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Clay County 4-H Shooting
Sports brings home national
honors from Nebraska

w &

The WYV National Muzzleloader Team. On top from left to right are Timothy Rhodes
and Coach Michael Shamblin, and bottom from left to right are Elijah Paxton and Lydia

Shamblin.

Savannah Rhodes- Air Pistol Nationalist

The 2024-2025 Clay County 4-H
Shooting Sports Muzzleloading Team
made their mark on the national stage
this past week, returning home with an
impressive collection of awards after
competing in the 4-H National Shoot-
ing Sports Championship held in Grand
Island, Nebraska.

The three-person team, made up of
Elijah Paxton, Lydia Shamblin, and
Timothy Rhodes, competed in three
days of challenging events and repre-
sented West Virginia with skill, focus,
and sportsmanship.

Day One — 50-Yard Bullseye.

Elijah Paxton started the week
strong, earning 10th place in the nation
in the precision-focused 50-yard bulls-
eye event.

Day Two — Novelty Targets.

Day two brought even more excite-
ment. Paxton again secured a 10th-place
finish nationally in the novelty compe-
tition, while teammate Lydia Shamblin
earned an impressive 5th place. Their
combined efforts helped propel the
team to a 3rd-place national finish in
the event.

Day Three — Silhouettes.

The silhouette portion of the com-
petition proved to be another strong
showing. Elijah Paxton placed 8th na-
tionally, and Timothy Rhodes earned a
standout 4th place. The team finished
2nd in the nation in the silhouette cat-
egory, marking one of their best collec-
tive performances.

Overall Individual and Team Rank-
ings

At the end of the three-day champi-
onship, the individual scores reflect-
ed consistent performance across all
events. Elijah Paxton placed 7th over-
all in the nation, with Lydia Shamblin
close behind in 8th place. The Clay
County team finished 4th overall in
the nation, a remarkable achievement
among dozens of top competitors from
across the United States.

Coach and supporters praised the
team for their dedication, months of
preparation, and calm under pressure
during national-level competition.

Also representing Clay County and
West Virginia at the National Cham-
pionship was Savannah Rhodes, who
competed in the Air Pistol discipline.
Savannah demonstrated focus, safety,
and precision throughout the competi-
tion, proudly continuing the tradition
of excellence in Clay County’s 4-H
Shooting Sports program. Her partici-
pation added to the team’s strong over-
all presence at the national event and
highlighted the depth of talent across
all disciplines.

“We’re incredibly proud of how they
represented Clay County and West
Virginia,” said the clay county exten-
sion agent-Michael Shamblin-. “They
showed what 4-H is all about — re-
sponsibility, skill development, and
teamwork.”

The Clay County 4-H Muzzleload-
ing and Air pistol Team’s success in
Nebraska stands as a testament to their
hard work and the strength of the 4-H
Shooting Sports program in the state.
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Madison Stone

Elk River Trail Foundation announces
Madison Stone as new Executive Director

The Board of Directors of Elk River
Trail Foundation, Inc. is pleased to an-
nounce the hiring of Madison Stone as
the Foundation’s new Executive Direc-
tor, effective immediately.

A native of Clay County with deep
personal and professional ties to the Elk
River region, Stone brings to the Foun-
dation a strong background in leader-
ship, community development, and pub-
lic service. Her professional experience
includes serving as Executive Assistant
to the CEO of Goodwill Industries of
the Kanawha Valley, and previously as
Field Representative and Caseworker for
Members of the U.S. Congress.

“Madison’s passion for connecting
people to the outdoors and her deep-
rooted commitment to our communities
stood out throughout the selection pro-
cess,” said Kenneth Tawney, President
of the Elk River Trail Foundation. “We
are thrilled to welcome her to the team
and look forward to her leadership as we
continue to promote, enhance, and ex-
pand the Elk River Trail and Elk River
Water Trail.”

Stone holds a Regents Bachelor of
Arts degree, emphasis on Political Sci-
ence and Public Service Administration,
from West Virginia University Institute

of Technology. She is a graduate of the
Generation West Virginia Fellowship and
is actively involved in a range of civic
and professional organizations. She has
also led outdoor orientation programs for
WVU Tech, reflecting her life-long love
for West Virginia’s natural beauty.

“I am honored to serve as Executive
Director of the Elk River Trail Founda-
tion,” said Stone. “As someone who
grew up along the Elk River, | have seen
first-hand how trails and outdoor recre-
ation can strengthen communities and
create opportunities. I look forward to
working with the Foundation, our part-
ners, and local residents to help the Elk
River Trail reach its full potential as a
world-class destination and community
asset.”

The Elk River Trail Foundation, Inc.
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
promoting the development and use of
the Elk River Trail and Elk River Water
Trail, advancing outdoor recreation, and
supporting community and economic
development throughout the Elk River
region.

For more information about Elk River
Trail Foundation, please visit https://
elkrivertrail.org or see us on Facebook/
Elk River Trail Foundation.

On the Fourth of July, Trump signs
his ‘big, beautiful bill’ into law

By: Ariana Figueroa and Jane Nor-
man, www.WestVirginiaWatch.com

President Donald Trump signed into
law Friday evening his massive spend-
ing cut and tax break package to fulfill
his domestic policy agenda on immigra-
tion and defense and overhaul American
energy production.

The “big, beautiful bill,” which Trump
signed on Republicans’ self-imposed
Fourth of July deadline, will make per-
manent the 2017 tax cuts from his first
term and provide billions to carry out his
plans of mass deportations, an immigra-
tion crackdown and increased defense
spending.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budget
Office estimates that the bill could add
$3.4 trillion to deficits over the next 10
years, according to its most recent analy-
sis.

“America is winning, winning, win-
ning like never before,” said Trump,
speaking to military families at a Fourth
of July picnic on the White House lawn
prior to the bill signing. Military aircraft
including a B-2 bomber flew over the
White House as the national anthem was
sung.

Trump saluted 150 airmen and their
families at the event from Whiteman Air
Force Base in Missouri, where the B-2s
that bombed Iran in June originated their
flights.

But he also attacked Democrats who
opposed his legislation, including House
Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-
N.Y., who gave a speech on the floor in
opposition on Wednesday that broke a
House record for its length.

Members of the Cabinet were present
for the bill-signing as well as Speaker
of the House Mike Johnson and House
Majority Leader Steve Scalise of Louisi-
ana, House Majority Whip Tom Emmer
of Minnesota, Sens. Lindsey Graham of
South Carolina, Marsha Blackburn of
Tennessee and Mike Crapo of Idaho and
other top GOP members of Congress.

The president signed the bill seated at
a desk in front of the picnic-goers, with
lawmakers and Cabinet members sur-
rounding him. Johnson presented Trump
with the gavel that Johnson said he used
when the vote closed to pass the “big,
beautiful bill.” Trump pounded on the
desk with the gavel and handed out pens
to those gathered around him.

Medicaid slashed

In order to fulfill priorities in the tax
and spending cut bill, congressional Re-
publicans scaled back spending on Med-
icaid, food assistance for low-income
people and clean energy programs.

Democrats objected to the cuts to Med-
icaid, the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program, or SNAP, and other pro-
visions. But because Republicans have
unified control of Congress, the GOP was
able to pass the bill through a complex
process known as reconciliation, skirting
the Senate’s 60-vote threshold.

The Senate passed its version of the
bill after Vice President JD Vance cast
the tie-breaking 51-50 vote Tuesday. The
House managed Thursday to pass the
new version of the bill after two chaotic
days negotiating with far-right members
who initially objected to the bill and later
acquiesced, with a vote of 218-214.

The only Republicans to object in the
Senate were Maine’s Susan Collins, Ken-
tucky’s Rand Paul and North Carolina’s
Thom Tillis. The House GOP members
who voted with Democrats were Ken-
tucky’s Thomas Massie and Pennsylva-
nia’s Brian Fitzpatrick.

Also tucked into the bill is a provision
that raises the country’s debt ceiling by
$5 trillion, which has brought objections
from Republican fiscal hawks like Paul.

West Virginia Watch is part of States
Newsroom, a nonprofit news network
supported by grants and a coalition of
donors as a 501c(3) public charity. West
Virginia Watch maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Contact Editor Leann Ray for
questions: info@westvirginiawatch.com.
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Krystal Kay Carpenter
Booked 7/2/25
Manufacture/delivery/
possession of controlled
substance

Jayquan Allen
Booked 7/3/25
Domestic battery, domestic
assault, obstructing an officer

BRJL\’I‘()\' CTY.—

William Wallace Whitney
Booked 7/4/25
Child neglect, DUI first of-
fense, domestic battery

Brett Wayne Altizer
Booked 7/2/25
Violation of protective order,
probation violation

NICHOLAS COUNTY

NICHOLAS COUNTY
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Maria Dawn Marks
Booked 7/3/25
Conspiracy, possession of
controlled substance with
intent to deliver

Janaiya Lyn Griffin
Booked 7/3/25
Domestic battery, domestic
assault, obstructing an officer

Ross Lee Marks
Booked 7/3/25
Prohibited person with fire-
arm, possession of controlled
substance, conspiracy

Hunter Lee Taylor
Booked 7/1/25
Destruction of property,
burglary, grand larceny, petit
larceny, trespassing

Gary Lynn Key Jr.
Booked 7/4/25
Driving on revoked for DUI

Joshua Wayne Johnson
Booked 7/1/25
Conspiracy to commit a
felony, possession with
intent to deliver a controlled

Buddylee Pete Mullins
Booked 7/3/25
Possession with intent,
taking identity of another
person

Shawn Alexander Riley
Booked 7/4/25
Possession of controlled
substance

David Alan Wiles Sr.
Booked 7/4/25
Threats of terrorist acts

Jared Christopher White
Booked 7/4/25
Domestic assault, domestic
battery, sexual abuse first

Like us on

s Facebook

ff PUBLIC NOTICES

The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main
Street in Clay is open to serve the public every
Monday and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
]osegh W1111am G111 Jr. Skyler Rush Sattler move.
ooked 7/7/25 Booked 7/3/25 Receive a free 5-year warranty

Fleem% on foot receiving/
transfer stolen +>1,000;
obstructmg an officer,
conspiracy to commit felony
offense against state, wanton
endangermept with firearm,
grand larceny

with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call 844-901-2301

to schedule your free quote!

Domestic assault, brandish-
ing a deadly weapon, warrant
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*Terms and Conditions apply.

WYV Board of Ed. Holds Special Meeting
to Discuss Litigation

The West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) held a special meeting today in Charleston to discuss pending
litigation. The majority of the meeting was conducted in executive session due to the sensitivity of the information.

The WVBE has retained Bailey & Glasser, LLP, as counsel in Guzman vs. the West Virginia Board of Education
lawsuit in which a Raleigh County parent requests a religious exemption for her child to attend pre-k for the 2025-
2026 school year. The WVBE voted in June to follow the law as outlined by the West Virginia Legislature in W. Va.
Code §16-3-4 which does not provide for non-medical exemptions from compulsory vaccination laws.

At the time of the July 2 meeting and issuance of this media release, the WVBE had not been served with the suit
which was filed in Raleigh County Circuit Court on June 26, 2025.

The WVBE will hold its regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, July 9, 2025, at 10 a.m., and a second special
meeting on Monday, July 14, 2025, at 12 p.m. The Board will conduct both meetings in Building 6, Suite 600, 1900
Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, West Virginia.

