IN RE: Randy L. White and Joyce R. White  Case No. 25-C-14
   v.

Lavon D. Hunter, in her own person, Lawon D. Hunter, a non-resi
dent of Clay County, and the State of West Virginia, Lavon D. 
Hunter, believed to be a deceased person, the HEIRS, KNOWN 
AND UNKNOWN OF LAVON D. HUNTER, a deceased person, 
JOSEPH T. HUNTER, in his own person, JOSEPH  T. HUNTER, 
non-resident of Clay County, and the State of West Virginia, 
JOSEPH T. HUNTER, believed to be a deceased person, the 
HEIRS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OF JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a 
deceased person and OTHER UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS.

In the matter of Randy L. White and Joyce R. White. V. Lavon D. 
Hunter, in her own person, Lawon D. Hunter, a non-resident of Clay 
County, and the State of West Virginia, Lavon D. Hunter, believed to 
be a deceased person, the HEIRS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OF 
LAVON D. HUNTER, a deceased person, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, in 
his own person, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a non-resident or Clay County, 
and the State of West Virginia, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, believed to 
be a deceased person, the HEIRS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OF 
JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a deceased person and OTHER UNKNOWN 
DEFENDANTS.

 ORDER OF PUBLICATION
 And
 NOTICE OF ANSWER
To:  Lavon D. Hunter, in her own person, Lawon D. Hunter, a 
 non-resident of Clay County, and the State or West Virginia, 
 Lavon D. Hunter, believed to bc a deceased person, the 
 HEIRS, KNOWN AND UNKNOWN OF LAVON D.
 HUNTER, a deceased person, JOSEPH HUNTER, in his own 
 person, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a non-resident of Clay County, 
 and the State of West Virginia, JOSEPH T. HUNTER, 
 believed to be a deceased person, the HEIRS, AND 
 UNKNOWN OF JOSEPH T. HUNTER, a deceased person 
 and OTHER UNKNOWN DEFENDANTS..

(The object of this action is to notify the above-named Defendants of 
this pending action by the Plaintiffs to Quiet Title, or in the alternative 
award judgment for Adverse Possession in favor of the Plaintiffs by 
the Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia).

You are hereby notified that a Civil complaint has been filed with 
the Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia, on the 22nd day of 
May 2025, and assigned Case Numbers 25-C-14. You are hereby noti-
fied that you have the right to answer said complaint and you have the 
right to have counsel present at all stages of these proceedings.

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the above-named Defendants, 
Lavon D. Hunter, Joseph T. Hunter, and any Known or Unknown 
Heirs, shall file an answer or any other pleadings by mailing the same 
to the Clerk to the Circuit Court, at 246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043, 
with copy to Randy L. White and Joyce R. White at 1132 Clinic Dr., 
Ivydale, WV 25113 within thirty (30) days of the filing of this publica-
tion, or judgement by default in favor of the Plaintiff, may be taken 
against him.

A copy of said Complaint can be obtained from the Office of the 
Circuit Court of Clay County, West Virginia, at the Clay County 
Courthouse, Clay, West Virginia.
BY: Randy L. White and Joyce R. White, 
 1132 Clinic Dr., Ivydale, WV 25113
Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 22nd day of May, 2025

Legal 3 col x 5”
0529 0605

Tariff From No. 12
(Tariff Rule 23.1 et seq.)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES BY NON-LRR MUNI UTILITY
NOTICE is hereby given that the TOWN OF CLAY (the “Town”), has adopted by ordinance on May 13, 

2025, a tariff containing increased rates, tolls and charges for furnishing water service to its 548 customers 
in Clay County, West Virginia.

