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U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke 
L. Rollins provided an update on the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
comprehensive, five-pronged strategy an-
nounced in February  to combat Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI). 
Wholesale egg prices have now dropped 
64%, with retail prices falling 27% from 
their peak earlier this year. We must re-
main diligent, and egg farmers and pro-
ducers can continue to utilize USDA 
resources to conduct biosecurity assess-
ments before the Fall.

“When President Trump entered office, 
the cost of eggs was at a record high, se-
riously denting consumers’ wallets after 
years of awful inflation. On my first day 
as Secretary, we got to work to imple-

ment a five-pronged strategy to improve 
biosecurity on the farm and lower egg 
prices on grocery store shelves. The plan 
has worked, and families are seeing relief 
with egg prices driving food deflation in 
the April Consumer Price Index,”  said 
Secretary Rollins. “While we are proud 
that over 900 biosecurity assessments 
have been conducted to date, resources 
remain available, and we are urging poul-
try farmers of all sizes to get your assess-
ments done today before a potentially 
challenging fall.”

Investing in Gold-Standard Biosecu-
rity Measures for All U.S. Poultry Pro-
ducers

USDA is covering the full cost of the 
assessments as well as supporting part of 

Secretary Rollins Provides 
Update on Bird Flu Strategy, 
Egg Prices Continue to Fall

USDA Encourages Ongoing Vigilance 
and Biosecurity

Fireworks over Clay. Allen Hamrick Photo

Remembering the beginning 
of America

The Clay County Golden Deli-
cious Festival Committee is accept-
ing nominations for the 2025 Golden 
Delicious Belle.  The nominee must 
be a resident of Clay County who is at 
least 65 years in age.   Your nomina-
tion letter should tell why you think 
the person should be named the 2025 
Belle and must include a non-return-
able photo to use for printing.  

All entries should include a contact 
person’s name, and phone number 
for the person providing the entry, as 
well as the name and phone number 

of the person nominated.   All entries 
must be received by Friday, July 25, 
2025.  

Entries may be mailed to: CC-
GDF Apple Belle Nomination, Attn: 
Laura Scott, P.O. Box 416, Clay WV  
25043, or can be dropped off at the 
Clay County Assessor’s office to Te-
resa Davis.  Submissions can also be 
emailed with a photo attachment to 
clayapplefestival@gmail.com. 

The festival Board of Directors will 
vote for a winner during the August 
2025 board meeting.

2025 Clay County Golden Delicious 
Belle nomination period open

By Brett Peveto for WVNS
As the budget reconciliation bill moves 

through the Senate,  West Virginia  still 
faces cuts to a key food support program. 
The House budget reconciliation pro-
posal cut $300 billion, about 30% from 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program or SNAP. While senators have 
reduced that cut by nearly one-third, it’s 
anticipated millions of Americans would 
still lose access.

More than 2,200 West Virginia retail-
ers accept SNAP.

Caitlin Cook, director of advocacy and 
public policy with the Mountaineer Food 
Bank, said cutting this program will tend 
to shrink local economies.

“SNAP benefits are a lifeline in a lot 
of rural grocery stores,” she explained. 
“For every SNAP dollar, there’s a $1.50 
economic impact. So, without a doubt, 
SNAP cuts are going to hit our state very 
hard because of the high level of food in-
security.”

More than 275,000 West Virginians 
use SNAP to help keep food on the table, 
which includes 94,000 kids and more 
than 50,000 seniors.

Reports this week indicate the Sen-
ate parliamentarian will approve a pro-
vision  shifting  some costs to the states. 
For states with a SNAP error rate above 
6%, that cost could run as high as 15%. 
The SNAP error rate measures how ac-
curately states determine eligibility and 
benefits, including overpayments and 
underpayments. The error rate is not a 
measure of fraud. Errors are typically un-
intentional, and many are clerical errors 
from state agencies. Only one state has 
never had an error rate above 6% since 
recording began in 2003. The 2023 error 

rate in West Virginia was nearly 11%, and 
Cook said introducing this variance into 
the system will have consequences.

“If this goes through, a person that 
lives across the border in Ohio may have 
greater access to food assistance by virtue 
of them living in Ohio,” Cook explained. 
“It is dependent on what state you live in, 
as to how successful their SNAP program 
is run.”

Currently errors are corrected, with 
overpayments being paid back to states, 
and underpayments reimbursed to house-
holds. States with a high error rate for 
two consecutive years are charged a pen-
alty under current policy.

Both Senate and House versions of the 
bill will also reduce the federal share of 
administrative costs by half, pushing the 
state and county share of admin costs to 
75%. The combined cost shift of error 
rate penalty and admin expense is esti-
mated to be $84 million a year for West 
Virginia, with an estimated loss of 32 
million meals. Both versions of the bill 
have expanded work requirements and 
reduced exemptions, with the Senate ver-
sion adding work requirements for older 
adults 55 to 64 and parents with children 
over age 9.

Vince Hall, chief government relations 
officer with Feeding America, sees work 
requirements as a misguided priority.

“The vast majority of people who are 
able to work are working,” he said. “The 
bad news is that their wages, even with 
sometimes two full-time jobs, are so in-
sufficient that despite how hard they are 
working, they are still unable to afford 
the basics of rent, food and health care.”

Last year SNAP injected more than 
$550 million into the state’s economy.

Senate poised to cut benefits, increase 
SNAP costs for West Virginia

The Braxton County Fair is set to take 
place this year from July 29 to August 
2 at Holly Gray Park in Sutton, WV at 
Holly Gray Park. There will be carnival 
rides from Wednesday through Satur-
day, inflatables from Wednesday through 
Friday, and monster truck rides from 
Wednesday through Saturday during Fair 
hours for $10 per rider. 

Daily admission varies:
Tuesday, July 29: $5 per car (Taste of 

the Fair - no rides or inflatables)
Wednesday, July 30: $7 (Family Night)
Thursday, July 31: $8
Friday, August 1: $12
Saturday, August 2: $15. 
Season tickets cost $35, and children 

two and under are admitted for free. 
Paid admission includes all shows & 

carnival rides (except Tuesday, Taste of 
the Fair.) Concert Reserved Seating for 
Saturday is $10.

On the Midway: Wednesday through 
Thursday hours are 6 to 10 p.m., Friday 
is 6 to 11 p.m., and Saturday is noon to 5 
p.m. then 6 to 11 p.m.

Daily Highlights:
Tuesday, July 29: Taste of the Fair with 

flea market, exhibits, livestock, and ven-
dors. No rides or inflatables.

Wednesday, July 30:  Opening Cer-
emonies with WV Commissioner of Ag-
riculture Kent Leonhardt and American 
Legion Post 33, Rabbit, Beef and Swine 
Shows, and “Meet Ana & Elsa, Belle, 
Sleeping Beauty, Rapunzel, Mirabel and 
Captain Jack from the Little Glass Slip-
per!”

Thursday, July 31:  Sheep and Goat 
Shows, Talent Show.

Friday, August 1:  Square Dancing, 
4-H/FFA Livestock Sale, Demolition 
Derby.

Saturday, August 2:  Karen Carr Me-
morial Car, Truck, Tractor & Motorcycle 
Show, Mud Bog, Down on the Farm 
activities, Cody Clayton Eagle concert 
(7:30 p.m.), Little Texas concert (9:00 
p.m.), and a Fireworks Display.

