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State officials have a
report about the effects
of the Big Beautiful
Bill on West Virginia.
They won’t release it.

Experts warn Trump's spending bill could
raise state government costs and reduce
revenue. State officials have an analysis on
it but have not disclosed it.
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Gov. Patrick Morrisey speaks at a press conference on Dec. 19. Photo by Henry Culvy-

house / Mountain State Spotlight

by Henry Culvyhouse for Moun-
tain State Spotlight

This story was originally published
by Mountain State Spotlight. Get sto-
ries like this delivered to your email
inbox once a week; sign up for the free
newsletter at https://mountainstates-
potlight.org/newsletter.

West Virginia state officials will not
release a report that analyzes the ef-
fects of a spending bill that President
Donald Trump dubbed “the Big Beau-
tiful Bill” on the state.

With around 50% of West Virginia’s
operating budget coming from federal
sources, the Mountain State stands to
be hurt worse than most states by fed-
eral spending reductions.

Estimates by the West Virginia Cen-
ter on Budget and Policy show that in
the upcoming state budget, the state
will need to spend an additional $7.5
million to take on an increase in ad-
ministrative costs for the Supplemental
Nutritional Assistance Program, also
known as food stamps.

The spending bill also freezes tax in-
creases on healthcare providers, which
are used to pay for state portions of
Medicaid. That could cost at least $40
million, because the state won’t have
an avenue to raise more money, ac-
cording to the center.

During a September meeting of the
Joint Committee on Government and
Finance, Speaker of the House Roger
Hanshaw, R-Clay, asked Deputy Sec-
retary of Revenue Mark Muchow if
his office had run the numbers on the
spending package.

“We have done an analysis for
the governor’s office on that, yes,”
Muchow replied.

“If that’s an analysis you’d be will-
ing to share, we’d benefit from that,”
Hanshaw said.

A month later Hanshaw and Senate
President Randy Smith, R-Preston, had
the report.

Gov. Patrick Morrisey’s office, the
Department of Revenue, the House
and the Senate all refused to release the
report. They all invoked language in
West Virginia’s Freedom of Informa-
tion Act that allows agencies to with-
hold “internal memoranda or letters
received or prepared” by government
agencies.

The state Supreme Court has ruled
that language allows — but does not
require — agencies to keep secret “ad-
vice, opinions and recommendations,”
even if those materials were sent from
one agency to another. West Virginia
law also allows agencies to be trans-
parent with the public by releasing
such materials.

The denial issued by Morrisey’s of-
fice shined some light on the scope of
the report.

“It reflected Mr. Muchow’s evalua-
tive judgment and analysis of the sig-
nificance of various aspects of the One
Big Beautiful Bill and its impact on
the state of West Virginia,” wrote Ka-
tie Franklin, deputy general counsel, in
her denial letter.

At a press conference on Friday,
when Mountain State Spotlight asked
Morrisey about the report, he said,
“You’re going to see the results of that
on January 14th, when I submit my
budget, that’ll start to give you a better
sense in terms of some of the changes.”

The Kaiser Family Foundation esti-
mates that the state will lose billions in
Medicaid funding as a result of the bill.

Loss in funding means some of West
Virginia’s neediest could get hurt.
Over the next decade, 55,000 West
Virginians could lose their Medicaid
insurance. And an estimated 30,000
families with children could lose food
assistance in the state.

Tabitha Lafferre, the president of the American Society of Civil Engineers’ West Virgin-
ia Section, presents findings of the organization’s 2025 Infrastructure Report Card dur-
ing a news conference outside of the West Virginia House Chamber in Charleston, West
Virginia on Wednesday, Dec. 17, 2025. (Photo by Caity Coyne/West Virginia Watch)

West Virginia receives D+ grade
on infrastructure report card

By: Caity Coyne for West Virginia
Watch

As West Virginia leaders plan to make
economic development a cornerstone of
the 2026 legislative session, a new report
published Wednesday shows the state has
far to go — both technically and finan-
cially — in addressing basic infrastruc-
ture needs.

The report, published by the American
Society of Civil Engineers’ West Virginia
Section, has the state receiving an aver-
age of a “D+” grade for its infrastructure.
It accounts for 18 infrastructure catego-
ries, ranging from roads, bridges and

dams to school facilities, drinking water,
broadband and more.

ASCE publishes these state-specific
report cards about every four years. The
most recent one published in West Vir-
ginia, according to Tabitha Lafferre, the
president of the ASCE’s West Virginia
Section, was in 2020 and only covered
five infrastructure categories. That year,
she said, the state received a “D.”

At a news conference on Wednesday,
Lafferre said it was good to see the state
improve slightly in its infrastructure sta-
tus. But, she continued, it’s clear that
much work remains to be done.

INFRASTRUCTURE cont. on page 9

School Building Authority announces
grant funding for Clay County Schools

Clay County Schools has been awarded
$9 million in “Needs” grant funding from
the West Virginia School Building Au-
thority (SBA) to support the consolidation
of Clay County Middle School. The grant,
part of a $43.5 million statewide distribu-
tion announced earlier in the month, will
be combined with approximately $1.9
million in local funds to construct a new
addition at Clay County High School.
The project was highly favored during the
competitive selection process, with Clay
County receiving the second-highest score
among 32 applicant counties.

The new addition is designed to serve
7th and 8th-grade students, featuring eight
classrooms including dedicated spaces for
art and band. To prioritize student security,
the wing will house a “safe-schools” en-
trance and a modern administrative suite.

Furthermore, the project includes a new
physical education facility and locker
rooms to support junior high athletics and
gym classes. Under the new configuration,
6th-grade students will remain at Clay El-
ementary and Big Otter Elementary rather
than moving to the high school campus.

SBA officials selected the project based
on its high educational value, cost-effec-
tiveness, and the urgent need for facility
safety and code compliance. District lead-
ers noted that the consolidation will sig-
nificantly reduce long-term operational
costs while providing a more cohesive
and modern learning environment. This
investment marks a major step forward for
the county, ensuring that public resources
are used efficiently to enhance the safety
and academic opportunities available to
future generations of students.

Lady Mustangs suffer a loss against
the Lady Bears

See story on Page 8
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JAIL MUGSHOTS

Lewis Brooks III Wesley Everette Clark Zachary Logan Drennen Michael Paul Greene
Booked 12/17/25 Booked 12/16/25 Booked 12/16/25 Booked 12/18/25
Home confinement violation Capias Bond violation Fail drug test

NICHOLAS COUNTY CLAY COUNTY

Dusty Wade Pritt Ralph Allen Taylor

Debbie Marie Springer Michael Shane Tenney
Booked 12/18/25 Booked 12/16/25 Booked 12/16/25 Booked 12/15/25
Capias Capias Petit larceny, entry of build- Destruction of property,

ing other than dwelling grand larceny

Monday, December 29, 2025 Docket Schedule for
Magistrate: Bass, Scott

10:00 AM, State v. Levi Ernest Siers , Pre-Trial Hear-
ing , 1 Count of Exceed 25 mph speed limit while oper-
ating ATV, 1 Count of No Proof of Insurance

10:30 AM, State v. Kalem Andrew Boggs, Pre-Trial
Hearing, 1 Count of Expired motor vehicle registration,
1 Count of No Proof of Reg, 1 Count of Operation with-
out certificate of inspection or failure to produce certifi-
cate, 1 Count of No Proof of Insurance

