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Clay celebrates July 
4th and 250 years of 

Independence
By: Allen Hamrick

It was party time in the streets of Clay. 
July 4thcame and went here in the county of Clay and 
all over the country, yet the celebration of 250 years 
of freedom continues. 

Cookouts, fireworks, camping, boating and a street 
party much like a mini regatta that hit the streets of 
Clay were carried on in back yards, lakes and rivers as 
folks showed what true freedom is all about.  Rightly 
so, too. We have reason to enjoy freedom, do we not?  

Of course we do! The history of this country start-
ed long before 1776 and continues to evolve every 
day, sometimes good and sometimes not so good. 
   Clay County held its own early celebration this past 
Wednesday with a party in the streets and fireworks 
that filled the night sky.  A great time was had by 
those in attendance as they danced into the night with 
music provided by local talent and filled their bel-
lies with food from trucks and trailers and a new ice 
cream shop that was recently opened by Aiden Taylor 
and Issac Brown.  

All the celebrating is much in part due to this 
country being the greatest country to live in be-
cause people have fought to keep it that way. 
So, when you see the fireworks representing the 
bombs in the air, remember what they truly symbol-
ize.  

Francis Scott Key was inspired to pen The Defense 
of Fort McHenry, otherwise known as The Star-Span-
gled Banner, when the British navy fleet attempted to 
bomb Fort McHenry and take over the town.  

The people in the fort stood their ground, and the 
British were defeated.  The actions of the Patriots 
when this country was formed were a thing of beauty.  
It is never over though; hope is the last thing that dies 
within its people.  

Let’s not let it die in this country. Keep in mind, 
as we celebrate our freedoms and take time to reflect 
on our country’s history, America is a place where 
hard work, a strong mind and love of country and her 
people should be top on the list.   Remember where 
you come from because it will light the path to your 
future.

Clay TSA brings home 
national title and top honors

By: Stephanie Dobbins
The Clay County Middle and High School TSA 

teamsrecently traveled to Washington, D.C. to com-
pete in the Technology Student AssociationNational 
Competition. They earned the right to compete there 
based on their success at the WV State Competition 
held in March.  At nationals, Clay Middle impressively 
won a national championship and earned top ten final-
ist honors in two additional events. For Clay High, 
five students were recognized for earning the Gold 
Achievement Award.

At Nationals, more than 10,000 students competed in 
over 70 events.  Thirty-six states were represented,and 
students came from as far away as Germany and Amer-
ican Samoa to compete.  The conference theme, Unity 
Through Community, aligned with TSA’s competi-
tions, activities and programs that provide members 
with enhanced exposure to topics in science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); opportu-
nities for personal and leadership development; and 
career awareness.

For the Middle School, Gunner Dobbins and River 
Schoolcraftwon first place in Challenging Technology 
Issues.  In this event, participants collaborate to pre-
pare and deliver a debate-style presentation explain-
ing opposing views of current technology issues.  The 
topics for the event were (1) artificial intelligence and 
automation in the workplace, (2) cloning to generate 
human organs, (3) utilizing lab-grown meat as a sub-
stantiveagricultural practice, (4) banning gas-powered 
cars by 2035, and (5) human microchip implants for 
medical records. Dobbins also earned Finalist Honors 
in two additional events, placing fourth in Career Prep 
and ninth in Community Service Video.

For CCHS, Jaxon Brown, Juliann Gallaher, Alivia 
Gilliland, Presley Shamblin, and Lillian Starcher were 
recognized for earning the Gold Achievement Award.  
To earn the award, the studentsengaged in enumerated 
activities relating to service leadership, STEM immer-
sion, and personal and professional development.

Moreover, CCHS students Ariel Dobbins and Ju-
liann Gallaher wrapped up their service as WV State 
TSA officers for the 2025-206 school year. Numerous 
WV TSA members also worked tirelessly to assist the 
Virginia TSA delegation as a co-host of the conference. 
For the upcoming year, Gallaher will continue her ser-
vice as WV State TSA President and Lillian Starcher 
will serve as Sergeant-at-Arms.

Finally, Ariel Dobbins ran as a candidate for National 

TSA Treasurer. She gave a speech to thousands of TSA 
members and advisors, answered an impromptu candi-
date question on stage, and participated in a meet-and-
greet, speaking with hundreds of students throughout 
the day about her proposed plans and platform. She 
campaigned relentlessly. While she unfortunately did 
not win the election, she represented CCHS and WV 
TSA very well.Her courage, leadership, and dedication 
throughout the campaign were a testament to her char-
acter and left a lasting impression on all who had the 
opportunity to hear her speak.

