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The Clay County Farmers Market in-
vites residents and visitors to enjoy a 
free tomato sandwich and bottled water 
on Thursday, July 2, from 10 a.m. until 3 
p.m., or while supplies last, at the Court-
house Square in downtown Clay.

The event is being held to celebrate 
the successful return of the Clay County 
Farmers Market following a short hiatus. 
Since reopening, the market has expe-
rienced strong community support and 
participation from local farmers, bakers, 
crafters, and food producers.

Visitors will have the opportunity to 
shop a variety of locally grown produce, 
homemade baked goods, handcrafted 
items, and other products while enjoying 
a complimentary tomato sandwich and 
bottled water.

The market is also proud to accept 
West Virginia Department of Agriculture 
Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Pro-
gram produce vouchers, helping eligible 
seniors access fresh, locally grown fruits 

and vegetables.
This special event is sponsored by Clay 

Senior & Community Services. The Clay 
County Farmers Market is sponsored in 
part by Community Care and the Moun-
tain Transit Authority, whose support 
helps make the market and community 
programs possible.

Market organizers encourage every-
one to come out, support local vendors, 
and experience all that the Clay County 
Farmers Market has to offer.

Event Details:
● What: Free Tomato Sandwich & 

Bottled Water Day
● When: Thursday, July 2, 10:00 a.m. – 

3:00 p.m. (or while supplies last)
● Where: Courthouse Square, Clay, 

WV
● Cost: Free
For more information about the Clay 

County Farmers Market, follow local 
community announcements and market 
updates.

Clay County Farmers Market to host 
free tomato sandwich event on July 2

1776-2026: The continuing 
struggle for America’s soul

It’s not the politics, power or money…it’s the people.

By Gary Lee Stuber
The Clay County Landmarks Commis-

sion met in a public forum to get public 
interest and comments in the disposi-
tion of the old county courthouse in the 
County Commission chamber of the new 
courthouse on Tuesday, June 26, 2026 
at 6:00 pm. Four of the five Landmark 
Commissioners were in attendance. They 
were: Duane Legg, also a County Com-
missioner; Jerry Stover, also a part of the 
Clay Historic Society; Kristen Hanshaw, 
alsoaccompanied by her husband Clay 
County’s representative and WV Speaker 
of the House Roger Hanshaw; Jo Anne 
Exline, accompanied by her husband re-
tired printer and businessman Alan Ex-
line; while Misty Turner, final commis-
sioner was not present. 

At 6:00 pm before inviting public com-
ment, Commissioner Legg gave a public 
presentation with slides that not only 
gave a brief history of the historic build-
ing but gave a crash course in what the 
Landmark Commission has been up to, 
to map, document and assess the struc-
ture. He gave recommendations that the 
architect who had been contracted to 
make this assessment, presented to the 
board. These initial maps, surveys and 
assessments were  already bid, and have 
already been fully paid out, any cost go-
ing forward would have be bid out.  

Here is the proposed plan from the 
selectedarchitect The MillsGroup from 
Morgantown.

First, the building in structurally in 
better shape than expected.  To make the 
building compliant, the water system, 
plumbing and electrical systems would 
require major upgrades as expected. A 
doorway through one stone wall inside 
would be the only structure inside that 
would need to penetrate a solid stone 
wall. All other walls and floors are 
wooden and would be restored to the 
extent they could be. To use the second 
and third floor (above the first floor base-
ment) an outside elevator would need to 

be attached to the building (in the back) 
and a fire escape (somewhere close to, 
but not on the front.)  Proposed plans 
place it on the side opposite of the pres-
ent parking lot.  

Where possible any outside structures 
would be designed to reflect the original 
1900 courthouse design: construction, 
fire escape built in ornate wrought-iron 
and, elevator to look like the stone pres-
ently comprising the rest of the building.  

Where possible, lighting fixtures in-
side, any existing wooden structures and 
floors would be restored to their original 
look where possible. 

Here’s where the big differences come.  
The contractor suggested making the first 
floor a bed and breakfast.  They had al-
ready completed a restoration in another 
county and said it was bringing in income 
for that county.  The design included four 
AirBnB units on that floor. The basement 
has three open rooms that could be used 
for anything in the future, but the outside 
entrances on the sides could make them 
useful as a possible Clay County Wel-
come Center, tourist information stop, 
souvenir sales office or more.  There are 
two conference room style offices on that 
level as well.

The upper floor is where things get 
interesting.  The courtroom will be ex-
panded out to its biggest available size, 
with bathrooms and a kitchen like area (a 
warming area for catering) is on the side 
of the building that has the fire escape.  
The big open, almost ballroom like event 
hall could be used for just that. Huge in-
door events. Catered.  Reunions, conven-
tions, special Apple Festival events, even 
huge wedding parties. 

Between bed and breakfast rentals 
downstairs, and the rental of the great 
hall, that should be enough to cover 
monthly power, water, heating, insur-
ance, maintenance and the cost of a direc-
tor to maintain a schedule for all of that. 

Once this presentation was made, he 
opened the floor for public comments.  

Old courthouse

By Gary Lee Stuber
The Clay County Commission met 

for their second regular monthly session 
Monday June 22, 2026.  Two of the com-
missioners were present: David School-
craft and Duane Legg. Commissioner 
Joyce Johnson, also the president was ab-
sent due to illness.  The first act of the day 
was to elect a president, pro tem, so the 
meeting could continue.  Both commis-
sioners still make a quorum so they elect-
ed David Schoolcraft for the day. County 
Clerk Shelia Stone acted as recorder.