The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective 45 days from the date of adoption of 
the Ordinance unless otherwise ordered by the Public Service Commission and will produce approximately 
$102,869 annually in additional revenue, an increase of 20%. The average monthly bill for the various 
classes of customers will be changed as follows:

  ($) INCREASE  INCREASE (%)
Residential (3,400 gallons) $  6.08  20%
Commercial (6,800 gallons) $  11.29  20%
Public Authority (9,900 gallons) $  16.02  20%
Resale (per 1,000 gallons) $  0.96  20%
Resale customers include Clay-Roane Public Service District and Clay County Public Service District.
The Increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Individual customers 

may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges 
are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission 
in its review of this filing. The Commission shall review and approve or modify the increased rates only 
upon the filing of a petition within thirty (30) days of the adoption of the ordinance changing said rates or 
charges, by:

(1) Any customer aggrieved by the changed rates or charges who presents to the Commission a petition 
signed by not less than twenty-five percent of the customers served by such municipally operated public 
utility; or

(2) Any customer who is served by a municipally operated natural gas public utility and who resides 
outside the corporate limits and who is affected by the change in said rates or charges and who presents to 
the Commission a petition alleging discrimination between customers within and without the municipal 
boundaries. Said petition shall be accompanied by evidence of discrimination; or

(3) Any customer or group of customers of a municipally operated natural gas utility who are affected 
by said change in rates who reside within the municipal boundaries and who present a petition to the Com-
mission alleging discrimination between said customer or group of customers and other customers of the 
municipal utility. Said petition shall be accompanied by evidence of discrimination.

All petitions should be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Vir-
ginia, 201 Brooks Street, P. O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323.

A complete copy of the proposed rates, as well as a representative of the utility to provide any informa-
tion requested concerning it, is available to all customers, prospective customers, or their agents at the 
Recorder’s Office, Town Hall, 956 Main Street, Clay, West Virginia 25043.

A copy of the proposed rates is available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary 
of the Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, P. O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323. 
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FMP BATTERIES! 
 
 

GENERATOR 
26R-$48.99 

MARINE /MOBILE HOME 
M24-930ST-$72.99 

M27-7DC-$80.99 
31TXXHD-$97.99 

 
VEHICLE 
35-$50.99 

47-90-$50.99 
48-91-$53.99 

24FHD-$57.99 
65HD-$68.99 

P75DT-$86.99 
 

LAWN  
51R-$43.99 

41R-300V$39.99 
41L-340V-$43.99 

 
ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 

 
 

 
➢  
➢  
➢  

 
➢ SEA FOAM - $10.99 
➢ MOUNTAIN SHINE CLEANER-$6.99 
➢ BLUE CORAL CLEANER- $4.99 TO $7.99 
➢ 0.95 WEED EATER STRING-$5.99 TO $38.99 
➢ MIXING OIL-$2.99 TO $4.99 
➢ SAFETY GLASSES- $2.99 
➢ ROTARY BAR AND CHAIN OIL $14.99 
➢ BELTS FOR LAWNMOWERS STARTING AT $8.99 
➢ BARS AND CHAINS FOR SAWS STARTING AT $12.99 

 

                                                         
 
 

Call us for best prices on parts for your car! 
Most parts are in stock or next day! 

We have replacement parts available for your lawn mower 
And chain saws! 

 
 

 
                                

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
 
2019 Toyota Highlander-V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Brown               $21,999.00 
2018 Ford F-150-Super Crew Cab, Auto, 4WD, V8, A/C, Tilt & Cruise                        $18,999.00 
2018 Dodge Grand Caravan-V6, Auto, Many Options, White       $7,999.00 
2017 Nissan Murano-V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White       $9,999.00 
2017 Chevy Silverado 1500-4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White        $9,999.00 
2016 Subaru Outback- Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Gray                $10,999.00 
2015 Chevy Malibu-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Power Doors/ Windows, Gray      $7,499.00 
2015 Chevy Spark-5 Speed Manual, A/C & Power Windows, Silver       $4,999.00 
2014 Toyota Avalon-V6, Auto, Many Options, Purple       $9,999.00 
2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, Many Options Including A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue                 $8,999.00 
2013 Ford Taurus-V6, Auto, Many Options, White         $7,999.00 
2013 Ford Taurus-V6, Many Options, Black          $5,999.00 
2013 Toyota Sienna-V6, Auto, 8 Passenger, Many Options, Black       $3,999.00 
2012 Hyundai Accent-4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, White         $3,999.00 
2010 Ford F-150-V8, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver        $4,999.00 
2010 Subaru Forester-AWD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver                                                   $4,999.00 
2008 Toyota Tacoma-V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue        $9,999.00 
2008 Toyota Sequoia-V8, Limited All Options, Tan         $9,999.00 
2007 Ford Ranger-Auto, V6, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black        $8,999.00 
2006 Nissan Maxima-V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Red                                                $6,999.00 