Jessica Ramsey is the TSA Chapter Advisor for 
themiddle school and high school.  She works tirelessly 
to help students prepare for their events, keeping them 
updated with contest rules and regulations, of which 
there are many, andstaying after school throughout the 
year to supervise and advise while they work on their 
projects.  She is also the chief TSA fundraiser, and she 

2026 Clay County Golden Delicious Belle nominations open
The Clay County Golden Delicious Festival Committee is accepting nominations 

for the 2026 Golden Delicious Belle.  The nominee must be a resident of Clay 
County, who is at least 65 years in age.   

Your nomination letter should tell why you think the person should be named the 
2026 Belle and must include a non-returnable photo to use for printing.  

All entries should include a contact person’s name, and phone number for the 

person providing the entry, as well as the name and phone number of the person 
nominated.   All entries must be received by Friday, July 24, 2026.  

Entries may be mailed to: CCGDF Apple Belle Nomination, Attn: Laura Scott, P. 
O. Box 752, Clay WV  25043, or can be dropped off at the Clay County Assessor’s 
Office at the courthouse.   

Or email with a photo attachment to clayapplefestival@gmail.com.  The festival 
Board of Directors will vote for a winner during the August 2026 board meeting.   

CCHS  & CCMS TSA at Nationals in Washington, DC

River Schoolcraft and Gunner Dobbins - National 
Champions in Challenging Technology Issues

Please see CLAY TSA on page 7



2 - The Clay County Free Press, Thursday, July 9, 2026	  	   			      					                                                                                                         Thursday, July 9, 2026 The Clay County Free Press - 3

AdvErtising
Debra Smith: debra@mountainmedianews.com

subscriptions
subscriptions@claycountyfreepress.com

publishEr
Michael Showell, Publisher

The Clay County Free Press (USPS 116-660)  
is published weekly at 291 Main Street, Clay,  
West Virginia. Subscription Rate: In County $37.00; 
In-State $47.00; Out-of-State $50.00

Address all mail (subscription, change of address) to: 
P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901 or  

call 304-647-5724 or Fax 304-647-5767.

Postmaster:
Please provide old address and your new address.

Obituary

Puzzle Answers

The Clay County WIC office 
located at 452 Main Street in 

Clay is open to serve the public 
every Monday and Wednesday 

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Braxton County

CLAY County

Nicholas county

CLAY County

Lori Dawn Carpenter
Booked 7/2/2026

Capias

Joshua Adam Ricottilli
Booked 6/30/2026

Capias, Obstructing an 
Officer

Jeremy Allen White
Booked 7/2/2026

Probation Violation

Jeffery Todd Adams Jr.
Booked 7/1/2026

Capias

Jason Eric Bates I
Booked 7/2/2026

Domestic Assault

Brad Lee Adkins
Booked 6/30/2026

Capias

Tiffany Dawn Bevill
Booked 7/4/2026

Domestic Battery

Patsy Ann Parsons
Booked 7/2/2026

Obstructing an Officer

Patrick Watman Summers
Booked 7/5/2026

Simple Possession

Richard Louis Koch
Booked 7/2/2026

Domestic Battery

Justin Wayne Taylor 
Booked 7/6/2026

Grand Larceny

Jeremy Ray McCune
Booked 7/1/2026

Capias

Felichea Dawn Smith
Booked 7/5/2026

Simple Possession

Aquayla Shay Fugate
Booked 7/2/2026

Drug delivery result-
ing in death; failure to 
render aid, Manufacture/
Deliver sch I,II Controlled 
Narcotic Substance, Felony 
failure to appear, Failed 
drug test

Tyler Hansen Scott
Booked 7/4/2026

Possession of a Controlled 
Substance

Shelly Ann Bostic
Booked 7/2/2026

DUI with child, Child 
Neglect, Obstruction of 
Officer

Gerald Alan Adkins
Booked 7/4/2026

DUI, Possession of a 
Controlled Substance, 
Domestic Assault, Domestic 
Battery

Brayden Todd Wood
Booked 7/3/2026

Battery

Charles Edward Bird
Charles Edward Bird, 101, of Lizemores, West Vir-

ginia, passed away peacefully surrounded by the love 
of his family.

Born on February 14, 1925, Charles was the son of the 
late Robert Thornton Bird and Neva Nichols Bird.

He was preceded in death by his beloved wife of 
many years, Doris Hattie Price Bird, who passed away 
in 2018.

Charles is survived by his children: Jimmy Dale Bird; 
Debbie Ann Hall (Rick); Donna Kay Salisbury (Jerry); 
and David Edward Bird. He also leaves behind ten cher-
ished grandchildren, many great-grandchildren, and 
great-great-grandchildren, all of whom brought him 
great joy.

