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INTERVENTIONS cont. on page 7

See story on Page 8

By  Caity Coyne for West Virginia 
Watch, www.westvirginiawatch.com

As West Virginia records the largest 
reduction in fatal overdoses across the 
nation over a 12 month period, substance 
use disorder experts are urging caution 
and encouraging the state to continue, 
while also increasing, the services avail-
able to people who use drugs.

According to data from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, West 
Virginia has seen two months of declines 

in the annual rate of fatal overdoses, 
representing a 41% decrease compared 
to deaths reported in both preceding 12 
month periods.

The drop is decidedly good news for 
the state, which has for years been re-
ferred to as “ground zero” for the nation’s 
ongoing drug and overdose epidemic.

But even while celebrating, experts say 
it’s important to ensure the context and 
circumstances surrounding the decline is 
taken into account.

Experts urge caution, focus on proven 
interventions as WV celebrates 

decrease in fatal overdoses

If you’re not exactly sure what a fel-
lowship is, it’s a professional learning 
program dedicated to preparing physi-
cians for their respective specialty fields.  
Dr. Lucas Hamrick finished a three-year 
fellowship in June 2025, dedicated to 
advanced skills for his career in pulmo-
nary and critical care medicine.  During 
this three-year fellowship, Hamrick was 
involved in intensive study and a mul-
titude of cutting-edge hands-on experi-
ences while working in the ICU and at 
his pulmonology clinics.  

Dr. Hamrick will begin as an Attend-
ing Physician at CAMC in September 
and will begin seeing patients in Sum-
mersville as part of CAMC’s satellite 
clinics in October.  According to the 
fellowship program staff, “Dr. Lucas 
Hamrick will be a great addition to the 
hospital and clinics he will be involved 
with, and his skill as a pulmonologist 

and quick thinking in the ICU plus de-
votion to his patients makes him an ex-
treme asset to the program.”  

During his three years of fellowship, 
Hamrick was chosen as the Chief Fel-
low and earned acclaim with his re-
search in medicine as well as travelling 
the country presenting at conferences 
on the heart and lungs.  Hamrick stated 
that being a pulmonary and critical care 
fellow at CAMC was a great experi-
ence. He feels that the nursing staff and 
the faculty are excellent and because of 
them you can become one of the best 
doctors.  

Congratulations to you, Dr. Lucas 
Hamrick. It has been a 15-year jour-
ney but definitely a road worth taking.  
Thankfully there are dedicated people 
like yourself that run the extra mile and 
commit to providing the best care a doc-
tor can give.

By: Superintendent Phil Dobbins

CCHS and CCMS Band Equipment
Cost: $9,639.73
Funding Source: Excess Levy
Extra and Co-Curricular Activities
FFA, TSA, Athletics, etc.
Funds Allocated: $43,133.39
Funding Source: Excess Levy
Driver’s Education Car
2025 Toyota Camry
Cost: $31,000
Funding Sources: Excess Levy & Gen-

eral
1:1 iPads for All Students and Teachers
Total Cost for Lease Purchase Agree-

ment: $636,839.75
Funding Sources: Excess Levy, Title I, 

Title V, Tools for Schools
Audiology, Speech & Physical Thera-

py Services
Total Cost: $269,492.86
Funding Sources: Excess Levy & Gen-

eral
Event Passes
Total Collected by CCHS & CCMS: 

$51,903
Funding Source: Excess Levy
CCHS and CCMS Football Guardian 

Caps
Total Cost: $5,114.20
Funding Source: Excess Levy
Turf Installation at Bradley Field
Total Project Cost: $1,497,780.89
Funding Sources: Excess Levy, Cost 

Avoidance & General
School Resource Officers
Funds Allocated: $144,649.45
Funding Source: Excess Levy

Safe Schools Entrance (Man Trap) at 
CES

Cost: $260,000
Funding Sources: Excess Levy & 

School Building Authority
Replacement of Intercom, Intrusion 

Systems, Panic Buttons, and Phone Sys-
tems at All 4 Schools

Total Project Cost: $300,181.08
Funding Sources: Dept of Justice 

COPS Grant & Excess Levy
Big Otter Basketball Court
Total Cost: $18,050.00
Funding Source: Excess Levy
Replacement of Playground Equip-

ment at CES
Total Project Cost: $61,358.68
Funding Source: Excess Levy
Demolition Projects
Demolition of Buildings Adjacent to 

CES: $33,580
Demolition of House Between CES 

and Playground: <$10,000
Funding Sources: Excess Levy & Sale 

of H.E. White
Roof Replacement at CES
Roof Replacement Cost: $975,000
Funding Sources: Excess Levy, Gen-

eral & School Building Authority
Clay County Pool
Expenditures: $38,076.86
Funding Source: Excess Levy
In-Kind Donations (Funded by Excess 

Levy)
WV Extension Office: $27,500
Clay County Public Library: $12,000
Grand Total for All Projects Made Pos-

sible by the Excess Levy:
Approximately $4,525,000

CTE Summer Camp wood working students from left to right are Sadie Cliver, Isaiah 
Deems (holding new arm), Michael Jarrett and Acelyn Tanner.

Bigfoot is being re-armed

How the Excess Levy Supports 
Our Schools

The turf installation at Bradley Field was paid for in part by excess levy funding.

School Resource Officers are paid for by excess levy funding. 

Dr. Lucas Hamrick completes 
the CAMC Fellowship program

Dr. Kevin Smith (left), Program Director, and Dr. Lucas Hamrick.
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Braxton Cty.

Jerry Paul Lee
Booked 7/13/25

Domestic assault domestic 
battery

The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main 
Street in Clay is open to serve the public every Monday 
and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Seth Michael Jackson
Booked 7/11/25

Bailpiece

Nicholas Reese Coale
Booked 7/8/25

Probation violation

Kevin Duwayne Detamore
Booked 7/7/25

Possession of controlled 
substance, conspiracy

Joshua Alan Stephenson
Booked 7/9/25

Capias

Trevor Lanham Humphreys
Booked 7/12/25

Possession of controlled 
substance with intent to 

deliver, prohibited person 
with firearm

Steven Brandon Divita
Booked 7/9/25

Warrant

Anthony Quinn Loyd
Booked 7/9/25

Unlawful taking of a vehicle, 
no license

Wayne Ray Burdette 
82, of Procious, Clay 
Co. passed away June 
23, 2025 at Morgantown, 
WV of serious health 
problems. He was born 

Oct. 16, 1942 to the late 
Ted and Hallie Samples 
Burdette.