11:00 AM, State v. Kathy Bickford, 3 Count(s) of Dog
running at large x3, 3 Count(s) of Keeping vicious dogs

11:30 AM, State v. William Lloyd Bickford, 1 Count(s)
of Dog Running at large x3, 1 Count(s) of Keeping vi-
cious dogs

01:00 PM, State v. Angellica L. Gill, Pre-Trial Hear-
ing, 1 Count of Possession of controlled substance with-
out valid prescription, 1 Count of Obstructing during
investigation - Materially false statement

01:30 PM, State v. Joshua Wayne Boswell, Pre-Trial
Hearing, 1 Count of Unlawful removal, injury to or de-
struction of property

02:00 PM, State v. Jared Blankenship, Pre-Trial Hear-
ing, 1 Count of Possession of controlled substance with-
out valid prescription

02:30 PM, State v. James Clayton Starcher, Pre-Trial
Hearing, 1 Count of Possession of controlled substance
without valid prescription
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—Super Crossword ———

Answers Students at Big Otter Elementary are follow-
AILIOUDmV|I|EJIOMB|L/ABEMACES ing the PAX Good Behavior Game and becoming
S|E/N|S/EBME R/A|O|FEMR|UBERB|OIUIT role models for other students. Students show a
KINIEIEIJIEIRIKIRIEIFILIEIX/E/SIMUIRIG|E| Dpositive attitude towards their classmates and

teachers. Congratulations to the following students
F10 O.ﬁB M.HE E|VIEILIEISISITIEIE for being selected as the November & December
OlR|F B 1S RIT TIHEEINID 2025 PAX Leaders at Big Otter Elementary School!
RIEF EIN E T DIZIEIS Mr. Dustin Vaughan — 5th Grade — Cheyenne
D D Bays
Mrs. Smith — 5th Grade — Leighla Rose & Katie
McCourt

Mr. Stricker — 4th Grade — Rose Billups & Mad-
eline Montville
Mr. Dylan Vaughan - 4th Grade - Adalyn Boggs

Shane Robert Moore
Booked 12/18/25
Fleeing on foot, obstructing
an officer, threats against
officer

Matthew Dale Jarrett
Booked 12/16/25
Sexual abuse in the first
degree

BRAXTON CTY. -

Robert Allen Tanner

Booked 12/18/25
Disorderly conduct, viola-
tion of protective order

Big Otter names PAX Good Behavior
Game students

Big Otter
Elementary
School
PAX Stars

& Jessie Cadle

Mrs. Pierson - 3rd Grade - Anna Sears & Ilyavae
Boggs

Ms. Jarvis — 2nd Grade —
Case Titus

Ms. Douglas — 1st Grade — Taylynn Proctor &
Mason Taylor

Mrs. Collins — Kindergarten — Easton Metheney
& Hinsley Whittington

Mrs. Marks - PreK - Layken Ramsey & Brady
Huddleston

Mr. Shepherd - Hayes Parker & Laken Grose

Mrs. Montgomery — PreK — Elena Cline & An-
nalise Dennis

Enzley Vaughan &

B S
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AITIOINSS|E/W SIN|O|OIN|SIA|S|S|E|S

Your Ad Could Be Here!
Call us at
304-647-5724




Clay County Free Press

EpiTor
Sarah Richardson: news @claycountyfreepress.com
ADVERTISING
Debra Smith: debra@mountainmedianews.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS
subscriptions @claycountyfreepress.com
PuBLISHER
Michael Showell, Publisher

The Clay County Free Press (USPS 116-660)
is published weekly at 291 Main Street, Clay,
West Virginia. Subscription Rate: In County $32.00;
In-State $42.00; Out-of-State $45.00

Address all mail (subscription, change of address) to:
PO. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901 or
call 304-647-5724 or Fax 304-647-5767.

POSTMASTER:
Please provide old address and your new address.

The Gift Of Being Loved

Me and Eddie at Christmas

By Joe Mazzella

I came across an old Christmas picture the other day.
It is from the early 1970’s. It is of my brother and me.
We are standing there dressed in ugly plaid pants. I am
wearing my Snoopy sweatshirt while my brother is in a
red sweater. We both have weird haircuts. My Mom ac-
tually used a bowl over our heads to get the lines straight
so our hair looks just like a bowl. My 12 year old broth-
er, Eddie is trying to look all serious with his arm across
my shoulders. I have a happy but closed mouth smile on
my face because [ was still missing a few front teeth. We
are standing in front of the scraggly, pine tree my Dad
had cut down to be our Christmas tree. It is covered in
lights, tinsel, and candy canes on my Nana’s enclosed
front porch. And under it are that year’s gifts wrapped
and ready to be opened on Christmas day.

What gets me the most about that picture is that I
can’t remember a single gift that I got that year. I am
sure there were a few toys as well as the new socks,
and warm winter clothes that we got each year, but I
can’t remember what they were. The one thing I can re-
member, however, is that I felt loved in that drafty, old
house. I felt loved by my Mom. I felt loved by my Dad.
I felt loved by my Nana. I felt loved by my two broth-
ers. And I felt loved by our dog, Duke. It was that gift of
being loved that I never forgot. It was that gift of being
loved that I have carried in my heart all this time. It was
that gift of being loved that helped me become who I
am today. All that other stuff was just things. It was that
feeling of being loved that made the holiday so special.
It was that feeling of being loved that made every day
there feel like Christmas.

The gift of Love is the greatest gift you can give and
the most wonderful gift you can receive. Love is the
gift that our Heavenly Father gave us on that very first
Christmas over 2000 years ago. Love is the gift we are
all called to share as well, each and every day of our
lives.

Home Country

By Slim Randles

It’s natural to mumble nasty things about the cold
weather. We all do it from time to time. But even the
cold has its merits.

One big plus is that it makes fireplaces a reasonable
addition to our lives. In cold weather, we can build a fire
in our home with a clear conscience. This is something
that doesn’t translate well to summer heat, but when it’s
cold, here comes the fire. Strange, isn’t it, our love affair
with a fireplace? Makes absolutely no sense. Today, we
can make houses so impervious to cold that every time
we light a candle, the temperature goes up ten degrees.
So what do we do? We cut a hole in this sealed anti-cold
unit so we can sit and look at the flames, the way our
ancestors have done since they learned to walk upright
and invented kindling.

But we don’t care. We’ll spend a lot of extra money
to buy a house with a fireplace, and not think a thing
about it. Because this fireplace is the spiritual center of
a home, as it’s always been. It’s the gathering place. It’s
the place to read, to learn, to meet and tell stories. It’s
the core of our universe. The fireplace — and those wait-
ing for us there — is what we dream about when we’re
miles from home in the woods or desert. It warms us, in-
side and out, occasionally cooks our food, and answers
our questions.

Questions? Sure.

When the fire’s burning low, and you can just see the
little blue lickem flames curling around the glowing em-
bers late at night, and when we’ve about talked out the
day’s adventures, we can look at those embers and find
answers to questions we didn’t even know we had. And
we feel sorry for people who don’t have these advan-
tages.

Brought to you by “Just Sprinklers,” which also
sells firewood, gravel, big rocks and other stuff.
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Another Christmas Down the Chimney

By Dr. James Snyder

If T have counted correctly, this is my 74th Christ-
mas. Believe me, I do not remember all of them. The
only thing is how much money I spent on all of those
Christmases.