304-286-4671 or 304-286-3802 

 

 
 
     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

2017 Chevy Silverado 

 

2013 Ford Taurus 

 

2018 D Grand Caravan 

 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

 
 
 
 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
TIRE SALE 

 
MASTERCRAFT COURSER CXT-275-7018 10PLY $245.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT- 275-65-18 TR $184.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT 275-65-18 TR $139.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS 265-65-18 TR $155.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT 255-65-18 TR $129.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT COURSER TRAIL 245-60-18 HR $154.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 265-70-17 TR $129.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT COURSER TRAIL 265-70-17 TR $149.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT SRT TOURING 225-65-17 TR $109.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS 225-65-17 HR $124.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 225-60-17 HR $99.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-60-17 TR $129.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 215-60-16 VR $79.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT COURSER QUEST 215-60-16 VR $95.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT COURSER QUEST 195-65-15 HR $89.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 195-65-15 TR $94.99 EA. 
ATV-UTV TIRES 

CARLISLE 489 25-8-12 4 PR $109.99 EA. 
CARLISLE 489 25-10-12 4 PR $114.99 EA. 

LAWN TIRE 
CARLISLE TURF SAVER II 20-8-8 2PR $54.99 
POWER KING WING 25-8-12 6PR $109.99 EA. 

POWER KING WING  25-10-12 6PR $129.99 EA. 
POWER KING TERROROK 26-11-14 8 PR $144.99 EA. 

TRAILER TIRES 
MASTERTRACK UN 203 205-75-15 8 PR $74.99 EA. 
MASTERTRACK UN203 225-75-15 8 PR $79.99 EA 

LAWN TIRES 
HI-RUN TURF 15-6-6 2 PR $34.99 EA. 

WANDA TURF 16-16.50-8 4PR $39.99 EA. 
MISCELLANEOUS CAR TIRES 

MULTI SUPREME TOUR CSX 245-60-18 TR $139.99 EA. 
THUNDERER MOCH 1 PLUS 235-55-17 HR $94.99 EA. 
ROAD ONE CAVALRY AS 205-55-16 HR $105.99 EA. 

KELLY EDGE AS 205-55-16 VR $105.99 
 

ALL PRICES ARE CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD. 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE MOUNT & BALANCE. 

 
FREE ROTATION DOWN TO 2/32 TREAD. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH AVAILIBILTY. 
 

WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETETERS PRICES ON SAME TIRE. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

FEATURE VEHICLE 
 

 
 

2015 CHEVY MALIBU 
 
 

   Silver , black interior, tilt steering, air 
conditioning, steering wheel mounted 

controls, power door locks and windows, 
alloy wheels. 

 
                   $7,499.00 

 
 
 

Great in-store deals! 
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A
ALTA CHURCH OF GOD
Sunday Night Services
6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM Everyone 
is welcome! Pastor: Paul E.
Young

B
BELL CREEK
COMMUNITY BAPTIST
CHURCH
NO Scheduled Services
At This Time

BELL CREEK
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Dixie
Tuesday Night 6:00 PM
Thursday Night 6:00 PM
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
PM Pastor: Lee Holiday
(304) 632-1135

BETHEL BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah.
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM

BETHEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH, Porter Creek Road, 
Bomont, WV
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:30 PM
Thursday Night Service
7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Junior Davis

BICKMORE BAPTIST
CHURCH located at Bick-
more on Fola Road
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening services
7:00 PM
Pastor: Ralph D. Lane

BIG OTTER BAPTIST
CHURCH OF IVYDALE
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday prayer service and 
Bible Study 6:30 PM Pastor:
Danny Richardson

BIG UNION BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:15 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service 1st, 
3rd and 4th
Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
2nd Sunday Communion
Service 6:00 PM
Pastor: Pete Shaffer

BLUE KNOB CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM Everyone 
is Welcome!