Little Texas and Cody Clayton 
Eagle headline Braxton 

County Fair

Little Texas will perform at 9 p.m. on Aug. 2.

Cody Clayton Eagle will perform at 7:30 
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 2.
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Puzzle Answers

The Birch River PSD will hold its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, July 8, at 9 a.m., at the PSD office 
in Birch River.

The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main Street in Clay is open to serve the public every Monday 
and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Russell Glen Moore Jr.
Booked 6/25/25

Domestic assault, domestic 
battery, malicious wounding

Jazmir Tyheem Young
Booked 6/26/25

Fleeing with reckless indif-
ference, driving revoked, 

possession with intent

George Franklin Cason
Booked 6/30/25

Possession of controlled 
substance

Andrew Tyler Dennison
Booked 6/28/25

Driving revoked for DUI, 
possession of marijuana, no 

insurance

William T. Gump Jr.
Booked 6/23/25

Fugitive from justice

Chester Dewayne Keen
Booked 6/30/25

No insurance, driving 
revoked for DUI third, ob-
structing an officer, posses-
sion of controlled substance

Damien Charles Short
Booked 6/30/25

Destruction of property, 
refusal to submit to tests, 
obstructing an officer, ag-

gravated DUI

Calvin Ellsworth 
Hyer, 94, passed away 
peacefully on May 9, 
2025 at his home in 
Hoover, AL.

Cal was preceded  in 
death by his father, 
O.O.”Buck” Hyer; 
mother, Icie McCracken 
Hyer; and sister, Mary 
Hyer Cupp.

Cal is survived by his 

wife of 70 years, June 
Shinn Hyer; son, Bruce 
Edgar Hyer (Cathy); 
daughter, Stephanie 
Hyer Rubens (Fred); 
five grandchildren; and 
six great-grandchildren.

A graveside service 
will be held at the Hyer 
Cemetary  on O›Brion 
Creek on July 5, 2025 at 
2:00 PM, followed by a 
reception at the home of 
Bruce and Cathy Hyer.

Mary Lou (Douglas) 
Means of Ivydale, WV 
went to be with Jesus 
on June 22, 2025, at 89 
years of age.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Louis P. Means, par-
ents, Ray Douglas and 
Gertude Amy (Brannon) 
Douglas and bother Paul 

Ray Douglas and wife 
Letha (Bledsoe) Douglas.

She is survived by sis-
ter Nina Sue (Douglas) 
Yost of South Charleston, 
son Jeremy Ray Gardner 
and wife Linda of Wis-
casset, ME, daughter 
Mary Lucinda (Cindy) 
Curry and husband Barry 
of Duck, WV.  Grandchil-
dren Alia Tanner and hus-
band Frank of Ivydale, 
WV, Bethany Morris and 
husband Christopher of 
Maryville, TN, Ethan 
Curry of Culpepper, VA, 
Leah Campbell of Bath, 
ME and James Humphrey 
of Lewiston, ME as well 
as four great grandchil-
dren Allison Miller, Liam 
Morris, Josie Curry, and 
Cadence Thompson and 
niece Amy Yost and great 
nephew Sean Yost.

She was loved and 
will be missed by her 
many friends, family and 
church community.

Mary was a gradu-
ate of South Charleston 
High School, earned her 
bachelor’s degree (1958) 
at Marshall College and 
master’s degree (1965) 
from Marshall Universi-
ty.  She taught school for 
30 years in both Kanawha 
and Putnam counties and 
was a principal at Home-
town Elementary School.  
She was a past President 
of the Delta Kappa Gam-
ma Society, WV Chapter, 
and a lifetime member of 
the National Education 
Association.

She served as the mu-
sic leader and treasurer 
of Rush Fork Community 
Church for many years 

after her retirement and 
return to Big Otter in 
Clay County where she 
was born.

There will be a cel-
ebration of Mary’s life at 
2:00pm on July 6, 2025, 
at Rush Fork Community 
Church on Dink Road, 
Ivydale, WV.   In leu of 
flowers please make do-
nations in remembrance 
of Mary Means to Sa-
maritan’s Purse https://
www.samaritanspurse.
org/our-ministry/donate-
online  or charity of your 
choice.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at www.carlwilsonfuner-
alhome.com

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Means fam-
ily.

Calvin Hyer

Mary Lou

Billy Ray Fields, 69, 
of Ovapa, West Virginia, 
passed away peacefully in 
his sleep on June 26, 2025, 
at Charleston Area Medi-
cal Center in Charleston, 
WV.

Born on April 16, 1956, 
in Charleston, Billy was 
the beloved son of Vic-

toria Murphy Fields and 
Harley Fields. A man 
known for his strength, 
kindness, and deep devo-
tion to family, Bill was a 
loving son, husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, brother, 
and uncle whose memory 
will forever live on in the 
hearts of those who knew 
and loved him.

In March 1977, Bill be-
gan a lifelong career with 
Columbia Natural Re-
sources, later TransCana-
da, where he worked dili-
gently as an Operator for 
42 years until his retire-
ment on April 16, 2019.

Following retirement, 
Bill enjoyed the peace of 
nature hikes, the joy of 
watching his grandchil-
dren grow, and the special 

moments spent cheering 
on William and Cali at 
their sports events. One of 
his greatest joys was host-
ing his grandson Isaiah 
every summer from birth 
through age 11. Fam-
ily beach trips to Myrtle 
Beach were always cher-
ished traditions that will 
be forever remembered.

Bill is survived by his 
amazing wife of 46 years, 
Dian Carol Holcomb 
Fields of Ovapa; his sis-
ter Joann Fields Polidori 
of Big Chimney, WV; his 
daughter Jennifer Paige 
Fields Cameron (Joshua 
James Cameron) of Du-
Pont, WA; his son Daniel 
Scott Fields (Dana Marie 
Taylor Fields) of Ovapa, 
WV; and his grandchil-

dren: Isaiah James Cam-
eron of DuPont, WA; Wil-
liam Scott Fields and Cali 
Paige Fields of Ovapa, 
WV.

Visiting Wake Services 
will be held at Wilson 
Smith Funeral Home on 
Wednesday, July 2, 2025. 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Funeral services will 
be held Thursday July 3, 
2025, at Wilson Smith Fu-
neral Home beginning at 
11:00 am.

Bill’s presence, laugh-
ter, and unwavering love 
will be deeply missed. His 
spirit will live on in the 
memories he helped create 
and the lives he touched.

Wilson Smith Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Fields family.

Billy Fields

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS
Appalachian Power plans to maintain a portion of its power line rights-of-way in West Virginia through the aerial 
application of registered herbicides. Weather permitting, the program will begin on or about June 1, 2025.
Questions about the program or information about sensitive areas near the power lines listed below, such as springs, 
wells, streams, lakes, ponds, orchards, crop areas, gardens, pastures, meadows, year-round dwellings, public 
recreation areas and Christmas tree farms, may be directed to the company by calling toll-free 1-800-642-3622. 
Maps showing the location of rights-of-way to be maintained are available for review upon request.
Right-of-way maintenance agreements between Appalachian Power and landowners are available to landowners 
who prefer to accept responsibility for clearing the right-of-way crossing their property instead of the company’s aerial 
application of herbicides. The agreement compensates the landowner by an amount equivalent to the cost of aerial 
herbicide application, provided the work meets Appalachian Power’s specifications. Landowners desiring to enter 
right-of- way maintenance agreements with Appalachian Power should call the toll-free number above.
Herbicides to be used have been extensively tested and are registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
and the West Virginia Department of Agriculture. They are imazapyr, metsulfuron methyl, fosamine, triclopyr, 
aminocy-clopyrachlor and aminopyralid. All applications are performed by certified applicators.

