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CCHS track shines at the AA 
state competition 

110-meter shuttle hurdle team L-R Justin Nida, Evan Bass, Daymian Stricker, and 
Tilyr Bird.

Sumukhi Vadrevu of Amma has com-
pleted a work-based learning experience 
at James Madison University.

A  Work-based Learning Experience 
(WBLE)  is a hands-on experience in an 
applied context that increases knowl-
edge and skills necessary for discipline-
focused career readiness. To qualify as a 
WBLE, the experience must:

-Increase field-related knowledge and 
skills identified at the beginning of the 
experience

-Be supervised by a professional in the 
field who provides oversight and guides 

the student’s experience
-Occur in a context beyond a class. 

This can include experiences in which 
a faculty member serves as the site su-
pervisor (for example, with research or 
teaching assistant work) or in a course 
that requires students to complete a se-
mester-long project for external partners 
or companies.

WBLEs may be paid or unpaid, for-
credit or not, and in-person or virtual. 
They may include internships, research, 
practicums, clinicals or student teaching.

Vadrevu is majoring in Finance - BBA.

Amma student recognized for 
completing work-based learning 

experience at JMU

Governor Patrick Morrisey celebrated 
the opening of the new Elk River Trail 
Visitors Center at the Dundon Trailhead 
in Clay County, along with a 4.3-mile 
expansion of the Elk River Trail and the 
site’s designation as an official Moun-
taineer Mile location.

“The Elk River Trail is a perfect ex-
ample of how West Virginia is turning 
our rich industrial heritage into a boom-
ing engine for outdoor recreation, tour-
ism, and public health,”  said Governor 
Morrisey. “By investing in our trails, we 
are supporting local small businesses, 
boosting economic development, and en-
couraging West Virginians to take steps 
toward a healthier lifestyle in the most 
beautiful surroundings imaginable.”

Located at 12 Buffalo Creek Road, the 
new visitors center was designed to re-
semble a historic train depot in recogni-
tion of the area’s railroad heritage near 
the former junction of the Buffalo Creek 
and Gauley Railroad and the Elk River 
Railroad. The facility includes trail infor-
mation, a superintendent’s office, a muse-
um featuring local railroad artifacts, and 
a gift shop stocked with West Virginia-
made products and West Virginia Grown 
food items.

The project also includes a newly 
completed 4.3-mile trail extension from 
Queen Shoals to Clendenin, made pos-
sible through a $1.5 million Abandoned 
Mine Lands Reclamation grant used by 
the state to purchase land from Elk River 

Railroad Inc. The expansion features a 
paved mile leading into Clendenin, along 
with benches and a gazebo overlooking 
the Elk River.

“The opening of the Elk River Trail 
Visitors Center marks a major milestone 
in our mission to enhance the visitor ex-
perience while honoring West Virginia’s 
rich industrial heritage,” said West Vir-
ginia State Parks Acting Chief of Parks 
Dillard Price. “By providing a central 
hub for trail information, local history 
and essential amenities, we are making 
it easier than ever for hikers, bikers and 
history enthusiasts to explore the beauty 
of the region.”

The Dundon Trailhead will also serve 
as an official Mountaineer Mile location 
as part of Governor Morrisey’s statewide 
wellness initiative encouraging West Vir-
ginians to walk at least one mile each 
day. The designated route provides an 
accessible and scenic option for residents 
and visitors of all ages.

To support the expansion, the West 
Virginia Division of Natural Resources 
has entered into an agreement with the 
Town of Clendenin for local operation, 
maintenance, and patrolling of the new 
trail section.

West Virginia’s state parks, forests, and 
rail trails attract more than seven million 
visitors annually. For more information 
about state park trails or to find a Moun-
taineer Mile location, visit WVstate-
parks.com.

Governor Morrisey celebrates 
Elk River Trail expansion and 

new trail visitors center in 
Clay County

Gov. Morrisey visits Clay County for the opening of the new Elk River Trail Visitors 
Center and Elk River Trail expansion on May 21.

