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Clay County Commission Meeting
August 24, 2026

By Gary Lee Stuber

Commission Swears In Stacy King as
New County Clerk

Commissioner Joyce Johnson swore in
Stacy King last week as Clay County’s
next County Clerk, even as Shelia Stone
was leaving for retirement. Stacy has
been Shelia’s assistant for a long time
and is familiar with the work. She will
hold that position until the term comes up
for reelection in 2028.

The County Commission met for their
last regular monthly meeting on Monday
August 24 with two Commissioners pres-
ent. Joyce Johnson, the commission pres-
ident, and Duane Legg. Commissioner
David Schoolcraft was not present.

While not necessarily the first order of
business, the commissioners appointed

Stacy King a new assistant county clerk.
Stacy was present as recorder, and the
commission hired Angela Taylor as her
new assistant. Effective immediately.

The commission took care of regular
business. The approved minutes of the
previous meeting, bills, purchase orders,
budget revisions, erroneous assessments
as presented by the Assessor, and fidu-
ciary appointments as presented by the
County Clerk including appointments of
administrators, approved last wills and
testaments, and affidavits and waivers of
final settlements.

The commission reappointed Joyce
McLaughlin to the Clay County Housing
Authority Board.

They set a date of September 28 at
10:00 am for a hearing for the Estate of

Commissioner Johnson swears in Stacy King

John McLaughlin.

With the General Election coming up
in only a few months, the commission
approved the number of Election Offi-
cials for each precinct as three Republi-
cans and three Democrats. They also ap-

Taylor and King

pointed Absentee Ballot Commissioners
for the 2026 General Election: one Re-
publican and one Democrat.

The next regular meeting of the Clay
County Commission will be 9:00 am on
September 14, 2026.

Panthers dominate the Patriots

By Allen Hamrick

Friday was opening night for the Pan-
ther football team on the road against
Midland Trail. Last season the Panthers
took a beating by the Patriots, but this
year the Panthers were primed and ready
with some sweet revenge. It was a per-
fect night for football. The Panthers re-
lied heavily on the run in the first half as
Brody Scarbro and Blake Coleman were
lighting up the field. Scarbro was a tank;
most of the time it took at least three Pa-
triots to bring him down, while Coleman
simply lit the after burners and set the
field on fire. The run gave the Panthers
great opportunities, but the referee con-
fetti called a few of the big plays back
and made it tough to advance. The usual
air show by the Panthers was held in re-
serve as Joel Elliott was covered pretty
good giving younger brother Collin El-
liott an opportunity to shine as a receiver.
In the first half, both teams seemed to be
working out some bugs while getting in
some good offense and defensive plays.
Midland Trail struggled to find a way to
advance after losing quite a few seniors
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from last season. They just couldn’t fig-
ure out the Panther defense. At the end
of the first half the score stood at Pan-
thers 12, Patriots 6.

After the halftime festivities, the
Panthers opened the book and got into
the art of football. The first half was
dominated by the run, but in the third
quarter the gloves were off. The Pan-
thers’ defense just wore down the Patriot
defense. On defense, the Panthers gave
them one TD in the first half but adjusted
great at the break and forced multiple
three and out downs, and the offense
capitalized on the great field position.
The second half for the Panthers saw
more short passes and plenty of runs that
added to the offense and kept the Patri-
ots guessing. By the time Midland Trail
added another TD to the scoreboard, the
Panthers were well on the way to a win.
The Panthers turned a tight halftime 12-6
first half into a defensive game, outscor-
ing the Patriots in the 2nd half 29-7. The
final score was Panthers 41, Patriots 13.
This is a good start to the season, and
the Panthers will be at home this week

Nick Williams #8 and Isaiah Ramsey #77 get the sack. Allen Hamrick Photo

against Poca who did some thumping of
their own in their first game. It will be
a barn burner if the Panthers can keep
the momentum alive. After the Midland
Trail game, the schedule will get heavy

for the Panthers, but it looks like it will
be a good season for them. Come out
and support our youth, they deserve it.
While we eat nachos, they smash heads.
Go Panthers!

Brody Scarbro gets some running room with some good blocking. Allen Hamrick Photo

Collin Elliott takes the shot up the middle. Allen Hamrick Photo

The Panther swarm. Allen Hamrick Photo
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Jacob Lee Adkins Todd James Mullins
Booked 8/24/2026, Court  Booked 8/25/2026, Flee-
Order ing with Reckless Indif-
ference
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Matthew Scott Stutler Justin Matthew Hannah
Booked 8/28/2026, At- Booked 8/29/2026, CA-
tempt to Defeat Drug Test PIAS

Everette Kurtis Meadows
Booked 8/30/2026,

Obstructing an Officer,
Driving Suspended

John David Knight
Booked 8/30/2026, Do-
mestic Assault, Domestic
Battery

NICHOLAS COUNTY

Leonard Ray Isenhart Jr.
Booked 8/24/2026, Public
Intoxication, Disorderly

Conduct, CAPIAS

Cody Alen Gero
Booked 8/26/2026, Pro-
bation Violation

Ross Edwards Adkins Jr.

Kayla Mae Wicker
Booked 8/26/2026, Booked 8/27/2026, CA-
Murder PIAS

NICHOILAS COUNTY

Joseph Arthur Mauller

Jose Blas Romero
Booked 8/29/2026, DUI Booked 8/29/2026, Do-
1st Offense, Cell Phone mestic Assault
Use While Driving,
Defective Equipment, No
Operators

PUBLICNOTICES

The Birch River PSD will hold its regular monthly
meeting on Tuesday, September 8, at 9:00 am, at the
PSD office in Birch River.

-

Attention Clay Panthers: The 60th Class Reunion
for Class of 1966 will be held at the Clay Middle
School on September 18th, from 4p.m. to 8:30pm,
with dinner served at 5:30 p.m. Cost is $35 per per-
son. RSVP Judy Dobbins, 623 Paxton Rd. Procious,
WV 25164.