Charles proudly served his country during World War 
II and was honored to be the last living World War II 
veteran in Clay County, West Virginia. Following his 
military service, he devoted many years to working as 
a coal miner before retiring. He was a proud member of 
the United Mine Workers of America for 82 years.

A longtime amateur radio enthusiast, Charles was 
well known throughout the ham radio community by his 
call sign, N8ZJA. He enjoyed making friendships across 
the airwaves and remained passionate about the hobby 
throughout his life.

Above all, Charles was a devoted Baptist Christian 
whose faith guided him throughout his remarkable life. 
He lived with strength, humility, kindness, and an un-
wavering love for his family and community.

Charles lived a wonderful and colorful life spanning 
more than a century. His stories, wisdom, sense of hu-
mor, and steadfast character touched countless lives. He 
will be deeply missed by his family, friends, and all who 
had the privilege of knowing him.

Funeral Service was held at 11:00 am on Saturday, 

July 4, 2026, at Laurel Fork Missionary Baptist Church, 
Lizemores, WV with Jason Moore officiating. Visita-
tion was one hour prior to the service from 10:00 am to 
11:00 am. Burial followed in Clay Memorial Gardens, 
Clay, WV.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.
carlwilsonfuneralhome.com

Wilson Smith Funeral Home is honored to be serving 
the Bird family.

Wanda Lee 
Woodrum Coulter

Wanda Lee Woodrum 
Coulter, 89 of Clay, WV, 
was born on April 14, 
1937, and passed away on 
July 2, 2026.

Preceded in death by 
her father, Jesse Ray 
Woodrum, Mother Goldie 
Leona Mason, mommy 
Helen Queen Woodrum, 
husband Dessie Lee Coul-
ter, brothers: Earl Eugene 
Carney, Bobby Woodrum 
and Cecil Ray Woodrum; 
sisters; Norma Dean Bod-
kins, Helen Cales and Lo-
retta Fay Stringer.

Survived by daughter, 
Patricia Lynn Coulter and 
daughter of the heart Jea-
nette Joy Pritt.

She was part of the Clay 
Community Church fam-
ily since 1969, active with 
the post 4419, VFW La-
dies Auxiliary for several 
years. She graduated from 
Clay County High School 
in 1955.

Funeral Service was 
held at 12:00 pm, Wednes-
day, July 8, 2026, at Wil-
son Smith Funeral Home, 
Clay WV with Wayne Lit-
ton officiating. Visitation 
was one hour prior to the 
service from 11:00 am to 
12:00 pm at the funeral 
home. Burial followed 
in the Sunset Cemetery, 
Bickmore, WV.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at  www.carlwilsonfuner-
alhome.com
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HEALTH/MEDICAL
AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-
327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today!  1-844-592-5113

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT, 
RV AND MORE TO SUPPORT OUR 
VETERANS! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today

REPAIRING OR REPLACING APPLI-
ANCES AND HOME SYSTEMS LIKE 
HEATING AND COOLING CAN BE 
COSTLY. A home warranty plan can 
help. Start saving and get 30% off any 
plan today. Workmanship Guarantee in-
cluded. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home 
Services 1-855-968-0741

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) 

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUNDATION 
REPAIR AND BASEMENT WATER-
PROOFING EXPERTS. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or concrete slab we’ll 
guide you on the right path to a healthy 
home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free consultation. 
1-833-974-2676

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 

LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUTTERS. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-844-295-
2840 to schedule a FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided tours 
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, sight-
seeing, entrance fees, a professional 
Tour Director and select meals. For a 
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call 
YMT today. 1-833-649-1532

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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Home Country
Slim Randles

Steve, the cowboy on the board of directors of the 
Mule Barn truck stop’s philosophy counter and world 
dilemma think tank, swears on his coffee it happened.

“Tourist guy got off the train the other day when 
I was down there picking up a friend,” Steve said. 
“He asked me if I was a real cowboy, and I allowed I 
probably was, because I wasn’t smart enough to get a 
real job. So he asked if I minded if he asked me some 
questions.”

Steve sipped his coffee. “I said, ‘Shoot’ and the guy 
says he wondered why we wore these big ol’ hats with 
the wide brims. So I explained to him they give us 
shade in summer and keep the rain and snow off our 
faces, and told him we could give the horse a drink by 
putting water in them.

“Then he thanked me and asked why we wore 
chaps. So I explained how they protected our legs 
from cactus and thorns, you know.

“He asked about wild rags like this one,” he said, 
touching the blue silk scarf around his neck. “I told 
him it filtered dust and we could tie our hats down 
with it in a high wind.”

“Sounds reasonable,” Doc said, “but I thought ev-
erybody knew that. Television and Westerns and all 
that.”

“Well, yeah,” Steve said. “Me, too. But I think this 
guy was from a city somewhere and didn’t watch TV 
or eat anything that ever had a pulse. Looked kinda 
puny. But he was real friendly.