By Amelia Ferrell Knisely for West 
Virginia Watch

Cuts could be coming to West Virgin-
ia’s childcare assistance and a voucher 
program that helps low-income families 
afford school clothes. 

Those programs - along with several 
children’s support services - are funded 
through Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families money, a federal block grant 
that the states administer.

On Monday, Gov. Patrick Morrisey an-
nounced that the state has a projected $40 
million deficit in its TANF funding. After 
TANF received an infusion of COVID-19 

relief funds, Morrisey explained that pro-
grams’ budgets ballooned and stayed that 
way after pandemic dollars expired. 

“The emergency spending levels cre-
ated a big structural deficit, and quite 
frankly, we had these silos operating 
within (the Department of) Human Ser-
vices that led to inadequate oversight of 
the TANF budget, so we’re obviously 
looking to fix that,” Morrisey said during 
a news conference at the state Capitol.

Deanna Palmer, executive director of 
the Lewis County Family Resource Net-
work, worried about the potential impact 
on services for vulnerable children and 

Morrisey signals potential cuts to 
WV’s childcare assistance, clothing 

voucher program due to debt 
‘I’m not going to support cutting 

childcare subsidies or clothing vouchers 
at all,’ said Del. Evan Worrell, R-Cabell

West Virginia has a projected $40 million deficit in Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families funding. The West Virginia Department of Health and Human Resources is 
located at One Davis Square in Charleston, West Virginia. (Photo by Leann Ray/West 
Virginia Watch)
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PSC Chair Charlotte Lane

Puzzle Answers

Nicholas county

Braxton County

CLAY County

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 964-4167 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt36

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 964-4167

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

GUARANTEED
Life Insurance
up to $30,000.00

Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Find out how affordable this coverage can be —
Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
Life55plus.info/WV

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE
 Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

Imagine what $30,000.00 could mean 
to your family after you’re gone — cash 
to help pay your funeral, medical bills 
or other fi nal expenses.
• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions

• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

Protection your loved ones deserve ...



6236-0625

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. 

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE
 Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. 

By PSC Chair Charlotte Lane
Safety is a top priority at the Public Service Com-

mission, and that includes helping West Virginians 
protect their homes from dangerous natural gas leaks. 

The Commission regulates in-state transmission of 
gas and hazardous liquids and gas distribution lines.

Our team of gas pipeline safety experts enforces 
federal and state pipeline safety regulations.

But you, too, can, and should, be aware of safety 
issues that involve these important sources of heating 
and cooling in your home.

Natural gas can be deadly if it escapes from pipes 
or appliances. Knowing the warning signs of a gas 
leak and how to respond can save your life.

Natural gas has a distinctive rotten-egg odor, which 
is added by your utility to make leaks easier to detect. 
If you smell this odor inside or near your home, take 
it seriously and act immediately.

But there are other things to look for that you might 
not be aware of.

There are also visual signs to watch for outdoors. 
Dead or discolored vegetation above buried gas lines, 
dust blowing from the ground, or bubbles forming in 
standing water may indicate a gas leak. 

Inside your home, a hissing or whistling sound near 
a gas appliance, or even an unexplained increase in 
your gas bill, can also signal a problem.

If you suspect a gas leak, leave your home im-
mediately. Do not use light switches, appliances, or 
electronics. Once you are safely outside, call 911 and 
your natural gas utility, and steer clear of the area un-

til emergency responders say it is safe to return.
Installing carbon monoxide detectors in your home 

adds another important layer of protection. While car-
bon monoxide is odorless, these detectors can alert 
you to dangerous conditions before symptoms appear.

Prevention is just as important as quick action. One 
simple but critical step is to call 811 before you dig 
anywhere on your property. 

This free service sends a utility locator to mark un-
derground lines so you can avoid damaging gas, elec-
tric, or other utility infrastructure.

At the Public Service Commission, we are commit-
ted to ensuring your natural gas service is safe, reli-
able, and responsibly managed by your utility. 

At home, you can help protect yourself and your 
family by staying alert, maintaining your appliances, 
and knowing what to do if something doesn’t seem 
right. A few moments of caution can make all the dif-
ference.