The largest part of the meeting was the 
usual county business, approving: min-
utes from the previous meeting, bills, 
purchase orders, budget revisions, erro-
neous assessments as presented by the 
Assessor, fiduciary appointments as pre-
sented by the County Clerk, including: 
appointments of administrators, adminis-
tratrix, last wills and testaments, and af-
fidavits and waivers of final settlements. 

They approved the WVCorp Renewal 
Proposal for 2026-2027 for the County 
just as they did for the Ambulance Ser-
vice at the first monthly meeting.

They approved the Assessors 10% of 
dog taxes collection in the amount of 
$113.20, and approved putting $50,000 
in a 7 month CD for the Ambulance Ser-
vice.

As far as personnel goes, the commis-
sion approved the request of Clarissa 
Hanshaw to hire Krissie Walton as a part-
time employee in the Circuit Clerk’s of-
fice. They approved the Ambulance Ser-
vice request to hire Michael Willis as a 
full time EMB-B. And they approved the 
BDA’s request to remove a list of board 
members, including Laura McGinnis, 
Terry Smith, Mike Moles, Maria Moles 
and Michael Shamblin. 

The commission reminded those pres-
ent that the doors of the courthouse would 
be open next Saturday and the courtyard 
would be open for the public for Inde-
pendence Day celebrations on June 27 
(A week prior to the actual holiday) and 
that bathrooms would be available until 
Fireworks later that night.  Vendors, mu-
sicians and more will line the streets and 
of course fireworks will be displayed af-

ter dark. 
The commission then opened the floor 

to others and this reporter asked a ques-
tion. What is the status of the old court-
house?

Commissioner Legg offered this re-
sponse: “Tomorrow there is a public 
meeting here for input from the residents 
of the county and what they would like 
to see done up there. It has been digitally 
mapped. It has been surveyed. It has been 
drawn out.  And we are now in the phase 
of deciding what to do with the building. 
If we want to redo the interior of it, or 
what.  That is where we are at. Hopefully 
we will soon start on the necessary things 
that need done to make it usable for Clay 
County. It is not a fast process.  It can be 
modified, but to make it useable for more 
than one floor it has to have an elevator 
and a fire escape. They have to be added 
to the outside of the building.”

I offered that the Clay County Histori-
cal Society was hoping to turn part of it 
into a museum and the commissioner 
gave me an unexpected response.  

“The historical society does not own 
that building,” Commissioner Legg said, 
“And this is the mindset that has be, and 
has toclick with everybody. That build-
ing has to sustain itself. Clay County 
citizens cannot be footing the bill to put 
in a museum, pay the power bill or what-
ever.  What ever goes in that building has 
to pay for power, has to pay for heating, 
for water – just like your home.”  He 
mused: “A museum would never gener-
ate enough income to pay for it. If you 
think about it, other than historical arti-
facts, what is going to generate enough 
interest to draw people from outside of 
West Virginia.” As citizens in the room 
sat quietly absorbing this, he was on a 
roll, so he continued: “Another instance 
is the Swinging Bridge down at Elkhurst. 
There are people who say ‘Oh it would 
be such a great tourist draw.’ I can’t say 
that I have ever said, ‘Hey. Let’s drive six 
hours to go look at a bridge.’ I understand 
it’s a unique bridge, I’ve driven across 
it.”  And it always comes down to cost. 
“I don’t know that the amount of money 
it would take to furbish and maintain that 

Clay County 
Commission Meeting 

June 22, 2026

Landmark Committee Decides Old 
Courthouse Fate in Public Forum Vote
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Puzzle Answers

The Clay County WIC office located at 
452 Main Street in Clay is open to serve the 
public every Monday and Wednesday from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Braxton County CLAY County

Nicholas county

The Clay County Golden Delicious Festival Com-
mittee is accepting nominations for the 2026 Golden 
Delicious Belle.  The nominee must be a resident of 
Clay County, who is at least 65 years in age.   Your 
nomination letter should tell why you think the person 
should be named the 2026 Belle and must include a 
non-returnable photo to use for printing.  All entries 
should include a contact person’s name, and phone 
number for the person providing the entry, as well as 

the name and phone number of the person nominat-
ed.   All entries must be received by Friday, July 24, 
2026.  Entries may be mailed to: CCGDF Apple Belle 
Nomination, Attn: Laura Scott, P. O. Box 752, Clay 
WV  25043, or can be dropped off at the Clay County 
Assessor’s Office at the courthouse.   Or email with 
a photo attachment to clayapplefestival@gmail.com.  
The festival Board of Directors will vote for a winner 
during the August 2026 board meeting.

2026 Clay County Golden 
Delicious Belle nominations open

The Annual Mollohan Family Reunion is just around 
the corner!  It will be held on July 11th beginning around 
11a.m. at the Big Otter Community Center,  3433 Big 
Otter Hwy., Ivydale, WV  25113.

The descendants of Nathan Curtis & Lillie Ger-
trude Boggs Mollohan and of Donnie Edward & Dona 
Kathrine Tanner Mollohan, as well as extended families 
and friends are welcome to attend.  It is a “Covered-Dish 

carry-in meal” and usually try to eat around noon.
Gifts are given for Oldest, Youngest,  and Travelled 

Farthest to attend.  Also have a gift drawing and have a 
variety of items to choose from.

Anyone who would like to donate items for the draw-
ing are welcome to do so, and we are looking forward 
to catching up with relatives both near and far!  See you 
there!

Mollohan Family Reunion

WE CAN HELP WITH

CRACKS 
BASEMENT?
IN THE 

FOUNDATION REPAIR

SUMP PUMP 

INSPECTIONSBASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

HOME 

CONCRETE LEVELING

CRAWL SPACE 
ENCAPSULATION

INSTALLATION

AFTERBEFORE AFTER

CALL 833-974-2676

EASY FINANCING 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE!

