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Local Democrat
receives statewide
recognition

Pamela Corey, a former resident of Clay County
received special recognition from Democratic lead-
ers in honoring her posthumously as one of West
Virginia’s Outstanding Democrats of the Year. This
Outstanding Democrat was selected by local county
leaders for her lifetime of hard work and dedication
to the Democratic Party in Clay County. Pamela
received tribute from Democrats assembled at the
recent Roosevelt-Kennedy Dinner Celebration held
at the Beni Kedem Temple, in Charleston, WV on
Saturday, October 3, 2026. This year’s special guest
speaker was the Chair of the Democratic National
Committee, Ken Martin.

Karen Coria, a Putnam County Democratic Party
leader and chair of the 41st Annual Awards Cer-
emony indicated that the award was established to
recognize local Party officials and volunteers whom
Democratic leaders feel have contributed most to the
Party’s efforts. “Our goal is to recognize these spe-
cial people who have distinguished themselves by
contributing to our society, by working within the
framework of our democracy and political Party sys-
tem,” Coria said.

Marissa Atha
sets records and
makes history

By Allen Hamrick

Throughout this cross-country season Marissa Atha
has become one of the most prolific runners on the trail.
She has the distinction of becoming the first in CCHS
history to win the Regional Championship for the sport.
It wasn’t the crowds cheering her on that raised her to
this level but the hundreds of quiet miles she put in on
the trail. Those miles were traveled with complete fo-
cus, self-control and silence. This past Saturday the
Cross-Country Championship was run at the YMCA
Kennedy Center, and it was where the autumn air met
the trail and history in the making. It was time for Ma-
rissa to turn months of hard work into a moment that
will resonate halls of CCHS for a long time...and she is
just getting started as a freshman.

Being a freshman means nothing when a runner
chooses to not run in the shadow of others but to blaze
their trail. Atha set the pace early and never wavered
from it; as the trail got longer and weakness set in on the
other runners, there was no doubt that her championship
stride wouldn’t be broken. She ran the event at 20:15.1,
nearly a full two minutes ahead of second place. The
rest of the team, inspired by her quick pace, dug deep
and ultimately grabbed the Region IV runners up title
while scoring 40 points which comes with a trip to the
state competition held in Huntington this Saturday. The
team turned this historic run for Marissa into a victory
for the whole crew. When the dust settled, the Lady
Panther runners as well as the Panther runners qualified
and will all get a chance at a state title.

The CCHS teams have been running the horizons
all season and now it belongs to them. The trail ahead
will be a tough one, but after this weekend they proved
that CCHS Cross Country knows how to make the miles
count. Congratulations to Marissa on her history mak-
ing accomplishments and to the rest of the team for their
State Championship berth.

In other sports news, Panther football defeated Ra-
venswood 34-22 on Friday and are now 5-3 for the sea-
son. Mustang football defeated Spencer for 7th place in
the CWVAC tournament on Thursday. The Lady Mus-
tang volleyball team placed 4th in the CWVAC tourna-
ment on Saturday with Charlotte Elliott grabbing All
Tournament honors and Kinley Collins and Savannah
McMillion grabbing the All-Conference awards.

L-R Head Coach Abbie Boggs, Kinley Collins, Savannah
McMillion, Charlotte Elliott and Assistant Coach Anissa
Collins. Photo Kathy Atha

Blades

Celebrate Victory—and a Vision

for Soccer in Clay County Schools

By Stephany Bryant

The Clay County Youth Soccer League’s Ul2
Blades stepped onto Bradley Field at Clay County
High School for the first time on Saturday, October
17, earning an impressive 6—2 victory over Midland
Trail’s Thunderbolts. But the significance of the day
reached well beyond the final score.

For 12 young players who love the game, the
matchup was an opportunity to show the commu-
nity what soccer could look like in Clay County’s
schools. Playing with pride and purpose, the Blades
represented both their team and the young athletes
who may one day follow in their footsteps.

Angela Brown live streamed the game, with Jamie
McDonough providing commentary, allowing view-
ers beyond the stands to share in the excitement.

Although this was the Blades’ first appearance on
Bradley Field, the hope is that it will not be their
last. The game offered a glimpse of what school soc-
cer could bring to Clay County: opportunities for

students to compete, develop their skills and repre-
sent their community.

The Blades’ roster includes John Althage, So-
phia Althage, Felicity “Flea” Bryant, Gage Lucero,
Promise Lucero, Ezekiel “Zeke” McLaughlin, Levi
McLaughlin, Jameson Mollohan, Corey Rose, Anna
Sears, Vaida Walton and Lailah Witt. The team is led
by head coach Patrick Shepherd and assistant coach-
es Micheal Bryant and Lil Jon McCormick. Isaac
Brown, Scott Wilson and Stephanie Priest served as
referees.

The league extends its sincere thanks to the Clay
County Board of Education for its support, Clay
County High School for the use of Bradley Field,
and Roy’s Kitchen for providing food. Special
thanks also go to the parents and fans whose encour-
agement helped make the day memorable.

For these 12 players, it was more than a game. It
was a chance to help pave the way for soccer’s fu-
ture in Clay County.

Marissa Atha earns Regional
Champion Cross Country title

L-R Miranda Morris, Tara Conley, Regional Champion Marissa Atha, Sophia Berberich and Abigail Grandon
photo Larry Lundberg
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Natasha Marie Hayes
- Booked 10/21/2026,
Domestic Battery, Battery on
Officer, Obstructing an Of-
ficer, Fingerprint Refusal

Marty Doyle Morris -
Booked 10/21/2026, Proba-
tion Violation, Failure to
Register as a Sex Offender

CLAY COUNTY —

Henry Earl Stutler Jr. -
Booked 10/20/2026, Capias
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Breakdowns happen. “cinch

HOME SERVICES

We'll take it from there.

Let Cinch Home Services help you save on costly repair bills.

With nearly 50 years of experience, we are passionate about protecting our
customers and their homes from the expensive costs that come with a home
appliance or system breakdown. In fact, we've handled TMILLION+ service jobs
inthe last 3 years.
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Our home warranty covers:

Furnace/Heating Systems.
Air Conditioning Systems
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Electrical System
Plumbing System and Stoppages
Toilets

Interior Gas Lines
Ceiling Fans
Garbage Disposals

Get 30% off your home warranty plan
i i

Don't wait! Call now for our best offer.

(855) 968-0741 |

“Discount applies o the first year of a new Repair Only Plan, Repair + Repair + Plan.
ond add-ons, C h any other offer,

Howard Edgar Lane - William Lynn Swarthout
Booked 10/22/2026, Bran- - Booked 10/22/2026,
dishine a Deadly Weapon Financial Exploitation of an

1shing y Yveapon, Elderly Person, Protected
Fleeing from Officer Person, or Incapacitated

Adult, Obtaining Money;,
Property, Services by False
Pretenses

Charity Kay Baker - Booked

Zachary Thomas Nassif -
10/23/2026, Possession Booked 10/20/2026, DUI
Gary Lee Foor Sr. -Booked First Offense

10/25/2026, Resisting Arrest,
False Information to Law
Enforcement, Assault

Governor Morrisey Declares State
of Emergency to Provide Diesel Fuel

Relief for West Virginia Families
Executive order will save businesses and
drivers 20.5 cents per gallon as diesel prices
reach $6.34 in West Virginia

CHARLESTON, W.Va. - Governor Patrick Morrisey
recently declared a 60-day state of emergency across
all 55 West Virginia counties and signed an executive
order to provide temporary relief for the use of red-
dyed diesel fuel. The action will save businesses and
drivers 20.5 cents per gallon, helping lower transporta-
tion costs that affect the prices West Virginia families
pay for everyday goods.

