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Allen Hamrick

Knowledge is power and the use of that
powerful knowledge makes one unstop-
pable. Let’s face it, without some form
of evil, some trial in our lives or per-
haps a controversy, we tend to become
gentle-minded, thinking only about things
that are right in front of us. Life is a sin-
gle journey for all of us, and our ability
to adapt to circumstances is paramount.
The way we shape our life is the outcome
of all we do; sometimes the simplest of
means and our ordinary actions dictate
our wellness, not how much we have. We
tend to prosper as long as there are needi-
ness and destitution barking at our heels.
We stimulate our communities through
necessity because then it becomes sur-
vival. That survival takes away fear and
instills the human desire for living no
matter what the foe.

Many of those that lived when need
was overtaken by labor and invention
have already gone on. Those with soft
hands and lack of preparation are more
likely to perish under the weight of suffer-
ing, distress, difficulty, and worry. Those
that have work-hardened hands and skills
often have more than the richest when life
goes off track. Essential skills must be
learned and, along with action, can save
us from ourselves - the proverbial mak-
ing of a silk purse from a sow’s ear, so
to speak. Skills in gardening and hunt-
ing and preparation with bug out bags
and survival packs can be basic essentials
for survival. Our ancestors knew how to
face adversity head on and deep down, so
do we. We need shelter, water, fire, and
food; beyond that it is icing. In times of
need, keeping up with those basics can be
a 24 hour a day job.

We can master many of the skills
needed for bush crafting and homestead-
ing. Making your own knife requires
tools - safety glasses, a hacksaw, an angle
grinder, metal files, sandpaper, a small
drill press or brace and bit, some form
of vise and a whetstone. If you’re going
to use a forge, then it gets a little more
complicated. You will also need metal
to construct your knife. Recycled bull
saws from a large mill are a good metal
for making tough knives for survival and
camping. Also, the band saw on the mill
itself is great for paring knives and butch-

Making your own tools and knives is a
good skill to have. Allen Hamrick photo.

er knives. Car springs and old horse rasps
are great for forging knives as well as high
carbon railroad spikes. If you’re interest-
ed, get with someone who knows the pro-
cess and get started on making your own.

Knot tying has always been an essential
skill that everyone should have. Knowing
how to tie different knots can save lives
in perilous situations, but you must know
how to tie them properly for them to be
dependable and usable. Useful knots in-
clude the square knot, the clove hitch, the
bowline, the figure eight, two half hitches,
the taut line hitch, the double fisherman’s
knot, prusik knot, alpine knot and butter-
fly knot. There are literally hundreds of
knots, and learning to tie them can be a
lot of fun and prove to be very useful in
many of life’s situations.

Primitive trapping is an almost forgot-
ten skill that has largely been swept under
the rug but can be useful information. You
may never need it but ... Two of the most
used traps in the day were the trail snare
and the figure four. Both, if used properly,
will help provide food in a survival situ-
ation. I remember my dad talking about
using the figure four to catch game when
the family was running low on food dur-
ing his childhood years. In preparing to
be able to handle the unexpected, hon-
ing your skills never gets dull. You never
know when they may come in handy.

Gardening and preserving foods are
vital knowledge that seem to be making
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Two hand crafted knives, one made from
a bull saw and the other a hammered out
of a horse rasp. Allen Hamrick photo.

a comeback. Being able to preserve the
food you grow and harvest along with
knowing exactly what is in it can be very
rewarding as well as tasty. The truth is
that practicing these survival skills when
times are quiet and calm will prepare you
for the difficult times. Even if you are
well off and have need of nothing, these
are good to know. The older generation
lived by the mantra of being able to take

It’s always good to have a sufficient supply
of firewood due to its many uses. Allen
Hamrick photo.

care of themselves, and we must embrace
the idea that our future depends on us.
Society needs to get back to believing
that we are part of nature and the natu-
ral world and not its enemy. Let’s walk
with a positive impact and welcome the
opportunities.

Boots in the Gorge country music festival at Ace Adventure Resort

By Chris Colin

For ACE Adventure Resort

Oak Hill — Country music fans from
across the region are invited to ACE Adven-
ture Resort this weekend as the inaugural
Boots in the Gorge Country Music Festival
takes over the mountaintop Friday, July 31
& Saturday, August 1.

The two-day festival features an excit-
ing lineup of country music stars, including
Clint Black, Josh Turner, Confederate Rail-
road, Tigirlily Gold, CieraTheRapper, Sadie
Bass, Spencer Hatcher, Noah West, Nathan
Bess, and Colton Bowlin, all set against the
stunning backdrop of the New River Gorge.

“This is an exciting weekend for us,” said
Chris Colin, Event Coordinator for ACE
Adventure Resort. “After more than a de-
cade of hosting live music festivals and spe-
cial events at the resort, Boots in the Gorge
represents an opportunity to introduce an
entirely new genre of music to ACE. We’re
thrilled to welcome country music fans to
experience everything our resort has to of-
fer, and we hope this festival attracts a whole
new audience to our event series.”

Weekend passes and single-day tickets
are still available. Guests who purchase tick-
ets in advance will save off the gate price,
and weekend passes include complimentary
camping at ACE Adventure Resort, allow-
ing festivalgoers to stay just steps from the
concert grounds.

In addition to two days of live country

music, guests can enjoy the many amenities
and adventures available throughout ACE
Adventure Resort, including whitewater
rafting, ziplining, hiking, mountain biking,
lake activities, dining, and more.

Fans are encouraged to purchase tickets
before arriving to take advantage of ad-
vance pricing and secure their spot for one
of Southern West Virginia’s newest summer
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music traditions.

Graphic Provided by Ace Adventure Re-
sort

For tickets, festival information, and the
complete lineup, visit BootsInTheGorge.
com.

About ACE Adventure Resort

Located in the New River Gorge region
of West Virginia, ACE Adventure Resort is a

premier outdoor destination offering world-
class whitewater rafting, adventure activi-
ties, lodging, dining, and events. Situated
on 1,500 acres of scenic wild and wonder-
ful landscape, ACE combines adrenaline-
pumping experiences with mountaintop re-
laxation, welcoming guests from across the
country to explore the best of the New River
Gorge National Park and Preserve.
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Rachelle Dawn Dufield Benjamin Joel Cruickshanks IT April Dawn Mckown Darryl Wayne Flint II

Jeffery Earnest Mollohan Harley David Webb
Booked 7/26/2026 Booked 7/26/2026 Booked 7/26/2026 Booked 7/21/2026 Booked 7/25/2026 Booked 7/20/2026
Grand Larceny, Receive/ Grand Larceny, Receive/ Grand Larceny, Destruction Bond Violation Strangulation, Domestic Crashes Involving Death or

Transfer Stolen Property,
Conspiracy to Commit a
Felony, Destruction of
Property

Transfer Stolen Property,
Conspiracy to Commit a
Felony, Destruction of
Property

of Property, Receive/ Trans-
fer Stolen Property, Conspir-
acy to Commit a Felony

Battery, Fleeing From Of-
ficer, Obstructing an Officer,
Destruction of Property

Like us on

Personal Injuries; Erin’s Law

Larry Nathan Shepard 11

Everette Kurtis Meadows

a%%oked 7/25/2026
Fraudulent Vehicle Registra-
tion, DrivingI\II{evoked or DUI

3rd Oftense, No Operators, No
Insurance, Defective Equip-

ment, No Seat Belt, Possession

of a Controlled Substance, No

Darrell Henry Walters
Booked 7/25/2026
Trespassing, Disorderly
Conduct, Destruction of
Property

Booked 7/24/2026
Domestic Assault, Trespass-
ing, Destruction of Property

O

Facebook

Motor Vehicle Inspection
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The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps. No prescriptions.

to get your 45-day
risk free trial.