The Clay County WIC office located at 452 Main

Street in Clay is open to serve the public every Mon-
day and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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Mickey Lee Bishop Matthew Ryan Sniffin

Booked 8/30/2026, Fam-  Booked 8/25/2026, Home
ily Court CAPIAS Confinement Violation,
Escape

BRAXTON COUNTY

Melanie Beth Gillespie

Jackie Lee Champ
Booked 8/27/2026, Booked 8/28/2026, CA-
Domestic Battery 2nd PIAS
Offense

Mark Anthony Cutlip

Booked 8/28/2026, Pro-

hibited Person W/Fire-

arm, Domestic Battery

3rd Offense, Domestic
Assault

Big Otter Elementary Update

By: Megan Boggs

During the summer, students
at Big Otter Elementary partici-
pated in a school-wide summer
reading program. Thank you for
all your hard work and dedica-

recognized at a school-wide as-
sembly! Congratulations to ALL
the students who participated!
The top readers from each grade
were able to put a pie in the face
of a teacher! The top readers

Kindergarten - Kassidy Young
Ist Grade - Lincoln Vaughan
2nd Grade - Gunnar Martinelli
3rd Grade - Reese Gill

4th Grade - Rebecca Moore
5th Grade - Kendra Taylor

tion! 53 Big Otter Braves were

from each grade are:

6th Grade - Katelynn Hensley

Read Aloud WYV Salutes Dolly Parton’s Commitment to
Literacy, Launches Campaign to Further Boost Reading
Throughout West Virginia

Charleston, W.Va. (August 28, 2026) — Dawn Miller,
Executive Director of Read Aloud West Virginia, an-
nounced the launch of a fundraising campaign to remem-
ber the late Dolly Parton and the Imagination Library she
created to promote literacy.

For the month of September, in memory of Dolly Par-
ton, Read Aloud West Virginia will share any donations
dollar for dollar with Parton’s award-winning Imagina-
tion Library partners in West Virginia, if donors note “in
memory of Dolly” when donating to Read Aloud WV on-
line, by mail, in person or via stocks.

“Dolly was so special,” said Miller. “When she cre-
ated Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library 31 years ago and
made it available in other states, including West Virginia,
we began to realize she had been lifting us up in ways
other than her wonderful music.”

Miller indicated that Imagination Library provides
books from birth to age five and Read Aloud West Vir-
ginia’s primary mission is to offer books and resources
for school-aged children. “This allows Dolly’s passion to
intersect with our core mission and enhance reading, lit-
eracy, educational attainment and quality of life for more
West Virginians.”

Miller said Read Aloud only has resources to have for-
mal programs in 28 West Virginia counties, but enjoys
some level of presence in 40 counties, and responds to
teacher requests for books for school-aged children from
all 55 counties of the Mountain State.

“There are so many unmet needs in the Mountain State
to help our youth become good readers, students and life-
long learners,” said Miller. “The lack of resources forces
our non-profit to make tough choices, and Dolly would
want to ensure all youth interested in reading and literacy

Protection your loved ones deserve ...

GUARANTEED
Life Insurance
up to $30,000.00

Imagine what $30,000.00 could mean to your family
after you're gone - cash to help pay your funeral, medical
bills or other final expenses.

« Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85"

* No medical exam, no health questions

* Lock in your rate for life

Final Wishes

Find out how affordable this coverage can be — P"{Annsn
Lyt s

Call for your FREE Information Kit
1-888-217-5559
Life55plus.info/WV

p Plus - you'll also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years.
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: L770TN).
6236-0625

get an opportunity to do so. Right now, that is not the
case.”

“What we are doing works,” Miller said. Providing
classroom volunteers to read to children for fun, helping
parents to understand their value in reading to children
from birth, and then giving children engaging books that
they want, it all supports the instruction children receive
in school.

Parton’s own father never learned to read or write. Her
Imagination Library foundation set out to correct that
condition for millions of children by sending newborns
a book a month until they turned age five. Sixty books at
home are a major factor in growing up to be a reader. “It
was and still is a brilliant approach,” noted Miller. “Dolly
understood the physical barriers to literacy and has helped
millions of families overcome some of them.”

Miller said she remembers when Dolly’s Imagination
Library came to West Virginia 20 years ago. “It was a
cause for celebration, “she said, “to have Dolly Parton
lending her name and fortune to the cause of early child-
hood literacy.”

Read Aloud West Virginia — celebrating its 40th anni-
versary in 2026 -- works in the same space as Imagina-
tion Library, and Miller collaborates with its West Vir-
ginia partner. “While the Dolly Parton Foundation covers
the costs of administering Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library, regions must raise the funds to buy the actual
books,” said Miller. “This is another major reason why
more financial support is needed as schools are just re-
turning to session.”

Checks can be sent to Read Aloud West Virginia, P.O.
Box 1784, Charleston, WV 25326, or online at https://
readaloudwv-101341.square.site/

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (888) 964-4167 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

How it Works:
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1. Contact Us
Call (888) 964-4167
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2. Schedule Pickup

We'll pick up your vehicle
for FREE - at a time and
place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for
a tax deduction.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
| Free Pickup & Towing.
m Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt36

=

Veteran Car Donations

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.
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A Loving
“Coincidence”

By Joe Mazzella

A recent storm had caused a tree to fall knocking
down power lines across a road here. The guy holding
the stop sign said it would be four hours before it was
cleared. That meant all traffic had to be rerouted down a
narrow, back country road that would take me 15 miles
out of my way. Still, I decided to try it. As I started down
it I was foolishly going the same speed as [ would on the
main road. Almost immediately though I saw a delivery
truck in a ditch and slowed down. As I pulled around it
I saw that just over the hill was a narrow hair-pin curve
that I would have never been able to take driving as fast
as [ was. I would’ve certainly crashed into the trees.

I decided then to just slow down and enjoy the drive.
The road was narrow and winding with trees on one
side. The morning sun was shining on their green leaves.
I looked to the other side and saw meadows where but-
terflies flew from daisies to dandelions. Regal Queen
Anne’s Lace was growing along the side of the road
too and birds were flying from tree to tree. It was all so
beautiful that I felt a sense of peace and happiness fill
my heart. [ felt a lightness in my spirit that made me
want to sing. It was one of those pure moments when
you truly see, hear, and take into your heart God’s un-
conditional Love in this world. I smiled up at the Heav-
ens and thanked Our Heavenly Father for it all.

As I was driving too I realized that it was no “coin-
cidence” that the delivery truck had gone into the ditch.
I think it was God’s way of warning me and any other
foolish drivers to slow down before we wrecked and
seriously hurt or even killed ourselves. And maybe by
slowing down we could more easily see the beauty of
His glorious creation all around us.

“Coincidence” is a funny thing. It fills this world. Yet
it is always guided by God. It helps us to see who we are
and why we are here. And it reminds us just how much
we are Loved.

Home Country

Slim Randles

We’re still curious about exactly where Old Man Jen-
kins’ cabin is. While he was alive, we never thought to
bug him about where he lived, because we also cherish
a man’s right to privacy. But Jenkins died on one of his
trips to town, and we still didn’t know where his cabin
was.

So that began a number of semi-serious expeditions
into our nearby mountains to try and solve the mystery.
Hasn’t happened yet, but there’s always hope deep in
the souls of true explorers.

And so it is with Mrs. Doc. She introduced herself to
all of us as Mrs. Doc, and ... as wife of our local saw-
bones ... she automatically deserves respect, even if that
respect means maintaining a mystery.

But in a way, Mrs. Doc has added something tangible
to our little society here in Home Country, because if we
should ever falter for a subject of intense discussion, we
have her first name to fall back on.