“Making West Virginia more affordable means look-
ing for every opportunity to help families keep more
of their hard-earned money,” said Governor Morrisey.
“Transportation costs affect the prices we pay at the
grocery store and throughout our economy. Today,
we’re giving businesses and citizens an opportunity
to lower those costs, so that savings will benefit West
Virginia families.”

According to AAA, the average price of diesel fuel
in West Virginia reached $6.34 per gallon on October
20, compared with $3.57 at the same time last year.
The Governor’s emergency declaration cites rising die-
sel prices and limited supply as threats to the delivery
of essential goods, farm operations, emergency servic-
es, and other activities that West Virginians depend on.

President Donald Trump signed an executive order
on October 5 providing temporary federal relief for the
highway use of red-dyed diesel. Governor Morrisey’s
executive order takes similar action at the state level by
temporarily suspending penalties tied to the use of red-
dyed diesel on highways and directing state agencies
to stop fuel inspections aimed specifically at detecting
its use.

Red-dyed diesel, normally used in off-road equip-
ment, is generally cheaper than regular highway diesel.
At 20.5 cents per gallon in savings, a truck buying 200
gallons of diesel will save $41 on a single fill-up. For
businesses operating fleets of trucks, those savings can
add up quickly.

The relief will benefit industries that are central
to West Virginia’s economy, including coal, natural
gas, agriculture, forestry, and trucking, which depend
on diesel-powered vehicles and equipment to move

By Megan Boggs

Big Otter Elementary School would like to recognize
the top student for the Little Caesar’s Fundraiser. Fifth
grade student Gannon Cummings was the top seller for

Big Otter Elementary Update

products to market. Whether it’s a truck hauling coal
or transporting timber, lower transportation costs can
mean savings throughout the supply chain.

“The unprecedented rise in fuel costs for surface
mining and coal haulage have added to the challenges
facing West Virginia coal. The suspension will reduce
cost pressure and help us compete in a very difficult
market.”

Chris Hamilton, President and CEO of the West Vir-
ginia Coal Association

“Loggers are essential to West Virginia’s rural econ-
omies and the first link in the forest products supply
chain. Unprecedented operational costs, particularly
rising fuel costs, are threatening their ability to remain
in business. The West Virginia Forestry Association
appreciates Governor Morrisey’s willingness to rec-
ognize the severity of the situation and take steps to
provide relief.”

James Smith, Executive Director of the West Vir-
ginia Forestry Association

“Fuel is a significant cost for the producers, service
companies, and contractors who keep West Virginia’s
natural gas and oil industry operating, and rising diesel
prices are putting real pressure on them. We appreciate
Governor Morrisey’s decisive action to provide tempo-
rary flexibility that helps businesses keep trucks mov-
ing and keep costs under control.”

Rebecca McPhail, President of the Gas and Oil As-
sociation of West Virginia

“When we help the businesses that produce and
transport the goods we depend on, we’re helping the
families who buy those products,” said Governor Mor-
risey. “This is another step in our efforts to make West
Virginia more affordable while supporting the indus-
tries and workers who keep our economy moving.”

The state of emergency will remain in effect for 60
days unless ended earlier. The executive order takes ef-
fect immediately and directs state agencies to carry out
the temporary relief. West Virginia’s motor fuel excise
tax and commercial vehicle safety inspections remain
in effect.
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the Little Caesar’s Fundraiser! Gannon received a gift
card for being the top seller. THANK YOU to every-
one who supported Big Otter Elementary School! It’s a
great day to be a Big Otter Brave!
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Home Country

Slim Randles

It happened in the checkout lane down at the Soup
‘R’* Market last week.

As sometimes happens, when we are glancing at the
tabloids to see who fathered Bigfoot’s new baby, we get
into discussions of trivia. Annette was sliding broccoli
and corn flakes over the glass-window dinger machine,
and we were just chatting about ...
this time. You know...

“I read,” said Annette, “that a bear can run 45 miles
an hour, faster than a race horse.”

To which I added, “Did you know a polar bear’s skin
is black, and a black bear’s skin is white?”

“Really?” Annette said, weighing the plastic bag of
apples. “And did you know,” she said, “that horses can’t
vomit?”

Horses just hadn’t heard me sing yet, that’s all.

So it was then that the next guy in line, a young fel-
low dressed in camouflage, smiled and joined in.

“You know the song, ‘The Duke of Earl’?” he asked.

Well, of course we did. We used to slide around the
dance floor to that when Elvis was still a pup. Wasn’t as
good for snuggling as a Johnny Mathis tune, but what
is? Half the marriages in this town began while dancing
to “The Twelfth of Never.”

“Well, here’s something to think about,” our young
friend said. “If you are driving down the highway, and
you tap your foot on the accelerator each time the car
goes by one of those broken yellow lines, and if you do
it in time to ‘The Duke of Earl,” you’re doing exactly 55
miles an hour.”

“You’re kidding!”

“Nope. I'm a trucker, and I can tell you it’s a fact.
Heard it on the radio and gave it a try. Fifty-five miles
an hour.”

Let’s see ... Duke, duke, duke, duke of earl, duke,
duke, duke of earl, duke...

Might come in handy if the speedometer goes on
the fritz.

XXXXXX
Brought to you by the novella “Whimsy Castle” by
Slim Randles. On the internet.

A good walk

Joe Mazzella

I have always loved a good walk. When I was a
boy I used to walk in the woods and down the railroad
tracks near my home. When I was in college I would
explore the paths and roads around my campus. After
I had children I would take them for walks with me on
a trail around the local lake.

Even through it was good exercise I didn’t walk
mainly to stay fit. I walked to clear my head, calm my
heart, and quiet my soul. I walked to get away from
the noise of the world and allow the gentle breezes of
nature to touch my spirit. I walked to silence all the
chattering voices in my mind so that I could hear the
gentle whispers of God in my heart and soul. I walked
to work out my problems and allow God to guide me
on how to best live my life. And at a certain point in
my walk I would feel a peace settle over me. I would
feel the warmth of God’s love fill me and I would feel
the joy of being alive in this world once again.

I don’t get to walk that much anymore. Duties and
responsibilities make it hard to find the time to take a
good, long walk.
when I walk it is to take my dogs outside to relieve
themselves. But I have still found a way to walk in my
soul. I turn off or tune out the internet, the television,
and the radio. I pray, quite my mind and let myself
listen for the gentle, loving voice of God to speak in
my thoughts and touch my feelings. And when I do
I always find the wisdom I need. When I do I always
feel the love of God inside me. When I do I always get
that sense of peace and joy that [ used to feel whenever
I took a good walk.

Always try to take a good walk then whether you
use your legs or not. Turn off the world, calm your
mind, quiet your soul, and let God’s Love fill you. Let
God’s wisdom guide you. Let God give you peace and
joy. Then walk out into the world and share it with
everyone.

I think it was bears

I exercise inside now and usually
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Maybe We Should Go Back to
the Horse-And-Buggy Days

Dr. James Snyder

Every Sunday morning, The Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage and I go across town for our ministry at an
assisted living facility. We’ve been doing this for ap-
proximately four years now. It’s a wonderful ministry
we enjoy.

The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage always
drives her Sissy Van while I sit in the passenger seat.
She prefers to drive because she really doesn’t like rid-
ing in my pickup truck. I don’t blame her, so I allow her
the privilege of driving across town. I’m not too fond
of riding in the Sissy Van, but I have no other choice.
Getting in and out is quite the task.