“So then he asked me about saddle horns. Wanted 
to know if they honk. This guy was really green, you 
know? He wanted to know about ropes and spurs, all 
kinds of questions like that. I did my best to answer 
him, too. Finally he says, ‘Tell me why you cowboys 
always wear tennis shoes.’

“So I told him we didn’t want anyone thinking we 
were truck drivers.”

Even the truck drivers laughed at that one. Then 
they threw cracker packets at Steve.

UHC receives blanket donation from 
Jenkins Subaru and Leukemia and 

Lymphoma Society
June marked Subaru Loves to Care month, Jenkins 

Subaru in Bridgeport has partnered with The Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society (LLS) to bring warmth to cancer 
survivors being treated at the Cecil B. Highland Jr., & 
Barbara B. Highland Cancer Center at United Hospital 
Center (UHC). Through their generosity, more than 80 
blankets were donated.

“It is during the most trying of times that a dona-
tion of kindness can make a meaningful impact,” said 
Meredith Williams, MPH, RN, OCN, director of Can-
cer Services at the Cecil B. Highland, Jr. & Barbara B. 
Highland Cancer Center at UHC. “Jenkins Subaru and 
LLS have been graciously donating blankets to UHC 
since 2016.”

Every three minutes in the U.S., a new patient is 
diagnosed with leukemia, lymphoma, or myeloma. 

As the treatment and rehabilitation process can often 
be long and arduous, blood cancer patients can be left 
feeling cold, confined, and in a weakened state. Thou-
sands of Subaru owners and employees have contrib-
uted messages of hope throughout the Subaru Loves to 
Care initiative and are proudly continuing the tradition 
in 2026 to show support for their community members 
during an emotionally and physically challenging time 
in their lives.

“UHC and its staff are vital assets to the commu-
nity and state. We are honored to team up with them 
again to bring love and support to cancer survivors,” 
said Matt Jenkins, general manager at Jenkins Subaru. 
“Jenkins Subaru and Subaru of America are once again 
happy to support this cause and make this donation 
possible.”

 Mobile Unit offers convenient lung care
Vandalia Health’s Medicine in Motion initiative 

includes a sophisticated fleet of mobile medical units 
designed to break down the barriers of geography and 
transportation – bringing essential care directly to peo-
ple who need it.

Lung cancer is the most diagnosed cancer among 
West Virginia residents. When cancer is found early 
with low-dose CT screening, patients can more often 
undergo minimally invasive surgery and have less lung 
tissue removed.

Vandalia Health’s Mobile Lung Cancer CT Screen-
ing and Mobile Mammography units will be at

Community Care – Big Otter, 797 Clinic Road Ivy-

dale, July 15, from 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Vandalia Health Primary Care - Summersville, 702 

Professional Park Dr. in Summersville July 21, from 9 
a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

A referral is needed to make an appointment. Con-
tact your local provider for a referral or schedule a visit 
with a primary care provider. Patients need to bring in-
surance information.

The Mobile Lung CT, funded by Aetna Better Health 
of West Virginia, is staffed by experts and equipped 
with the same state-of-the-art digital imaging technol-
ogy as you would get at a Vandalia Health imaging fa-
cility for quick, convenient, accurate screenings.

Entry Deadline 
Approaching for State 
Fair of West Virginia 

Competitions
LEWISBURG, WV-- Entry deadlines for the 101st 

Annual State Fair of West Virginia are quickly approach-
ing, with livestock entries due by midnight on July 8, 
2026, and Home, Arts & Garden entries due by mid-
night on July 15, 2026.

Complete rules, regulations, premium books, and on-
line registration are available at statefairofwv.com.

“We encourage everyone to get their entries in before 
the deadlines,” said CEO Kelly Collins. “Competitive 
exhibits are one of the traditions that make the State Fair 
so special, and we look forward to celebrating your hard 
work during the 101st State Fair.”

Each year, thousands of exhibits fill the fairgrounds, 
showcasing the talent, creativity, and agricultural excel-
lence of West Virginians and exhibitors from across the 
region. Opportunities include livestock competitions 
for West Virginia 4-H, FFA, and Open Show exhibi-
tors, along with a wide variety of Home, Arts & Gar-
den classes featuring baking, canning, photography, fine 
arts, quilting, woodworking, floral design, agricultural 
produce, and much more.

The 101st Annual State Fair of West Virginia will be 
held August 13–22, 2026, in Lewisburg, West Virginia.

The State Fair of West Virginia is a 501(c)(3) nonprof-
it organization dedicated to preserving and promoting 
agriculture, education, youth development, and family 
entertainment. A recent economic impact study found 
the Fair generates more than $42.8 million annually for 
the state’s economy.

