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Vinton awarded Gish Mill renovation grant
On November 20, Gov-

ernor Ralph Northam an-
nounced over $1.4 million 
in Industrial Revitalization 
Grants (IRF) for three revi-
talization projects in Vinton, 
Warsaw, and Wytheville. The 
funding will support rede-
velopment of industrial and 
commercial structures in 
those towns.

The Vinton grant totals 
$468,750 and will be used for 
the Gish Mill Redevelopment 
Project. The Town of Vinton, 
through its partnership with 
Gish Mill Davii, LLC, will 
redevelop the historic Gish 
Mill into a mixed-use site 
that includes a restaurant, 
speakeasy, seasonal market, 
and lodging rooms. The IRF 
funds will be used for the re-
habilitation and repair of the 
structure, as well as the de-
molition and removal of spe-
cific components. 

Vinton Town Council ad-
opted a resolution in April 
2020 approving a contract for 
the conveyance of the Gish 
Mill property from the town 

to developers David Hill and 
David Trinkle (Gish Mill Da-
vii, LLC), to redevelop the 
historic mill.

The town purchased the 
property, then known as 
Holdren’s Country Store, in 
November 2015 to preserve 
and rehabilitate the prop-
erty for commercial use. The 
14,000-square-foot structure 
was a former grist mill, then 
a farm supply retail and ware-
house, operating continuous-
ly since the 1770s. The iconic 
mill is featured on the Town 
Seal.

The Gish Mill property 
is located at 350 Gus Nicks 
Boulevard along Glade 
Creek. Behind the mill are 
remnants of the historic dam 
that once spanned the creek. 
Water from the race turned 
the wheel which turned the 
equipment. 

IRF grants provides gap fi-
nancing to leverage local and 
private resources to achieve 
market-driven redevelopment 
of deteriorated structures, 
creating a catalyst for long-
term employment opportuni-
ties and ongoing physical and 
economic revitalization.

“This funding will not 
only help transform deterio-
rating or unused structures, 
it will bring purpose and new 
opportunity to the surround-
ing communities,”  said  Gov-
ernor Northam. “With these 
three projects, we are mak-
ing important investments 
in our future. As we focus on 
recovering from the impacts 
of the pandemic, our admin-
istration remains focused on 
driving economic growth to 
every corner of the Common-
wealth, especially in rural 
Virginia.”

Financial barriers often 
block the timely redevelop-
ment of derelict structures, 
which require more than local 
resources to attract private-
sector investment, and this 
is especially true in distressed 
commercial corridors. 

Properties eligible for the 
grants must be vacant and 
deteriorated and may be re-
developed for any market-
driven purpose, including 
mixed-use, regardless of the 
original use.

Projects were reviewed and 
evaluated competitively, with 
an emphasis on those with a 

high level of blight, identifi-
cation of impediments to eco-
nomic development efforts, 
alignment with regional or 
local strategies, availability of 
matching resources, the level 
of community distress where 
the property is located, and 
an identified and feasible end 
use.

“These blighted build-
ings oftentimes reflect an 
economic downturn in the 
towns’ past, but through 
revitalization and redevel-
opment, the community is 
breathing new life into these 
neighborhoods,”  said  Vir-
ginia Secretary of Commerce 
and Trade Brian Ball. “These 

projects align with the local 
and regional economic devel-
opment goals and will lever-
age additional public and pri-
vate investment in the towns 
receiving awards.”

Since 2012, IRF has fund-
ed 34 projects, which have 
generated over $121 million 
in public and private invest-
ment and resulted in the cre-
ation of more than 485 jobs 
across the Commonwealth. 

“This is a huge win for the 
town and a great effort by the 
entire Vinton team to land 
this grant,” said Vinton Act-
ing Town Manager and Eco-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Town of Vinton has received an Industrial Revitalization Grant 
for the Gish Mill Redevelopment Project.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Chairman Wray presents State 
of the County Schools address

In normal years, the Roa-
noke Regional Chamber 
hosts the Roanoke County 
State of the County and the 
State of the Schools addresses 
together at a breakfast meet-
ing. Members of the Board 
of Supervisors, School Board, 
Chamber, Roanoke County 
offi  cials and staff , and Vin-
ton Town Council and staff  
gather for some socializing 
followed by the speeches and 
presentations.

Th is year, in one more 
bow to COVID-19, the State 
of the County Address was 
presented virtually by Board 
of Supervisors Chair David 
Radford on November 12. 
Th e State of the Schools ad-
dress was presented by Chair-
man Mike Wray via video on 
November 19.

Wray’s speech was not 
your run-of-the-mill presen-
tation—it was a show and 
tell tour of several represen-
tative county schools dem-
onstrating the actual state of 
the schools to citizens. Th e 
video tour was produced 
over the course of three days 
by Roanoke County Schools 
Director of Community Re-
lations Chuck Lionberger 
and RVTV3. Wray was even 
asked to come in the same 
suit for each fi lming.

Here’s his presentation, in 
part:

As we all know, 2020 has 
been a year like no other 
and this year’s state of the 
schools presentation is no 
diff erent. With some help 
from RVTV, we’re going to 
take you around to some of 
our schools to see fi rst-hand 
instruction during this pan-
demic and how Roanoke 
County Public Schools 
continues to be an innova-
tive leader in education.
We all recall in March how 
overnight our schools were 
thrust into pandemic mode. 
Over the span of just a few 
days, our teachers and stu-
dents had to transition from 
teaching and learning in 
the classroom to teaching 
and learning from home.
I commend our entire in-
structional staff  for how they 
handled such a rapid transi-
tion last spring. Fast forward 
to summer and our staff  were 
hard at work planning for 
how to bring students back in 
a safe way while also adhering 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ROANOKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
 Wray named the completion of the renovations at 
Cave Spring High School–on time and on budget–as 
one of the biggest accomplishments of 2020.

Health screenings have become the normal procedure 
in county schools during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Roanoke County School Board Chairman Mike Wray 
presented a unique State of the Schools report that 
included a video tour of several area schools. Here 
he is at BCAT.

School Board Chairman Mike Wray reported that the 
state of the Roanoke County Schools is good, despite 
the challenges of COVID-19 even on classes like 
band.

Memories of Th anksgivings Past

Th is pandemic year, 
when travel and celebrating 
in large family groups has 
been discouraged, we asked 
people to reminisce about 
their childhood Th anksgiv-
ings. Most of those holidays 
past seem to focus on family 
and food.

William Byrd Middle 
School Principal Todd Ka-
geals remembers: “When 
I was kid, Th anksgiving 
was always a time when ex-
tended family would come 
together for a great feast. 
We always had all of the 
traditional Th anksgiving 
favorites—turkey, mashed 
potatoes, sweet potato cas-
serole, green beans, pecan 
pie, etc. Looking back on 
it now from the perspec-
tive of an adult, as a child I 
had no idea the amount of 
work my grandmother was 
putting into that meal ev-
ery year. I don’t know how 
she did it all! We’d always 
see aunts, uncles, cousins, 
grandparents, and other 
family members we had 
not seen for months. And, 
of course, there were the 
great football games. As a 
fan of the Dallas Cowboys, 
it was always exciting to 
have a great meal while we 
watched the team play.”   

Football was also part of 
the Th anksgiving tradition 
for Judy Cunningham of 
the Vinton History Mu-
seum. “When I was a child, 
Vinton Baptist Church 
had a Th anksgiving service 
at 7 a.m. on Th anksgiving 
morning. Later that morn-
ing we went to downtown 
Roanoke and watched the 
VPI and VMI cadets march 
to Victory Stadium for their 
annual game.”