He was an Army Vet-
eran and a retired em-
ployee of Hope GAs at 
Corton, WV. He is sur-
vived by two sisters Sha-
ron Burdette Samples, 
Linda Burdette Bird, and 
numerous nieces and 
nephews. We would like 
to give a special thanks to 
his neighbor who was al-
ways there to  help and 
support him.

There will be no special 
services or public view-
ing. In lieu of flowers 
please donate to: VFW, 
Wounded Warriors Proj-
ect and Hospice Care.

Wayne Burdette 

By PSC Chair Charlotte Lane
The statistic that astounds me yearly at the Public Ser-

vice Commission of West Virginia is our ability to settle 
thousands of cases on an informal basis and without re-
sorting to lawyers or litigation of any kind.

Our most recent report shows that we received more 
than nine-thousand-five-hundred informal complaints 
last year.

These types of complaints happen when you have ex-
perienced a service interruption, when the service you 
have is poor, when you can’t get service, or if you have 
a billing issue that you cannot get resolved. You want to 
talk with somebody about it. 

You have attempted to resolve your issue directly with 
the company and received no resolution. And then you 
call us. Our agency’s telephone number is located on your 
utility bills and notices.

You want to air your grievance, but you’re not sure you 
want to go through what can be a long, and possibly pricy, 
process through our formal case procedure.

We have a much faster and much simpler system set up, 
and that is the informal complaints process.

We have two highly dedicated groups of consumer 
affairs specialists to help you. They are called CAS for 
short.

You begin by filing your informal complaint with the 
CAS. You share your problem by telephone, letter, or on-
line filing, and what you would like as a resolution. We 
take it from there.

The specialist contacts the utility involved, shares your 
complaint issues, and works towards a positive resolution 
if one can be reached between the parties. These people 
are very good at their work.

How do I know?
Well, of the 9,506 informal complaints filed with us last 

year, they resolved 98 percent. That is an astounding reso-
lution rate and a true credit to their abilities.

These specialists dealt with complaints involving wa-

ter, electric, telephones, sewer, cable and gas.
And let me give you an idea of the number of indi-

vidual complaints.
More than 3,200 came last year in electric power com-

plaints. Another 2,700 came in water cases. Telephones 
accounted for 1,400. The rest were at smaller levels, but I 
think you get the idea.

So, as always, if you have a complaint, I, and the Com-
mission, are here to help.

But on the way to the PSC, you may want to save all of 
us a little time by seeing if one of the consumer affairs-
specialists might be able to help make life easier for you.

Resolution rates on informal complaints are 
98 percent

PSC Chair Charlotte Lane

State Treasurer Larry Pack, who serves as Chairman 
of the Hope Scholarship Board, today announced nearly 
15,000 students will receive full funding for the Hope 
Scholarship for the 2025-2026 academic year. This is an 
increase from the 10,750 students who received some level 
of funding from the previous year. The Hope Scholarship 
will open to all school-age children residing in West Vir-
ginia beginning in the 2026-2027 academic year.

“It is tremendous that we continue to see exponential 
growth year after year with more parents taking full ad-
vantage of the Hope Scholarship program,” Treasurer Pack 
said. “We believe this growth will continue as the program 
goes fully universal in the 2026-2027 school year. My Of-
fice stands by to ensure we meet the needs of those families 
by running an efficient program. At the end of the day, this 
is all about empowering parents and students to find the 
education that fits their unique needs.”

A student application submitted within the following 
dates will receive the associated level of Hope Scholarship 
funding:

June 16-Sept. 15: 75% of Hope Scholarship annual 
award amount.

Sept. 16-Nov. 30: 50% of Hope Scholarship annual 
award amount.

Dec. 1-Feb. 28: 25% of Hope Scholarship annual award 
amount.

“If you missed the June 15 deadline, we encourage par-
ents or families to still apply for associated levels of fund-
ing. We will continue to take applications year-round to 
meet the needs of our Hope families,” Treasurer Pack said.

The Hope Scholarship award amount varies each school 
year depending on the amount of state aid funding per pupil 
provided to county boards of education for public school 
students. The scholarship amount for the 2025-2026 school 
year is $5,267.38.

Program participation grew from 2,333 students during 
the 2022-2023 school year to and now over 10,000 stu-
dents in the 2024-2025 school year. The Treasurer’s Office 
expects nearly 19,000 students will take part this upcoming 
school year.

To qualify for the Hope Scholarship, a student must be a 
West Virginia resident and be either:

Eligible to be enrolled in a kindergarten program.
Enrolled full-time in a public elementary or secondary 

school program in this state for the entire instructional term 
during the current academic year immediately preceding 
the academic year for which the student is applying to par-
ticipate in the Hope Scholarship Program.

Or, enrolled full-time and attending a public elementary 
or secondary school program in this state for at least 45 
calendar days during an instructional term at the time of ap-
plication and remain enrolled and attending public school 
until a decision is reached on the student’s Hope Scholar-
ship application.

In addition to filling out the application, state law also 
requires participating families to fill out a notice of intent 
to participate in the program with their local county su-
perintendent. A sample template for that notice as well as 
Frequently Asked Questions regarding the notice are also 
available online at the program’s website.

Families are reminded to notify the Hope Scholarship 
Board via email at  hopescholarshipwv@wvsto.gov  if 
they are awarded the Hope Scholarship for 2025-2026 but 
ultimately decide to remain in public school.

For more information on the Hope Scholarship, vis-
it www.HopeScholarshipWV.com.

Treasurer Pack announces nearly 15,000 
students to receive 100% Hope Scholarship 

Funding for 2025-2026 school year
Families can still apply for some funding throughout the year

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-844-295-2840
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285
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Home Country

Dr. James L. Snyder
As a child, I remember my parents saying to me, 

“I’m not going to tell you this again.” The only prob-
lem with that was they did tell me again. And again. 
And again.

It was hard for me to trust my parents along this 
line. They always gave me warnings, and then when I 
would do it again, they would give me another warn-
ing. I began to realize that they weren’t taking these 
warnings seriously.

The only thing I can think of is that they may not 
have remembered telling me that in the first place. I 
can understand that.