BUFFALO VALLEY
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday
School 10:00 AM Worship
Service 11:00 AM Sunday
Evening Service
6:00 PM
Radio Broadcast, Sunday
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV
Summersville
Everyone Welcome Pastor:
Doug Newell IV

BURKE MEMORIAL 
METHODIST CHURCH in
Procious. Across Camp Creek
Bridge on the left. Preaching
Every Sunday
9:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM Bible 
Study every Wednesday 7:00 
PM Pastor: Jerry Chandler

C
CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
LIZEMORE
Prayer Service and Bible Study,
Tuesday 7:00 PM Regular
Service Sunday Nights at 7:00
PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore

CHURCH OF GOD
BENTREE
Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Come and worship the Lord
with us.
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr.
CLAY COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service 7:00
PM. Everyone welcome.

CLAY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship 11:00 AM.
Everyone is Welcome!
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins

CLENDENIN UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
10:00 AM – Sunday School
11:00 AM – Preaching
6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:30 PM
Pastor: Fred Walker

CLIO COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00
PM
Wednesday Worship
7:00 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: George Stickland

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall-
ing Rock, Clay County
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 AM
Sunday School 11:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:30 PM
Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM
Teachings from the King
James Bible
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Darris Barker

CORNERSTONE
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 7:00
PM
Wednesday Prayer Service/
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM
Pastor: Roy Huffman

E
ELK RIVER BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Saturday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: Brace Cook

F
FAIRVIEW BAPTIST
TEMPLE
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Pastor: Bret Wiley

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road
Sunday Service 6:00 PM
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy
Anderson

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Bomont, WV
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
and 6:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Nick Bird
Phone 304-548-6665

FLAT FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
Wednesday Prayer & Bible
Study 6:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM
Pastor: Chris Johnson

FOLA MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Adults Bible Study
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM
Pastor: Daniel Tanner

G
GAULEY BRIDGE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 AM
Junior BYF/Senior BYF
6:00 PM
Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study
7:00 PM
Wednesday Kids/Chilrcn/
Youth 7:00 PM
GOSPEL LIGHT
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Located on Rt. 119 at the
mouth of Gabe. All Sunday
night services begin at 7:00
PM. Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Rev. David Smith
GROVES CREEK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Friday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Dean Rogers

H
HALLBURG BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM 
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00 
PM
Pastor: Michael Jackson

HARTLAND COMMUNITY 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
6:00 PM
Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb

HORNERS FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 
6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Youth 
7:00 PM
Pastor: Joe Dawson

HOUSE OF PRAYER
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel, 
WV (off Rt. 36) 
Pentecostal/Full Gospel 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM 
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM 
Pastor: (304) 587-2996
(home), (304) 587-2703
(church)
Pastor: James R. Paxton

I
IDA BAPTIST CHURCH
Bentree
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM 
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM.
All ages welcome. Also 
have crafts, etc., all children 
welcome.
Pastor: Larry Skaggs

INDORE BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM 
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30 
Preaching Lunch
12:30-1:30 PM
Wednesday Service 
6:30-7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!

IVYDALE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00 
Everyone Welcome!
304-395-9990
Pastor: Freddie Elliott

J
JODIE BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Come Worship with Us! 
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Evening Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JOHNSON CREEK 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Vineyard Ridge
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 
7:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN 
CHURCH
103 Main Street, Clay, WV 
25043
Sunday 10:00 A.M. - 12 noon
For more info call 304-587-
4779
Pastor: David Davis

L
LAUREL FORK 
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah 
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM

LEATHERWOOD
FREEWILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 7:00 PM 
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM

LIBERTY ADVENT 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Night: Bible 
Study/Prayer Meeting and 
Youth Group 7:00 PM Pastor:
John Barnhouse

LICKFORK BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:00 every
Sunday Morning
Sunday Night Services
7:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Come worship with us!
Pastor: Herb Vance

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Mark Dudley
Phone 304-286-5909

LITTLE LAUREL
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: David McLaughlin

LIVING GOD WORSHIP
CENTER
We invite you to come and
worship with us.
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Pastor: Cecil Lee

LIZEMORE CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM
Church Service 11-12 Noon
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Robert Thomas

M
MAYSEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Monday Night Service
6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

MAYSEL MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Everyone Welcome
Pastor: Jim Hamrick

MIDDLE CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: John Osborne

MT. OLIVE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting

Everyone welcome!