CLENDENIN, W.Va. – Governor Patrick Morrisey 
joined Mayor Kay Summers and the people of Clen-
denin on Saturday during Summerfest, where he an-
nounced a $450,000 Transportation Alternatives Pro-
gram grant for the Clendenin Main Street Streetscape 
project while joining the community in commemorat-
ing the 10th anniversary of the devastating June 2016 
flood.

“Ten years ago, this community faced one of the 
darkest chapters in its history, but the story of Clen-
denin did not end there,” said Governor Morrisey. “I 
was here during the flood recovery as Attorney Gen-
eral, and it’s been incredible to watch this community 
rebuild. The heart and determination of the people of 
Clendenin have transformed this downtown, and to-
day’s investment will help build on that momentum 
for years to come.”

The Transportation Alternatives Program grant for 
the Clendenin Main Street Streetscape project includes 
federal funding and a local match. The improvements 

will enhance downtown sidewalks, landscaping, deco-
rative lighting, and other pedestrian amenities, help-
ing improve safety while supporting local businesses, 
tourism, and continued revitalization.

Governor Morrisey reflected on his time in Clen-
denin after the 2016 flood while serving as West Vir-
ginia Attorney General, noting the remarkable prog-
ress the community has made over the past decade 
through determination, hard work, and local leader-
ship.

“When tragedy strikes, West Virginians come to-
gether, rebuild, and emerge stronger than before,” 
Governor Morrisey said. “Clendenin is a powerful ex-
ample of that spirit. It has been inspiring to watch this 
community rebuild, and I’m proud the State of West 
Virginia can help support its next chapter.”

Following his remarks, Governor Morrisey joined 
Mayor Summers in visiting local businesses, food 
vendors, and festival activities as Summerfest contin-
ued along Main Street.

Governor Morrisey Announces Clendenin 
Streetscape Project During Summerfest

Tyler Creston Sartin 
Booked 6/28/2026 

Domestic Assault, DOP

Charles Adam Stotts 
Booked 6/24/2026 

Capias (Family Court)

Michael Vincent Stover 
Booked 6/24/2026 

Probation Violation

Dalton Scott Strader  
Booked 6/22/2026 

Capias

Lindsey Nicole Sartin 
Booked 6/29/2026 

Fleeing, Conspiracy, Pos-
session of a Controlled Sub-
stance, Defective Equipment

Casey Sabrina Wilson 
Booked 6/24/2026 

Possession with Intent-1

Theodore Capwell 
Booked 6/24/2026, DUI 2nd 
Offense, Refusal to Submit 

to Tests, Obstruction of 
Officer, Open Container, No 

Insurance, Expired MVI, 
Defective Equipment

Joshua Ryan Nottingham 
Booked 6/25/2026 

Capias

Braxton County

Jeffery Ferrell Cayton 
Booked 6/29/2026 

Obstructing an Officer

Dustin Cruce 
Booked 6/27/2026 

Fraudulent Use of an Access 
Device

Kassandra Ann Cruz 
Booked 6/29/2026 

Obstructing an Officer, As-
sault of Officer w/o Weapon

Su Robert Dempsey 
Booked 6/29/2026 

Possession of a Controlled 
Substance, Fleeing on foot, 

Conspiracy

Eric Todd Nicholson 
Booked 6/26/2026 

Possession of Counterfeit or 
Unauthorized Device with 

the Intent to Defraud

Sean Patrick Oconner 
Booked 6/29/2026 

DUI, Possession of a Con-
trolled Substance

Nicholas county

Cameron Mitchell Holcomb 
Booked 6/28/2026 

Escape, Burglary, Grand 
Larceny

Timothy Aaron Legg  
Booked 6/22/2026 

Capias
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Obituary

Kermit Cardell 
“Mitch” “Grampy” Carr

 
Kermit was born on 

May 16, 1938, to Clyde 
and Ora Jane Carr, of 
Wallback, West Virginia. 
He was the sixth of seven 
siblings. He graduated 
from Clay County High 
School in May of 1956. 
Kermit married the love 
of his life, Caren Starch-
er, on May 30, 1958, and 
they made their home 
in Orrville, Ohio. They 
welcomed three children, 
Marci, Russ, and Rory. 

Kermit spent most of 
his life in the great out-
doors running around the 
wild mountains of West 
Virginia, as a boy, with 
his best friend, and cous-
in, Daris Carr. He worked 
for Ohio Carpenters until 
the family moved to Col-
orado, in 1970, where he 
was involved with many 
aspects of agriculture and 
farming. His heart was 
always in the shadows of 
the Appalachian Moun-
tains, and so he built a 
home in West Virginia 
upon retirement in 1999. 
However, the lure of fam-
ily brought him back to 
Colorado in 2014, where 
he settled in Brighton. 

Kermit was delighted 
standing by a lake, qui-
etly fishing, and enjoying 
peace, and later in life, 
he and Caren included 
many of the grandkids 
on their camping trips to 
the mountains. He was 
an excellent carpenter 

and gardener. He raced 
dirt track stock cars and 
rode motorcycles. Ker-
mit loved reading about, 
and watching, historical 
books and documenta-
ries. He was passionate 
about his religious beliefs 
and faith in our Lord. His 
views on our government 
were very clear, and he 
engaged family members 
into lively conversations 
at every opportunity. Ker-
mit was a proud member 
of the Masonic Lodge 
who cherished his years 
in this special brother-
hood. He did enjoy a 
well-made, ice-cold red 
beer while watching his 
beloved Pittsburg Steel-
ers or the Mountaineers!!