Now that I’m an adult, I’m the one giving this last 
and final warning. And, of course, my children re-
sponded to it the same way I responded to my parents. 
I think it might be an inherited attitude.

However, I’m now in a different situation. I receive 
letters at least once a week, warning me that this is 
their last and final notice about my car or home war-
ranty. If I had all the postage that accumulated over the 
years from these letters, I could retire in style.

Usually, I ignore these letters, except when they con-
tain a prepaid postage envelope. I usually take those 
envelopes, put a track in them, seal the envelope, and 
then put it in the mailbox.

I never know if these tracks work because I never 
hear back from them.

Over the last several years, a new level of inquiry 
has emerged. It is a wonderful invention by Alexander 
Graham Bell called the telephone. Every day, I receive 
a phone call warning me that this is their last and final 
warning concerning my expiring car warranty.

If only that were true.
The trouble with these “stupid” phone calls is that 

there’s no real person on the other end. I don’t mean 
me; I mean their end. It’s all recorded, and how they do 
that is above my pay scale.

I can’t do anything with these recorded messages, 
so I hang up. After all, what else can I do? Indeed, I 
would like the opportunity to give them a piece of my 
mind and tell them to stop calling me. But that is not 
on the agenda.

Then, beginning in December with the annual Medi-
care renewal time, I have some actual people call me.

The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage refuses to 
answer these calls, and often, will take the phone off 
the hook for the whole day.

But I have a different perspective. After all, I am re-
tired and do have some free time to mess around. When 
I get one of these calls from a live person, I dive into it 
with all the nonsense I have, which is quite a lot.

After all, they called me, I did not call them.
The calls I like are those in which I’m asked personal 

questions.
“Do you have diabetes?”
I always respond to them, ‘No, I don’t have diabetes, 

but I am a very sweet guy.” Usually, when I say that on 
the other end of the phone, there’s an amazing “click.”

There are times when I answer using the voice of 
Daffy Duck. I’ve done this so often that I’m becom-
ing quite skilled at it. Several times, when I respond to 
them on my end of the phone, they respond with a long 
list of vulgarities. And they asked me to do things to 
myself that are physically not possible.

One question I enjoy is when people ask me how old 
I am. I usually respond, “I don’t know how old I am 
because my age changes every year and I don’t know 
what it’s going to change to this year.”

I can’t tell how many were so confused by my an-
swer that they said nothing and just hung up on me.

If someone calls me on the phone and offers me a 
product they think I would want, I wouldn’t take it 
from them. I will never trust anybody who randomly 
calls me with a product that I would really want.

Recently, I’ve been winning money from a PCH 
contest. I don’t recall signing up for this contest, but 
I was grateful to have won it. The one prize was $8.5 
million and a brand-new Porsche. I couldn’t tell you 
how excited I was to win all of this. It certainly was 
my lucky day.

In processing this, all I had to do was send them 
$14,000 for the processing fee, and then I would re-
ceive all that money, along with the brand-new car.

I’m a Pennsylvania Dutchman, and we are rather fru-
gal with our money. You touch my money, and I may 
say something nice at your funeral.

These phone calls are not going to stop. But 
no matter how many call me, they’re not getting 
one dime from me. I only wish it were true when 
they say, “This is your last and final warning.” 
It’s amazing how many people lie for a living. Think-
ing on this I was reminded what Solomon said, and 
he was spark on. “Lying lips are abomination to the 
Lord: but they that deal truly are his delight” (Proverbs 
12:22).

Whenever a person lies it has a way of coming back 
to them. I remember my father use to say that if I didn’t 
lie I wouldn’t need a good memory. I have lived long 
enough to understand what he meant.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website 
www.jamessnyderministries.com

By Joe Mazzella
I have a unique collection. Some of it is on the wall 

above my computer desk. Some of it is on the kitchen 
counter. And most of it is tacked to the walls of my 
bedroom. It is a collection of pictures, of the children 
I have sponsored overseas, through the organization 
Children International, for the last 40 years. Each pic-
ture shows them growing taller, healthier, stronger, and 
happier. Often I can see the sadness and despair in their 
eyes during their first picture turn to joy and peace in 
the later ones. It always gives me a feeling of gratitude 
when I look at these pictures. I am thankful to God for 
guiding me to sponsor my first child all of those years 
ago and I am thankful that I have been able to help so 
many of them with food, education, job training, love, 
and encouragement, to make their lives better and lift 
themselves out of the terrible poverty they face in the 
third world countries they live in.

Over the years I have sponsored seven different chil-
dren through the program. Some of them have grown 
up and aged out of the program while others’ families 
have moved away seeking work and better opportuni-
ties. Each time it happens, though, I always agree to 
sponsor another child and do my best to help another 
life.

Some of my more frugal friends have asked me why 
I send money overseas to help a child I will never meet 
even though it is only a little more than a dollar a day. 
They seem to think I am wasting my money and love, 
but I know they are wrong. Because in God’s eyes no 
act of charity, no act of love is ever wasted. Each one 
is precious. Each one is priceless.

In his last days the great lyricist Oscar Hammerstein 
wrote: “A bell’s not a bell till you ring it. A song’s not a 
song till you sing it. Love in your heart is not put there 
to stay. Love isn’t love till you give it away.” May you 
always give your love away to all who need it.

Till You Give 
It Away

This is your Last and Final Warning

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first 
two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

• Cash to help pay funeral
 or other final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance 
 ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, 
 no health questions

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

Online Land Auction
Bidding begins closing Wednesday, July 30th at 6:00PM

27 Paint Creek Road, Hansford, WV
Over 950 Acres of Land with Timber Value & Solar Lease

950+/- Acres as Assessed

Current Income Generat-
ing  

Solar Lease – $22,950  
Updated Yearly 

Recent Timber Cruise  
Value of Over $700,000

Gas Well Royalties  
($120+/- Monthly)

JOE R. PYLE COMPLETE AUCTION & REALTY SERVICE
Joe Pyle, Broker WV212  |  Taylor Ramsey, Agent WV2352

(888) 875-1599
(304) 592-6000

5546 Benedum Drive, Shinnston, WV
www.joerpyleauctions.com

Questions? Please call Taylor Ramsey, Salesperson (304)-552-5201

RE Terms: 10% down payment made day of auction w/balance due at closing w/in 60 days. 10% BP. Additional Terms on Website.