Follow the State Fair of West Virginia on Facebook, 
Instagram, and TikTok for the latest updates, and join the 
conversation using #SFWV2026.
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Puzzle Answers Page 2

July 15, 1886: Congressman Cleveland Monroe 
“Cleve” Bailey was born on a farm in Pleasants County. 
He represented West Virginia’s third congressional dis-
trict for eight terms in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, 1945–47 and 1949–63.

July 15, 1915: The West Virginia Folklore Society 
was founded in Morgantown by John Harrington Cox, 
Robert Allen Armstrong and Walter Barnes.

July 15, 1988: Interstate 64 was completed when the 
final section between Sam Black Church and the West 
Virginia Turnpike was opened to traffic.

July 16, 1791: Adam Stephen, a physician and Revo-
lutionary War general often credited as the founder of 
Martinsburg, died at his home in that city.

July 16, 1869: Philanthropist Michael Late Benedum 
was born in Bridgeport. He made a fortune in the oil and 
gas business but is best remembered for establishing the 
Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation.

July 16, 1877: The first nationwide labor strike in 
U.S. history began in Martinsburg, after the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad cut worker’s wages. Federal troops 
soon put down the violence in Martinsburg, but the 
strike continued across the country for another 52 days. 

July 17, 1775: Two months after the Revolutionary 
War started, Hugh Stephenson's 98-man rifle company 
left Shepherdstown, marched 600 miles in 24 daysand 
arrived in Cambridge to help defend Massachusetts.

July 17, 1861: The Battle of Scary Creek took place 
in Putnam County. It was one of the earliest battles of 

the war and one of the first Confederate victories.
July 17, 1914: Singer Eleanor Steber was born in 

Wheeling.She made her debut with the Metropolitan 
Opera in 1940.

July 17, 1921: Marcenia “Toni” Stone was born in 
Bluefield. She was the first woman to play professional 
baseball for a previously all-male team. In 1953, she 
joined the Indianapolis Clowns of the old Negro Ameri-
can League, replacing the team’s second baseman, Hank 
Aaron, who had just joined the National League’s Mil-
waukee Braves.

July 17, 1922: The Cliftonville Mine Battle took 
place east of Wellsburg, Brooke County. The gun battle 
between striking miners and sheriff’s forces left at least 
nine people dead.

July 18, 1776: Methodist bishop Francis Asbury 
first set foot in present West Virginia outside of Berke-
ley Springs. He worked extensively in what is now the 
Eastern Panhandle, preaching and lecturing almost ev-
ery day, before continuing farther into western Virginia.

July 18, 1865: Samuel Cabell was murdered at his 
Institute plantation by either pro-Union or pro-Confed-
erate sympathizers, depending on the source. His widow 
and mother of his children, Mary Barnes Cabell, who 
he had previously enslaved, inherited all his property, 
including the land on which today’s West Virginia State 
University was founded in 1892.

July 18, 1893: Spencer State Hospital opened. With 
its connected brick buildings, a quarter-mile in length, 

the hospital was sometimes referred to as the longest 
continuous brick building in America. It remained in 
operation until June 1989.

July 19, 1850: Pope Pius IX established the Diocese 
of Wheeling, naming Richard V. Whelan as its first 
bishop.

July 19, 1863: A Confederate raid led by Gen. John 
Morgan came to an end on Buffington Island, near Ra-
venswood.The Confederates were overtaken by federal 
troops, local militia and three U.S. Navy gunboats.

July 19, 1946: Author Stephen Coonts was born in 
Morgantown. After graduating from West Virginia Uni-
versity and serving in the navy during the Vietnam War, 
Coonts became a best-selling action and adventure nov-
elist with the 1986 publication of Flight of the Intruder.

July 19, 1952: Novelist Jayne Anne Phillips was born 
in Buckhannon. After graduating from West Virginia 
University, her short stories and novels began receiving 
wide recognition. In 2024, she was awarded the Pulitzer 
Prize for Fiction for her 2023 novel Night Watch, about 
a mother and daughter in West Virginia after the Civil 
War.

July 20, 2010: Carte Goodwin became the nation’s 
youngest sitting senator. Goodwin was appointed to 
fill Robert C. Byrd’s seat in the U.S. Senate following 
Byrd’s death.

July 21, 1924: Don Knotts was born in Morgantown. 
The comedy legend will be forever remembered for por-
traying Barney Fife on The Andy GriffithShow.
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New partnership brings $150 million rare 
earth investment to West Virginia

By: Zachery Miller
RUPERT, W.Va. — Following a press 

conference last Wednesday, Secretary 
of State Kris Warner spoke to the Clay 
County Free Press and outlined plans for 
a $150 million private investment in West 
Virginia’s future through a new partner-
ship involving Greenbrier Smokeless 
Coal Company of Rupert, Flash Metals 
USA of Houston, Texas, and AmForge 
Corporation of Washington, D.C.. The 
partnership will employ a patented pro-
cess to extract rare earth minerals from 
millions of tons of coal tailings, which 
will be processed in Greenbrier County.