MUD FORK CHURCH
Sunday & Jr. Worship
Service 10:00 AM Sunday
School 11:00 AM Sunday
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday
Night & Jr.

Church Service 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Christopher Stout

N
NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH
Preaching every Sunday
Morning at 10:00 AM

Sunday School 11:00 AM
Preaching, Prayer Meeting
Wednesday at 7:30 PM

NEW ANTIOCH
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer
Meeting 7:00 PM
Please join us in Praise!
Pastor: Gary Walker

NEWTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday
11:00 AM
Pastor: Kenneth Boggs

NEWTON BAPTIST
CHURCH

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet-

ing & Bible Study 7:00PM
Pastor: Darius Walker
Pastor Emeritus: Ron
Fisher

NOAH’S ARK FULL
GOSPEL CHURCH
Thursday 7:00 PM
Sunday 7:00 PM
Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr.

O
O’BRION ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching after Sunday
School. Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 7:00 PM
Pastor: James L. Balser

OVAPA METHODIST
CHURCH
Preaching every Sunday at
9:45 PM
Sunday School 10:30 AM
Sunday School on the 2nd
Sunday is at 10:00 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Phone 304-587-2955
Pastors: Cindy & Roger
Dunlap

OTTERLICK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
6:00 PM
Bible Study Thursday
6:00 PM
Pastor: Gene Copen

OTTERVALE ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday,
except 5th, 11:00 AM
Prayer Meeting Tuesday
Evening
Pastor: Rev. Rick Sams

P
PEOPLES COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Sunday Night Service 7:00
PM
Take time out for Jesus, he
took time our for you.
Pastor: Freddie Schoolcraft

PISGAH FREEWILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Bible Study
& preaching 6:00 PM
Pastor: Dennis Vance

PLEASANT DALE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching Sunday 11:00 AM
Wednesday night Bible Study
7:00 PM
Saturday Night Preaching
Pastor: Wayne Litton

PLEASANT HILL
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Wayne Smith

PROCIOUS
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Welcomes You!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:15 AM
Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: David Walker

Q
QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C.
CHURCH
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Thursday Night 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Scott Means

R
RISEN LORD CATHOLIC
CHURCH at Maysel
Sunday Liturgy 8:30 AM fol-
lowed by Religious Education
9:30 AM
Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Father Matheus Ro
SVD
Pastoral Associates: Father
Dominijus Boak SVD

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Prayer Meeting
7:00 PM
Sunday Worship 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Delbert McKenzie

RUSH FORK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday
11:00 AM
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday
Singing or Preaching
11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
Come see us in church.
Pastor: Harry Dobbins

S
STRANGE CREEK 
CHURCH
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Thursday Service 7:00 PM 
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Jason Belt

T
THE AMERICAN CHAPEL 
AT ELKHURST
Saturday Services 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM

Pastor: Hiram Lewis

TRINITY MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Worship 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night Service 
7:00 PM.
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Clifford Samples

U
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Service 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Service 7:00 
PMEveryone welcome
Pastor: Don Dobbins

UNITY GOSPEL 
TABERNACLE
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 11:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Prayer Service 
7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

V
VALLEY RIDGE 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday 
Night 7:00 PM
Evertyone is welcome to 
attend.