Mollohan Family Reunion

MOLLOHAN FAMILY REUNION: The Descen-
dants ( + friends) of Nathan Curtis and Lillie Boggs

and usually eat 12:15pm. Covered-Dish carry-in,
and no alcoholic beverages please! Best time and

Mollohan & Donnie Edward and Dona Tanner Mol-
lohan will be at the Big Otter Community Center @

repairs M

place to catch up with relatives and friends and to
enjoy good food! Total attendance will determine if

clogged gutters, leading to
overflow causing damage to
your home.

Spring rain can overwhelm \

Free inspections + estimate - Call 1-844-295-2840

Limited time only!*

75% OFF | + $250

Installation Discount

T

The most
effective gutter
protection for
your home.

CALL 1-844-295-2840 ANl
Promo Code: 285

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This offer cannot be combined
with

any other promotion or offer. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Expires: 6/30/25.

See website for all license and registration numbers. See representative for full warranty

Gonsumer Cellular

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG
WIRELESS COST.

AWARD-WINNING
CUSTOMER SUPPORT
16 TIMES IN A ROW.

We've been ranked “#1 in
Customer Service among
Wireless Value MVNOs,
16 Times in a Row.’

1007 U.S. BASED
CUSTOMER
SERVICE.

All of our support
teams are just a
call or click away.

859-615-6411

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Up to half the cost savings
based on Consumer Cellular’s single-line, 1,5 and 10GB data plans with unlimited talk and text
compared to T-Mobile and Verizon's lowest cost. single-line post-paid unlimited talk, text and data
plans, January 2024. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and
other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all
areas and is subject to system limitations.

3433 Big Otter Hwy., Ivydale, WV 25113 USA on
this Saturday, July 12, 2025. Doors open 11:00am

there will be a Reunion July 11, 2026. Hope to see

you there.

OBITUARIES

2,2025, at Vitality Living,
Elizabethtown, KY.

“Totsy” was a 1948
graduate of Clay County
High School in Clay, WV.
“Ellie” was a member
of Order of Eastern Star
chapter #439, D. A. V.
Auxiliary, a life member
of V. F. W. Ladies Auxil-
iary and was an honorable
Kentucky Colonel.

She was preceded in
death by, her husband, Jo-
seph “Jim” Morrison, Jr.;
daughter, Julie Morrison;
parents, Ted and Hallie

Eloise Morrison

Eloise “Ellie” Hope
Morrison, 94, of Radcliff,
KY, died Wednesday, July

Burdette; two sisters, Lau-
ra Gray and Jackie King;
and a brother, Jerry Bur-
dette.

She is survived by her
daughter, Jennifer Schaal
of Tacoma, WA; son
James Morrison of Hur-
ricane, UT; granddaughter
Kate Gallagher and her
husband, Curt of Steam-
boat Springs, CO; two
sisters, Sharon Samples of
Culloden, WV and Linda
Bird of Elkview, WV; and
a brother, Wayne Burdette
of Procious, WV.

The funeral service will
be held at 11:00 a.m. on
Saturday, July 12, 2025,
at Nelson-Edelen-Bennett
Funeral Home, Radcliff,
KY with Chaplain By-
ron Simmons officiat-
ing. The burial will be in
North Hardin Memorial
Gardens in Radcliff.

Visitation will begin at
10:00 a.m. on Saturday,
prior to the funeral ser-
vice.

Condolences may be
expressed online at www.
nebfh.com.
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Moths And Fireflies

By Joe Mazzella

Somehow moth larvae have found their way into my
home, because for the last several days I have seen baby
moths flying around or resting on my bathroom walls. 1
have had quite a time catching them one by one in the
palm of my hand and putting them back outside so they
wouldn’t starve to death or become a spider’s dinner.
Still, it was worth it seeing them fly free each time |
opened my back door and let one of them go.

Well last night I was walking my dogs for the last time
of the day just as the sun was going down and the sky
was starting to darken. I saw my daughter’s cat sitting
under my maple tree waiting for my daughter to come
out with her dinner. In the meadow behind the grave-
yard, next to my house, a deer was eating the fresh, sum-
mer grass. And to my great joy I saw that the fireflies
had returned blinking their butts on and off and mak-
ing this world more lovely with each flash of their light.
Taking this all in I just stood there in awe at this wonder-
ful world with all of its beauty and thanked God again
for creating it.

Just at that moment one of those baby moths that I
had freed from my house flew up to me and landed on
my arm. It fluttered its wings in thanks and then took
off again to enjoy the life it had been given. And as I
watched it fly away my heart soared with it. It was a mo-
ment of pure peace and perfect joy, a moment that my
simple words can never fully describe here.

We all live in this world but so few of us take the time
to really see it, to truly enjoy it. Yet, God who Loves us
so much, who created this glorious world we live in,
wants us to see the beauty all around us. He wants us to
enjoy this life. Most of all, though, God wants us to take
our place in His world. He wants us to choose love. He
wants us to shine our light. He wants our souls to fly.
He wants us to join in the oneness of all things. May we
always do so.

Home Country

Slim Randles

They are getting ready now, wondering if the race
will bring prize money, glory to their dogs, or just some
quiet laughter from the other mushers.

The Iditarod Trail.

It has come to mean “The Trail” to dog mushers and
kennel owners all over the state of Alaska and in a lot of
other places.

There are other long distance dogsled races now. We
know that. But the Iditarod started all that “long, cold
camping trip” stuff. And I was lucky to be a part of that
very first Iditarod in March of 1973.

Strangely enough, each musher has a list of life-
saving equipment and food on that sled. Unfortunately,
when they check a musher’s lungs and heart, they forget
to test the brain. The race would probably be run quicker
and more efficiently, but it undoubtedly wouldn’t be as
much fun.

In my closet, hanging on a hook where it’s been
for more than half a century, is a handmade down parka
covered with gold-colored heavy cloth. I wear it every
year on the first Saturday in March to remind me of the
race and of a woman named Pam who made it for me.
We lost Pam this last year, but she was the eyes and ears
and ambulance dispatcher of the first few races. And she
was my wife, then, too.

I was injured about 300 miles into this thousand-
mile race and was rescued by military helicopter. I start-
ed the race with seven dogs, as that was the minimum
and then the minimum was changed to nine dogs.

So if you find yourself somewhere between Anchor-
age and Nome and you see tired people and cold dogs
with icicles hanging on them. Smile and say you send
greetings from Seven-Dog Slim. Will you? Thanks.

Brought to you by Slim’s book “Dogsled: A True Tale
of the North” available on the internet and in bookstores
everywhere.

GUARANTEED Life
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

¢ Cash to help pay funeral

- Call for FREE Information
or other final expenses

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

» You'll also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner!

* Guaranteed acceptance
ages 45 to 85*

* No medical exam,
no health questions
*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first

two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: L770TN).
6236
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The Older I Get The Younger I Feel

Dr. James L. Snyder

I like celebrating anything and everything. After all,
who doesn’t like party time?

Thinking along this line it occurred to me this month
I will be celebrating my birthday. 1 pondered this for
a while and was trying to figure out which birthday I
should celebrate.

After all, if it’s my birthday, I should be the one to
choose which birthday to celebrate. I'm thinking, for
example, that this year I’ll celebrate my 16th birthday.

On my 16th birthday, I was not in a state to really
celebrate it to its fullest. My only concern at that time
was I’m old enough to get my driver’s license. That’s
the only thing I was even thinking about. Looking back
on that day, I lost a lot of celebration.

So, this year, I might just celebrate my 16th birthday.

Then I think of my 21st birthday. I didn’t do very
much to celebrate that birthday then. I was just so ex-
cited to become an official adult that nothing else really
mattered. I didn’t have to get my parents’ permission
to do anything. Oh boy, that was a great day in my life.

I didn’t celebrate it to the fullest extent. I was too ex-
cited to become an adult, so I didn’t do much celebrat-
ing.

I’m still in a quandary as to which birthday I should
be celebrating this year.

The other morning, I was shaving in the bathroom. As
I'looked in the mirror, I gasped. Is that my grandfather in
the mirror? Or, have I become my grandfather?

Up to this time, I didn’t realize how old I really was.

The other day I was in the shopping mall with The
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage. When we were
there, she would usually go one way, and I would go to
the coffee shop to get coffee.

As I was walking to the coffee shop, a bunch of young
boys looked at me and started laughing. Finally, one of
them said, “Hey, grandpa. Where’s your cane?” And
then, in hysterical laughter, they ran away from me.

They can be very thankful I didn’t have a cane at that
time or I would have put it to good use, if you get my
drift.

Being a little agitated, I walked, got my coffee and
then sat down to drink it. As I was drinking it, I began
to realize that at one time in my life, I was like those
kids who were making fun of me. I thought my grand-
father was just an old geezer. I never knew how he had
become so old, but at the time, I wasn’t asking him any
questions.

A few years ago, I retired, which sent me off on a new
direction in life. Certainly I continue much of my min-
istries but I don’t have a schedule to follow. I can do

whatever I want, whenever [ want, for as long as [ want.

The only catch to that was The Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage.

She never lets me get away with anything that’s rather
stupid or crazy. The fact that I’m not that crazy today is
a tribute to her oversight. If it wasn’t for her I would be
the craziest person in town.

Thinking about that, what would be wrong with that?

Several years ago we celebrated our birthdays at a res-
taurant. Our birthdays are two days apart and also two
years apart. [ won’t go any further than that.

When the waitress approached our table, The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage mentioned we were cel-
ebrating our birthdays.

The waitress, trying to be funny, looked at me and
said, “So, what does it feel like to be older?”

I smiled at her. Then, I reached across the table and
gently squeezed my wife’s arm. I looked at the waitress
and said, “It feels rather good.””

Both the waitress and I were laughing, but the other
person at the table was not laughing at all. It concerned
me a little because I wouldn’t know what was going to
happen until we got home.

Being old has many advantages. I may stumble
around and get confused, and people will say, “That’s
okay. He’s just old.”

Maybe this year for my birthday I should celebrate
the fact that I’ve lived this long. Both of my grandfa-
thers died when they were 70. This month [ will turn 74.
So, I’ve outlived my grandparents. My father, however,
lived to be 78. So, I’ve got four years ahead of me to
catch up with my father.

The only thing that really concerns me about get-
ting old is on top of my head. Every year a significant
number of hairs retire and go on vacation never to be
seen again. | have more hair today than I did when I was
born, if that means anything.

Another thing is, the older I get the more my brown
hair has been replaced with grey hair. Where do these
grey hairs come from?

I then read a verse that gave me some comfort. “The
hoary (grey) head is a crown of glory, if it be found in
the way of righteousness” (Proverbs 16:31).

If this is true, and it is, my grey hair is my “crown of
glory” I never thought of that way, but now I’'m going
to. The older I get the bigger my “crown of glory.” I'm
going to use it to the best of my personal advantage.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website
www.jamessnyderministries.com

W.Va. counties set the rules for opioid
funds — with no one watching

By Hannah Heiskell, West Virginia University

For two hours every Thursday and Friday, Randall
Brown gathers a handful of people in front of a white-
board. They sit on a couch or armchairs on either side
— the walls filled with colorful drawings while coffee
brews in a nearby pot. These are Brown’s weekly group
therapy sessions.

Everyone is going to speak during Brown’s group to-
day; nobody gets to opt out by saying, “I don’t want to
talk.”

Since October 2024, Brown has been working at Lau-
ren’s Wish where he holds these twice-weekly sessions
of his Addictive Behavior Awareness (ABA) program
for people with substance use disorders. Lauren’s Wish
is a nonprofit organization and triage center in Morgan-
town, West Virginia, helping people with an addiction or
in recovery find treatment and connect with necessary
resources.