Rare earth minerals are essential to 
the production of everyday technologies 
such as cell phones and computers, but 
they are also critical to advanced tech-
nologies, modern energy infrastructure, 
and national security systems.

“While there has been a lot of talk 
about developing this technology, these 
companies have figured out how to do 
this, do it at scale, and turn a profit,” War-
ner said.

Once fully operational, the Greenbrier 
County facility is expected to employ 
nearly 250 people. Additional commit-
ments for infrastructure and mineral de-
velopment investments are expected to 

support project expansion and job growth 
throughout the state, however it is un-
clear if any aspect of the project will be 
developed in Clay County.

“Today we had county commissioners 
from Fayette, Nicholas, Summers, and 
Greenbrier counties here, knowing that 
we are going to have to call upon sur-
rounding counties for the workers that 
are going to be needed to staff this facil-
ity,” Warner said.

While the group plans to initially 
source material from permitted mine 
sites across West Virginia, mineral off-
take agreements are already in place 
with suppliers in Greenland, Canada, and 
Cameroon. These agreements will allow 
the facility to process additional critical 
minerals from international sources.

“The big thing is, there is a national 
defense implication to this, so we’re not 
depending on foreign countries. We are 
reshoring this here to America.” Warner 
said, “West Virginia will take a national 
lead on extracting rare earth minerals 
from coal tailings, starting in Greenbrier 
County, and then expanding across the 
state,” Warner said.

Despite its controversial history in 
West Virginia, coal slurry may prove to 
be one of the state’s most unexpected 

and valuable resources. Rare earth min-
erals will be extracted directly from coal 
tailings through a process that involves 
rapidly heating the material to approxi-
mately 1,800 degrees and then rapidly 
cooling it before the rare earth minerals 

are separated.
Warner also applauded Drew Horn, 

chief strategy officer and co-founder of 
AmForge, for his expertise in rare earth 
minerals, and his role in developing the 
project in West Virginia. 
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(2025-C-000051 - Clay County - PATRICIA A. BOSTON)
To: HENSON LEGG, JUDY LEGG, JUDY LEGG, HENSON LEGG HEIRS AT LAW, JUDY LEGG 

HEIRS AT LAW, JUDY LEGG HEIRS AT LAW, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, suc-
cessors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-own-
ers, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have 
an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT  HENRY   MAP  9   PARCEL  0058 0000 0000
You will take notice that PATRICIA A. BOSTON, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No. 
2025-C-000051, located in HENRY District, 43.87 AC HAYES TWO RUN SUR, which was returned de-
linquent or nonentered in the name of LEGG HENSON ETUX, and was sold by the deputy commissioner 
of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on the April 21, 
2026. PATRICIA A. BOSTON requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or 
after December 1, 2026, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or before November 30, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with  $  482.61
interest, for tax year ticket number 2024 - 5336.
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2025- 5412. $ 385.42
Additional taxes with interest.   $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 209.40
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,
Secretary of State with interest.  $ 302.42
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.  $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,379.85
certified or personal check.

You may redeem at any time before November 30, 2026 by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you  may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate 
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate 
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand June 15, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections 

Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

Legal 3 col x 5”
0702 0709 0716 

(2025-C-000102 - Clay County - PATRICIA A. BOSTON)
To: HENSON LEGG, JUDY LEGG, JUDY LEGG, HENSON LEGG HEIRS AT LAW, JUDY LEGG 

HEIRS AT LAW, JUDY LEGG HEIRS AT LAW, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, suc-
cessors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-own-
ers, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have 
an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT  OTTER   MAP  18   PARCEL  0019 0003 0000
You will take notice that PATRICIA A. BOSTON, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No. 
2025-C-000102, located in OTTER District, 27.49 AC WTS OTTER & ELK SUR, which was returned 
delinquent or nonentered in the name of LEGG HENSON ETUX, and was sold by the deputy commissioner 
of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on the April 21, 2026. 
PATRICIA A. BOSTON requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after 
December 1, 2026, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount 
needed to redeem on or before November 30, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with  $  167.07
interest, for tax year ticket number 2024 - 10488.
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2025- 10635. $ 97.28
Additional taxes with interest.   $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 209.40
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,
Secretary of State with interest.  $ 305.30
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.  $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 779.05
certified or personal check.

