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WYV Legislative Photography by Perry Bennett.

This Week In The House Of Delegates

For the week ending Feb. 13, 2026

Members of the House of Delegates
finished the week by voting to leverage
a tax credit that would bring in private
investment for small West Virginia busi-
nesses, and the bill is in line to be the first
completed legislation of the session.

Delegates Passed Senate Bill 1, the
West Virginia First Small Business
Growth Act, Feb. 13 after having amend-
ed most of the provisions of its counter-
part, House Bill 4003, into the measure
the previous day. The bill would offer a
limited tax credit against the West Vir-
ginia Insurance Premium Tax to financial
institutions that invest in state-certified
growth funds. Only businesses principal-
ly operating in West Virginia with fewer
than 250 employees at the time of their
application with at least 60% of their
workforce in the state would be eligible
to receive the funds, with the West Vir-
ginia Department of Commerce oversee-
ing the program.

“As someone who grew up in a fam-
ily that owned their own small business
that paid for my education and every-
thing else I needed, this is a bill that I just
take a lot of personal pride in,” said Ju-
diciary Committee Chairman J.B. Akers,
R-Kanawha, the lead sponsor of House
Bill 4003, in presenting the West Virginia
First Small Business Growth Act on the
floor before the vote. “This bill is focused
on existing West Virginia businesses.
This is a promise that we have made that
we’re going to start focusing as much of
our attention as possible on existing West
Virginia businesses, and this bill provides
them with the capitalization they need to
grow.”

Akers said it would mirror a federal
program already successfully operating
in 18 other states, including Ohio, Ken-
tucky and Pennsylvania.

“We’ve got private investors providing
private capital to private companies,” he
said. “The government is not involved
in this other than ... as a safeguard and
guardrails.”

House Majority Whip Marty Gear-
heart, R-Mercer, who also serves as
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Rev-
enue, spoke about the bill ahead of the

vote as well.

“I don’t mind telling you that high fi-
nance is not necessarily my specialty, and
when I looked at this bill it made my eyes
spin just a little bit because there’s a lot
of detail here and there, but the reality is
the impetus of this bill is pretty simple,”
Gearheart said. “It makes a pool of capi-
tal available to West Virginia businesses
that currently cannot access that kind of
capital.

“Businesses that are successful that
have the opportunity to grow and become
even more successful and to expand what
we do here now can have access to the
dollars in order to do that by means of
this bill, and it really is that simple.”

Finance Committee Chairman Vernon
Criss, R-Wood, spoke before the vote
to explain how being in a border county
gives him the perspective that forms his
urgency for this initiative.

“We see a lot of this activity,” he said.
“I look around the room to Mason County
and Cabell County and Jackson County;
we see it all the time, we’re competing
for those people that live in our valley to
locate their businesses on one side of the
river or the other.

“Finally — finally — in the financial
structure of our state, we’re going to have
the opportunity to help small businesses.”

The bill passed by a vote of 87 to 3 and
returns to the Senate for its review. If the
Senate approves, the bill will be the first
completed legislation of the 2026 regular
session and will go to the governor for
action.

Also this week, the House unanimous-
ly approved: House Bill 4011, which
would allow expanded material recy-
cling; House Bill 4749, which was writ-
ten and presented to the Legislature by a
teenager who is in foster care, and would
expand the Foster Child Bill of Rights;
and House Bill 4089, which would re-
quire insurance coverage for scalp cool-
ing systems that preserve of hair during
chemotherapy treatment, also known as
Jessica Huffman’s Law.

The last day to introduce bills is Feb.
17, and 69 House bills have passed the
House. The 60-day, regular legislative
session ends at midnight March 14.

Senator Justice highlights West Virginia
wins in recent Appropriations Minibus

Clay County Commission to receive $4.6 million

Senator Jim Justice released a state-
ment highlighting huge West Virginia
wins following both Senate and House
passage of the appropriations minibus to
fund the federal government. Wins span
the Department of Defense; Financial
Services and General Government; La-
bor, Health and Human Services, Educa-
tion, and related Agencies; Transporta-
tion, Housing and Urban Development,
and related Agencies; and State, Foreign
Operations, and related Programs bills:

“Despite the dysfunction in Washing-
ton, we were able to secure some mas-
sive wins for West Virginia in this gov-
ernment funding go-around which is
great. On the other hand, this two-week

CR remedy for DHS funding puts vital
agencies like FEMA, TSA, CISA, and
Coast Guard at risk. At the end of the day,
we’ve done some really great things for
West Virginia, but shutting down DHS
so Democrats can have a media talking
point is completely unacceptable,” said
Senator Jim Justice.

The appropriations package includes
projects championed by Senator Justice
that strengthen West Virginia’s educa-
tion and research institutions, prepare the
workforce of the future, support health-
care systems, grow small businesses, im-
prove infrastructure, and enhance com-
munity well-being.

Locally, $4,600,000 was allocated to

SENATOR JUSTICE cont. on page 7

Clay County Commission meets and
approves new hires, reviews invoices

By Gary Lee Stuber

The Clay County Commission met
for its first regular February meeting on
Monday Feb. 9. This was only the third
meeting of the Clay County Commission
since December first. There was a state
mandated meeting on Jan. 2 to establish
a schedule for the year, but this was the
third meeting for regular county busi-

ness. The second meeting in December
was closed due to brutal snow fall and
single digit temperatures, and the sec-
ond meeting for January was closed for
the same reason. So, this regular meet-
ing was heavy on regular business that
needed resolved.

All three commissioners were pres-
ent, technically. But only Commissioner

CLAY COUNTY COMMISSION cont. on page 7
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Mason Hall drops three points.

CCHS and CCMS bring home the champions
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BOOKED
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BRAXTON COUNTY

s

Patrick Lee Butler II
Booked 2/10/26
Capias

Tyler William Fleming
Booked 2/15/26

BRAXTON COUNTY

Ksean Dominique Vaten
Booked 2/10/26
Conspiracy, attempted first
degree murder, use or pre-
sentation of a firearm during
commission of a felony,
wanton endangerment

CLAY COUNTY —

Timothy Allen Sears
Booked 2/15/26
Capias

Puzzle Answers

_ Puzzle Answers
__ Weekly SUDOKU —

Answer

Julius Dustin Wine
Booked 2/14/26
DUI with child endanger-
ment, DUI first offense,
defective equipment
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Nathin Joshua Garlitz
Booked 2/15/26
Obstructing an officer

NICHOLAS COUNTY

Tyler William Fleming
Booked 2/15/26
Fleeing from officer, fleeing
on foot, battery on officer,
reckless driving, grand lar-
ceny, breaking and entering

Marilee Clydena Mckenzie
Booked 2/9/26
DUI causing serious bodily
injury, DOP

Sheena Rochelle Rose
Booked 2/15/26
Obstructing an officer,
possession of controlled
substance, Capias

Ken Allen Roupe
Booked 2/14/26
Capias, Capias for felony

Fr
S -

Ryan Alexander Mullins
Booked 2/16/26
Domestic assault, destruc-
tion of property

James Ervin Pileggi
Booked 2/11/26
Capias

Joshua Adam Ricottilli
Booked 2/12/26
Disorderly conduct, assault
on officer

OBITUARIES

Inez Jarvis

Inez Loving Jarvis, 93,
of Harrison, WV, went
to be with the Lord on
Wednesday, February 4,
2026. She passed away
peacefully at the Hub-
bard Hospice House in
Charleston, WV.

Inez is survived by her

only son, Calvin Wayne
Young (Debbie), grand-
daughter April Dawn, and
great-grandchildren  Jer-
emy and Elizabeth as well
as eight nieces and two
nephews. From her mar-
riage to Thomas James
“Tom” Young, she is sur-
vived by 29 step-grand-
children.

Born on October 31,
1932, in Swandale, WV,
to the late Joseph Franklin
and Dessie Jane Salisbury
Loving, Inez was the last
surviving member of the
immediate family.

Inez was an avid quilter
and gardener for most of
her life. For several years,

she quilted professionally
for Cabin Creek. A faithful
churchgoer, she frequent-
ed People’s Community
Church and Groves Creek
Community Church, both
in Duck, WV.

A celebration of Inez’s
life will be held at Peo-
ple’s Community Church
on Saturday, February
14, 2026, at 1:00 p.m.
with receiving of family
and friends at noon. The
Reverend Freddie School-
craft, pastor of People’s
Community Church, will
conduct the service. Inter-
ment at the nearby Chap-
man Cemetery and dinner
at People’s Community

Church will follow the
service. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made
to People’s Community
Church or Groves Creek
Community Church. Wil-
son Smith Funeral Home
in Clay, WV, is handling
the arrangements for the
family.

The family extends spe-
cial appreciation to neigh-
bor and family friend Phil-
lip Bailey and caregivers
Carol Woods and Candace
Hamrick as well as to the
doctors and nurses of the
Charleston Area Medical
Center’s Cardiac Intensive
Care Unit and the Hub-
bard Hospice House.

Dottie Vaughan

Dottie Elizabeth
Vaughan, age 76, of
Grantsville, West Vir-
ginia, passed away on

February 10, 2026,
at Winchester Medical
Center, with her loving
family at her side.

Dottie was born to
the late Benjamin Clyde
Hicks and Lula Hicks. In
addition to her

parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her
sisters, Dorcas Hicks,
and Debra Isaac.

She is survived by her
devoted husband, Alan
Vaughan; her children,
Flint Moore of

Spencer, West Vir-
ginia, and Teddy Cruick-
shanks of Charleston,
West Virginia; her

stepson, Alan Vaughan
Jr. (Becka) of Martins-
burg, West Virginia; her
cherished

granddaughter, Julie
Moore of Elkins, West
Virginia; and her step-
granddaughter,

Ainsley Wykle. She is
also survived by her sib-

lings, Deane Drake, Bill
(Jane) Hicks,

Doris Methney, and
Barto Hicks, along with
several nieces and neph-
ews whom

she loved very much.

Dottie was a retired
equipment operator in
the construction indus-
try, a profession she

carried out with
strength and dedication.
She was also a waitress
at the Grantsville

Hotel & Restaurant
for many years, where
she was known for her
warm smile and

friendly spirit. Above
all, she loved her Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Her faith was

the foundation of her
life, and she joyfully
sang southern gospel

music for several

years, sharing her
love of the Lord through
song.

Dottie faithfully cared
for her family and home,
living out the words of
Scripture:

“She looketh well to
the ways of her house-
hold, and eateth not the
bread of idleness.