Brown said that while incarcerated, in 2001, it became
clear to him that people experiencing addiction needed
guidance in four key areas: manipulation, irresponsibil-
ity, a non-caring attitude and self-esteem. So he created
the concept for ABA based on his personal experience.

After his release, Brown decided he wanted to help
people with substance use disorders lead a better life, so
he trained to be a peer recovery coach and put his plans
for ABA into action.

Today, he sees his mission at Lauren’s Wish as giv-
ing people hope. Lauren’s Wish is like a “gateway” for
people getting ready to transition into society, Brown
says, whether they’re seeking sober living or returning
to their families.

“The saying is, in recovery, we keep what we have by
giving it away. And [’'m always wanting to give it away.
I’ talk to anybody about recovery,” Brown said.

Programs like Lauren’s Wish are typically kept afloat
through fundraising and donations; however, they’ve
recently received funding from a new source: opioid
settlement funds.

These funds are the result of a global settle-
ment, agreed to in federal court, of a class action lawsuit
brought by states, counties and cities across the country
against opioid distributors, manufacturers, pharmaceuti-
cal companies and others, in the wake of the country’s
opioid epidemic. According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, more than 720,000 people died
from an overdose in the U.S. between 1999 and 2022

West Virginia will receive about $980 million from
the settlement, split into payments over 18 years. The
West Virginia First Foundation — a nonprofit created
by the state Legislature — will control the spending of
72.5% of the funds, local governments 24.5%, and the
West Virginia Attorney General’s Office 3%.

The state Attorney General’s Office created a Memo-
randum of Understanding in 2022, under then-Attorney
General Patrick Morrisey, that dictates what the funding

can be spent on — like increasing access to treatment or
prevention-education programs.

How local governments oversee that money, however,
including the process through which they take applica-
tions, make awards and account for spending, is fully
within the control of city and county governments. An
investigation into these processes conducted by journal-
ism students at West Virginia University’s Reed School
of Media shows the oversight and accountability built
into local spending can be markedly inconsistent from
county to county — with some doing very little to col-
lect the advice and opinions of addiction experts or peo-
ple with lived experience.

Detailed reporting, vague decision-making

Lauren’s Wish is an organization almost fully staffed
by people in recovery. It has applied for and received
opioid settlement funding from both the state and lo-
cal level, and Brandon Wise, who provides grant writ-
ing assistance to nonprofits and wrote both applications
for Lauren’s Wish, says the experience at each level is
drastically different.

According to Wise, the application process for state
funding from the West Virginia First Foundation was
significantly more involved and lengthy compared to
Monongalia County, where Lauren’s Wish is located.
He compared the WVFF application to applying for fed-
eral grants, noting that it required strict adherence to for-
matting and content guidelines, specifying what needed
to be included without providing a rigid layout. Failure
to follow these directions “to a T could lead to almost
immediate rejection.

In Lauren’s Wish’s WVFF application, Wise provided
objectives, strategies and a budget narrative with ac-
companying documents. Wise estimated the application
was 50 to 60 pages when finished.

As of June 6, the WVFF had $19.2 million to award
statewide in the four areas outlined by West Virginia’s
MOU: diversion programs, youth prevention and work-
force development, child advocacy centers/neonatal ab-
stinence syndrome programs, and transitional/recovery
housing expansion.

Lauren’s Wish was awarded roughly $168,000 to
jumpstart its outreach department by hiring more staff
to provide additional aftercare and outpatient services
for clients. Their grant period runs from Feb. 1, 2025,
through Jan. 31, 2026, and during that time, they will
pay for outreach services provided to clients past, pres-
ent and future, with a focus on individuals dealing with
the court system.

Derek Hudson, the founder and executive director
of the Neighborhood S.H.O.P. in Charleston, West Vir-
ginia’s West Side neighborhood, said it took him almost
a week to fill out his WVFF application.

The S.H.O.P. is a basic needs site that offers groceries
for people with and without housing, a mini laundromat,
showers, a locker program and clothing. These services,

OPIOID FUNDS cont. on page 10
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THIS WEEK IN

West Virginia History

July 9, 1942: An ex-
plosion at the Pursglove
No. 2 Mine at Scotts Run
near Morgantown killed
20 men. It was one of
three fatal accidents at
the mining operation in
an eight-month period.

July 9, 1989: Trea-
surer A. James Manchin
resigned after being im-
peached. With a stock
market downturn in 1987,
Manchin bore much of
the blame when the state
lost nearly $300 million
in investments for which
he was responsible.

July 10, 1769: Physi-
cian Jesse Bennet was
born. He performed the

HOCUS -FOCUS

first successful caesar-
ian section in America
in 1794, on his own wife
and without proper equip-
ment and with no antisep-
tics. He later established
a large practice in Mason
County and served as an
Army surgeon in the War
of 1812.

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 @ Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

July 10, 1889: Author
and historian Boyd B.
Stutler was born in Gilm-
er County. He served as
managing editor of the
national American Le-
gion magazine for 18
years and became one of
the leading historians on
West Virginia in the Civil
War and John Brown’s
Raid on Harpers Ferry.

July 10, 1936: The
temperature in Martins-
burg reached 112 degrees.
It tied the record for the
state’s hottest recorded
temperature, which had
been set August 4, 1930,

15th governor of West
Virginia.

July 11, 1976: Gov.
Arch Moore dedicated
the West Virginia Cul-
ture Center. The facility

at Moorefield. was built to showcase the
July 11, 1861: The Mountain State’s artistic,

Battle of Rich Mountain cultural and historic heri-

was fought in Randolph tage.

County. Union troops un- July 12, 2003: The

der Gen. George McClel-
lan defeated Confederate
forces, helping to secure
northwestern  Virginia
(now West Virginia) for
the North.

July 11, 1867: John
Jacob  Cornwell was
born on a farm in Ritchie
County. He served as the

Clay Center for the Arts
& Sciences in downtown
Charleston opened to
the public. It combines a
modern performing arts
center with a visual arts
museum and an interac-
tive science center.

July 13,1861: The Bat-
tle of Corricks Ford took

place in Tucker County.
Confederate Gen. Robert
S. Garnett was killed. He
was the first Confederate
general killed in the Civil
War.

July 14, 1861: Union
troops under Gen. Jacob
Cox drove Confederate
militia and cavalry out
of town during the Battle
of Barboursville. Union
forces remained in con-
trol of Barboursville for
the remainder of the war.

July 14, 1900: Gang-
ster William George “Big
Bill” Lias was born in ei-
ther Wheeling or Greece.
From the 1920s until his
death in 1970, he was
well-known as the lead-
ing organized crime fig-
ure in Wheeling.

July 15, 1886: Con-
gressman Cleveland
Monroe “Cleve” Bai-
ley was born on a farm
in Pleasants County. He
represented West Virgin-
ia’s third congressional
district for eight terms in
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, 1945-47 and
1949-63.

July 15, 1915: The
West Virginia Folklore
Society was founded in
Morgantown by John
Harrington Cox, Robert
Allen Armstrong, and
Walter Barnes.

July 15, 1988: Inter-
state 64 was completed
when the final section be-
tween Sam Black Church
and the West Virginia
Turnpike was opened to
traffic.
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The peopie who think alike

should vote alike.
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Where all think alike, no one
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. .Widen People Who Took Part In Centennial

This is a group 'mdcﬁ people who t00k part in the Clay County Centennlal C

IPRIEL Y

-~y Bads

clebration, Saturday, July.

12, 1858, left to right front Tow — Mrs. George Fitzmiller, Mrs. Bill Joe Sizemore, little Miss Faye Sizemore,
Mrs. Jenner Gibson, Mrs. Paul Dawson, Mrz. Mary Jo Carte, Miss Hellen McKinney, Miss Linda Rapp, Miss
" Helen. Gibson, Miss Lois Freme, Mrs. Marllyn Otto, Mra, Ira Lane, Mra. Bill Marple, Mrs. Eugene Frame,,
Mr. Corley_Frame, Mr. Orville Given, Mr. Monet 'Waggoner, /

Back row - left to right — Br., Denhls Triplett, Mr. Ed Ketchks, Mr,

Eugede Frame, Mr, Larry Fitz-,

milter, My Aundrell Mqrgls. Mr. Arlie Houghton and Mr, Eugene Taylor,

Pletured above sre the part of people who partleipated in the Clay County Centennial
Clay, West Virginla on July 12, 1858, Riding on the special Centennial Float were
Mrs. Earl Napler Mrs, George Kitzmilter, Mr, Corley Frame and n
plctured at extreme right rode on The Archery Club Float.

LR
Pt mEl
gVt o

Mrs, Robert Dorsey,’

fr. Orville Given, Mr. Monet Waggoner

Scouts Attend
Camp M c'ClinticN

. Seven members of the Widen
Boy ‘Scout Troop 111 spent the
week of July 13 st Camp Clifton,
McClintle near Wllllamsburg in
Greenbriey County, four of them

making thelr first trip to the Buck- .

skin Council encampment. They
were sccompanted by jAssiatant
Seoutmaster Corky Griffith,

All the boys achleved something
in the way of advancement Dave
Shaffer, the only tenderfoot in the
group, now lacks only first aid for
his second class rating. The second
classers ip the troop very nedrly
completed their first. class work,
sll sUll needing their signalling
and two needing thelr swimming

tests, Skippy George earped .obe

merit badge, Pioneering, and hep-
es to complete his Swimming and
Life Saving during his second

week at the camp, He was the only’

one to stay over, the other six re-
turning home on the 10th:,

Besides the two mentloned, ot-
hers attending camp were Jobhony
Matheny, Roger Striekland, T. G.
Gritfith, Jack Wilson, snd Charles
Johnson. SR

The members of the troop wish

- to express their gratitude to Ted

Griffith and R. H. Mullins for
providing transportation to and
from camp.

NEWCOMERS SETTLE
ON TAYLOR FORK

Mr..and Mrs: Billy B. Beaver,
former residents ‘of a farm . in
Hardy County, arrived in Widen
about ziogn Thursday, July 17,
locked the place over briefly and
then took up residence on Taylor
Fork a short distance up the
stream from the lower gob dump.
They were accompanied to Widen
by State Trapper Doy Rollyson,
who stopped at the office and In-
troduced the new residents to the
office farce. o
. The beavers, which scme folks
call groundhogs with squashed
talls, were taken from a farm pond
by Mr. RHollyson at the request of
pond owner who did not want
them, and brought to Widen to
fulfill a yequest of the Buffalo
Valley Sportsmen's Club. Sa far
as known, these are the only two
beavers on the Elk River Coal and
Lumber Company property. ;

The object in having these anl-
mal englners around is to help
the deer herd, belleve it or not.
Out of the stumps of saplings cut
down by the beavers come tasty
little shoots, which are the favors
ite food of the deer. E
. “With the ald of several members
of the Sportsmen's Club, Mr, Rol-
lyson took the beavers to the big .
pond above the gob dump, where
the 40-pound animaly took to the
water lmmediately and apparently
made themselves st home. The
trapper sald the location was ideal
for a beaver-colony and it is hoped
they will remain. However, Mr.
Rollyson stated that for some rea-
son or at times for no apparent
reasan, beavers, llke human be-
ings, will plek up and move on.
In the meantime, we bld the new-
comers welcome &nd trust they
will stay with us, .