Detecting that leak

Sarah Renee Rogers
Booked 5/20/26

Trespass on property other 
than structure or convey-

ance, obstructing an officer

Molly May Smith
Booked 5/19/26

Trespassing, DOP

Marcus Ernest Taylor
Booked 5/23/26

Domestic battery

Staci Leann Wind
Booked 5/23/26

Murder

Shawn Michael Woodring
Booked 5/20/26

Capias

Patrick Lee Butler
Booked 5/20/26

Threats of terrorist acts

Derek Alan Martin
Booked 5/23/26

Possession of a controlled 
substance

William Joseph Posey
Booked 5/22/26

Possession with intent to 
deliver meth, DUI

Patrick William Morris
Booked 5/20/26

Prohibited person with fire-
arm, possession with intent

Nicholas county

Erica Sure Crites
Booked 5/20/26

Interfering with emergency 
communications

Lauren Ann Davis
Booked 5/22/26

Possession of controlled 
substance, prohibited person 

with firearm

Norma Jean Duncan
Booked 5/23/26

Driving revoked for DUI, 
possession of meth, posses-
sion of controlled substance

Howard Edgar Lane
Booked 5/21/26

Domestic assault, obstruct-
ing an officer

Jennifer Ellen Meadows
Booked 5/18/26

Capias

Kevin Wayne Phillips Jr.
Booked 5/24/26

Child neglect creating risk 
of serious injury of death (2 

counts)
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By Dr. James Snyder
Throughout my life, I have often heard people telling 

other people what they should be or do. I do not know 
where they get the right to say that about other people.

I first encountered this attitude with my mother. She 
would often say to me, “Son, you need to start acting 
your age.” At the time, I did not know what she really 
meant by that.

As far back as I can remember, I have never had any 
thespian ambitions. From the day I was born, I was al-
ways the real me. I never acted like something I was 
not. How could my mother look at me and tell me to 
start acting my age? If anyone should know how old I 
was, it would be her.

I had a hard time handling that until I went to school. 
At school, I did not know any other kids who were act-
ing their age. Maybe they did not have a mother like 
mine.

I lived with it but could never act my age. By the time 
I figured out my age and learned how to act it, I had 
another birthday, which pushed me beyond that aspira-
tion. When do you stop aging so that you can learn how 
to act your age?

When I left home, I got married, and The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage seemed to have the same 
kind of ideas as my mother.

Too often she would say, “Why don’t you just act 
your age?”

The first time she said that to me, I was quite stunned.
I don’t know how to do all of this acting. I can act like 

a fool, and I know how to do that quite well. But I don’t 
know how to act my age because I don’t know what my 
age is today. I do know that by the time I understand my 
age, I’ll have another birthday, and I’ll have to start the 
process all over again.

In all my years, I have never had any thespian train-
ing. I wouldn’t even know where to start with that sort 
of thing.

Once, when The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 
said, “Why don’t you just act your age?”

I responded, “If you can give me the script I’ll study 
it so that I can act my age.”

The look she gave me was well worth my comeback.
But it is true. If I’m going to act my age, I need to 

have the script, but where do I find that script?
I had one concern: what if she gave me a script and I 

had to follow it? So far, she hasn’t given me a script, so, 
fortunately, I will not have to act my age.

Recently, I was at the mall for some shopping. After 
getting my items, I got a cup of coffee and sat down 
in the middle of the mall. When it comes to shopping, 

I certainly don’t have the energy. So resting after the 
shopping is what I do.

As I sipped my coffee, I looked around and watched 
people come and go. And then that question of The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage seemed to pop into my 
head. I looked at the people and thought to myself, “Are 
they really acting their age?”

I watched everyone and asked myself that question 
about them. I could not find anyone that afternoon who 
really knew their age. If they did know, they certainly 
were not acting it. The older the person was, the less 
they acted their age.

What if I get up one morning and feel like I’m 25? 
Do I then need to act my age, which is 25? I’m sure that 
would not thrill The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age.