Doc’s a true pal, of course, but there’s no way he’d
betray his missus on this. We did ask him one time if he
actually knew her first name. He gave us the strangest
look and said, “What do you think? I met this girl in
college named Mrs. Doc and asked her to marry me?”

The speculation has run the gamut of everything from
her having a first name meaning a poisonous flower, to
body parts, battleships, national parks, and disastrous
storms. If we did accidentally trip over her real name,
neither she nor Doc would confirm it.

So while we’re looking for Jenkins’ cabin, we can
contemplate that very nice lady ... Mrs. Doc.

Brought to you by “A Cowboy’s Guide to Grow-
ing Up Right” by Slim Randles. Online and from Rio
Grande Books.

HELLO

Goodbye Clogged Gutters

Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Save up-to*

35% Off

+ Free gutter inspection, quote

good for1year Promo code: 285

Call 1-844-295-2840
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What It Was, Was a Boo-Boo

Dr. James Snyder

This week I experienced a little “situation.” I was in
the bathroom getting ready to take a shower when, for
some reason, I slipped and went crashing to the floor.

At my age, this is a rather serious “situation.” I fell
on my left leg, and all I could think of was that I
broke my hip, and now I’'m going to have a hip re-
placement. I tried to get that out of my mind, but for
some reason it lingered.

I’m not exactly sure what my problem was, but I
could not get up. What bothered me was whether I
should call for The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age to help me or lie there struggling to get up.

Of course, I chose the latter and tried my best to get
up off that floor.

At that time, I was not feeling any pain, but I was
worried that because of my fall I broke something. I
knew I needed help, so after much thought I decided
to call for The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage.
That was the last thing [ wanted to do, and I knew that
I would live with that for the rest of my life. It may
even leak into eternity; I’m not sure.

I threw my pride into the toilet and called out for
her to come and help me. Believe me, I tried as much
as possible to solve my problem. Over the years, I
have discovered that The Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage can solve any problem, so my choice was
obvious.

She came and saw me splattered all over the bath-
room floor and asked, “What happened?”

I knew an exposé on what happened in the bathroom
wouldn’t solve any of my problems. I just looked at
her and said, “Can you help me get up?”

I was anxious to know the full extent of my inju-
ries. Within 30 minutes of her helping me, I finally
was able to get out of the bathroom and into the bed-
room on my bed. That was the longest 30 minutes of
my life.

I sat on the bed for a few moments, trying to assess
my situation. I checked my leg for swelling or pain,
and thankfully, I had no broken bones and my hip was
working just fine. I sighed a deep sigh of relief at that
point.

The only thing I had was some fatigue in my left
leg. It wasn’t anything serious; I felt confident I
didn’t need to go to the hospital for an examination.
Every time I go to the hospital, they find six or more
things wrong that I never even thought of. So, I de-
cided to rest at home and work on my boo-boo, hop-
ing it would heal on its own.

For the last two weeks I’ve had to walk with a
cane. That is not something I ever wanted to do. The
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage said, “Don’t you
know that a Cane can make you Able?”

I looked at her with a very suspicious stare because
I remembered what Cain did to Abel. Oh boy, what
am [ in for?

I’ve had to face worse physical problems than this,
and I was happy that I didn’t have to go to the hospi-
tal. It just meant that I would have to slow down and
let everything work out.

A lot of things in life really zap you of strength. I
know I’ve been hit with a lot of “pie-in-the-face” stuff
throughout life. Sometimes this stuff is exaggerated
to make it seem worse than it really is.

I remember going to the hospital one time thinking
I had a lot of health problems that I would have to
deal with for some time. After a full examination, the
doctor came back to my hospital room and said, “As
far as I can tell, you don’t have anything seriously
wrong with you.” He smiled and then walked away.

I had one doctor who said after every examination,
“Someone your age should have something wrong
with you.” T kept that doctor for a short time and
moved on to another doctor.

I know people take things seriously sometimes.
Even things that aren’t really important; they exag-
gerate, and I think sometimes they do it to get atten-
tion.

Over the past several weeks, I’ve been walking
around with my cane, and each day seems better than
the last. I don’t know how long I’m going to keep my
friend, the cane, by my side.

I noticed that when I go out somewhere, to some
stores, when people see me coming, they open the
door for me. That’s because my friend is by my side. I
sure would hate to give that up for the rest of my life.

Reflecting on this, I see that some boo-boos, like
my fall, can surprisingly turn into blessings, remind-
ing us to find hope in setbacks.

We find this in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, “Blessed be
God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be
able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of
God.”

Sometimes it takes trouble to experience the com-
fort of God. So, when in trouble look for God’s com-
fort because it’s right in front of you.

Great Things Are Happening
at Clay Middle School

Clay Middle School is experiencing a positive shift
in its culture. This encouraging momentum is evi-
dent in the progress and achievements demonstrated
by students and staff throughout the past school year.
Through a renewed emphasis on academic achieve-
ment, student engagement, career and technical edu-
cation, attendance, and a supportive learning environ-
ment, Clay Middle School continues to move forward.
It is an exciting time to learn and work at CCMS, where
staff, students, families, and community members are
collaborating to build on recent successes and create
even greater opportunities for the future.

One of the school’s most notable accomplishments
came through the Technology Student Association.
Gunner Dobbins and River Schoolcraft earned first
place nationally in the Challenging Tech Issues com-
petition at the TSA National Conference held in June.
Clay Middle School also received the TSA State Multi-
Year Defending Middle School Chapter of the Year
Award and was recognized as a top 10 percent career
and technical education participation middle school in
the State of West Virginia. These recognitions highlight
the school’s commitment to providing meaningful,
hands-on learning experiences that develop problem-
solving, teamwork, technical, and leadership skills.

Clay Middle School also made important gains in
attendance and student engagement during the 2025—
2026 school year. CCMS recorded the highest staff
attendance among Clay County schools, reflecting the
dedication and consistency of its faculty and staff. The
school also achieved the second-highest student atten-
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dance rate in the county and reduced its chronic absen-
teeism rate by 5 percent from the previous year. These
improvements demonstrate the school’s continued ef-
forts to ensure that students are present, connected, and
engaged in their learning.

Academic growth remains a central priority at Clay
Middle School. During the past year, math proficiency
increased by 3 percent, while English Language Arts
proficiency increased by 7 percent. In addition, 89 per-
cent of CCMS staff members are fully certified and
highly qualified, reflecting a strong percentage of edu-
cators who hold degrees in their specific instructional
disciplines. These gains are evidence of the focused
work taking place in classrooms each day and the
commitment of students and staff to improving learn-
ing outcomes.