Last week, as we were going across town, the traffic
was horrible. I can’t remember when traffic was this
bad. It seemed like we were driving bumper-to-bum-
per all the way across town. Where do all of these cars
come from? And why are they on the road on Sunday?

Of course, in this kind of environment, there are
many accidents. During the last year, I had 4 friends
killed in an automobile accident.

When I was young, people drove on Sunday to go to
church. Now, that seems to be off the schedule for most
people today. I have no idea where they are going. The
important question for me is why are they driving so
crazy?

This week, as we were driving across town, I thought
about something from back in the day. We had quite
a few Amish people in our community. I even had an
Amish friend. My great-grandmother was Amish but
was shunned because she dated an “English” guy, who
became my great-grandfather.

As you might know, the Amish do not drive auto-
mobiles. They don’t have electricity in their homes, or
plumbing, or anything like that. They don’t believe in
that sort of thing. They live a very simple lifestyle.

The most significant thing about the Amish is that,
instead of driving an automobile, they drive a Horse-
And-Buggy. I remember riding with my friend in a
Horse-And-Buggy, and I had a great time.

Thinking about the Horse-And-Buggy community, I
realized there were very few accidents. In fact, I can’t
remember a single accident involving a Horse-And-
Buggy.

Compared to automobiles, I’'m not quite sure how
many accidents happen with automobiles each year.
I’m sure it’s pretty high, and I’m sure many people die
as a result of automobile accidents.

But I have yet to hear of somebody dying because of
a Horse-And-Buggy accident. I’m not saying it hasn’t
happened; I’ve just never heard of it.

What if we went back to those Horse-And-Buggy
days? Back to the time when we weren’t all caught up
with the latest technology available.

Maintaining a Horse-And-Buggy is far cheaper than

an automobile. Gas alone can bankrupt a person. Gas is
a lot more expensive for a car than the oats and hay a
horse eats.

As we were traveling across town, I looked at my
wife and said, “Maybe we should get a Horse-And-
Buggy instead of this Sissy Van.”

She looked at me, then said, “Neeeeeigh.”

I didn’t mention that again because I understood ex-
actly what she was saying. I’'m not going to nag her
about that.

It was rather warm that morning, and The Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage turned on the air conditioner
and said, “I like air conditioning, don’t you?”

As I enjoyed the air conditioning, I understood exact-
ly what she meant. I’ve ridden in several Horse-And-
Buggies, and not one of them had air conditioning. In
fact, riding down the road, I was exposed to the weather
all around me. Sometimes it was a sweating experience.

There are some advantages to Horse-And-Buggy, I
suppose. But as I thought along these lines, I realized
the advantages of The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age’s Sissy Van are far greater.

Usually, when I rode in a Horse-And-Buggy, it was
out in the country, with very little traffic. It just oc-
curred to me what an advantage that is.

Even though the Sissy Van is not my favorite mode of
travel, I must confess it has advantages I should learn
to appreciate. I thought long and hard about that, then
turned to The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage and
said, “I must confess that I really do enjoy your Sissy
Van.”

She looked at me, then chuckled and replied, “I don’t
know if you’re telling me a joke or setting me up for
one of your pranks.” Then she laughed some more.

I remember one time going into an Amish store. They
had a big book section that I liked to go through. Amish
are really into books. The store had no electricity, no
lights, and no air conditioning. They did have lanterns
throughout the store.

When I found a book, I went up to pay for it, and you
will not guess what I saw there.

On the counter was the latest cash register, with all
the perks I have ever seen.

When it comes to money, people will contradict their
beliefs.

Thinking along this line, I remembered a wonderful
verse of scripture.

“Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify
one another, even as also ye do” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).

One of the great things in life as a Christian is ap-
preciating other people, not because you agree with ev-
erything they do. Finding something to appreciate in
everyone’s life is a great challenge sometimes. Then I
focus on that one area I appreciate. Not everything mat-
ters.

Farm Credit Mid-America launches
$17,500 Youth in Ag Innovation Program

New program accepting applications through
December 1, 2026

Young people with ideas to strengthen agriculture
and rural communities have a new opportunity to bring
those ideas to life through Farm Credit Mid-America’s
Youth in Ag Innovation Program.

Farm Credit Mid-America is accepting applications
for the new program through Dec. 1, 2026. A total of
$17,500 will be awarded to three youth organizations to
implement projects that advance agricultural innovation
and demonstrate measurable impact.

“Some of the best ideas for the future of agriculture
may come from the young people who will help lead it,”
said Hannah Walker, community investment manager at
Farm Credit Mid-America. “Through the Youth in Ag
Innovation Program, we want to give young people the
opportunity and resources to take an idea, put it into ac-
tion and make a difference in agriculture and their com-
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munities.”

The program encourages young leaders to identify
opportunities and develop creative solutions connected
to agricultural practices, food production or access, sus-
tainability and conservation, and agricultural technol-
ogy or systems.

The top three projects will receive:

Top Project Award: $10,000

Excellence Award: $5,000

Impact Award: $2,500

Award funds must be used to implement the proposed
projects.

Eligible applicants must be youth-led groups affili-
ated with an established organization, such as 4-H, FFA,
a school-based science or agriculture club or another
recognized youth-serving organization. Participants are
recommended to be ages 12-18 and must work with an
identified adult advisor or sponsor.

Youth must take an active role in developing, plan-
ning, implementing and evaluating the proposed project.
Applications should include clear project goals, measur-
able outcomes and a basic timeline while explaining
how the project could benefit agriculture, youth devel-
opment or the community. Projects that demonstrate
strong partnerships, connections to their communities
and rural leadership development are encouraged.

Applications will be evaluated on the creativity and
originality of the idea, likelihood of successful imple-
mentation, potential benefit to agriculture or the com-
munity, depth of youth leadership and involvement and
strength and completeness of the application.

The three finalists will be selected from all eligible
submissions and invited to present their projects at Farm
Credit Mid-America’s February 2027 Advocate Coun-
cil Meeting. Customers attending the meeting will vote
to determine the final award placements. The Top Proj-
ect Award recipient will also be invited to the follow-
ing year’s meeting to share the impact of the completed
project.

Applications are due Dec. 1, 2026. Program details,
eligibility requirements and the application are available
through the Youth in Ag Innovation Program at fcma.
com.
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THIS WEEK IN

West Yirginia History

Oct. 28, 1929: Painter
Charles Lewis “Chuck”
Ripper was born in Pitts-
burgh and later moved to
Huntington. He was one of
the country’s best-known
wildlife artists, with paint-
ings appearing on nearly
100 magazine covers and
80 U.S. postage stamps.

Oct. 28, 1972: Singer,
musician and songwriter
Brad Paisley was born
in Glen Dale, Marshall
County. Paisley has won
three Grammys, 14 Acad-
emy of Country Music
Awards, 14 Country Mu-
sic Association Awards
and two American Music
Awards.

Oct. 29, 1861: Confed-
erate commander Robert
E. Lee ended his ill-fated
western  Virginia cam-
paign. His three months in
the region were marked by
rain, mud, inexperienced
officers, diseases among
the troops and rampant
criticism of his leadership.

Oct. 29-30,2012: A rare
October blizzard struck
West Virginia as an after-
math to Hurricane Sandy
accompanied by strong
mid- and upper-level

troughs in the jet stream.
While the East Coast was
getting flooded with rain,
snow totals here were
reaching up to three feet
in Raleigh, Fayette, Nich-
olas, Webster, Upshur,
Randolph,  Pocahontas,
Tucker and Preston coun-
ties. Some areas received
nearly four feet.