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-12821-844-803-1282

Call today and receive a Call today and receive a 

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

Slim Randles
We all know that someone will find Jenkins’s cabin. 

Someday. Oh, it’s up there in those hills somewhere. 
We all know that.

It’s become a friendly object of conjecture and specu-
lation. No one living has seen it, as far as we know. 
Jenkins himself died quietly when he was on one of his 
infrequent trips to town for supplies. Funny guy, that 
Jenkins.

He worked in the city for years, mostly as a night 
watchman in a factory that made diapers. Didn’t really 
enjoy people much, and told us many times how nice 
it was to just be in the huge factory when it was quiet. 
Then one day he decided to move to the mountains and 
make pretty things out of leather. Once in a while he’d 
have his coffee at the counter at the Mule Barn, but of-
ten as not, he’d camp out on the edge of town for the 
two or three days it took him to sell his crafts and buy 
supplies. He’d smile and wave from his campsite, then 
he’d be gone one morning. We wouldn’t see him again 
for months.

Now and then someone would ask him where his 
cabin was, and he’d just point toward the mountains 
and say, “Up there.” How far up there? “A ways.” What 

was his cabin like? “Not too big.”
And so we came to regard the little cabin as an in-

triguing mystery, an object of local legend. After he 
died, several of the fellows tried to backtrack him to 
find the place, but Jenkins evidently didn’t take the 
same trail each time, as though he wanted his quiet 
times protected from even a friendly visit from one of 
us. During his lifetime, we respected his wishes. In this 
country, a man has a perfect right to be a little strange. 
And, truth be known, we hold a certain admiration for 
those of us who hear different instructions. But there is 
something in the human spirit, also, that begs to have 
its mysteries solved. So now, several times each year, 
one or two of us will use the mystery of the lost cabin 
as an excuse to poke our noses into the nuances and se-
clusions of these hills. We play off our curiosity against 
our wishes to respect a man’s privacy, even when he’s 
gone.

We have yet to discover Jenkins’s lost cabin. Maybe 
we never will. Maybe that wouldn’t be such a bad thing, 
either.

-  -  -  -  -
Brought to you by Whimsy Castle, a love story about 

a boy and a roof. It’s on Amazon and most of the others. 
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Puzzle Answers Page 2

July 16, 1791: Adam 
Stephen, a physician and 
Revolutionary War gen-
eral often credited as the 
founder of Martinsburg, 
died at his home in that 
city.

July 16, 1869: Phi-
lanthropist Michael Late 
Benedum was born in 
Bridgeport. He made a 
fortune in the oil and gas 
business but is best re-
membered for establish-
ing the Claude Worthing-
ton Benedum Foundation.

July 17, 1861: The 
Battle of Scary Creek took 
place in Putnam County. 
It was one of the earliest 
battles of the war and one 
of the first Confederate 
victories.

July 17, 1914: Singer 
Eleanor Steber was born 
in Wheeling. She made 
her debut with the Metro-
politan Opera in 1940.

July 17, 1921: Marce-

nia “Toni” Stone was born 
in Bluefield. She would 
become the first woman to 
play professional baseball 
for a previously all-male 
team. In 1953, she joined 
the Indianapolis Clowns 
of the old Negro Ameri-
can League, replacing the 
team’s second baseman, 
Hank Aaron, who had 
just joined the National 
League’s Milwaukee 
Braves.

July 17, 1922: The Clif-
tonville Mine Battle took 
place east of Wellsburg, 
Brooke County. The gun 
battle between striking 
miners and sheriff’s forces 
left at least nine people 
dead.

July 18, 1776: Method-
ist bishop Francis Asbury 
first set foot in present 
West Virginia outside 
of Berkeley Springs. He 
worked extensively in 
what is now the Eastern 
Panhandle, preaching and 

lecturing almost every 
day, before continuing far-
ther into western Virginia.

July 18, 1865: Samuel 
Cabell was murdered at 
his Institute plantation 
by either pro-Union or 
pro-Confederate sympa-
thizers, depending on the 
source. His widow and 
mother of his children, 
Mary Barnes Cabell, who 
had previously been one 
of his slaves, inherited all 
his land, on which West 
Virginia State University 
would be founded in 1892.

July 18, 1893: Spencer 
State Hospital opened. 
With its connected brick 
buildings, a quarter-mile 
in length, the hospital was 
sometimes referred to as 
the longest continuous 
brick building in America. 
It remained in operation 
until June 1989.

July 19, 1850: Pope 
Pius IX established the 
Diocese of Wheeling, 
naming Richard V. Whel-

an as its first bishop.

July 19, 1863: A Con-
federate raid led by Gen. 
John Morgan came to an 
end on Buffington Island, 
near Ravenswood. The 
Confederates were over-
taken by federal troops, 
local militia and three 
U.S. Navy gunboats.

July 19, 1877: Federal 
troops arrived in Martins-
burg, where the Railroad 
Strike of 1877 had begun 
days earlier. The troops 
ended the violence in 
Martinsburg, but the dead-
ly strike continued across 
the country into Septem-
ber. It was the first work 
stoppage in U.S. history to 
spread nationally.

July 19, 1946: Author 
Stephen Coonts was born 
in Morgantown. After 
graduating from West Vir-
ginia University and serv-
ing in the navy during the 

Vietnam War, Coonts be-
came a best-selling action 
and adventure novelist 
with the 1986 publication 
of Flight of the Intruder.

July 19, 1952: Novelist 
Jayne Anne Phillips was 
born in Buckhannon. Af-
ter graduating from West 
Virginia University, her 
short stories and novels 
began receiving wide rec-
ognition. In 2024, she was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize 
for Fiction for her 2023 
novel Night Watch, about 
a mother and daughter in 
West Virginia after the 
Civil War.

July 20, 2010: Carte 
Goodwin became the na-
tion’s youngest sitting 
senator. Goodwin was 
appointed to fill Robert 
C. Byrd’s seat in the U.S. 
Senate following Byrd’s 
death.

July 21, 1924: Don 
Knotts was born in Mor-
gantown. The comedy 
legend will be forever re-
membered for portraying 
Barney Fife on The Andy 
Griffith Show.

July 22, 1859: Athlete 
“Jack” Glasscock was 

born in Wheeling. Glass-
cock, who played bare-
handed, was one of base-
ball’s premier shortstops 
of the 19th century. 