Her children arise up,
and call her blessed; her
husband also, and he
praiseth her.”

— Proverbs 31:27-28
(KJV)

At Dottie’s request,
there will be a private
gathering at a later time.

Please visit obituaries
and tribute wall at omps-
funeralhome.com.

Charles Ward

Charles R. Ward, age 81,
of Elkview, WYV, passed
away on Saturday, Febru-
ary 7, 2026, surrounded
by his family after a short
illness. He was especially
known for his love of fam-
ily and friends, his ex-
ceptional work ethic, and

wonderful sense of humor.
He was a Teamster Mem-
ber and owned a trucking
company for many years
with several trucks and
employees operating mul-
tiple US Postal Service
contracts originating from
Charleston.

Charlie was born on
November 4, 1944, in
Clay County WV to the
late Clarence E. Ward and
Victoria Dawson Ward of
Ivydale, WV. He lost the
love of his life and best
friend Bonnie Blanken-
ship Ward after 47 years
of marriage in 2012. Also
preceding him in death are
his sister Barbara Ward
Cummings and her hus-
band Fred of Charleston,
and his brother James A.
Ward of Ivydale, his neph-
ews Timothy “T.J.”” Jordan,
Jr and his great nephew

Zackary Cummings, both
of Charleston.

Surviving this wonder-
ful caring man are his two
sons, Charles E. “Chuck”
Ward of Elkview and
James A. “Tony” Ward
and wife Kimberly Elliott
Ward of Elkview. Also
surviving Charlie are his
beloved  granddaughter
Haley Mae Ward and his
cherished great grandson
Jaxton James Taylor, both
of Elkview. His only re-
maining sibling Myrna
Ward Jordan of Charles-
ton, his sister-in-law Bar-
bara Eagle Ward (Jim’s
wife), his sister-in-law
Iona Blankenship Legg of
Duck, WYV, brothers-in-law
Eddie Blankenship (Mary
Anna) of Atwater, Ohio,
and Alfred Blankenship
(Sue) of Frametown, WYV,
his special friend Bonnie

Summers along with many
nieces and nephews who
viewed Charlie as a bonus
Dad.

Graveside services will
be held on February 17,
2026, 1:00 PM, at the Ward
Cemetery in Ivydale, WV.
In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to your
favorite local charity in the
Clay or Charleston area.
We would like to extend
our gratitude to Wilson
Smith Funeral Home and
the SICU team at CAMC
Memorial for all they have
done for our family dur-
ing this extremely difficult
time.

Online condolences
may be sent to the family
at www.carlwilsonfuneral-
home.com

Wilson Smith Funeral
Home is honored to be
serving the Ward family.

Mavis Bryant

Mavis Jean Bryant, 90, of
Dixie, WV went home to be
with Jesus on February 11,
2026.

Mavis was born on No-
vember 14, 1935, to the
late Benjamin and Barbara
Salisbury in Enoch, WV. In
addition to her parents, she
was preceded in death by
her son Jeff Adkins, multiple
siblings, and her late ex-hus-
band and father of her chil-
dren William “Bud” Adkins.
She is survived by her chil-
dren Andy Adkins (Cindy),
Lester Adkins (Monica),

Teresa Osborne (Rick) and
Ronnie Adkins (Stephanie);
her Grandchildren, Amy
Young (Tim), Tonya Sum-
mers (Jeremy), Jimmy Gan-
ley, Kay Smith, Tyler Gan-
ley, Millie Osborne, Cora
Osborme, Austin  Adkins
(Kristin), Colton Adkins
(Shelby), Shealee Adkins,
and a host of great grand-
children, family and friends
whom she loved dearly.
Mavis will be remem-
bered for her warmth, gen-
erosity, strength, laughter
and faith. She dedicated
her life to her family, always
there with a warm embrace

and smile. Mavis had many
hobbies which she loved.
You could find her outside
working around the house,
in her garden, or sitting on
the front porch swing admir-
ing her flowers. She loved
to crochet, play the guitar,
sing in church, study the
Bible, drink her coffee with
a cookie in hand, and would
never pass up a good game
of rummy or a wood work-
ing project. Throughout
her entire life, she held an
unwavering faith in God,
which she shared with those
who surrounded her.

The family would like

to send a special thanks to
Montgomery Rehab and
Nursing Staff for taking ex-
cellent care of Mavis for the
past several years.

Funeral Service will be
held at Pennington Smith
Funeral Home, Gauley
Bridge, WV on Wednes-
day, February 18, 2026, at
1:00pm. Visitation will be
from 12:00-1:00pm. Burial
will follow at Sunset Cem-
etery, Bickmore, WV with
Pastor Tim Young officiat-
ing.
Online condolences may
be sent to the family at www.
carlwilsonfuneralhome.com
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Make My Heart
Like Yours

By Joe Mazzella

My daughter has a very gentle, loving heart. Now
she often hides it behind a tough, practical nature and
a snarky, sarcastic and sometimes naughty sense of hu-
mor that she gets in equal parts from her mother and
me. Sometimes, though, I can see that loving heart peek
through. I see it in the way she treats her two mentally
handicapped brothers. I see it when she patiently takes
the time to explain things to my oldest son in ways he
can understand it. I see it when she allows my youngest
son to lay on her shoulder while she plays him videos
on her phone. I can see it too in the concern she has for
all the handicapped, abused, and suffering people in this
world.

I can also see her heart’s love in the way she feeds the
birds and stray cats that come to her house. I can see it
in the way she rescues dogs and loves them like her own
children. I can remember one time especially when she
heard of a tiny Chihuahua mix being held at a local shel-
ter. She had me drive her there and she gently coaxed the
frightened dog out of its cage and walked it around out-
side until it felt safe. Then she held the dog in her arms
as I slowly pulled out of the parking lot. I glanced to my
side to see tears of joy flowing from my daughter’s eyes
while her new puppy happily licked them off her face.

One of the most powerful prayers you can say is:
“God, make my heart like Yours.” It is a prayer I say
every day. I do try my best to make my heart like God’s
but don’t always succeed. Still, I take comfort in know-
ing that my daughter’s heart is much closer to being like
God’s than mine. She tries to hide it sometimes in the
face of the harshness of this world but within her is a
gentleness and unconditional love that is beautiful to
see.

May we all pray to have a heart like God’s. May we
all try to live our lives with a Love like God’s. And may
we always share that Love with ourselves, others, and
all of God’s creatures.

Home Country

By Slim Randles

It was Doc’s idea, of course. That’s what made it sing.
That’s why it took off in gales of laughter and fun.

He knew we needed the money for the children in our
area who might be without warm clothes this winter, so
he brainstormed among himself and came up with the
golf tournament.

He went to Delbert McLain, who is our local chamber
of commerce. Delbert’s eyes lit up at the suggestion, but
then suddenly clouded over with doubt.

“But Doc,” Delbert said, “we don’t have a golf
course.”

“Leave that to me, Delbert me lad. Leave that entirely
to me.”

And so our medical leprechaun talked to two farm-
ers whose land adjoined each other, and after they quit
laughing, they agreed.

Doc rounded up Dud and Herb Collins and laid out
an 18-hole golf course in about an hour. They used steel
t-posts for flags (with bandanas tied to the top) and dug
a hole with a shovel. They put smaller flags at the tee-off
spots, and there you go! An 18-hole golf course that was
one hundred percent hazard.

No fairway, just hazard. Rocks and trees and Lewis
Creek and the occasional cactus and yucca. Doc figures
if you make it around all 18 holes without encountering
a poisonous snake, you should get bonus points.

“This course,” said Doc, “is so bad, everyone will
want to play, because everyone will have a terrific ex-
cuse for having a terrible game.”

The cattle were moved to safer locations before the
tournament began, and enough money was raised to
keep the kids warm this winter.

“Life,” said Doc, “should be ridiculous and fun. So
let’s do this again next fall.”

Brought to you by Saddle Up, A Cowboy Guide to
Writing by Slim Randles. On the internet and from Rio
Grande Publishing in Albuquerque.
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Valentine’s Day, Just Another Day
on the Calendar?

By Dr. James Snyder

The older I get, the more I have to forget, and believe
me, I don’t forget to forget. I can’t keep up with dates,
holidays, or even my birthday. I believe a day is a day,
and that should be the end of it.

As I was drinking my morning coffee, The Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage entered and said, “Do you
know what day Saturday is?”

I didn’t know what kind of question this was because
she always throws questions at me that confuse me, just
to see if I can get confused. Looking at her, I said very
seriously, “I believe that it will be Saturday.” Then I
looked at her and smiled.

“Oh, you silly boy. This Saturday is February 14. You
do know what day that is.”

I had to admit to her that I had no idea what she was
talking about. I thought about it and then said to her, “Is
it one of our granddaughter’s birthday?”” We always like
to celebrate these birthdays, and I had no idea which of
our granddaughters had a birthday this week.

“You sure don’t keep up with the times, do you?” She
said rather snickerly. Looking at me with one of her
serious looks, she said, “This Saturday is February 14
and that is Valentine’s Day. Remember what Valentine’s
Day is?”

I had to think for a moment, and then it came to me,
another holiday that I can’t keep up with.

“Don’t you remember we became engaged on Valen-
tine’s Day 55 years ago?”

Looking at her, I said, “No way it’s that long!”

I had to give this a lot of thought, and I began to re-
member that 55 years ago, on Valentine’s Day, we be-
came engaged. Then six months later, we got married.
My, oh my, how time flies when you’re getting old.

That sure was a long time ago, and it has gone by rath-
er quickly. I never thought I would live to be this old.
But here I am, celebrating 55 years of being engaged.

I remember meeting The Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage six months before our engagement. And then
six months later, we were married.

We were at Bible school together, where we met. One
Sunday, a bunch of us went to a church to sing. We did
that often during our school time. I lip-synched while
the others actually sang.

On our way home, The Gracious Mistress of the Par-
sonage and I were sitting towards the back of the van.
We were talking about this and that and everything.
Then she asked me a question, which I assume was rhe-
torical.

She said, “Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be married?”

Not knowing that it was not rhetorical, I smiled and
said, “Yes, it would be wonderful to be married some-
day.”

That was the end of that conversation. She was smil-

ing all the way back to the dorms.

The next day, as I was walking down the school hall-
way, everybody looked at me, smiled, and said, “Con-
gratulations.” I smiled back and thanked them. I thought
I had finally passed one of my tests, and they were con-
gratulating me. But everybody I passed congratulated
me.