W
WALLBACK 
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun-
days 9:45 AM
Bible Study Wednesday Eve- 
ning 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome.
Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell

WALNUT GROVE 
UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays 
11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: (304) 332-5503
Pastor: Jimmy Adkins

WALNUT MEMORIAL 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Preaching 10:00 AM 
Thursday Evening Service 
7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Lester Tanner

WHITE PILGRIM 
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Paul Coon

WHITESTAR 
TABERNACLE CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:30 PM 
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall

WIDEN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service 
6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Randy Tinney

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE 
APOSTOLIC 
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below 
Maysel on the left
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM 
Sunday Night 6:00 PM 
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM 
Come worship the Lord with 
us!
Phone: (304) 587-7410
Pastor: Jerry Hanshaw
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by  Henry Culvyhouse for Moun-
tain State Spotlight, www.moun-
tainstatespotlight.com

This story was originally published 
by Mountain State Spotlight. Get sto-
ries like this delivered to your email 
inbox once a week; sign up for the 
free newsletter at  https://mountain-
statespotlight.org/newsletter.

As Congress moves toward cutting 
crucial funding that helps West Vir-
ginians — many of them elderly or 
disabled or children — get the food 
they need, state elected officials so 
far have no plan to reduce the harm.

Under a plan passed by the U.S. 
House of Representatives last week, 
funding for SNAP, formerly known as 
food stamps, and Medicaid would be 
cut to pay for tax cuts that dispropor-
tionately go to the wealthy. 

On the day the bill passed the 
House, Sen. Amy Klobuchar, a Dem-
ocrat from Minnesota, who sits on 
the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry Committee, which oversees 
SNAP legislation made a statement.

“House Republicans are pulling the 
rug out from under millions of fami-
lies by taking away federal assistance 
to put food on the table,” she said. 

Sen. Jim Justice, who sits on the 
same committee, did not respond to 
questions about the legislation. 

Since its inception, SNAP has been 
100% paid for by the federal govern-
ment. 

Under the current proposal, states 
would be required to chip in 5% to 
25% of the cost, based on their rate of 
errors, meaning percentage of over-
payments or underpayments of bene-
fits. The changes would go into effect 
in October 2028. 

The U.S. Senate is expected to start 
working on the bill when it returns 
to business on June 2. While moder-
ate Republicans and hard-nosed defi-
cit watchers are at odds over cuts to 
Medicaid, cuts to SNAP haven’t been 
a big topic of conversation. 

Sen. Shelley Moore Capito, who 
sits on the powerful Senate commit-
tee that decides how federal dollars 
are spent, said the cost-sharing ar-
rangement was news to her during a 
press call last week. 

“I am not sure how I feel. I don’t 
know how it would impact the state 
of West Virginia if it was a match,” 
Capito said. “I need to do my home-

work on that.”
Excluding COVID years — when 

West Virginia expanded SNAP to 
more families with children — the 
program has on average over the last 
decade served 280,000 people in the 
state at a cost of $484 million per 
year. However, the average payment 
error rate over that same time period 
would result in the state paying 15% 
of the cost, which equals roughly to 
$72.6 million to keep assistance go-
ing to the same number of people.

The amount states pay will vary 
from year-to-year, because the error 
rate changes. For instance, the state’s 
error rate in 2023 was higher than it’s 
been in the last decade, and under 
the new proposal, it would result in 
a 25% cost share or around $141 mil-
lion. 

In addition to sharing the cost of 
the assistance, the bill would require 
states to take on more of the pro-
gram’s administrative costs.

But the governor’s office was al-
ready projecting about a $400 million 
shortfall in the next budget year, and 
that’s without the additional cost of 
food stamps. 

“This is a brand new problem for 

the state,” said Sean O’Leary, a bud-
get analyst for the West Virginia Cen-
ter on Budget and Policy. 

Ideally, O’Leary said the state could 
raise taxes to pay for the new cost. 
But given  the income tax cut  passed 
on the state level and vows by the 
state’s Republican controlled Legis-
lature to avoid raising taxes, that’s 
highly unlikely.

Instead, lawmakers could keep the 
same amount of people on SNAP by 
cutting other areas of the budget, like 
pay raises for employees or other so-
cial service programs, O’Leary not-
ed. Or they could change eligibility 
requirements and reduce the number 
of people who get assistance. 

And it’s not just beneficiaries who 
could lose out. 

For every one dollar spent in SNAP, 
the United States Department of Ag-
riculture  estimates  $1.50 is put back 
into the economy. That means SNAP 
spending can generate between $700 
and $800 million in the state’s econ-
omy per year, either through people 
spending their food stamps, or being 
able to pay for other goods because 
they don’t have to spend cash on a 
certain amount of food.  