The next morning, I get up feeling like I’m 65. Do I 
then need to act my age of 65? I’m sure that would not 
thrill The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage. In fact, I 
don’t think it would thrill me either. I don’t know how 
to act like I’m limping 

Instead of acting my age, why can’t I live my age? 
The problem with both sides is that we cannot define 
age. Age is not a number, so they tell us. Embracing 
who I am feels more genuine than conforming to soci-
etal norms 

If I lined up 10 people who are 25, each would act 
differently from the others. They would all be different, 
so how can I act my age when I really don’t understand 
what my age is?

Fifteen years ago, on my 60th birthday, I made a res-
olution to myself that I would have no more birthdays. 
At 60, I was all I needed to be. I don’t need any more 
age to define myself. If I don’t know who or what I am 
at 60, I will never find out.

I’ve decided to never act my age because embrac-
ing my true self, regardless of societal norms, brings 
me more happiness and freedom than conforming ever 
could.

The great challenge of life for me is always to be true, 
and it’s not always easy. In reflecting on this, I was re-
minded of a verse of scripture.

“Lying lips are abomination to the Lord: but they that 
deal truly are his delight” (Proverbs 12:22).

Pondering this verse, I believe my main objective in 
life is to delight God and not yield to the demands of 
anybody else.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail  jamessnyder51@gmail.com, web-
site www.jamessnyderministries.com.

By Slim Randles
Ran into Doc down at The Mule Barn the other day, 

so naturally we had to rid the world of about a gallon 
of coffee and solve the world’s problems for an hour. It 
is the duty of all true Americans of our age, you know.

Doc said he’d been aching a little bit lately. Joints or 
something. He’d been out fixing the pasture fence where 
the mare had been pushing on it. The next morning it 
made him walk funny.

“I remember when my dad was my age,” he said. “I 
asked him how it felt to be this old. Well, he looked 
at me as though I were committing a crime by having 
brown hair, you know? And then he said, “To be this 
old? Well, I guess it beats the alternative.”

The truth is, the morning coffee drinkers of our area 
aren’t really old, not inside. We hurt a bit more the next 
day when we do things, that’s all. And having to walk 
funny for an hour or so is a small price to pay for our 
experience.

Being experienced sounds better.
“The other day,” Doc said, “I was down to the feed 

store, and the kid there took one look at me and carried 
those heavy sacks out to the truck for me. It was embar-
rassing, and she shouldn’t have done it.”

-------
Brought to you by Sun Dog Days, my novel about our 

wild horse catching days.

By Joe Mazzella
I had a powerful dream last night.   I was driving an 

old blue pick-up truck along a dusty, country road.  I had 
no idea where I was going or how I got there.  Suddenly 
I saw a short, stout man with black hair and thick glasses 
walking along the side of the road.  I stopped and offered 
him a ride.  He climbed in and we rode along in silence 
for awhile.   Then I realized something.   The pick-up I 
was driving was my Dad’s old one and the person riding 
beside me was my Dad who died over ten years ago.  I 
turned to say something to him but before I could he 
squeezed my hand, smiled, and said: “Keep up the good 
work, son.”

I woke up with a start.   My heart was aching. I 
stumbled into the bathroom and wiped the tears from 
my eyes.   I wondered why my Dad would visit me in 
a dream and tell me what he did.   I remembered how 
recently I’d gotten into a bad habit of criticizing myself 
whenever I missed an opportunity to do something good 
or to help another person.  I had been condemning my-
self a lot and perhaps my Dad needed to give me a gentle 
reminder that I was a good person who was doing his 
best to love God, himself, and everyone else.

There is an old blessing that goes, “My child, may 
you live all the days of your life.”  I have learned over 
the years that to truly live means to truly love.  To live 
means to be kind, to do good, to help others, to have 
peace, to share happiness, and to scatter joy.   To live 
means to help Our Heavenly Father to make this world 
a better place with all the talent, time, brains, and heart 
that we have.  We may not always succeed in doing so, 
but each day is a new chance to try again.

I am so grateful to Dad for giving me that gentle 
reminder.   I am so grateful to God for giving me new 
chances every day to live my life and share my love.  
May you keep up your own good work too.  May you 
live each day with a love so bright that Heaven smiles 
down upon you.