Not knowing what was going on, I stopped one of
them and said, “What are you congratulating me for?”

“Oh, you know. You’re getting married.”

[ was getting what? [ had no idea where that was com-
ing from. But the rhetorical question was actually a real
question. I was the last one at school to find out I was
getting married.

At first, I thought it was some prank that people were
playing on me. I went along with it, not wanting to look
stupid.

I met with the former Gracious Mistress of the Par-
sonage and wanted to get things straightened out. I
didn’t want to take anything for granted; what I really
wanted to know, was this the truth?

We went to a little restaurant down the street, and as
we were sitting there, I looked at her and said, “Did you
hear the rumor that you and I are getting married?” I
then laughed quite hilariously.

She smiled and said very enthusiastically, “That’s not
a rumor it’s true. You and I are going to get married.”

Well, there wasn’t anything more I could do about
that.

55 years later, as I was thinking about Valentine’s
Day, I remembered that incident so many years ago.
Looking back over the years, I couldn’t help but think
what a wonderful time that has been.

Now that I’m old, I can say that Valentine’s Day 55
years ago was probably the best day of my life, and it
was all because of The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age.

I looked back at The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age and said, “Valentine’s Day is one of the best days of
the year. Don’t you agree?”

In pondering this I was reminded of what King Solo-
mon said, “Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest
all the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given
thee under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is
thy portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou tak-
est under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 9:9).

This August we will celebrate our 55" wedding
anniversary and I intend to follow King Solomon’s
advice to “Live joyfully with the wife.” Why change
when it’s working just fine so far?

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, web-
site www.jamessnyderministries.com.

What in the world is securitization?

By PSC Chair Charlotte Lane

The word “securitization” is one you’re going to be
hearing a lot more of if you pay attention to utility rates
in West Virginia.

The word involves a method to spread the cost of an
item over a period of time, rather than requiring the
buyer to pay the entire price up front.

Think of it as a home mortgage. You buy a house
for $100,000, but no one expects you to pay for that
all at once.

Instead, you allocate those payments to be made on a
monthly basis over a 20-year period. The monthly pay-
ment then is manageable. You don’t get instant sticker
shock.

The Legislature in 2023 passed a law to provide for
this sort of stretched-out, gradual payments in rate cas-
es through a system known as securitization.

The Public Service Commission, using that new law,
recently authorized a power company to come up with
a securitization plan in a case in which the company
was seeking a $250 million rate increase.

The PSC reduced the rate request in August but told
the company to come back to the PSC with a securi-
tization plan that the Commission could use to stretch
out the full impact of the rate increase over a number of
years. And, as a result, rates may decrease.

Generally, securitization is achieved by a com-
pany selling bonds to immediately recover its outlay.

Bath
Remodel

N/ .

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free

SPECIAL OFFER

FREE
Fixtures and

FREE
Shower Door

Installation.

CALL NOW
1.866.465.3017

Add terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Cannot be combined
with other offers. Expires 3/31/26.

The ratepayers then pay additional amounts on their
monthly bills to pay down and eventually dispose of
the bonds.

To enhance its own expertise in this area, the Com-
mission, in an order issued August 29, 2025 (Case No.
25-0310-E-PC), said it would hire an outside profes-
sional adviser to help it with this critical issue.

The amounts involved in this case are very large.
They could run to $2.5 billion. They cover a number of
issues for which the company is seeking recovery, such
as storm damage, environmental controls at plants, fuel
costs, and other important issues involved in keeping
electricity-production plants operational.

In its order, the Commission noted it received more
than 5,000 comments in one case and 200 in a separate
case in which the customers asked for rate relief.

We said in the order, “The Commission believes that
securitization will provide the rate relief the customers
seek.”

This is not going to be an easy process. There is no
magic silver bullet here.

The trade-off is a smaller power bill, but a bill that
will be stretched into the future to cover the life of the
bonds.

We are eager to learn what we can from the adviser
we will hire. We are equally interested in trying to hold
the line on what our ratepayers have to pay in their
monthly bills.

PSC Chair Charlotte Lane
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THIS WEEK IN

West Yirginia History

Feb. 11, 1903: Artist
Grace Martin Taylor was
born in Morgantown. She
produced an immense
body of work in vari-
ous styles and enjoyed a
lengthy career at the Ma-
son College of Music and
Fine Arts in Charleston.

Feb. 11, 1904: Clar-
ence Watson Meadows
was born in Beckley. His
mother hoped he would
become a Baptist minis-
ter, but he ultimately en-
tered politics, becoming
the 22nd governor of West
Virginia.

Feb. 11, 1911: The
Charles Town Opera
House opened. The 500-
seat theater ushered in an
era of entertainment and
service lasting more than
30 years.

Feb. 11, 1923: Eight
members of the Black
Hand were arrested in
Harrison County. The
Black Hand was the name
and symbol of an under-
world society of Italian

HOCUS-FOCUS

immigrants that extorted
money from other Italian
immigrants.

Feb. 11, 1935: The
first houses in the Tygart
Valley Homesteads were
ready for occupancy. One
of three resettlement proj-
ects in West Virginia, the
homesteads were intended
to provide a new start for
unemployed farmers, min-
ers and timber workers.

Feb. 11, 1949: Singer
and pianist Ethel Caffie-
Austin was born in Blue-
field, and raised in Mount
Hope. As “West Virginia’s
First Lady of Gospel,”
she performed around the
world, taught countless
students, earned the Van-
dalia Award and founded
the West Virginia Black
Sacred Music Festival.

Feb. 12, 1867: Barbo-
ursville was incorporated
by an act of the state leg-
islature. Originally the
county seat of Cabell
County, it lost that honor
after the C&O Railway
was completed to Hun-
tington.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

& Moderate 4 € Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Dewey Myers was born
in Tucker County with se-
vere disabilities. He never
attended school but edu-
cated himself through per-
sistent self-study. He was
named the state’s first poet
laureate in 1927.

Feb. 13, 1800: Gen.
John Jay Jackson Sr. was
born near Parkersburg. He
served in the Seminole
Wars as a member of Gen.
Andrew Jackson’s staff.
As a delegate to the state-
hood conventions, he at
times supported but ulti-
mately opposed the found-
ing of West Virginia.

Feb. 13, 1913. Labor
leader Mother Jones was
arrested in Charleston af-
ter supporting union min-
ers on Paint Creek and
Cabin Creek.

Feb. 13, 1923: Chuck
Yeager was born at Myra,
about seven miles from
Hamlin. In 1947, in a
Bell X-1 rocket airplane
dropped from a B-29
bomber, Yeager became
the first person to break
the sound barrier by flying
700 miles per hour.

Feb. 13, 1977: Foot-
ball wide receiver Randy
Moss was born in Rand,
Kanawha County. After
two All-American seasons
at Marshall University, he
went on to a hall of fame

career in the National
Football League.

Feb. 14, 1866: Grant
County was created and
named for Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant, who later became
the nation’s 18th presi-
dent.

Feb. 14, 1968: Former
Governor W. W. “Wally”
Barron (1961-65) and sev-
eral close associates were
indicted for public corrup-
tion. Barron was acquit-
ted, but all of his co-de-
fendants were convicted.
Barron later served prison
time for jury tampering in
the initial trial.

Feb. 15, 1898: Musi-
cian John Homer “Uncle
Homer” Walker was born
in Mercer County. Among
the last in a tradition of
Black Appalachian banjo
players, he played the
five-string banjo in the
clawhammer style.

Feb. 15, 1930: Sara
Jane Moore was born in
Charleston. On Sept. 22,
1975, Moore attempted to
assassinate President Ger-
ald Ford in San Francisco.

Feb. 15, 1975: Eliza-
beth Kee, the state’s first
female member of Con-
gress, died in Bluefield.
Kee was elected to Con-
gress in 1951 after the
death of her husband,
John. She retired in 1965

and was succeeded by her
son, James.
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Feb. 15, 2011: The
Lady Bobcats of Summers
County High School won
their 89th consecutive
game, setting a state bas-
ketball record for girls or
boys. They went on to win
105 straight.

Feb. 16, 1821: Mor-
ris Harvey was born near
Prosperity in  Raleigh
County. Harvey’s gifts to
the Barboursville Semi-
nary led to its name being
changed to Morris Harvey
College in 1901. The insti-
tution is now known as the
University of Charleston.

Feb. 16, 1917: The
legislature established
the West Virginia State
Colored Tuberculosis
Sanitarium for the care of
Black patients. It was built

at Denmar in Pocahontas
County.

Feb. 16, 1951: Second
Lieutenant Darwin Keith
Kyle of Boone County
died during an intense
exchange against Chinese
forces in Korea. He was
awarded the Medal of
Honor.

A
O :
Feb. 17, 1735: Morgan
Morgan of present-day
Berkeley County was
commissioned a captain
of militia in the 201* Field
Artillery, which is consid-
ered the oldest military
unit in the United States.
Feb. 17, 1930: Tun-
ney Hunsaker was born
in Kentucky and later be-
came Fayetteville’s long-
time chief of police. He
was also a boxer and, in
1960, lost to a young Mu-
hammad Ali (then known
as Cassius Clay) in Ali’s
first professional bout.