Clay Middle School recognizes that its progress is
the result of a true team effort. Under the leadership
of Principal Leslie Goe, now in her tenth year as prin-
cipal at CCMS, the school has continued to strength-
en its culture, expand opportunities for students, and
focus on continuous improvement. “At Clay Middle
School, we believe that every student has the potential
to achieve greatness,” Principal Goe said. “Our team
works tirelessly every day to create an environment
where students feel valued, challenged, and support-
ed. The progress we are seeing reflects a community
that is committed to growing together. When teachers,
staff, parents, students, and community members share
a common vision, there is no limit to what we can ac-
complish.”

West Virginia General Summative Assessment
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THIS WEEK IN

West Yirginia History

Sept. 2, 1722: Fron-
tiersman William Craw-
ford was born in present
Jefferson County. He was
a farmer, soldier, survey-
or and the land agent of
George Washington.

Sept. 3, 1851: Mollie
Gabe was born into slav-
ery in Flatwoods, Braxton
County. After emancipa-
tion, she became a widely
respected midwife, wash-
erwoman, farmer, and
community leader who
raised a large family and

preserved  Appalachian
traditions. She died in
1951.

Sept. 3, 1890: West Vir-
ginia Wesleyan College
opened in Buckhannon as
the West Virginia Confer-
ence Seminary. In that first
year, 201 men and women
undertook a largely prepa-
ratory school curriculum.
Gradually the school add-
ed college-level studies
and awarded its first five
degrees in 1905.

Sept. 3, 1946: Fiddler

HOCUS-FOCUS

and banjo player John
Morris was born in Ivy-
dale, Clay County. He
and his brother David cre-
ated the influential Morris
Family Old-Time Music
Festival in the late 1960s
and played an important
role in founding the Van-
dalia Gathering. In 2020,
John Morris was named a
National Heritage Fellow,
the nation’s highest honor
in traditional arts.

Sept. 3, 1966: Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson
dedicated the Summers-
ville Dam and Reservoir.
Summersville Lake (now
State Park) is located on
the Gauley River in Nich-
olas County. It is West
Virginia’s largest lake,
with 2,790 surface acres

BY
HENRY BOLTINOFF
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.
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€ Moderate @@ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

at summer pool stage and
over 60 miles of shoreline.

Sept. 4, 1862: General
Albert G. Jenkins and his
men crossed the Ohio Riv-
er and became the first to
raise the Confederate flag
on Ohio soil during the
Civil War.

Sept. 4, 1894: Jessie
Maynard was born in Wil-
liamson. Two of her hus-
bands were killed in vio-
lent incidents during the
Mine Wars: Cabell Tester-
man during the shootout at
Matewan in 1920 and Sid
Hatfield on the steps of the
McDowell County Court-
house a year later.

Sept. 5, 1861: Sutton
was occupied by 5,000
Union troops. Later in
1861, Gen. Rosecrans
bivouacked 10,000 Union
troops there, including a
future president, William
McKinley.

Sept. 5, 1936: Baseball
Hall of Famer Bill Maze-
roski was born in Wheel-
ing. He played all 17 years

of his career for the Pitts-
burgh Pirates. His walk-
off home run to win the
1960 World Series over
the New York Yankees is
one of the most famous
moments in baseball his-

tory.

Sept. 5, 1950: Ap-
palachian Bible Insti-
tute opened in Sylvester,
Boone County, with an
enrollment of seven stu-
dents. Now called Appa-
lachian Bible College, it
has served thousands of
students since moving to
Raleigh County in 1956.
Sept. 6, 1875: Members
of the notorious James
Gang allegedly robbed the
Bank of Huntington and
got away on horseback.
The robbery spawned a
host of legends, includ-

Super Crossword

ing stories about outlaw
Frank James—brother of
Jesse James—hiding out in
Wayne County.

Sept. 6, 1942: Award-
winning woodcarver,
dancer, playwright and
educator Jude Binder
was born in Maryland. In
1982, she founded Heart-
wood in the Hills, a school
for the arts in Calhoun
County. For more than
two decades, she has been
Charleston’s “FestivALL
Princess.”

Sept. 6, 1980: The new
Mountaineer Field opened
in Morgantown with a 41-
27 win over Cincinnati. It
was the first game for new
coach Don Nehlen, who
would become the most
successful football coach
in West Virginia Univer-
sity history.

Sept. 7, 1808: Peter
Godwin Van Winkle was
born in New York City.
In 1863, Van Winkle was
elected as one of the first
two U.S. senators from

the new state of West Vir-
ginia.

Sept. 7, 1848: Christo-
pher Harrison Payne was
born in Monroe County. In
1896, Payne became the
state’s first Black legisla-
tor when he was elected
to the House of Delegates
from Fayette County.

Sept. 7, 1937: Photog-
rapher Arnout “Sonny”
Hyde Jr. was born in Blue-
field. His images of na-
ture and people appeared
in magazines, books and
calendars throughout the
U.S. and Europe.

Sept. 8, 1947: Mor-
ris Harvey College (now
University of Charleston)
moved to its current loca-
tion on the south side of
the Kanawha River.