  Kermit is survived by 
his bride, Shelda Car-
en; children Marcella 
(Mark) Bultje, Russell 
(Tammy) Carr, and Rory 
(Daphne) Carr; along 
with a special sister-in-
law, Cathy Starcher. He 

is also survived by nine 
grandchildren, Kyle, 
Nicole, Marshall, Tan-
ner, Orry, Kevan, Deven, 
Reece, and Damien; and 
13 great-grandchildren, 
Tyce, Tenley, Harper, 
Axel, Giselle, Poppy, 
Shepard, Maya, Gregory, 
Elliot, Lukas, Daelan, and 
Kenlee.

 He is preceded in death 
by both parents; four sis-
ters, Virena, Mae, Fay, 
Waneta; two brothers, 
Andrew and Fletcher; 
and many beloved nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. 

Kermit will be celebrat-
ed in Colorado on August 
30, at Russ’s home, 222 
Beldock Court, in Brigh-
ton, 11am-3pm, and in 
West Virginia on October 
8, at the Little Laurel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 
Ivydale,11:00am. Intern-
ment at Moore Cemetery 
following service. Lunch 
served at the Lake Wall-
back Picnic Area.

Career and technical students won one of the na-
tion’s highest awards at the National Leadership & 
Skills Conference (NLSC), held June 1-5 in Atlanta. 
An all-time high of 7,000 students competed in the 
2026 SkillsUSA Championships at NLSC, which is 
the largest gathering of the future skilled workforce. 
A total of 1,224 gold, silver and bronze medals were 
presented to student winners in 115 hands-on career 
and leadership competitions across middle school, high 
school and college/postsecondary divisions. Many win-
ners also received industry prizes, tools of their trade or 
scholarships. The competitors also received a Skill Point 
Certificate, an indicator of career readiness. Students 
can add this certificate to their employment portfolio. 
 
* In West Virginia: Jaden Morris, from Bickmore 
and a student at Clay High School Vocational De-
partment (Clay), was awarded the high school 
bronze medal in Electrical Construction Wiring. 
 
* In West Virginia: Isabelle Conrad, from Birch River 
and a student at Nicholas County Career and Tech-
nical Center (Craigsville), was awarded the high 
school bronze medal in Early Childhood Education. 
 
To be invited to the SkillsUSA Championships, stu-
dents first had to win their state-level competition, dem-
onstrating their technical skills, workplace skills and 
personal skills. The national competition featured state 
champions vying for honors in competitions including 
robotics, automotive technology, drafting, criminal jus-
tice, aviation maintenance, public speaking and more. 
The next NLSC will be held June 21-25, 2027, in At-
lanta. Learn more about SkillsUSA, the No. 1 work-
force development organization for students, at www.
skillsusa.org.

Bickmore Student 
Honored at 

National Leadership 
& Skills Conference

HEALTH/MEDICAL
AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-
327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today!  1-844-592-5113

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT, 
RV AND MORE TO SUPPORT OUR 
VETERANS! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today

REPAIRING OR REPLACING APPLI-
ANCES AND HOME SYSTEMS LIKE 
HEATING AND COOLING CAN BE 
COSTLY. A home warranty plan can 
help. Start saving and get 30% off any 
plan today. Workmanship Guarantee in-
cluded. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home 
Services 1-855-968-0741

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) 

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUNDATION 
REPAIR AND BASEMENT WATER-
PROOFING EXPERTS. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or concrete slab we’ll 
guide you on the right path to a healthy 
home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free consultation. 
1-833-974-2676

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 

LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUTTERS. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-844-295-
2840 to schedule a FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided tours 
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, sight-
seeing, entrance fees, a professional 
Tour Director and select meals. For a 
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call 
YMT today. 1-833-649-1532

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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Charleston, W.Va. -  Standing before the Ameri-
ca250 Wheel at the State Capitol, Governor Patrick 
Morrisey today unveiled the full schedule for West 
Virginia’s America250 Capital City Celebration and 
highlighted the many events taking place across the 
Mountain State as West Virginians prepare to com-
memorate America’s 250th anniversary.

“America’s 250th anniversary belongs to every 
West Virginian,”  said Governor Morrisey. “Whether 
you’re spending the weekend at the Capitol Complex, 
attending a hometown parade, ringing bells at noon 
on Independence Day, or celebrating with neighbors 
in your own community, this is a once-in-a-genera-
tion opportunity to honor the ideals that have made 
America the greatest nation in the world.”

The four-day Capital City Celebration begins 
Thursday, July 2, and features free family entertain-
ment, live music, historical exhibits, artisan vendors, 
guided Capitol tours, the world’s tallest portable 
Ferris wheel, nightly “Liberty and Lights” projec-
tion shows, fireworks, and headline performances by 
ALABAMA, the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra, 
and The Marshall Tucker Band.

Governor Morrisey plans to attend multiple cel-
ebrations across all regions of the state.

The Governor also highlighted West Virginia’s 
statewide America250 initiatives, including more 
than 50 county mural projects celebrating America’s 
founding, the Statewide Bell-Ringing Initiative at 
noon on July 4, and community events taking place 
from the Northern Panhandle to the Southern Coal-

fields. The statewide mural trail will soon provide 
visitors another opportunity to experience America’s 
250th through the artwork created in communities 
across the Mountain State.

At the Capitol Complex, festivities begin Thursday 
at 5 p.m. with the opening of the America250 Wheel, 
Midway Eats & Treats, the Artisan Market, Adven-
ture Zone, History Hub, and guided Capitol tours. 
Throughout the weekend, visitors can enjoy live en-
tertainment, interactive history exhibits, family ac-
tivities, and nightly projection mapping on the State 
Capitol. Friday features ALABAMA in concert and a 
fireworks spectacular. Saturday includes the official 
America250 Ceremony honoring Gold Star Families, 
veterans, and active-duty service members, followed 
by a performance from the West Virginia Symphony 
Orchestra. The celebration concludes Sunday with 
additional family activities and a closing concert by 
The Marshall Tucker Band.