Gloria Harris, the atten-
dance secretary at WBMS, 
shares, “I grew up in a 
very large family. Momma, 
Daddy, three boys and three 
girls. My Mom and Dad 
were hardworking people 
who always provided what 
we needed. Mother was a 
very family-oriented person 
and a woman of great faith 
in God. She taught all her 
children the importance 
of loving God,  loving each 
other and being there for 
each other. On Th anksgiv-
ing we would all gather to-
gether. Even after the kids 

were all grown and mar-
ried, we all still tried to be 
together for the holidays. 
I can still remember my 
Dad carving the turkey and 
Mom’s stuffi  ng. Only as 
adults did she tell us that 
she always added chicken 
liver to the mixture! Th e 
values that were taught 
around the Th anksgiv-
ing table have followed us 
throughout our lives. Our 
family has endured many 
tragedies, but we still re-
member the value of family 
that our parents taught us.” 

Vinton Vice Mayor Sa-
brina McCarty says, “My 
Th anksgivings were fi lled 
with love and family at my 
grandmother’s house.”

Her husband, Chris Mc-
Carty’s memories also in-
volve his grandparents.

“When I was a kid we 
went to my grandparents on 
my mom’s side. Th at side of 
the family was larger than 
my dad’s side and I had a 
lot of cousins the same age 
as me and some older. We 
would have the blessing and 
go around and say what we 
were thankful for and eat a 
big meal together. Th en my 
aunts would sit in the living 
room at my grandparents’ 
house and talk; my uncles 
would be in the den talking 
and watching football and 
sleeping. Me and all my 
cousins would sometimes 
hang with the adults, but a 
lot of times, if the weather 

was good, we’d go outside. I 
remember being amazed at 
how far and long my older 
cousins could throw a foot-
ball– a lot of great memo-
ries. As I get older, I have an 
even greater appreciation 
for the time I got to spend 
with my family.”

Dave Jones of Vinton 
says that when he and his 
wife Bonnie were dating in 
the ’70s, he was invited to 
go with her family to the 
Hughes family Th anksgiv-
ing dinner in Chambers-
burg, Pa. 

“Both of our families 
lived in the Pittsburgh area 
and most of the Hughes 
lived in or around Cham-
bersburg. Th is was a big 
family event, probably 50 
people, so it took a large 
home with a big table to 
handle the event. Th at year 
we met at Uncle Clair’s 
home and they had as-
sembled many tables end to 
end from their dining room 
out into their living room. 
Th is was my fi rst big event 
with the Hughes extended 
family. Th is was a potluck 
lunch, and everything was 
set, and the tables were 
full, with everyone around 
them. It so happens that 
the table we were seated 
at was a card table and for 
some reason it collapsed 
into my lap and food went 
everywhere. What a lasting 

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Address, page 3
See Memories, page 5

See Gish Mill, page 6

Limit One Per Customer
Expiration Date: DECEMBER 31, 2020

Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota



Page 2 • Thursday, November 26, 2020 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bawled out
 10. Former “Today” host
 12. Shape anew
 13. Skulls
 15. Renting dwellers
 16. Choose to refrain
 18. Anno Domini
 19. Old French small coin
 20. Carry out
 21. Dashes
 24. Expresses suspicion
 27. Followed the trail of
 30. The highest point of 
something
 31. Geological times
 33. Cartilaginous 
structure
 34. Hill (Celtic)
 35. Bura
 37. Center of a wheel
 39. __ de plume
 41. String, lima or green

 42. Greek goddess of 
discord
 44. Move back and forth
 47. Britain’s Sandhurst 
(abbr.)
 48. Comedian Carvey
 49. Public promotion
 50. Federal residential 
mortgage insurer
 52. Location of White 
House
 53. Gives an answer
 56. Populates
 61. Fires a weapon
 62. More tense
 63. An outstanding 
achievement
 65. Annotations
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Buddhist monk of 
Tibet
  2. Egyptian sun god

  3. Soft roe
  4. Garden planting areas
  5. Atomic #89
  6. Soul and calypso songs
  7. Large European flatfish
  8. Expunction
  9. Impression in a surface
 10. PBS filmmaker Burns
 11. Former OSS
 12. Draft an edict
 14. Assistant
 15. Proclamation upon 
finishing
 17. Slight head bend
 22. Asian ethnic hill people
 23. SE Asian goat antelope
 24. Aware of the latest 
trends
 25. Person of Arabia
 26. Industrial process to 
produce ammonia
 28. Expressed pleasure

 29. The plural of crus
 32. Old Thailand
 36. Riboneucleic acid
 38. One who assembles 
books
 40. Cosa Nostra member
 43. Pouchlike structures
 44. Violent action
 45. ___ of March
 46. Slum area of a city
 51. Valuable, useful pos-
session
 54. Philemon (Biblical abbr.)
 55. Shaped bread
 56. Fruits of the gourd family
 57. Copyread
 58. Double curve
 59. Photographs (slang)
 60. Side sheltered from the 
wind
 64. Atomic #86
 64. RN
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ROANOKE, NORTH, VINTON, SOUTH, EAST
CHAPELS & CREMATION TRIBUTE CENTER

HAPPY THANKSGIVING
From our family to yours.

oakeys.com

WBHS Terrier Spotlight of the Week

It’s time again for our Terrier Spotlight 
of the Week, where we recognize faculty 
and staff  members for their wonderful con-
tributions to our students and community. 

Our fi rst Terrier Spotlight of the Week is 
Laura Woods. Ms. Woods is an instruction-
al assistant who does a bit of everything at 
William Byrd, such as taking temperatures 
at the bus stop, supporting and monitor-
ing students during our Hybrid Help Day, 
and assisting students in Econ. & Personal 
Finance. Ms. Woods has been a devoted 
part of our Terrier family over the past 131 
years. Of course, this year has required her 
to take on diff erent roles and responsibili-
ties, but she has consistently been able to 
provide the service and support needed to 
make this year a success. Th ank you, Ms. 

Woods for all that you do for our school!
Th e next Terrifi c Terrier is Suzanne Spru-

ell, one of our wonderful librarians here at 
William Byrd. She is a kind, devoted, and 
compassionate educator who cares deeply 
about our students. While she has certainly 
missed the usual presence of students in the 
library, that hasn’t stopped her from fi nd-
ing other opportunities to connect with 
kids. Ms. Spruell and her trusty sidekick, 
Ms. Hatfi eld, have played an integral role 
in supporting our Hybrid Help Day stu-
dents in the library. Th roughout this school 
year, Ms. Spruell has shown a willingness 
to help and support our students and staff  
in any way that she can. Furthermore, she 
has done it all with a smile and positive at-
titude; not that we should expect anything 

less from someone whose favorite color is 
“Periwinkle Blue.” Th ank you, Ms. Spruell!

Our next Terrier Spotlight of the Week, 
the “Most Interesting Teacher in Vinton,” 
is Melissa Carr! Th e free-spirited, enigmatic 
AP Science teacher is a fascinating fi gure 
among students and staff . Is it the numer-
ous travel patches on her book bag? Is it 
that she competes in obstacle course races? 
Or is it that she listens to musical groups 
like the Mediaeval Baebes? We may never 
know! What we do know is that she’s an 
instructional tour-de-force whose commit-
ment to her students and the science de-
partment is next-to-none. Th ank you, Ms. 
Carr, for being such a talented and devoted 
educator.

Finally, our last Terrier Spotlight of the 

Week is Tim Williams. Mr. Williams and 
the entire maintenance staff  have worked 
tirelessly this year to ensure that our schools 
are safe and operational. Mr. Williams is al-
ways willing and available to help students 
and staff . From sanitizing classrooms and 
hallways, to moving furniture and books, 
and even appearing in instructional music 
videos, such as the groundbreaking and 
genre-defying “Germ Busters” featuring 
Mr. Galbreath, Mr. Williams can do it all! 
We want to give a sincere thank you to 
Tim and the entire maintenance staff  for all 
they’ve done to help make this school year 
possible.