Call 866-327-9323

Revolutionary technology with touchscreen control.
Hearing modes for any environment.

Multiple models to choose from.

Portable charging case.

48-hour battery life. AtO m X
UV cleaning.

Background noise
cancellation.

45-day risk free trial.
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SBA Mid-Atlantic Region
Matchmaker Prep Series
Launches August 4

Mid-Atlantic Matchmaker Prep Series Held in Fair-
mont with Virtual Option

Fairmont, WV — The U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration’s Mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator Jim
Spencer, with the West Virginia District Office, invite
entrepreneurs, businesses, and manufacturers to attend
no-cost Matchmaker Prep Sessions and learn to prepare
for competitive contracting opportunities.

The Matchmaker Prep Sessions are offered weekly
from 11 am to 12 pm as a hybrid (in-person and virtual)
series for entreprencurs throughout West Virginia.

Attendees can choose to participate in person at Rob-
ert H. Mollohan Research Center at 1000 Galliher Dr,
Fairmont WV or join virtually. Participants can register
for any of the four sessions or for the entire series at
wvcapabilitystatement.eventbrite.com.

S1: Thursday, August 4 - Build a Capability Statement
to Open Doors

S2: Thursday, August 11 - Know Your Market, Win
the Contract

S3: Thursday, August 18 - Pitch Like a Pro - From
Nervous to Notable

S4: Thursday, August 25 - Small Business Panel:
Maximizing Business Opportunities

“Opportunity should be accessible — not reserved for
a select few,” said Mid-Atlantic Regional Administrator
Jim Spencer. “Opportunity, however, must be matched
with preparation. Success requires businesses to be in-
formed, confident, and ready to compete. That is why [
encourage small businesses to participate in the Mid-At-
lantic Matchmaker Prep Series and position themselves
for success — measurable success.”

Eastern Enrolling Students for New
Artificial Intelligence Certificate
Program Beginning This Fall

Eastern West Virginia Community & Technical Col-
lege (Eastern) is enrolling students for its new Artificial
Intelligence Certificate in Applied Science program,
which begins in the fall 2026 semester. The certificate
is West Virginia’s first undergraduate Al certificate pro-
gram.

Eastern was awarded a $169,440 Technical Program
Development Grant from the West Virginia Coun-
cil for Community and Technical College Education
(WVCCTCE) last August to develop the curriculum,
which has since received approval from both the state
and the Higher Learning Commission. The program
moves from vision to reality this fall under the lead-
ership of Eastern President Dr. Thomas Striplin, who
championed it from its inception.

The fully online, 30-credit-hour certificate is a one-
year program. Upon completion, students will be
equipped to use Al ethically, write Python programs us-

ing libraries such as NumPy and Pandas, apply machine
learning algorithms, and efficiently leverage Al across
various industries. Classes will be taught by Deepak
Mehra, Ph.D., who was hired by Eastern to develop and
instruct the program.

“Every industry needs people who understand Al”
Mehra said. “In one year, our students go from their first
line of Python to building machine learning models and
pitching real Al solutions to business audiences — prac-
tical skills employers are hiring for right now.”

Eastern offers in-state tuition rates to out-of-state stu-
dents enrolled in fully online programs. Tuition for the
Al program is $193 per credit hour. Additionally, East-
ern’s Workforce Education department will introduce a
stackable micro-credential in artificial intelligence de-
signed to run alongside the credit-bearing program.

To learn more about the program, visit easternwv.edu/
artificial-intelligence/.

Donate Your Vehicle

. Call (888) 964-4167 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

How it Works:
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1. Contact Us
Call (888) 964-4167
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2. Schedule Pickup
We'll pick up your vehicle
for FREE - at a time and
place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for
a tax deduction.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
m Free Pickup & Towing.
m Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167

—
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—
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While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.

s22 Veterans
CrisisLine

DIAL 988 then PRESS @
*

This resource provides immediate, free
and confidential support from a qualified
responder, many of whom are
Veterans themselves for Veterans
and their loved ones.

@ Chat Online
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Goodbye Clogged Guttets
Upgrade your gutters this summer! \_/

LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Off

Save up-to*

35%

+ Free gutter inspection, quote
good for1year  Promo code: 285

Call 1-844-295-2840
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The Life You Put
Into Them

Joe Mazzella

Getting older is a funny thing. When I was a teen-
ager I would lift weights in the morning, jog 2 %
miles to the local swimming pool, and then swim the
rest of the afternoon. Well the other night I slept the
tiniest bit crooked and woke up with my entire back
twisted into one, gigantic knot.

As I near my 60th birthday it’s become clear to me
that my body is starting to feel like an old car that I
am trying to keep running without any replacement
parts. Each year it seems to get a little more rusted
and broken down and I know it isn’t going to last for-
ever. My soul may be eternal but this pile of flesh and
bones carrying it around certainly is not.

I also recently realized that I am now almost 5 years
older than my Mom was when she died from Cancer
at only 55 years old. It never seemed fair to me that
she passed away so young. She was such a good per-
son. She shared more loving-kindness in her brief
life here than I could ever share in mine. I still miss
her every single day. But in the quiet moments I can
still feel her love deep inside my heart. And I know
that one day I will see her again in a place of never-
ending love, joy, and light.

Thinking of my Mom made me see something too:
It isn’t the number of years you live here that are
important, it is the life you put into them. It isn’t
the strength of your body that’s important, it is the
strength of your Love. God Loves us and God put us
here to love each other. God put us here to do good,
be kind, share smiles, and spread joy. God put us here
to laugh, sing, dance, create, help others, and make
this world a better place. It doesn’t matter if you live
5, 55, or 105 years. The only thing that matters is
that you LIVE! The only thing that matters is that
you LOVE!

Home Country

Slim Randles

“Now that’s the job I want,” said Steve, putting
down the paper. “A guy could really sink his teeth
into something like that.”

Doc looked up from his coffee. “Didn’t know you
were looking for work, Steve. Cowboying not work-
ing out for you?”

“It isn’t that,” said the cowboy/farrier, “it’s just
that a guy should always keep his eyes open so as not
to miss an opportunity to better himself. That’s why
I’m so interested in becoming a chicken ranger.”

“A what?”

“He said a chicken ranger, Doc,” said Bert, “but I
never heard of one.”

“Scoff if you must, friends,” said Steve with a
flourish, “but right here in the pages of our own glo-
rious newspaper, the Valley Weekly Miracle, comes
one of the best ideas for a job I’ve ever heard of. It
seems if your chickens run around loose, you get
more money for their eggs. No. Seriously. Look at
this ad. The store says they are from certified free-
ranging chickens. Got it stamped right on every free-
ranging egg.”