“We want families to create memories they’ll still 
be talking about decades from now, just as many 
Americans remember our nation’s Bicentennial cel-
ebration,”  Governor Morrisey said. “From Martins-
burg to Matewan and from Weirton to Welch, there 
is an America250 celebration nearby. I encourage ev-
eryone to get out, celebrate our history, support their 
local communities, and be part of this historic mile-
stone.”

A complete schedule of Capital City Celebration 
events, along with a statewide calendar of Ameri-
ca250 activities, is available at wv250.com.

Governor Morrisey Unveils Full America250 
Celebration Schedule, Highlights Events 

Across West Virginia
Governor encourages families to celebrate America’s 250th anniversary 

in Charleston and communities throughout all 55 counties

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-844-295-2840

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with 
other off ers. See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 
4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 
262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 
13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, 
VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285
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Puzzle Answers Page 2

July 8, 1894: Walter 
Aegerter was born in 
Helvetia. An amateur 
photographer, Aegerter 
built both a studio and a 
darkroom on his farm and 
photographed portraits, 
families, celebrations 
and everyday scenes of 
the German Swiss settle-
ment. The glass plate 
negatives survive today 
in several archived col-
lections.

July 8, 1924: Rock 
’n’ roll pioneer Johnnie 
Johnson was born in Fair-
mont.Johnson collaborat-
ed with Chuck Berry on 
songs such as “Roll Over, 
Beethoven.” Berry’s hit 
“Johnny B. Goode” was 
supposedly written as a 
tribute to Johnson.

July 8, 1961: Sutton 
Dam was dedicated by 

Governor Wally Barron. 
The Army Corps of En-
gineers operates the dam 
for purposes of flood 
control, low-flow aug-
mentation and recreation.

July 9, 1923: Singer 
Molly O’Day was born in 
Pike County, Kentucky. 
After becoming a child 
star on radio stations in 
Charleston, Williamson, 
and Bluefield, she helped 
pioneer solo female sing-
ing in country music. 
Later, she and her hus-
band, Lynn Davis, dedi-
cated their careers solely 
to sacred music.

July 9, 1942: An ex-
plosion at the Pursglove 
No. 2 Mine at Scotts Run 
near Morgantown killed 
20 men. It was one of 
three fatal accidents at 
the mining operation in 

an eight-month period.
July 9, 1989: Trea-

surer A. James Manchin 
resigned after being im-
peached. With a stock 
market downturn in 1987, 
Manchin bore much of 
the blame when the state 
lost nearly $300 million 
in investments for which 
he was responsible. 

July 10, 1769: Physi-
cian Jesse Bennet was 
born. He performed the 
first successful caesar-
ian section in America 
in 1794, on his own 
wife and without proper 
equipment and with no 
antiseptics. He later es-
tablished a large practice 
in Mason County and 
served as an Army sur-
geon in the War of 1812.

July 10, 1889: Author 
and historian Boyd B. 

Stutler was born in Gilm-
er County. He served as 
managing editor of the 
national American Le-
gion magazine for 18 
years and became one of 
the leading historians on 
West Virginia in the Civil 
War and John Brown’s 
Raid on Harpers Ferry.

July 10, 1936: The 
temperature in Martins-
burg reached 112 de-
grees. It tied the record 
for the state’s hottest 
recorded temperature, 
which had been set Au-
gust 4, 1930, at Moore-
field.

July 11, 1861: The 
Battle of Rich Mountain 
was fought in Randolph 
County. Union troops un-
der Gen. George McClel-
lan defeated Confederate 
forces, helping to secure 

northwestern Virginia 
(now West Virginia) for 
the North.

July 11, 1867: John 
Jacob Cornwell was 
born on a farm in Ritchie 
County. He served as the 
15th governor of West 
Virginia.

July 11, 1976: Gov. 
Arch Moore dedicated 
the West Virginia Culture 
Center in Charleston. 
The facility was built to 
showcase the Mountain 
State’s artistic, cultural 
and historic heritage.

July 12, 2003: The 
Clay Center for the Arts 
& Sciences in downtown 
Charleston opened to 
the public. It combines a 
modern performing arts 
center with a visual arts 
museum and an interac-
tive science center.

July 13, 1861: The 
Battle of Corricks Ford 
took place in Tucker 
County. Confederate 
Gen. Robert S. Garnett 
was killed. He was the 
first Confederate general 
killed in the Civil War.

July 14, 1861: Union 
troops under Gen. Jacob 
Cox drove Confederate 
militia and cavalry out 
of town during the Battle 
of Barboursville. Union 
forces remained in con-
trol of Barboursville for 
the remainder of the war.

July 14, 1900: Gang-
ster William George “Big 
Bill” Lias was born in ei-
ther Wheeling or Greece. 
From the 1920s until his 
death in 1970, he was 
recognized as the leading 
organized crime figure in 
Wheeling.
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Many with the Histori-
cal Society asked about 
the possibility of rooms 
for museums.  Commis-
sioner Legg suggested 
that the walls in the long 
hall on the first floor, 
even the AirBnB rooms 
could display treasured 
sealed relics and photos 
or paintings.  Even sug-
gested that between the 
windows of the great 
hall could do the same.  
And maybe, once in-
come is established in 
the other portions of the 
building, some of those 
rooms in the basement 
could be used for that 
purpose.  Same with 
people who asked about 
a permanent home for 
the VFW.  One of the 

rooms might be avail-
able in the foreseeable 
future.  