Oct. 30, 1825: Ran-
dolph McCoy was born
in Logan County. In 1878,
McCoy’s accusation

against a cousin of Ander-
son “Devil Anse” Hatfield
for stealing a hog set off a
deadly series of events in
the Hatfield-McCoy Feud.
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Oct. 30, 1930: The first
Mountain ~ State Forest
Festival in Elkins began
on this day. It has been
held ever since except for
an eight-year gap in the
1940s and in 2020-21 due
to the COVID-19 pan-
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

€ Moderate @ 4 Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

demic.

Oct. 31, 1877: Herman
Guy Kump was born in
Capon Springs, Hamp-
shire County. He was the
19th governor of West

Virginia, serving from
1933 to 1937.
Oct. 31, 1940: Gale

Catlett, West Virginia Uni-
versity basketball player
and coach, was born in
Hedgesville, Berkeley
County. Catlett coached
WVU to 13 20-win sea-
sons before he retired in
2002. His 439 victories

make him the winningest
men’s basketball coach in
WVU history.

Oct. 31, 1946: Labor
leader Cecil Edward Rob-
erts Jr. was born on Cabin
Creek, Kanawha County.
A sixth-generation coal
miner and a fiery orator,
Roberts served as presi-
dent of the United Mine
Workers of America from
1995 until his retirement

in 2025.

Oct. 31, 1951: Foot-
ball coach Nick Saban
was born in Fairmont.
As a quarterback, he led
Monongah High School
to a 1968 state champion-
ship. He went on to coach
Louisiana State Univer-
sity and the University of
Alabama to seven national
championships (six with
Alabama), the most by
any head coach in college
football history.

Oct. 31, 1990: A nearly
20-month bitter lockout at
Ravenswood ~Aluminum
began when union con-
tract negotiations broke
down and supervisors
turned away workers re-
porting for the midnight
shift.

Nov. 1, 1688: Mor-
gan Morgan was born in
Wales. Traditionally, Mor-
gan was considered the
first White settler of West
Virginia, but others were
likely here first. He settled
in the Bunker Hill area
of present-day Berkeley
County in 1731, building
a log house that still re-
mains.

Nov. 1, 1848: Israel
Charles White was born
in Monongalia County.
White was West Virginia’s
first state geologist, ap-
pointed in 1897 and serv-
ing until his death in 1927,
working without pay for
all but two of those years.

Nov. 1, 1946: Wheel-
ing-Ohio County Airport
officially opened.

Nov. 1, 1961: The first
non-commercial radio

station in West Virginia,
WMUL-FM at Marshall
University, began broad-
casting.

Nov. 1, 1968: Fayette
County native Charles
Rogers earned the Medal
of Honor for actions that
began on this date near the
Cambodian border during
the Vietnam War.

Nov. 2, 1859: John
Brown was convicted of
murder, treason and in-
surrection in the Jeffer-
son County Courthouse
at Charles Town. Brown’s
raid on Harpers Ferry
galvanized the nation,
further alienating North
and South and drastically
reducing any possible
middle ground for com-
promise to avert the Civil

War.

Nov. 2, 1944: Despite
being mortally wounded
during a bombing mis-
sion over Germany dur-
ing World War II, B-17
navigator and Huntington
native Robert Femoyer
refused medical aid and
guided his damaged plane
safely back to England.
His skill and bravery
saved the entire crew,
though he died 30 min-
utes after landing, earn-
ing the Medal of Honor.
Nov. 2, 1952: Tri-State
Airport in Wayne County
was dedicated, with the
first official landing made
at 11 a.m. by Piedmont
Airlines.

Nov. 2, 1996: Baseball
player Toni Stone died.
Born in Bluefield, she
joined the Negro Ameri-
can League in 1953, be-
coming the first woman
to play pro baseball in a
previously all-male major
league.

Nov. 3, 1943: Governor
Matthew Neely named
James Lowell McPherson
state poet laureate. At age
22, McPherson was the
youngest person ever to
serve in that role.

Nov. 3, 1947: Kanawha
Airport (now Yeager In-
ternational Airport) was
dedicated. World War 1
ace Capt. Eddie Ricken-
backer was among the
dignitaries present.

supel‘ CIOSSWOI‘d GIVE P’S A CHANCE

ACROSS 55 Flooring 102 Bounding 8 “What was 45 Gasol ofthe 88 — -mo
1's — square along merrily — do?” NBA replay
cause!” 58 Person on a Swiss 9 General —'s 46 TV prizes 89 Doctrine
6 Square mile, walking with mountain? chicken 48 Meat jelly 92 Psy and
say a limp? 108 Himalayan 10 Sound made 49 Actor Carell BTS’ music
14 Puccini’'s “— 60 Actor Mineo guide during a of “Vice” genre
Butterfly” 62 Lac liquid 114 Johnson physical 50 Sailors, 94 Very excited,
20 Roping event 64 Pro vote who directed 11 Novelist colloquially slangily
21 Broken 65 OR hookups “Knives Out” Charles 53 Spherical 96 Meeting,
ceramic bit 66 Bribed a 115 Electric fan's 12 Mistake bacterium, informally
22 Trapped after judge in order sound 13 Do a tally of informally 97 U.K. record
a blizzard to win? 116 Dissolves out 14 Glove alter- 56 Zodiac feline label
23 Stumbled and 74 Body part via percola- native 57 Body part 98 Lion lair
really with three tion 15 High card with three 100 Watch out for
got hurt? bones 117 Riddle 16 Heavy bones 102 Playground
25 Starting a 75 Wriggly fish 119 Sluggish slumber 59 Establish rejoinder
golf game, 76 Tram cargo mammal 17 “Sayonara!” 61 Gazes 103 Like ruled
with “off” 77 Actor Linden wearing a 18 76-Across creepily paper
26 As yet 78 Battles pair of hats? digger 63 ETs' craft 104 Pamphleteer
unborn between 124 Golden ager 19 Arightoneis 66 Cave dwarf Thomas
27 Don't fully Thelonious 125 Fearful 90 degrees 67 Insinuate 105 Saint — and
believe Monk and 126 San Diego 24 Wiped clean 68 Dawn Nevis
29 Rind Dizzy ballplayer 28 Male sibling, moisture 106 Writer Shaw
30 Winged seed Gillespie? 127 Third-largest in dialect 69 Blink brightly 107 Teaser ad
of a maple or 83 Ex-U.N. Danish city 31 Father: Prefix 70 Rankle 109 Lock holders
elm tree leader Annan 128 Cold carnival 32 Pixieish sort 71 Olds oldie 110 Dazzling
31 Stress felt 86 Martini & — treat 33 Good bud 72 Basketball success
after eating (vermouth) 129 Tarnish 34 Prudish sort great Bird 111 1970s
jalapenos? 90 DeGeneres 35 Opera singer 73 Socially cold sitcom
36 Arranged like and Burstyn DOWN Anne — 74 $5 bills, 112 — dish
a ladder 91 Get really wet “—ajealous von Otter informally (bio lab item)
38 Organic 93 Exchanges mistress” 37 Tech news 79 Looking 113 Ghostly
compound favors, in 2 — Doone website through a white
39 Gymnast? politics (cookie 39 To and — keyhole, say 116 — majesty
47 Banquet 95 More guileful brand) 40 Sales agt. 80 2002 scandal (high treason)
51 One giving 96 Mailed in 3 Strong dislike 41 Small newt company 118 Year divs.
paid money the opposite 4 Train system 42 Old cereal 81 King, in Nice 120 AAA service
back direction of? in Philly with an alien 82 Devitalize 121 Tolkien fiend
52 U.S. territory 99 Hoops great 5 Heavy drinker mascot 84 Writer Fannie 122 Malti- —
since 1898 Bryant 6 Raised coif 43 Open, as a 85 Ames’ state (hybrid dog)
53 Noonday nap 101 Last Greek 7 Negating drink bottle 87 35mm 123 Play on
54 Sight-related letters word 44 British tavern camera type words
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April 1959

High

President

CAROL GENE NEAL

e *‘isgg‘g' o 3%

e X35

ROSA ELLEN GIBSON
Vice President

School Senior Class .