I know Christmas is filled with rituals. As a young
person, I grew up on rituals. Our best ritual was on
Christmas.

For instance, the day before Christmas, my father
would get a real Christmas tree. On Christmas Eve, we
would all gather to decorate it. Then, on New Year’s
Day, we would take down the decorations, and my fa-
ther would move the tree outside to the backyard. Our
backyard was filled with Christmas trees.

The day before Christmas, my mother and I would
go Christmas shopping from early morning until late
afternoon. She knew every shop and exactly what to
buy in each. She worked on that list for months and was
excited to receive all the gifts on it.

I remember one Christmas, after a full day of shop-
ping, our car was packed with presents. I don’t know
how much my mother spent, but it must’ve been a lot.

On our way home, my mother remembered some-
thing she had forgotten.

She turned around and went back to a store for Christ-
mas cards she had forgotten. We both went in, and my
mother bought about 20 cards. As we left, she sighed
and said, “Son, it’s been a busy day—I’m glad it’s over.
I can’t wait to get home.” I agreed.

We would take these Christmas presents home, and
when my siblings and I went to bed, my dad and mom
would wrap all the gifts and put them under the tree.

As we approached the car, I noticed one of the back
doors was not fully closed.

“Mom,” T said, “did we leave the back car door
open?”

Mother looked and said, “We sure did not leave any
door open.”

When we went into the store for the Christmas cards,
the car was filled with all kinds of Christmas presents
we spent all day collecting.

When we got to the car and opened the door, the in-
side was empty. All our Christmas shopping for the day
had disappeared. My mother looked inside the car and
could not believe what she saw. Or, maybe I should say
she couldn’t believe what she wasn’t seeing.

Suddenly, my mother sighed, and tears ran down her
cheeks. She looked at me and said, “Oh, what are we
going to do?” It was too late to shop again, the stores
closed early, and shopping time was over.

My mother stood just staring into that car for what
felt like forever. I could feel her grief hanging heavily
between us. I didn’t know what to do. I felt helpless,
wishing I could comfort her, but no words seemed right.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Someone broke into our car and stole all our Christmas
presents, leaving us with nothing but shock and a deep,
hollow ache.

On our way home, my mother was relatively quiet.
Usually, she’s quite the chatterer, but today she hardly
spoke at all.

We got home, walked into the living room, and saw
the Christmas tree waiting to be decorated. Dad greeted
us and said, “Where’s all the Christmas presents?”’

Without saying anything, my mother walked in and
sat down, and was quiet for a few moments. Then she
looked at my father and said, “Someone stole all our
Christmas presents while we were in the last store.”

My father just stared at her, shook his head, and said
quietly, “What are we to do now?”

After a relatively quiet dinner that night, we went
into the living room and began decorating the Christ-
mas tree. No one talked as usual; we just put together
all the decorations.

That Christmas really stands out in my mind because
it was the only one with no presents under the tree. On
Christmas morning, we woke up and sat around the
tree as usual, but there were no Christmas presents un-
der the tree.

That was the strangest Christmas our family ever had.

I thought it was strange that no one in our family ever
mentioned that Christmas over the years. I guess I'm
the only one who actually mentioned it. We all think of
it, I’'m sure. But it was one of the worst Christmas days
we ever had as a family.

We celebrated Christmas as usual, and Mother had a
wonderful Christmas dinner for us. We sat around the
table trying to sing Christmas carols. It was hard, but
we decided to move forward and celebrate our family
rather than dwell on our missing Christmas gifts.

No matter how difficult the Christmases have been
since that time, none of them has equaled the sadness
of that Christmas.

Reflecting on that Christmas recently, an encourag-
ing verse of scripture came to my mind.

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art
thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall
yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance,
and my God” (Psalms 42:11).

Not everything turns out the way we plan. I haven’t
had a Christmas like this, but there have been times
when I thought everything was going the wrong way.
It’s times like this that I need to focus not on what’s go-
ing wrong but on God. My faith in God gets me through
every problem no matter how difficult.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail jamessnyderS1@gmail.com, web-
site www.jamessnyderministries.com.

Continued from Page 1

“This [D+] is still two notches below the national
grade of a C, and unfortunately, it’s not a grade that we
can find acceptable if we want an infrastructure network
that can protect our residents and businesses sufficient-
ly,” Lafferre said. “However, this represents progress
and I will say, it’s something that we should be proud
of.”

Seven of the 18 categories detailed in the report card
— aviation, broadband, dams, drinking water, roads,
school building infrastructure and wastewater — in-
cluded estimates on how much funding will be needed
to both maintain current infrastructure and meet poten-
tial future needs. Those seven categories alone totaled
nearly $13 billion in estimated funding needs over the
next several years.

The report card emphasized that extreme weather
events in West Virginia — which are becoming increas-
ingly common due to climate change — present mas-
sive challenges in addressing infrastructure needs. Other
challenges highlighted in the report throughout several
categories include the state’s population decline, rapidly
aging and out-of-date infrastructure, rugged natural ter-
rain and funding restraints.

Throughout the state report, authors stressed the im-
portance of federal funding in both upkeeping and im-
proving the state’s existing infrastructure.

The report does not account for previously allocated
federal infrastructure funding sources — grants and oth-
erwise — that have been under threat by the Trump ad-
ministration over the past year. Those include initiatives
passed by Congress through the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act and the American Rescue Plan Act,
which were both signed into law by former President
Joe Biden in 2021.

Lafferre, responding to a question regarding federal
funding instability, said Wednesday that part of the rea-
son the report card is compiled is to show lawmakers
— statewide and federally — how critical it is to protect
and increase funding for infrastructure initiatives.

“One of the most fundamental things about the report
card is we can use it as a tool to take to our legislators to
show, you know, this is the reason we need more fund-
ing,” Lafferre said. “The I1JA is great. But it was a one
time thing. We need that (funding) consistently across
the state to improve our efforts.”

Lafferre called the state’s infrastructure systems the
“backbone of West Virginia’s economy.”

“When it’s functioning as planned, it’s often out of
sight, out of mind,” Lafferre said. “But when infrastruc-
ture encounters a serious problem or a system fails, the
consequences can affect people’s quality of life and
have serious, widespread economic impact.”

Rodney Holbert, the region four governor for the

statewide ASCE chapter, said improving the state’s in-
frastructure and ensuring funding is secured to address
future needs is crucial if the state wants to build up its
economy.

“The future of our state relies on our ability to main-
tain and improve upon the current conditions of these
infrastructure networks,” Holbert said. “These systems
drive economic growth, create jobs, improve public
health and protect us from environmental threats.”

West Virginia’s below-average infrastructure grade
comes as state leaders plan on making economic devel-
opment a cornerstone of the upcoming legislative ses-
sion. Republicans in the state House of Delegates said
earlier this month that they want to see heavy invest-
ment and innovation for the state’s aviation industry. Per
the report card, the state’s airports are estimated to need
at least $132 million in infrastructure investments over
the next five years to adequately operate.

Throughout his first year in office, Gov. Patrick Mor-
risey has repeatedly touted his “Backyard Brawl” eco-
nomic growth plan, which aims to see West Virginia
compete more aggressively with surrounding states in
recruiting businesses, increasing development opportu-
nities and more.

Per the ASCE, every state surrounding the Mountain
State — Virginia, Kentucky, Maryland, Ohio and Penn-
sylvania— received higher average infrastructure grades
than West Virginia in their most recent report cards.