You may redeem at any time before November 30, 2026 by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you  may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate 
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate 
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand June 15, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections 

Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568
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Legal 2 col x 8-1/4”
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, July 2, 2026
Claim Deadline: Monday, August 31, 2026
 APPOINTMENT DATE  05/29/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  CARL GENE ARNOLD
 EXECUTRIX  LORETTA JUNE HARTLEY
  2953 OSSIA ROAD
  DUCK WV 25063
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/11/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  GERALD WAYNE COLLINS
 ADMINISTRATRIX  BETTY JANE COLLINS 
  196 LITTLE ITALY ROAD
  IVYDALE WV 25113
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/11/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  PATSY ANN HORROCKS
 EXECUTRIX  CHRISTAL BROWN
  PO BOX 4
  DIXIE WV 25059
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/10/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  WANITA RUTH KOCH 
 CO EXECUTOR  CURTIS HENRY KOCH 
  PO BOX 201
  MAYSEL WV 25133
 CO EXECUTOR  ADDIE PEARL PALECEK 
  PO BOX 56
  MAYSEL WV 25133
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/12/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  JULIA ANN SCOTT
 ADMINISTRATOR  HAROLD WAYNE SCOTT JR 
  3766 PATTON CHAPEL ROAD
  LINCOLN AL 35096
 APPOINTMENT DATE  06/10/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  TYRUS HARTSEL STONE JR
 ADMINISTRATOR  COLTON BRENT GRAY
  414 HONEYSUCKLE LANE
  MT. LOOKOUT WV 26678
APPOINTMENT DATE  06/02/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  PAMELA G WOODS
 EXECUTRIX  TAMELA G. SAMPLES-CASEY
  1117 LONG SAM RD
  PROCIOUS WV 25164
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 06/26/2026
Sheila Stone
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street
Clay WV 25043-0190
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WE CAN HELP WITH
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Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-844-295-2840

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with 
other off ers. See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 
4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 
262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 
13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, 
VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285

Legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
0709

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, July 9, 2026
Claim Deadline: Monday, September 7, 2026
 ESTATE NUMBER 886
 APPOINTMENT DATE  07/01/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  DONALD R POWELL
 AFFIANT MICHAEL R POWELL
  1602 RAPTOR TERRACE NE
  BOLIVIA NC 28422
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Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees
Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been 

opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190, 
246 Main Street, Clay,  WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with 
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice 
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County 
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date 
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice, 
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate 
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will 
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested 
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause 
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, July 9, 2026
Claim Deadline: Monday, September 7, 2026
 ESTATE NUMBER 887
 APPOINTMENT DATE  07/01/2026
 ESTATE NAME:  RONDA L POWELL
 AFFIANT MICHAEL R POWELL
  1602 RAPTOR TERRACE NE
  BOLIVIA NC 28422

LEGAL

NOTICES
The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main 

Street in Clay is open to serve the public every Mon-
day and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Birch River PSD will hold its regular monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, July 14, at 9:00 am, at the PSD 
office in Birch River.

Attention Clay Panthers: The 60th Class Reunion 
for Class of 1966  will be held at the Clay Middle 
School on September 18th, from 4p.m. to 8:30pm, 
with dinner served at 5:30 p.m. Cost is $35 per per-
son. RSVP Judy Dobbins, 623 Paxton Rd. Procious, 
WV 25164.

Big Otter Baptist Church, 163 Ivydale Ridge Road, 
will be hosting Vacation Bible School themed Build-
ing on His Word, July 15, 16 and 17 at 6:00 P.M. each 
evening. Classes are for all ages, children and adults 
are welcome to attend.

Free male and female AKC registered Yorkshire 
Terrier puppies are ready to be rehomed. They are 
playful, affectionate, and will make wonderful com-
panions, if interested contact :  malyschristine65@
gmail.com
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More Than Just Paper and Ink.
We don’t just report the news; we live it 

alongside you. By sharing local stories told by 
local people, we create the local connections 
that turn a zip code into a home. When you 

read The Clay Free Press, you aren’t just staying 
informed—you’re keeping our community’s 

heart beating strong.

THE HEARTBEAT
Of Our

For generations, your local newspaper has shared 
the moments that matter most.

In print and online, your community’s stories live here.

Community.

LOCAL STORIES.
LOCAL PEOPLE.

LOCAL CONNECTIONS.

coordinates everything as-
sociated with trips to Ce-
dar Lakes, WV, March for 
States, and to nationalsin 
June.   Her hard work and 
dedicationare appreciated 
and do not go unnoticed.

Ms. Ramsey is the first 
person, however,to point 
out all the help she re-
ceives from the communi-
ty.She wants to sincerely 
thank the many businesses 
and individuals whosup-
port TSA and helped with 
the trip to Washington, 
DC, for the national con-
ference. They include 
CMI2, which donated 
$1,000 to the organization 
and 3D-printedfigures for 
various projects. 