RUBY LEE HOLCOME RAPP
Seeretary-Treasurer

* * ®
CAROL GENE NEAL

CAROL GENE NEAL is the 18-
year-old daughter of Mrs Dorothy
Nesl of 39 Nicholas Street, Widen,
West Virginia.

She is president of the Senior
Class and presidant of ¥. B, L. A.
She is a member of Student Coun-!
cil; she won a certificate in the
seventh grade from West Virginia
Club. Carol was reporier in the 8th
grade for her class. In the 9th she
was a member of the Widen High
Sehool Band, member of the Chor-
us club, and a member of Drama-
ties Club. She left Widen in her
sophomore year and aitended
school in Baltimore, Maryland.

She came back to Widen in her
Junior year and held the office as
vice-president of her class and
was a member of Dramatics Club.

Tn her junior year she attended
“Know <Your Stater Goverment
Day" at Charleston. She will give

senior class Address of Welcome,

at Commencement on May 14,1959.
{er ambition is to go to Florida
for a while and then go into train-
ing for a nurse.
* Xk ok

ROSA ELLEN GIBSON

ROSA ELLEN GIBSON is the
17-year-old daughter of Mrs. Pru-
ssia Gibson of Wilson Ridge,

She has been vice-president of
her class two years and has been
a member of Student Council for
two years, one of which she was
vice-president,

She was taken into National
Honor Society in 1957 and is now
secretary-treasurer. She was a me-
mber of West Virginia Club for
two years and a member of Chor-
us Club for two and a half years.

She  attended Rhododendron
Girls’ State in June, 1958 and was

“Mistress of  Ceremonies at the
Homecoming Game in February
1959. .

She was a member of Dramatics
. Club and is secretary this year.
She was a member of the cast of
“The Ghost in the Green Gown’;
“Crazy Violet”; and the senior
play, “Ghost Tails.”

She was Hallowe'en Carnival
Queen in October 1957 and she
maintains a “B% average.

She is secretary ~ tireasurer of
M. Y. F. at Wainut Grove Metho-
dist Church.

Rosa attended the Leadership
conference at Morgantown in Feb-
ruary 1958. She will give the Far-
ewell Address at her Graduation
on May 14, 1959,

She is planning to spend the
summer 2t home and then attend
an airline school in the fall.

RUBY LEE HOLCOME RAFPP

RURBRY LEE HOLCOMB RAPP
is the 18 year-old daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Hetbert Holcomb of 7
Nicholas Street, Widen, West Vir-
ginia.

She was secretary of her class
for four years and president of
the Junior Class.

Ruby was cheerleader for the
Grade. School Basketball Tourna-
ment and secretary of the Girl
Seouts in the seventh grade.

She was a member of the West’
Virginia Club for two years and
took the State Golden Horseshoe
Test.

e
She was a. member of the Dra-

matics Club for five wyears; during
that time she held the offices of
president, vice president for two
vears, and secretary.

Ruby was a regular cheerlead-
er for the Junior High Basketball
Team in 1954-55.

She played the eclarinet in the
band for two years and was a
majorette.

Ruby was the Sophomore prin-
cess for the Basketball Queen at
the Homecoming Came in 1957,
Also, in 1957 she attended Camp
Horseshoe, leadership eamp, spon-
sored by the Women's Club.

She was a member of National

.Honor Scciety for three years, pre-

sident in her senior year, and at-
tended the Rotary dinner for the
Society, She will receive a gold
ribbon from the Soeciety for having
an “A"” average from the ninth
grade to the twelfth,

She was a meémber of Student
Council ‘and Student of the month
for April in her junior year, Also,
in that year she was Mistress of
Ceremonies for the Homecoming
Game.

She was chosen Betty Crocker
Homemaker of Tomorrow for 1959
and will receive a Homemaker pin.
She was selected to attend Rotary
Club for high grades for the first
pine weeks of her senior year. She
was .Student of the Month for
"March of her senior year.

Ruby has been on- the honor sion. .
voll for twelve years, elgven years 'y O 4
on the duled, beginning with a general

on the “A” and one year
“B

CHARLES WILLTAM SIGMAN

L] - L L 4

P

She was named valedictorian of
her class and will receive a year’s
subscription to the Reader’s Digest
and a certificate. .

Ruby was married to  Daniel
Rapp during her senior year and
they plan to live at 14 Kanawha
Street, :

CHARLES WILLIAM SIGMAN

CHARLES WILLIAM SIGMAN is
the 18-year-pld-son of Mr. and

-Mrs. Oral Sigman of Widen, West

Virginia.

He was a member of the West
Virginia club for two years; a me-
mber of the Athletic Club for two
vears; president of the Library
Club for one year; and Vice-pre-
sident in Art Club for one-year.

He was a member of the Dra-
matics Club in his senior year and
.Mion is to find a job.

Seniors Attend College

The seniors, in full dress, and in
gay, boliday spirits, left - early
Thursday morning, April 23, for
the Annual Glenville High School
Senior Day Program which is held
on’ the Genville State College cam-
pus each spring. . v

The program; is sponsored to
provide an opportunity for high
school seniors who are interested
in attending .college to visit the
camipus while classes are In ses-

A full day of activities was sche-
program in the auditorium of 10:00
‘A. M. and followed by directed
campus tours, dancing, swimming,
baseball games and open house
by all departments, XLuonch  was
served in the school cafeferia.
The Widen seniors took in every-
thing and had a wonderful time.

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL
AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first

LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-

MISCELLANEOUS

Cuthrie-Morrs Camphel b

Wholesale Distributors of

CHARLESTON, WEST YIRGINIA

¢

hearing aid with touchscreen controls. DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT, Neral and other final expenses. Call Phy-
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. RV AND MORE TO SUPPORT OUR sicians Life Insurance Company- 888-

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. VETERANS! Schedule a FAST, FREE 217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.info/wv
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million vehicle pickup and receive a top tax de-

happy customers. Call Audien 1-866- duction! Call Veteran Car Donations at SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
327-9323 1-888-964-4167 today WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR REPAIRING OR REPLACING APPLI- Warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal soluton ANCES AND HOME SYSTEMS LIKE service. Now featuring our FREE shower
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,is HEATING AND COOLING CAN BE package and $1600 Off for a limited time!
concerned ab_outa_fall or wants to regain COSTLY. A home warranty plan can Call today! Financing available. Call Safe
access to their entire home. Call Ameri- help. Start saving and get 30% off any Step 1-844-803-1282

Glide today! 1-844-592-5113 plan today. Workmanship Guarantee in-

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians glgdgd. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home NO MORE CLEANING QUT GUTTERS.
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage Scrvices 1-855-968-0741 Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can installa no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. new, custom bath or shower in as little rable warranty. Call today 1-844-295-

Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE as one day. For a limited time, waiving 2840 to schedule a FREE inspection and
Dental Information Kit with all the details! ALL installation costs! (Additional terms mspection an