The 2025 ASCE Report Card for West Virginia’s In-
frastructure was compiled by a committee of more than
25 civil engineers from throughout the state with sup-
port from about 50 former Fairmont State University
Students.

The infrastructure report card is published about ev-
ery four years, with the last statewide report coming out
in 2020.

The 2025 report looked at 18 infrastructure categories
and used several metrics — including the condition of
the infrastructure, its current and future capacity, fund-
ing sources compared to estimated future needs, opera-
tion and maintenance needs and more — to assign letter
grades.

Grades given in each of the categories are meant to
reflect how the infrastructure itself is performing, not
the work done by individuals to maintain and upkeep it.
West Virginia Watch is part of States Newsroom, a
nonprofit news network supported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3) public charity. West Virginia
Watch maintains editorial independence. Contact Edi-
tor Leann Ray for questions: info@westvirginiawatch.
com.

OBITUARY

Phillip Carte

Phillip Joe Carte, 64, of
Maysel, WV, went home
to be with the Lord on De-
cember 16th, 2025. Phil
was born on June 12th,
1961, to Dallas and Nona
(Stephenson) Carte. Phil
was a Veteran, worked in
the Coal Mines, and re-
tired from Columbia Nat-
ural Resources.

Phillip married his high

school sweetheart and best
friend, Deana Carte, in
1980, and they celebrated
44 years of marriage this
year. She was his world
and is left to cherish his
memories. Also, left to
cherish his memories
are his daughter, Mandy
(Dusty) Jones of Elkview
and his son, Matthew (Ta-
mara) Carte of Maysel.
Phil’s grandchildren were
his whole world. Miley-
Auna, Emma-Lynn, Ale-
ah, and Brielle Jones of
Elkview and Kage, Kay-
dence, and Kreed Carte of
Maysel will forever cher-
ish their Papa. Phil is also
survived by his mother
Nona (Stephenson) Carte,
brother William (Peggy)
Stephenson, and sisters

Barbara (Jack) Fields, Pat
Carte, Teresa Bird, and
Starlett Miller.

Phillip is proceeded in
death by his father, Dal-
las Carte, his sister, Jerri
Summers, and his brother,
Jimmy Miller.

Phil loved God. Phil
was the strongest fighter
and faithful to his family.
He cherished his morning
routines with his grand-
children, special conver-
sations, and ball games.
He was an avid hunter.
He took pride in coaching
Biddy Basketball League.
He took the most pride in
getting to coach his own
grandchildren. He enjoyed
camping and boating with
them. He was our hero and
he was loved so much.

Phil fought a good fight,
he finished his course, and
he kept the faith. 2 Timo-
thy 4:7 (KJV)

Funeral service will
be held on Saturday, De-
cember 20th, at 1:00 p.m.
at Wilson Smith Funeral
Home in Clay, WV with
visitation one-hour prior
to the service from 12:00
pm to 1: 00 pm for friends
and family with Jim Back-
us and Mike Pierson offi-
ciating. Burial will follow
in the Clay Memorial Gar-
dens, Clay, WV

Online condolences
may be sent to the family
at www.carlwilsonfuner-
alhome.com

Wilson Smith Funeral
Home is honored to be
serving the Carte family.
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THis WEEK IN

West Yirginia History

Dec. 24, 1852: The last
spike was driven on the
Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road between Baltimore
and the Ohio River. The
event occurred at Rosbys
Rock near Moundsville.
To mark the spot the fol-
lowing words were carved
upon the rock: Rosbbys
[sic] Rock Track Closed
Christmas Eve 1852.

TRACK, CLOSED
CHRISTMAS EY
1852

Dec. 24, 1942: The
Committee on Fair Em-
ployment Practices or-
dered that Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses be reinstated to
their jobs at Pittsburgh
Plate Glass in Clarksburg.

The workers had been

HOCUS -FOCUS

fired for refusing to partic-
ipate in union-sponsored
flag-salute ceremonies at
the plant.

Dec. 25, 1887: Folk art-
ist James Tyree Rexrode
was born in Pendleton
County. He created a visu-
al record of rural West Vir-
ginia life in the early 20th
century. He died in 1976.

Dec. 26, 1998: Sports-
man George Bird Evans
was in Pennsylvania. In
1939, he and his wife, Kay
Harris, bought the historic
“Old Hemlock” farm in
Preston County, where
he bred the Old Hemlock
line of grouse-hunting set-
ters. He wrote 27 books
and numerous articles
on upland shooting; Kay
also co-wrote five mystery
novels under the pseud-

onym Brandon Bird.

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @ € Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Dec. 26, 1917: Instru-
ment maker Harold M.
Hayslett was born in Put-
nam County. Hayslett’s
violins, violas and cellos
have received awards for
tone and workmanship,

and are cherished by col-

lectors and players alike.

Dec. 27, 1797: The
county seat of Ohio Coun-
ty was moved from West
Liberty to Wheeling.

Dec. 27, 1923: Busi-
nessman and Point Pleas-
ant native Michael Ow-

ens, who revolutionized

the glass industry through

automation, died at age

Dec. 28, 1879: Briga-
dier General Billy Mitch-
ell was born in France. As
chief of the Army Air Ser-
vice, Mitchell ordered air-
craft of the 88" Squadron
to perform reconnaissance
during the 1921 Miners’
March on Logan.

Dec. 28, 1978: The last
trains ran on the Greenbri-
er Division, a branch line

of the Chesapeake & Ohio Harvey often used his
Railway. Unlikemost ~ work.
C&O branches in West Dec. 29, 1970: John

Virginia, the Greenbrier
Division was not a coal-
hauling line but served the
valley’s timber industry.

Dec. 29, 1861: Con-
federate soldiers burned
most of downtown Sutton.
The town slowly rebuilt
but remained small until
the local timber industry
boomed in the 1890 to
1920 period.

Dec. 29, 1928: Humor-
ist and political cartoon-
ist James Frederick Dent
was born in Charleston.
His
daily events into delight-

talent for turning
ful anecdotes gained him
national ~ fame.Reader s
Digest reprinted 194 items
from his columns, and

radio commentator Paul

Denver and two friends
completed the song
“Take Me Home, Coun-
try Roads.” Denver per-
formed “Country Roads”
in West Virginia on sev-
eral occasions, notably
for the opening of the new
Mountaineer Stadium in
Morgantown in 1980.
Dec. 30, 1901: McK-
started

providing medical care in

endree Hospital

rural Fayette County. It

was one of three hospitals
established by the state
in the fast-growing coal-
fields.