July 22, 1930: The rol-
licking Dunglen Hotel, lo-
cated across the New Riv-
er from Thurmond, was 
destroyed by arsonists. A 
hubbub of illegal activ-
ity during the Prohibition 
era, it supposedly hosted a 
poker game that lasted 14 
years.

July 22, 1937: Musi-
cian Tommy Thomp-
son was born in St. Al-
bans, Kanawha County. 
Through his group, the 
Red Clay Ramblers, and 
a career that spanned 
four decades, Thompson 
played a major role in 
spreading the popularity 
of old-time music.
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE is hereby given pursuant to and by virtue of the authority vested in the 

Substitute Trustee, WV Trustee Services, LLC, by that certain Deed of Trust dated November 10, 2010, ex-
ecuted by Borrower(s), Barbara R Welch and John W Welch, to Richard A. Pill, the Trustee of record in the 
office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Clay County, West Virginia, in Book 125, at Page 738. At 
the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust, this property was reported to have a mailing address of 240 
UPPER TWO RUN RD, CLAY, WV 25043. WV Trustee Services, LLC were appointed as Substitute Trustees 
by APPOINTMENT OF SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE dated April 21, 2025, of record in the Clerk’s Office in 
Book 37, Page 356. The borrower(s) defaulted under the Note and Deed of Trust and the Substitute Trustees 
have been instructed to foreclose under the Deed of Trust. Accordingly, the Substitute Trustees will sell the 
following described property to the highest bidder at the front door of the Courthouse of Clay County, in Clay, 
West Virginia, on the following date:

1st day of August, 2025 at 11:30 a.m.
All that certain tract or parcel of real estate, together with any buildings or improvements thereon, rights or 
rights of way incidental thereto, and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate in the Stephenson Addition 
to the town of Clay, in Henry District, Clay County, West Virginia, and as more particularly bounded and 
described as follows:

BEGINNING at a 1/2” iron rod set, being a common corner with property of Frank Kerr, Jr., at a 35’ street, 
thence running with said 35’ street N, 70 degrees 24’ W., 158.00 feet to an axle found at another 35’ street N. 
19 degrees 36’ E., 109 feet to a 1/2” iron rod set at the old county road; thence running with the old county 
road S. 81 degrees 30’ E., 161.01 feet to a 1/2” iron rod set, being a common corner with property of Frank 
Kerr, Jr.; thence running with the property line of Frank Kerr, Jr., S. 19 degrees 36’ W., 140.00 feet to the 
place of beginning, containing 0.45 acres, more or less, being designated as Lot 1, 2, and 3 of Block “G” of 
the Stephenson Addition as surveyed May 17, 2000, by William A. Robert, N. 714. Being the same real estate 
conveyed to John W. Welch and Barbara R. Welch, husband and wife, by Linda A. Given, (formerly known as 
Linda A. Jarvis), et al, by deed dated October 28, 2010, and recorded in the Office of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Nicholas County, West Virginia, in Deed Book 207, at Page 622.

This deed of trust is made subject to the same exceptions, reservations, conditions, restrictions and ease-
ments contained in prior deeds of conveyance of record for the above described real estate, insofar as same are 
presently applicable and have not been released, abandoned or discharged by law or otherwise.
TERMS OF SALE:

1) The property will be conveyed in an “AS IS” physical condition by Deed containing no warranty, 
 express or implied, subject to the Internal Revenue Service right of redemption, all property taxes, prior 
 Deeds, liens, reservations, encumbrances, restrictions, rights-of-ways, easements, covenants, convey-
 ances and conditions of record in the Clerk’s office or affecting the subject property.
2) The Purchaser shall be responsible for the payment of the transfer taxes imposed by the West Virginia  

 Code § 11-22-1.
3) The Beneficiary and/or the Servicer of the Deed of Trust and Note reserve the right to submit a bid for 
 the property at sale.
4) The Trustee reserves the right to continue sale of the subject property from time to time by written or 
 oral proclamation, which continuance shall be in the sole discretion of the Trustee.
5) The Trustee shall be under no duty to cause any existing tenant or person occupying the property to 
 vacate said property, and any personal property and/or belongings remaining at the property after the 
 foreclosure sale will be deemed to constitute ABANDONED PROPERTY AND WILL BE DISPOSED 
 OF ACCORDINGLY.
6) The total purchase price is payable to the Trustee within thirty (30) days of the date of sale, with ten 
 (10%) of the total purchase price payable to the Trustee at sale.

WV Trustee Services, LLC, Substitute Trustee

BY:______________________________ 
Jim Ashley, Limited Signing Officer
WV Trustee Services, LLC 
McGuire Office Center 
618 Tenth Street, Suite 108
Huntington, WV 25701 
(304) 853-3336 
jim.ashley@wvtrusteeservices.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE
West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection

Division of Water and Waste Management
601 57th Street SE

Charleston, WV 25304
Telephone: (304) 926-0495

Fax: (304) 926-0463
Public Notice No.: PH-25-03
Public Notice Date: July 14-18, 2025

GENERAL WV/NPDES WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PERMIT
WASTEWATER DISCHARGES FROM SEWAGE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL

SYSTEMS OF DOMESTIC SEWAGE ONLY (50,000 GPD or Less, except mine bathhouses) 
WV/NPDES PERMIT NO. WV0103110