Super CrOSSWOId REPTILIAN EMPIRE

ACROSS 61 Computer 117 Riddle’s 11 Biden’s party: 49 Tariff 85 African
1 Soft drink menu option answer Abbr. 51 Sporty truck, capital on
giant 62 Revise, as a 123 Painter 12 Basketball in brief the Gulf of
9 Pappy manuscript Vincent coach Rupp 52 Daiquiri Guinea
12 “Botch- — 63 Yank’s home van — 13 Re-sol linkup base 86 Wyoming
(old hit song) 66 Try to be like 124 Fastening 14 Boiled, salted 55 “Cool” cash tribe
15 Masticate 69 A couple of feature of soybeans amount members
19 Oval wind 71 Mice, e.g. many a face 151040 pro 56 Very little, 87 Small swine
instruments 73 House divs. mask 16 Dance similar as of salt breeds
20 Took too far 74 Kinda 125 Ultimate tothetango 57 Tantrum 92 Several
22 Put concrete 77 And higher, consumers of 17 Unsaintly 58 Brian of 93 Plant-eating
on as in price products soul electronica sea mammal
23 Start of a 80 Perfect 126 With 18 Marshy 59 Give as a 95 Catches in a
riddle 81 Riddle, part 4 83-Down, habitats bonus share
25 Partially 85 Dalai — Italian veal 21 Holy artifact 63 Like wasted 97 “Planet
26 Heir, often 88 Contaminate dish 24 Trade show food Money” airer
27 Penta- plus 89 Big burden 127 Zine staffers 29 “So true!” 641Ina 98 Includes
one 90 Sports draw 128 Antis’ votes 31 Fertilizable theatrical 100 People
28 Spitting 91 Paper-folding 129 Occupied, cells manner lugging
beast craft as an inn 32 Chip go-with 65 Snoozing things
30 Everything 94 Part of BTW 33 Actress Bo 67 Shoe tip 101 Politician Mo,
31 Unusual or OTC DOWN 35 “The risks 68 Like Nin’s Mark or
34 “Our Gang” 96 “Allow me to 1 Female outweigh the writings Tom
novelist Roth assist” whales benefits” 70 “Mind Train” 102 Ship’s
37 Actress Peet 99 End of the 2 Eight, 36 Intense beam singer Yoko rigging
of “Trust Me” riddle in Peru 38 Some 72 Baseball 108 “If only —
39 Riddle, part 2 103 Allergy 3 “Misery” actor reunion-goers great known!”
44 Leonardo of sufferer's James 39 U.S. women’s Roush 110 — of March
“Titanic” device 4 Prado display soccer star 75 Old Pan Am 111 Taboo thing
45 Curvy letter 104 White swan 5102, to Nero at the Atlanta competitor 112 Litigated
46 Given a in “Swan 6 Walk- — Olympics 76 “Shy” singer 113 Poet Pound
permanent Lake” (small roles) 40 Living ink DiFranco 114 “— la vie!”
post 105 Audit org. 7 Plastering squirter 78 ETs’ craft 116 “Well well?”
47 Cereal grain 106 Spy’s device strip 41 Assistant 79 Fail to keep 118 Charged
48 Computer 107 With 8 Arthur of 42 Idaho’s one’s cool atom
menu option 112-Across, tennis capital 81 Return to 119 Animal
50 Prefix with “Hold on!” 9 Troy of “A 43 Person doing base after a park
chemistry 109 Sneak attack Summer penance fly ball 120 Rx
53 Curiosity’s 112 See Place” 44 One search- 82 — nous watchdog
planet 107-Across 10 Gardner or ing for water 83 See 121 Dude
54 Riddle, part 3 115 Akron’s DuVernay of with a 126-Across 122 Suffix of
60 Palatable state film divining rod 84 “Likewise” enzymes
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The peopie who think alike “DUNDON"

should vote alike.

RED ASH COAL
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thinks very much.

Where all think alike, no one

!
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December 1958

SPORTS

Widen Loses To Webster Springs

The Widen Buffaloes were de-
feated at home Tuesday, Decem-
ber 2, by the Webster Springs
Wildcats,” by the score of 46-79.
Out of the starting line-up of the
Buffaloes, three of the boys had
never played any high school ball.

The starting line-up was: David
Hamrick, David Wilson, Jerry
Hamrick, - Tommy Napier, and

Dave Shaffer. David Hamrick was
high-point man with 22 points:
David Wilson had 15; Dave Shaf-
fer. David Hamrick was high-point
man with 22 points; David Wilson
had 15; Dave Shaffer, 4; and Tom-
my Napier, 4; Jack Wilson, 1. The
Wildcats highest scoring men were
Douglas with 24 points and Marsh
with 22 points. The Buffaloes
played good ball and showed a
fine fighting spirit.

Score by quarters: )
Buffaloes 25 15 13 1346
Wildcats 11 21 3¢ 1179

Widen Loses To Blue Devils

Widen Buffaloes lost the see-
ond game of the year to the Sut-
ton Blue Devils by a score of 34
to 68. David Hamrick was high
scorer for the Buffaloes with 26
points. David Wilson was qext
with 8 points. Tolley was high
point man for the Blue Devils with
23 points and Jarvxs was next witf
13.

The grade school “boys played
the Sutton grade school in a pre-
liminary game, but lost with the
score 15 to 59. Tony Bego came
out with 7 points which was high
point for his team and Keener

came out with 9 points high for

Sutton’s team.

Veteran player Davxd Hamrick,
{averaging. 24 points a game) has
been ordered to drop basketball
for at least a month. He pulled a
ligament in his leg on December
2 In a game against Webstef
Springs and injured it more se-
verely on December 5 against Sut-
ton. He mmay be able to play after
January 9, 1959.

Score by quarters: Widen High
vs. Sutton High:
Widen 12 8 5

934
Sutton

13 29 23 23—88

Buffaloes Trampled by Bulldogs
Widen Buffaloes were beaten
by the Cowen Bulidogs Tuesday
night, December 9, 1958, at Cow-
en. At the end of the first guar-
ter, Widen had scored 2 points a-
gainst Cowen's 11. The game con-
tinued, with Widen never scoring
more than five points a period.
The game ende dwith the score
17-73. David Wilson was high
point man for Widen with 7 points.
‘George Barnette scored 14 points
to Iead Cowen’'s scoring,
Score by quarters:
Widen 2 5 5
Lowen

5—117
11 14 I8 3073

HONOR STUDENT SERVES TEA
The members of the National
Honor Society served coffee,
cookies, and cake to the parents
who visited their children at
school on November 12, 1958.
The members carried coffee and
cookies to each of the teachers at
school that day from the Home
Economics Bauilding, where thel
tea was served.
The Society is trying to make
this informal tea an annual event.
We, the members, and Miss
Bailes, ,the sponsor, wish to
thank Mr. Harry Baer, Mrs. Betty
‘Sizemore, Mrs. Leona Griffith,
Mrs. Joe La Corte, Mrs. Prussia
Gibson, Mrs. Dorothy Ellis, and
all the parents who attended, for
helping to make the tea a success.

Best Wnters For Nov

Mrs. Butcher:
Scotty Gill
Mary Propps
Joann Propps
Mrs. Ellioit:
Sandra Frame
Lovie Davis
Miss Ashley:
Julia Acree
Yvonne Hamilton
Miss Graham:
Marilyn Rapp
Michael Frame
Gary Douglas
Donna Gilll
Mrs. Bragg:
John Houghton
Benjamin Connor
Mr. Jackson:
Lynn Kay Mullins
Linda Baughman
Sharon Jo Manning
- Mr. Hathaway:
Tony Bego
Ronald Dodrill
Joyce Triplett

Siudent-of~the~M0nth

DAVID HAMRICK
and Mrs. S, Jerle Hamrick

of Mr.

of Widen, has been selected as

student of the month for ~the

month of December.

David is a senlor. He is a me'm-':

ber of National Honor: Society.

He has been president of his class;’

and has served four years in Stu-
dént Council one of which he was
president.

He is co-captain “of the basket-
ball team and a member of Athle-
tic Club.

Throughout school he has main-
tained an “A” average.

David likes to play liasketball

and to eat. He dislikes poor sports-
manship.

DRAMATIC CLUB SPONSORS

,DANCE. ‘FRIDAY, NOV. 21

~“The spothghters sponsored a
dance in the Legion Hall, on Fri-
day mght November 21, 1958.
Daneing was from: 7:30 until $:30
to the recordings of favonte dance
bands )

Sandwiches. cookies candy and
punch were sold by dramatics club
members.. The fourtéen ' dollars
made at the dance will-be used for
play material and make -up.

"Red Cross Contnbutlon

Grade Mrs. Elliott $2.28
Grade 12 Mrs. Griffith 1.70
Grade 5 Mr. Jackson 147
Grade 7 Mr. Stover 1.32
Grade 3 Miss Ashley 1.22
Grade 1 Mrs. Butcher 1.15
Grade 11 Mr. Leeson 97
Grade. 4 Mrs. Bragg 76
Grade 6 Mr. Hathaway .66
Grade 3 Miss Graham .38
Grade 8 Mrs. Hathaway 33
Grade ® Mr. Krise 21
Grade 10 Mr, Matheny A5

Total $12.57

Attendance Banner
Mr. Jackson's fifth .grade won
the Atendance Banner for the 3rd
month with a percentage of 98.98.
The eighth grade won for the
High School with a percentage of
98.21. -

Congratulations 5th and 8th

graders!
Percetage of Attendance

Mr. Jackson ..Grade 5....098.98
Miss Graham ..Grade 3....98.32
Mrs. Hathaway Grade 8....98.21
Mr. Hathaway Grade 6....97.60
Mis Ashley ..Grade 3....97.60
Mrs. Bragg ...Grade 4....95.53
Mrs. Griffith. Grade 12....97.27
Mrs. Butcher . .Grade 1....97.03
Mr. Leeson ...Grade 11....96.87
Mr. Krise ..Grade 9....98.05
Mr. Stover ....Grade 7 ar nn

Assembly Program

The seventh grade presented an
assembly in two parts on Novem-
ber 19, and December 3. It was a
variety type program including:
Sandra Williams, Diane Adkins,
James Conner, and Jean Dodrill
playing “Scherzo” on the clari-
nets; duet on piano, “Country
Gardens”, by Sandy Williams and
Brenda King; Casey Jones and T.
G. Griffith in a war story; Luther

Youpg, “Little Jimmy Dickens
from Braxton Street”, sang
“Courtin’ in the Rain’”, “Hole in

the Bottom of the Sea”, and “The
Wooden Indian;” Janice Triplett,
Sharon Baughman, Diane Adkins,
Caroll Hamrick, Joyce Dorsey, and
Sandy Williams sang “Dream,
Dream, Dream” and “We.are the
Widen Girls”; Dale Rogers sang
“Cannibal King” and “Three Fish-
ermen”; Jean Dodrill in g ballet
dance; Shirley McClain in a pan-
tomine of Elvis Presley’s “Hound
Dog” and “All Shook Up”; T. G.
Griffith told the story of the “Rah-
.mah-jah and his daughters.”

NEW CHEERLEADERS

Barbara Young sophomore, was
selected as a regular cheerleader
at a try-out in assembly on Nov-
ember 19. Linda Rapp, sophomore,
was selected as as substitute.

The girls performed before the
student body with a variation of
action-yells. They also worked in
the regular cheering squad on two
numbers.

They were selected by a facul-
ty committee, composed of Mr. A.
R. Matheny, Mr. Clyde Krise, and
Mrs. Leona Griffith.

Since that time Lora Lou Wil-
son a regular cheerleader has re-
signed from her position. That
leaves Dawne Backus as head
cheerleader. Linda Rapp will thus
become a regular cheerleader. The
other member is Karen Mick.