Rights-of-way involved in the program are:

CLAY COUNTY
Bright Coal Company Tap 46kV – A transmission line on wood structures beginning at a tap off the Belva-
Clendenin 46kV line, running west approximately one mile and ending at a dead end.

Spring showers may 
bring costly home 
repairs

Spring showers may 

Free inspections + estimate – Call 1-844-295-2840

Spring rain can overwhelm 
clogged gutters, leading to 
overfl ow causing damage to 
your home.

Promo Code: 285

TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION CALL 1-844-295-2840

The most 
eff ective gutter 
protection for 
your home.

75% OFF + $250
Limited time only!*

Installation Discount

Bonus off er!*

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This off er cannot be combined 
with 

any other promotion or off er. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Expires: 6/30/25. 
See website for all license and registration numbers. See representative for full warranty 

details.



2 - The Clay County Free Press, Thursday, July 3, 2025 	  	   			      					                                                                                                         Thursday, July 3, 2025 The Clay County Free Press - 3

Clay County Free Press
Editor

Sarah Richardson: news@claycountyfreepress.com
AdvErtising

Debra Smith: debra@mountainmedianews.com
subscriptions

subscriptions@claycountyfreepress.com
publishEr

Michael Showell, Publisher
The Clay County Free Press (USPS 116-660)  
is published weekly at 291 Main Street, Clay,  
West Virginia. Subscription Rate: In County $32.00; 
In-State $42.00; Out-of-State $45.00

Address all mail (subscription, change of address) to:
P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901 or  

call 304-647-5724 or Fax 304-647-5767.

Postmaster:
Please provide old address and your new address.

Dr. James L. Snyder
Lately, the temperature in Florida has topped 100°. I 

saw on the news that the Northeast is also hitting 100°.
It’s easy to see why everyone wants to come to Flor-

ida. If they can’t, they wish for some of our heat. Well, 
good luck with that. We’ll send you all you can handle.

The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage and I have 
lived in Florida for over thirty years. We’ve enjoyed ev-
ery single day, and we have no plans to leave. At first the 
heat was more than we expected, but within a short time 
we got used to it. Now we enjoy it.

Records show this is the hottest June our country has 
seen. This heat has serious consequences. The human 
body can’t handle such heat for long.

Just the other day, The Gracious Mistress of the Par-
sonage complained about how hot it was. “Oh, my,” she 
said, “where does all this heat come from?”

For a moment, I almost answered. But after 54 years 
of blissful marriage, I’ve learned when to speak and 
when to stay quiet. Of course, I’m still learning when to 
speak. That’s one of my biggest challenges.

I could have said, “It’s summer, the sun is out, and the 
heat comes from the sun.” But I knew that wasn’t the 
answer she wanted, so I held back.

I remember my father saying that life isn’t about 
numbers but attitude. I’m starting to understand what 
he meant.

When I was young I had two female dogs at home, 
male dogs in the neighborhood would gather in our 
backyard when the females were “in heat.” It was some-
thing beyond my control even though I tried.

But that’s not the attitude I mean here.
At my stage in life, when I step out into the hot sun, 

I start sweating. That sweat drives me crazy. The sweat 
runs from the top of my head all the way to the bottom 
of my feet. Everything about me is soaked. Believe me, 
it’s not my favorite attitude.

I walked into the house and The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage looked up and asked, “Did you take 
a shower with your clothes on?” Then she laughs. I did 
not respond.

My recliner is next to our big glass door. I can see the 
sun shining and feel the heat. I sigh deeply because I’m 
glad to be on the cool side. I enjoy the heat outside while 
I stay cool indoors.

One thing about this heat season that I have learned is, 
I avoid driving when it’s this hot—not because my A/C 
doesn’t work, but because other drivers have attitudes I 
can’t relate to. The other day, I was driving across town. 
I saw cars go by with drivers shaking their fists out the 
window. It’s like they thought that would fix anything!

If I shook my fist, it would only create more prob-

lems. I don’t think those drivers realized that shaking 
their fists out the window didn’t make the heat go away.

I don’t want to drive among those people. After all, I 
love living.

One great perk of being retired is that I can choose not 
to drive if I don’t want to. I am increasingly appreciat-
ing that.

My body isn’t as strong as it used to be, so I avoid the 
100° heat whenever possible. I respect my body, even if 
I’m not sure it respects me. That’s a different issue.

In the late afternoon, the sun had been blazing all day 
and showed no signs of letting up. I was in my recliner 
drinking some ice tea when The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage sat down in the rocking chair and asked, 
“When will this heat go away?”

I chuckled to myself, remembering about a month ago 
a cloudy day with rain. Back then, she looked out the 
window and asked, “Where in the world is the sun?”

I wanted to respond, “My dear, the sun is in the sky, 
just above the clouds.”

You have no idea how much I wanted to say that, but 
being a seasoned and successful husband, I kept it to 
myself.

The heat is not about numbers; it’s about attitude. 
Some people’s attitudes make me uncomfortable. Shak-
ing fists and yelling at the sky show an attitude not root-
ed in sanity.

One of the best things about a hot, sunny afternoon 
is, I can sit down and enjoy it in a cool atmosphere. I 
remember those days far, far away when I lived up north 
and had to look out the window and see white fluffy stuff 
fill up our yard and driveway. Maybe if I would’ve stood 
there and shook my fist at the snow it would have gone 
away. If only I knew that back then.

Now that I have experienced both of these weathers, 
the hot and the cold, I have chosen the hot weather. And 
I am unanimous in that decision.

While contemplating on this I thought of some scrip-
ture.

“My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into div-
ers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your 
faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting noth-
ing” (James 1:2-4).

My attitude should not be based on what’s going 
on around me. The heat and the cold comes and goes, 
but my relationship with God is firmly rooted in God’s 
Word.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-216-
3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.com

Slim Randles
 “This is ‘bout the best time of year,” said Steve, “to 

get out and do something fun, like go to a rodeo.”
   “Awful cold out there right now, Steve,” said Doc, 

who has more degrees than a thermometer. “I guess it’s 
a good thing they have all those building rodeos these 
days.”

  “Well, that would take all the sport out of it, wouldn’t 
it?” Steve said. “Dud, pass the sugar please.”

  Dud passed the sugar. “Don’t know what you mean, 
Steve. Why would it take all the sport out of rodeo if the 
folks in the stands were comfortable?”

  “Cold factor,” he said.
  “What?”
  Now Steve was our resident cowboy here at the Mule 

Barn truck stop’s philosophy counter. He still worked on 
ranches and lived in bunkhouses and saddled his horses 
one at a time, but his rodeo days were far behind him. 
It’s a sport with a very short career … one way or an-
other.

  “You see,” Steve said, “when it’s cold, the rough 
stock bucks harder … ‘specially the broncs. Not sure 
why, but you can see it even with broke horses. On a 
cold morning, they’re liable to hump their backs and 
hop a few times just for fun, or to shake out the kinks. 
Same with rodeo broncs. With them, I think it’s just 
more fun, though.”

  “Well, I can see where watching broncs in cold 
weather would make it more fun to watch,” Doc said.