FELINE FROM AFAR

ACROSS 50 Quantity: 103 Riddle’s 12 lota preceder 53 Attacked 86 Three in
1 More serious, Abbr. answer 13 Do deep aggressively “maximum”
as a matter 51 Egyptian 113 Egyptian massage 54 Business coll. 88 “Botch- —”
7 It's hidden by sun god carrier until therapy on subject (1952 hit)
head hair 53 Fiber-yielding 2021 14 And the like: 55 Repair 89 Pro —
12 Quivered plant 116 Makes level Abbr. 57 Neighbor of (for now)
20 Sure to 56 Charlotte — 117 Disappear 15 Portion (out) Nor.and Fin. 90 Pigs’
succeed, as (rich dessert) without — 16 Ignored, 58 Dir. 45 hangout
a proposition 58 Erwin of old 118 Least narrow informally degrees from 92 Makes an
21 Marisa of films 119 Fix, as a bow 17 Pan topper 77-Across allusion to
“Cyrus” 61 Web portal 120 Papal crowns 18 Sinuous fish 59 “Madam 93 Sneaker, e.g.
22 César Ritz or since 95 121 Cutting parts 19 Parched Secretary” 94 Horn
Conrad Hilton 62 Riddle, part 3 of some 27 Egyptian star honkers
23 Immediately 66 Mailed, e.qg. cutting tools sacred cross 60 Perturb 95 A baker may
24 Of the 68 Pen name 122 Sulky states 28 Truckloads 62 Rigon a wear a mitt to
hipbone 70 Tiny, 123 Accompany 32 Goes over, as road handle one
25 With great informally for security old issues 63 Panther 96 Longtime
happiness 71 Riddle, part 4 33 Sevastopol 64 Med. insurers depilatory
26 Start of a 74 Really DOWN natives, e.g. 65 “Ready brand
riddle binges, briefy 1 Chew like 34 Deputy: Abbr. Player One” 101 Singer Patti
29 Breathe hard 77 Atlanta-to- a rat 35 Hairy TV co-star or Sam
and fast Tampa dir. 2 Horror film cousin Sheridan 102 Greyhound
30 Seat of 78 Dog's tether director Eli 36 Whoop-de- 67 “J to — L-OV transports
Kansas' Allen 79 Edict 3 Emollient — (Lopez 104 Deputy
County 80 Expend all of plant juice 37 Co.VIP album) 105 Body part
31 Whale like 82 Lay (down) 4 Gold-winning 38 Owns, to 69 Until now with a cap
Shamu 83 84-Down of skier Lindsey Shakespeare 72 Dots on 106 Brooklyn
35 Bouncer’s Bart Simpson 5 Locked place 39 L-P link ocean maps Bridge’s river
age-verifying 85 “Indubitably!” where people 40 Mag VIPs 73 Switch gears 107 Legendary
duty 87 Dazzling solve puzzles 41 Big Mac 75 Become less snow beast
39 — Park (site effects to find the key base intense 108 Doing the
of Edison’s 91 End of the 6 People 42 Wombs 76 In the current task
lab) riddle staging old 43 Fill with state 109 — Il (Gillette
41 Shock 97 Signs up battles, say steam 80 Land with a razor)
absorbers, 98 Fishing line 7 Clown’s leg 45 Mag revenue 50-star flag 110 Starchy
of sorts attachments lengthener sources 81 Said “guilty” tropical root
44 Riddle, part2 99 Private 8E.— 46 Cry to a baby or “not guilty” 111 Plug-in auto
47 Overly school (bacterium) who makes a 82 Apple 112 Repose
affected 100 Personal 9 Lady friend, boo-boo discard 113 Sit-up targets
48 Two, in Spain manner in France 52 Potentially 84 Bro’s sibling 114 Lyricist
49 Certain blood 101 Chimney stuff 10 On a slant offensive, in 85 Hearty Gershwin
type, in brief 102 Skewed view 11 Small flute brief laugh 115 Seating tier
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 12 |13 |14 (15 |16 (17 |18 |19
20 21 22
23 24 25
26 27 28
35 (36 |37 |38 39 |4
44 45 46
47 . 48
2 65
69
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3
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The peopie who think alike

should vote alike.
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thinks very much.

Where all think alike, no one

March 1959

‘Mrs Elliott, Mrs. Griffith Win Attendance Banﬂers
| For The 7th Month, 1958-1959

Mrs, Elliott’s second grade won
the Attendance Banner for the
7th month with a percentage of

The twelfth grade won for the
H_i-gh School with a percentage of
92,00,

93.10. GRADERS.

CONGRATULATIONS 2nd and Percentage of Attendance
Mrs, EIHott ......o...... CGrade t 2 ..., . 93.10
Mrs, Bragg -...o-vveennn. Grade 4 ., ...iiiiiiiiiia 92.30
Miss Ashley ............ Grade 8 ..iiiiiii 92.50
]S_’Lrs. Gri_fﬁth ............ Grade 12 ....., . ...ciiiunenn.. .o 9200
Mr, Hathaway ............ Grade 6 ...........0...iLn 92,00
Mr. Matheny «...c.vven.. Grade 10 ..., .....0cuiinnuunin. 91,04
Mr, Leeson +covavereranns Grade 11 ...,. b SHE S 8 S S W E B 6 i 90.50
Miss Graham ...... RN QGrade 3 ...._............ e 90.00
Mr: Erise wow:swm.es ~-.- QGrade 9 ..., .. ........ S Bl s 89.54
Mrs. Hathaway .......... Grade 8 .............cuovo v, .. 89.00
Mrp. Storver .............. Grade 7 .. ... ... ..., .. 88.18
Mr, Jackson ............ Grade 5 E flioohl 5 sucdin o outns « @ ie 6 sy o S 78.71
Mrs. Butcher ........ . Grade 1 ... ... .......... . 13.06

=

Splint Practice

One of the more than 32,000 standard first atd classes

held Iast year practices application of a fixation splint for a

, fractured hip or thigh. Over 723,000 persons last year got
basic Red Cross first aid instruction in standard and junifor
classes, In addition, 102,000 certificates were issued for coms-

pleting the advanced counrse.

the other.

the wrong word?"”

is that which belongs to God.

Little Talks With Big Thoughts

My cleaning woman was telling me of the beautiful-evening
service she had heard. There were six choirs, from the smallest
children, to the large adult choirs. Each one -was lovelier than

“Then”, she went on, “When that soulist began to sing, it
was as if he just lifted you up and up. He just made youi believe.
It was more than just Words and musie.” '

Looking at me, she said, “Did I make a mistake? Is soulist

"No Jonnie Bell, a soloist is one who sings alone, and & soul

‘Relief Commn‘fee Meeis

The Widen Relief Committee
met at thé offices of Elk River
Coal and Lumber Company at 11:
00’ A. M., Friday, February 20, 19-
59, to consider business maiters
accumulated during the past mon-
th. Company representatives at-
tending the meeting were Scott
Williams, Garland Craft, John
Henley, and Darrell Wood, while
the Bargaining Commitiee of Em-
ployees’ League of Widen Miners,
consisting of Carl Young, James
Triplett, and Idoyd Buicher, Jr.,
represented the employees.

There was no change in the list
of retired men previously approv-
ed, and pensions for each of the
forty-nine were paid for the month
of March.

Twelve men, Herbert Thorne,
Robert Perkins, Clarence Miller,
ZJ. B, Holcomb, Ophie Hall, Theo-
dore Johnson, Ardie Cox, Cecil
Adkins, D. P. McGlothlin, Roy
Litton, Ernest Young, and ILevy
Friend, received disability pay-
ments for the eniire month of
February, while William .Arga-
brite, Buster Gill, and Orville
Knight were paid for a portion of
the month,

There were two changes in the
Hst of survivors. One dependent
son who recently became " gain-
fully employed was dropped from
the list, and the surviving family
of Robert A. Friend, grader oper-
ator who was killed in an accid-
ent on Widen hill February 10,
was added to.the lst.

In addition to regular list ser-

vices at the Widen Medical De-
partment and Charleston Genersl
Hospital, medical bills were paid
at Charleston, Clay, Clendenin,
Cowen, Gassaway, Lumberport,
Madison, Montgomery, South
Charleston, Summersville, Sutton
and Webster Springs for 124 em-
ployees and thefr families.

A number of the medical bills
were approved for former employ-
ees laid: off on January 4. Relief
benefits for those men continyed
through -January 15, and under
the rules of the Relief Committee,
a thirty-day peried after terminst-
ion of employment is provided in
which to submijt any ouistanding
medical bills to the Committee.
Two bills that were incuxrred after
January 15 could neot be approved
by the Committee and after Feb-
ruary 4 the 30-day grace period
had elapsed. Bills' received after
that date were too late for consid-
eration.