William Byrd High School 
Administrative Team 

Laura Woods Tim WilliamsMelissa CarrSuzanne Spruell

Bank of Botetourt breaks ground in Vinton
Bank of Botetourt 

announced in Febru-
ary 2020 that it would 
be expanding into the 
Town of Vinton, open-
ing a new office at 410 
South Pollard Street. 
This is the former High’s 
Ice Cream location, just 
across from the Vinton 
Municipal Building and 
adjacent to Cundiff ’s 
Drug Store. Demolition 
of the long-vacant build-
ing began on March 9.

The new building will 
be approximately 2,700 
square feet and will in-
clude an ATM with de-
posit capabilities. This 
office will also house the 
bank’s mortgage com-

pany, Virginia Mountain 
Mortgage. 

“The bank is poised to 
continue expanding its 
footprint to better serve 
the community, resi-
dents and businesses,” 
said President and CEO 
G. Lyn Hayth III. “With 
the on-going mergers of 
other financial institu-
tions in our market area, 
we are pleased to be ex-
panding our services as 
the largest community 
bank headquartered in 
the Roanoke Metropoli-
tan Statistical Area.”

The official ground-
breaking ceremony was 
scheduled for Novem-
ber 24, with a formal 

ribbon-cutting with the 
Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce planned for 
2021.

Bank of Botetourt 
was chartered in 1899 
and operates 12 retail 
offices in Botetourt, 
Rockbridge, Roanoke, 
and Franklin counties 
and the City of Salem. 
Bank of Botetourt also 
operates a mortgage di-
vision, Virginia Moun-
tain Mortgage, and a fi-
nancial services division, 
Botetourt Wealth Man-
agement.

Bank of Botetourt has 
opened three new offices 
in the area in the past 
four years.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BANK OF BOTETOURT
Bank of Botetourt is breaking ground for a Vinton Branch on Pollard Street in 
downtown Vinton (shown in these architectural renderings) to open in 2021.  It is 
being built in the location of the former High’s Ice Cream.

Sassy Sisters of the Moose provide Thanksgiving meals for Vinton families
The Sassy Sisters of 

the Moose have been 
conducting a food drive 
to provide Thanksgiv-
ing meals for 13 Vinton 
area families. The group 
has gathered groceries 
and distributed boxes 
containing a turkey, 
pie or cake, bread and 
rolls, staples like flour 
and sugar, butter, milk, 
eggs, rice, cereal, peanut 
butter and jelly, canned 
goods, potatoes, cheese, 
oil, foil pans, napkins 
and plates—everything 

a family needs to prepare 
the holiday meal. 

The informal Moose 
group meets once a 
month and plans to pick 
a charitable organization 
to make a contribution 
to each month, either 
financially or in commu-
nity service—beginning 
with providing snacks 
for Ronald McDonald 
House in January. The 
women support their 
husbands or significant 
others who are members 
of the Vinton Moose 

Lodge by assisting with 
events such as the re-
cent Moose Draw Down. 
They are currently up to 
about 35 members.

For their Thanksgiving 
meals project, the group 
contacted the guidance 
counselors at Herman 
L. Horn, W.E. Cun-
diff, Mount Pleasant, 
and Bonsack Elemen-
tary Schools for names of 
families who might be in 
need of assistance.

Not only did the Sassy 
Sisters of the Moose do-

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Sassy Sisters of the Moose have collected and distributed Thanksgiving meals 
to 13 Vinton area families. Shown left to right are Michelle Barklow, Tori Slusher, 
Caroline Mills, Angie Chewning, Cheri Carroll, and Kim Barker. Helen Curtis and 
Cora Hite were out delivering meals in person.

nate items themselves, 
they received assistance 
from Moose Lodge 
members and Kroger for 
the Thanksgiving boxes.

Sassy Sisters working 
to distribute the Thanks-
giving meals on Novem-
ber 22 included Angie 
Chewning, Michelle 

Barklow, Cheri Carroll, 
Caroline Mills, Kim 
Barker, Tori Slusher, 
Helen Curtis, and Cora 
Hite.
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PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

Christmas 
In Buchanan

Make memories with your family…
 

NOVEMBER 28th

Small Business Saturday
Virtual Tree Lighting  7pm

Kick Off Festival of Lights  7pm
 

DECEMBER 12th

Buchanan Backwards Christmas Parade  7pm
 

DECEMBER 24th

Luminaries – 6pm
 

JANUARY 6th

Epiphany Bon Fire – 7pm 
 

For Details: www.townofbuchanan.com

to public health safety guide-
lines including mask wear-
ing and social distancing.
Th e School Board remains 
committed to making sure 
our schools are as safe as 
they can be, and that in-
cludes during this pandemic. 
Our staff  has worked dili-
gently to develop a health 
plan to keep students safe.
Th e view from Fort Lewis 
Elementary School: Students 
sit at desks that are spaced at 
least six feet apart, and every-
one must wear masks except 
when they are at their desks 
and six feet apart. On the 
school bus, students must 
wear masks at all times, and 
we’re spacing students out 
to one child per seat, with 
siblings sitting together.
We also encourage all stu-
dents and staff  to wash their 
hands frequently. All students 
and staff  are temperature-
screened every morning and 
anyone showing symptoms 
is sent home. We developed a 
daily health screening check-
list and I’d like to remind 
parents and staff  to please re-
view this checklist every day. 
Anyone showing any symp-
toms needs to stay home.
What many parents don’t see 
is all the cleaning that takes 
place after school hours. Our 
building managers and custo-
dians work every day to make 
sure classrooms, hallways 
and other spaces are cleaned 
and disinfected. We’re fol-
lowing standard practices, 
including daily use of an an-
ti-viral solution called Virex, 
to keep our schools clean.
Every week, our teams give 
our schools a deep clean-
ing by spraying classrooms 
with Virex using a hydro-
static sprayer that helps it 
bond with surfaces–even 
in places that are harder to 
reach. I want to thank all 
the cleaning crews for all 
their hard work–they are on 
the front lines in the battle 
against this virus and we 
all appreciate their eff orts.
Th e same cleaning process 
happens multiple times a 
day on our school buses. 
After each run, drivers stop 
and wipe down surfaces 
with Virex before begin-
ning the next route. At the 
end of the day, each bus 
is hydrostatically sprayed.
Th roughout our schools we 
have posters reminding ev-
eryone to “Check your 6,” to 
make sure you’re maintain-
ing at least a six-foot distance 
from other people. We’re ask-
ing everyone in our commu-
nity to do the same whenever 
you’re outside your home.
Th e best way we’re going 
to beat this pandemic and 
keep the coronavirus out 
of our schools is if we all 
work together as a team.
Th e view from Hidden Val-
ley Middle School: Educa-
tion is at the heart of what we 
do. We’re here to make sure 
every student in every class-
room and in every school 
is Opportunity Ready.
What does opportunity 
ready mean? It means we’re 
working to prepare our stu-
dents to take advantage of 
whatever opportunities may 
come in the future. Many of 
the jobs our students will per-
form in the future don’t exist 
today. Our mission, then, is 
to equip students with the 
skills and knowledge to be 
ready for these opportunities 
when they arise. Even during 
this pandemic, we remain fo-
cused on being opportunity 
ready. We began this unique 
school year on a hybrid plan, 
which is a combination of in-
person and online learning.
Th is presented us with a 
big challenge at each of our 
27 schools. How do we fi t 

students into the classroom 
and maintain six-foot sepa-
ration? Th e only viable so-
lution was to stagger when 
students were in school 
and that’s the hybrid plan–
which is an expandable plan.
When we began the school 
year, students in preschool 
through second grade 
were attending school full 
time, fi ve days a week. 
Students in third through 
12th grade were attend-
ing school in person two 
days a week and learned 
online the other three days.
Th e hybrid plan is expand-
able, and we expanded the 
plan at the start of the sec-
ond grading period when 
we brought third grade 
students back to school 
full-time, fi ve days a week.
We are already looking at 
options for how we could 
expand our plan even fur-
ther and bring back addi-
tional grades full time. While 
I, and every other School 
Board member, along with 
the school administration, 
fully support having all stu-
dents in school full time, 
we can only do so follow-
ing public health guidance.
I wanted to take a moment 
and talk about in-person ed-
ucation. While it does look 
diff erent than previous years, 
our teachers continue to 
provide excellent instruction 
for our students and our stu-
dents have many of the same 
opportunities for hands-on 
instruction.