  “That’s only half of it,” Steve said, grinning. “Those 
poor cowboys who ride them are cold and stiff, too. 
Doesn’t help much with riding rank stock. And that’s the 
reason it’s more fun to watch a rodeo in cold weather. It 
tends to rain frozen cowboys.”

--------
Brought to you by Ol’ Jimmy Dollar, Slim’s children’s 

book about a happy hounddog man and his “kids.” See 
it at riograndebooks.com.

By Joe Mazzella
One of the most beautiful signs of summer here in 

the mountains of my home isn’t the flowers, or the trees 
or the early morning sunrises. It is instead the return of 
the work camps. These are week long trips that church 
groups make into our area to help people to make home 
repairs that they couldn’t afford to do themselves. They 
are mostly kind-hearted teenagers giving up part of their 
summer vacation. They are always supervised, though, 
by experienced builders who know what they are doing. 
It always brings a smile to my face and a joy to my heart 
to see them out there in the hot, summer sun working to 
help those who need it most, with their only pay being 
the love in their hearts.

I remember watching one group building a new set 
of steps for a front porch one year. It was five teenagers 
being supervised by one adult. What got me the most 
was listening to him encouraging them. I lost count of 
how many times he said, “Good Job” or “Doing good” 
to them. There was one girl, however, who obviously 
had never held a hammer before. She bent 3 nails in a 
row working on one board. Finally the man knelt down 
beside her and instead of criticizing her, gave her a 
ten minute tutorial on how to hammer a nail. When he 
was done she tried again with a weak smile on her face 
and drove the nail in like an expert carpenter. The man 
looked down at her work and said, “Doing good!” once 
again. And I smiled and thought to myself, “Yes! they 
truly are DOING GOOD in this world.”

Wayne Dyer wrote, “For every act of unkindness 
there are a million kind acts.” And I see those acts of 
kindness, those acts of goodness, and those acts of Love 
every time I see one of these work camps helping those 
in need. They truly are doing God’s work with hammers 
and saws and smiles and a lot of Love in their hearts. 
May we all learn from their example.

Heat Is Not Just a Number, It’s an Attitude

Doing Good And 
Being Kind

Home Country
The West Virginia Department of Education 

(WVDE) is once again working with local partners 
to support child nutrition this summer. Through 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), the WVDE administers the Summer Food 
Service Program (SFSP) feeding sites. This gives 
access to nutritious meals to those 18 years of age 
and younger. The USDA offers a website outlining 
locations to easily find feeding sites throughout the 
state and country. More than 400 locations in West 
Virginia serve meal at various times throughout the 
summer.

Each year, the SFSP ensures children have ac-
cess to meals when schools are not in session. The 
WVDE accepts applications in the spring for organi-

zations interested in hosting sites, including schools, 
churches, community centers, pools, parks, librar-
ies, housing complexes and summer camps.

While the meals are often offered in conjunction 
with supervised activities, some sites provide deliv-
ery or to-go options. Low-income areas benefit the 
most from these programs. 

“For families facing food insecurity, this program 
is more than a convenience; it is a staple for chil-
dren,” said State Superintendent of Schools Michele 
L. Blatt. “We appreciate the participating organiza-
tions, and we hope to include more sites in the years 
to come, especially in rural areas.”

To learn more about sponsorships, visit the Summer 
Food Service Program page of the WVDE website.

WV Dept. of Ed. and Partners Support 
400 Summer Feeding Sites for Children

By PSC Chair Charlotte Lane
Happy birthday, America. 
I always look forward to the Fourth of July celebra-

tions and festivities, including family get-togethers and 
long-lasting picnics. This year, I hope for additional 
prosperity for our state and a revival of traditional in-
dustries that have made us strong. Among those is the 
coal industry. Coal remains essential to the production 
of electric power in West Virginia. And for that matter, 
to the entire eastern United States. Coal continues to un-
derpin our economy, and the industry is one of the larg-
est employers in the state. 

As I have said in the past, our Commission has wel-
comed, and continues to welcome, all forms of energy, 
from whatever their source. But I maintain that the en-
ergy produced must be constant and reliable. It cannot 
flick off when the wind no longer blows or the sun goes 
down. Though Nuclear power might play a role in the 
future, that future is still a long way off. We are also 
a large producer of natural gas, and hopefully, more of 
this gas will be used in the future, too. And the need for 
electric energy is only going to increase now and, in the 
future, both here and nationally. 

West Virginia is uniquely positioned to enjoy the 
benefits of that expanded energy need. This state is the 
second-largest producer of coal in the nation. In this 
time of world turbulence and troubled war spots across 
the globe, we have a constant and safe energy fuel. And 
its supply to us will not be interrupted by any foreign 
conflicts. We also sit right in the middle of the largest 
energy exchange network in the United States: the PJM 
grid system, which provides energy to a large part of the 
mid-Atlantic seaboard. 

The present administration in Washington and Gover-
nor Morrisey’s state government here in Charleston are 

both committed to promoting coal as a domestic energy 
source. The resurrection of coal may take a little time as 
we work through new incentives from Washington and 
at the local level. But as far as electric power is con-
cerned, we will remain energy independent long into the 
future as long as we rely on what underlies our moun-
tains. And, with that, the lights will remain on. 

It’s a good thought as we consider the anniversary of 
our nation’s independence.

Happy Birthday, America 

PSC Chair Charlotte Lane

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN
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Puzzle Answers Page 2

July 3, 1863: At Get-
tysburg, Union troops in 
the 1st West Virginia Cav-
alry took part in a fruitless 
charge against Confeder-
ate infantrymen during the 
waning moments of that 
historic battle. 

July 4, 1882: The 
steamboats Scioto and 
John Lomas collided on 
the Ohio River as they 
were returning from holi-
day excursions. The Sci-
oto sank almost instantly, 
and 70 people drowned.

July 4, 1918: Poet Mu-
riel Miller Dressler was 
born in Kanawha County.
Her poem “Appalachia,” 
published in 1970, was her 
signature piece.

July 4, 1928: West Vir-
ginia dedicated its first 
state park—Droop Moun-
tain Battlefield. Droop 
Mountain was one of the 

most important Civil War 
battles fought on West 
Virginia soil. 

July 4, 1938: Musician 
Bill Withers Jr. was born 
into a miner’s family of 
13 children in Slab Fork, 
Raleigh County. In 1971, 
he released his first album, 
Just As I Am, including 
his first Grammy-winning 
song, “Ain’t No Sun-
shine.” In 2015 he was in-
ducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame. 

July 4, 1944: Jazz 
drummer Butch Miles was 
born in Ohio. He grew up 
in Hinton and Charleston 
andeventually performed 

with Mel Torme, Count 
Basie, Frank Sinatra, Lena 
Horne, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Benny Goodman, Tony 
Bennett, Itzak Pearlman, 
and many others.

July 5, 1896: Cartoon-
ist Kendall Vintroux was 
born at Fraziers Bottom. 
He began his career with 
the Charleston Gazette 
when he submitted a car-
toon about the town of 
Poca’s first paved road. 
Many of his drawings are 
now in the collection of 
the University of Charles-
ton.

July 5, 1923: Foot-
ball coach John McKay 
was born in Everettville, 

Monongalia County. He 
became the winningest 
coach at the University 
of Southern California 
(USC) and later the first 
head coach of the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, of the 
National Football League.

July 6, 1806: Statesman 
Charles James Faulkner 
was born in Martinsburg.
Faulkner served in the 
West Virginia legislature, 
U.S. Congress (1851–59, 
1875-77), and as U.S. 
minister to France.