Additionally, many 
friends and family do-
nated money, time and 
baked goods to support 
the team’seffort.   Ms. 
Ramsey wishes to thank 
everyone,including local 
businesses and commu-
nity members who helped 
make the team’s fundrais-
ers a success by sponsor-
ing students with the TSA 
logo fundraiser and pur-
chasing baked potato din-
ners and meat sticks.Ad-
ditionally, a special thank 
you goes to the chaperones 
who worked tirelessly  to 

help keep the kids safe 
while at the national con-
ference -Beth Gallaher, 
Luella Dancy, Lindsay 
Schoolcraft, Cassie Titus, 
Bobby Brown, Phil Dob-
bins, Barry Payton, and 
Randy Holcomb – and to 
the parents who traveled 
to Washington, D.C.,to 
support the kids.  

Finally, she wants to 
thank the Clay County 
School Board and school 

administratorsfor seeing 
the good that isthe TSAp-
rogram and for supporting 
the students and cheering 
on their successes.  She is 
extremely appreciative of 
all the support the teams 
have received this year 
and every year.We could 
not do it without you!

Congratulations to Ms. 
Ramsey and her TSA 
teams.  They represent the 
county well!

CCHS & CCMS TSA Chaperones - Cassie Titus, Beth Gallaher, Luella Dancy, Chapter 
Advisor Jessica Ramsey, Lindsay Schoolcraft, Bobby Brown, and Phil Dobbins.

Ariel Dobbins - WV State TSA President and National 
Treasurer Candidate.

TSA National Candidate Meet & Greet - Randy Holcomb, Ariel Dobbins, Barry Payton, 
Alex Holcomb, and Canaan Payton.

Gold Achievement Award Winners - Jaxon Brown, Liv Gilliland, Juliann Gallaher, Lil-
lian Starcher, and Presley Shamblin.

CLAY TSA
FROM PAGE 7 

Glenville State University 
Earns National Recognition for 
Preparing Future Elementary 

Teachers in the Science of Reading
Glenville, West Virginia—The under-

graduate elementary teacher preparation 
program at Glenville State University 
has earned an A from the National Coun-
cil on Teacher Quality (NCTQ) for how 
well they prepare future teachers to teach 
reading to elementary students.

The report, Teacher Prep Review: De-
coding Progress in Reading Preparation, 
published on June 9, spotlights Glenville 
State University for meeting the stan-
dards set by literacy experts for coverage 
of the most effective methods of reading 
instruction. Specifically, this means the 
program is preparing aspiring teachers 
in all five components of scientifically 
based reading instruction, including pho-
nemic awareness, phonics, fluency, com-
prehension, and vocabulary, and avoids 
many instructional practices that research 
has shown to be ineffective or counter-
productive for teaching children to read.

A child’s ability to read proficiently 
in the early grades shapes everything 
that comes next in school and in life, yet 
according to NAEP data, nearly half of 
fourth graders in West Virginia cannot 
read at a basic level. Teacher preparation 
is one of the most direct levers available 
to change that—but only if it is aligned to 
the research-based instructional methods 
that have been proven to help most stu-
dents become successful readers.

Glenville State University is part of 
a growing group of teacher preparation 
programs nationwide helping transform 
how future teachers are trained to teach 
reading.

“Glenville State University’s Teacher 

Education Department is honored that 
the Elementary Education K-6; Early 
Education PreK-K Teacher Education 
Program has earned an “A” letter grade 
from the National Council on Teacher 
Quality for preparing future teachers in 
the Science of Reading,” said Dean of 
Teacher Education and Professor Con-
nie Stout O’Dell. “Pre-service teachers 
majoring in Elementary Education K-6 
complete a series of reading courses fo-
cusing on the core components of scien-
tifically based reading instruction. They 
also participate in hands-on experiences 
in reading instruction in local elementary 
schools. Our university is appreciative of 
the partnerships we have with our local 
elementary schools. These partnerships 
allow for practical applications of read-
ing instruction for our pre-service teach-
ers. Glenville State University Teacher 
Education is pleased with NCTQ’s rec-
ognition and evaluation of its reading 
instruction for elementary education ma-
jors. It is exciting to be recognized for the 
work of our faculty and the content of our 
elementary reading courses.”

“Every child deserves a teacher who 
has been well prepared to teach reading, 
and every teacher deserves the opportu-
nity to enter the classroom ready to help 
students succeed,” said NCTQ President 
Heather Peske. “Across the country, 
many teacher preparation programs still 
do not fully align with the science of 
reading, but Glenville State University 
is demonstrating what strong preparation 
can look like.”
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