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.
Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-

45-day risk free trial.

327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR

MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-405-3412  www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation,

and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS

WANT TO FIRE YOUR BOSS IN
20267 For more information, go to
www. TrueFreedomAtLast.com or call
931-207-1301

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install
a new, custom bath or shower in as little
as one day. For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call
1-866-465-3017SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA'S NUMBER ONE AWNING! Instant
shade at the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty.
Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-888-
485-5756

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy three step process.
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to

schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam
or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee and life-
time transferrable warranty. Call today
1-844-295-2840 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation estimate.
Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Mil-
itary & Seniors get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for warranty and
offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable, social and
stress-free travel designed for mature
travelers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, baggage
handling, sightseeing, entrance fees,
a professional Tour Director and select
meals. For a limited time SAVE $250
on all tours. Call YMT today. 1-833-649-
1532

 WIDEN

.ELK RIVER COAL AND LUMBER COMPANY STORES

AT ALL

DILLE . SWANDALE . DUNDON

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

Press|

ASSOCIATION « SERVICES « FOUNDATION

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

« Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
«+ Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
« Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park
« Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

CALL US: 1-833-649-1532

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.
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CARS, TRUCKS, SUV'S & VANS

2019 Ford Escape- Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black

2019 Nissan Sentra-4Cyl, Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver

2018 Dodge Caravan-All Seats, White

2017 Chevy Silverado 1500-Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Red
2017 Ford Explorer-3" Row Seating, Many Options, Silver

2016 Dodge Journey-Auto, 2WD, A/C, Tilt, Cruise, Red

2016 Jeep Patriot-4cyl, Auto, 2WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue
2016 Nissan Rogue-4Cyl, 4X4, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, White

2016 Ford Edge-FWD, Auto, Tilt & Cruise, White

2015 Toyota Rav4- Auto,4WD, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Gray

2015 Chevy Cruze-Auto, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Red

2014 Chevy Malibu-Auto, Many Options Including A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Blue
2014 Chevy Cruze-Auto, Tilt, Power Doors/Locks, Red

2013 Ford Edge-V6, 4WD, Auto, A/C, Tilt Cruise & many other options, White
2013 Chrysler Town & Country Van-V6, Auto, All Seats, White
2012 Kia Soul-4Cyl, Auto, Very Clean, Black

2011 Subaru Forester-Auto, 4WD, A/C, Tilt & cruise, Gray

2008 Honda Odyssey Van-Auto, V6, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Silver
2008 Toyota Rav4-4X4, 4DR, Auto, White

2007 Chevy Silverado-2WD, Work Truck, Graystone

2007 Jeep Commander-V8, 4X4, Auto & 3™ Row Seating, Silver
2007 Jeep Grand Cherokee-V6, 4WD, Auto, Tilt & Cruise, White
2004 Chrysler Crossfire-Auto, 6Cyl, A/C, Tilt & Cruise, Black

304-286-4671
304-286-3802

STORE HOURS
M-F 6:00AM-6PM
SAT 7:00AM-6PM
SUN-CLOSED
$8,499.00 TIRE SHOP
:7’999-00 MON-SAT SAM-5PM
4,999.00 )
$18,999.00 SUN-CLOSED
$8,999.00 M-F 8:00AM-5:00 PM
$7,499.00 SAT-9:00 AM -2:00 PM
36,999.00 SUN-CLOSED
$5,499.00
$11,999.00
$4,999.00
$8,999.00
$3,999.00
$6,999.00
$5,999.00
$6,499.00
$4,999.00
$4,999.00
$3,999.00 WE HAVE STATE
$5,999.00 MINIMUM PRICES!
$3,999.00 304-286-4671
$3,999.00
$5,999.00

2017 Ford Explorer 2019 Ford Escape

2016 Dodge Journey 2007 Chevy Silverado

v

FMP BATTERIES!

GENERATOR
26R-$59.99
MARINE /MOBILE HOME
M24-930ST-$99.99
M27-7DC-$114.99
31TXXHD-$109.99
VEHICLE
35-$64.99
47-90-$59.99
48-91-$69.99
94R-$94.99
65HD-$89.99
75DTHD-$79.99
78DT-5AT-$64.99
LAWN
51R-$59.99
41R-300V$49.99
41L-340V-$49.99
4-WHEELER
LBX14B-BS$42.99

Y VY
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ALL PRICES REQUIRE A CORE!

FACTORYMOTORPARTS

Great 1n-store deals!

STABLE FUEL STABILIZER 16 0Z $12.99-10 OZ $7.99
DEICER-$4.99

SCRAPERS-$3.99

STIHL MIX GAL-$3.29-$4.29

STIHL MIX 2.5 GAL-$4.99-$5.49

FVP 1 GAL MIX-$1.89

BARS AND CHAINS-$19.99-$39.99
FILES-$3.99

BAR OIL-QTS-$6.99

BAR OIL GAL-$13.99
ANTIFREEZE-$10.99

-20F WASHER FLUID $4.99

JUMP BOX-$179.99

BATTERY TRICKLE CHARGER-$39.99

~ ~
L L

FACTORYMOTORPARTS

Call us for best prices on parts for your car!
Most parts are in stock or next day!

We have replacement parts available for your lawn mower

And chain saws!

Cunningham Motors Inc.

Intersection

of Rts. 4 &16
10560 Ivydale Road
Ivydale, WV 25113

email:
cmiwv@hotmail.com

304-286-4671
304-286-3802
Fax: 304-286-2100
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the Clay County Commission for 911 Center Reloca-
tion.

Other projects receiving funding include:

-$750,000 to Jobs & Hope West Virginia to support
wage reimbursements.

-$15,000,000 to Charleston Area Medical Center for
equipment for technical infrastructure upgrades and cy-
bersecurity technology.

-$5,460,000 to City of Ronceverte for Fred Workman
Bridge

-$966,000 to Region 4 Planning and Development
Council for Fruits of Labor Expansion

-$7,500,000 to Concord University for facilities and
equipment for construction of the Center for Rural
Healthcare Workforce Solutions.

-$310,000 to Grant County Courthouse for equipment
& for purchase of new ambulance.

-$345,000 to Jefferson County Commission for facili-
ties and equipment for the Jefferson County Health De-
partment relocation and expansion.

-$2,105,000 to Kanawha County Emergency Ambu-
lance Authority for equipment for purchase of new am-
bulances.

-$3,250,000 to Minnie Hamilton Health Care Cen-
ter, Inc. for facilities and equipment for renovation of
the Minnie Hamilton Hospital Emergency Department,
medical clinic, laboratory, dietary space, dental clinic,
and pharmacy.

-$8,100,000 to Mon Health Medical Center for equip-
ment for technical infrastructure upgrades and cyberse-
curity technology.

-$1,500,000 to Wirt County Health Services Asso-
ciation for facilities and equipment for construction of
Coplin Health Systems Parkersburg health clinic and
wellness center.

-$766,000 to West Virginia CASA Association, Inc.
for funding to implement a Continuum of Care model to
prevent and treat child abuse.

-$500,000 to National Youth Science Academy for the

purchase of equipment and technology.

-$1,105,000 to Applied Research Foundation of West
Virginia for campus security upgrades.

-$1,150,000 to Bethany College to support nursing
education, including the purchase of equipment.

-$1,650,000 to Fairmont State University for the pur-
chase of aviation equipment.

-$1,500,000 to Marshall University Research Corpo-
ration for the purchase of equipment and to develop cur-
riculum, including financial aid.

-$600,000 to Morgan County Partnership, Inc. for
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and Substance
Use (SU) Mitigation Project.

-$800,000 to Charleston Area Alliance for Small
Business Incubator Modernization.

-$500,000 to City of Fairmont for Fagade Improve-
ment Project.

-$690,000 to Advantage Valley Community Develop-
ment Corporation for FASTER WV Support for Entre-
preneurial Development.

-$500,000 to Hatfield-McCoy Convention & Visitors
Bureau for Growing Small Businesses in Man and Lo-
gan.

-$2,502,000 to Marshall University for Marshall Uni-
versity Aviation.

$750,000 to New River Gorge Regional Development
Authority for Public-Private Childcare Cohort Model in
Raleigh County.

-$750,000 to WV Hive Network, Inc. for Rise To-
gether: Building Businesses and Community Capacity
project.

-$500,000 to West Virginia Women Work for Strength-
ening Small Businesses in WV.

-$371,000 to West Virginia Department of Agriculture
for WV Grown Project Expansion Through Marketing
& Trainings.

-$25,000,000 to Yeager Airport (CRW) for Terminal
Modernization Project.

-$2,000,000 to West Virginia Department of High-

CLAY COUNTY COMMISSION

ways for Northern Parkway Improvements.

-$2,240,000 to West Virginia Department of High-
ways for Sutton Elk River Trail Improvements.

-$4,000,000 to West Virginia Department of High-
ways for Corridor H Parsons to Davis.

-$5,000,000 to West Virginia Department of High-
ways for WV Route 2 Improvements.

-$6,400,000 to West Virginia University Research
Corporation for Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) Guide-
way Rehabilitation Project.

-$3,250,000 to Monroe County Board of Education
for Peterstown School Athletic Facility.

-$1,000,000 to City of Parkersburg for Municipal
Parking Improvements.

-$1,000,000 to City of Fairmont for Watson Fire Sta-
tion Renovation.

-$2,059,000 to Town of Marlinton for Downtown
Trailhead.

-$503,000 to City of Elkins for Downtown Improve-
ments.

-$7,690,000 to Montgomery General Healthcare Sys-
tems, Inc. for Montgomery General Hospital Revitaliza-
tion.

-$500,000 to Appalachia Service Project for Home
Repair for Flooding Victims.

-$1,980,000 to West Virginia Statewide Independent
Living Council for the WV Freedom and Independence
Project.

-$250,000 to Craik-Patton, Inc. for Craik-Patton
House Site Accessibility Project.

-$7,000,000 to City of Charleston for Charleston Cap-
ital Sports Center.

-$750,000 to Capitol Market, Inc. for Capitol Market
Safety and Security.

-$1,103,000 to Facing Hunger Foodbank for Ware-
house Distribution Center Renovation.

-$3,200,000 to New River Gorge Regional Develop-
ment Authority for Meadow River Corridor Improve-
ments.

Continued from Page 1

David Schoolcraft was present physically. President
Joyce Johnson and Commissioner Duane Legg were
present by phone. The outside temperature that morn-
ing as the meeting began was eight degrees. Clay
County Schools were operating on a two-hour delay.
Ice was still treacherous on many secondary county
roads.