July 6, 1848: Historian 
Virgil A. Lewis was born 
in Mason County. In 1905, 

Governor Dawson ap-
pointed Lewis as the first 
director of the Bureau of 
Archives and History.

July 6, 1883: Judge 
“R. D.” Bailey was born 
at Baileysville, Wyoming 
County. Bailey came into 
wide prominence as the 
judge of the Matewan 
Massacre trial in 1921.

July 7, 1928: The Ma-
donna of the Trail monu-
ment was dedicated in 
Wheeling. It is one of 12 
such statues erected along 
the National Road to hon-
or America’s pioneering 
women.

July 8, 1894: Wal-
ter Aegerter was born 
in Helvetia. An amateur 
photographer, Aegerter 
built both a studio and 
darkroom on his farm and 
photographed portraits, 
families, celebrations and 
everyday scenes of the 
German Swiss settlement. 
The glass plate negatives 
survive today in several 
archived collections.

July 8, 1924: Rock 
’n’ roll pioneer Johnnie 

Johnson was born in Fair-
mont.Johnson collabo-
rated with Chuck Berry on 
songs such as “Roll Over, 
Beethoven.” Berry’s hit 
“Johnny B. Goode” was 
supposedly written as a 
tribute to Johnson.

July 8, 1961: Sutton 
Dam was dedicated by 
Governor Wally Barron. 
The Army Corps of Engi-
neers operates the dam for 
purposes of flood control, 
low-flow augmentation 
and recreation.

July 9, 1942: An explo-
sion at the Pursglove No. 
2 Mine at Scotts Run near 
Morgantown killed 20 
men. It was one of three 
fatal accidents at the min-
ing operation in an eight-
month period.

July 9, 1989: Trea-
surer A. James Manchin 
resigned after being im-
peached. With a stock 
market downturn in 1987, 
Manchin bore much of the 
blame when the state lost 
nearly $300 million in 
investments for which he 
was responsible.
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HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
SUNSETTER. AMERICA’S NUMBER 
ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS GURANTEED. LeafFilter is the 
most advanced gutter protection for 
your home, backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-844-295-2840 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors and military save an additional 

10%. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer details.

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today!

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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(2022-C-000344 - Clay County - KIMBERLY DAWSON)
To: ELBERT SIMMONS C/O PAT VALADE, JENNIFER WOODARD, ERICA GIBBONS, or heirs at 

law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fidu-
ciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties that may have an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT  UNION   MAP  13   PARCEL  0040 0001 0000
You will take notice that KIMBERLY DAWSON, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No. 
2022-C-000344, located in UNION District, 1.5 AC PORTER SUR, which was returned delinquent or 
nonentered in the name of SIMMONS THOMAS EUGENE, and was sold by the deputy commissioner 
of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on May 4, 2023. 
KIMBERLY DAWSON requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after 
September 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or before August 31, 2025 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with  $  224.74
interest, for tax year ticket number 2021 - 18855.
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2022 - 18833. $ 140.90
Additional taxes with interest.   $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 129.65
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,
Secretary of State with interest.  $ 702.07
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.  $ 357.63
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,554.99
certified or personal check.

You may redeem at any time before August 31, 2025, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate 
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate 
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand June 16, 2025
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections 

Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

Legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
0626 0703

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

TO:
Dante Dwayne King, Sr. Magistrate Court Case No.: _________
918 Cooks Lane  Family Court Civil Action No.: 
Baltimore, MD 21229      25-DV-24
DOB: 08/20/1982

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
(PROTECTIVE ORDER / HEARING DATE)

1.  The object of this suit is to obtain protection from the Respondent.
2. The object of this publication by Class I legal advertisement is to
 notify Respondent of the PROTECTIVE ORDER prohibiting the 
 above-named Respondent from having contact with certain 
	 individuals.	This	Order	may	affect	property	and	other	rights	of	
 the Respondent. Violating this Order may subject the Respondent 
 to criminal sanctions. The Respondent is strongly encouraged to 
 obtain a copy of this Protective Order from the Circuit Clerk of 
 the county listed above.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:
It	appearing	by	affidavit	duly	taken	in	this	action	that	you	could	not	

be found in or that you have left the State of West Virginia, you are 
hereby	notified	of	the	ORDER	referenced	above,	a	copy	of	which	may	
be	obtained	at	the	Clay	County,	Circuit	Clerk’s	office.	This	PROTEC-
TIVE	ORDER	will	remain	in	effect	until	July	3,	2025.
A	Final	Hearing	is	scheduled	for	the	3rd	day	of	July,	2025,	at	10:30	

a.m., before the Clay County Family Court.
Issued 6/18/2025 at 3:50 p.m.

Clerk of the Court

LEGAL

Continued from Page 1SECRETARY ROLLINS

Legal 2 col x 4-3/4”
0703 0710

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, July 3, 2025
Claim Deadline: Monday, September 1, 2025
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/10/2025
 ESTATE NAME:  ZACHARY BLAKE FUGETT
 ADMINISTRATRIX  JENNIFER RENEA FUGETT 
  2886 OSSIA ROAD
  DUCK WV 25063-8312
 APPOINTMENT DATE  03/19/2025
 ESTATE NAME:  DONALD RON MOORE
 EXECUTOR  RONALD LANE 
  2402 FOLA RD
  BICKMORE WV 25019-9786
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 06/27/2025
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190

Legal 3 col x 9”
0703

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARELSTON
CASE NO. 25-0413-E-ENEC
APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY and
WHEELING POWER COMPANY
 Petition to Initiate the Annual Review and to 
	 Update	the	ENEC	Rates	Currently	in	Effect.

NOTICE OF FILING AND EVIDENTIARY AND PUBLIC COMMENT HEARINGS
On April 29, 2025, Appalachian Power Company and Wheeling Power Company (jointly the Companies) 

filed	their	2025	petition	to	initiate	the	annual	review	and	update	of	Expanded	Net	Energy	Cost	(ENEC)	rates.	
The	Companies	propose	to	increase	ENEC	rates	effective	September	1,	2025	to	produce	an	additional	$71.6	
million	in	annual	ENEC	revenues,	an	increase	of	3.79%	over	total	revenues.
If	approved,	the	impact	on	an	average	monthly	bill	by	customer	category	would	be:
		 	 ($)	INCREASE/(DECREASE)		 (%)	INCREASE/(DECREASE)
	 Residential		 $5.31		 3.03%	
	 Commercial		 $15.05		 3.31%	
	 Industrial		 $13,400.15		 4.77%
 Special Contract1	 $40,054.10	 6.88%
	 Other	 $0.45	 1.98%
 1Excludes	Special	Contract	customers	who	are	billed	standard	tariff	rates.	 	
The	increases	shown	are	based	on	averages	of	all	customers	in	the	indicated	class.	Each	class	may	receive	

an increase or decrease greater or less than stated here. Individual customers may receive increases that are 
greater	or	less	than	average.	Furthermore,	the	requested	rates	and	charges	are	only	a	proposal	and	are	subject	
to	change	(increases	or	decreases)	by	the	Public	Service	Commission	in	its	review	of	this	filing.	Any	increase	
in	rates	and	charges	will	not	become	effective	until	authorized	and	approved	by	the	Commission.
The	Public	Service	Commission	has	scheduled	a	public	comment	hearing	in	this	matter	on	August	11,	2025	