A Gentle 
Reminder

What If I Don’t Want To Act My Age

United Hospital Center School of Radiologic Tech-
nology recently held a Commencement and Reception 
for the 2026 graduates. Diplomas were presented to 
13 students by Program Director, Micah Ford; Clinical 
Coordinator, Jane Bray; and Clinical Preceptors, Lisa 
Knight and Abby Kovalck at 5 p.m., on Saturday, May 
16, at the Bridgeport High School Auditorium.

Lois Auvil, radiographer at United Hospital Center, 
served as guest speaker for the Radiologic Technology 
commencement, while Addison Cunningham delivered 
the class address. Special presentations included Radi-
ography Clinical Excellence Award presented to gradu-
ate Hope Auger; Radiography Academic Excellence 
Award presented to graduates Isabella Mayle & Lauren 
D’Angelo; and the Laurie D’Anselmi Technologist of 
the Year award presented to technologist Brooklynn 
Teeple.

Graduates of the School of Radiologic Technology in-
clude Hope Auger, daughter of Tammy Marlin of Cum-
berland, MD; Jeremy Bonner, son of Carolyn Bonner 
of Elkins and the late Paul Bonner and husband of Brit-
tany Bonner of Elkins; Addie Cunningham, daughter of 
Jonathan and Kristin Cunningham of Idamay; Lauren 
D’Angelo, daughter of Jacob and Allison D’Angelo of 
Elkins; Aliyah Elder, daughter of Chris and Whitney El-
der of Lumberport; Trinity Eldridge, granddaughter of 

Joe and Scarlett Bishop of Bridgeport and daughter of 
Tara Eldridge of Jane Lew; Emma Elliott, daughter of 
Marc and Kristy Elliott of Clarksburg; Macey Franklin, 
daughter of Chris and Ginger Franklin of Jane Lew; Isa-
bella Mayle, daughter of Israel and Heather Mayle of 
Philippi; Zachary McGary, son of Brandy McGary of 
Clarksburg and grandson of Melissa Pierce of Spelter; 
Kaleigh Ryan, daughter of Patrick and Kristi Ryan of 
Clarksburg; Olivia Vandevender, daughter of David and 
Angela Vandevender of Durbin, WV; Alexis Williams, 
daughter of Scott and Missy Williams of Shinnston.

Elder, Elliott, and Mayle will attend the UHC Diag-
nostic Medical Sonography Program; Cunningham and 
D’Angelo will attend the WVUH Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography Program; Eldridge will attend the WVUH 
Radiation Therapy Program, Franklin will attend the 
WVUH Magnetic Resonance Imaging Program; Au-
ger, Ryan, Vandevender, and Williams have accepted 
employment as staff radiographers at United Hospital 
Center; Bonner has accepted employment as a staff ra-
diographer at St. Joseph’s Hospital and United Hospital 
Center and plans to further his education to become an 
interventional Radiology Physician Assistant; McGary 
has accepted employment as a staff radiographer at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital and plans to further his education to 
become a radiation therapist.

UHC School of Radiologic 
Technology Graduation

Front Row from left: Isabella Mayle, Alexis Williams, Trinity Eldridge, Olivia Vandevender, Lauren D’Angelo, Aliyah 
Elder. Back Row from left: Macey Franklin, Addie Cunningham, Zachary McGary, Jeremy Bonner, Emma Elliott, 
Kaleigh Ryan, Hope Auger.
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May 27, 1912: Golf 
legend Sam Snead was 
born at Ashwood, Vir-
ginia. When The Green-
brier reopened as a resort 
after World War II, Snead 
returned as the golf pro. 
Snead is tied with Tiger 
Woods for most career 
wins on the PGA Tour: 82. 

May 27, 1922: Labor 
leader Bill Blizzard was 
acquitted of treason charg-
es following the 1921 
Battle of Blair Mountain. 
The trial was held in the 
Jefferson County Court-
house in Charles Town, 
where John Brown had 
been convicted of treason 
against Virginia in 1859.