Those present were 
very open to using those 
lower two entrance 
rooms for a Welcom-
ing and Tourist Center. 
There were a few who 
suggested other busi-
ness, such as bakeries 
or other commercial 
businesses, while others 
wondered outloud if an 
AirBnB was appropri-
ate.  And Commissioner 
Legg gave the numbers 
based on other such 
conversions, how just 
four BNB rooms on that 
floor would take care of 
future utilities on the 
site.  

As far as the major 

renovations and repairs 
both inside and outside, 
these would need to be 
bid out based on what 
was proposed.  Once 
there is an actual cost, 
grants and other funds 
would be sought. Out-
right grants or matching 
ones, or whatever they 
needed to do. 

He was just looking 
for a place to start.  He 
said, “This is a good 
start.  If we bid this and 
down the road we see it 
isn’t working.  We have 
a structure in place, and 
we make new plans.” He 
then asked for a show of 
hands of the people who 
were in the room who 
liked the idea as pre-
sented.   

There were barely two 
dozen people there.  And 
while it is disappointing 
to see so few people in 
this county care about 
its history, its present 
and its future, there 
were at least two dozen 
people in this room who 

genuinely cared.  There 
was no need to ask for 
any hands voting against 
as the overwhelming 
majority liked the plan 

they saw. 
The proposal as se-

lected by a show of 
hands will now go out 
for bid. This could be 

sometime in develop-
ment, but at least the 
courthouse is getting 
the attention it so badly 
deserves.

LEGALLegal 3 col x 5”
0702 0709 0716 

(2025-C-000051 - Clay County - PATRICIA A. BOSTON)
To: HENSON LEGG, JUDY LEGG, JUDY LEGG, HENSON LEGG HEIRS AT LAW, JUDY LEGG 

HEIRS AT LAW, JUDY LEGG HEIRS AT LAW, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, suc-
cessors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-own-
ers, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have 
an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT  HENRY   MAP  9   PARCEL  0058 0000 0000
You will take notice that PATRICIA A. BOSTON, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No. 
2025-C-000051, located in HENRY District, 43.87 AC HAYES TWO RUN SUR, which was returned de-
linquent or nonentered in the name of LEGG HENSON ETUX, and was sold by the deputy commissioner 
of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on the April 21, 
2026. PATRICIA A. BOSTON requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or 
after December 1, 2026, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or before November 30, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with  $  482.61
interest, for tax year ticket number 2024 - 5336.
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2025- 5412. $ 385.42
Additional taxes with interest.   $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 209.40
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,
Secretary of State with interest.  $ 302.42
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.  $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,379.85
certified or personal check.

You may redeem at any time before November 30, 2026 by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you  may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate 
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate 
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand June 15, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections 

Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

Legal 3 col x 5”
0702 0709 0716 

(2025-C-000102 - Clay County - PATRICIA A. BOSTON)
To: HENSON LEGG, JUDY LEGG, JUDY LEGG, HENSON LEGG HEIRS AT LAW, JUDY LEGG 

HEIRS AT LAW, JUDY LEGG HEIRS AT LAW, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, suc-
cessors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-own-
ers, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have 
an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT  OTTER   MAP  18   PARCEL  0019 0003 0000
You will take notice that PATRICIA A. BOSTON, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No. 
2025-C-000102, located in OTTER District, 27.49 AC WTS OTTER & ELK SUR, which was returned 
delinquent or nonentered in the name of LEGG HENSON ETUX, and was sold by the deputy commissioner 
of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on the April 21, 2026. 
PATRICIA A. BOSTON requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after 
December 1, 2026, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or before November 30, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with  $  167.07
interest, for tax year ticket number 2024 - 10488.
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2025- 10635. $ 97.28
Additional taxes with interest.   $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 209.40
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,
Secretary of State with interest.  $ 305.30
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.  $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 779.05
certified or personal check.

You may redeem at any time before November 30, 2026 by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you  may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate 
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate 
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand June 15, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections 

Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

Legal 2 col x 8-1/4”
0702 0709

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, July 2, 2026
Claim Deadline: Monday, August 31, 2026
 APPOINTMENT DATE  05/29/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  CARL GENE ARNOLD
 EXECUTRIX  LORETTA JUNE HARTLEY
  2953 OSSIA ROAD
  DUCK WV 25063
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/11/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  GERALD WAYNE COLLINS
 ADMINISTRATRIX  BETTY JANE COLLINS 
  196 LITTLE ITALY ROAD
  IVYDALE WV 25113
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/11/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  PATSY ANN HORROCKS
 EXECUTRIX  CHRISTAL BROWN
  PO BOX 4
  DIXIE WV 25059
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/10/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  WANITA RUTH KOCH 
 CO EXECUTOR  CURTIS HENRY KOCH 
  PO BOX 201
  MAYSEL WV 25133
 CO EXECUTOR  ADDIE PEARL PALECEK 
  PO BOX 56
  MAYSEL WV 25133
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/12/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  JULIA ANN SCOTT
 ADMINISTRATOR  HAROLD WAYNE SCOTT JR 
  3766 PATTON CHAPEL ROAD
  LINCOLN AL 35096
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/10/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  TYRUS HARTSEL STONE JR
 ADMINISTRATOR  COLTON BRENT GRAY
  414 HONEYSUCKLE LANE
  MT. LOOKOUT WV 26678
APPOINTMENT DATE  06/02/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  PAMELA G WOODS
 EXECUTRIX  TAMELA G. SAMPLES-CASEY
  1117 LONG SAM RD
  PROCIOUS WV 25164
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 06/26/2026
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190

LEGAL

Jerry Stover Jo Anne Exline Duane Legg

Kirsten Henshaw Side-facing drawing
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C H A R L E S T O N , 
W.Va. - Governor Patrick 
Morrisey today marked 
the arrival and construc-
tion of the America250 
Wheel at the State Capitol 
Complex. Standing 230 
feet tall, the attraction is 
billed as the world’s tall-
est portable Ferris wheel 
and will serve as the cen-
terpiece of West Virgin-
ia’s America250 Capital 
City Celebration, taking 
place July 2–5.