SIX-E-
Super Crossword SOMETHINGS
ACROSS 45 In the thick of 103 Cuba’s 10 Proposed for 52 Feudal peon 89 With 118-
1 Audibly 46 Dark, gloomy largest city consideration 53 Concept, Down, do a
6 Mission —, rock genre 105 “Norma —” 11 Nominal in Calais surfing stunt
California 48 Fast, sporty 106 Get it wrong military 54 Signified 90 Brewski
11 Spill the auto 107 Cel figure promotion 55 Jennifer of container
beans 51 “My treat” 108 Fir or spruce 12 Poshness “The Switch” 91 Fastener
15 Golf coups 52 Greek “S” 113 — Lingus 13 Cain’s victim 56 Lint fitting into
19 Perceive 54 Face cover 115 Cato’s 1,101 14 Plagued (by) catchers a nut
20 — Good 58 WWW 116 Monopoly 15 Treated 57 Lock partner 92 Helper in the
Feelings address expense badly 59 Memphis-to- Himalayas
21 Many a 59 Longer-than- 117 2020 drama 16 Congress’ Atlanta dir. 93 Lace into
“Hee Haw” normal prison thriller film Alexandria 60 Has the 94 “OK, but
character term 120 El —, Texas Ocasio- — gumption still ...”
22 Boxing event 62 Cat breed 121 “Why should 17 University of 61 Fare- — -well 95 Red Cross
23 Involuntary 65 Region — you?” Oregon’s city 63 Feline cries founder
leg reactions 66 Long- 122 Concur 18 Spirited 64 Cato’s “to be” Clara
26 Stimulate unshaven 123 Carried, horses 68 Cathode-ray 97 Film director
27 — yung 67 What “have as a load 24 Abated picture Lubitsch and
(Chinese solved” is in, 124 Loads 25 Riga native, producer physicist
dish) in terms of 125 Stitches up old-style 69 Oom- — Mach
28 Rocket grammar 126 Lunchtimes, 30 Old Iranian (tuba sounds) 98 Liver spread
downer, 73 Ad awards often ruler 70 Sword type 99 Wipes clean
for short 74 Utilize a Juul 127 Pack-toting 32 Disaster 71 “Ciaol” 100 Actress
29 Relative of a device, e.g. equines relief gp. 72 Samantha Suzanne
tank top 75 Aided in evil 34 Insufficient Bee’s 101 Epoch of the
31 “O Fortuna” 77 In bed DOWN 38 Futuristic station first whales
composer 83 Yoko of the 1 Solicit sci-fi play of 73 “NCIS” 102 “Blade” star
Carl avant-garde 2 “The Raven” 1921 network Wesley
33 Some arm 84 Utters maiden 39 Single- 76 Stag’'s mate 104 “— a jealous
muscles, 85 Stimulate 3 Done just a named 78 Prior to, mistress”
informally 86 “Dame” single time supermodel in odes 109 Jennifer of
35No.ona Everage 4 Purpose 40 Mortgage 79 Opposite of “Zero Dark
road sign 87 Cleric’s 5“lt's — vu all claim south, Thirty”
36 “And that's home over again” 41 Case for ova in France 110 “So nasty!”
that” 89 Oregano, e.g. 6 Pests like 42 ltaly’s capital 80 That girl's 111 Hence
37 Note that 90 Telly rats and 47 Beige 81 Fix text 112 Architect
recommends watcher roaches 48 Gloomy — 82 — nous (in Saarinen
a job appli- 91 “Help us!” 7 Rile 49 Level just confidence) 114 Singer
cant, e.g. 92 Cat food 8 Lobed body below 87 “The McEntire
43 Wood- brand parts major league Simpsons” 118 See 89-Down
dressing tools 96 Innermost 9 “Piano Man” 50 Lucidness bartender 119 Boxing
44 Pigsty stuff parts singer Billy 51 Plow beasts 88 Admin. aide wallops
1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 11 |12 (13 (14 16 (17 |18
19 21
23 25

27

31

a5

29
34 35
39 (40

37

2
32
3
48 |49 |50
58
63 |6

62

55 |56

57

8
8

60
4

&

-

73

6
20
24
33
51
59
78 |79

76

77 83
84 85
m
92 |93 100 |101 |102
103
108
116 117 118 119
120 121 122 123
124 125 126 I127
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thinks very much.

Where all think alike, no one

November 1958
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SUCCESSFUL PROJECT COMPLETED

We just have completed a successful project the carnival — de-
signed to serve as community entertainment for the night of Hal-
lowe’en.

On the surface it served its purpose well. Laughter and gaiety
prevailed; simple feats of skill were rewarded; contests were con-
cluded; royalty was recognized and honored; a lot of hot dogs and
hot chocolate was consumed. In faect, everyone seemed to enjoy the
whole thing.

But—(and isn't it too bad that there must always be that little
qualifying word?) there were little infractions of moral behavior.
There were some who didn't bother to pay for a chance to win a
prize—they took what they wanted under the protective cover of the
crowd. Others even slit the burlap walls to get to prizes and money
kept away from the front of the booths.

The thefts do not amount to much in aetual value, but the acts
do. Have we.not yet learned that our moral behavior will influence our
lives for good or bad? Here and now is the time to make our lives
'worthwhile to teach ourselves to respect the rights and properties of
«others and to become responsible members of society.

THANKSGIVING

Do you know the real meaning of Thanksgiving Day? It's a day
for a big roasted turkey with all its trimmings and delicious pumpkin
pie. Weéll, that is part of the meaning for Thanksgiving, but the real
meaning is th that Thanksgiving is a day when every American family
should offer thelr thanks to God for the wonderful things life has
given them. If we here in America would think of the hard times our
ancestors had to get here, we would be as thankful again as we are.

So when we are chewing the big turkey on Thanksgiving, let us
be thankful that we live in a country abounding with wealth an_d op-
portunities.

“LISTEN AND YE SHALL HEAR’

“I'wo heads are better than one”
—Dawne Backus.

“What is not in a man cannot
come out of him”’-—Abhe Holmes.

‘*Whistle and she’ll come to you”
—David Hamrick.

“What! Sigh for the toothache?”
—Doris Young.

“I am escaped with the skin of
my teeth”-—Jim Manning.

“Love is the {fulfilling of the
law”—Rosa Gibson.

“Mark now,
shall put
Frame.

“He has paid dear, very dear,
for his whistle”—Ronald James.

“Ah! happy years! Once more
who would not be a boy?”’—Mr.
Krise.

“I have more zeal than wit”"—
Jack Wilson.
~ “This story will never go down”
—Gary Craft.

“Hang sorrow, .care'll kill a cat”
—Charles Lewls,

“Dimes and dollars! Dollars and

dix%s”::gnda.m
ever do -today what you can

nat off ’till to-morrow’-—Kyle
Bennett.
“~ireol served seven years for
Rachel”—Lora Wilson.

“All dressed up, with nowhere
to go”—Drema Dodrill.

“I've taken my fun where I've
found it”"—Joyce Workman,

“When you call me that, smile”
—Carolene Miller.

“Sooner or later, love comes to
all”—Barabara . Eagle.

“Her lips wére so near that—
what else could I do"—David Wil-
son.

you down”—Nedra

Grade Cards

Smiles of delight and groans of
despair shared homnors on Friday,
November 7, when students of
Widen Schools received clean
yvellow report cards for the first
time this year.

Records of achievement in Wi-
den High are marked by letters:
A, B, C, D, and E; while the grade
school cards are marked with the
U and § system.

A is superior; B, above aver-
age; C, average; D, below aver-
age; and E is failure. An *“I”
means that the student has not
completed his work for that per-
iod. '

The “S” on a grade school card
means that the child is progres-
sing satisfactory — “U” means
that his work is unsatisfactory,

and “E” means that the child is

doing superior work.

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL 230-3640

ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

how a plain tale’

Fire Dnll At W.H.S.

The second fire drill of the year
at W.H.S. showed a great decrease
in evacuating-time from the first
drill of the year. The second drill
was held on October 28, 1958, and
the school was evacuated in 45
seconds, a decrease of 30 seconds.
This can be accounted for partly
‘because the rooms at the extreme
end of the hall used their escape
doors.