“Heard about that,” Doc said, nodding. “It’s not
that the eggs are better, but it makes you feel better
about eating an egg from a happy hen, ‘cause she can
run around and peck on other hens and get pecked on
rather than be caged.”

“And therein lies my new job, gentlemen,” Steve
said. “Someone has to make sure those are happy, un-
fettered, free-ranging manufacturers of cackleberries,
and I’m just the guy to get ‘er done.”

Bert, who takes his charter membership in the
Mule Barn truck stop’s philosophy counter and world
dilemma think tank very seriously, said, “Doesn’t
sound like much work to me.”

“Each egg has to be certified,” Steve explained.
“Gotta be a chicken ranger there to certify those hens
didn’t bunch up in a corner somewhere, right? So I’ll
be sitting there on my horse, keeping an eye on the
girls...”

“On your horse?”

“Of course,” Steve said. “If you can’t do a job
horseback it ain’t worth doing. Don’t you know afoot
are the two saddest words in the English language?”

Brought to you by “Whimsy Castle,” my most re-
cent novel. Available online at Amazon.com.
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I Found Another Button To Push

Dr. James Snyder

Life has its many experiences. I’m about to hit num-
ber 75 this month, a big experience for me.

I’'m not sure how to celebrate my 75th birthday, es-
pecially since I’ve done just about everything, so no 75
candles on my cake.

The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage’s birthday is
two days after mine. Also, she’s two years older than
me, but you didn’t hear me say that.

When we go across town for any business, we always
take The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage’s Sissy
Van. After all, she does not like riding in my truck. Also,
she prefers to sit behind the steering wheel. I don’t like
to sit there because it takes me almost an hour to get in
behind that wheel. I don’t know if the Sissy Van is too
small or if I’m just too big.

Personally, I don’t mind her driving her Sissy Van. I
can barely get into the passenger side, but I do. Every
time I ride in the Sissy Van, I learn to appreciate my
truck all the more.

My truck is a man’s vehicle. I enjoy getting behind
the steering wheel and drive around town. It’s my way
of exercising my manhood.

The Sissy Van is a completely different situation. I’ve
been riding with The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age for several years now, and I hope it will be a lot
more years ahead.

Almost a month ago, I had one of those “moments.” I
don’t often get “moments” like this, but when I do, I like
to take advantage of it.

Over the years of riding in the Sissy Van, I have dis-
covered certain “buttons” to push. It took me a long time
to discover this, but once I did, it made riding that much
more pleasant for me.

I have always enjoyed figuring out certain “buttons”
to push on the people around me. I’ve always got a kick
out of that, and there have been times I have gotten into
trouble. But the trouble has always been worth it in my
opinion.

As we were driving across town, I started pushing
those “buttons.”

Coming to a traffic light that had just turned red I said,
“The light is red and you need to stop.”

The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage just looked
at me after we had come to a stop at the red light. It was
all I could do to keep from laughing. But I managed it.

When the light turned green, I said to her, “The light
is green and you need to get going.”

All T heard from the other side was a deep sigh. I'm
not sure how I’'m going to be able to keep from laugh-

ing, but ’'m going to work on it as long as I can.

We were going across town to celebrate our birthday
at a restaurant.

When we left the restaurant, we were going to a store
for The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage to purchase
some supplies for her craft room. We stopped at a red
light, and a lady was crossing the road, and I said, “Oh,
my dear, don’t hit that lady.”

There is a deep sigh going on on the other side of the
front seat.

After the stoplight, we were to turn left. So as the light
turned green, I said, “You need to turn left right here.”

The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage didn’t say
anything at that time, but I knew that marbles were roll-
ing in her head. I sure do love pushing buttons.

When she got back from the store and got into the Sis-
sy Van, and before she turned the engine on, she looked
at me and said, “Are you having a crazy episode?”

Looking at her, I calmly said, “I don’t know what
you’re talking about.”

“Oh, yes you do. And if you want me to drive home
you’re gonna have to let me do the driving.”

It was then that I lost control and started laughing. As
I looked at her, I noticed that she was not laughing.

“I'm sorry,” I said, “I was just having a little bit of
fun.”

Looking at me, she replied, “You may think it’s fun
but you don’t see me laughing, do you?”

She started the engine up, and we left the parking lot
and headed home. Whenever she came to a traffic light
to stop, she would look at me with one of her looks and
say, “Don’t say a word.”

It was all I could do to keep from laughing. I found
new buttons to push, and I’m happy about it.

While I was thinking about this, a Bible verse came
to mind.

“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

Thinking of this scripture challenged me to use my
time uplifting the people around me instead of pushing
their “buttons”. To encourage someone in his or her life
is probably the most important thing I can do. I may be
the only person that can do that in someone’s life. I'm
going to focus on that for the rest of my life.

My focus will be finding the encouragement “but-
tons.” I may be the only person in their life who can
push that “button”.

West Virginians impacted by last Tuesday’s
flash flooding can report debris blockages to
their local conservation district

CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- West Virginia residents im-
pacted by last Tuesday’s flash flooding may contact their
local conservation district to report debris blockages in
streams.

Last Tuesday Governor Patrick Morrisey declared a
state of emergency for all 55 counties following severe
weather that resulted in flash flooding, landslides, road
closures and other dangerous conditions.

WVCA technicians have been deployed to assess the
extent of flood-related debris blockages and damages
and provide assistance to affected residents.

Residents may be eligible for Emergency Watershed
Protection (EWP) program assistance.

Each county affected is within a specific conservation
district. Residents should contact their specific conser-
vation district to report a debris blockage.

» Barbour, Randolph, Taylor, Tucker and Upshur

counties are in the Tygarts Valley Conservation District,
which can be reached at: (304) 457-3026.

* Berkeley, Jefferson and Morgan counties are within
the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District, which can
be reached at: (304) 263-4376.

* Boone, Cabell, Lincoln, Logan, Mingo and Wayne
counties are within the Guyan Conservation District,
which can be reached at: (304) 528-5718.

* Braxton, Clay, Nicholas and Webster counties are
within the Elk Conservation District, which can be
reached at: (304) 765-2535.

* Brooke, Hancock, Marshall and Ohio counties are
within the Northern Panhandle Conservation District,
which can be reached at: (304) 238-1231.

 Calhoun, Ritchie, Roane, Wirt and Wood counties
are within the Little Kanawha Conservation District,
which can be reached at: (304) 422-9088.

Starting a business? These US states
offer the best chance of lasting, with
West Virginia landing in second place

West Virginia and Pennsylvania share the second-high-
est rate in a new business longevity study, with 55.9% of
establishments surviving five years in the Mountain State.

The first year is often treated as the biggest test for a
new business, but surviving the initial launch does not
necessarily mean an establishment will remain open over
the longer term.

Location can also shape the environment in which a
business develops. Although online companies may sell
to customers across the country, hiring, premises, logis-
tics, and access to local business networks can still de-
pend heavily on where they are based.