beginning	at	5:30	p.m.	The	public	comment	hearing	will	be	held	virtually,	allowing	for	interested	persons	to	
make	a	comment	 telephonically,	 through	 the	Microsoft	Teams	application	from	the	 internet,	or	 in-	person	
at	the	Commission	headquarters.	Interested	persons	intending	to	appear	to	make	a	public	comment	should	
register	with	the	Commission	by	4:00	p.m.	on	August	8,	2025.	The	Commission	may	cancel	the	virtual	public	
comment	meeting	if	there	is	not	sufficient	interest	in	participation	shown.	We,	therefore,	encourage	members	
of	the	public	who	wish	to	speak	at	the	meeting	to	register	for	the	virtual	meeting	by	August	8,	2025.	Registra-
tion	may	be	made	by	any	of	the	following	methods:
(1)	 Through	the	Microsoft	Teams	meeting	link	located	on	the	Commission’s	website,	http://www.psc	
	 state.wv.us	under	the	“PSC	Hot	Topics”	section	located	at	the	top	of	the	homepage;
(2)	 By	calling	304-340-0822	(Alexis	Weimer)	or	304-340-0820	(Andrew	Gallagher);	or
(3) By emailing aweimer@psc.state.wv.us aqallagher@psc.state.wv us.
The	link	for	the	Microsoft	Teams	meeting	will	also	be	provided	in	a	future	press	release	from	the	Commis-

sion.	Interested	persons	wishing	to	comment	in-person	at	the	public	comment	hearing	should	attend	and	sign	
up	to	speak	by	5:30	p.m.	on	August	11,	2025	at	the	Public	Service	Commission,	Howard	M.	Cunningham	
Hearing Room, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 2532325301.
As	an	alternative	to	speaking	at	the	public	comment	hearing	virtually	or	in	person,	individuals	or	entities	

interested	in	providing	written	comments	regarding	this	case	should	submit	their	comments	by	mail	or	hand	
delivery	to	Executive	Secretary,	P.O.	Box	812,	Charleston,	West	Virginia	25323	or	online	at	http://www.psc.
state	wv.us	by	clicking	on	“Submit	A	Comment”	in	the	left	column	and	following	the	directions	provided.	All	
written	comments	should	be	marked	with	Case	No.	25-0413-E-ENEC.
The	Commission	will	conduct	an	evidentiary	hearing	beginning	9:30	a.m.	on	August	12,	2025	and	continu-

ing	through	August	13,	2025,	if	necessary,	in	the	Howard	M.	Cunningham	Hearing	Room,	Public	Service	
Commission Building, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia. Interested persons should monitor the 
Commission’s	web	docket	and	website	because	the	public	comment	or	evidentiary	hearing	may	be	cancelled	
for	good	cause.
Anyone	desiring	to	intervene	should	file	a	notice	of	 intervention	no	later	 than	4:00	p.m.	July	11,	2025,	

unless	this	deadline	is	modified	by	Commission	order.	Failure	to	timely	protest	or	intervene	can	affect	your	
rights	to	protest	any	rate	increases	or	to	participate	in	future	proceedings.	All	protests	or	requests	to	inter-
vene	should	briefly	state	the	reason	for	the	protest	or	intervention.	Requests	to	intervene	must	comply	with	
the	Commission’s	rule	on	intervention	set	forth	in	the	Commission’s	Rules	of	Practice	and	Procedure.	All	
interventions	may	be	mailed	and	be	addressed	to	Executive	Secretary,	Public	Service	Commission	of	West	
Virginia,	P.O.	Box	812,	201	Brooks	St.,	Charleston,	West	Virginia	25323,	or	hand-delivered.	Protests	may	be	
filed	online	through	the	Commission	website	using	the	“Submit	a	Comment”	link	or	may	be	mailed	or	hand-
delivered	to	the	Executive	Secretary	at	the	address	above.
A	complete	copy	of	the	proposed	tariff	rates,	as	well	as	a	representative	of	the	Companies	to	provide	any	

information	requested	concerning	the	proposed	rate	filing,	is	available	to	all	customers,	prospective	custom-
ers,	or	their	agents	at	any	of	the	business	offices	of	the	Companies.
A	copy	of	the	proposed	rates	is	available	for	public	inspection	at	the	office	of	the	Executive	Secretary	of	

the	Public	Service	Commission	at	201	Brooks	Street,	Charleston,	West	Virginia	and	can	be	viewed	on	the	
Commission	 website	 at	 https://www.psc.state.wv.us/scripts/WebDocket/View[Document.cfm?CaseActivity	
ID=640581&NotType=WebDocket	(Warning:	this	is	a	large	document	and	may	take	a	while	to	open	in	your	
web	browser.)

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY and
WHEELING POWER COMPANY
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the costs for biosecurity improvements 
on farms to help strengthen the biosecu-
rity of the nation’s poultry flock.

USDA offers  two free, voluntary bi-
osecurity assessments  to help farmers 
get ahead of any potential HPAI threats. 
One focuses on wildlife risk mitigation 
and another on general biosecurity im-
provements.

Wildlife Biosecurity Assessments 
have been very successful in safeguard-
ing farms from the spread of HPAI 
from wild birds. These additional safety 
measures have proven to minimize flu 
cases. Biosecurity Incentives Assess-
ments help poultry producers identify 
where they can best focus their safe-
guards against avian flu.

From January 20 to June 26, 2025, 
USDA has completed 948 total bios-
ecurity assessments on farms across the 
United States. More information about 
the types of assessments completed and 
the updated number of participating 
farms is available on the  public dash-

board.
USDA shares up to 75% of costs to 

fix the highest-risk biosecurity con-
cerns identified during the assessments.

Producers can email poultry.biosecu-
rity@usda.gov or call 844-820-2234 to 
request these assessments.

Other Progress on USDA’s Five-
Pronged Strategy

Expedited Relief for Farmers to Ac-
celerate Repopulation:  USDA has 
continued providing financial relief 
and support for faster repopulation of 
poultry flocks after an HPAI detection. 
Since February 27, 2025, when USDA 
increased indemnity values available to 
producers affected by HPAI, over $70 
million has been paid out to directly 
support layer flocks. These increased 
indemnity rates have provided producers 
a level of support and stability to help 
them in moving forward to repopulate 
their flocks as quickly as possible.

Reduced Regulatory Burdens to Ex-
pand Supply & Lower Prices: Secretary 

Rollins continues to meet directly with 
producers around the country to listen 
to their concerns and work to find new 
and innovative solutions to provide 
relief for their regulatory and financial 
burdens. USDA has also taken action to 
reduce red tape for the poultry industry 
by eliminating redundant worker safety 
data submissions and  extending line 
speed waivers and withdrawing the pro-
posed “Salmonella Framework for Raw 
Poultry Products”.