New Student Enrolls
In Widen Hi School

Diane Carter registered in Wi-
den High on November 10, 1958,

Diane, who is a member of the
Sophomore Class, atended Doug-
las High School in Huntington
West Virginia, previous to her en-
rollment here. Diane's hobby is
Band. She plays the trumpet and
plans to join the Widen School
band. She is staying with Mrs.
Lucy Jones of Fayette Street.

Hathaway And Leeson
Win Attendance Banners

Mr. Hathaway's sixth grade
won the Attendance Banner for
the 2nd month with a percentage
of 99.19,

The eleventh grade won for
the High School with a percent-
age of 98.33.

Congratulations 6th and 11th
graders!

Percentage of Attendance

Mr. Hathaway . Grade 6. 99.19
Mr. Jackson ... Grade 5 99.11
Mrs. Butcher .. Grade 1..9850
‘Mrs. Bragg . Grade 4 9850
Mr. Leeson ..... Grade 11 98.33
Mr. Krise ..... Grade 9..98.26
Mr. Matheny .. Grade 10 98.13
Miss Ashley ... Grade 3 97.98
Mrs. Hathaway ..Grade 8 97.85
Mrs. Elliott . Grade 2 9737
Miss Graham .. Grade 3 97.15
Mr. Stover . Grade 7. 95.30
Mrs. Griffith .. Grade 12 94.48

Winner of Baby Contest

Charles (Chuck) Edward Shaf-
fer, 14 months old son of Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Shaffer, was the win-
ner of the baby contest, which was
conducted by the senior  class
during the Halloween carnival
season.

“Chuck” was presented with a
25 dollar savings bond at the high
school assembly on November
5th.

The contest is an annual affair.
Contestants pictures are set up
in various places in town with
money containers close by. The
baby with the most money wins.
The winner was announced at
8:30 at the carnival grounds.

Gonsumer Cellular:

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details!
1-855-405-3412  www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-

MISCELLANEOUS

SUNSETTER. AMERICA'S NUMBER
ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the
touch of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy three step process.
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today
to schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam
or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company -
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee and life-
time transferrable warranty. Call today
1-844-295-2840 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation estimate.
Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Mil-
itary & Seniors get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for warranty and
offer details.

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

A ‘WEST VIRGINIA
2 Press

‘\ ASSOCIATION « S['RVI(FS FOUNDATION

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG
WIRELESS COST.

AWARD-WINNING
CUSTOMER SUPPORT
16 TIMES IN A ROW.

We've been ranked “#1 in
Customer ice among
Wireless Value MVNOs,
16 Times in a Row.”

CUSTOMER
SERVICE.

teams are just a

859-615-6411

call or click away.

1007% U.S. BASED

All of our support

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Up to half the cost savings

based on Consumer Cellular’s single-line, 1,5 and 10GB data plans with unlimited talk and text
compared to T-Mobile and Verizon's lowest cost, single-line post-paid unlimited talk, text and data
plans, January 2024. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing, Taxes and
other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all

areas and is subject to system limitations.
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J Public Meeting Notice

Y The Clay County Board of Education will hold 2 public hearings to
allow interested parties to discuss and provide input for the 2026-2027
school calendar. The first hearing will be held at Clay County High
School on Tuesday, January 20, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The second
hearing will be conducted at Clay County High School on Tuesday,
February 6, beginning at 5:30 p.m. Anyone interested in addressing
the Clay County Board of Education, at one or both meetings, should
contact Mr. Philip R. Dobbins, Superintendent, at 304-587-4266, to
have your name placed on the agenda or sign up in person 15 minutes
prior to the start of the hearing.

There will also be a public comment period on the two calendar op-
tions posted at claycountyschools.org for students, parents, and staff
to provide input to the Clay County Board of Education. If you have a

&0nline
ADVERTISING!

comment or question about the calendar options, please email them to
Mr. Dobbins at claycountyschoolsystem@gmail.com .

LEGAL

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until January 13, 2026 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
Call Contract  State Project Federal Project  Description
030 2020001486 S308-79-39.92 00 NHPP-0791(136)D ContWrkTyp

PEARL HARBOR PFR CAREY STOCKWELL

PEARL HARBOR PFR CAREY STOCKWELL

COUNTY: CLAY

with Print

BRIDGE: 08A070, CONCRETE SLAB ON PRESTRESSED GIRDER
08A071
SPANS(S): 4 STRUCTURE STEEL:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT

Notice is hereby given that RANGE SKY VIEW LAND, LLC, 200 PARK AVENUE, ORANGE VILLAGE,
OH 44122, has submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 School
Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600.

This application has been submitted for:

*Transfer, assignment or sale on Permit No(s).

$200307, S200396, S200409, S200502, S200599, S200605, S200798

S200995, S201199, S201293, S201298, S201496, S601489, S601989,

U201310

from WV RECLAIM CO. LLC, 2122 LEATHERWOOD ROAD, BICKMORE, WV 25019.

Comments on the application shall be in writing and shall identify the applicant and application number
and be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above. Comments received
by 1/26/26, or thirty (30) days from date of publication, will be considered.

A copy of the application will be available for review until 1/26/26, or thirty (30) days from date of pub-
lication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at:

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfim
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries.
DEP Telephone No. 304-457-3219
* Include Location Map(s)
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Lockwood and Clay Quadrangles

LOCATION MAP RANGE SKY VIEW LAND, LLC

GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP CLAY AND NICHOLAS COUNTIES
SCALE: 1" =1 MILE
Bullpen Fork, Cannel Coal Hollow and Rocklick Fork of/and Right Fork
and Road Fork of/and Leatherwood Creek and unnamed fributaries of
Leatherwood Creek and unnamed tributaries of Franks Branch, Big
Branch and Laurel Fork of/and Lilly Fork of Buffalo Creek of Elk River of
Kanawha River.
Boardtree Branch, Stillhouse Branch and unnamed tributaries of/fand
Twentymile Creek of Gauley River and unnamed tributaries of Gauley
River of Kanawha River.
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Swandale, Gilboa, Lockwood and Clay Quadrangles
LOCATION MAP RANGE SKY VIEW LAND, LLC
GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP CLAY AND NICHOLAS COUNTIES

SCALE: 1" =1 MILE

2122 LEATHERWOOD ROAD, BICKMORE, WV 25019
Receiving Streams:

Leatherwood Creek and unnamed tributaries of Leatherwood Creek and
unnamed tributaries of/and Franks Branch, unnamed tributaries of/and-
Big Branch, Laurel Fork, Sugarcamp Run, lke Fork and Sycamore Run
offand Lilly Fork and unnamed tributaries of Lilly Fork of Buffalo Creek

of Elk River of Kanawha River.

LEGAL

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
THAT BEING THE JUVENILE COURT OF SAID COUNTY

IN RE: State J.W. Case Nos. 25-JA-39
In the matter of J.W., and the unknown whereabouts of the Unknown
Father of J.W.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

And

NOTICE OF ANSWER

To: Unknown Father

(The object of this action is to notify the Adult Respondents of an
abuse and neglect petition herein filed so that said Adult Respondents
may answer the same to protect their interest.)