With this in mind, a new study by ecommerce experts
Build Your Store compared all 50 US states to identify
where new employer establishments have the strongest
chances of remaining active five years after opening.

The research used Business Employment Dynamics

data from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics. It combined
establishments that opened in 2018, 2019 and 2020, then
measured how many remained active five years later.

West Virginia and Pennsylvania share second place,
with both states recording a five-year survival rate of
55.9%. West Virginia’s result covers 8,364 establish-
ments across the three five-year opening groups. Its one-
year survival rate stands at 76.3%, while 38% of estab-
lishments from the 2015 group were still active after a
decade.

Pennsylvania’s result is based on a much larger co-
hort of 64,353 opening establishments. It performs more
strongly during the first year, with a survival rate of
78.8%, although its ten-year figure is lower at 36.4%.

The tie places both states ahead of major business mar-
kets including California, Texas, New York and Florida
for establishments reaching their fifth anniversary.

OBITUARY

Franklin Elliott

Franklin Jennings ElI-
liott went home to be with
his Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ on July 23, 2026.
Born on December 27,
1951. He was preceded
in death by his parents
George and Jewel, sister
Pam and brother Kevin.
Surviving are his be-

loved wife of 55 years
Joyce, beloved daughter
Amy, son Jennings (Nel-
lie), grandsons Isaiah
(Mandy), Luke, Levi,
Daniel, Josiah, Micah,
granddaughter ~ Willow,
and soon to be born great-
grandson Archer Jennings.
Frank was a retired coal
miner and enjoyed hunt-
ing and fishing. To say

he liked to fish was an
understatement. He was
a member of Bell Creek
Missionary Baptist Church
in Dixie.

Funeral Service was
held at 12:00 pm, Monday,
July 27, 2026, at Penning-
ton Smith Funeral Home,
Gauley Bridge, WV, Visi-
tation was one hour prior to
the service from 11:00 am

to 12:00 pm with Delbert
Walker officiating. Burial
will follow in the Elliott
Cemetery, Lizemores, WV.

Online condolences
may be sent to the family
at www.carlwilsonfuneral-
home.com

Pennington Smith Fu-
neral Home is honored to
be serving the Elliott fam-

ily.
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West Yirginia History

July 31, 1932: Ac-

tor Theodore Crawford
“Ted” Cassidy was born
in Pittsburgh but was
raised in Philippi. He
was best known for his
role as Lurch on The Ad-
dams Family.

Aug. 1, 1921: Bald-
win-Felts detectives
shot and killed Sid
Hatfield and Ed Cham-
bers as they approached
the McDowell County
Courthouse in Welch.
As Matewan’s police
chief, Hatfield had as-
sisted the United Mine
Workers’ campaign to
organize Tug Fork min-
ers. The assassinations

HOCUS-FOCUS

set in motion an armed
miners’ march ending

with the Battle of Blair
Mountain.

Aug. 1, 1940: Justice
Franklin Cleckley was
born in Huntington. In
1994, he became the
first Black justice to
serve on the West Vir-
ginia Supreme
The Supreme Court once
referred to Cleckley’s
handbooks on evidence
and criminal procedure
as “the bible for West

Court.
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HENRY BOLTINOFF
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Find at least six differences in details between panels.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢

€ Moderate @ @ Challenging
¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Virginia’s judges and at-
torneys.”

Aug. 2, 2009: Golf-
ers Sam Snead and Bill

Campbell became the

first two inductees into
the West Virginia Golf
Hall of Fame.

stroyed much of down-
town Lewisburg. The
town rebuilt and evolved
in the next century into
the hub of one of the
state’s major farming ar-
eas and a center for edu-
cation and the arts.

of Representatives for
32 years.

Aug. 4, 1824: John
Jay Jackson Ir.
born near Parkersburg.
Jackson was a promi-
nent judge who became
notorious among those
trying to organize labor
unions in West Virginia.
He blocked an effort by
Mother Jones and Unit-
ed Mine Workers leaders
to organize the miners of
northern West Virginia.

was

vocalists and songwrit-
ers during the 1930s.

Aug. 4, 1930: Lewis-
burg set the record for
the state’s hottest tem-
perature ever: 112. Six
years later, Martinsburg
would tie it.

Aug. 5, 1958: Jen-
nings Randolph de-
feated former governor
William Marland in the
Democratic primary for
U.S. Senate. Randolph
soon became the senior
senator from West Vir-
ginia and served for 26

Aug. 3, 1897: Fire de-

Aug. 3, 1907: Harley
Orrin Staggers Sr. was
born in Keyser. Staggers
served in the U.S. House

Aug. 4, 1897: Musi-
cian William Jennings
“Billy” Cox was born

near Charleston.
known as the
ranked

Songbird,”
one of West

premier country music

Cox,
“Dixie
as
Virginia’s

years.
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20 Larynx locale 65 Is completely 117 81-Down 9 “Honest” prez sulking 96 “The Fisher
21 Tango cousin harmless download 10 Golfing goal 52 Puritanical King” actress
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period of time Peru 121 Sinus-probing host Diane 59 Fielder 101 French for
26 Angry feeling 79 Some dark doc 13 Domains Roush “king”
27 Prefix with breads 122 Having paid 14 Hand-reading 61 Well-muscled 103 Squid’s
chic or tour 80 Exactly even to be freed fortuneteller 62 “| say!” sayer squirt
29 Papas’ mates division from custody 15 Ob- — 64 Russian “no” 104 Act
30 Grafton’s “— 83 Brilliant feat 128 Old dog star (delivery 66 Cubes in litigiously
for Evidence” 85 Med. scan in 131 Not reactive docs) miso soup 107 Climbed up
31 Video game alarge tube 132 Luminosity 16 Time delay 67 Give it a 109 City in west
in which 86 Pesto herbs 133 Expunges 17 “No kidding?” whirl Texas
players ride 87 Mythical twin 134 Pack-carrying 18 Broth made 68 Dual radio 110 Having more
in skateparks of Pollux beasts by stewing designation climbing
and splash 91 They go 135 Stopped from 19 Vast periods 69 Decent plants
color around with oohs wobbling 25 Old breakfast 70 Indy circuits 111 Best-suited
38 Use a pew 95 Two after 136 What the cereal brand 71 Off-the-cuff 114 Anwar with a
39 “Dino” star uno last words 28 Things rolling 72 “Ta-dal” Peace Nobel
Mineo 97 Cove’s of eight key in the aisle 73 Dilettantish 116 Greased up
40 Filmmaker cousin answers in 32 Hankering 77 Prefix with 117 Opera tune
Perry 98 Portable boat this puzzle 33 Mine find pet or punk 118 Butter slices
41 Feature of a engine are slangy 34 |IRA choices 78 D.C.’s home 119 Lymph
carrot-top 102 Literary synonyms of 35 “So that’s 81 Apple tablet bump
43 Views more Leon your game!” 82 In shape 123 Sooner than,
text, perhaps 105 Covert DOWN 36 Lummoxes 83 Trendy in poetry
46 Salamander movement 1 Not lenient 37 Mambo great 84 Speechifiers 124 Actress
48 Make distress 106 Like fatty 2 Sundae Puente 87 Bus. entities Vardalos
less painful tissue topper 39 Japanese 88 Devices 125 Sinful
50 Hype (up) 108 New, in ltaly 3 Difficult noodle reproducing 126 Folk rocker
53 Volcanic stuff 112 Atop, to experience 42 Match arbiter signatures DiFranco
55 Large couch bards 4 Bathroom, 44 Kinfolk: Abbr. 89 Spires 127 Cola cubes
56 Funnywoman 113 Yiddish cries in Bristol 45 Stockholm is 90 Ski lift type 129 Exist
Boosler of lament 5 “Dapper” guy its cap. 92 Org. for docs 130 Devitalize
1 2 3 8 9 10 (11 (12 |13 |14 15 (16 [17 |18 |19
20 22
23
26
i H
40 45

‘penesel syybul ||y "ou| ‘e1esIpuAg seiniee4 Buy 92020

Puzzle Answers Page 2



AESAWING
mad
SURFACING

i

—

-

The peopie who think alike

should vote alike.