Harnessed American Innovation 
in Avian Flu Research & Vaccine 
Development:  USDA received an 
overwhelming response to the  HPAI 
Poultry Innovation Grand Challenge 
Funding Opportunity, which closed 
on May 19, 2025, with 417 proposals 
received. In total, applicants proposed a 
total of $793 million in funding. These 
projects focus on a range of innovations 
to support research into HPAI 
prevention, therapeutics, and potential 
vaccines. USDA expects awards to be 

finalized by this fall.
Leveraged Safe Import-Export to 

Stabilize Supply:  USDA’s continued 
efforts to supplement domestic shell 
and egg products have resulted in an 
increase in imports to help bolster our 
domestic supply. Since January 2025, 
more than 26 million dozen shell 
eggs have been imported from Brazil, 
Honduras, Mexico, Turkey, and South 
Korea for breaking and pasteurization, 
increasing the quantity of eggs available 
to consumers. An additional 14 million 
egg products have been imported this 
year, bringing total egg imports to 
over 40 million. To compare, in 2024, 
U.S. egg production totaled 109 billion 
eggs. To more smoothly facilitate these 
imports, USDA has inspected and 
approved three new facilities—one in 
Arkansas and two in New York—to 
receive imported shell/table eggs for 
breaking and pasteurization, bringing 
the total number of approved facilities 
in the United States to six.

Our experts handpicked this highly acclaimed collection to pair perfectly 
with your favorite dishes from Omaha Steaks. Uncork 12 bottles with 
bonus gifts for just $79.99 (plus $19.99 shipping and tax) as your 
introduction to the Omaha Steaks Wine Club – saving you $160.
Then, look forward to 12 new expert-curated selections every three 
months and enjoy a $25 Omaha Steaks E-Reward Card with each future 
club case. You’ll also save 10% on every 12+ bottle purchase and get 
free shipping every time you order. There’s no commitment to continue 
and every bottle comes with our 100% guarantee.  

SAVE $160 ON  
WORLD-CLASS WINES
PLUS BONUS GIFTS  
+ FREE SHIPPING

Pour The Perfect Sip Every Time

Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip137
or call 1.877.283.6687 and mention code AGJF002

Savings off retail price. Offer subject to availability and club enrollment. Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from 
Omaha Steaks, LLC. Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 844-901-2301  
to schedule your free quote!

FOLLOW
US ON 

Your 
Ad 

Could 
Be 

Here!
Call 
us at  
304-
647-
5724
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FMP BATTERIES! 
 
 

GENERATOR 
26R-$48.99 

MARINE /MOBILE HOME 
M24-930ST-$72.99 

M27-7DC-$80.99 
31TXXHD-$97.99 

 
VEHICLE 
35-$50.99 

47-90-$50.99 
48-91-$53.99 

24FHD-$57.99 
65HD-$68.99 

P75DT-$86.99 
 

LAWN  
51R-$43.99 

41R-300V$39.99 
41L-340V-$43.99 

 
ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE! 

 
 

 
➢  
➢  
➢  

 
➢ SEA FOAM - $10.99 
➢ MOUNTAIN SHINE CLEANER-$6.99 
➢ BLUE CORAL CLEANER- $4.99 TO $7.99 
➢ 0.95 WEED EATER STRING-$5.99 TO $38.99 
➢ MIXING OIL-$2.99 TO $4.99 
➢ SAFETY GLASSES- $2.99 
➢ ROTARY BAR AND CHAIN OIL $14.99 
➢ BELTS FOR LAWNMOWERS STARTING AT $8.99 
➢ BARS AND CHAINS FOR SAWS STARTING AT $12.99 

 

                                                         
 
 

Call us for best prices on parts for your car! 
Most parts are in stock or next day! 

We have replacement parts available for your lawn mower 
And chain saws! 

 
 

 
                                

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS 
 
2018 Toyota Highlander-V6, 4WD with Many Options & 3rd Row Seating, Blue        $18,999.00 
2018 Ford F-150-Super Crew Cab, Auto, 4WD, V8, A/C, Tilt & Cruise                        $18,999.00 
2018 Dodge Grand Caravan-V6, Auto, Many Options, White       $7,999.00 
2017 Nissan Murano- V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White       $9,999.00 
2016 Subaru Outback- Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Gray                $10,999.00 
2016 Nissan Versa-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver                              $6,999.00 
2015 Chevy Silverado-Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Red     $10,999.00 
2015 Chevy Spark-5 Speed Manual, A/C & Power Windows, Silver       $4,999.00 
2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, Many Options Including A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue                 $8,999.00 
2013 Ford F-150 Lariat-4WD, V8, Auto, Has Many Options, Blue                               $19,999.00 
2013 Lincoln MTX Hybrid-Many options including A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue      $7,999.00 
2012 Toyota Sienna-V6, Auto, FWD, 8 Passenger, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black     $3,999.00 
2012 Ford Focus-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue                               $4,999.00 
2012 Hyundai Accent-4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, White         $3,999.00 
2011 Ford F-150 Lariat-Auto, 4WD With Many Options, Black                                    $13,999.00 
2011 Cadillac SRX-V6, Auto, Luxury Collection, 4WD, Black       $8,999.00 
2010 Ford F-150-V8, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver        $4,999.00 
2009 GMC Canyon-Auto, 4WD, A/C, Low Milage, White                              $7,999.00 
2008 Toyota Tacoma-V6, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue        $9,999.00 
2008 Toyota Sequoia-V8, Limited All Options, Tan         $9,999.00 

 

 

 
 
     

STORE HOURS 
 M-F 6:00AM-6PM 
SAT 7:00AM-6PM 

SUN-CLOSED 
TIRE SHOP 

MON-SAT 8AM-5PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

OFFICE HOURS 
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM 

SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM 
SUN-CLOSED 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

2011 Ford F-150 

 

2013 Ford F-150 

 

2015 Chevy Silverado 

 

 
WE HAVE STATE 

MINIMUM PRICES! 
304-286-4671 

 
 
 
 

        TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL 
TIRE SALE 

 
MASTERCRAFT COURSER CXT-275-7018 10PLY $245.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT- 275-65-18 TR $184.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT 275-65-18 TR $139.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS 265-65-18 TR $155.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT 255-65-18 TR $129.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT COURSER TRAIL 245-60-18 HR $154.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 265-70-17 TR $129.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT COURSER TRAIL 265-70-17 TR $149.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT SRT TOURING 225-65-17 TR $109.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS 225-65-17 HR $124.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 225-60-17 HR $99.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-60-17 TR $129.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 215-60-16 VR $79.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT COURSER QUEST 215-60-16 VR $95.99 EA. 
MASTERCRAFT COURSER QUEST 195-65-15 HR $89.99 EA. 

MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 195-65-15 TR $94.99 EA. 
ATV-UTV TIRES 

CARLISLE 489 25-8-12 4 PR $109.99 EA. 
CARLISLE 489 25-10-12 4 PR $114.99 EA. 

LAWN TIRE 
CARLISLE TURF SAVER II 20-8-8 2PR $54.99 
POWER KING WING 25-8-12 6PR $109.99 EA. 

POWER KING WING  25-10-12 6PR $129.99 EA. 
POWER KING TERROROK 26-11-14 8 PR $144.99 EA. 

TRAILER TIRES 
MASTERTRACK UN 203 205-75-15 8 PR $74.99 EA. 
MASTERTRACK UN203 225-75-15 8 PR $79.99 EA 

LAWN TIRES 
HI-RUN TURF 15-6-6 2 PR $34.99 EA. 

WANDA TURF 16-16.50-8 4PR $39.99 EA. 
MISCELLANEOUS CAR TIRES 

MULTI SUPREME TOUR CSX 245-60-18 TR $139.99 EA. 
THUNDERER MOCH 1 PLUS 235-55-17 HR $94.99 EA. 
ROAD ONE CAVALRY AS 205-55-16 HR $105.99 EA. 