ORIENTATION DAY: On Fri-
day, May 8, the Clay County High
School and Widen High School
will hold its annual eighth grade

~orientation day. The 9th grade will

remain at home in order to give
room for the 8th graders.

Mrs. R. T. Sizemore, Sr., Mrs.
Pat Hanshaw, Mrs. H. E. Muilins,
Karen, Nancy, Judy and Cindy
Sue Hanshaw, Brenda Kay Mul-
lins, Jimmy and Stephen Mullins
were guests of Mr. and Mrs. Sher-

man Nettles of Widen, Sunday.

DENIED VETERANS’' CLAIMS
MAY BE REVIEWED

More than 280,000 veterans
whose claims for compensation or
pension had previously been deni-
ed by the Veteran's Adminstration
will now have their claims review-
ed, according to Sumer G. Whit-

tier, Administrator wof Veteﬂaps
Affairs.
Ralph - Winter returned last

week from the Veterans Hospital
in Beckley where he had been 2
surgical patient.

\Mrs. Sherman Nettles of Widen
returned home Monday evening
from a Charleston hospital where
she had been p patient for several
days.

Mr., and Mrs. Robert Carson
and - daughter, Sally Ann, of Re-
dondo Beach, Cal. are  visiting
Mrs. Carson’s parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Shelton.

br. G, E. camnhall

OPTOMETRIST
EXAMINE EYES FOR .
GLASSES 7 |
OFFICE HOURS

I 9:00 AM. to 5:60 P.M.
Y.M.C.A BEAUTY SHOP

Bl RN

Widen, West Virginla

but with God.”

“This tirrie you heard a soulist, a man not singing alone,

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-
327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-844-592-5113

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT,
RV AND MORE TO SUPPORT OUR
VETERANS! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-888-964-4167 today

REPAIRING OR REPLACING APPLI-
ANCES AND HOME SYSTEMS LIKE
HEATING AND COOLING CAN BE
COSTLY. A home warranty plan can
help. Start saving and get 30% off any
plan today. Workmanship Guarantee in-
cluded. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home
Services 1-855-968-0741

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a
new, custom bath or shower in as little
as one day. For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.)

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUNDATION
REPAIR AND BASEMENT WATER-
PROOFING EXPERTS. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or concrete slab we’'ll
guide you on the right path to a healthy
home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free consultation.
1-833-974-2676

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not just a gen-
erator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED

LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUTTERS.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-844-295-
2840 to schedule a FREE inspection and
no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided tours
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accommodations,
transportation, baggage handling, sight-
seeing, entrance fees, a professional
Tour Director and select meals. For a
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call
YMT today. 1-833-649-1532

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

N
1 ASSOCIATION « SERVICES « FOUNDATION

Thls Labor Day Week nd, rel ’
Appalachian arts,.culture, and R tory at

Stonewall Country’s two |comcff \stlvals

stonewallcountry.com

WEST
VIRGINIA,

TONEWALL
COUNTRY
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West Virginia Herb Association to hold annual Fall Conference

The West Virginia Herb Association will
hold its annual Fall Conference featuring re-
nowned herbalist. .. 7Song from Ithaca New
York. He will be presenting our keynote talk
on Herbal First Aid. Join us to learn about
the herbs to fill your medicine cabinet. Sat-
urday, September 19th, 2026 from 9:00 AM
— 5:00 PM at Richwood Community Cen-
ter in Richwood WV 26261. Registration
begins at 9am, $30 WVHA members, $35
non-members, $30 vendors (1 table). Chil-
dren 12 & under free accompanied by paid
adult. Register online anytime and for the

schedule at www.wvherbassociation.org.
Bring your own lunch or pre-order on-
line.

There will also be vendors with herbal
medicines, live plants, and herbal products.
And bring seeds to swap.... plants to trade. ...
be there for the silent auction and door prize
drawings!

The keynote speech by 7Song is Herbal
First Aid for the Home

Will cover some beneficial plants and
herbal preparations to have around the
house for first aid. And a separate class on

Appalachian Medicinal Plants
Other Presentations:

Triple First Aid Offering: 1. Grow-
ing Herbs: Roy Ramey 2. Homegrown
First Aid Kit: Jennifer Hoyer 3. Your First
Aid Kit: Bette Angle Maiden, Mother,
Crone: Mallory Marcowicz Restoring
Balance: Mark Meyers Salve Making:
Jessica  Saving Seeds: Melissa Dennison
Hydrosol Making Demonstration and Wild
Plant ID: Rebecca Woods  Colloidal Silver
Making: Eugene Breza  Herbal Energet-
ics: Mary Heater Fajardo

Join us! for a day of intense herbal
learning and community connection. You
won’t just learn... you’ll leave both with
new knowledge and something you made
yourself!

West Virginia Herb Association

www.wvherbassociation.org,

info@wvherbassociation.org

West Virginia Herb Association is a 501
C-3 nonprofit dedicated to educating the
public about the cultivation and safe uses of
plants. Find us on: Instagram, X, Tic Tok
and Facebook.

Like us on
P@Faecebook

. LEGAL

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

TO: Thomas Serenity Layne Magistrate Court Case No.:
North Benton, Ohio 44449  Family Court Civil Action No.:
Respondent 26-DV-27
DOB: 6/16/1978

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
(PROTECTIVE ORDER / HEARING DATE)

. The object of this suit is to obtain protection from the Respondent.

2. The object of this publication by Class II legal advertisement is to

notify Respondent of the PROTECTIVE ORDER prohibiting the

above-named Respondent from having contact with certain
individuals. This Order may affect property and other rights of

the Respondent. Violating this Order may subject the Respondent

to criminal sanctions. The Respondent is strongly encouraged to

obtain a copy of this Protective Order and Petition from the

Circuit Clark of the county listed above.

To the Above-Named Respondent:

It appearing by evidence duly taken in this action that you could not
be found in or you have left the State of West Virginia, you are hereby
notified of the ORDER referenced above, a copy of the Petition and
Order may be obtained at the CLAY County Circuit Clerk’s office.
This PROTECTIVE ORDER will remain in effect until 9/10/26.

A Final Hearing is scheduled for the 10th day of September 2026,
at 10:30 a.m. before the Clay County Family Court.

Issued 8/20/2026 at 3:06 p.m.