/ RED ASH COAL
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THE WIDEN NEWS

“DUNDON*

thinks very much.

Where all think alike, no one

March 1957

| Red and White Review

EDITOR. .....
"ASSISTANT EDITOR .....

CLASS AND OFFICE EDITOR ...........

CLUB EPITOR .........
'SPORTS EDITOR

Essence of Easter:

Easter again meets us this year,
I’s time for the, famed Easter
frock and- the alltime favorite
Easter egg hunt.

But, let’s look at Baster as it
was originally meant.to be. God's
only son, Jesus Christ, was sent to
the earth as .z savior for all of us.
On Good, Friday, before Easter, He
was hung on a dogwood cross
where He stayed until the life left
His body. Jesus was buried in a
cave, and the mouth of the cave
closed by a huge stone. He had
told His disciples He would rise
from the dead in three days. On
the third day, Easter Sunday,
when Mary went to the grave she
found it empty. R

Jesus - had . accomplished His
‘mission—He died for our sins. He
made an unselfish decision so that
we might better our lives, We
should, on this Easter Sunday,
pay a more sincere and heartfelt
thanks €0 Him who gave His life
for us.

Widen School Students

Spelling Improves -

In addition to trying to improve
reading in the Widen School, we
are also making every effort to
improve students’ spelling. Usual-
ly 2 good reader is a good speller
@and Vice Versa; spelling and read-
ing are closely related to each
other.

This year the teachers of grade
5 through B8 inclusion are going
to pick a champion from each of
their rooms on April 15. On April
16 those people selected will par-
ticipate in our elimination con-
test which is conducted by the
school principal to determine the
school champion. The Clay County
Principal Association is sponsor-
ing a county wide spelling contest

...................

...............

......

. Judy Shaffer
David Wilson .
Rosa Gibson
» Pete Gibson
Charles Sigman
Betly Sigman

..................

...........

.......

......... Fr e e ey

Judy Shaffer, Victor Frame, Rosa Gibson

Pete Gibson, Ruby Rapp

on April 1 at 9 am. in the Clay
High School, Our school champion
as well as others from the differ-
ent elementary schools of the
county will also fake part to find
out Who the county winper is go-
ing fo be. .,

Prizes in the county level offer-
ed by the Principals Association
are: First pllace: a $25 United
States Saving Bond; second place,
$15 cash; third place, $10; and
fourth; $5. Prizes on the Ioecal
level will be given by the Widen
school’s P.T.A. and they are first
place winner $5, second, third,
and fourth place winner $1.00
each,

Certificates are also to be a-
warded to each room winner and
the school champion.

The teachers and students in-
volved in this spelling program
have been putting forth an effort
during the school term. We should
hope to see considerable improve-
ment in the students’ spelling,.

ngh School Teen Poll

Most Popular Boy—Dave Ham-
rick ) : : ’
Most Popular ' Girl.— Judy La
Corte ; . g

Prettiest Girl-—Carolene Miller

Best Looking: Boy—Gary Craft

Best Boy Student—Dave Ham-
fek. . s o<

Best Girl -Student—Ruby Lee
Rapp = g

Best RBovy Athlete—Dave Ham-
rick '

Best Girl Athlete~—Carol HNeal
Wittiest Boy—Bob Miller
Wittiest Girl—Erie Belle Gibson
Most Courteous Boy .— Charles
Barrett _
Most Courteous Girl — Naney
Best Boy Darncer—Jim Manning
Best Girl Dancer—(Tied) Mary
Hamrick and Dawne Backus
Prettiest Smile—Lora Lou Wil-
son :

- Best Al Around Boy—Dave
Hamrick .

Best AO Around Girl—Judy La
Corte .

Most Ambitious Boy — Dave
‘Most Ambitious Girl-—-Carolene
Miller _ ‘

Most Talkative Boy — Ronald
Conner

_Most Talkative Girl — Karen
Mick.
" Most Talented Boy—Dave Ham-
rick ’

Most Talented Girl
Backus’ ,

Neatest Boy—{Tied) Dave Shaf-
fer, Gary Craft, Dave Wilson, Kyla

- Dawne

. Barnette

Neatest Girl—Naney Mcl_\_dillian

March Birthdays

Grade School
Patsy Adkins 13
Shelia. Boggs 24
Frankie Donohue 3
James Dorsey ' 23
Molly Dorsey 22
Elizabeth Gibson 21
Herby Gibson 19
Bonita King 27
David Marple 12
Sandra Miller * i9
Mike Morris 26
Lynn Kay Mullins 1
Douglas Rinehart 10
Carol Workman 24
Daniel Wood - 18

High- School ’
Kyle Barnette 14
Roger Baughman 16

Cerita Bego 8

Selena Bego 14
Jo Ann Brown 8
Raymond Dodrill 1
Juanita Forte 6
Joyce Houghton 30
Harold Johnson 18
Marylen Lewis ~ G
Betty Windon 10
Karen Woods 13
Joe Woods 22

31

Berbara Toung

“"The ffigh School Class Tourna-
ments will be held April 7 through
14 at the Community Bu{lding——
Coach Stover will officiate.

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-
327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-844-592-5113

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details!

1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258
INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT,
RV AND MORE TO SUPPORT OUR
VETERANS! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-888-964-4167 today

REPAIRING OR REPLACING APPLI-
ANCES AND HOME SYSTEMS LIKE
HEATING AND COOLING CAN BE
COSTLY. A home warranty plan can
help. Start saving and get 30% off any
plan today. Workmanship Guarantee in-
cluded. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home
Services 1-855-968-0741

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a
new, custom bath or shower in as little
as one day. For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.)

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUNDATION
REPAIR AND BASEMENT WATER-
PROOFING EXPERTS. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or concrete slab we’'ll
guide you on the right path to a healthy
home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free consultation.
1-833-974-2676

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not just a gen-
erator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED

LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUTTERS.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-844-295-
2840 to schedule a FREE inspection and
no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided tours
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accommodations,
transportation, baggage handling, sight-
seeing, entrance fees, a professional
Tour Director and select meals. For a
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call
YMT today. 1-833-649-1532

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

ASSOCIATION « SERVICES « FOUNDATION

\ Piess|

Girl: - :
I think that ¥ shall never see
A girl quite as cute as she,

Who wears her hair in short brown
curls ‘ ’
And you can find her with
‘Sophomeore girls. ’

She’s  a great Connie Francis fan;
.She sings “My Happiness” again
and again.