SERVICES HELD FOR
MRS ELIZABETH WINTER

" Mrs- Ellzabeth Winter—70, of
Akron, Ohia, formerly of Hoane
County, dled Friday In a’ Millers-
burg, Ohlo, hospital after & long
illness, Surviving are sons, Ralph
of Clay and Ross of Newton Falls,
Ohio; three brothers, Fleet Hal-
bert of Charleston, Liege of Chic-
ago, and Thomas*of Mannihgton;
and three grandchildren. Services
were conducted at 10:30 a. m. Mon-
day in"Epling Chapel by Rev. Her~
bert Smith Jr. Burial was in Epl-
ing Chapel Cemetery.

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details!
1-855-405-3412  www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS

SUNSETTER. AMERICAS NUMBER
ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the
touch of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS GURANTEED. LeafFilter is the
most advanced gutter protection for
your home, backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-844-295-2840 to
schedule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Plus get 20% off!
Seniors and military save an additional

10%. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer details.

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy three step process.
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today
to schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam
or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company -
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax credit for
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-855-368-9004 today!

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

R Picss |
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Your Ad Could Be
Here!
Call us at
304-647-5724

Every _ Style of

Pre-Tested
by Real Boys
“and Girls!

;5o

For 21 years, real boys and
girls kave pre-tested svery
patters of Poll-Parrot Shoes
in aetual wear! So your child
gobe such benedits as: lasts cor
reluted o heel heights distribute
weight sanly —leither whire
#'s nooded, retaing shaps, pro-
pechsir s o i
., the intest
. wewat yourPoll-Parrot dealer.

$4. to $695
According 0 tise and sty
AT ALL

ELK RIYER COAL AND LUMBER COMPANY STORES
WIDEN . DILLE . SWANDALE . DUNDON °
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CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT
WV3300801

Consumer Confidence Report - 2025

Covering Calendar Year - 2024

This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed customers
are our best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affect drinking water quality,
or if you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please attend any regularly scheduled water board
meeting held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. in the City Hall or call JASON HUBBARD at
304-587-4233.

Your water comes from Surface water:

Source Name

INTAKE - ELK RIVER

Source Water Type
Surface water

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immune-
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health
care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800- 426-4791).

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, livestock operations and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture,
and residential users.

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.

Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic
systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regula-
tions. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must
provide the same protection for public health.

Our water system has an estimated population of 1232 and is required to test a minimum of 2 sample(s) per
month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are
usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform
bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water
supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.

Water Quality Data

The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2024 calendar
year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless
noted, the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1 - December 31, 2024. The state
requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data, though representative
of the water quality, is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not regu-
lated and has no MCL

Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other require-
ments.

Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a

contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking
water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial con-
taminants.

Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.

Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/1)

Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter(ug/l)

Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.

Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.

Monitoring Period Average (MPA): An average of sample results obtained during a defined time frame,
common examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just
noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.

Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months and
used to determine compliance with MCLs.

Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at a
particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Testing Results for: CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT

Regulated Collection |Highest|Range
Contaminants Date Value [(low/high) |Unit | MCLG | MCL |Typical Source
ANTIMONY, 7//9/2024 10.025 ]0.025 ppb |6 6 Discharge from petroleum
TOTAL refineries; fire retardants;
ceramics; electronics; solder|
BARIUM 7/9/2024  10.0534 {0.0534 ppm |2 2 Discharge of drilling
wastes; Discharge from
metal refineries; Erosion
of natural deposits
NITRATE 7/9/2024  10.054 |0.053- ppm |10 10 Runoff from fertilizer
0.054 use; Leaching from
septic tanks, sewage;
Erosion of natural deposits
NITRATE- 7/9/2024  10.054 ]0.053- ppm |10 10 Runoff from fertilizer
NITRITE 0.054 use; Leaching from septic
tanks, sewage; Erosion of
natural deposits
Disinfection Sample Monitoring | Highest |Range
Byproducts Point Period LRAA |(low/high) |Unit [ MCL | MCLG |Typical Source
Total Halo- Maysel 2024 44 25-66 ppb |60 0 Byproduct of
acetic Acids Laurel Rdg drinking water
(HAAS) Bird disinfection
Residence
TTHM Morgan 2024 56 22-112  |ppb |80 0 Byproduct of
Carr Road drinking water
Wriston chlorination
Residence
Lead and Monitoring |90th Per- | Range Sites
Copper Period centile | (low/high) | Unit AL |over AL | Typical Source
COPPER, 2022-2024 |0.029 0.0012- |ppm 1.3 10 Corrosion of household
FREE 0.0368 plumbing systems;
Erosion of natural
deposits; Leaching from
wood preservatives
LEAD 2022-2024 |2.6 0-6 ppb 15 |1 Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; Erosion
of natural deposits

Infants and children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It is
possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of ma-
terials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water,
you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.
Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health
effects in all age groups, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young
children. Some of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead
exposure can also result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults
have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems. Contact your
health care provider for more information about your risks.

Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both for-
mulefed and breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts
used in service lines and in home plumbing. CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT is responsible for providing
high quality drinking water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the
plumbing in your home. Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure is possible even when your
tap sampling results do not detect lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by
identifying and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s
risk. Using a filter, certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead,
is effective in reducing lead exposures. Follow the instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is
used properly. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling water does not
remove lead from water. Before using tap water for drinking, cooking; or making baby formula, flush your
pipes for several minutes. You can do this by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of
dishes. If you have a lead service line or galvanized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush
your pipes for a longer period. If you are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water
tested, contact CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT and JASON HUBBARD at 304-587-4233. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at https://
www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT completed lead tap sampling in 2022-2024 the results are available for review
and can be accessed at the City Hall.

CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT has prepared a service line inventory identifying service line materials
throughout the water distribution supply. The most up to date inventory is located at the City Hall. By Novem-
ber 1, 2027, our water system must develop an updated initial inventory: known as the “baseline inventory”
and it must include each service line and identified connector that is connected to the public water distribution
system.

Our water system identified lead, galvanized requiring replacement, or lead status unknown service lines
in our inventory. Due to this identification our water system must create a service line replacement plan by
November 1, 2027.

If you have any questions about our inventory or if you would like information about our service line replace-
ment plan, please contact JASON HUBBARD at 304-587-4233.

Chlorine/Chloramines
Maximum Disinfection Level | MPA NIPA Units RAA RAA Units
11/1/2024-11/30/2024 1.40000 | MG/L 1.00000 MG/L

AVAILABILITY OF MONITORING DATA FOR UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS

Our water system has sampled for a series of unregulated contaminants. Unregulated contaminants are those
that do not yet have a drinking water standard set by the US Environment Protection Agency (EPA). The
purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is to help EPA decide whether the contaminants should have a
standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that this data is available.

If you are interested in examining the results, please contact: JASON HUBBARD at 304-587-4233.

Unresolved Facility Comments
Deficiency
Date Identified
10/25/2023 LOWER MAYSEL | The storage tank has holes (64CSR77-9.11) During a previous tank
TANK cleaning and sandblasting project it was discovered the tank walls
were severely dimpled due to interior corrosion and numerous small
holes existed in the center of many of the dimples. Please ensure the
storage tank holes are repaired. The system has a project where the
tank is to be replaced.
Total Organic Carbon Collection | Highest
Lowest Month for Removal | Date Value |Range |Unit | TT Typical Source
CARBON, TOTAL 1/9/2024 | 1.2 1.1-1.2 [MG/L | 0 |Naturally present in the environment
Analyte Facility Highest Unit of Measure Month Occurred
Turbidity TREATMENT PLANT | 0.5 NTU July
Radiological Collection | Highest | Range
Contaminants | Date Value (low/high)| Unit MCL| MCLG | Typical Source
GROSS ALPHA,
EXCL. RADON |[9/13/2022 | 0.221 0.221 pCi/L | 15 0 Erosion of natural deposits
& U
RADIUM-228  |9/13/2022 | 0.476 0.476 pCi/L |5 0 Erosion of natural deposits
Secondary Contaminants-Non Health
Based Contaminants-No Federal Maximum | Collection Highest | Range
Contaminant Level (MCL) Established. Date Value (low/high) | Unit | SMCL
NICKEL 7/9/2024 0.0006 | 0.0006 MG/L |0.1
SODIUM 7/9/2024 6.49 6.49 MG/L | 1000
During the 2024 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.
Compliance Period | Analyte Comments
1/1/2022-12/31/2022 | PUBLIC NOTICE Failed to issue public notice or failed to provide a

copy of the notice and certification to the state

1/1/2024-12/31/2024

XYLENES, TOTAL

No monitoring samples were taken or reported

1/1/2024-12/31/2024

VINYL CHLORIDE

No monitoring samples were taken or reported

1/1/2024-12/31/2024
1/1/2024-12/31/2024

TRICHLOROETHYLENE No monitoring samples were taken or reported
TRANS-1.2-DICHLOROETHYLENE | No monitoring samples were taken or reported

1/1/2024-12/31/2024 | TOLUENE No monitoring samples were taken or reported
1/1/2024-12/31/2024 | TETRACHLOROETHYLENE No monitoring samples were taken or reported
1/1/2024-12/31/2024 | STYRENE No monitoring samples were taken or reported

1/1/2024-12/31/2024
1/1/2024-12/31/2024

P-DICHLOROBENZENE
O-DICHLOROBENZENE

No monitoring samples were taken or reported
No monitoring samples were taken or reported

1/1/2024-12/31/2024 | ETHYLBENZENE No monitoring samples were taken or reported
1/1/2024-12/31/2024 | DICHLOROMETHANE No monitoring samples were taken or reported
1/1/2024-12/31/2024 | CIS-1,2-DICHLOROETHYLENE | No monitoring samples were taken or reported
1/1/2024-12/31/2024 | CHLOROBENZENE No monitoring samples were taken or reported
1/1/2024-12/31/2024 | CARBON TETRACHLORIDE No monitoring samples were taken or reported
1/1/2024-12/31/2024 | BENZENE No monitoring samples were taken or reported

1/1/2024-12/31/2024
1/1/2024-12/31/2024
1/1/2024-12/31/2024
1/1/2024-12/31/2024
1/1/2024-12/31/2024
1/1/2024-12/31/2024

1,2-DICHLOROPROPANE
1,2-DICHLOROETHANE
1,2,4-TRICHLORORBENZENE
1,1-DICHLOROETHYLENE
1,1,2-TRICHLOROETHANE
1,1,1-TRICHLOROETHANE

No monitoring samples were taken or reported
No monitoring samples were taken or reported
No monitoring samples were taken or reported
No monitoring samples were taken or reported
No monitoring samples were taken or reported
No monitoring samples were taken or reported

12/1/2014-12/31/2024 | E. COLIL Failed to collect routine or replacement coliform
samples
12/1/2024-12/31/2024 | CHLORINE Failed to monitor/report as required for chlorine

or disinfection by-products

Additional Required Health Effects Language:

Some people who drink water containing Haloacetic acids in excess of the MCL over many years may have
an increased risk of getting cancer.

Some people who drink water containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years may experi-
ence problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an increased risk of getting
cancer.

There are no additional required health effects violation notices.

Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other,
potentially harmful waterborne pathogens may be present, or that a potential pathway exists through which
contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system. We found coliforms, indicating the need to
look for potential problems in water treatment or distribution. When this occurs, we are required to conduct
assessment(s) to identify and correct any problems that were found during these assessments.

There are no additional required health effects notices.
There are no additional required health effects violation notices.

Your CCR is available at the City Hall. To receive a paper copy in the mail, please contact us at the phone
number above.

CLAY -ROANE PSD (PROCIOUS DISTRICT)
WV3300806

Consumer Confidence Report - 2025

Covering Calendar Year - 2024

This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed custom-
ers are our best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affect drinking water
quality, or if you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please attend any regularly scheduled water
board meeting held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Water Plant or call CRYSTAL D.
ADKINS at 304548-5209.