1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus. apply. Subject to change and vary b
com/press #6258 dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.)
INTERNET/TV ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUNDATION an ad.dlponal 10% off. Limited timg only.
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER. REPAIR AND BASEMENT WATER- Restrictions apply, see representatlve for
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up- PROOFING EXPERTS. Whether base- Warranty and offer details.
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus me_gt, crawl Sazce _OL::ontt:';ette Slib V‘I’t?]‘" TRAVEL
P ; : guide you on the right path to a hea
ey dzgﬁ-gé)s%g?fgsgn Gift Cards. 1 e Tact now! Up (0 5600 off. Restric. YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided tours
tions apply. Call for a free consultation. available. Affordable, social and stress-
1-833-974-2676 free travel designed for mature travel-
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES ers. Our tours include accommodations,
CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same TODAY with a Generac Home Standby transportation, baggage handling, sight-
reliable, nationwide coverage as the Generator. Act now to receive a FREE  geeing, entrance fees, a professional
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
no hidden fees and activation is free. C1aSe: Call 1'844'901,'2301. today to
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, schedul(? a free quote. It's not just a gen-
starting at just $20/month. For more in- erator. It's a power move.

formation, call 1-855-615-6411 UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED

no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get

Tour Director and select meals. For a
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call
YMT today. 1-833-649-1532

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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LEGAL

IN THE FAMILY COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,

WEST VIRGINIA
TO: Magistrate Court Case No.:
Lucas Wayne Dunlap
Respondent Family Court Civil Action No. 26-DV-32

447 Charlton Heights Road

Kanawha Falls, WV

DOB: 10/08/94

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

1. The object of this suit is to obtain Domestic Violence Protective
Order

2. The object of this publication by Class I legal advertisement is
to notify the above-named individualof the action pending before
the Court specified below.

Clay County Family Court

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:

If appearing by evidence duly taken in this action that you could not
be found in or that you have left the State of West Virginia, you are
hereby notified of the above-referenced action,a copy of which may be
obtained at the Clay County, Circuit Clerk’s office.

A Final Hearing is scheduled for the 19th day of November 2026, at
10:30 AM, before the Clay County Family Court.

Issued this 10/22/2026 at 2:45 p.m.

Clerk of the Court

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA
In the Matter of Petition of Name Change of
Pierce James Taylor-Adkins Civil Case No. 26-P-15
Current Name Pierce James Taylor-Adkins Judge Morton
To
New Name Pierce James Taylor Adkins
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
CHANGE OF NAME

Order of Publication
Circuit Court of Clay County
West Virginia

Notice is hereby given that on the 7th day of December, 2026, at
3:00 PM or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, Petitioner
Pierce James Taylor-Adkins will apply by Petition to the Circuit Court
of Clay County, West Virginia, for the entry of an order by said court,
changing name of Pierce James Taylor-Adkins to Pierce James Taylor
Adkins at which time any interested party may appear and be heard,
if they so desire.

A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk
at her office.

ENTERED by the Clerk of said Court this 8th day of October, 2026.

Clerk of the Court

THE HEARTBEAT

LOCAL STORIES.
LOCAL PEOPLE.
LOCAL CONNECTIONS.

More Than Just Paper and Ink.

We don’t just report the news; we live it
alongside you. By sharing local stories told by
local people, we create the local connections

that turn a zip code into a home. When you
read The Clay Free Press, you aren’t just staying
informed—you’re keeping our community’s
heart beating strong.

ASS0OCIATION » SERVICES « FOUNDATION
In print and online, your community’s stories live here.

Press

LEGAL

Notice of Administration to Creditors, Distributees & Legatees

Notice is hereby given that the following estate(s) have been
opened for probate in the Clay County Clerk’s Office at P.O. Box 190,
246 Main Street, Clay, WV 25043-0190. Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will must make a complaint in accordance with
the provisions of West Virginia Code 41-5-11 through 13. Any inter-
ested person objecting to the qualifications of the personal representa-
tive or the venue or jurisdiction of the court, shall file written notice
of an objection with the County Commission through the Clay County
Clerk’s Office at the address listed above within 60 days after the date
of the first publication or within 30 days of the service of the notice,
whichever is later. If an objection is not filed timely, the objection is
forever barred. Any person interested in filing claims against an estate
must file them in accordance with West Virginia Code 44-2 or 44-3.

Settlement of the estate(s) of the following named decedent(s) will
proceed without reference to a fiduciary commissioner unless within
60 days from the first publication of this notice a reference is requested
by a party of interest or an unpaid creditor files a claim and good cause
is shown to support reference to a fiduciary commissioner.

Publication Date: Thursday, October 29, 2026

Claim Deadline: Monday, December 28, 2026

ESTATE NUMBER 911
APPOINTMENT DATE 10/23/2026
ESTATE NAME: DEBRA GOLLIHUGH WITT
ADMINISTRATOR  JOHN GARY RYAN WITT
849 RIVERS STREET
BELTON SC 29627

LEGAL
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To: CONNIE SUE MILLER, ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF JOHN CLINTON ROGERS,
JAMES CLIFTON ROGERS, ROGER DALE ROGERS, ANNA MARIE MOORE, OCCUPANT, or heirs
at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators,
fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties that may have an interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT UNION MAP 25 PARCEL 0026 0000 0000

You will take notice that BRIAN HAINES, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No. 2024-C-
000249, located in UNION District, 28 AC WTS LITTLE SYCAMORE SUR, which was returned delin-
quent or nonentered in the name of ROGERS JOHN CLINTON, and was sold by the deputy commissioner
of delinquent or nonentered lands of CLAY County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on the April 10, 2025.
BRIAN HAINES requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after January 1,
2027, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem

on or before December 31, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with $

interest, for tax year ticket number 2023 - 18654.

Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for

ticket number

Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2024 - 18666.

Additional taxes with interest.

Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest.

231.12
$ 0.00
198.44

$
$ 0.00
$  216.85

Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,

Secretary of State with interest.
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.

Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order,

certified or personal check.

$  695.55
§ 45255
$ 1,794.51

You may redeem at any time before December 31, 2026, by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate in
not more than three incremental payents that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate prior

to the issuance of the deed described above.

Given under my hand October 7, 2026

Christal G. Perry

Christal G. Perry

Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and

Nonentered Lands of CLAY County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections
Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East

Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

VISIT US ONLINE AT

GLAYGOUNTYFREEPRESS.CON




By Bryan Golden
Given a steady wind and a prop-
erly balanced kite, the kite will soar to
great heights. But if the nose of the kite
is pointed downward, the same wind will
send it crashing into the ground.

Just as wind can either lift a kite or
destroy it, criticism can either motivate
you to reach lofty goals or dissipate your
drive. Those who criticize far outnum-
ber those who achieve. Yet no statue was
ever erected to a critic. Rather than seek-
ing to appease and mollify critics, utilize
their admonition to stay on track.

Criticism is human nature. Instead
of creating or innovating, people find it
easier to criticize. If you want to accom-
plish something, critics will have an end-
less number of reasons why you won’t or
shouldn’t succeed.

To use criticism to reach great
heights, understand that if you are being
criticized you are in the company of all
great doers. By reaching out and extend-
ing yourself you rise above the horizon

and become a target.

What kind of criticism do you think
the following person would receive? He
dropped out of grade school. He ran a
country store. He went broke. It took
him 15 years to pay off his bills. He mar-
ried, but had an unhappy marriage.

He ran for congress and lost twice.
He then campaigned for the senate but
also lost twice. He delivered a short
speech and the audience was indifferent.
He was attacked daily by the press and
despised by half the country.