You are hereby notified that an abuse and neglect and/or abandon-
ment petition has been filed with the Circuit Court of Clay County,
West Virginia, on the 24th day of April 2025, and assigned Case Num-
ber 25-JA-39, wherein it is alleged that the Adult Respondent Mother
of the Infant Respondent J.W. (DOB: 4/21/25), is Jaelynn Thacker,
and that said Infant Respondent be placed in the custody of the West
Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources, with said In-
fant Respondent remaining in the care, custody and control of the said
Department since that time in accordance with WV Code §49-6-3.
You are hereby notified that you have the right to answer said petition
and you have the right to have counsel present at all stages of these
proceedings and ALL PROCEEDINGS CAN RESULT IN THE PER-
MANENT TERMINATION OF CUSTODIAL AND PARENTAL
RIGHTS TO SAID INFANT CHILD.

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that the Unknown Father shall ap-
pear before the Honorable Judge Asbury on the 5th day of January
2026, at 11:00 a.m., at the Clay County Courthouse, 246 Main Street,
Clay, West Virginia, otherwise judgment by default will be taken
against them at any time thereafter, and termination of your custodial
and parental rights may be ordered by the Court.

A copy of said Petition can be obtaining from the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of Clay County, West Virginia at the Clay County Court-
house, Clay West Virginia.

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA AND WEST VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES, CHILD PRO-
TECTIVE SERVICES DIVISION

BY: Wayne King, Prosecuting Attorney Clay County, West Virginia
Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 8th day of December, 2025.

To
place
your

legals
€all
us at
(304)-
o47-
5724

Chrenlt Clerk

LEGAL

(2024-C-000007 - CLAY COUNTY - HOLLINS WAYNE DUFFIELD)

To: DONVILLE C. DEEMS, SR., JOHN WAYNE CANTRELL II, NANCY KAY BYRD C/O JOHN
WAYNE CANTRELL II, STEVEN LEE CANTRELL C/O JOHN WAYNE CANTRELL II, STEVEN
LEE CANTRELL, STEVEN LEE CANTRELL, STEVEN LEE CANTRELL, NANCY KAY BYRD
C/O PATRICIA MORALES, NANCY BYRD, THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, CREDITORS
& ASSIGNS OF CHARLES FORD DEEMS, DONVILLE [DONVAL] C. DEEMS, SR., ELIZABETH
CANTRELL, MARJORIE PAYNE, JOHN WAYNE CANTRELL, II, STEVEN LEE CANTRELL AND
NANCY KAY CANTRELL BYRED, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, as-
signs, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other
parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest
in the subject property.

DISTRICT BUFFALO MAP 12 PARCEL 0052 0000 0000
You will take notice that HOLLINS WAYNE DUFFIELD, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert.
No. 2024-C-000007, located in BUFFALO District, 1.88 AC ROCK CAMP SUR, which was returned
delinquent or nonentered in the name of DEEMS CHARLES FORD, and was sold by the deputy commis-
sioner of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on the August
20, 2025. HOLLINS WAYNE DUFFIELD requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be
made on or after May 1, 2026, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The
amount needed to redeem on or before April 30, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with $ 15483
interest, for tax year ticket number 2023 - 667.

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2024 - 659. $  117.64
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 14495
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,

Secretary of State with interest. $ 34293
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 760.35

certified or personal check.
You may redeem at any time before April 30, 2026, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand November 24, 2025
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia
Please return this letter and payment to the
‘West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections
Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT

Notice is hereby given that RANGE SKY VIEW LAND, LLC, 200 PARK AVENUE, ORANGE VILLAGE,
OH 44122, has submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), 47 School
Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600.

This application has been submitted for:

*Transfer, assignment or sale on Permit No(s).

$200494, S200697

from WV RECLAIM CO. LLC, 2122 LEATHERWOOD ROAD, BICKMORE, WV 25019.

Comments on the application shall be in writing and shall identify the applicant and application number
and be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above. Comments received
by 1/26/26, or thirty (30) days from date of publication, will be considered.

A copy of the application will be available for review until 1/26/26, or thirty (30) days from date of pub-
lication in the DEP Regional Office located at the address above and is available at:

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfim
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries.
DEP Telephone No. 304-457-3219
* Include Location Map(s)
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S200494 & S200697

RANGE SKY VIEW LAND, LLC
GENERAL HIGHWAY MAP
SEE USGS - TOPO MAP (7.5' SERIES)

GRANT DISTRICT  NICHOLAS COUNTY, WV
HENRY DISTRICT  COUNTY: CLAY
LOCKWOOD (NO. 441), GILBOA (NO. 364),
CLAY (298) AND SWANDALE (629) QUADRANGLES
NEAREST P.O.: BICKMORE
Unnamed Tributaries of/and Franks Branch and Unnamed Tributaries
of/and Laurel Fork of Lilly Fork and Lilly Fork of Buffalo Creek of Elk River.

SCALE: 1"=1MILE




TIRE MANAGERS SPECIAL
TIRE SALE

MASTERCRAFT COURSER CXT-275-7018 10PLY $245.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT- 275-65-18 TR $184.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT 275-65-18 TR $139.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS 265-65-18 TR $155.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS HT 255-65-18 TR $129.99 EA.

MASTERCRAFT COURSER TRAIL 245-60-18 HR $154.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AP 265-70-17 TR $129.99 EA.

MASTERCRAFT COURSER TRAIL 265-70-17 TR $149.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT SRT TOURING 225-65-17 TR $109.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT QUEST PLUS 225-65-17 HR $124.99 EA.

MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 225-60-17 HR $99.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 225-60-17 TR $129.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT STRATUS AS 215-60-16 VR $79.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT COURSER QUEST 215-60-16 VR $95.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT COURSER QUEST 195-65-15 HR $89.99 EA.
MASTERCRAFT GLACIER TREX 195-65-15 TR $94.99 EA.
ATV-UTV TIRES
CARLISLE 489 25-8-12 4 PR $109.99 EA.
CARLISLE 489 25-10-12 4 PR §114.99 EA.

LAWN TIRE
CARLISLE TURF SAVER II 20-8-8 2PR $54.99
POWER KING WING 25-8-12 6PR $109.99 EA.
POWER KING WING 25-10-12 6PR $129.99 EA.
POWER KING TERROROK 26-11-14 8 PR $144.99 EA.
TRAILER TIRES
MASTERTRACK UN 203 205-75-15 8 PR $74.99 EA.
MASTERTRACK UN203 225-75-15 8 PR $79.99 EA
LAWN TIRES
HI-RUN TURF 15-6-6 2 PR $34.99 EA.

WANDA TURF 16-16.50-8 4PR $39.99 EA.
MISCELLANEOUS CAR TIRES
MULTI SUPREME TOUR CSX 245-60-18 TR $139.99 EA.
THUNDERER MOCH 1 PLUS 235-55-17 HR $94.99 EA.
ROAD ONE CAVALRY AS 205-55-16 HR $105.99 EA.
KELLY EDGE AS 205-55-16 VR $105.99

ALL PRICES ARE CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT CARD.
ALL PRICES INCLUDE MOUNT & BALANCE.

FREE ROTATION DOWN TO 2/32 TREAD.
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITH AVAILIBILTY.
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STORE HOURS

FEATURE VEHICLE

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE
LATUTUDE

WHITE,4X4, 9 speed automatic
transmission, air conditioning, tilt steering,
alloy wheels, am/fm radio, cd player, power

doors/locks & windows, keyless entry &

M-F 6:00AM-6PM
SAT 7:00AM-6PM
SUN-CLOSED
TIRE SHOP
MON-SAT 8AM-5PM
SUN-CLOSED
OFFICE HOURS
M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM
SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM
SUN-CLOSED

WE HAVE STATE
MINIMUM PRICES!