Th is year, we have many 
students who have chosen to 
learn completely online. We 
greatly expanded our online 
program called RCPSOn-
line. We have several teach-
ers at the elementary school 
level who are now dedicated 
to only online instruction. 
Th ese teachers collaborate 
with classroom teachers to 
make sure all students in 
the same grade at the same 
school are following the 
same instruction schedule.
At the secondary level, we’ve 
created an entirely new acad-
emy. A high school student 
can now receive 100 percent 
online instruction and gradu-
ate with a diploma from one 
of our high schools. Best of 
all, these students are eligible 
to participate in high school 
sports, activities and events 
– and, for Roanoke County 
residents, this all comes 
at no cost to the student– 
and we provide the laptop.
We encourage parents 
who currently are home-
schooling to consider the 
RCPSOnline Academy.
Speaking of technology, our 
staff  has done an incredible 
job creating all this addition-
al online content and sup-
porting the immense tech-
nology needs of our students 
and teachers. We’re very for-
tunate to have such a robust 
technology program at Roa-
noke County Public Schools.
Th e view from Burling-
ton Elementary: When the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit 
last spring, the nutrition 
staff  at Burlington Elemen-
tary School and at schools 
all across Roanoke County 
jumped into action. Right 
away, we provided free 
meals for children delivered 
by school buses or available 
for pickup. Th is was an all-
hands-on-deck operation 
with bus drivers, instruction-
al assistants, teachers, admin-
istrators, and central offi  ce 
staff  helping make sure our 
children had access to nutri-
tious meals. Th is was a huge 
undertaking; far larger than 
any free meals program we’ve 
done before and our nutri-
tion staff  rose to the occasion.
I want to express our thanks 

and appreciation to our 
school nutrition team and 
again,  congratulations  to 
our own nutrition super-
visor, Rhonda Huff man, 
who was named Nutrition 
Manager of the Year for the 
National Southeast Region.
We continued to prepare free 
meals throughout the sum-
mer and, in the end, pro-
vided almost 249,000 meals 
to children. Shortly after the 
start of school, we were able 
to once again provide free 
meals to children 18 and 
under. 

So far, we’ve provided over 
200,000 additional meals to 
children, whether they’re 
learning in school or learn-
ing at home. We will con-
tinue to provide free meals 
to anyone 18 and under for 
the rest of the school year.
While we’re talking about 
our nutrition team, we’re 
looking for more people to 
join that team. If you’re in-
terested, please see our online 
employment page to submit 
an application. Our nutri-
tion associates are amazing 
people who truly care about 
making sure children have 
good food and we hope you’ll 
consider joining this team.
Th e view from Cave Spring 
High School: As the Cave 
Spring District represen-
tative and alumni, it’s my 
pleasure to welcome you to 
the newly renovated and ex-
panded Cave Spring High 
School. Eighteen months 
and lots of hard work and 
perseverance have paid off . 
Despite the pandemic, we 
were able to complete this 
long-awaited complete 
renovation and expansion 
of the home of the Knights.
Gone is the old hexagon. 
Gone is the sunken library. 
Gone is the old dark down-
stairs area. When crews fi n-
ished demolition, all that 
was left was the concrete 
slab and the steel supports. 
Th is school was completely 
gutted. Our students dealt 
with modular classrooms 
(better known as trailers) 
and outdoor living, while 
this more than 50-year-old 
school was given new life.
I want to once again thank 
the Class of 2020 who were 
never able to experience a se-
nior year in their high school. 
When the time comes, we 
will hold an open house for 
parents, students and alum-
ni to tour the new school.
Th e foyer is the only part of 
the original school that re-
tained its look. We expanded 
the front of the building to 
create all new administra-
tion and counseling areas 
and enhanced the security 
at the entrance. From the 
front of the school, you can 
look all the way back to the 
cafeteria, which has all-new 
kitchen equipment and 
more effi  cient service lines.
Th e entire school was re-
designed to improve traf-
fi c fl ow and to maximize 
space with larger classrooms 
like this one. Now, teach-
ers and students have space 
to move around and col-
laborate. Every classroom 
has an active board for learn-
ing and content sharing.
We added an expansion on 
the Chapparal Drive side of 
the school to create all new 
science classrooms so stu-
dents can conduct experi-
ments and participate in labs.
Downstairs, the locker 
rooms, weight room and 
other athletic spaces have 
been completely remod-
eled to provide our student 
athletes with the proper 
space they need for train-
ing and competition.
Th e gym fl oor has been com-
pletely replaced and we’ve 

added all-new bleachers. 
Also, the auditorium has been 
renovated with all new seats 
and new sound equipment.
While this renovation and 
expansion project is coming 
to an end, we’re ramping up 
for our next major project. 

Th e view from William 
Byrd High School: We’re 
getting ready for our next 
major renovation and expan-
sion project, which will be at 
William Byrd High School. 
We recently approved the 
construction contract, and 
we plan to start initial con-
struction work next summer 
with an estimated comple-
tion by the middle of the 
2022-2023 school year. We’ll 
have more information on 
this project in the coming 
weeks on the William Byrd 
High School project website.
Roanoke County Public 
Schools continues to be a 
state and national leader in 
education. Earlier I men-
tioned our commitment to 
preparing our students to 
be opportunity ready. At the 
heart of this commitment 
is deeper learning. Th is in-
struction is engaging and 
purposeful. Our work to 
promote and provide deeper 
learning experience is gar-
nering statewide attention.
Earlier this year, the Virginia 
Board of Education rec-
ognized Roanoke County 
Public Schools as one of the 
state’s fi rst “School Divisions 
of Innovation” for designing 
and implementing multiple 
approaches and opportu-
nities supporting deeper 
learning for all students.
We’re committed to spread-
ing the promise of deeper 
learning to every student, 
in every school and in every 
classroom. In order to make 
that happen, we are in the 
process of embedding exist-
ing curriculum with inno-
vative and eff ective deeper 
learning experiences that are 
mapped to key success skills.
You’ve heard of these skills 
before–citizenship, col-
laboration, communication, 
creativity and critical think-
ing. By the time our stu-
dents complete their public 
school education, they will 
experience engaging les-
sons designed to encourage 
creativity and critical think-
ing. By graduation, our stu-
dents will have a portfolio 
of their work which will 
demonstrate that they truly 
are Opportunity Ready.
We are also working to de-
velop and promote a culture 
of kindness, respect and re-
sponsibility in our schools. 