But even with potential budgetary 
and economic losses coming down 
the line, state leaders have been mum 
about the changes. 

In a joint statement, West Virginia 
House Speaker Roger Hanshaw and 
Senate President Randy Smith said 
they are monitoring what’s happening 
in Congress and staying in communi-
cation with decision makers in D.C.

“Any discussions of additional fis-
cal implications are premature,” the 
politicians said. 

House Finance Chair Vernon Criss 
said he’s waiting to see what “the sau-
sage factory” turns out in D.C, too. 

Gov. Patrick Morrisey, who is 
charged with introducing the frame-
work of a budget every year, did not 
reply to questions. Not that SNAP 
isn’t on his mind – last week, he an-
nounced that he was asking the fed-
eral government to stop West Virgin-
ians from using SNAP money for pop. 

But up in D.C., West Virginia’s 
two U.S. Representatives, Carol 
Miller and Riley Moore, were  busy 
congratulating  themselves in  help-
ing move  the bill forward. Amid the 
praise for tax cuts, neither said a 
word about the threat to SNAP.

Thousands of West Virginians could lose SNAP in 
federal cuts. State politicians haven’t offered solutions.

A federal cost-sharing proposal for food stamps could cost West Virginia from $60 to $100 
million. State legislative leaders said it’s too early to talk about how they would pay for it.

Sen. Jim Justice gives a farewell address to state lawmakers earlier this year in Charleston. Photo courtesy the Governor’s 
Office.

Big Otter Elementary School recently 
held its fifth annual Brave Warrior Chal-
lenge. Students raced through an amaz-
ing obstacle course, danced on the field, 
and enjoyed popsicles afterward. With 
the help of friends, family members, and 
businesses, students also raised money 

for our school. 
This year’s t-shirt was designed by 

5th grade students Lyla Titus and David 
Ferrell.  For the silly string challenge, 38 
students silly stringed the principal, Mr. 
Boggs.  The weekend top class challenge 
was Ms. Douglas’ 1st grade class.  These 

students were rewarded by super-soaking 
Mr. Boggs with water while he rode his 
bike around the field.   The overall top 
class was Mrs. Collins’ Kindergarten 
class.   They received an all-day field 
day, popsicles, and pizza.   The top stu-
dents were 4th  grader Harper Faulkner 

and Kindergartener Layla Brogan.  These 
students each earned a Visa gift card.  

A huge thank you to all of the vol-
unteers and PTO for helping make the 
Brave Warrior Challenge a great success 
for our students!  It’s a great day to be a 
Big Otter Brave!

Big Otter students participate in Brave Warrior Challenge 
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Allen Hamrick
There isn’t a speck of doubt in anyone’s 

mind that January to May has been a cool 
and wet period of time.  In late March and 
early April, taters were planted and taters 
rotted in the ground with just a few to sur-
vive.   The sun made a few appearances, 
but the temperature stayed fall like on the 
John Deere thermometer hanging on the 
front porch.   The local school system is 
nearly ready to close the doors on another 
year as students and teachers are set to 
herald in the summer with all the passion 
of a Harlequin romance novel if only the 
calendar would stop being extended due to 
emergency closures.   Summer trips were 
marked on the calendar in the dark days 
of winter and camping gear was taken out 
of storage and replaced due to mice dam-
age…but hey, a new and improved tent 
was in order anyway.  All this in hopes that 
summer will return from the South Pole in 
time for the summertime fun that will end 
as quickly as it begins.

West Virginia is full of streams, trails, 
rivers, lakes, and camp grounds that draw 
a person into a world of peace and coal 
black coffee heated to perfection on open 
flame grills.   Fresh trout on an open spit 
and steaks on hot coals, it just doesn’t get 
any better than that.    That’s, of course, 
if you’re a true blue, bib overall wearing 
West Virginian who prefers the smell of 
camp smoke deodorant.  Quite a few will 
head to the beaches that line the coast line 
and get their much needed soul stirring 
ocean sun rises and sunsets along with 
the fresh baked lobster tan seared evenly 
over a span of a week.   Many will just 
hang around home and utilize the many 
trails hidden in the mountains and val-
leys of good ol’ Almost Heaven to get the 
heart pumping after all the days of sitting 
the bench over the lingering winter and 
spring.