The Division of Water and Waste Management is proposing to issue a General WV/NPDES Water Pollution 
Control Permit to regulate the discharge of wastewater from Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems of 
Domestic Sewage Only (50,000 GPD or Less, except mine bathhouses). The General Permit will authorize 
the operation and maintenance of establishments engaged in Sewage Treatment and Disposal Systems of 
Domestic Sewage Only (50,000 GPD or Less, except mine bathhouses) and to cover the discharge of treated 
sewage to waters of the State. It is proposed that this General Permit be issued for a five (5) year term. The 
majority of the facilities to be permitted under this General Permit are already in existence, with approxi-
mately 3-5 new facilities every year.
In accordance with 60 CSR 5.6.c., Tier 2 antidegradation reviews are not required for these facilities. Cov-
erage under this general permit will require the utilization of minimum treatment technologies that should 
result in an overall benefit to public health and the welfare of the environment from an improvement in 
water quality.
All facilities wishing to be covered under this General permit will be required to submit a facility registra-
tion application form. Upon receipt of the registration application form, the Division of Water & Waste 
Management will review it for completeness. The Division of Water & Waste Management then will advise 
the applicant of its coverage under this permit.
There are approximately 678 treatment facilities currently registered under the present general permit. If those 
facilities wish to continue discharging, they will be required to register for coverage under the new general 
permit.
The Director of the Division of Water and Waste Management retains authority to require any owner/opera-
tor to apply for and obtain an individual WV/NPDES Permit. This authority will be exercised when the 
Director determines that such individual permit will better protect the receiving water.
The Draft Permit and Fact Sheet may be inspected by appointment between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday at the Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Water and Waste Manage-
ment, Public Information Office, 601 57th Street SE, Charleston, WV 25304. Copies of the documents may 
be obtained from the Division at a nominal cost.
Any interested persons may submit written comments on the Draft Permit. Comments will be accepted until 
August 18, 2025. They should be addressed to:
 Director, WV Department of Environmental Protection
 Division of Water and Waste Management
 601 57th Street SE
 Charleston, WV 25304
 Attention: Pamela Houston
 Phone: (304) 926-0499, Extension 43864
 Fax: (304) 926-0463
 E-mail: pamela.s.houston@wv.gov
All comments received within this period will be considered prior to acting on the Draft Permit. Correspon-
dence should include the name, address, and telephone number of the writer and a concise statement of the 
nature of the issues being raised. The Director shall hold a public hearing whenever a finding is made, based 
on requests, that there is a significant degree of public interest on issues relevant to the draft General Permit. 
Interested persons may contact the Public Information Office to obtain further information.
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CLAY COUNTY SCHOOLS PROVIDE MEALS TO STUDENTS AT
NO COST

Clay, WV - Students in Clay County will have the opportunity to eat a no-cost breakfast and lunch at 
school through the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program. The CEP was enacted as a result of 
the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act and provides universal meal service to children in high-poverty areas.
The CEP serves as an alternative to collecting, approving and verifying household eligibility applications 
for free- and reduced-price eligible students in high-poverty Local Education Agencies (LEAs). If at least 
40 percent of a school’s student population is directly certified for free meal benefits, the entire school 
qualifies for the option.
“l am proud that Clay County Schools will be participating in the CEP program to help meet a crucial need 
for many students in our county,” said the Superintendent of Clay County Schools. “We know academic 
achievement increases when our students are well-fed and ready to learn, and we must provide secure and 
reliable access to nutritious meals, so all students have a chance to achieve at the highest level possible.”
Clay County expects to have all four schools participate in the CEP. The program allows our school system 
to feed nearly 1,700 students each day.
The 2017 Feeding America: Map the Meal Gap data reports high levels of food insecurity and hunger 
across the country. In West Virginia, more than 14 percent of residents, and over 79,000 children, live in 
food insecure households.
For more information, contact Jared Fitzwater, Director of Student Services, at (304) 587-4266.

• • •
Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regu-
lations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity.
Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers 
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.
To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Pro-
gram Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/defauIt/
files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any 
USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory 
action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date 
of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:
 1. mail:
  U.S. Department of Agriculture
  Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
  1400 Independence Avenue, SW
  Washington, DC 20250-9410; or
 2. fax:
  (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
 3. email:
  program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Sheetz, a major Mid-Atlantic res-
taurant and convenience chain, an-
nounced it will celebrate National Hot 
Dog Day by giving away two free hot 
dogs to customers. Customers must 
purchase a minimum of 10 gallons of 
any fuel grade in a single transaction 
to redeem this offer.

This special offer will be available 
on National Hot Dog Day, Wednesday, 
July 16, and last through Tuesday, July 
22. This promotion will be valid for 
customers at all of Sheetz’s 780+ loca-

tions that offer fuel by adding it under 
the OFFERZ tab on the Sheetz app. 
The offer excludes extras and add-ons 
to the hot dogs.

The Sheetz app, available on Apple 
and Android devices, is built to power 
customers through their Sheetz run, al-
lowing customers to find their closest 
Sheetz store, add their My Sheetz Re-
wardz®, buy a gift card, get mobile of-
fers and more. To download the Sheetz 
app, customers can visit  www.sheetz.
com/app.

Sheetz serving up free hot dogs 
for National Hot Dog Day 
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Opportunity to work in conservation and 
agriculture in Elk Conservation District 

area (Braxton, Clay, Nicholas and Webster 
counties).  Office and field position. 

Available Immediately

Full-time temporary thru June 2026 with 
potential to extend based on grant fund-
ing.  Benefits include paid holidays.  

No health or medical insurance provided. 
Responsibilities include grant writing (ex-
perience preferred), and assisting USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
with program planning.  This is an at will 
position.  

Mail resume to Elk CD, 738 Airport Road, 
Sutton, WV  26601, or drop off in box at of-
fice, or submit by email to ecd@wvca.us.  
Deadline for application is July 28, 2025. 

HELP WANTED
PROGRAM SUPPORT  

SPECIALIST

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-833-274-3943
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN
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IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

THAT BEING THE JUVENILE COURT OF SAID COUNTY 
IN RE: State v J.D. and B.D. Case Nos. 25-JA-16-17
 In the matter of J.D. and B.D., and the unknown whereabouts of 
Joshua Dancy, Adult Respondent Father.
  ORDER OF PUBLICATION
  And
  NOTICE OF ANSWER
 To: Joshua Dancy.
(The object of this action is to notify the Adult Respondent of an abuse 
and neglect petition herein filed so that said Adult Respondent may 
answer the same to protect their interest).
 You are hereby notified that an abuse and neglect and/or abandon-
ment petition has been filed with the Circuit Court of Clay County, 
West Virginia, on the 5th day of February 2025, and assigned Case 
Numbers 25-JA-16-17, wherein it is alleged that the Adult Respondent 
Mother of Infant Respondents J.D. (DOB: 8/29/14), and B.D. (DOB: 
12/27/17), is Catherine Dancy, and that said Infant Respondents be 
placed in the custody of the West Virginia Department of Health and 
Human Resources, with said Infant Respondents remaining in the care, 
custody and control of the said Department since that time in accor-
dance with WV Code §49-6-3. You are hereby notified that you have 
the right to answer said petition and you have the right to have counsel 
present at all stages of these proceedings and ALL PROCEEDINGS 
CAN RESULT IN THE PERMANENT TERMINATION OF CUS-
TODIAL AND PARENTAL RIGHTS TO SAID INFANT CHILD.
 Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the Adult Respondent, Joshua 
Dancy shall  appear before the Honorable Judge Asbury on the 13th 
day of August 2025, at 9:15 a.m., at the Clay County Courthouse, 
246 Main Street, Clay, West Virginia, otherwise judgment by default 
will be taken against them at any time thereafter, and termination of 
your custodial and parental rights may be ordered by the Court.
 A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of Clay County, West Virginia, at the Clay County Court-
house, Clay, West Virginia.
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES, CHILD PRO-
TECTIVE SERVICES DIVISION.
BY: Wayne King, Prosecuting Attorney, Clay County, West Virginia.
Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 8th day of July 2025.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