RCPS is implementing a 
nationwide program called 
Positive Behavioral Inter-
ventions and Supports, or 
PBIS. Th is is an evidence-
based prevention and inter-
vention program that sup-
ports the academic, social, 
emotional and behavioral 
competence of all students.
Th ere are three main ten-
ants of the PBIS program 
at Roanoke County Public 
Schools–Be Safe, Be Re-
spectful, and Be Responsible.
With these three goals in 
mind, we are using the PBIS 
program to focus on social 
and emotional learning, 
school safety, trauma, school 
equity, substance abuse pre-
vention, bullying preven-
tion and suicide prevention.
One way we are using the 
PBIS program is to combat 
bullying. Together with our 
community partners, we are 
expanding our bullying pre-
vention eff orts with a pro-
gram called Expect Respect. 
Th rough the Expect Respect 
program we’re helping stu-
dents understand the basic 
tenants of being respect-
ful: appropriate behavior, 
language, personal space, 
making people feel safe and 
comfortable. It’s all about 
creating a great environ-
ment for learning – and that 
leads to academic success.
Earlier this year, we recog-
nized Hidden Valley High 
School as one of the nation’s 
Blue Ribbon Schools. Th is 
is like the Oscars for public 
schools – the most presti-
gious award any school can 
receive, and Hidden Val-
ley is one of eight schools 
in the state and the only 
high school in Virginia to 
receive this award this year.
Even with some of the cur-
rent challenges created by 
this pandemic, our teach-
ers and our entire staff  are 
working hard every day to 
provide excellent instruc-
tion for all our students 
and it’s one more reason 
why Roanoke County Pub-
lic Schools has an excellent 
reputation for instruction.
Th roughout this presenta-
tion, we’ve seen the great 
work of our staff  to provide 
instruction for all our stu-
dents despite many chal-
lenges. We don’t know when 
our schools may be able 
to return to normal, but 
that is our ultimate goal.
Even though we are operat-
ing in pandemic mode for 
the time being, we must still 
prepare for the time when all 
students return to the class-
room. We still have many 

issues we need to address, 
one of which, is the aging 
conditions of several schools.
Th e view from Northside 
Middle School: Nine of 
our schools are in need of 
signifi cant renovation, in-
cluding Northside Middle 
School. We have an obli-
gation to provide our stu-
dents with updated schools 
that give students the best 
instructional experience.
About half our schools were 
constructed or last renovated 
more than 20 years ago. Six 
schools have not seen any sig-
nifi cant improvements since 
the late 1960s or early 1970s.
Th e Burton Center for Arts 
and Technology (BCAT), 
which provides amaz-
ing opportunities for stu-
dents and is a key factor 
in workforce development 
for Roanoke County, must 
be replaced with a larger 
facility that meets current 
industry standards to pro-
vide greater learning expe-
riences for our students.
State funding has not kept 
up with infl ation, especially 
construction costs. We are 
operating, essentially, at the 
same level of funding from a 
decade ago, when accounting 
for infl ation. Th at places the 
burden for funding on the 
localities to cover the gap.
At the current funding lev-
els, it will take decades to 
update the nine schools that 
are most in need of renova-
tions. By that time, many of 
our other schools will start 
to need signifi cant updates.
We continue to work with 
the Board of Supervisors to 
fi nd ways to speed up these 
renovations and we thank 
the Board of Supervisors 
for all their support–espe-
cially during this pandemic.
Some will say 2020 was not 
the best of years. Th at may 
be true in some respects, 
but in 2020, we saw teach-
ers, parents and students 
come together in ways we 
couldn’t have imagined, 
to overcome challenges 
and fi nd opportunities.
We celebrated the Class of 
2020 in multiple creative 
ways despite the pandemic. 
We found ways to provide 
meals for kids who needed 
them. We made sure learn-
ing kept moving forward, 
no matter the method.
In 2020, we found more in 
ourselves. We discovered 
our ability to be resilient 
and to adapt to a chang-
ing world. If we did all 
this in 2020, just imagine 
what we can accomplish in 
2021.

Address from page 1

Th e Vinton Chamber now has our 
Angel Tree Angels – now more that 
ever families need our help! We have 
local Vinton children. If you are in-
terested please stop by, call or email 
the Vinton Chamber offi  ce, 343-
1364,  or email angie@vintoncham-
ber.com.

Nishi’s Food Mart (known by 
many as Taco Shell) has new chicken 
in the deli– Krispy Krunchy Chick-
en– and it’s wonderful. Go check it 
out 

Remember to SHOP LOCAL this 
Holiday Season – we have so many 
locally owned businesses and restau-
rants in Vinton, Please remember to 
visit these before you shop elsewhere! 

Th e Vinton Chamber has made 
the decision to cancel the Vinton 
Christmas Parade. Due to COVID 
restrictions, many organizations can-
not participate so our parade entry 
numbers are down considerably. 
With the cost of putting on the pa-
rade and lack of entries, we feel it is 
the best decision. However, we are 
planning something special through-
out the Vinton community. Santa 
and his elves will be visiting neigh-
borhoods on December 8.   More 
details to come, but mark your cal-
endars!

Angie
Chewning
Filling in for Bootie

Vinton Library set to 
reopen on November 30

Th e Vinton Library will 
be reopening on November 
30 by reservation for Roa-
noke County residents from 
Monday through Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with 
visitors not to exceed 25% of 
normal occupancy.

Th e library will close from 
1 to 2 p.m. each day for 
cleaning.

Masks are required for 
those over age three and are 

available free at the library.
Th e library will look a bit 

diff erent and services will be 
limited.

• Patrons may browse the 
collection, use computer sta-
tions, and seek staff  help via 
a barrier or at six-feet distance 
to abide by social distancing 
guidelines. 

• Containers will be placed 
around the library for all 
items that have been handled 

but not chosen to take home. 
• Meeting rooms and oth-

er enclosed spaces will remain 
closed. 

• On-site programming 
will be limited to outdoors 
with social distancing re-
quirements. 

Virtual programming and 
curbside pick-up will contin-
ue. Th e drive-thru window 
at the Vinton Library is now 
available.
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Shared by Pastor Seong 
Jae Jo, Associate Pastor at 
Th rasher Memorial UMC 

Let us consistently and 
intentionally give thanks 
to our God!

Today is Th anksgiv-
ing Sunday in the Korean 
Church calendar. Th anks-
giving Sunday in Korean 
Church culture is such a 
huge Sunday, like Christ-
mas and Easter Sunday. 
Even decorations on the 
altar are huge, with fruits, 
vegetables, rices, and so on. 
Th at Sunday is when peo-
ple give the biggest off ering 
to the church–I mean ulti-
mately to God. Also, we 
call November the “Month 
of Th anksgiving” in Ko-
rean church culture so we 
can be more intentional to 
be thankful and remember 
the grace of God that He 
has given us as a gift.

But it seems like there 
is no such Th anksgiving 
Sunday in the churches 
of the United States. So, I 
just wanted to introduce 
this kind of Korean church 
culture and tradition be-
cause we don’t have it here 
in the Unites States. Some 
of you may have already 
noticed that our Th rasher 
Prayer Ministry Team has 
been updating “prayers 
of gratitude” on the Face-
book page. We have to be 

intentional to give thanks 
to God, more especially in 
the pandemic.

So as we prepare our 
hearts for Advent and for 
the birth of Jesus, I want 
to share with you today 
the theme of “gratitude” as 
Th anksgiving Day is com-
ing soon.

I have studied about 
the origin and history 
of Th anksgiving Day in 
the United States. It has 
a long history and tradi-
tion. However, I person-
ally feel and experience 
that in many American 
households, the Th anks-
giving celebration has lost 
much of its original reli-
gious signifi cance; instead, 
it now centers on cooking 
and sharing a plentiful 
meal with family and even 
friends. 

So, let me ask you, 
“What is Th anksgiving 
Day?” 