She’s 98 pounds and full of joy,
And for her, there is no steady
boy.

Boy:

-Now, listen my students and

" 'shali hear

The description of a boy close
here. '

you

This handsome young man has
preity black hair,

He sings of a “Lonesome ‘Town”,
but where?

He was born in September of 1944.
Any girl would be happy tosee
him at her door. -

His brown eyes attract girls both
far and near, :

And in everything he's opposite
the rear. "

He is a member of the Freshman
class, W
And you better guess now ‘cause

this is the last.

Mystery students for last month
were Barbara Eagle and Bob Mil-
ler, ' :

ETESS
ity eicions dpple’ ) S [[ER

newspaper online

*
Visit

claycountyfreepress.com

and receive
much more!

State & National News

14 additional
newspapers
in WV & VA

Over 40 editors,
reporters & writers
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LEGAL

(2025-C-000145 - CLAY COUNTY - DANNY W COCHRAN AND ARMSTRONG)

To: GARY J TANNER, WANDA J TANNER, JENNY L TANNER, JULIE A TANNER, JANET L
FITZWATER, JOSEPH TANNER, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns,
all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties
having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest in the
subject property.

DISTRICT PLEASANT MAP 14 PARCEL 0004 0000 0000
You will take notice that DANNY W COCHRAN AND ARMSTRONG, the purchaser of the following real
estate, Cert. No. 2025-C-000145, located in PLEASANT District, 102.55 AC BIG SYCAMORE SUR,
which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name of TANNER KATHLEEN EST, and was sold by
the deputy commissioner of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent
taxes on the April 21, 2026. DANNY W COCHRAN AND ARMSTRONG requests that you be notified a
deed for such real estate will be made on or after January 1, 2027, as provided by law, unless before that
day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before December 31, 2026 will be
as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with $  398.84
interest, for tax year ticket number 2024 - 15839.

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2025 - 15978. $  308.50
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $  209.95
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,

Secretary of State with interest. $  828.92
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,746.21

certified or personal check.
You may redeem at any time before December 31, 2026, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand July 16, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia
Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections
Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

LEGAL

Legal 3 col x 5-1/4”
0723 0730 0806

(2025-C-000192 - CLAY COUNTY - ABRAHAM OSBORNE)

To: KENNETH E NOTTINGHAM, HEIRS OR ASSIGNS, HEIRS OF KENNETH NOTTINGHAM,
STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, KENNETH NOTTINGHAM, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, represen-
tatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienhold-
ers, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that
may have an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT UNION MAP 15 PARCEL 0005 0000 0000
You will take notice that ABRAHAM OSBORNE, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No.
2025-C-000192, located in UNION District, .48 AC JACKS BEND LOT 33 SUR, which was returned
delinquent or nonentered in the name of NOTTINGHAM KENNETH E, and was sold by the deputy com-
missioner of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on the
April 21, 2024. ABRAHAM OSBORNE requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be
made on or after January 1, 2026, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate.
The amount needed to redeem on or before December 31, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with $  106.35
interest, for tax year ticket number 2024 - 18446.

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2025 - 18606. $ 3335
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $  113.69
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,

Secretary of State with interest. $ 65878
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $  419.68
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,331.85

certified or personal check.
You may redeem at any time before December 31, 2026, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand July 6, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia
Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections
Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

LEGAL

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON
Case No. 26-0544-G-390P
HOPE GAS, INC.

Annual Pipeline Replacement and Expansion Program

(PREP) Application, pursuant to W. Va. Code § 24-2-1 k.

NOTICE OF FILING AND HEARING

On May 29, 2026, Hope Gas, Inc. (Hope) filed its Annual Pipeline Replacement and Expansion Program
(PREP) Filing with revised PREP Rates, pursuant to W.Va. Code § 24-2-1k, which authorizes the Public
Service Commission of West Virginia (Commission) to approve cost recovery of projects to replace, up-
grade, and expand natural gas utility infrastructure that are deemed to be just and reasonable and in the
public interest.

In its PREP Filing, Hope projects PREP capital investment for calendar year 2027 of $115.0 million, as
part of its General Program (core distribution system) and Field/Gathering Facilities Program (field lines
and gathering facilities), under its multi-year plans. The PREP Filing also contains a true-up for actual
versus projected 2025 calendar year PREP capital investment activity for both the General Program and
the Field/Gathering Facilities Program. The PREP covers several categories of plant asset replacements and
improvements, including mains, service lines, regulator stations, and other plant equipment. These plant
investments are proposed to be made in Hope service territories throughout the State. These projects are
identified in the PREP Filing, which is on file and available for public inspection at the Commission’s of-
fices at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.

Hope proposes to recover costs associated with these investments through an increment within the fixed
or volumetric, base rate component of its rates depending on the applicable rate schedule under which ser-
vice is rendered, to be effective on November 1, 2026. Hope projects that the average monthly bill for the
various classes of customers will be changed on November 1, 2026, as follows:

HOPE GAS, INC. - PROPOSED

TYPE OF CUSTOMER $ INCREASE % INCREASE
Residential Sales (Rate Class RS) $4.37 4.07%
Small Commercial Sales (Rate Class SGS) $11.47 3.33%
Small Commercial Transport (Rate Class SGS) $98.35 4.69%
Large Commercial Sales (Rate Class LGS) $412.91 2.97%
Large Commercial Transport (Rate Class LGS) $395.21 2.66%
Large Commercial-Industrial - Distribution Sales
(Rate Class LCI-D) $1,247.34 2.08%
Large Commercial-Industrial - Distribution Transport
(Rate Class LCI-D) $1,193.86 2.64%
Large Commercial-Industrial - Direct Service Transport
(Rate Class LCI-DS) $161.12 4.60%
Resale Sales (Rate Class WS) $498.50 1.75%
DGP Gathering (Rate Class PGAS) $12,980.75 13.45%
Equitrans Gathering (Rate Class PGAS) $3,420.21 11.38%

The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated classes. Each class may
receive an increase greater or less than stated here. Individual customers may receive increases that are
greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges are only a proposal and are sub-
ject to change (increase or decrease) by the Commission in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and
charges will not become effective until authorized and approved by the Commission.

The Commission will hold a hearing on this matter at 9:30 a.m. on September 23, 2026, at the Commis-
sion headquarters, 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia.

If the Commission receives no opposition to the PREP Filing within one week of the hearing date, the
hearing may be waived, and the Commission may issue a final Order within 150 days of the filing date.

Anyone desiring to intervene should file a written petition to intervene within twenty (20) days follow-
ing the date of this publication unless otherwise modified by Commission Order. All requests to intervene
should briefly state the reason for the request to intervene and comply with the rules on intervention set
forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. The Commission will receive public comments
until the beginning of the hearing. All written comments and requests to intervene should state the case
name and number and be addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 812, Charleston,
West Virginia 25323. Public Comments may also be filed online at http://www.psc.state.wv.us/scripts/on-
linecomments/default.cfm by clicking the “Formal Case” link.