In the Matter of Petition of Name Change of
Deborah Mullins-Ayscue
Current Name Deborah Mullins-Ayscue Civil Action No. 25-D-27
To   Judge Stollings
New Name Deborah Mullins

Legal Notice of Publication
Change of Name

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County
West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 31st day of July, 2025 at 1:00 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioner Debo-
rah Mullins-Ayscue will apply by Petition to the Family Court of Clay 
County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said court, chang-
ing name of Deborah Mullins-Ayscue to Deborah Mullins at which 
time any interested party may appear and be heard, if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk 
at his office.

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 2nd day of July 2025.

Clerk of the Court
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CLAY COUNTY SCHOOLS PROVIDE MEALS TO STUDENTS AT
NO COST

Clay, WV - Students in Clay County will have the opportunity to eat a no-cost breakfast and lunch at 
school through the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) program. The CEP was enacted as a result of 
the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act and provides universal meal service to children in high-poverty areas.
The CEP serves as an alternative to collecting, approving and verifying household eligibility applications 
for free- and reduced-price eligible students in high-poverty Local Education Agencies (LEAs). If at least 
40 percent of a school’s student population is directly certified for free meal benefits, the entire school 
qualifies for the option.
“l am proud that Clay County Schools will be participating in the CEP program to help meet a crucial need 
for many students in our county,” said the Superintendent of Clay County Schools. “We know academic 
achievement increases when our students are well-fed and ready to learn, and we must provide secure and 
reliable access to nutritious meals, so all students have a chance to achieve at the highest level possible.”
Clay County expects to have all four schools participate in the CEP. The program allows our school system 
to feed nearly 1,700 students each day.
The 2017 Feeding America: Map the Meal Gap data reports high levels of food insecurity and hunger 
across the country. In West Virginia, more than 14 percent of residents, and over 79,000 children, live in 
food insecure households.
For more information, contact Jared Fitzwater, Director of Student Services, at (304) 587-4266.

• • •
Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regu-
lations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity.
Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers 
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.
To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Pro-
gram Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/defauIt/
files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any 
USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain 
the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory 
action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date 
of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:
 1. mail:
  U.S. Department of Agriculture
  Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
  1400 Independence Avenue, SW
  Washington, DC 20250-9410; or
 2. fax:
  (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
 3. email:
  program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

“Two months is not a lot of time,” said Michael Meit, 
director of the Center for Rural Health and Research 
at East Tennessee State University. “You need to make 
sure that trend continues and, if it does — which we all 
hope it will — that’s when you’ll know that the systems 
in place are working in a positive way.”

The data from the CDC represents overdose deaths 
recorded between January 2024 and January 2025, the 
most recent data available for analysis by the agency. 
The numbers are provisional and could increase as 
more deaths are analyzed.

According to the data, West Virginia so far has con-
firmed 787 deaths in that 12 month period. Between 
January 2023 and 2024, per the data, the state saw 
1,351 residents die from overdoses.

Meit, who is also an associate professor in ETSU’s 
Department of Health Services Management and Pol-
icy, said there are several factors that could contribute 
to the state successfully curbing fatal overdose rates. 
Crucial context for the decline, he said, is how rates of 
both substance use and fatal overdoses related to that 
use increased so much during the pandemic.

In 2020, 1,343 West Virginians died from fatal over-
doses —  setting a new record  for the state. In 2021, 
deaths increased again to 1,537, according to data from 
the state health department. The  trend in the state  re-
flected what was happening nationally; overdoses — 
fatal and otherwise — increased nearly everywhere 
while the COVID-19 pandemic unfolded.

In 2022, 2023 and 2024, overdose deaths in West Vir-
ginia dropped consecutively each year, per the data.  

Now, Meit said, it’s likely conditions are evening out. 
The record decline could, at least in part, reflect this.

“Two months is not a lot of time. You need to make 
sure that trend continues and, if it does — which we all 
hope it will — that’s when you’ll know that the systems 
in place are working in a positive way.”

– Michael Meit, director of the Center for Rural 
Health and Research at East Tennessee State University

“I hope we’re turning a curve, but I’m a little bit of 
a skeptic at heart. West Virginia leading the nation [in 
the decline] implies that West Virginia is doing better 
than other places in addressing these issues. So I do 
think that it’s not just a blip, but there are other things 
to consider,” Meit said. “I am concerned that a lot of 
the declining overdose rates that we are seeing now — 
a partial factor is what we call a return to baseline. So 
we are essentially getting back to where we were pre-
pandemic.”

The fatalities reported between January 2024 and 
2025 are the lowest recorded in the state since 2015, 
when 735 people died from overdoses. At the time, that 
was the highest number reported by West Virginia in 
one year since 2001, when the state started tracking and 
reporting overdose deaths.

Dr. James Berry, who serves as chair for the Depart-
ment of Behavioral Medicine and Psychiatry at West 
Virginia University’s Rockefeller Neuroscience Insti-
tute, said he was “encouraged” to see declines in the 
state. But like Meit, he’s cautious about assuming the 
declines will continue without further work, especially 
given where West Virginia still stands nationally.

“This decline means so many more lives will con-
tinue to exist because of efforts that have been going on 
in the state. At the same time, in West Virginia, we still 
lead the nation by far in the rates of overdose deaths,” 
Berry said. “We’ve had a wonderful decline, but still 
I don’t think people appreciate how far above we are 
other states [in the rate of fatal overdoses], above the 
national average. So we still have a very, very long way 
to go.”

‘We have to keep our foot on the pedal’ 
Gov. Patrick Morrisey celebrated the state’s decline in 

overdose deaths during a news conference in Princeton 
on Wednesday. In a release after, he said the state is 
“setting the standard for successfully battling addiction 
and saving lives.”