—_

place
your

Ads

Clerk of the Court

LEGAL

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been
opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190,
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice,
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3A.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, September 3, 2026

Claim Deadline: Monday, November 2, 2026

APPOINTMENT DATE 07/30/2026

ESTATE NAME: JOHN CALVIN MCLAUGHLIN
ADMINISTRATOR MASON ALLEN MCLAUGHLIN

1558 FOLA ROAD
BICKMORE WV 25019
07/29/2026
JAMES EDWARD PARSONS
WILLIAM COX
241 WOLFPEN RUN RD
COX’S MILL WV 26342
Subscribed and sworn to before me on 8/31/2026
Stacy King
County Clerk
Clay County
P.O. Box 190
246 Main Street

€all
us at
(304)-

647-

APPOINTMENT DATE
ESTATE NAME:
EXECUTOR

5724

Clay WV 25043-0190

LEGAL

(2025-C-000193 - Clay County - GARNET GAS CORPORATION)

To: BRENDA MCCUNE ESTATE C/O HEATHER ATKINS, PROFESSIONAL DIRECTIONAL EN-
TERPRISES D/B/A PRODIRECTIONAL, PROFESSIONAL DIRECTIONAL ENTERPRISES, UNI-
VERSAL WELL SERVICE, INC., C/O PATTERSON-UTI, CUNNINGHAM ENERGY, LLC C/O VICK-
IE CUNNINGHAM, THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, CREDITORS & ASSIGNS OF CHESSIE C.
CONNER, RALPH NOEL CONNER, LAWRENCE P. CONNER, HAROLD C. CONNER, CLAUDE M.
CONNER, PEGGY CONNER, JANE ANN MARTINEZ, JACK ALLISON CONNER, JAMES RALPH
CONNER, MARK STEPHEN ANDERSON, KATHY NORMAN, KATHLEEN ALLISON CONNER,
ERIN CONNER, DONNA CONNER, CUNNINGHAM ENERGY, LLC, UNIVERSAL WELL SERVICE,
INC., PROFESSIONAL DIRECTIONAL ENTERPRISES, BRENDA MCCUNE ESTATE, HEATHER
ATKINS, PROFESSIONAL DIRECTIONAL ENTERPRISES, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, repre-
sentatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lien-
holders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties
that may have an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT UNION MAP 18 PARCEL 0001 0000 3001
You will take notice that GARNET GAS CORPORATION, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert.
No. 2025-C-000193, located in UNION District, 10 AC LIL SYC SUR 3/8 OF 5/8 INT, which was returned
delinquent or nonentered in the name of CONNER CHESSIE HRS, and was sold by the deputy commis-
sioner of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on the April
21, 2026. GARNET GAS CORPORATION requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be
made on or after February 1, 2027, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate.
The amount needed to redeem on or before January 31, 2027 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with $ 95.19
interest, for tax year ticket number 2024 - 17098.

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2025 - 17233.  § 30.66
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $  105.01
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,

Secretary of State with interest. $ 30521
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $  536.07

certified or personal check.
You may redeem at any time before January 31, 2027, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand August 27, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia
Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections
Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

2026 RABIES VACCINATION CLINIC
Saturday September 12th, 2026
10:00am-12:00pm
CLAY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

On Saturday September 12th, 2026 there will be a clinic for the
purpose of vaccinating your dogs and cats for rabies. This clinic
is a combined effort of Elkview Vet Hospital, Dr. Katie Kobyra
and the Clay County Assessor’s Office.

This year the clinic will be held as a Drive Thru, at the Clay
County Courthouse starting at 10:00am-12:00pm. The Clay
County Assessor will be available to collect Dog Tax, $3.00 per
dog. The rabies (feline and canine), FVRCP (feline), DHLPP
(canine), Bordetella (canine) are all $20.00.

Lyme (canine) $25.00.

*All animals must be on a leash or in a pet taxi for the
protection of all animals. We will not be responsible for any
animal.

THE HEARTBEAT

LOCAL STORIES
LOCAL PEOPLE.
LOCAL CONNECTIONS.

More Than Just Paper and Ink.

We don't just report the news; we live it
alongside you. By sharing local stories told by
local people, we create the local connections

that turn a zip code into a home. When you
read The Clay Free Press, you aren't just staying
informed—you're keeping our community’s
heart beating strong.

PWESTV]RGIN[A
ASSOCIATION « SERVICES « FOUNDATION
In print and online, your community’s stories live here.




By Allen Hamrick

The 2026 Lady Mustangs had their home opener
against Valley this past Thursday. Some of the Lady
Mustang big guns returned packing pretty good powder
with some added heat, and some have the leaping ability
of a deer that, at the height of their jump, can hit a vol-
leyball hard enough to knock the teeth out of a beaver.
Let’s just say that the Lady Mustangs have more than
one star hitter, and this will keep the other side guessing
for sure. Not only do the Lady Mustangs have a kill
line, but they also have girls that can play some tough
defense. These ladies do not care to throw their bodies
onto the floor to save the shot.

The Lady Mustangs’ cannons were primed and
loaded, and they fired the kill shots. Not all of them hit
their mark, and the Lady Greyhounds had their chances,
but in the end, they just couldn’t take battering from the
Lady Mustangs. They played a total of two games, with
the Lady Mustangs struggling a little in one of them, but
they managed to pick up the win. In volleyball, there is
no time to stand flatfooted. The Valley girls were not

Raegan Payton and Aubree Legg get the block and point.
Allen Hamrick Photo.
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Lady Mustangs thump the Lady Greyhounds

willing to go down easily and were dropping bombs of
their own, but most were picked up by the Lady Mus-
tang defense. In the end, it didn’t matter as the Lady
Mustangs took both games by force and notched the
wins. The first game was 25-21, and the second game

Sierra McMillion gets the kill shot. Allen Hamrick Photo.

was 25-16. In the last game Kinley Collins was a serv-
ing machine as she managed to ace the win with serves,
hitting eight aces in a row. The girls will be back at
home on Monday in a tri match against Ravenswood
and Webster. Go Lady Mustangs!

Kinley Collins pulls the trigger. Allen Hamrick Photo.

CORRECTION

Last week Clay Free Press ran an article featuring the CCHS and CCMS cross country teams competing at Riverside. Unfortunately, some of the pictures were mis-
labeled. We apologize to the athletes and the community for the error. Let us correct the record and celebrate our Cross Country Runners!

Cross Country season

3 = foreat

L-R Lillian Goebel and Dolores Poland finish it up for the Lady Mustangs.

opens at Riverside High School

P aaradiesoia A

Abigail Grandon runs the last leg of the race.