It’s literally a day to give 
thanks to God, right? How 
simple it is. But it seems 
that Th anksgiving Day is 
such a big holiday here in 
the United States that gath-
ers together families to eat 
and bond together. Th at’s 
good. Spending time with 
family is always great. I like 
that kind of tradition. 

But what I want to say 
is that we have to be re-

Thanksgiving in Us

From the Pulpit
minded that family should 
not be above God. God is 
fi rst, and family is second! 
If not, family becomes 
my idol, which I love and 
prioritize more than God. 
And as you know that’s 
sin. 

Th erefore, I hope and 
pray that when you gather 
together with your family 
on Th anksgiving Day this 
year or in the future, let us 
go and bring back to the 
original and ultimate sig-
nifi cance of Th anksgiving: 
“Give thanks to God.” 

I know some of you 
decided not to gather 
with your whole big fam-
ily because we are still in 
the pandemic, so maybe 
this year would be a great 
opportunity to be more 
intentional to give thanks 
to God.

Some of you might say, 
“How can we be thank-
ful in the pandemic?” “I 
can’t fi nd any reason to be 
thankful.” Th at’s why I’m 
sharing about gratitude 
with you today.

As I mentioned earlier, 
November 15 is Th anks-
giving Sunday in the Ko-
rean Church calendar. 
Th anksgiving Sunday is 
a day to give thanks to 
God, confess what God 
has done, and respond 
to God’s grace through 
praise, worship, prayer, 
and off ering. 

It is absolutely obvious 
and natural for Christians 
to give thanks to God in 
our daily lives. But we fail 
to do that. Th at’s why the 
Korean Church specifi -
cally designated Th anks-
giving Sunday to be more 
intentional to give thanks 
to God as we remember 
what God has done for me 
and for us.

My intention in intro-
ducing the Korean Church 
Th anksgiving Sunday to 
you is to give thanks to 
God for protecting and 
guiding our lives this year, 
especially in the midst of 
the pandemic. When we 

worship God with grati-
tude today, I hope “giving 
thanks” can be restored 
and overfl ow in our lives. I 
pray that we don’t just give 
thanks to God today, but 
every day in our lives. 

In today’s passage from 
Colossians 3:15-17, the 
same word appears in 
each verse. In verse 15, 
“be thankful”, in verse 16, 
“praise God with a heart 
of gratitude”, and in verse 
17, “give thanks to God.” 
What does it mean to re-
peat the same word over 
and over? It means that 
it’s being emphasized. 
Th e Apostle Paul is teach-
ing, emphasizing, and ex-
horting to the church in 
Colosse, to “give thanks.”

It isn’t just Paul who 
said to be thankful. Th e 
phrase “give thanks” has 
been repeatedly written in 
the Bible. 

1 Th essalonians 5:18 
says, “give thanks in all 
circumstance”; Ephesians 
5:20 says, “give thanks to 
God all the time and for 
everything”; again 1 Th es-
salonians 2:13 says, “give 
thanks constantly”, and 
Colossians 4:2 says, “stay 
alert in thanksgiving”. 

You can be thankful 
as much as you decide to 
live thankfully. If I decide 
to be thankful today, no 
matter what hardships or 
obstacles, I can fi nd that 
happiness, joy, and grati-
tude in the midst of those 
struggles. On the other 
hand, if you decide to live 
with complaints today, 
you can only fi nd dissat-
isfaction and unhappi-
ness no matter what great 
things happen. In other 
words, your life and atti-
tude depend on your deci-
sion and willingness. 

Some people might ask, 
“Is there something to be 
thankful for?” and some 
others say, “It is diffi  cult to 
fi nd a reason to thank in 
the global pandemic that 
we are facing right now.” I 
want to say to be more in-

tentional to fi nd the object 
to be thankful for, not the 
reason. “Giving thanks” 
is not and should not be 
conditional. 

Psalm 107:1 says, “Give 
thanks to the Lord, for He 
is good; for His love en-
dures forever.” 

Th e objective to be 
thankful is more impor-
tant than a reason to be 
thankful. We give thanks 
to God, we give thanks for 
God, and we give thanks 
because of God. God is 
the object of thanksgiving, 
and at the same time He is 
the reason to be thankful. 

You can give thanks for 
some reason, but you can 
be thankful for no reason 
as well. For God is good 
and His love endures for-
ever as God loves us. I 
hope and pray that all of 
us give thanks to God for 
His grace towards us. 

According to Tina 
Yates, our Christian For-
mation Director, there are 
people who she calls “joy 
suckers.” I totally agree 
with her. Th ere are people 
who try to suck my joy and 
gratitude with their com-
plaints. I’m like, “Don’t 
you dare suck my joy and 
gratitude from me.” 

I hear their complaints 
in one ear, and I let it go 
and pass through to the 
other ear –b ecause I try 
to live a life with gratitude 
intentionally. Th at’s why 
when I pray every Sunday 
in worship service, I start 
my prayer with giving 
thanks to God. I even have 
an app on my phone that 
pops up “a phrase of grati-
tude” twice a day: when I 
wake up, and when I go to 
bed.

Apostle Paul is telling 
us to “give thanks” in all 
circumstances; whether we 
are happy or sad, whether 
we are in peace or strug-
gling. He is telling us that 
is the true faith. “Giving 
thanks” has to be part of 
your life, your spiritual 
discipline, your daily rou-

tine. 
Nothing comes auto-

matically or naturally. It 
has to be intentional, even 
giving thanks to God. 
If you believe that you 
are saved through Jesus 
Christ, there is no way 
that you can’t fi nd some-
thing to give thanks for in 
your daily life. 

So, let me ask you a 
question, “What are you 
thankful today?” What 
are you thankful for even 
in the midst of the pan-
demic?” Yes, there are 
hardships, diffi  culties, 
obstacles, and struggles, 
but don’t let complaints 
and negativity control 
and dominate your heart 
and your life. If you start 
complaining, it never 
ends. You just do what 
you can do the best in the 
moment. Let us make the 
best and the most out of it. 
And “give thanks” to God. 

“Giving thanks to God” 
is the essence of faith. 
“Gratitude” is the secret 
to open the door of bless-
ing. Today’s “thanksgiv-
ing” becomes tomorrow’s 
miracle. I hope and pray 
that miracle of “thanksgiv-
ing” will be with each and 
every one of you. Th e only 
vaccine that heals the virus 
of unbelief, dissatisfaction, 
and complains is “giving 
thanks,” “thanksgiving,” 
“gratitude.”

Gracious Loving God, 
thank you for being our 
Father. We give thanks 
for who you are and for 
who we are in You. We 
give you thanks for You 
are good and Your love 
endures forever. You are 
the reason that we praise, 
pray, worship, and glo-
rify your name today. 
Th ank you for receiving 
our heart of worship and 
our everything. We thank 
you; we praise you; we 
worship you; we love you; 
and we pray in your holy 
precious name, of Jesus 
Christ our Savior and our 
Lord. Amen.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
In South Korea, churches celebrate Thanksgiving 
Sunday with altars decorated with fruits, vegetables, 
and rices in thankfulness to God.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Vinton Breakfast Lions Club has made a donation to William Byrd High 
School’s YOVASO program. Shown are Lions Club President Chris McCarty and 
WBHS Principal Tammy Newcomb.

Vinton Breakfast Lions donate to YOVASO
Th e Vinton Breakfast Lions 

Club presented William Byrd 
High School Principal Tammy 
Newcomb with a check for 
$200 to support the YOVASO 
program at the school. Th e 
donation was made at the No-
vember 11 meeting. 