“Our nation-leading reduction in overdose deaths is 
the result of a holistic approach to tackle drug use and 
abuse,” Morrisey said. “We will continue to work hard 
together to prevent further senseless death in West Vir-
ginia.”

Meit has spent a lot of time researching what factors 
and policies, specifically, lead communities to decreas-
ing or increasing their overdose rates.

One of his studies honed in on eastern Kentucky, a 
region both culturally and economically reminiscent of 
West Virginia’s southern coalfields.

West Virginia’s coalfield counties continuously lead 
the state — as well as the nation — in the rate of fatal 
overdoses. Not long ago, the counties in eastern Ken-
tucky did the same.

But something happened in the 2010s that turned the 
tide in Kentucky.

Between 2012 and 2017, eight of the top 10 coun-
ties in the nation with the steepest decrease in overdose 
mortality were clustered in eastern Kentucky.

“What we found was a big investment in addressing 
the substance use crisis — in establishing harm reduc-
tion programs throughout the state, making sure they 
had treatment beds available, paying for treatment, en-
gaging their criminal justice system,” Meit said. “These 
declines were studied over a 10 year period before the 
pandemic; we know it wasn’t just a blip — it was a 
direct response to the systems in place.”

Kentucky today, Meit said, has the most harm reduc-
tion sites of any state in the country. Most offer syringe 
service programs. The state also has the highest number 
of residential treatment beds and its Medicaid program 
includes a dedicated benefit for receiving substance use 
disorder treatment.

The environment in West Virginia, however, is much 

different.
Harm reduction programs are few and far between. 

Needs-based syringe service programs — which are 
the most effective at preventing disease among people 
who use drugs as well as transitioning people into re-
covery — are banned at the state level. There’s a short-
age of treatment beds, especially in the regions hardest 
hit by the drug epidemic. There’s been a moratorium on 
establishing new methadone clinics in the state for 
years, meaning the medication — proven to be incred-
ibly effective  at helping people overcome opioid use 
disorder — isn’t available to most.

The current recovery and rehabilitation environment 
in West Virginia can largely be attributed to policies 
adopted by the state Legislature over the last decade. 
In the last several years, very few laws have been en-
acted by the body that reflect “best practices” for addic-
tion and recovery; instead lawmakers have mostly fo-
cused on the criminalization of substance use disorder 
and the people who live with it.

Berry has worked in West Virginia studying and treat-
ing substance use disorder since 2002. He’s watched 
firsthand as the nature of the epidemic has shifted from 
prescription drug use to heroin use to, most recently, 
fentanyl. Each time, as new drugs have come into com-
munities, overdoses have increased alongside increased 
use.

Berry has also watched how policies have evolved 
— or, in several ways, devolved — in response to the 
changes in the nature of the epidemic. 

It’s likely, Berry said, that the decreases being cel-
ebrated this month in West Virginia reflect “the bearing 
of fruit that were the labors put in place, five to 10 years 
ago.”

Those “labors” include expanded access to naloxone, 
efforts to destigmatize addiction, recruiting health care 
workers with specific expertise on substance use disor-
der, increasing access to treatment programs as well as 
beds and an emphasis on educating both the public and 
providers about the disease.

Berry is slightly concerned that the successes being 
celebrated this month could mean a decreased focus by 
lawmakers on interventions that are working. To step 
back now, he said, would threaten future success.

“It’s so encouraging that we’ve got some traction. Af-
ter so many years of going in the wrong direction, we 
finally have some traction but we have to keep our foot 
on the pedal and keep going forward,” Berry said. “If 
we don’t do that, if we don’t keep looking at what more 
we can do, then I really fear that we’re going to start 
getting worse again.”

West Virginia Watch is part of States Newsroom, 
a nonprofit news network supported by grants and a 
coalition of donors as a 501c(3) public charity. West 
Virginia Watch maintains editorial independence. Con-
tact Editor Leann Ray for questions: info@westvirgin-
iawatch.com.

Continued from Page 1INTERVENTION

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
SUNSETTER. AMERICA’S NUMBER 
ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the 
touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call now and 
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS GURANTEED! LeafFilter is the 
most advanced gutter protection for 
your home, backed by a no-clog guar-
antee and lifetime transferrable war-
ranty. Call today 1-844-295-2840 to 
schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Plus get 20% off! 
Seniors and military save an additional 

10%. Restrictions apply, see represen-
tative for warranty and offer details

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today!

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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By Allen Hamrick
Since early this year the Elk River Big-

foot above Ivydale has stood armless.  At 
some point, someone decided it would 
be a good idea to cut off the arm of the 
wooden monolith and ever since many 
people have complained about it, but no 
one has claimed responsibility.  However, 
time goes on, and through the 2025 CTE 
Summer Camp program at CCHS where 
Bigfoot was born last year, the students in 

this year’s woodworking class decided it 
was time to give Bigfoot a new arm and 
dress it up a little.  

In this class, students have learned 
wood carving with chainsaws as well as 
the use of hand carving tools to recreate 
Bigfoot’s arm.  The students also traveled 
to the site on the trail to prepare for the 
new arm; anyone that decides to cut this 
arm off had better be ready for a big sur-
prise.  Bigfoot’s visitors will also have a 

new chair on site thanks to the program 
and the students involved.  For the next 
three weeks, the woodworking class will 
be working on some other projects that 
will be reported on as they are set in place.

CTE Summer Camp has been going 
strong at both CCHS and at CES.  The 
choir and music class at CCHS visited 
the residents at Big Otter Nursing Home 
on Monday, July 7.  Under the direction 
of Tracy Wayne, the students entertained 

the residents with music and song before 
enjoying a picnic lunch at Spread Park. 
Many thanks to Bruce Cunningham and 
Cunningham Motors for the delicious ice 
cream donated to the group. It made a good 
day even better. There are many activities 
going on from leatherwork, art, music and 
RC cars to woodwork and making fishing 
lures.  There are only three weeks left, if a 
student wants to get their hands on fun, it’s 
the place to be.

Isaiah Deems makes some final touches to the fingers.

Bigfoot gets re-armed thanks to CTE Summer Camp wood class

The choir pauses for a picture at Spread Park.

Dennis Mullins prepares the amputated arm for the transplant. Michael Jarrett gets the arm to specs with the chain saw.

Sadie Cliver and Acelyn Tanner make some final touches.