Holden Reed turns on the after burners.
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DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 107,332

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 96,354 ~
S

DOC Fee: $575 -
Odometer: 49,122 ;/

2018 Dodge Grand Caravan SE
4D Passenger Van | Retail Price: $11,999
Stock #426406A | Discount: $2,000

Final Price: $10 574

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 72,139

2022 Chevrolet Spark I1LT
4D Hatchback | Retail Price: 15,995
Stock #17617 | Discount: $1,400

Final Price: $15,170

Mo,

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 53,953
T—

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 54,725 -—'"—---—)

2022 Hyundai Santa Fe SEL
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $21,995
Stock #126300A | Discount: $2,218

Final Price: $20,352

2024 Jeep Compass Latitude
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $24,995
Stock #17633 | Discount: $5,000

Final Price: $20,570

2022 Ford Edge SEL
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $21,995
Stock #127001A | Discount: $4,002

Final Prlce. $18 568

2023 Nissan Rogue SV
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $23,995
Stock #800209 | Discount: $3,300

Final Price: $21,270

BEST DEALS ON PRE-OWNED ONLY ON NIoRTHSIDE
RREMIUMBRESOWNEDI, (1)1 $25KOIIIIOII'IIISDEIIVEI

DOC Fee: $575

2024 Chevrolet Trax LT

Stock #126349B | Discount: $2,000
Final Price: $21,570

2024 Jeep Compass Latltude
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $24,99
Stock #17635 | Discount: $5,300

Final Price: $20,270

4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $22,995

172-Point
INsPECTION

5

DOC Fee: $575 n
Odometer: 56,308

2023 Chevrolet Equinox LT
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $22,995
Stock #17650A | Discount: $2,000

Final Price: $21 570

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 58,293

2024 Ford Escape Active
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $28,595
Stock #U14377 | Discount: $7,522

Final Price: $21,648

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 32,288 =
——— =y

T e

'DOC Fee: $575 ?Z N
Odometer: 63,353 |
ometer: j

2024 GMC Terrain SLE
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $23,900
Stock #126368B | Discount: $1,747

Final Price: $22,728

2024 Ford Edge SE
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $26,150
Stock #U14219 | Discount: $3,730

Final Price: $22,995

; — =
. -
DOCFee:$575 [ _‘._'f;_
Odometer: 23,563 /j,, )‘

5

am | DOC Fee: $575 w

Odometer 23,796 ,,_

4D Sedan | Retail Price: $27,985
Stock #U14201 | Discount: $4,273

Final Price: $24, 287

T

| B
DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 42,615 2

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 68,657
[T—

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 21,087

2023 GMC Terraln SLT
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $26,995
Stock #17536A | Discount: $3,700

Final Price: $23,870

2025 Toyota Corolla LE
4D Sedan | Retail Price: $24,995
Stock #17641 | Discount: $1,298

Final Price: $24,272

2023 Ford Edge ST Line
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $27,900
Stock #426393A | Discount: $3,906

Final Price: $24,569

DOC Fee: $575 )
Odometer: 24,688 =

2025 Kia K4 GT-Line

2025 Hyundai Kona SEL
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $25,995
Stock #17643 | Discount: $2,932

Final Price: $23,638

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer:

2025 Ford Escape ST-Line
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $30,995
Stock #17622 | Discount: $7,000

Final Price: $24,570

R -
2025 Jeep Compass Limited
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $27,995
Stock #17644 | Discount: $4,000

Final Price: $24,570

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 16,806
Y iy

4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $60,675
Stock #426278A | Discount: $10,543

Final Price: $50,707

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 10,840
.

STRONG, GAPAB

DOC Fee: $575

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 36,384 .~

DOC Fee: $575

2025 Jeep Grand Cherokee L Summit Reserve 2025 Ford Escape ST-Line Elite 2024 GMC Yukon Denali Ultimate
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $34,875
Stock #U14003 | Discount: $4,685

Final Price: $30,765

4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $80,995
Stock #426272A | Discount: $11,078

Final Price: $70,492

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 15,877

-2

Faapmee . 1

e

DOC Fee: $575 ]
Odometer: 75,194

4D Crew Cab | Retail Price: $56,999
Stock #800208 | Discount: $9,004

Final Price: $48,570

2025 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 RST

2020 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon
4D Crew Cab | Retail Price: $$41,950
Stock #17520 | Discount: $7,955

Final Price: $34,570

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 14,221 £

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 9,433

2023 Ford Explorer Timberline
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $36,850
Stock #U14107 | Discount: 3,304

Final Price: $34,121

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 8,528

2024 Ford F-150
Lariat
4D SuperCrew | Retail Price: $62,925
Stock #U14038 | Discount: $13,008

Final Price: $50,492

DOC Fee: $575
0dometer 12,775

g - /@E\m

2020 Chevrolet Tahoe LT
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $34,658
Stock #U14129 | Discount: $3,170

Final Price: $32,063

TRUSTED PRE-OWNED FOR YOUR FAMILY JOURNIES!

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 19,698 |-

2023 GMC Acadia SLE
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $32,995
Stock #4G074A | Discount: $3,000

Final Price: $30,570

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 2,863

2025 Toyota Tacoma TRD Off-Road
4D Double Cab | Retail Price: $45,995
Stock #800232 | Discount: $6,804

Final Price: $39,766

2026 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 High Country
4D Crew Cab | Retail Price: $70,999
Stock #426317A | Discount: $10,004

Final Price: $61,570

DOC Fee: $575 I
Odometer: 34,610

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer:19,647

2026 Ram 1500 Laramie
4D Crew Cab | Retail Price: $67,675
Stock #U14142 | Discount: $19,676

Final Price: $48,574

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 5,154

2024 Ford F-150 XLT
4D SuperCrew | Retail Price: $49,995
Stock #4G124A | Discount: $8,000

Final Price: $42,570

2025 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD Custom
4D Crew Cab | Retail Price: $57,700
Stock #17573A | Discount: $6,705

Final Price: $51,570

2025 Ford F-150 XLT
4D SuperCrew | Retail Price: $57,858
Stock #U14274 | Discount: $8,168

Final Price: $50,265

2026 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4
4D Crew Cab | Retail Price: $69,995
Stock #126291A | Discount: $8,301

Final Price: $62,269

DOC Fee: $575 =
Odometer: 44,719

2024 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4
4D Crew Cab | Retail Price: $60,425
Stock #426356A | Discount: $12,030

Final Price: $48,970

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 13,263

Stock #U14004 | Discount: $9,889

Final Price: $33,511

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 12,556 ==

2026 Jeep Wrangler Sport
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $42,825

2026 Jeep Wrangler Sahara
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $49,595
Stock #17554 | Discount: $7,600

Final Price: $42,570

WHATEVER THE SEASON, WHEREVER THE ROAD

DOC Fee: $575
Odometer: 20,696 4

DOC Fee: 5575

2024 Ford Bronco Raptor
4D Sport Utility | Retail Price: $70,250
Stock #U14195 | Discount: $5,396

Final Price: $65,429

2022 Jeep Gladiator Rubicon
4D Crew Cab | Retail Price: $36,995

Stock #126397A | Discount: $1,996
Final Price: $35,574

DISCLAIMER: This offer is from the dealer. All rebates, incentives, and $575 doc fee applied. Prices do not include tax, title, and license. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Offer Expires 9-7-26.