304-286-4671

cruise control.

$9.499.00

CARS, TRUCKS,

SUV'S & VANS

2019 Nissan Sentra-4Cyl, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver

2018 Ford F-150-V8, Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver

2018 Dodge Caravan-All Seats, White

2017 Ford Explorer-3" Row Seating, Many Options, Silver

2016 Dodge Journey-Auto, 2WD, A/C, Tilt, Cruise, Red

2016 Jeep Patriot-4cyl, Auto, 2WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue

2016 Nissan Rogue-4Cyl, 4X4, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White

2016 Ford Edge-FWD, Auto, Tilt & Cruise, White

2015 Dodge Ram 1500-4DR, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black

2015 Jeep Cherokee-Auto, 2WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black

2015 Chevy Trax- FWD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black

2014 Nissan Xterra-4WD, Auto, A/C, Power Doors/Windows, Gray
2014 Jeep Cherokee-AWD, Many Options, White

2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, Many Options Including A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue
2014 Chevy Cruze-4Cyl 1.8 L, 4DR, A/C & Tilt, Blue

2013 Chrysler Twn & Country Van-V6, Auto, All Seats, White
2013 Chevy Spark-4Cyl, Auto, 4DR, Blue

2012 Ford F-150-4X4, 5.0 V8, 4DR, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White
2012 Kia Soul-4Cyl, Auto, Very Clean, Black

2012 Nissan Rogue-4CYI, Auto, FWD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White
2011 Chevy Tahoe-Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt, Cruise & 3™ Row Seating, Black
2008 Toyota Rav4-4X4, 4DR, Auto, White

2007 Jeep Commander-V8, 4X4, Auto & 3 Row Seating, Silver

$7,999.00
$18,999.00
$4,999.00
$13,999.00
$8,999.00
$7,499.00
$6,999.00
$5,499.00
$12,999.00
$6,499.00
$4,999.00
$9,999.00
$9,499.00
$8,999.00
$6,499.00
$5,999.00
$2,999.00
$9,999.00
$6,499.00
$3,999.00
$8,999.00
$3,999.00
$3,999.00

2013 Town & Country

FMP BATTERIES!

GENERATOR
26R-$48.99
MARINE /MOBILE HOME
M24-930ST-$72.99
M27-7DC-$80.99
31TXXHD-$97.99

VEHICLE
35-$50.99
47-90-$50.99
48-91-$53.99
24FHD-$57.99
65HD-$68.99
P75DT-$86.99

LAWN
51R-$43.99
41R-300V$39.99
41L-340V-$43.99

ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE!

Great 1n-store deals!
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FACTORYMOTORPARTS

SEA FOAM - $10.99

MOUNTAIN SHINE CLEANER-$6.99

BLUE CORAL CLEANER- $4.99 TO $7.99

0.95 WEED EATER STRING-$5.99 TO $38.99

MIXING OIL-$2.99 TO $4.99

SAFETY GLASSES- $2.99

ROTARY BAR AND CHAIN OIL $14.99

BELTS FOR LAWNMOWERS STARTING AT $8.99
BARS AND CHAINS FOR SAWS STARTING AT $12.99

ONE

~ ~
L B

PARTS SOURCE
FACTORYMOTORPARTS

Call us for best prices on parts for your car!
Most parts are in stock or next day!

We have replacement parts available for your lawn mower

And chain saws!

unningham Motors Inc.

Intersection

of Rts. 4 &16
10560 Ivydale Road
Ivydale, WV 25113

email:
cmiwv@hotmail.com

304-286-4671
304-286-3802
Fax: 304-286-2100
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Lady Mustangs lose a tough one

By Allen Hamrick

The Lady Mustangs met their wa-
terloo this past week as they took on
the Lady Bears of Summersville Mid-
dle and came face to face with a jug-
gernaut. Every time these two teams
meet, it promises to be a barn burner.
At the end of the first half of play, the
Lady Mustangs were net for net with
the Lady Bears. If you like a defensive
game, this was a game to be at. The
Lady Mustangs didn’t let the pre-game
hype intimidate them. They were all
over the Lady Bears in the first half
and held them to a baseball score of 11
points. Offensively, the Lady Mustangs
had their own troubles burning the net
and grabbing some points for their side,
so it stayed a defensive grudge match
most of the game. The Lady Bears’
coaches had a tough time figuring out

the Lady Mustang hustle and had to
cancel dinner plans. At the half it was
the Lady Mustangs just under the Lady
Bears 10-11.

After halftime the Lady Bears turned
on the fan and the Lady Mustangs
couldn’t catch a break. The fouls were
called a little lop sided as the Lady
Bears got many chances for a free line
shot, and this was the turning point
of the game. This combined with the
Lady Mustangs having net issues gave
the game to the Lady Bears as the final
score topped out at Lady Mustangs 14,
Lady Bears 24. Foul stats were Lady
Mustangs 21, Lady Bears 5. It looked
like the Lady Mustangs had a chance
late in the game, but foul trouble held
them in check. These two teams will
meet again on January 20" at home,
and I would speculate they will not
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Aubree Legg gets the steal and the break.

come in on Mustang pasture and stomp
it to mud. The Lady Mustangs will be
ready and waiting, and if the basketball
bounces right, it will be a game you
won’t want to miss. The Lady Mus-
tangs will be back in action the day af-
ter Christmas as they travel to Eastern
Greenbrier Middle School. Go Lady
Mustangs!

Kinley Ramsey works for two in the paint.

2025 Bob Stover Classic held last weekend

By Allen Hamrick

The 2025 Bob Stover Classic was held
this past Saturday, and it was quite a rum-
ble. Teams from all around the area came
to compete, and some of the finest wrestlers

Eddie Metheney works the mats.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just

a generator.

It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty

with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call844-901-2301

to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.
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in the state were featured. Wrestling can be
said to be neither pain nor pleasure but seri-
ous business that is to be entered into with
courage and in a spirit of self-sacrifice. Your
CCHS Panthers did just that - they came in,

took care of business and did a good job.
Blake Coleman was named most outstand-
ing wrestler as he went 6-0 on the day. The
results were not posted as of this writing but
will be posted next issue or when they come

T

Sam Cleavenger clinches the cowboy.
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Like us on

Facebook

West Virginia Lifeline

Lifeline Standard
Free Unlimited Text & 3k Minutes

Free 4.5 GBs Data @3G+ Speed
EVERY MONTH!

Service
by IM Telecom

Free Lifeline Wireless

Lifeline Tribal
Free Unlimited Text & 3k Minutes
Free 6 GBs Data @3G+ Speed

EVERY MONTH!

You may qualify if you
particpate in programs such as
Food Stamps or Medicaid

%

your gutters
this season

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-295-2840

EXPIRES: 11/30/2025

LeafFilter:

Stop cleaning-out =

Read your
newspaper online

*

claycountyfreepress.com

out. The next challenge will be the Chap-
manville Regional High School event on
December 239 at Chapmanville. So, if you
get the chance, come out and support the
team in their bid for a championship.

Visit

Leafd®Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF +10%

Discount For
Seniors + Military

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-844-295-2840

Promo: 285

and receive
much more!

State & National News

14 additional

newspapers
in WV & VA

Over 40 editors,
reporters & writers