The first order of business was that the commission
had to vote to make Commissioner David Schoolcraft
President of the Commission, Pro Tem, just for the
day, so he could chair the event. They did so by vote,
two of them by phone.

The regular meeting always begins with the han-
dling of regular county business: Minutes from the
previous meeting; bills; purchase orders; budget revi-
sions; erroneous assessments by the Assessor; fidu-
ciary appoints as presented by the county clerk; ap-
pointment of administrators for estates, last wills and
testaments, appointments of executors and affidavits
and waivers of final settlements.

The commission then approved a slew of new hires.
For the 911 Ambulance Service they accepted the
employment of Joshua Hand as paramedic and Chris
Nienhaus. For the Sheriff’s Department they approved
Kaitlyn Preast as part-time tax deputy for $10 an hour

v Audien Hearing

The World’s First
Hearing Aids With
Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps. No prescriptions.

Call866-327-932

Revolutionary technology with touchscreen control.

to get your 45-day
risk free trial.

Hearing modes for any environment.
Multiple models to choose from.
Portable charging case.

48-hour battery life.

UV cleaning.

Background noise cancellation.
45-day risk free trial.

Proudly located in the U.S.A.

Free shipping direct to your door.

1.5 million+ happy customers.

Lifetime support.

Atom X

Like us on

Faceboo
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and Sara Blankenship as a full-time tax deputy at $12
an hour. They accepted the resignation of Laura Scott
effective Feb. 15 and allowed the promotion of Jeana
Rounsville to Chief Tax Deputy at $17 per hour effec-
tive Feb. 1, provided the Sheriff’s Department had the
internal funds to sponsor the promotion.

The county commission approved the new fees and
services schedule for the Clay County Health Depart-
ment, being that they are the final step in the approval
process.

Even though Terry Martin was not present at the
meeting, he had submitted invoices for the com-
mission to approve. The commission approved the
Big Otter Nebo Waterline Extension resolution; the
Grassy Fork Waterline Extension resolution; tabled
for a later date the Clay County Judicial Annex Reso-
lution because all of the final invoices had not been
submitted.

While the mid-term primary seems a long time yet
away, the commission resolved to appoint Emergency
Absentee Ballot Commissioners for the May 12, 2026
Primary Election and resolved to approve the number
of Election Officials designated for the Primary Elec-
tion. All eleven Clay County precincts will have three
Democratic election officials (one clerk and two com-

missioners); and two Republican election officials
(one clerk and one commissioner).

Commissioner Schoolcraft asked if anybody else
wanted to bring anything before the commission. One
lady sitting with her husband in the gallery wanted
to make a statement, and Commissioner Schoolcraft
asked her to come up to the front to address the com-
mission with a public statement since two of them
were on the phone.

She identified herself as Martha Nottingham and
said she was a Clay County probation secretary. As
she came up before the commission her right arm and
wrist were bandaged. “I was going to my office and
fell outside this courthouse and broke my wrist. And
I just want it on record that I am issuing a complaint
because you have been very negligent in not keep-
ing this parking lot free of snow and ice. Snow and
ice has not been removed for weeks,” she said. “You
have not kept it clean nor safe.” She expressed that
she had visited the ER and was filing a worker’s com-
pensation claim. “I know a couple of weeks ago there
was another fall by another staff member.”

The next Clay County Commission will be held on
Feb. 23 at 9 a.m. providing the worst of the winter
weather is over.

Man with Clay County ties earns
third doctoral degree

Rodney E. Graham, grandson of the late Samuel
Moore & Alma Moore, and son of the late Thomas
Graham & Della Graham, has received his third doc-
toral degree.

Rodney has just been awarded, on February 10th, his
Doctor of Ministry Degree in Theology & Music from
Newburgh Theological Seminary in Indiana. Rodney’s
Dissertation was based upon establishing a full church
music program, from small children to full adult
choirs, as well as a full Praise & Worship Band. It also
addressed issues such as acoustics and P.A. systems.

Rodney had previously earned both a Doctor of Phi-
losophy Degree in Martial Arts Studies, and a Doctor
of Science Degree in Martial Arts Studies. Rodney is
a former Champion Tenth Degree Karate Black Belt,
who has been inducted into the USA Martial Arts “Hall
of Fame.”

Rodney earned his Master’s Degree in Secondary
Education from Grand Canyon University in Phoenix,
AZ. He graduated with a 4.0 GPA and earned induc-
tion into the Alpha Chi National College Honor So-
ciety, representing the Top 10% of All U.S. College
Graduates.

Rodney has also earned Undergraduate Diplomas/
Degrees from the University of Notre Dame, the Uni-
versity of South Carolina, Charleston Southern Uni-
versity, and Trident Technical College. Additional
studies include Pensacola Christian College and Hill-
sdale College.

Rodney works with the Music Department at Walter-
boro Church of God, in SC. He has been a Professional-
Class Drummer for four decades, having recorded and
performed both Christian music and Broadway-type
productions on television and in theatres. He has also
been a returning cast member at Walt Disney World in
Orlando, FL.

Rodney is single and resides in Cottageville, SC.
He proudly acknowledges Jesus Christ as the absolute
Lord of his life!

Rodney Graham
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CHURCH DIRECTORY 7

A

ALTA CHURCH OF GOD
Sunday Night Services

6:00 PM

Wednesday 7:00 PM Everyone
is welcome! Pastor: Paul E.
Young

B

BELL CREEK
COMMUNITY BAPTIST
CHURCH

NO Scheduled Services

At This Time

BELL CREEK
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Dixie

Tuesday Night 6:00 PM
Thursday Night 6:00 PM
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
PM Pastor: Lee Holiday
(304) 632-1135

BETHEL BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah.
Preaching from K.J.V. Bible
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Morning 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 7:00 PM
Thursday Evening 7:00 PM

BETHEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH, Porter Creek Road,
Bomont, WV

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service

7:30 PM

Thursday Night Service

7:30 PM

Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Junior Davis

BICKMORE BAPTIST
CHURCH located at Bick-
more on Fola Road

Sunday School 9:45 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening services
7:00 PM

Pastor: Ralph D. Lane

BIG OTTER BAPTIST
CHURCH OF IVYDALE
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday prayer service and
Bible Study 6:30 PM Pastor:
Danny Richardson

BIG UNION BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service Ist,
3rd and 4th

Sundays Preaching 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer &
Bible Study 7:00 PM

2nd Sunday Communion
Service 6:00 PM

Pastor: Pete Shaffer

BLUE KNOB CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM Everyone
is Welcome!

BUFFALO VALLEY
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday
School 10:00 AM Worship
Service 11:00 AM Sunday
Evening Service

6:00 PM

Radio Broadcast, Sunday
Morning 9:00 AM. WCWV
Summersville

Everyone Welcome Pastor:
Doug Newell IV

BURKE MEMORIAL
METHODIST CHURCH in
Procious. Across Camp Creek
Bridge on the left. Preaching
Every Sunday

9:00 AM

Sunday School 10:00 AM Bible
Study every Wednesday 7:00
PM Pastor: Jerry Chandler

C

CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF
LIZEM ORE

Prayer Service and Bible Study,
Tuesday 7:00 PM Regular
Service Sunday Nights at 7:00
PM

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: Thurman Sizemore

CHURCH OF GOD
BENTREE

Sangamore Rd.,Bentree, WV
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening Service

7:00 PM

Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Come and worship the Lord
with us.

Everyone Welcome!

Pastor: Michael L. Holcomb, Sr.
CLAY COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service

7:00 PM

Wednesday Night Service 7:00
PM. Everyone welcome.

CLAY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship 11:00 AM.
Everyone is Welcome!
Pastor: Wilma Dobbins

CLENDENIN UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
10:00 AM — Sunday School
11:00 AM — Preaching

6:00 PM

Wednesday 7:30 PM

Pastor: Fred Walker

CLIO COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 7:00
PM

Wednesday Worship

7:00 PM

Everyone welcome.

Pastor: George Stickland

COLD SPRINGS GOSPEL
TABERNACLE, Upper Fall-
ing Rock, Clay County
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 AM

Sunday School 11:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service
7:30 PM

Tuesday Evenings 7:30 PM
Teachings from the King
James Bible

Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Darris Barker

CORNERSTONE
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
CHURCH, Rt. 3, Newton
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 7:00
PM

Wednesday Prayer Service/
Discovery Clubs 7:00 PM
Pastor: Roy Huffman

E

ELK RIVER BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Saturday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: Brace Cook

F

FAIRVIEW BAPTIST
TEMPLE

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday 7:00 PM
Pastor: Bret Wiley

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Dutch Ridge Laurel Road
Sunday Service 6:00 PM
Tuesday Service 6:00 PM
Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Brother B. J. Evans
Associate Pastor: Lee Roy
Anderson

FAITH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Bomont, WV

Sunday Service 10:00 AM
and 6:00 PM

Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Nick Bird

Phone 304-548-6665

FLAT FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

Wednesday Prayer & Bible
Study 6:00 PM

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:30 AM
Pastor: Chris Johnson

FOLA MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM

Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Adults Bible Study
& Kids for Christ 7:00 PM
Pastor: Daniel Tanner

G

GAULEY BRIDGE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00 AM

Junior BYF/Senior BYF
6:00 PM

Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 PM

Wednesday Bible Study
7:00 PM

Wednesday Kids/Children/
Youth 7:00 PM

GOSPEL LIGHT
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Located on Rt. 119 at the mouth
of Gabe. Everyone welcome.
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday night 6:00 PM
Wednesday night 6:00 PM
Pastor: Rev. David Smith
GROVES CREEK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday Service 10:00 AM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Friday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Dean Rogers

H

HALLBURG BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday Sunday 10:30 AM
Sunday Night Preaching 6:00
PM

Pastor: Michael Jackson

HARTLAND COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Wednesday Night Service
7:00 PM

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service

6:00 PM

Pastor: Jeremy Holcomb

HORNERS FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wednesday Evening 7:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Youth
7:00 PM

Pastor: Joe Dawson

HOUSE OF PRAYER
Hansford Fork Rd, Maysel,
WYV (off Rt. 36)
Pentecostal/Full Gospel
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday evening 7:00 PM
Pastor: (304) 587-2996
(home), (304) 587-2703
(church)

Pastor: James R. Paxton

IDA BAPTIST CHURCH
Bentree

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM
Wednesday BYF 7:00 PM.
All ages welcome. Also
have crafts, etc., all children
welcome.