“When America cel-
ebrates its 250th birthday, 
we want West Virginia 
families to celebrate to-
gether in a way they’ll 
remember for years to 
come,”  said Governor 
Morrisey. “The Ameri-

ca250 Wheel is more than 
an incredible attraction. 
It’s a symbol of this his-
toric milestone and an-
other reason for people 
from across our state and 
beyond to come together 
in our capital city as we 
honor our nation’s past 
and look ahead to its fu-
ture.”

The Governor also 
reiterated that rides on 
the America250 Wheel 
will be completely free 
throughout the four-day 
celebration, ensuring 
families from all 55 coun-
ties have the opportunity 
to experience one of the 
signature attractions of 
West Virginia’s Ameri-
ca250 festivities.

The wheel features 
45 presidential-themed 
gondolas, each recogniz-
ing one of the individu-
als who has served as 
President of the United 
States. Riders will enjoy 
panoramic views stretch-
ing up to 14 miles across 
Charleston, the Kanawha 
River, and the State Capi-
tol Complex. Each eve-
ning, the wheel will be 
illuminated by a custom 
LED light display along-
side the Capitol’s nightly 
3D projection mapping 
show.

“The excitement is 
only beginning,”  Gover-
nor Morrisey said. “With 
free concerts, family ac-
tivities, spectacular en-

tertainment, and attrac-
tions like the America250 
Wheel, we’re inviting 
everyone to celebrate this 
once-in-a-generation an-
niversary right here in the 
Mountain State.”

The America250 Capi-
tal City Celebration will 
feature performances by 
ALABAMA on July 3, 
the West Virginia Sym-
phony Orchestra on July 
4, and The Marshall 
Tucker Band on July 5. 
Events at the State Capi-
tol Complex will be coor-
dinated with Charleston’s 
annual Sternwheel Regat-
ta, with free shuttle ser-
vice connecting the two 
celebrations throughout 
the holiday weekend.

Governor Morrisey Welcomes World’s 
Tallest Portable Ferris Wheel to the State 

Capitol for America250 Celebration
The 230-foot America250 Wheel will offer free 

rides throughout West Virginia’s four-day Capital 
City Celebration, July 2–5
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Allen Hamrick   
Here we are in July of 2026, nearing 

the epic moment of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence 250 years 
ago.  The romantic thoughts of fields of 
patriots waving the flags of indepen-
dence, hoisting muskets in the air and 
going toe to toe with the best fighting 
units merry old England could muster-
were just that – thoughts. The reality 
was very much different.The time then 
was a banner moment for the people, 
driven to believe that independence 
was the key to happiness and freedom 
even if it cost the lives of everyone they 
knew. Butwas it?   
Beyond the powdered wigs of the po-
litical gentlemen and rich patriot land-
owners determining the fate of a nation 
were the people torn between loyalty to 
a crown or the uncertain choice to fight 
to make their own choices.  At times 
their choices were clear, the very soul 
and spirit that made them whotheywere 
drove them to their own conclusions. 
Yet, others needed to be led.  The true 
American spirit lay in those whose 
blood boiled at the thoughts of not be-
ing able to determine their own fate, 
hence the signing of the Declaration of 
I n d e p e n d e n c e .   
Yet everything is not all black and 
white. We have been taught, have read 
of, have heard the ancestorial stories, 
and there are ledgers, documents and 
manuscripts that all tell us the story of 
the nation’s beginning.  Nearly half of 
the people who signed were lawyers 
and judges; others were rich merchants 
and plantation owners.  So, it begs the 
question, did they do it to protect them-
selves and their fortunes and to ensure 
that this country’s new government, if 
they won, would be ruled by them and 
not the farmers and lower-class people? 
Considering that the taxes collected by 
England, along with political policies, 
directly affected them and their busi-
nesses, landowners like George Wash-
ington and Thomas Jefferson couldn’t 
expand their wealth in land west be-
cause of England’s rule.  It boiled down 
to the wealthy class no longerwanting 
to be ruled by England; they wanted to 
rule for themselves and their own inter-
ests. In this way they could control the 
politics and the economy of the new 
United States of America and put their 

own agenda at the forefront.   
However, one can argue that war wasn’t 
the best investment as some of the sign-
ers lost all they had and died paupers.  
Also,the people of those times thought 
differently - they truly believed that the 
country would be better off. This is 
largely because signing the Declaration 
of Independence was a death sentence 
if they lost.  Seemingly, not much has 
changed since then.Millionaires make 
up our modern Congress, and they still 
use the American dream, freedom and 
liberty as sounding boards. Behind 
closed doors, these leaders make deci-
sions that directly affect the working-
class people in a way that will mostly 
benefit themselves.  They are isolated 
from the daily financial issues that 
plague everyday Americans.  The big-
gest difference between the leaders of 
then and those of today is that the 
wealthy people who signed the Decla-
ration of Independence committed their 
own money and high treason to the 
cause. Had they failed, they would have 
been hanged by the neck until dead.   
Today, politicians never seem to face 
financial ruin for their poor choices.  If 
a family didn’t like the politics of the 
country in the late 1700’s,they could 
simply escape to a frontier where they 
worked and lived by sweat. These pio-
neers built, lived and died on their own 
and on their own terms.  Now, almost 
every aspect of daily life revolves 
around government policy; there is no 
escape to a frontier, that frontier does 
not exist.  Poor decisions then would 
not have affected the population like 
they do now. Onethoughtless or selfish 
decision or policy made by a group of 
politicians or people put in a position of 
power these days can wipe out people’s 
savings, jobs and homes anywhere in 
the world.  If politicians have the desire 
to, they can enact a policy and decide 
all while that the working American 
foots the bill.  Basically, the politics of 
1776 risked it all, the politics of now 
risk nothing.  So, did they do it for 
themselves or not? This is a question 
still debated over coffee and open 
f l a m e .   
With that all being said, a week before 
the signing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was chaos. The war was on 
and the British were attacking forts and 