Biking is always available for those that 

are up for adventure whether it’s on moun-
tain trails, flat trails or endurance rides. 
The Elk River Trail is wide open now 
from Gassaway to Clendenin.   If you’re 
truly up for an adventurous ride, don’t for-
get County Route 30.  This is a route lit-
tered with obstacles that will prove to test 
mental and physical endurance to the lim-
its.  This road has been used by the people 
who settled this area years ago as well as 
logging companies and mining companies 
that have both ceased operations for the 
most part.   County Road 30 is roughly a 
14 mile stretch that begins in the wilds of 
Nicholas County and snakes through the 
hills to end up in Dundon, Clay County.   It 
isn’t a ride for the faint at heart and you’d 
better make sure there is a chuck wagon 
that follows the group.  It’s a ride full of 
creeks, rocks, stretches of mud, brutal up 
hills, and high speed down hills.   It’s an 
epic ride and just surviving it is a daunt-
ing task.

Little League will hopefully be up and 
running soon, and later on new seasons at 
CCMS and CCHS will begin with sum-
mer flex practices.  The Elk River is run-
ning, kayaks will start filling the pockets 
and the small jaws will be biting.   Clay 
County Schools will have a summer camp 
offering for both elementary and second-
ary students and will begin on June 23 
and end July 31. There will be sessions 
in music, art, sports, theater, wood work-
ing, fishing lure making, leather work, RC 
Cars and more at CCHS as well as equally 
exciting activities at Clay Elementary for 
younger attendees.   Parents and students 
interested in any of these opportunities 
need to be   sure to check out 21st Cen-
tury activities on the Clay County Schools 
website, claycountyschools.org.  Summer 
is just around the corner in Clay County, 
and there’s a lot of fun to be had. Get out 
and enjoy it somewhere between work 
and bed.

It’s time to shed the jackets and jump into summer

 Many trails and remote campsites wait to be enjoyed.Ocean sunsets call to those needing time away from the every day.

Last year’s students worked on discovering Bigfoot in the summer camp program.

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins has 
announced the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Forest Service is deploying resources to assist the wildfire 
response currently impacting Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 
Ontario, and Alberta, Canada. The Canadian Interagency 

Forest Fire Center raised the wildfire preparedness level 
to 5 on May 29, 2025, as the country is experiencing very 
high to extreme wildfire activity. USDA deployed an air-
tanker to Alberta, on May 31st, and the United States is 
mobilizing over 150 firefighters and support personnel to 
assist with the Canadian wildfire response.  The United 
States is also mobilizing other equipment including sprin-
kler kits, pumps, and hoses. 

“We are here to help our neighbors during their time of 
need, and our Forest Service Wildland Firefighters are the 
best in the business. I am thankful for the men and women 
who are bravely stepping up to serve. We pray for their 
success as they fight fires and save lives,” said Secretary 
Rollins.

The current fire activity in the United States remains 
normal. USDA will retain readiness and if we anticipate 
any operational needs, we reserve the right to recall our re-
sources. USDA Forest Service operational readiness will 
never be diminished.

USDA Sends Fire Resources to Assist 
Canada Wildfire Response

Spring showers may 
bring costly home 
repairs

Spring showers may Spring showers may 

Spring rain can overwhelm clogged gutters, leading 
to overfl ow causing damage to your home.

Promo Code: 285

TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION CALL 1-844-295-2840

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This off er cannot be combined with any other promotion or off er. 
No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Expires: 6/30/25. See website for all license and registration numbers. 

SAVE $160
12 TOP WINES + BONUS GIFTS

Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip137
or call 1.877.283.6687 and mention code AGJF002
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $20,000.00

Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Cash to help pay your funeral, medical bills 
or other fi nal expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

Call for your FREE 
Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv
Plus — you’ll also get a FREE

Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

Your Ad Could 
Be Here!
Call us at  

304-647-5724