May 28, 1863: Arthur 
Boreman was elected as 
the first governor of the 
new state of West Vir-
ginia.

May 28, 1920: Elmer 
Bird--“The Banjo Man 
from Turkey Creek”--was 
born in Putnam County. 
He was named best old-
time banjo player in the 
country four times in his 
60s.

May 28, 1938: Bas-
ketball player Jerry 

West was born on Cabin 
Creek, Kanawha County. 
West led East Bank High 
School to the state bas-
ketball championship in 
1956 and then rewrote the 
record books at West Vir-
ginia University and with 
the Los Angeles Lakers. 

May 28, 1998: The 
Robert C. Byrd Unit-
ed States Courthouse 
in downtown Charles-
ton was dedicated. The 
4 4 0 , 0 0 0 - s q u a r e - f o o t 
building incorporated 
Neoclassic, Egyptian and 
Art Deco designs.

May 29, 1778: Dick 
Pointer, an enslaved man, 
helped defend Fort Don-

nally near Lewisburg 
from an attack by Shaw-
nee Indians during the 
Revolutionary War.

May 29, 1949: Singer-
songwriter and labor ac-
tivist Elaine Purkey was 
born in West Hamlin, Lin-
coln County. She is best 
remembered for her labor 
anthem “One Day More.”

May 29, 1961: Alder-
son and Chloe Muncy 
of McDowell County 
received the first food 
stamps in the nation. He 
was an unemployed coal 
miner, and they were the 
parents of 15 children.

May 30, 1883: The 
Soldiers Aid Society of 

Wheeling dedicated the 
Soldiers and Sailors Mon-
ument to honor Civil War 
Union veterans. It now 
stands beside West Vir-
ginia Independence Hall 
in Wheeling.

May 30, 1914: Nurse 
Dolores Dowling was 
born in Ohio and gradu-
ated from Huntington’s 
St. Mary’s Hospital. Dur-
ing World War II, she was 
one of the first American 
nurses to land during the 
1943 Sicily invasion at 
Gela.

May 30, 1940: Smoke 
Hole Caverns in Grant 
County opened for tours. 
The cave is beautifully 
decorated with stalactites 
hanging in rows along the 
ceiling; the main room 
is called the “Room of a 
Million Stalactites.”

May 30, 1881: Fred-
erick Douglass gave a 
notable speech at Storer 
College in Harpers Ferry 
honoring John Brown, 
who had been executed 
for his abolitionist raid 
on the town’s armory in 
1859.

May 31, 1841: Roman 

Catholic Bishop John Jo-
seph Kain was born near 
Martinsburg. As bishop 
of the Diocese of Wheel-
ing, he worked to meet 
the needs of newly arrived 
immigrants who came to 
labor in West Virginia’s 
mines and factories.

May 31, 1946: Writer 
Meredith Sue Willis was 
born in Clarksburg and 
raised in Shinnston. Wil-
lis has authored books for 
children and on the sub-
ject of writing. Much of 
her adult fiction is set in 
West Virginia.

June 1, 1880: An 
86-round bare-knuckle 
prize fight for champion-
ship of the world was held 
in the Brooke County 
town of Colliers, between 

defending champion 
Joe Goss and challenger 
Paddy Ryan. Boxing was 
illegal in every state, and 
matches were often held 
in railroad villages to 
avoid big-city police.

June 1, 1935: Musician 
Hazel Dickens was born 
in Mercer County, the 
eighth of 11 children. She 
was a pioneering old-time 
and bluegrass musician, 
known for preserving the 
traditional vocal styles of 
West Virginia. 

June 1, 1858: The Art-
ists’ Excursion left Balti-
more on its way to Wheel-
ing. A Baltimore & Ohio 
executive planned the rail 
trip to promote tourism. 
About 50 passengers were 
on board, including artist 
and writer David Hunter 
Strother, who described 
the experience in an arti-
cle for Harpers magazine.

June 2, 1951: Cor-
nelius Charlton died of 
the wounds he received 
in battle during the Ko-
rean War. Charlton, a Ra-
leigh County native, was 
awarded the Medal of 
Honor posthumously.