Pastor: Larry Skaggs

INDORE BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Sunday Class 11:00-12:30
Preaching Lunch
12:30-1:30 PM
Wednesday Service
6:30-7:30 PM

Everyone welcome!

IVYDALE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00
Everyone Welcome!
304-395-9990

Pastor: Freddie Elliott

J

JODIE BAPTIST
CHURCH

Come Worship with Us!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Evening Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday (BYF) 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JOHNSON CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Vineyard Ridge

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
7:00 PM

Wednesday Night 7:00 PM

JUBILEE MOUNTAIN
CHURCH

103 Main Street, Clay, WV
25043

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - 12 noon
For more info call 304-587-
4779

Pastor: David Davis

L

LAUREL FORK
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH of Adonijah
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Youth Meeting 7:00 PM

LEATHERWOOD
FREEWILL BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 7:00 PM
Wednesday Services 7:00 PM

LIBERTY ADVENT
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night: Bible
Study/Prayer Meeting and
Youth Group 7:00 PM Pastor:
John Barnhouse

LICKFORK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:00 every
Sunday Morning

Sunday Night Services
7:00 PM

Wednesday 7:00 PM
Come worship with us!
Pastor: Herb Vance

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Mark Dudley
Phone 304-286-5909

LITTLE LAUREL
MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: David McLaughlin

LIVING GOD WORSHIP
CENTER

We invite you to come and
worship with us.

Thursday Evening 7:00 PM
Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Pastor: Cecil Lee

LIZEMORE CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
Sunday School 10-11:00 AM
Church Service 11-12 Noon
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Pastor: Robert Thomas

MAYSEL COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Monday Night Service

6:00 PM

Wednesday Night Prayer
Meeting/Bible Study 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

MAYSEL MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Worship Service 11:00 AM
Everyone Welcome
Pastor: Jim Hamrick

MIDDLE CREEK
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Pastor: John Osborne

MT. OLIVE
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Preaching 7:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting

Everyone welcome!

MUD FORK CHURCH
Sunday & Jr. Worship
Service 10:00 AM Sunday
School 11:00 AM Sunday
Night 6:00 PM Wednesday
Night & Jr.

Church Service 7:00 PM

Everyone Welcome!
Pastor: Christopher Stout

N

NEBO BAPTIST CHURCH

Preaching every Sunday
Morning at 10:00 AM

Sunday School 11:00 AM
Preaching, Prayer Meeting

Wednesday at 7:30 PM

NEW ANTIOCH
BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer

Meeting 7:00 PM

Please join us in Praise!
Pastor: Gary Walker

NEWTON UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching every Sunday
11:00 AM

Pastor: Kenneth Boggs

NEWTON BAPTIST
CHURCH

Adult Choir Practice Sun. 9 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM

Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meet-

ing & Bible Study 7:00PM
Pastor: Darius Walker
Pastor Emeritus: Ron
Fisher

NOAH’S ARK FULL
GOSPEL CHURCH
Thursday 7:00 PM
Sunday 7:00 PM

Pastor: R.J. Mullins, Sr.

o

O’BRION CHRISTIAN
CHURCH Sunday School
10:00 AM Preaching after
Sunday School. Wednesday
Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM
Pastor: Jason Belt

OVAPA METHODIST
CHURCH

Preaching every Sunday at
9:45 PM

Sunday School 10:30 AM
Sunday School on the 2nd
Sunday is at 10:00 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM

Phone 304-587-2955 Pastors:
Cindy & Roger Dunlap

OTTERLICK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night Service

6:00 PM

Bible Study Thursday

6:00 PM

Pastor: Gene Copen

P

PEOPLES COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Sunday Night Service 7:00 PM
Take time out for Jesus, he
took time our for you. Pastor:
Freddie Schoolcraft

PISGAH FREEWILL
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday
School 10:00 AM Sunday
Evening Bible Study &
preaching 6:00 PM Pastor:
Dennis Vance

PLEASANT DALE
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday
School 10:00 AM Preaching
Sunday 11:00 AM Wednesday
night Bible Study 7:00 PM
Saturday Night Preaching
Pastor: Wayne Litton

PLEASANT HILL
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday
School 10:00 AM Preaching
11:00 AM

Sunday Evening 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Everyone welcome.

Pastor: Wayne Smith

PROCIOUS COMMUNITY
CHURCH Welcomes You!
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:15 AM

Bible Study 2nd, 4th, 5th
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: David Walker

Q

QUEEN SHOALS F.G.C.
CHURCH

Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 7:00 PM
Thursday Night 7:00 PM
Everyone Welcome! Pastor:
Scott Means

R

RISEN LORD CATHOLIC
CHURCH at Maysel Sunday
Liturgy 8:30 AM fol- lowed
by Religious Education 9:30
AM

Wednesday Liturgy 6:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Father Matheus Ro
SVD

Pastoral Associates: Father
Dominijus Boak SVD

ROGERS FORK BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Saturday Prayer Meeting

7:00 PM

Sunday Worship 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Delbert McKenzie

RUSH FORK
COMMUNITY CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 2nd & 4th Sunday
11:00 AM

Every Ist and 3rd Sunday
Singing or Preaching

11:00 AM

Wednesday Prayer Service &
Bible Study 7:00 PM

Come see us in church.
Pastor: Harry Dobbins

S

STRANGE CREEK
CHURCH

Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:30 AM Sunday
School 11:00 AM Thursday
Service 7:00 PM Everyone
welcome!

T

THE AMERICAN CHAPEL
AT ELKHURST

Saturday Services 7:00 PM
Sunday School 10:00 AM

Pastor: Hiram Lewis

TRINITY MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH Sunday
School 10:00 AM Preaching
11:00 AM

Sunday Worship 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service
7:00 PM.

Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Clifford Samples

U

UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH OF LIZEMORES
Sunday Worship 11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Service 6:00 PM
Wednesday Service 7:00 PM
Everyone welcome Pastor:
Don Dobbins

UNITY GOSPEL
TABERNACLE

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Service
7:00 PM

Everyone welcome!

'

VALLEY RIDGE CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday Night
7:00 PM

Everyone is welcome to
attend.

W

WALLBACK METHODIST
CHURCH Preaching Ist, 3rd,
5th Sun- days 9:45 AM

Bible Study Wednesday Eve-
ning 7:00 PM

Everyone welcome.

Pastor: Rev. Stewart Cottrell

WALNUT GROVE
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH

Preaching 1st & 3rd Sundays
11:00 AM

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Pastor: (304) 332-5503 Pastor:
Jimmy Adkins

WALNUT MEMORIAL
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 10:00 AM Thursday
Evening Service 7:30 PM
Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Lester Tanner

WHITE PILGRIM
METHODIST CHURCH
Preaching Sunday 9:45 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM
Everyone welcome!

Pastor: Paul Coon

WHITESTAR
TABERNACLE CHURCH
Sunday School 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:30 PM
Wednesday Night 6:30 PM
Pastor: Rev. Mike Hall

WIDEN BAPTIST
CHURCH

Sunday School 10:00 AM
Preaching 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service
6:00 PM

Wednesday Night Service
6:00 PM

Everyone welcome!
Pastor: Randy Tinney

WINGS OF DELIVERANCE
APOSTOLIC
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH
Rt. 4, 1/4 miles below Maysel
on the left

Sunday Morning 10:00 AM
Sunday Night 6:00 PM
Wednesday Night 7:00 PM
Come worship the Lord with
us!

Phone: (304) 587-7410 Pastor:
Jerry Hanshaw
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Hale Mini Honeybells

The once a year citrus sensation!

Big Otter students compete
in Math Field Day

Call 1-844-308-4327 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU52
*Only $34.99 (reg. $44:99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA
TO:
Christopher David Lautzenheiser Magistrate Court Case No.:
13277 Clay Road Family Court Civil Action No.:
Newton, WV 25266 26-DV-1
DOB: 06/28/1986
ORDER OF PUBLICATION
(PROTECTIVE ORDER / HEARING DATE)
1. The object of this suit is to obtain protection from the Respondent.
2. The object of this publication by Class I legal advertisement is to
notify Respondent of the PROTECTIVE ORDER prohibiting the
above-named Respondent from having contact with certain
individuals. This Order may affect property and other rights of the
Respondent. Violating this Order may subject the Respondent to
criminal sanctions. The Respondent is strongly encouraged to
obtain a copy of this Protective Order and Petition from the Circuit
Clerk of the county listed above.
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:

It appearing by evidence duly taken in this action that you could not
be found in or that you have left the State of West Virginia, you are
hereby notified of the ORDER referenced above, a copy of the Petition
and Order may be obtained at the CLAY County, Circuit Clerk’s office.
This PROTECTIVE ORDER will remain in effect until 03/05/26.

A Final Hearing is scheduled for the S5th day of March, 2026, at 11:00

a.m., before the CLAY County Family Court.
(lptuoas Hovolawo ‘

Issued this 02/12/2026 12:25 PM

Cirenit Clerk

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,

WEST VIRGINIA
INRE: Civil Action No. 25-D-61 Big Otter Elementary Students recently competed
JThe Marriage of: . in the Clay County Math Field Day. Big Otter Ele- 5th Grade Oral
acob Young and Lyndsey Nottingham K R . .
ORDER OF PUBLICATION mentary won the traveling trophy! Congratulations all 2nd Place - Kash Kincaid
THE OBJECT OF THIS SUIT IS TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE. the winners, and good luck to Kathryn, Lanie, Tripp, 4th Place - Cheyenne Bays

THIS IS A PUBLICATION BY CLASS Il LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT. . . L
To the Above-Named Respondent: Kinsley, and Harper as they will be competing in the Emma Stephens

It appearing by affidavit filed in this action that Lyndsey Notting- Regional Math Fleld Day on March 2 It’S a great day Zoey Raynor - Altemate
ham is a non-resident of the State of West Virginia or has an unknown to be a Big Otter Brave!
address. It is hereby ordered that Lyndsey Nottingham serve upon Ja-
cob Young, Petitioner, whose address is 536 Reed Fork Rd., Procious,

WYV 25164, West Virginia, an Answer, including any related counter- 3rd Grade Oral 4th Grade Written
claim or defense you may have to the Petition For Divorce filed in 1st Place - AF 1st Place - Kathryn Hanshaw
this action on or before 3/19/26 at 11:30 a.m. If you fail to Answer .
the Petition for Divorce, a judgment may be taken against you for the 2nd Place - Terran Raynor 3rd Place - Lanie Goe
relief demanded in the Petition. Anna Sears Cameron Schoonover
A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Courtney Duffield - Alternate Owen Paxton - Alternate

Clerk’s Office.
Entered by the Clerk of Clay County Family Court.