Our drinking water is supplied from another water system through a Consecutive Connection (CC). To find
out more about our drinking water sources and additional chemical sampling results, please contact our office
at the number provided above. Your water comes from Surface water:

Source Name Source Water Type
CC FROM WV3300801 CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT | Surface water
INTAKE - ELK RIVER Surface water

Buyer Name Seller Name
WV3300806 - CLAY-ROANE PSD (PROCIOUS DISTRICT) | WV3300801-CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immune-
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health
care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800- 426-4791).

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, livestock operations and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture,
and residential users.

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.

Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic
systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regula-
tions. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must
provide the same protection for public health.

Our water system has an estimated population of 2199 and is required to test a minimum of 2 sample(s) per
month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are
usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform
bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water
supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.

(1) Continued on next page
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CLAY-ROANE PSD (PROCIOUS DISTRICT) continued from previous page
Water Quality Data

The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2024 calendar
year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless
noted, the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1 - December 31, 2024. The state
requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data, though representative
of the water quality, is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not regu-
lated and has no MCL

Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements.
Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a

contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking
water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial con-
taminants.

Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.

Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/1)

Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter(ug/l)

Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.

Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.

Monitoring Period Average (MPA): An average of sample results obtained during a defined time frame,
common examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just
noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.

Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months and
used to determine compliance with MCLs.

Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at a
particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Testing Results for: CLAY-ROANE PSD (PROCIOUS DISTRICT)

Regulated Collection | Highest | Range
Contaminants | Date Value | (low/high) | Unit | MCL | MCLG | Typical Source
ANTIMONY, |3/19/2024 | 0.024 [0.024 ppb | 6 6 Discharge from petroleum
TOTAL refineries; fire retardants;
ceramics; electronics; solder
BARIUM 3/19/2024 | 0.0285 [0.0285 ppb | 2 2 Discharge of drilling wastes;
Discharge from metal refineries
Erosion of natural deposits
NITRATE 3/29/2024 | 0.27 0.27 ppm | 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer use;
Leaching from septic tanks,
sewage; Erosion of natural
deposits
NITRITE 3/29/2024 | <0.5 <0.5 ppm | 10 10 Runoff from fertilizer use;
Leaching from septic tanks,
sewage; Erosion of natural
deposits
SELENIUM | 3/19/2024 | 3.2 32 ppb | 50 50 Discharge from petroleum
and metal refineries; Erosion
of natural deposits; Discharge
from mines
THALLIUM, |3/19/2024 | 0.015 [0.015 ppb | 2 0.5 Leaching from ore-processing
sites; Discharge from
electronics, glass, and drug
factories
Disinfection Sample Monitoring| Highest | Range
Byproducts Point Period LRAA | (low/high) |Unit | MCL| MCLG| Typical Source
Total Halo- 780 Reed | 2024 34 15-50 ppb |60 0 By-product of
acetic Acids Fork Rd drinking water
(HAAS) (Adkins disinfection
Residence)
TTHM 780 Reed | 2024 35 15-59 ppb |80 0 Byproduct of
Fork Rd drinking water
(Adkins chlorination
Residence)
Lead and Monitoring | 90th Per-| Range Sites
Copper Period centile (low/high) | Unit AL |[over AL | Typical Source
COPPER, 2021-2023 | 0.315 0.005- ppm 1310 Corrosion of household
FREE 1.1814 plumbing systems;
Erosion of natural
deposits; Leaching from
wood preservatives
LEAD 2021-2023 | 1 0-.2 ppb 15 10 Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; Erosion
of natural deposits

Infants and children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It is
possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of ma-
terials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water,
you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.
Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health
effects in all age groups, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young
children. Some of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead
exposure can also result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults
have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems. Contact your
health care provider for more information about your risks.

Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both for-
mulafed and breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts used
in service lines and in home plumbing. CLAY-ROANE PSD (PROCIOUS DISTRICT) is responsible for pro-
viding high quality drinking water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in
the plumbing in your home. Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure is possible even when your
tap sampling results do not detect lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by
identifying and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s
risk. Using a filter, certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, is
effective in reducing lead exposures. Follow the instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is used
properly. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling water does not remove
lead from water. Before using tap water for drinking, cooking; or making baby formula, flush your pipes for
several minutes. You can do this by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. If you
have a lead service line or galvanized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush your pipes
for a longer period. If you are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact
CLAY-ROANE PSD (PROCIOUS DISTRICT) and CRYSTAL D. ADKINS at 304-548-5209. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at https://
www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

CLAY-ROANE PSD (PROCIOUS DISTRICT) completed lead tap sampling in 2021-2023 the results are
available for review and can be accessed at the Clay-Roane PSD Office.

CLAY-ROANE PSD (PROCIOUS DISTRICT) has prepared a service line inventory identifying service line
materials throughout the water distribution supply. The most up to date inventory is located at the Clay-Roane
PSD Office. By November 1, 2027, our water system must develop an updated initial inventory: known as
the “baseline inventory” and it must include each service line and identified connector that is connected to the
public water distribution system.

Our water system identified lead, galvanized requiring replacement, or lead status unknown service lines
in our inventory. Due to this identification our water system must create a service line replacement plan by
November 1, 2027.

If you have any questions about our inventory or if you would like information about our service line replace-
ment plan, please contact CRYSTAL D. ADKINS at 304-548-5209.

Chlorine/Chloramines
Maximum Disinfection Level | MPA NIPA Units RAA RAA Units
1/1/2024-1/31/2024 7.70000 | MG/L 2.20000 MG/L

AVAILABILITY OF MONITORING DATA FOR UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS

Our water system has sampled for a series of unregulated contaminants. Unregulated contaminants are those
that do not yet have a drinking water standard set by the US Environment Protection Agency (EPA). The
purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is to help EPA decide whether the contaminants should have a
standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that this data is available.

If you are interested in examining the results, please contact: CRYSTAL D. ADKINS at 304-548-5209.

Unresolved Comments
Deficiency
Date Identified

8/16/2023

Facility

TREATMENT
PLANT

The chlorine room does not have a properly functioning leak detector.
(64CSR77-7.4.c) Please ensure the chlorine room has a properly
functioning leak detector. Not having a properly functioning chlorine
leak detector is an extreme danger to the staff of the system, the
visitors to the system, the visitors to the office, and even others nearby
such as residents in nearby houses or possibly even fisherman
floating by on the river. Besides a safety issue it also poses a liability
issue should someone be exposed to chlorine gas with no warning
from a leak detector system.

The system utilizes very old monitoring equipment. For instance, the
system is using a Hatch 1720E in-line turbidimeter with a sc100
controller. This instrument is reportedly no longer being supported
by the manufacturer and thus cannot be properly calibrated. The
system is using a benchtop to verify values but calibration on the
inline can’t be done properly at this time. Since monitoring equip-
ment is not properly calibrated (64CSR77-4.9) the system should
review all monitoring equipment for replacement with newer

8/16/2023 WATER SYSTEM

currently supported instruments which an be properly calibrated.
Please ensure all monitoring equipment is properly calibrated.

Total Organic Carbon Collection |Highest
Lowest Month for Removal | Date Value [Range |Unit [TT Typical Source
CARBON, TOTAL 3/13/2024 |7.6 0.88-7.6 [MG/L |0 |Naturally present in the environment
Analyte Facility Highest Unit of Measure Month Occurred
Turbidity TREATMENT PLANT [0.28 NTU December
Radiological Collection | Highest | Range
Contaminants | Date Value (low/high) | Unit | MCL |MCLG | Typical Source
COMBINED 3/7/2022 0.019 0.019 pg/L |30 |0 Erosion of natural deposits
URANIUM
RADIUM-228 | 3/7/2022 0.135 0.135 pCi/L | 0 0 Erosion of natural deposits
Secondary Contaminants-Non Health
Based Contaminants-No Federal Maximum | Collection Highest | Range
Contaminant Level (MCL) Established. Date Value (low/high) | Unit | SMCL
NICKEL 3/19/2024 0.001 0.001 MG/L | 0.1
SODIUM 3/19/2024 8.6 8.6 MG/L | 1000

During the 2024 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.

Compliance Period | Analyte Comments

1/1/2020-12/31/2022 | PUBLIC NOTICE Failed to issue public notice or failed to provide a
copy of the notice and certification to the state

1/1/2024-12/31/2022 | PUBLIC NOTICE Failed to issue public notice or failed to provide a
copy of the notice and certification to the state

10/1/2022-12/31/2022 | PUBLIC NOTICE Failed to issue public notice or failed to provide a
copy of the notice and certification to the state

1/1/2023-12/31/2023 | PUBLIC NOTICE Failed to issue public notice or failed to provide a
copy of the notice and certification to the state

Additional Required Health Effects Language:

Some people who drink water containing haloacetic acids in excess of the MCL over many years have an increased
rick of getting cancer.

Some people who drink water containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years may experience
problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an increase risk of getting cancer.
There are no additional required health effects notices.

There are no additional required health effects violation notices.

Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other,
potentially harmful waterborne pathogens may be present, or that a potential pathway exists through which
contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system. We found coliforms, indicating the need to
look for potential problems in water treatment or distribution. When this occurs, we are required to conduct
assessment(s) to identify and correct any problems that were found during these assessments.

Some or all of our drinking water is supplied from Clay Water Department. The tables above lists all
of the drinking water contaminants, which were detected during the 2024 calendar year from the water
systems that we purchase drinking water from.

There are no additional required health effects violation notices.
Your CCR is available at Clay Roane PSD Office. To receive a paper copy in the mail, please contact us at 304-
548-5209.

CLAY CO PSD-HARTLAND
WV3300811

Consumer Confidence Report - 2025
Covering Calendar Year - 2024

This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed customers
are our best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affect drinking water quality,
or if you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please attend any regularly scheduled water board
meeting held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 11:00 a.m. in the Clay PSD Office or call BEVERLY S.
PIERSON at 304-587-7579.

Our drinking water is supplied from another water system through a Consecutive Connection (CC). To find
out more about our drinking water sources and additional chemical sampling results, please contact our office
at the number provided above. Your water comes from Surface water:

Source Name

CC FROM WV3300801 CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT

Buyer Name
WV3300811 - CLAY CO PSD - HARTLAND

Source Water Type
Surface water

Seller Name
CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immune-
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health
care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800- 426-4791).

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, livestock operations and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture,
and residential users.

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.

Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic
systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regula-
tions. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must
provide the same protection for public health.

Our water system has an estimated population of 1232 and is required to test a minimum of 2 sample(s) per
month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are
usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform
bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water
supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.

Water Quality Data

The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2024 calendar
year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless
noted, the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1 - December 31, 2024. The state
requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data, though representative
of the water quality, is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not regu-
lated and has no MCL

Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other require-
ments.

Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a

contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking
water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial con-
taminants.

Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.

Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/1)

Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter(pg/1)

Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.

Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.
Monitoring Period Average (MPA): An average of sample results obtained during a defined time frame,

common examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just
noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.

Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months and
used to determine compliance with MCLs.

Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at a
particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Testing Results for: CLAY CO PSD - HARTLAND

Disinfection Sample Monitoring | Highest |Range

Byproducts Point Period LRAA | (low/high) |Unit | MCL | MCLG |Typical Source

Total Halo- Fola 2024 46 23-64 ppb |60 0 Byproduct of

acetic Acids Booster drinking water

(HAAS) Station 855 disinfection
Fola Rd

TTHM Little 2024 65 24.3-109 [ppb |80 0 Byproduct of
General drinking water
13992 Clay chlorination
Hwy

?2) Continued on next page
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CLAY CO PSD-HARTLAND continued from previous pages

Lead and Monitoring | 90th Per- |Range Sites

Copper Period centile (low/high) | Unit AL |over AL | Typical Source

COPPER, 2021-2023 |0.0066 |0.00083- | ppm 1.3 |0 Corrosion of household

FREE 0.0449 plumbing systems;
Erosion of natural
deposits; Leaching from
wood preservatives

LEAD 2021-2023 10.26 0-0.41 ppb 15 |0 Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; Erosion
of natural deposits

Infants and children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It is
possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of ma-
terials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water,
you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.
Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health
effects in all age groups, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young
children. Some of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead
exposure can also result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults
have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems. Contact your
health care provider for more information about your risks.

Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both for-
mulefed and breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts
used in service lines and in home plumbing. CLAY CO PSD - HARTLAND is responsible for providing
high quality drinking water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the
plumbing in your home. Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure is possible even when your
tap sampling results do not detect lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by
identifying and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s
risk. Using a filter, certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead,
is effective in reducing lead exposures. Follow the instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is
used properly. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling water does not
remove lead from water. Before using tap water for drinking, cooking; or making baby formula, flush your
pipes for several minutes. You can do this by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of
dishes. If you have a lead service line or galvanized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush
your pipes for a longer period. If you are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water
tested, contact CLAY CO PSD - HARTLAND and BEVERLY S. PIERSON at 304-587-1134. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at https:/
www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

CLAY CO PSD - HARTLAND completed lead tap sampling in 2021-2023 the results are available for review
and can be accessed at the Clay PSD Office.

CLAY CO PSD - HARTLAND has prepared a service line inventory identifying service line materials
throughout the water distribution supply. The most up to date inventory is located at the Clay PSD Office.
By November 1, 2027, our water system must develop an updated initial inventory: known as the “baseline
inventory” and it must include each service line and identified connector that is connected to the public water
distribution system.

Our water system identified lead, galvanized requiring replacement, or lead status unknown service lines
in our inventory. Due to this identification our water system must create a service line replacement plan by
November 1, 2027.

If you have any questions about our inventory or if you would like information about our service line replace-
ment plan, please contact BEVERLY S. PIERSON at 304-587-1134.

Chlorine/Chloramines
Maximum Disinfection Level | MPA NIPA Units RAA RAA Units
12/1/2024-12/31/2024 1.80000 | MG/L 1.00000 MG/L

AVAILABILITY OF MONITORING DATA FOR UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS

Our water system has sampled for a series of unregulated contaminants. Unregulated contaminants are those
that do not yet have a drinking water standard set by the US Environment Protection Agency (EPA). The
purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is to help EPA decide whether the contaminants should have a
standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that this data is available.

If you are interested in examining the results, please contact: Beverly S. Pierson at 304-587-7579.

During the 2024 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.

Additional Required Health Effects Language:

Some people who drink water containing haloacetic acids in excess of the MCL over many years have an increased
rick of getting cancer.

Some people who drink water containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years may experience
problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an increase risk of getting cancer.
Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other,
potentially harmful waterborne pathogens may be present, or that a potential pathway exists through which
contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system. We found coliforms, indicating the need to
look for potential problems in water treatment or distribution. When this occurs, we are required to conduct
assessment(s) to identify and correct any problems that were found during these assessments.

Some or all of our drinking water is supplied from Clay Water Department. The tables above lists all
of the drinking water contaminants, which were detected during the 2024 calendar year from the water
systems that we purchase drinking water from.

There are no additional required health effects violation notices.
Your CCR is available at Clay County PSD Office. To receive a paper copy in the mail, please contact us at the
phone number above.

Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.

Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/1)

Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter(pg/1)

Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.

Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.

Monitoring Period Average (MPA): An average of sample results obtained during a defined time frame,
common examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just
noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.

Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months and
used to determine compliance with MCLs.

Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at a
particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Testing Results for: CLAY CO PSD - IVYDALE
Disinfection Sample Monitoring| Highest |Range
Byproducts Point Period LRAA [(low/high) [Unit | MCL| MCLG Typical Source
Total Halo- 1053 Clinic | 2024 44 14-60 ppb |60 0 Byproduct of
acetic Acids Drive drinking water
(HAAS) (Laurel disinfection
Nursing
Home)
TTHM 1053 Clinic | 2024 54 14-80 ppb |80 0 Byproduct of
Drive drinking water
Nursing chlorination
Home)
Lead and Monitoring | 90th Per-| Range Sites
Copper Period centile [ (low/high) | Unit AL |over AL | Typical Source
COPPER, 2022-2024 |0.0513  [0.0045- |ppm 1.3 10 Corrosion of household
FREE 0.169 plumbing systems;
Erosion of natural
deposits; Leaching from
wood preservatives
LEAD 2022-2024 |14 0.082-6.7 |ppb 15 10 Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; Erosion
of natural deposits

Infants and children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It is
possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of ma-
terials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water,
you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.
Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health
effects in all age groups, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young
children. Some of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead
exposure can also result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults
have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems. Contact your
health care provider for more information about your risks.

Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both for-
mulefed and breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts used
in service lines and in home plumbing. CLAY CO PSD - IVYDALE is responsible for providing high quality
drinking water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the plumbing in
your home. Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure is possible even when your tap sampling
results do not detect lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by identifying
and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s risk. Using a
filter, certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, is effective in re-
ducing lead exposures. Follow the instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is used properly. Use
only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling water does not remove lead from
water. Before using tap water for drinking, cooking; or making baby formula, flush your pipes for several min-
utes. You can do this by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. If you have a lead
service line or galvanized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush your pipes for a longer
period. If you are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact CLAY CO
PSD - IVYDALE and BEVERLY S. PIERSON at 304-587-1134. Information on lead in drinking water, test-
ing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at https://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
CLAY CO PSD - IVYDALE completed lead tap sampling in 2021-2023 the results are available for review
and can be accessed at the Clay PSD Office.

CLAY CO PSD - IVYDALE has prepared a service line inventory identifying service line materials through-
out the water distribution supply. The most up to date inventory is located at the PSD Office. By November
1, 2027, our water system must develop an updated initial inventory: known as the “baseline inventory” and
it must include each service line and identified connector that is connected to the public water distribution
system.

Our water system identified lead, galvanized requiring replacement, or lead status unknown service lines
in our inventory. Due to this identification our water system must create a service line replacement plan by
November 1, 2027.

If you have any questions about our inventory or if you would like information about our service line replace-
ment plan, please contact BEVERLY S. PIERSON at 304-587-7579.

Chlorine/Chloramines
Maximum Disinfection Level | MPA NIPA Units RAA RAA Units
12/1/2024-12/31/2024 1.69000 | MG/L 1.10000 MG/L

CLAY CO PSD-IVYDALE

WV3300809

Consumer Confidence Report - 2025

Covering Calendar Year - 2024

This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed customers
are our best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affect drinking water quality,
or if you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please attend any regularly scheduled water board
meeting held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. in the PSD Office or call BEVERLY S. PIERSON
at 304-587-7579.

Our drinking water is supplied from another water system through a Consecutive Connection (CC). To find
out more about our drinking water sources and additional chemical sampling results, please contact our office
at the number provided above. Your water comes from Surface water:

Source Name
CC FROM WV3300801 CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT

Buyer Name Seller Name
WV3300809 - CLAY CO PSD - IVYDALE CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immune-
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health
care providers. EPNCDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800- 426-4791).

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, livestock operations and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture,
and residential users.

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.

Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic
systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regula-
tions. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must
provide the same protection for public health.

Our water system has an estimated population of 729 and is required to test a minimum of 1 sample(s) per
month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are
usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform
bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water
supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.

Source Water Type
Surface water

Water Quality Data

The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2024 calendar
year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless
noted, the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1 - December 31, 2024. The state
requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data, though representative
of the water quality, is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not regu-
lated and has no MCL

Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements.
Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a

contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.
There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

AVAILABILITY OF MONITORING DATA FOR UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS

Our water system has sampled for a series of unregulated contaminants. Unregulated contaminants are those
that do not yet have a drinking water standard set by the US Environment Protection Agency (EPA). The
purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is to help EPA decide whether the contaminants should have a
standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that this data is available.

If you are interested in examining the results, please contact: Beverly S. Pierson at 304-587-7579.

During the 2024 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.

Additional Required Health Effects Language:

Some people who drink water containing haloacetic acids in excess of the MCL over many years have an increased
rick of getting cancer.

Some people who drink water containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years may experience
problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an increase risk of getting cancer.
Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other,
potentially harmful waterborne pathogens may be present, or that a potential pathway exists through which
contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system. We found coliforms, indicating the need to
look for potential problems in water treatment or distribution. When this occurs, we are required to conduct
assessment(s) to identify and correct any problems that were found during these assessments.

Some or all of our drinking water is supplied from Clay Water Department. The tables above lists all
of the drinking water contaminants, which were detected during the 2024 calendar year from the water
systems that we purchase drinking water from.

There are no additional required health effects violation notices.
Your CCR is available at Clay County PSD Olffice. To receive a paper copy in the mail, please contact us at the
phone number above.

CLAY CO - TRIPLETT RIDGE
WV3300810

Consumer Confidence Report - 2025
Covering Calendar Year - 2024

This brochure is a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided last year. Included are the details about
where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and state standards. We are committed to providing you with information because informed customers
are our best allies. If you would like to observe the decision-making process that affect drinking water quality,
or if you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please attend any regularly scheduled water board
meeting held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 11:00 a.m. in the Clay PSD Office or call BEVERLY S.
PIERSON at 304-587-7579.

Our drinking water is supplied from another water system through a Consecutive Connection (CC). To find
out more about our drinking water sources and additional chemical sampling results, please contact our office
at the number provided above. Your water comes from Surface water:

Source Name Source Water Type
CC FROM WV3300801 CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT | Surface water

Buyer Name
WV3300810 - CLAY CO PSD - TRIPLETT RIDGE

Seller Name
CLAY WATER DEPARTMENT

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immune-
compromised persons such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be
particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health
care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800- 426-4791).

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe
Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) included rivers, lakes, streams, ponds,
reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves
naturally occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting
from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in sources water before we treat it include:

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic
systems, livestock operations and wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban storm
water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming.
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as storm water run-off, agriculture,
and residential users.

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or the result of mining activity.

Organic contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and also come from gas stations, urban storm water run-off, and septic
systems.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulation which limits the amount of
certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems. We treat our water according to EPA’s regula-
tions. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, which must
provide the same protection for public health.

3) Continued on next page




Thursday, July 10, 2025 The Clay County Free Press - 9

LEGAL

CLAY CO PSD - TRIPLETT RIDGE continued from previous page

Our water system has an estimated population of 92 and is required to test a minimum of 1 sample(s) per
month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. Coliform bacteria are
usually harmless, but their presence in water can be an indication of disease-causing bacteria. When coliform
bacteria are found, special follow-up tests are done to determine if harmful bacteria are present in the water
supply. If this limit is exceeded, the water supplier must notify the public.

Water Quality Data

The following tables list all of the drinking water contaminants which were detected during the 2024 calendar
year. The presence of these contaminants does not necessarily indicate the water poses a health risk. Unless
noted, the data presented in this table is from the testing done January 1 - December 31, 2024. The state
requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations of these
contaminants are not expected to vary significantly from year to year. Some of the data, though representative
of the water quality, is more than one year old.