HOPE GAS, INC.

Transform
Your Bathroom and
Change Your Life.

your

Ads

FREE TOILET + $2,000 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-844-803-1282
Ay safestep

(AIE“F r:*g;) a
& g

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer
available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in
select markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

LEGAL

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

ConsumerAffairs
£ AUTHORIZED PARTNER

us at

(304)-

IN RE: Civil Action No. 2026-D-34
The Marriage of:
Christopher Reneau and Andrea Renecau 6 4 1 -

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

THE OBJECT OF THIS SUIT IS TO OBTAIN A DIVORCE.
THIS IS A PUBLICATION BY CLASS I1 LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT.
To the Above-Named Respondent:

It appearing by evidence filed in this action that Andrea Reneau is
a non-resident of the State of West Virginia or has an unknown ad-
dress. It is hereby Ordered that Andrea Reneau serve upon Christopher
Reneau, Petitioner, whose address is 186 Upper Two Run Rd., Clay,
WV 25043, an Answer, including any related counterclaim or defense
you may have to the Petition For Divorce filed in this action on or
before August 27, 2026 at 1 p.m. If you fail to Answer for Petition for
Divorce, a judgment may be taken against you for the relief demanded
in the Petition.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned
Clerk’s Office.

Entered by the Clerk of said Court July 21, 2026

5724

Clerk of the Court

LEGAL

ORDER OF PUBLICATION |
IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, —
WEST VIRGINIA
Cabana V Properties LLC
Plaintiff
V. Civil Action No. 26-M08C-00013
Stanley W. Ratliff, et al.
Defendant

The object of the above entitled action is to evict Defendant Stanley
W. Ratliff from the property commonly known as 1497 Ossia Road,
Duck, WV 25063 after Foreclosure by Cabana V Properties LLC.

And it appearing by an affidavit filed in this action that Sheriff’s Of-
ficer has failed to establish personal service on Defendant Stanley W.
Ratliff after three attempts.

It is ordered that Stanley W. Ratliff do serve upon Scott Bass, magis-
trate, whose address is 225 Main Street, P.O. Box 393, Clay, WV 25043,
an answer or other defense to the complaint filed in this action on or
before 30 days after the first publication, otherwise judgment by default
will be taken against Stanley W. Ratliff at any time thereafter. A copy of
said complaint can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk at her office.

Entered by the Clerk of said Court - Clay County Magistrate Court.

LEGAL

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequal-
ification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East,
Charleston, West Virginia, until September 15, 2026 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

with Print

&0nline
ADVERTISING!

Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description

003 2023080003  S308-016/00 17.04 00 HWI-0016(330)D  BOX CULVERT
Pierson Lumber Bridge
Midpoint

COUNTY: CLAY

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter SA, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids
on project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guar-
anty Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

LEGAL



July 27, 2026

By Diane Nester
For The Office of WV Secretary of
State Kris Warner

Charleston — WV Secretary of State
Kris Warner, along with his legal team,
is aware of and has thoroughly re-
searched the serious allegations raised
against Delegate David Elliott Pritt.

Secretary Warner released the fol-
lowing statement:

“Our Office has received numerous
calls from West Virginia citizens re-
garding Delegate Pritt’s status on the
general election ballot in light of the
reprehensible allegations raised against
him. As we all are aware, these serious
allegations have received significant

public attention.

A felony conviction is a disqualifying
factor for candidates secking elected
office. However, candidates awaiting
trial who have not been convicted of a
disqualifying offense remain eligible to
seek elected office, assuming no other
disqualifier exists, such as no longer
residing in the district they seek to
represent. Under our system of justice,
every person charged with a crime is
presumed innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law.

If a candidate voluntarily withdraws
from the ballot, that creates a vacancy
that cannot be filled by the candidate’s
political party. This is a new provision
of West Virginia election law enacted
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WYV Secretary of State Kris Warner issues a
statement regarding Delegate David Elliott
Pritt’s candidacy status for the General Election

Secretary Warner calls on West Virginians to support flood cleanup and recovery efforts

through House Bill 4350 (2024), which
became effective January 1, 2025. In
that circumstance, the candidate’s po-
litical party would not have a nominee
for that office on the general election
ballot.

Accordingly, if Delegate Pritt with-
draws from the ballot, the Republican
Party cannot appoint a replacement
candidate.

A political party may appoint a re-
placement nominee only if a vacancy
results from a candidate’s disqualifica-
tion, such as ineligibility to hold office,
before the 84th day prior to the General
Election—which is August 11, 2026—
or if the vacancy results from the can-
didate’s death.

A candidate’s disqualification must
be determined either by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, such as through a
qualifying conviction, or by the State
Election Commission upon a written
request establishing that the candidate
is ineligible to hold office. To allow a
political party to fill the vacancy for the
2026 General Election, that disqualifi-
cation must occur no later than August
11, 2026.

We share the deep concerns of West
Virginia citizens regarding the nature
of the allegations against Delegate
Pritt. My legal team will continue to
monitor the situation closely and will
respond as appropriate under West Vir-
ginia law.”

Capito, Colleagues Introduce Bill to
Support Alzheimer’s Research

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Recently,
U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito
(R-W.Va.), Chairman of the Senate Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education,
and Related Agencies (Labor-HHS),
joined U.S. Senators Edward Markey
(D-Mass.), Susan Collins (R-Maine),
and Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.) in in-
troducing legislation to reauthorize the
United States Postal Service (USPS)

Alzheimer’s research stamp for an ad-
ditional six years, allowing more funds
to be raised for Alzheimer’s research at
the National Institutes of Health (NIH).
Semipostal stamps are sold by the
USPS and are priced above the cost of
postage to raise funds for causes of pub-
lic interest, as directed by Congress. The
U.S. Postal Service first issued the Al-
zheimer’s semipostal stamp in 2017 and
has since sold over 13 million stamps,

APPALACHIAN
ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR

AUGUST 7 - AUGUST 8, 2026

Visit Raleigh County’s biggest
Arts & Crafts Fair in 20 years

with over 200 booths filling the
Arena and Conference Center!

Shop handcrafted Appalachian goods from
skilled artisans featuring woodwork, textiles,
fine art, stained glass, and specialty foods at
one of the region's largest craft shows.

' ENJOY SPECIAL FEATURED EXPERIENCES:

e Appalachian Treasures Quilt Show

“West Virginia Wild”

e Artist Talk from Seay Earehart, Lead Scenic
Artist for Netflix's Stranger Things

e Performance from John Ellison, Singer-Songwriter
for "Some Kind of Wonderful"

e Appalachian Music with Daniel Lilly and The
Lilly Mountaineers, Eternity’s Crossing, Cassidy
Dickens, Strings of Green and More

Lincoln County Cloggers

Pl

SAVE TIME, BUY TICKETS ONLINE!

WWW.APPARTCRAFTS.COM | BECKLEY, WV

200 Armory Drive, Beckley, WV 25801

Friday, August7 | 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday, August 8 | 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

raising $1.7 million dollars in support of
Alzheimer’s research.