homes across two fronts.  The Ameri-
cans built a makeshift fort to guard 
Charleston Harbor and made it of Pal-
metto wood, a soft wood to be exact.  
The fort was manned by just a few pa-
triots. Despitethe hours and hours of 
British bombing, the fort stood because 
the wood absorbed the shelling instead 
of shattering.  It was an American vic-
tory that beefed up the morale of the 
army.  This was a victory that was made 
during Thomas Jefferson’s presenting 
his draft of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.  Also, a plot to kill George 
Washington by those still loyal to the 
crownhad been uncovered in mid-June 
1776.  From the mayor of New York to 
Washingtons’ own bodyguards, the plan 
to kill him was extensive. This is now 
known as the Hickey Plot, named for 
Thomas Hickey, a man who was among 
those Washington trusted most. Hickey 
lives in infamy as the first American 
soldier executed for treason. 
   With so many different happenings 
leading up to the signing, one mus-
tremember that the war was already be-
ing fought, and devastation was every-
where. After many years of conflict, 
war finally ended, and the the signing 
of the Treaty of Paris officially gave us 
our leave from the British. Once the 
war was over, the truth and new reality 
of the War for Independence soon be-
came evident to the people. The only 
thing that seemed to change was where 
taxes were paid.   Merchants’ ships still 
sailed into harbors but under a new flag.  
The economic leaders, loyalists and-
wealthy who didn’t lose their fortunes 
due to the war now dictated the future 
of the new America in much the same 
way they did before. Nothing changed, 
it just got worse.  Regardless ofthe 
thousands of farms that laid in ashes, 
regardless of the thousands of patriot 
graves all along the fronts,the war had 
to be paid for, and it would cost the 
people plenty. No war would ever de-
stroy the fundamental human nature of 
power, greed and politics, and the quest 
for power and land never stopped.  This 
is a bitter reality often masked by a cel-
e b r a t i o n . 
   With the never-changingpower play 
in politics, the idea that while the coun-
try had her revolution andrealization 
that nothing would change human na-

ture for power, something else hap-
pened.  We became a country free to 
determine our own fates as families and 
hard-working individuals.  We had a 
blank slate -a messy one, but a place 
where people and not kings could dic-
tate their own destiny however they 
saw fit.  Americans now had rights and 
could fight for a way of life…at least 
until the changes that started during the 
20th century.  We inherited the dream 
so long ago, and it’s ours to keep or to 
lose.From 1776 to present day, all a 
person has to do is look at America’s 
history - it is full of both atrocities and 
greatness, innovations and inventions, 
and the very people who have a dream 
and a desire have the opportunity to 
make this country great.    
We can see the inheritance this week as 
the town of Clay has been getting all 
dolled up for this Wednesday’s celebra-
tion. Local crews have been sweeping, 
cleaning and pouring their hearts into 
getting ready for folks to enjoy them-
selves.  We are a deep rural community, 
and for many, their lives are just like 
the ancestors of 1776 -you’re born, 
raised, leave the nest, find your niche, 
make a living, pay taxes and have chil-
dren, and the cycle starts all over again.  
There will be plenty of festivities to en-
joy and some great fireworks, I’m sure.  
Just like Clay, many communities 
across this great country will come to-
gether as one to celebrate the real beau-
ty of this land and that’s her people. 
The American spirit is not about politi-
cians nor the power hungry, money-
grubbing greedy folks. The spirit of 
America is about the simple life of free-
dom and opportunity, and theseideas 
have made our country what it is today 
despite the daily attempts to destroy it 
by those who “know what’s best for 
us.” As long asthe people who makethis 
land great still come together and unify, 
the promise of a better country and a 
better life isstill alive for future genera-
tions. The heartbeat of this country is 
found in the small and quiet efforts of 
people looking out for each other, 
building businesses, raising families 
and relying on the power of the Ameri-
can spirit. Where else can one do that? 
Only in America.  Happy 250th Birth-
day America; you are still the greatest 
place on earth to live!
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Surviving the shadows of 250 years - the power of family

bridge is worth it.  At one point is was 
over 300K to restore that bridge and now 
it is over a million dollars. And has to be 
inspected every year.  Clay County can-
not afford it. We don’t have a 50% tax 
base, and not something we want to pur-
sue.”  

From a purely financial point of view, 
I have to admit, Clay County cannot af-
ford these: what seem ‘frivolous” things 
and I would have to agree with him.  But.
They are more than that. They are a part 
of history that got all of us here.  Some-
things, many would want to share with 
their grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren. The Elkhurst bridge is the same 

architecture as the Golden Gate bridge 
in San Francisco on a smaller scale. It is 
only one of two remaining in the entire 
Eastern United States. It does make per-
fect financial sense to do nothing and let 
time and age eat all these things up.  Last 
summer we lost the Henry Clay Hotel to a 
fire.  If we knew that was going to happen 
would we have tried to stop that, come 
together to restore it? Or would we just 
have said, our children don’t need this, 
it doesn’t matter.  Would we have lit the 
match ourselves to eliminate a problem? 
These are important issues to think about. 

The next regular Clay County Com-
mission meeting is July 14, 2026.

Continued from Page 1COMMISSION
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