Terms & Abbreviations

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): the “Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or expected risk to human health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): the “Maximum Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL): recommended level for a contaminant that is not regu-
lated and has no MCL

Action Level (AL): the concentration of a contaminant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other require-
ments.

Treatment Technique (TT): a required process intended to reduce levels of a

contaminant in drinking water.

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): the highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking
water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial con-
taminants.

Non-Detects (ND): lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.

Parts per Million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/1)

Parts per Billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter(pg/1)

Picocuries per Liter (pCi/L): a measure of the radioactivity in water.

Millirems per Year (mrem/yr): measure of radiation absorbed by the body.

Monitoring Period Average (MPA): An average of sample results obtained during a defined time frame,
common examples of monitoring periods are monthly, quarterly and yearly.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just
noticeable to the average person. Turbidity is not regulated for groundwater systems.

Running Annual Average (RAA): an average of sample results obtained over the most current 12 months and
used to determine compliance with MCLs.

Locational Running Annual Average (LRAA): Average of sample analytical results for samples taken at a
particular monitoring location during the previous four calendar quarters.

Testing Results for: CLAY CO PSD - TRIPLETT RIDGE

Disinfection Sample Monitoring | Highest |Range
Byproducts Point Period LRAA |(low/high) | Unit | MCL | MCLG |Typical Source
Total Halo- 4476 2024 40 21-53 ppb |60 0 By-product of
acetic Acids Triplett drinking water
(HAAS) Ridge DOH disinfection
TTHM 4476 2024 55 17-108  |ppb (80 0 Byproduct of
Triplett drinking water
Ridge DOH chlorination
Lead and Monitoring | 90th Per- | Range Sites
Copper Period centile (low/high) |Unit AL |over AL | Typical Source
COPPER, 2021-2023 |0.0176  [0.00048- |[ppm 1.3 10 Corrosion of household
FREE 0.0251 plumbing systems;
Erosion of natural
deposits; Leaching from
wood preservatives
LEAD 2021-2023 {0.32 0-0.4 ppb 15 (0 Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; Erosion
of natural deposits

Infants and children are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking water than the general population. It is
possible that lead levels at your home may be higher than at other homes in the community as a result of ma-
terials used in your home’s plumbing. If you are concerned about elevated lead levels in your home’s water,
you may wish to have your water tested and flush your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using tap water.
Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

LEGAL

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE is hereby given pursuant to and by virtue of the authority vested in the
Substitute Trustee, WV Trustee Services, LLC, by that certain Deed of Trust dated November 10, 2010, ex-
ecuted by Borrower(s), Barbara R Welch and John W Welch, to Richard A. Pill, the Trustee of record in the
office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Book 125, at Page 738. At
the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have a mailing address of 240
UPPER TWO RUN RD, CLAY, WV 25043. WV Trustee Services, LLC were appointed as Substitute Trustees
by APPOINTMENT OF SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE dated April 21, 2025, of record in the Clerk’s Office in
Book 37, Page 356. The borrower(s) defaulted under the Note and Deed of Trust and the Substitute Trustees
have been instructed to foreclose under the Deed of Trust. Accordingly, the Substitute Trustees will sell the
following described property to the highest bidder at the front door of the Courthouse of Clay County, in Clay,
West Virginia, on the following date:

1st day of August, 2025 at 11:30 a.m.
All that certain tract or parcel of real estate, together with any buildings or improvements thereon, rights or
rights of way incidental thereto, and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate in the Stephenson Addition
to the town of Clay, in Henry District, Clay County, West Virginia, and as more particularly bounded and
described as follows:

BEGINNING at a 1/2” iron rod set, being a common corner with property of Frank Kerr, Jr., at a 35’ street,
thence running with said 35’ street N, 70 degrees 24” W., 158.00 feet to an axle found at another 35’ street N.
19 degrees 36’ E., 109 feet to a 1/2” iron rod set at the old county road; thence running with the old county
road S. 81 degrees 30’ E., 161.01 feet to a 1/2” iron rod set, being a common corner with property of Frank
Kerr, Jr.; thence running with the property line of Frank Kerr, Jr., S. 19 degrees 36 W., 140.00 feet to the
place of beginning, containing 0.45 acres, more or less, being designated as Lot 1, 2, and 3 of Block “G” of
the Stephenson Addition as surveyed May 17, 2000, by William A. Robert, N. 714. Being the same real estate
conveyed to John W. Welch and Barbara R. Welch, husband and wife, by Linda A. Given, (formerly known as
Linda A. Jarvis), et al, by deed dated October 28, 2010, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County
Commission of Nicholas County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 207, at Page 622.

This deed of trust is made subject to the same exceptions, reservations, conditions, restrictions and ease-
ments contained in prior deeds of conveyance of record for the above described real estate, insofar as same are
presently applicable and have not been released, abandoned or discharged by law or otherwise.

TERMS OF SALE:

1) The property will be conveyed in an “AS IS” physical condition by Deed containing no warranty,
express or implied, subject to the Internal Revenue Service right of redemption, all property taxes, prior
Deeds, liens, reservations, encumbrances, restrictions, rights-of-ways, easements, covenants, convey-
ances and conditions of record in the Clerk’s office or affecting the subject property.

2) The Purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the transfer taxes imposed by the West Virginia
Code § 11-22-1.

3) The Beneficiary and/or the Servicer of the Deed of Trust and Note reserve the right to submit a bid for
the property at sale.

4) The Trustee reserves the right to continue sale of the subject property from time to time by written or
oral proclamation, which continuance shall be in the sole discretion of the Trustee.

5) The Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing tenant or person occupying the property to
vacate said property, and any personal property and/or belongings remaining at the property after the
foreclosure sale will be deemed to constitute ABANDONED PROPERTY AND WILL BE DISPOSED
OF ACCORDINGLY.

6) The total purchase price is payable to the Trustee within thirty (30) days of the date of sale, with ten
(10%) of the total purchase price payable to the Trustee at sale.

WYV Trustee Services, LLC, Substitute Trustee

BY:

Jim Ashley, Limited Signing Officer
WYV Trustee Services, LLC
McGuire Office Center

618 Tenth Street, Suite 108
Huntington, WV 25701

(304) 853-3336
jim.ashley@wvtrusteeservices.com

NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS

Appalachian Power plans to maintain a portion of its power line rights-of-way in West Virginia through the aerial
application of registered herbicides. Weather permitting, the program will begin on or about June 1, 2025.

Questions about the program or information about sensitive areas near the power lines listed below, such as springs,
wells, streams, lakes, ponds, orchards, crop areas, gardens, pastures, meadows, year-round dwellings, public
recreation areas and Christmas tree farms, may be directed to the company by calling toll-free 1-800-642-3622.
Maps showing the location of rights-of-way to be maintained are available for review upon request.

Right-of-way maintenance agreements between Appalachian Power and landowners are available to landowners
who prefer to accept responsibility for clearing the right-of-way crossing their property instead of the company’s aerial
application of herbicides. The agreement compensates the landowner by an amount equivalent to the cost of aerial
herbicide application, provided the work meets Appalachian Power’s specifications. Landowners desiring to enter
right-of- way maintenance agreements with Appalachian Power should call the toll-free number above.

Herbicides to be used have been extensively tested and are registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and the West Virginia Department of Agriculture. They are imazapyr, metsulfuron methyl, fosamine, triclopyr,
aminocy-clopyrachlor and aminopyralid. All applications are performed by certified applicators.

Rights-of-way involved in the program are:

CLAY COUNTY

Bright Coal Company Tap 46kV — A transmission line on wood structures beginning at a tap off the Belva-
Clendenin 46kV line, running west approximately one mile and ending at a dead end.

APPALACHIAN
POWER

An AEP Company

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health
effects in all age groups, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young
children. Some of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention span. Lead
exposure can also result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are
exposed to lead before or during pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults
have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system problems. Contact your
health care provider for more information about your risks.

Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both for-
mulefed and breastfed), and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and parts
used in service lines and in home plumbing. CLAY CO PSD - TRIPLETT RIDGE is responsible for providing
high quality drinking water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in the
plumbing in your home. Because lead levels may vary over time, lead exposure is possible even when your
tap sampling results do not detect lead at one point in time. You can help protect yourself and your family by
identifying and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your family’s
risk. Using a filter, certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, is
effective in reducing lead exposures. Follow the instructions provided with the filter to ensure the filter is used
properly. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and making baby formula. Boiling water does not remove
lead from water. Before using tap water for drinking, cooking; or making baby formula, flush your pipes for
several minutes. You can do this by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. If you
have a lead service line or galvanized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush your pipes
for a longer period. If you are concerned about lead in your water and wish to have your water tested, contact
CLAY CO PSD - TRIPLETT RIDGE and BEVERLY S. PIERSON at 304-587-1134. Information on lead in
drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at https:/www.epa.
gov/safewater/lead.

CLAY CO PSD - TRIPLETT RIDGE completed lead tap sampling in 2021-2023 the results are available for
review and can be accessed at the Clay-Roane PSD Office.

CLAY CO PSD - TRIPLETT RIDGE has prepared a service line inventory identifying service line materials
throughout the water distribution supply. The most up to date inventory is located at the Clay PSD Office.
By November 1, 2027, our water system must develop an updated initial inventory: known as the “baseline
inventory” and it must include each service line and identified connector that is connected to the public water
distribution system.

Our water system identified lead, galvanized requiring replacement, or lead status unknown service lines
in our inventory. Due to this identification our water system must create a service line replacement plan by
November 1, 2027.

If you have any questions about our inventory or if you would like information about our service line replace-
ment plan, please contact BEVERLY S. PIERSON at 304-587-1134.

Chlorine/Chloramines
Maximum Disinfection Level | MPA NIPA Units RAA RAA Units
1/1/2024-1/31/2024 1.29000 | MG/L 0.90000 MG/L

AVAILABILITY OF MONITORING DATA FOR UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS

Our water system has sampled for a series of unregulated contaminants. Unregulated contaminants are those
that do not yet have a drinking water standard set by the US Environment Protection Agency (EPA). The
purpose of monitoring for these contaminants is to help EPA decide whether the contaminants should have a
standard. As our customers, you have a right to know that this data is available.

If you are interested in examining the results, please contact: Beverly S. Pierson at 304-587-7579.

During the 2024 calendar year, we had the below noted violation(s) of drinking water regulations.

Additional Required Health Effects Language:

Some people who drink water containing haloacetic acids in excess of the MCL over many years have an increased
rick of getting cancer.

Some people who drink water containing trihalomethanes in excess of the MCL over many years may experience
problems with their liver, kidneys, or central nervous systems, and may have an increase risk of getting cancer.

There are no additional required health effects violation notices.

Coliforms are bacteria that are naturally present in the environment and are used as an indicator that other,
potentially harmful waterborne pathogens may be present, or that a potential pathway exists through which
contamination may enter the drinking water distribution system. We found coliforms, indicating the need to
look for potential problems in water treatment or distribution. When this occurs, we are required to conduct
assessment(s) to identify and correct any problems that were found during these assessments.

Some or all of our drinking water is supplied from Clay Water Department. The tables above lists all
of the drinking water contaminants, which were detected during the 2024 calendar year from the water
systems that we purchase drinking water from.

There are no additional required health effects violation notices.
Your CCR is available at Clay County PSD Office. To receive a paper copy in the mail, please contact us at the
phone number above.