“Reauthorizing  the  Alzheimer’s
semipostal stamp will both maintain a
source of funding for critically impor-
tant Alzheimer’s research and will also
help honor the memory and courage of
those who have faced this heartbreak-
ing disease directly. I have long been
dedicated to pursuing a cure for Al-
zheimer’s disease, and I’m proud to join

my colleagues to continue this initiative
through the USPS,” Senator Capito said.

U.S. Senators Mark Warner (D-Va.),
Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.) Richard
Blumenthal (D-Conn.), Steve Daines
(R-Mont.), Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.),
Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.), Amy
Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Jim Justice (R-W.
Va.), Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) and Kevin
Cramer (R-N.D.) co-sponsored the leg-
islation.

THE HEARTBEAT

LOCAL STORIES.
LOCAL PEOPLE.
LOCAL CONNECTIONS.

More Than Just Paper and Ink.

We don't just report the news; we live it
alongside you. By sharing local stories told by
local people, we create the local connections

that turn a zip code into a home. When you
read The Clay Free Press, you aren't just staying
informed—you're keeping our community’s
heart beating strong.

PWEST‘V]RGINIA
ASSOCIATION « SERVICES « FOUNDATION
In print and online, your community’s stories live here.

VISIT US ONLINE AT GLAYGOUNTYFREEPRESS.CON
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sk SUMMER SELL DOWN GOMIG ONNOW o NorTr=ioe

PREMIUM Usep Unper $25K, 172-PoinT |NSPECTION ON EVERY VEHICLE

2016 Jeep Patriot Sport 2019 ish ARo“gue SL o 2021 Chevrolet Equio LS 2024 Nissan Sentra S

Stock #126139B | Miles: 90,821 Stock #800249 | Miles: 95,956 Stock #U14247 | Miles: 69,780 Stock #U14312 | Miles: 29,355
Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575 Body: 4D Sedan | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $16,999 | Discount: $2,002  Retail Price: $21,999 | Discount: $4,175  Retail Price: $23,999 | Discount: $4,789

FinaL Price: $13,574 FinaL Price: $15,572 FinaL Price: $18,399 FinaL Price: $19,785

2024 Chevrolet Trax LT 2022 Hyundai Tucson SEL 2023NissanRue sV 2022 Hyundai Santa Fe SEL

Stock #800222A | Miles: 43,747 Stock #17524 | Miles: 24,291 Stock #800209 | Miles: 53,953 Stock #126300A | Miles: 75,181
Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $21,200 | Discount: $1,870  Retail Price: $23,995 | Discount: $4,402  Retail Price: $23,995 | Discount: $3,000  Retail Price: $21,995 | Discount: $397

FinaL Price: $19,905 FinaL Price: $20,168 FinaL Price: $21,570 FinaL Price: $22,173

2025 Chevrolet Trax 2RS 2025 Jeep Compasé Limited 2025 Jeep Compass Limited 2023 GMC Terrain SLT

Stock #U14067 | Miles: 52,998 Stock #U14080 | Miles: 29,251 Stock #17533 | Miles: 28,641 Stock #17536A | Miles: 42,615
Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $25,325 | Discount: $3,593  Retail Price: $31,875 | Discount: $7,946  Retail Price: $31,995 | Discount: $9,000  Retail Price: $26,995 | Discount: $2,996
FinaL Price: $22,307 FinaL Price: $24,504 FinaL Price: $23,570 FinaL Price: $24,574

681-355-2055 | 870 Northside Dr. | Summersville WV | www.midstatefordwv.com

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON NEW FORD F-150s

AMERICA'S BEST SELLING TRuck For OVER 45 YEARS

10 YR /150K MI

2026 Ford F-150 XLT 2026 Ford F-150 XLT 2026 Ford F-150 XLT . 2026 Ford F-150 STX 2026 For F-150 Lariat

Stock #N13914 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #N13919 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #N14046 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #N14028| Doc Fee: $575 Stock #N13941 | Doc Fee: $575
Body: 4D SuperCrew | Rebates: $4,000  Body: 4D SuperCrew | Rebates: $4,000  Body: 4D SuperCrew | Rebates: $4,000  Body: 4D SuperCrew | Rebates: $4,000  Body: 4D SuperCrew | Rebates: $4,000
MSRP: $59,625 | Discount: $6,201 MSRP: $61,405 | Discount: $4,981 MSRP: $64,585 | Discount: $5,161 MSRP: $52,615 | Discount: $2,797 MSRP: $67,685 | Discount: $5,261

FinaL Price: $49,999  FinaL Price: $52,999  FinaL Price: $55,999  FinaL Price: $46,393  FinaL Price: $58,999

681-355-5973 e
o RT H s I D E WWW.northsidelﬁ:jsll\lgr?zzgzzélgs;zzswrsvme s

el Bl GREAT DEALS THE WHOLE FAMILY WiLL L9PVE

026 Jeep Compass Latitude Altitude 2026 Jeep Cherokee Laredo 2026 Chrysler Pacifica Selet 2026 Dodge Durango GT 2026 RAM 1500 Tradesman

Stock #4G068 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #4G122 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #2G004 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #3G191 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #3G136 | Doc Fee: $575
Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $2,250 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $2,500 Body: 4D Passenger Van | Rebates: $5,500 Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $1,000  Body: 4D Crew Cab | Rebates: $6,967
MSRP: $33,580 | Discount: $1,204 MSRP: $40,785 | Discount: $1,665 MSRP: $47,990 | Discount: $2,566 MSRP: $43,980 | Discount: $1,989 MSRP: $58,060 | Discount: $3,738

Final Price: $30,701 | Final Price: $37195 | Final Price: $40,499 | Final Price: $41,566 | Final Price: $47,930

ORTHSI DE www.northsidewv.net

SUMMERISELL DowN; HUGE BISCoOUNTS
o e BVIC @I IN[EW (@2VAZ /AN D) (1) (@

800-714-7352 | 807 Northside Dr. | Summersville WV

2026 Chevrolet Trax 1RS 2026 Chevrolet Trailblazer ACTIV 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST ~ 2026 GMC TERRAIN AT4 2026 GMC SIERRA 1500 ELEVATION

Stock #126217 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #126312 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #126320 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #426228 | Doc Fee: $575 Stock #426326 | Doc Fee: $575
Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $750 Body: 4D Sport Utility Body: 4D Crew Cab | Rebates: $6,000  Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $1,000  Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $4,250
MSRP: $25,599 | Discount: $532 MSRP: $35,179 | Discount: $2,755 MSRP: $61,984 | Discount: $6,560 MSRP: $x | Discount: $3,407 MSRP: $62,594 | Discount: $4,170

Final Price: $24,892 Final Price: $32,999 Final Price: $49,999 Final Price: $41,002 Final Price: $54,749

Visit Northside Drive In Summersville For A Great Selection And Better Deals! Over 500 Vehicles To Choose From

DISCLAIMER: This offer is from the dealer. All rebates, incentives, and $575 doc fee applied. Prices do not include tax, title, and license. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Offer Expires 8-3-26