How many would label this man
a loser who would never make it? Who
was this man? Abraham Lincoln. What
was the short speech? The Gettysburg
Address.

Put yourself in this situation. Af-
ter only three months of schooling your
teacher informs your parents that you
don’t have the intellectual capacity to
pursue an education. So, you are taken
out of school.

But you have an insatiable curios-
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A Kite Flies Against the Wind

ity and want to make a living discovering
and inventing. Would your dreams be
condemned? Might you be laughed at?
Probably. However, Thomas Edison did
reasonably well with only three months
of schooling and an “inferior” mind.

Ponder the plight of this poor fel-
low. He had a radical new concept for
transmitting information. His ideas were
so preposterous that his friends and fam-
ily tried to have him locked up in a psy-
chiatric institution. Undeterred, in the
1890’s, Guglielmo Marconi proceeded to
successfully develop the radio.

Are you routinely chided or ridi-
culed for your dreams, desires plans or
goals? If so, take a look at the people of-
fering their negative opinions. Are they
experts in the areas that you are striving
for? Have they already accomplished
what you are trying to do? Are they pre-
senting their “advice” because they want
you to succeed? If the answers are no,
why would you ever allow their criti-
cisms to deter you?

How do you fly against criticism?
Believe in yourself and your goals. You
don’t need approval. You aren’t obligat-
ed to convince anyone that your ideas are
worthwhile. Often, it’s prudent to keep
your aspirations mostly to yourself. Seek
out others who are also working towards
their dreams and form a motivational
group to help each other.

When you succeed, some people
will tell you they knew you could do it.
Others will insist you must have been
lucky or were in the right place at the
right time. These will be the very same
people who were convinced you’d never
make it.

Use criticism to feed your deter-
mination and strengthen your resolve.
Make it the wind that will propel you to
new and exciting achievements.

Bryan is the author of “Dare to Live
Without Limits.” Contact Bryan at Bry-
an@columnist.com or visit www.Dare-
ToLiveWithoutLimits.com  Copyright
2026 Bryan Golden

The Courage to Ask, “What If?”

By Brian Neal Bollinger

Along the Elk River Trail between
Ivydale and Duck, a towering Bigfoot
built by Clay County students gives visi-
tors a reason to stop, look, and start talk-
ing. To me, it also represents something
familiar to anyone who has encouraged a
young person to pursue an idea: possibil-
ity takes shape when imagination meets
effort and support.

That is the message behind my request
for a proclamation from West Virginia’s
governor.

I am asking Gov. Patrick Morrisey’s
office to consider recognition of a per-
sonal journey through America’s report-
edly haunted places, inspired by the
storytelling traditions I grew up with in
West Virginia. My hope is that recogni-
tion can become another way to encour-
age students and families to take their
own possibilities seriously.

I am a Parkersburg native who now
lives in Maryland. My work as a WVU
Student Financial Coordinator takes me
into classrooms and communities, help-
ing students and families understand
college costs and financial aid. West Vir-
ginia remains the place that shaped my
curiosity, my commitment to helping
others and the persistence behind this
request.

Across years of travel, I have sat in
historic places, followed trails and lis-
tened to stories that stayed with me long
after I left. At home, I have sat in class-
rooms with students facing a different
unknown: whether the education and fu-
ture they want are within reach.

Both experiences have taught me to re-
spect the work between imagining a goal
and accomplishing it. They have also re-
minded me how much difference another
person’s encouragement can make.

Travel writer Robin Catalano provided
that encouragement before she knew my
name. Her Reader’s Digest article about
20 haunted destinations gave my curios-
ity a direction. I read it and asked my-
self, “What if?”

What if I visited them?

The question became a goal pursued
across multiple trips and years, through
tours, overnight stays and exterior stops.
Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum in
Weston and Lake Shawnee Abandoned

Amusement Park in Mercer County
brought that national journey back to
West Virginia.

Catalano has since reviewed the pho-
tographs I shared representing the des-
tinations in her article, including Batch-
eller Mansion images she endorsed in a
follow-up email. Her personal feedback
is separate from formal record certifica-
tion, but hearing from the writer who
inspired the journey has been deeply
meaningful.

It is a reminder that we do not always
know what our words might make pos-
sible for someone else.

West Virginia’s tourism efforts rec-
ognize that stories can inspire people
to explore. On Oct. 1, 2024, the state
launched its Paranormal Trail, connect-
ing local legends and historic attractions
through a digital passport. Clay County’s
student-built Bigfoot was among the at-
tractions highlighted at the launch.

There is something wonderful about
that connection. Students made some-
thing tangible, and their work became
part of an invitation to discover their
community. A visitor drawn by an un-
usual roadside figure can leave knowing
a little more about the people and place
behind it.

A story can open the conversation. A
community gives it substance.

I have seen that spirit as my work
takes me from Wyoming County to Mc-
Dowell County, from Jackson County
to Tyler County, and from Clay County
to Wood County. Especially during this
season, people remember the stories they
grew up hearing, the places that fright-
ened them and the relatives who knew
how to tell a tale.

Those memories deserve an audience.
They connect generations and give peo-
ple an opportunity to share something of
themselves.

This Halloween week, a family does
not have to travel across the country to
experience that connection. It can be-
gin by asking someone at the table what
story they remember. For travelers, it can
begin by stopping long enough to hear
about the community beyond an attrac-
tion’s name.

My proclamation request grows out
of that same belief: something personal

Brian Bollinger and Bigfoot

can become an opportunity to encourage
others.

The journey has required travel, re-
search, documentation and follow-
through. I have been grateful for the
family, educators, writers and others who
have offered time, guidance and encour-
agement along the way. Their support
has helped me keep working toward a
goal whose outcome remains uncertain.

In an Oct. 19 letter, U.S. Rep. April
McClain Delaney of Maryland congratu-
lated my exploration of American history
and the stories associated with haunted
destinations, while recognizing the im-
portance of responsible documentation.
I am thankful for that acknowledgment
and continue seeking consideration from
the governor’s office in my home state.

Arrelated submission for 25 document-
ed locations is also under RecordSetter
Council review. That is another part of
the journey; no world-record listing has
been awarded yet.

What I hope to carry into the next
classroom is an example students can

recognize: an interest became a goal,
the goal required work, and people
helped make the effort possible.

College plans require that same will-
ingness to ask questions, seek accurate
information and accept help. I want
students to know their voices matter
and that a difficult first step does not
have to be taken alone.

A governor’s proclamation would
hold particular meaning because of the
state that raised me and the communi-
ties I continue to serve. I would wel-
come the opportunity to use that rec-
ognition to keep those conversations
going.

Somewhere in a West Virginia class-
room, another person has an idea they
are not quite ready to say aloud.

I hope they find someone willing to
listen to. I hope they ask, “What if?”

And T hope they discover what so
many West Virginians already under-
stand: perseverance grows stronger
when people stand beside you. That,
too, is a story worth telling.

The Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asylum. Photo Brian Bollinger
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WOUTIERES, S 135l SCARY-GOOD SAVINGS END SOON!
REMIUMPRE-OWNED UNDER $25K - INlerT#s1oE

4D Sport Utility et
DOC Fee: $575

New & Certified Preowned

7YR /100K

72_P°INT Limited Powerfrain Warranty
INspeCTIONON o Y ¥ INORTHSIDE
E VERY DRIVE 2025 Mazda CX-5 2.5 S Select Package

I Stock #800279 | Odometer: 36,458
Pre-Ownep!