Last year, the Lions Club 
started a raffl  e to provide two 
Staunton River High School 
seniors a $1,000 scholarship 
each and to make a donation 
to both WBHS and SRHS’s 
YOVASO programs in honor 
of Ryan Chambers, a young 
member of the club who was 
killed tragically in an auto-
mobile accident in December 
2018.

Th e YOVASO program pro-
motes safe driving in schools.
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impression I left with the Hughes 
and on occasion at a family re-
union that still comes up–I’m 
reminded of that fi rst meeting.”

Artist Tonya Weaver Kirk also 
has memories that involve a card 
table. “I remember a Th anksgiv-
ing long ago (in the late ’60s) 
where I rode on my father’s 
shoulders over the creek and 
through the woods to my grand-
parents’ log house (about 200 
yards) in front of our house on 
Hardy Road. Th e snow was up to 
my father’s knees as we were expe-
riencing blizzard conditions.

“When we arrived at my grand-
parents, my grandmother (Nana) 
had mugs of steaming ‘Russian 
Tea,’ as she called it. Years later I 
found her recipe and it was most-
ly black tea mixed with Tang, but 
it seemed so worldly at the time. 
Th e children were all seated at 
the brand-new red leatherette 
Samsonite card table that Nana 
had recently saved enough Green 
Stamps to acquire. (I still have it!) 
I especially remember the cran-
berry relish I had watched her 
make the weekend before, grind-
ing fresh cranberries, oranges, 
and lemons—peels and all—in 
the hand-crank silver grinder she 
attached to her kitchen counter. 
We saw cousins from far away 
(Buchanan) and played games 
in the back bedroom. Nana also 
kept her Christmas cookie stash 
back there, closed off  from the 
heat of the woodstove, and we 
would sneak the powdered sugar-
covered rum balls and thought 
we were so clever. Times seemed 
so much simpler then.”

Vinton Chamber of Com-
merce President Justin Davison 
remembers Th anksgiving as a 
great holiday. “Th e night before 
we would stay up and help my 
mom make the pudding pies for 
Th anksgiving dinner. Th en I usu-
ally would wake up to the smell 
of stuffi  ng and other fi xings being 
prepared for Th anksgiving dinner 
and watch the Macy’s Th anksgiv-
ing Parade and wait to see Santa 
Claus at the end.”

Vinton Police Sergeant Mi-
chael Caldwell says his child-
hood memory of Th anksgiving 
was “spending the morning in 
the woods deer hunting with my 
dad, brother, and cousin. Th en 
going to eat lunch at Mom’s, then 
back in the woods.”

Girl Scout Troop 94 Troop 
Leader Allie Rourke remembers, 
“When I was a kid, my mom 

would cook the turkey overnight. 
Th e smell was amazing through-
out the night. Th anksgiving Day, 
we would start cooking early and 
everyone would come for lunch–
but the best part was cooking 
with mom and smelling that tur-
key cooking all night.”

Vinton Library Assistant Bryce 
Chalkley says, “Th anksgiving 
at my house was a BIG DEAL 
growing up. My mom, who 
adores the holiday despite persis-
tent grumbling about all of the 
work involved, always insisted 
on hosting and doing the lion’s 
share of the cooking. Th e major-
ity of family made the short trip 
down I-81 from Radford, but we 
were apt to have visitors from all 
corners of the map on any given 
year. 

“Th e holiday was all about 
family for Mom, but for my 
brother and me it was the food. 
Not necessarily that day; we al-
ways had our meal at lunch, and 
I could never quite muster the ap-
petite the spread deserved by that 
time. No, for us it was the days 
following, when the fridge was 
overfl owing with the fi xings for 
open-faced turkey sandwiches, 
and macaroni and cheese was a 
side item for breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner. Ten-year-old me says 
that you can hold the canned 
cranberry sauce, though, please 
and thank you.”

Martha Gish-Toney of Vinton 
shares that “Th anksgiving has al-
ways been one of my favorite hol-
idays. We would spend time with 
friends or watching football. My 
mom would prepare a wonder-
ful candlelit Th anksgiving dinner 
for us with all the fi xings–turkey 
and stuffi  ng, corn pudding, green 
bean casserole, mashed potatoes, 
Watergate salad and much more. 
We always ate dinner around 7. 
It was a wonderful time to refl ect 
on all of our blessings. Th anks-
giving today is not the same, as 
so much has changed, but I will 
always remember how my family 
used to celebrate Th anksgiving 
and the wonderful smells from 
the kitchen.”

Vinton Town Councilman 
Mike Stovall says, “Our Th anks-
giving lunch was a huge spread 
at my Mom and Dad’s on Wash-
ington Avenue.  One of my 
highlights was fall turkey season 
would always open for one day 
on Th anksgiving Day and it still 
does. My most memorable mo-
ment was in 2006 when I har-

vested a Th anksgiving turkey 
with my Dad sitting right be-
side me after our Th anksgiving 
lunch!”

Beth Abbott, from the Vinton 
Chamber, recalls, “We lived in 
the Northern Neck because Dad 
was hired as an athletic director 
and teacher for the high school, 
and we had no family there. My 
siblings and I would fi ght for 
positioning in our old family sta-
tion wagon, and we bickered and 
giggled for hours as dad drove 
that old car ‘over the river’ on an 
awful bridge and through many 
patches of woods to beautiful Pat-
rick County. My mom kept the 
peace by singing with us. Th anks-
giving wasn’t about the food–it 
was about memories along the 
journey and at the table with our 
huge family.”

Music teacher Susan Lew-
is shares, “My Th anksgiving 
memories as a child are some of 
my most cherished family tradi-
tions...especially since both of my 
parents, as well as my precious, 
live-in grandmother, all went to 
heaven when I was in my 20s–
way too soon! My mother and 
grandmother loved to cook, es-
pecially for holidays. Th ey started 
days early preparing the meal. I 
could hardly wait for my favor-
ite dessert, homemade pumpkin 
pie! Dad would always have the 
honor of carving the turkey. We 
would eat in the dining room for 
holiday meals. I remember my 
brother sneaking our dog some 
of our delicious food underneath 
the table. In the evening, we 
would gather around the piano, 
my brother would play guitar, 
and we would sing together.”

Author and retired attorney 
Mike Ferguson says, “When 
thinking about Th anksgiving 
times past, many thoughts come 
to mind. Growing up on Bandy 
Road in the Mount Pleasant area, 
which was in the 1950s still ru-
ral, provided a young boy a wide 
array of scenes and experiences. 
Part of Bandy Road and most 
roads branching off  it were still 
unpaved, I can remember my 
mother, who grew up in the city, 
bemoaning all the dust being 
kicked up by a young fellow in a 
‘hot rod,’ as she called it, racing up 
the road and a few minutes later 
back down. A ‘stripped head’ was 
her name for him, I never knew 
what that meant back then, but 
in retrospect it probably meant 
he had a ‘Mohawk’ haircut. Mom 

complained to Dad who agreed, 
but did nothing about it, maybe 
because he had done the same 
thing when he was that age.

“Just down the gravel road 
was my Uncle Calvin’s farm, 
where he had a couple of horses, 
dairy cows, chickens and some 
pigs. Now Th anksgiving is just 
about the time the weather starts 
to get cold with frosts and hard 
freezes and that is where we get 
the phrase ‘cold enough to hang 
meat.’ Country folks knew that 
the cold weather would keep 
fresh meat from spoiling while 
it was processed, since there was 
no readily available cold storage, 
so that meant it was ‘hog killin’ 
time.’ 