LEGAL

(2022-C-000344 - Clay County - KIMBERLY DAWSON)

To: ELBERT SIMMONS C/O PAT VALADE, JENNIFER WOODARD, ERICA GIBBONS, or heirs at
law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fidu-
ciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent
property, and other parties that may have an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT UNION MAP 13 PARCEL 0040 0001 0000
You will take notice that KIMBERLY DAWSON, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No.
2022-C-000344, located in UNION District, 1.5 AC PORTER SUR, which was returned delinquent or
nonentered in the name of SIMMONS THOMAS EUGENE, and was sold by the deputy commissioner
of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on May 4, 2023.
KIMBERLY DAWSON requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after
September 1, 2025, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount
needed to redeem on or before August 31, 2025 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with $ 22474
interest, for tax year ticket number 2021 - 18855.

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2022 - 18833.  §  140.90
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $  129.65
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,

Secretary of State with interest. $  702.07
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $  357.63
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,554.99

certified or personal check.
You may redeem at any time before August 31, 2025, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand June 16, 2025
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia
Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections
Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

LEGAL

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been
opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190,
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice,
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, July 3, 2025

Claim Deadline: Monday, September 1, 2025

APPOINTMENT DATE 06/10/2025
ESTATE NAME: ZACHARY BLAKE FUGETT
ADMINISTRATRIX JENNIFER RENEA FUGETT

2886 OSSIA ROAD
DUCK WV 25063-8312
03/19/2025
DONALD RON MOORE
RONALD LANE
2402 FOLARD
BICKMORE WV 25019-9786
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 06/27/2025
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190

place
your
legals
€all
us at
(304)-
647-
5724

APPOINTMENT DATE
ESTATE NAME:
EXECUTOR
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OPIOID FUNDS

Continued from Page 3

located at Bream Memorial Presbyterian Church, are
described as no-barrier, allowing people to access what
they need at any time.

Hudson described his experience with WVFF as re-
quiring precision, but said some of the process is un-
clear. In the first round of statewide applications award-
ed in December 2024, Hudson said his organization was
eliminated for not including a page stating “not appli-
cable” where a section did not apply to them, but later
resubmitted.

He applied for $200,000 to fund a re-entry program
to house people coming out of incarceration and help
them integrate back into society to prevent recidivism
and homelessness.

Hudson says he was awarded $80,000 in his second
attempt at funding from WVFF and was not provided an
explanation as to why he received less than half of what
he requested.

According to Hudson, WVFF reporting requirements
were “very vague.” For successful applicants, quarterly
reports are required to show how the funds are being
spent and whether or not they’re completing the objec-
tives set out in their application.

In October 2024, Wise completed and submitted a
WVFF application for Jacob’s Ladder as well — a six-
month, long-term residential treatment program for men
in Aurora, West Virginia— which met the initial require-
ments and moved into the second evaluation phase. The
second phase involved a vote by a five-member board
appointed by the governor. The application requested
funding for scholarships that would help offset the cost
of treatment at the facility not covered by an individual’s
insurance. Board members voted against their applica-
tion.

One settlement, 55 systems

Compared to WVFF’s process, Wise said the Mon
County application he completed on behalf of Lauren’s
Wish was not as lengthy and more straightforward.

The county uses an online portal with boxes for ap-
plicants to fill in the requested specific information.
Applicants were required to submit a project summary,
proposal details and organization information. For every
reimbursement or drawdown, proof of purchase must be
submitted and must align with the proposal.

Mon County Commission President Tom Bloom says
they largely modeled their application after Kanawha
County, the state’s largest county in population and
home to its capital city.

In distributing its funding, the Kanawha County Com-
mission has taken some measures to be transparent,
posting all applications to their website for the public
and other organizations to review.

To date, the county has received a total of
$3,905.023.09 in its opioid settlement payments, and
so far, has funded eight organizations for $1,088,208.
The Neighborhood S.H.O.P. requested $49,500 to help
establish a new staff position but was denied funding on
Oct. 1, 2024.

Applications in Kanawha County are accepted on a
rolling basis. Every expenditure and funding request is
voted on by the three elected commissioners in a public
meeting that allows for community input.

The commission did not sponsor community conver-
sations to discuss the funds, but community groups in
Charleston did hold town halls, bringing various groups
together to discuss the distribution of opioid dollars and
communicate those recommendations to county offi-
cials. At the Kanawha County Public Library, about 60
people attended one of these town halls in March.

Kanawha County Commissioner Lance Wheeler said
the commission avoided funding new organizations or
those without a “proven track-record.”

When asked if the Kanawha commissioners consulted
experts in the field before making final funding deci-
sions or if they made the decisions based on their own
exp

He said they have relationships with the local
Kanawha-Charleston Health Department and Recovery
Point Health, whom they provided funding to from the
county budget, and also have experience in responding
to funding requests.

In Monongalia County, the application, which is
based on a general format and questions used by
Kanawha County, asked organizations to provide an ex-
ecutive summary of their proposal, its details, budgeting
and organization information, including current funding
sources. The majority of questions have a 10,000-char-
acter answer limit.

Where Wise at Lauren’s Wish said his WVFF applica-
tion was 50-60 pages, his final application for Mononga-
lia County amounted to seven pages, plus additional tax
and financial documents.

As of May 1, Monongalia County has received
$1,221,683.89. According to meeting minutes from July
2024, the commission had been working to create a pro-
cess to award opioid settlement funds for months, but
has chosen not to hold public forums to gain community
insight into the need, like some counties did.

Bloom said commissioners did not consult experts
in evidence-based treatment during the application cre-
ation, review or awarding process, but rather relied on
their own experience and research.

On July 31, 2024, the three-person Monongalia Coun-
ty Commission approved 12 of 17 applications for a to-
tal of $576,900, according to Bloom. Before funding or-
ganizations at the July meeting, he said he and the other
two commissioners spent close to 30 hours reviewing
the “huge” applications.

Lauren’s Wish was awarded $37,500 that day to fully
integrate Brown’s ABA program into its peer recovery
support services.

Mon County commissioners say they focused on se-
lecting specific, established programs that could further
provide their services to the community while also look-
ing for new approaches that could assist people with
opioid use disorders, with “the key being that we didn’t
want to duplicate the services that are out there,” ac-
cording to Bloom.

Bloom was a guidance counselor for 34 years and has

Randall Brown leads one of his weekly group A.B.A. sessions at Lauren’s Wish in Morgantown, W.Va. Photo by Sam

Nichols/West Virginia University
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been a county commissioner since 2013, and with some
additional research, said he felt confident in the commis-
sion making funding decisions.

While county commissioners are not required to have
expertise in substance use disorders or follow a specific
application, review, or awarding process, Laura Lander,
addiction therapist and associate professor at West Vir-
ginia University’s Rockefeller Neuroscience Institute,
said this thinking confused her.

“That’s great that they have experience writing grants,
but it’s who gets the grant or what are you targeting the
grant towards that is of concern,” she said.

When asked about the accountability of county com-
missions distributing the funds, Wise said, “I would say
the county does their due diligence.”

But without input from external sources and stake-
holders, Lander said funding awards are subject to a
commissioner’s individual bias.

“Clearly, in other counties, based on what I’ve seen,
the money used for law enforcement has the county
commissioner’s ear, and we see lots of money going
towards police vehicles,” she said.

Although she was not familiar with one of the 12 ap-
plications approved by the commission, Libera Inc.,
Lander said that Monongalia County’s awardees are
“great allocations” of the funds and are directly involved
with substance use disorder treatment and advocacy.

One county tries a more inclusive approach

In contrast to many counties in the state, the Preston
County Commission seems to be taking a more deliber-
ate approach to its spending. As of June 6, the county
has received $803,603.42 of settlement funds as part of
the local share and decided to put this money into a one-
year certificate of deposit (CD) to earn interest.

This decision was influenced by the model adopted by
Raleigh County, which invested its initial funds while
conducting a year of planning, Preston County Commis-
sioner Nathan Raybeck said.

Because they felt they “didn’t know enough about the
issue to make a decision” themselves, especially given
that “everybody under the sun is going to want a little
piece of a little something,” the Preston County Com-
mission created its own Opioid Settlement Advisory
Board, Raybeck explained.

“We got a board together of the people who are most
directly affected by it, the people who see this day in and
day out,” Raybeck said.

The board is composed of individuals selected from
the general public who have lived experience with opi-
oid use disorder and representatives from offices such
as community corrections, probation and the sherift’s
department. Currently, the board is identifying the best
uses for the funds, focusing primarily on improving ac-
cess to treatment and long-term prevention while re-
searching how to tailor solutions to the specific causes
and barriers.

The board’s main focus is treatment and prevention,
said Dr. Lola Burke, prescribing provider and medi-
cal director for the Preston Recovery Care Program in
Kingwood, who serves on the board.

“This is our chance to actually come up with some
long-term solutions for this problem that has been
plaguing us for a couple of decades now,” Burke said.

Raybeck said it was important not to spread the

’

A group of people discuss how opioid settlement funds should be spent at a Kanawha County Public Library town hall
on Wednesday, March 5 in Charleston, W.Va. Photo by Aidan Cornue/West Virginia University
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money too thin, “Because giving you $13,000, and you
$30,000, and you $40,000 ain’t gonna get us anywhere.”

Absent oversight, future spending could face account-
ability gaps

On May 20, in Sutton, West Virginia, WVFF celebrat-
ed its first grant recipients, with a total of $17 million
awarded to 94 organizations.

Although the timeline for the next grant application
cycle has not yet been determined, organizations like
Lauren’s Wish and the Neighborhood S.H.O.P. will be
eligible to apply for a second round of funding. Appli-
cants who were denied, like Jacob’s Ladder, are also
able to reapply.

At the local level, county commissions are left to their
own timelines and decision-making processes. Some,
like Preston County, are only beginning to create these
procedures, while others, like Monongalia and Kanawha
counties will have another go after learning from their
first rounds.

Although Lauren’s Wish was awarded funds at both
the state and county levels, Monongalia County Com-
mission President Bloom questions if the WVFF’s state-
chosen reviewers truly know enough about local pro-
grams to make informed decisions.

There are regional boards that also make recommen-
dations to the state WVFF reviewers during the selec-
tion process, but Bloom said regional boards are still
“not local.”

Each of the six regional panels were initially supposed
to be made up of two individuals from each county, but
WVFF “changed the rules” during the process, accord-
ing to Bloom, and now are made up of six individuals
who each represent six categories of interest, like treat-
ment and prevention.

Bloom said a lack of oversight and direction from
WVFF was also an issue, but understands that this was
its first attempt at the process.

While a chunk of settlement money has been spent,
this only marks the start of a statewide effort to leverage
these funds for change in West Virginia. Lander hopes to
see this money go into not only existing programs, but
new ones as well.

“So many of the grants that were funded were just
funneling money into existing programs, which is not
without merit. That can be very valuable,” Lander said.
“But I wish we would really think about the big picture
and how to build affordable housing infrastructure in
this state, because it is hard to get sober if you do not
have a place to live.”

She said more representation from various stakehold-
ers who are impacted and understand the effect of sub-
stance use disorders on the community could make a
significant difference.

Ella Grove, Emma Turner and Blessing Omaleko
contributed to this reporting.

This story was published in partnership with West
Virginia Universitys Reed School of Media and Com-
munications, with support from Scott Widmeyer.

West Virginia Watch is part of States Newsroom,
a nonprofit news network supported by grants and a
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) public charity. West
Virginia Watch maintains editorial independence.
Contact Editor Leann Ray for questions: info@west-
virginiawatch.com.