Retail: $25,325 | Discount: $1,330
4D Sport Utility

Final Price: $24,570

4D Sport Utility
DOC Fee: $575

2025 Hyundai Tucson SEL
Stock #U14441 | Odometer: 17,558
Retail: $26,450 | Discount: $2,452

Final Price: $24,573

4D Sport Utility I
DOC Fee: $575 W

2024 Nissan Altima 2.5 SV
Stock #U14564 | Odometer: 76,525 Stock #126438A | Odometer: 97,90 Stock #126375A | Odometer: 78,990 Stock #800311 | Odometer: 56,810
Retail: $9,999 | Discount: $1,000 Retail: $15,999 | Discount: $1,500 Retail: $19,999 | Discount: $2,304 Retail: $19,900 | Discount: $1,000 Retail: $20,999 | Discount: $2,004

Final Price: $9,574 Final Price: $|5 074 Final Price: $18,270 Final Price: $19,475 Final Price: $|9 570

201nda| Veloster : 2022 Mitsubishi Outlander SEL 2019 Chevrolet Traverse LT

Stock #U14523 | Odometer: 56,098

2014 Ford Explorer XLT

4D Sport Utlllty -
DOC Fee: $575

2D Sedan [ 4D Sport Utility

DOC Fee: Sgw/ DOC Fee: $575

4D Sport Utility |
DOC Fee: $575

4D Sport Utility
DOC Fee: $575 ﬂ

2019 Honda HR-V LX 2022 Jeep Compass Trailhawk 2024 GMC Terrain 2024 Chevrolet Trailblazer
Stock #126383A | Odometer: 41,706 Stock #U14531| Odometer: 90,970 Stock #U14571 | Odometer: 58,188 Stock #126368B | Odometer: 63,353 Stock #126441A | Odometer: 57,777
Retail: $19,999 | Discount: $1,000 Retail: $24,865 | Discount: $5,394 Retail: $23,999 | Discount: $4,279 Retail: $23,900 | Discount: $3,516 Retail: $22,999 | Discount: $2,002

Final Price: $19,574 Final Price: $20 046 Final Price: $20 295 Final Price: $20,959 Final Price: $21,572
s . [ Ve

4D Sport Utility ; 4D Sport Utility

DOC Fee: $575

T
4D Sport Utlllty
DOC Fee: $575

. 202}5'Tc.>yota Corolla LE

2023 GMC Terrain SLT 2021 Jeep Wrangler Sport S 2022 GMC Terrain SLT 2021 Chevrolet Traverse RS
Stock #17536A | Odometer: 42,615 Stock #4G137A | Odometer: 98,004 Stock #426370C | Odometer: 73,088 Stock #426394A | Odometer: 98,759 Stock #800308 | Odometer: 28,189
Retail: $26,995 | Discount: $5,500 Retail: $23,995 | Discount: $2,500 Retail: $24,575 | Discount: $3,075 Retail: $25,900 | Discount: $3,901 Retail: $23,995 | Discount: $999

Final Price: $22,070 Final Price: $22,070 Final Price: $22,075 Final Price: $22,574 Final Price: $23,571

681-400-0354 | 870 Northside Dr. | Summersville WV | www.midstatefordwv.com

THE ONLY THING SCARIER THAN
HALLOWEEN IS MISSING THESE DEALS!

4D SuperCrew
DOC Fee: $575

4D SuperCrew

4D Sport Utility 4D Sport Utility
DOC Fee: $575 DOC Fee: $575

4D SuperCrew
DOC Fee: $575

2026 Ford Bronco 2026 Ford Explorer 2026 Ford
Heritage Edition Active Ranger XL 2026 Ford F-150 STX
Stock #N14201 | MSRP:  $55,010 Stock #N14052 | MSRP:  $45,735 Stock #N14216 | MSRP:  $39,240 Stock #N14062 | MSRP: $52,040 2026 Ford F-150 XLT

Dealer discount: $1,996 | Rebates: $1,500 Dealer discount: $1,025 | Rebates: $3,000  Dealer discount: $500 | Rebates: $2,000  Dealer discount: $1172 | Rebates: $4,500 Stock #N13972 | MSRP: $63,285 | Dealer discount: $6,861 | Rebates: $4,500

Final Price: $52,089 J Final Price: $42,285 B Final Price: $37,315 [ Final Price: $46,943 Final Price: $52,499

(304) 635-2404 | 812 Northside Dr., Summersville WV | www.northsidechryslerjeepdodge.com

SPOOKTACULAR SAVINGS ARE NJORTHSIDE
V" HERE BEFORE WINTER ARRIVES! "‘

R

4D Sport Utility | 4D Sport Utility  _ 4D Sport Utility 4D Sport Utility 4D Crew Cab 4D Crew Cab

DOC Fee: $575 DOC Fee: $575 i DOC Fee: $575 - DOC Fee: $575 . E / DOC Fee: $575 |
% y = A T :

= mmmuy/_;m

2027 Dodge Durango 2026 Jeep Compass 2026 Jeep Grand 2026 Jeep Wrangler

GT Hemi Trailhawk Cherokee Limited 85th Anniversary 2026 RAM 1500 Big Horn 2026 RAM 1500 Big Horn
Stock #3H021 | MSRP:  $46,760 Stock #4G163 | MSRP:  $36,650 Stock #4G187 | MSRP: 49,435 Stock #4G106| MSRP: $54,520 Stock #3G206 | MSRP: $65,540 Stock #3G212 | MSRP:  $60,915
Dealer discount: $1,302 Dealer discount: $190 | Rebates: $1500  Dealer discount: $2,117 | Rebates: $6,444 Dealer discount: $1,846 | Rebates: $5500 Dealer discount: $7,161 | Rebates: $9,365  Dealer discount: $4,505 | Rebates: $7,310

Final Price: $46,033 Final Price: $35,535 Final Price: $41,449 Final Price: $47,749 Final Price: $49,589 Final Price: $49,675
ro

5=~ BMC TRUCK MONTH SAVINGS VANISH!

ROADS CHEVROLET E ARE FROFESSIONA. GRATE

4D Sport Utility i 4D Crew Cab
DOC Fee: $575 |1 s DOC Fee: $575

4D Crew Cab 4D Sport Utility 2D Regular Cab
DOC Fee: $575 DOC Fee: $575 A DOC Fee: 3575 B
B! - T p g » T~ "

2026 Chevrolet Colorado 2026 Chevrolet Silverado 2026 GMC

2026 Chevrolet Blazer 2LT Trail Boss 1500 LT Acadia Elevation 2026 GMC Sierra1500 Pro 2026 GMC Sierra 1500 SLE
Stock #126467 | MSRP: $40,279 Stock #126427 | MSRP:  $43,535 Stock #126433 | MSRP:  $61,590 Stock #426346| MSRP: $37,494 Stock #426300 | MSRP: $46,919 Stock #426225 | MSRP:  $63,134

Dealer discount: $2,966 | Rebates: X pealer discount: $3,191 | Rebates: $500  Dealer discount: $5,391 | Rebates: $6,500 Dealer discount: $49,274 | Rebates: $5,000 Dealer discount: $4,995 | Rebates: $3,250 ~ Dealer discount: $4,710 | Rebates: $4,000

Final Price: $37,888 Final Price: $40,419 Final Price: $50,274 Final Price: $44,849 Final Price: $39,249 Final Price: $54,999

Have a Safe & Happy Halloween from All of Us! Drive Carefully, Watch for Trick-or-Treaters, and Enjoy the Season

DISCLAIMER: This offer is from the dealer. All rebates, incentives, and $575 doc fee applied. Prices do not include tax, title, and license. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Offer Expires 11-6-26.