KELLY EDGE AS 205-55-16 VR $105.99 
 

ALL PRICES ARE CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD. 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE MOUNT & BALANCE. 

 
FREE ROTATION DOWN TO 2/32 TREAD. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH AVAILIBILTY. 
 

WE WILL BEAT ANY COMPETETERS PRICES ON SAME TIRE. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

FEATURE VEHICLE 
 

 
 

2018 TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER 

LIMITED PLATINUM 
 
 

   Blue, V6, 4WD, air conditioning, tilt 
steering, alloy wheels, air conditioning, 
cruise, 3rd row seating and many more 

options. 
 

                   $6,999.00 
 
 
 

Great in-store deals! 
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By Allen Hamrick
It’s summertime, and it is hot enough 

to melt the skin off an alligator.  Summer-
time means fast, furious fishing for quick 
bites around ledges, points and brush piles.  
Strike zones in deeper, cooler areas need 
large baits to draw out the bucket mouths.  
Those large helpings help trigger hits as 
the bite slows down with the rise of the 
thermometer.  It will make the difference 
between a good day on the water instead 
of a day on the water.  In the summer, bass 
like to be where the current slings by the 
occasional dinner.   Avoiding the high tem-
peratures in the middle of the day is a good 
bet, but know that a cloudy and rainy day 
is one of those times to not shy away from 
the water   Just before a rain, the humidity 
is at its highest, and at that time, the fish 
will be on the run instead of hanging out 
waiting.  Scientifically, bass feed different-

ly when the barometric pressure is up or 
down.  So, high humid conditions and low 
pressure are best when it’s raining, hence 
better fishing opportunities to catch a lot 
of bass.  The fact is summertime bass fish-
ing is as unpredictable as getting married; 
conditions change, sometime fast, and you 
must be ready to adapt.  If something ain’t 
working, don’t go home; try something 
different but do it intelligently.  

Of course, not everybody wants to jump 
in a boat or kayak when it’s raining hard 
enough to sink a Jon boat.  One must be 
a hardcore “basser” to break out the rain 
suit and get to casting- but it can yield a lot 
of fish.  Top water baits are often the best 
during the rain, and you must play with 
the retrieve to get the speed right.  Buzz 
baits, spinner baits, spoons - anything that 
will make a noisy presentation - will often 
draw a lot of attention from bass.  Sum-

mit Lake in nearby Pocahontas County 
is a great place to put in your kayak or 
small boat.  With tons of lily pads to get 
hung up in, the opportunity for big bass is 
there.  With a kayak, you can get up and 

into places the hot spots boats can’t get to. 
Challenge yourself to go out of your com-
fort zone in front of the AC and embrace 
the heat for some big bass. Stay cool and 
keep a tight line.

By Allen Hamrick
Here it is July 4th and people’s minds 

are focused on cookouts, fireworks, 
camping, boating and whatever else 
people do to entertain themselves in the 
beginning throes of summer.  Rightly 
so, too. We have reason to enjoy free-
dom, do we not?  Of course we do, 
but let’s not forget what the fireworks 
are all about.  As the national anthem 
states, “And the rockets’ red glare, 
the bombs bursting in air, gave proof 
through the night that our flag was still 
there.”  The history of this country 
started long before 1776 and continues 
to evolve every day, sometimes good 
and sometimes not so good.  

Who could forget the Boston Tea 
Party- when they discovered an herbal 
tea blend that revolutionized our new 
national health standards? This was a 
time when people got tired of the status 
quo of bowing to established orders; 
this was a time when people took con-

trol of their own lives.  From 1775 to 
1781, the American people paid a ter-
rible price to get this country started.  
However, a determined people armed 
with old musketry, fire, pitchforks, 
wooden canoes and a raging case of 
kick butt triumphed over the armies 
and navies of merry old England.  

It was a great victory from a people 
who organized into colonies and de-
clared their independence.  The war 
was a victory for people who could 
now find their place in society, and that 
they did. Since then, the states fought 
against each other in a bitter war of fire 
and devastation.  Over 600,000 died 
with families decimated and torn apart.

Politics went from a force for the 
people when it first started until the 
egos of the rich and shameless needed 
more. Native tribes were wiped out 
to near extinction all for the cause of 
greed. No matter how a person tries to 
justify it, you really can’t.  It has taken 

many years and many heartaches to get 
things right.  No, this country is far 
from perfect, but take away politics, 
greed, and constant warring, and you 
have people who, for their own person-
al reasons, love the country and will die 
for it. What makes the country great is 
its people, and it was those people we 
remember on this day, July 4th, people 
just like us who had problems and fixed 
them.   The Revolutionary War took 
care of a lot of problems, created just 
as many and the business of creating a 
country from scratch began leaving the 
greatest question for the people to fig-
ure out - what do we do now?

So, when you see the fireworks rep-
resenting the bombs in the air, remem-
ber what they truly symbolize. Fran-
cis Scott Key was inspired to pen The 
Defense of Fort McHenry, otherwise 
known as The Star-Spangled Banner, 
when the British navy fleet attempted 
to bomb Fort McHenry and take over 

the town.  The people in the fort stood 
their ground, and the British were de-
feated.  The actions of the Patriots 
when this country was formed were a 
thing of beauty. It is never over though; 
hope is the last thing that dies within 
its people. Let’s not let it die in this 
country.

Clay County held its own early cel-
ebration this past weekend with a party 
in the streets and fireworks that filled 
the night sky.  A great time had by those 
in attendance as they danced into the 
night with music provided by local tal-
ent and filled their bellies with food.  

This country is still one of the great-
est countries to live in, remember this 
as we celebrate our freedoms and take 
time to reflect on our country’s history.  
America is a place where hard work, a 
strong mind and love of country and her 
people should be top on the list.   Re-
member where you come from because 
it will light the path to your future. 

Home of the brave, land of the free…right?

R. Hamrick reeling and sweatingElk River Lunker

With July 4th approaching, the U.S. 
Postal Service is reminding custom-
ers that while fireworks are a fun way 
to celebrate Independence Day, they 
are strictly prohibited in the mail sys-
tem.

Fireworks of all kinds — including 
sparklers, firecrackers, bottle rockets 
and Roman candles — are considered 
hazardous materials and are banned 
from all air and ground transportation 

through USPS because they pose a 
threat to safety.

“Shipping fireworks through the 
mail puts our employees, custom-
ers and transportation networks at 
serious risk,” said Acting Postmas-
ter General and CEO Doug Tulino. 
“Even small items like firecrackers or 
bottle rockets can cause fires, explo-
sions or injuries if mishandled.”

To keep employees and facilities 

safe, the Postal Service uses a range 
of tools, including technology and 
inspection protocols, to detect non-
mailable items. Individuals caught 
mailing fireworks may face civil pen-
alties, criminal charges, and other 
consequences. Last year, the Postal 
Inspection Service opened 1,700 in-
vestigations regarding customer at-
tempts to send hazardous materials 
through the mail, including fireworks 

and other explosives.
To help ensure a safe and celebra-

tory holiday, the Postal Service en-
courages customers to review the list 
of hazardous and restricted items be-
fore shipping any package. A full list 
is available in Publication 52 – Haz-
ardous, Restricted, and Perishable 
Mail. The Postal Inspection Service 
has also released a public service an-
nouncement on fireworks in the mail.

USPS Reminds Public: Fireworks are Fun on 
the Fourth, But They Don’t Belong in the Mail

Bassin’ in an outdoor furnace