LQ@MM&W 4th Grade Oral 5th Grade Written

Ist Place - Kathryn Hanshaw Ist Place - Tripp Sears
L EG AL 2nd Place - Lanie Goe 2nd Place - Kinsley Duffield

Owen Paxton 3rd Place - Harper Faulkner
IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, ) : 1.
WEST VIRGINIA Cameron Schoonover - Alternate Michael Gill - Alternate
IN RE: Civil Action No. 25-D-58
The Marriage of:
Timothy Gould and Jordan Gould

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

THE OBJECT OF THIS SUIT IS TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE.
THIS IS A PUBLICATION BY CLASS II LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT.
To the Above-Named Respondent: |

It appearing by affidavit filed in this action that Jordan Brooke
Gould is a non-resident of the State of West Virginia or has an un-
known address. It is hereby ordered that Jordan Brooke Gould serve
upon Timothy Gould, Petitioner, whose address is 4480 Swandle Rd.,
Clay, WV 25043, West Virginia, an Answer, including any related
counterclaim or defense you may have to the Petition For Divorce

filed in this action on or before 3/12/26 at 12:00 p.m. If you fail to With Print

Answer the Petition for Divorce, a judgment may be taken against you

for the relief demanded in the Petition. s

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned n .Ine
Clerk’s Office.

Entered by the Clerk of Clay County Family Court. An"[n‘ls‘“a!

LEGAL

Tariff Form No. 8
(RULE 23)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES WITH PROPOSED EFFECTIVE RATE

NOTICE is hereby given that Mountaineer Gas Company (Mountaineer), a public utility, has filed with
the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA, a tariff containing increased rates, tolls
and charges for furnishing natural gas service to approximately 218,000 customers in Barbour, Berkeley,
Boone, Braxton, Brooke, Cabell, Calhoun, Clay, Doddridge, Fayette, Gilmer, Grant, Greenbrier, Hancock,
Hardy, Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson, Kanawha, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Marion, Marshall, Mason, McDow-
ell, Mercer, Mineral, Mingo, Monongalia, Monroe, Morgan, Nicholas, Ohio, Pendleton, Preston, Putnam,
Raleigh, Randolph, Ritchie, Roane, Summers, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur, Wayne, Wetzel, Wirt, Wood, and
Wyoming Counties in West Virginia.
The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective Thursday, March 5, 2026, unless otherwise
ordered by the Public Service Commission, and will produce, on a total Company basis, $26,793,000 an-
nually in additional revenues, or an overall average increase in revenues of approximately 8.44%. The
$26,793,000 consists of an increase in base rates of $43,764,000 and a decrease in the Company’s Infra-
structure Replacement and Expansion Program (“IREP”) of $16,971,000. The average monthly bill for the
various classes of customers will be changed as follows:

(S) INCREASE (%) INCREASE
S LOCAL STORIES
Commercial $ 1423 % 4.09 ®

T b
" Ly
l}l Ty t——

Large Commercial $1,058.29 % 1.31
Industrial $ 378.26 % 1.69
Resale $ 125.36 % 1.31 Py
Other $ - % -

This increase incorporates the rate impact of the cumulative investment under the IREP that was placed into
service as of September 30, 2025. As a result, the Company proposes to reduce the IREP component of its Lo ‘ A L ‘ o N N E ‘ I I o N S
rates relating to that investment when the new base rates go into effect. [ ]

Resale customers of Mountaineer Gas Company include Canaan Valley Gas Company, Cardinal Natural
Gas Company, Hope Gas, Inc., Megan Oil and Gas Company, Inc., and City of Philippi.

The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Individual customers MOre Tha n JUSt Pa per an d I n k.

may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges . . .

are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission We don ’t J u St re po rt the neWS; we ||Ve |t

in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges will not become effective until authorized and

approved by the Public Service Commission. (If a hearing is scheduled, notice will be given of the time 1 1 1

N S alongside you. By sharing local stories told by

Anyone desiring to intervene and act as a party in the case should file on or before May 5, 2026, a Petition to .
Intervene complying with the Commission rules on intervention in the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 150 Ioca I peo p I e/ we C reate th e | OCa I conn eCt ons
C.S.R. 1, unless otherwise modified by Commission order. The Commission may establish a final deadline . .

for intervention. Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect your rights to protest any rate increases that tu rn a zi p COde | nto a ho me. When yo u

or to participate in future proceedings. Anyone desiring to protest should file a written protest as soon as

possible, although protests will be accepted by the Commission through the pendency of this proceeding. read Th e C I ay F ree P reSS, yo u aren ! t j u St St ayi N g

All protests or requests to intervene should briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests
to intervene must comply with the Commission’s rules on intervention. All interventions may be mailed H ! H HVY
and addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Informed you re keep I ng our commun Ity S
Box 812, Charleston West Virginia 25323 or may be hand-delivered. Protests may be filed online through .
the Commission website (Www.psc.state.wv.us) using the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed to hea rt beatl ng StrOn g .
the Executive
Secretary at the same address as above.

A complete copy of the Company’s tariff proposals and a representative of the Company to provide in-
formation concerning this tariff are available to all customers, prospective customers or their agents at the
following office of the Company:

WEST VIRGINIA

501 56th Street SE, Charleston, WV 25304 y 3
A copy of this tariff is also available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary of the % r e S S
Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25301.

\ ASS0OCIATION « SERVICES =« FOUNDATION
In print and online, your community’s stories live here.
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Mustangs defeat Lumberjacks in nail biter

By Allen Hamrick

The Mustangs locked horns with the Lumberjacks of
Richwood Middle this past week in their final game of
the regular season. Both teams came out looking like
they were ready to eat the biggest bone in the bowl,
but the Mustangs couldn’t hardly hold a full house on
a basket. Mason Hall kept the Mustangs alive in the
first period by dropping two three pointers on the table.
However, the Lumberjacks weren’t on crutches and
dropped 10 points on the board in the first period to
lead the game 10-6.

The teams traded blows standing toe to toe in the 2nd
period as Mustang defense turned up the heat and start-
ed burning the lumber off the Jacks. Gunner Dobbins
and Ryder McMillion started adding their two cents on
the board as Dobbins was ice on the cheat line dropping
seven of his nine points from the free line.

It was all tied up at 12 going into the lockers at the
half, and it looked like it was turning into a manicure
salon as fans were biting their nails. Both offenses
came out shooting for the Vegas odds in the second
half, nailing 12 more points on each side of the boards.
The game was tied up at the end of the 3rd at 24 all.

The fourth period would decide for each team wheth-
er they were going to be heroes or zeros at the end of
their season. They both came out swinging and gave
the fans their money’s worth; they traded shots like
MMA rivals. Dobbins went to work on the line again,
and with ice in his veins, he dropped four more shots
from the free line and added two more from the field.
Mason Hall added another three to his hand and called
with five threes in the game. Ryder McMillion had a
run of twos in the second half and ended up with 11
points on the night. In the end, it was a furious ending

to a great game with the Mustangs outlasting on the
nets. The final score was Mustangs 39 Lumberjacks
32. This game was retribution for the Mustangs as the
Lumberjacks beat the Mustangs back in the season 42-
33.

This was a good game to learn from, and now they
need to tweak the defense and get more players on the
boards. The Mustangs will get their chance Monday

Gunner Dobbins looking for 3 points.

night in tournament play against the Bears of Summers-
ville Middle at Summersville. A win will move them
toward the CWVAC Championship, or a loss ends their
season. Come on out, catch the game and support the
Mustangs as they go for the CWVAC championship.
The Lady Mustangs also begin their run to the CWVAC
Championship against South Harrison Monday evening
at home. Come out and support the Lady Mustangs.

2

Ryder McMillion driving for 2 points.

Mustang wrestlers Adkins and Caldwell are CWVAC Champions

By Allen Hamrick

Once again, the Clay Middle School mother hens have
hatched out a batch of champions. This time it was a wres-
tling team who punched their ticket to the top of the po-
dium. On Thursday evening at Spencer Middle School, the
season ended for the Mustang powerhouse at the CWVAC
wrestling tournament - basically the state championship
for middle school wrestlers of the region. The weather has
played a role in the sports games this winter, and because
of this the tournament was delayed until Thursday evening.

Gabrielle Belt 2nd place

All season the Mustangs have been harder to beat than a
four-legged man in a butt kicking contest, and this tourna-
ment would be no different. Seven teams from around
the region participated in the event, and as the tournament
progressed throughout the evening, the Mustang wrestlers
were carving notches in the mats. When it came to the fi-
nal rounds, Clay had three wrestling for 3rd and 4th places
and four wrestling for st place. It was a neck and neck
race to the mountain of gold.

Here’s how it played out — Christian Belt took 2nd

Christian Belt 2nd place

place, Gabrielle Belt took 2nd place, Peyton Rogers took
4th place, Kayden Neal took 3rd place, Palmer Adkins
took 1st place, Trenton Neal took 2nd place, Cameron
Douglas took 3rd place, Hinton Caldwell took 1st place,
and Josiah McQuillian took 5th place.

As far as the team ranking, Clay was 5th - not the champs
this year but there is always next season. Congratulations
to the CCMS Mustangs for a great finish to a great year.
Only time will tell just how good this team will be next
season.

Trenton Neal 2nd place

Panthers place fourth at LKC Tournament

By Allen Hamrick

It was the LKC Championship Tournament at St
Mary’s High School this past week. The Panther
wrestling team placed 4th overall against some tough,
tough competition. However, coming out as LKC

Champion was Blake Coleman who is now a two-time
LKC Champion. Caiden Bryant and Owen McGloth-
lin both took second place. Cameren Nelson, Eddy
Metheney, and Landon Delwarte all took 3rd place.
Landon Delwarte also got his 100th win at this tourna-

ST. MARYS

BLUE DEVI,

d

(5 &P
Y

Caiden Bryant takes 2nd place. Photo CCHS Wrestling.

ment. Congratulations to Blake Coleman and the rest
of the team. Regional competition will be held this
weekend at Hoover and will determine who will be go-
ing to the state competition. Good Luck to the Panther
wrestling team!

ST. MARYS

BLUE DEVILS

sT. MARYS

LUE DEVIL;

Owen McGlothlin takes 2nd place. Photo CCHS Wrestling.