“Pork, meaning ham, sausage 
and bacon, along with other less 
well-known menu items such as 
souse meat, chitterlings, pigs’ feet 
and brains, was crucial to the diet 
and a source of income to farm-
ers. Uncle Calvin, as I recall, usu-
ally had two hogs ready to pro-
cess and other farmers around 
would bring their one or two to 
the all-day gathering. While the 
men worked, the wives and other 
women prepared food and drink 
and the kids played around. Once 
the pigs were dispatched, they 
were bled out, gutted and then 
rolled into a scalding tub to clean 
and soften the hide so that the 
hair could be scraped off , fi rst by 
being laid out on a platform and 
later, to fi nish the job, they were 
strung up by the back feet to a 
bar about 10 to 12 feet high. Th e 
hair was used by some old-timers 
as bristles for brushes. Th en came 
the butchering and divvying up 
the appropriate shares to the vari-
ous families. Th e farmers liked to 
say they used everything but the 
squeal.

“So, while most people, when 
refl ecting on Th anksgiving, think 
of a big turkey dinner and watch-
ing football on TV, my most fer-
vent memory is being 10 to 12 
years old watching a ‘hog killin,’ 
Hope my description of it doesn’t 
put you off  your feed when you 
pull up to the table this year for 
your socially distanced Th anks-
giving meal,” Ferguson said.

Vinton Town Councilman 
Keith Liles shares, perhaps, the 
most poignant Th anksgiving 
memory of all. 

“My memories of Th anksgiv-
ing growing up are bittersweet,” 
Liles says. “As a kid, I was excit-
ed we got a few days off  school 

for Th anksgiving. However, my 
mother (Faye) always had to 
work at the Kroger deli until they 
closed at 6 p.m. During that day 
me and my siblings along with 
my dad (Billy) would clean the 
house and take my mom’s Lilac 
china out of the china cabinet 
and carefully wash all the pieces 
that we would use for the evening 
feast. We would set the table and 
anticipate Mom coming come 
from work. It was hard work for 
a kid, but the look on Mom’s 
face when she walked through 
the door was worth every bit of 
it. Although she was tired from 
working all day, Mom would 
immediately start preparing our 
Th anksgiving meal. 

“We didn’t have a lot of money 
growing up and at times had to 
rely on assistance to make ends 
meet. But on Th anksgiving we 
lived like the rich folks, as this 
was the only day we got to eat 
off  the fi ne china and devour a 
full course meal. Together! Our 
feast would include turkey and 
dressing, gravy, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, cranberry sauce, 
sweet potato casserole, and a pie 
that Mom would pick out for us 
on her break. 

“After dinner, while still in her 
Kroger uniform, Mom would 
clean the kitchen and her china, 
and carefully replace it in her chi-
na cabinet to sit for another year. 
My dad would retire to the living 
room and my brother, sister and I 
would lay in the fl oor and rapidly 
thumb through the new Christ-
mas catalogs, making our lists for 
Santa.

“Looking back, I realize even 
though Mom was exhausted she 
was proud and thankful her fam-
ily was fed, happy and enjoying 
time together. Th ose times would 
be short-lived. A few years later, 
my dad passed away. Two years 
after dad passed, my mom was 
diagnosed with terminal brain 
cancer. My brother and I still 
lived at home and took care of 
her around the clock. 

“On Th anksgiving Day of 
1996, knowing her boys were 
tired, the only thing she could 
give us was a day off . Mom shut 
her eyes one last time that morn-
ing, knowing her kids would al-
ways eat well and be together on 
this day. 

“So on Th anksgiving, we will 
remove the Lilac china from its 
cabinet, set the table and enjoy 
what I now call…Mom’s Day!” 

Memories from page 1

Campbell Memorial to host 
Christmas goodie bag drive-thru

Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church will be hosting a Drive-Th ru 
Christmas Candy Cane Goodie Bag Give-
Away event on Saturday, December 12 
from 11 a.m. to 1p.m. for the fi rst 100 
cars that come to the church. Th ere is a 
limit of one bag per car. Th is is a rain-or-
shine event.

Th e goodie bags will include the Story 

of the Candy Cane, a metal Nativity or-
nament, a storybook about Christmas, a 
church brochure, candy bars and candy 
canes.

Campbell Memorial is located at 1130 
Hardy Road in Vinton, next door to W.E. 
Cundiff  Elementary. Enter the church’s 
parking lot from the Hardy Road entrance 
into the parking lot and wear your masks.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Campbell Memorial Presbyterian Church is hosting a Christmas Candy Cane 
Goodie Bag Give-Away drive-thru event on Saturday, December 12, from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. to the first 100 cars.

OBITUARY

11-20-1937 ~ 11-9-2020
Lois was born in Bed-

ford County on 11-20-
1937, the only daughter 
to the late Moorman and 
Della Clark.

Lois’s family includes 
three brothers; the late 
Loyd and Roger Clark. 
Lois is survived by a broth-
er, Glenn Clark.

Lois was a tiny girl, so 
small her childhood nick-
name was Teeny. Lois was 
a petite, gentle, strong-willed woman 
loved by anyone that met her.

She was married to Odell Chittum, 
her husband of 65 years, and the mother 
of fi ve daughters and one son.

I have fought a good fi ght, I have fi n-
ished my course, I have kept the faith.

2 Timothy 4:7
On Monday, November 9, 2020, 

Lois, our Mama, Mom, Granny, sur-
rounded by family, took her last breath 
from this life into the arms of her Mama, 
Daddy, brothers Loyd and Roger, grand-
son Dustin Chittum, granddaughter 
Sarah Underwood, family and friends 
who passed ahead of her. Each and every 
loved one shares in the loss of Lois Jean 
Clark Chittum. God’s promises can pro-
vide each of those left behind the com-

fort and peace that Mama 
is no longer suff ering or in 
pain.

Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart, and do not 
lean on your own under-
standing. Proverbs 3:5.

Lois is survived by hus-
band Odell; daughters 
Wanda (Mike) Hartberg-
er, Patsy Clark, Donna 
Underwood, Sandra Mc-
Cutcheon, Karen (Gerald) 
Gardner, and son Keith 

Chittum. Granny is survived by her 
grandchildren; Matt (Olivia) Hartberger, 
Travis Hartberger, Shawn (Chris) Pril-
laman, Sasha Patterson (James), Chevy 
Underwood, Alisha (Josh) May, Michael 
McCutcheon, David Ransom, Casey, 
Cody and Zachary Chittum; six great-
grandsons, six great-granddaughters, and 
baby girl pup Maggie.

On Friday, November 13, 2020, a fu-
neral service was held at Oakey’s Vinton 
Chapel with pastor Ken Butterworth of-
fi ciating. Following the service, Lois now 
rests in peace beside grandson Dustin at 
Mountain View Cemetery in Vinton, Va.

Now faith is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do not 
see.

Hebrews 11:1

Lois Jean Clark Chittum

PHOTO BY ANNIE SPRATT
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just to foster an envi-
ronment where it all 
works and where ev-
eryone is pulling in the 
same direction to create 
special spaces for people 
to enjoy themselves,” 
Peters said. “I am very 
much looking forward 
to working with David 
Hill and David Trinkle 
to make this project a 
reality.

“The dominoes are 
really falling in the right 
direction and the fact 
that more projects are 
on the horizon speaks 
volumes about how our 
community is reimagin-
ing itself,” Peters said.

The redevelopment 
project also plans to uti-
lize historic tax credits 
to accomplish the re-
development, with an 
expected investment of 
approximately $2 mil-
lion and the creation of 
approximately 42 jobs.

Vinton Town Council 
agreed last April to terms 
for a Contract of Sale 
for the Gish Mill prop-
erty to the developers 
subject to a nine-month 
due diligence period to 
pursue the historic des-
ignation and to allow 
the developer to secure 
both private financing 
and historic grant fund-
ing. If all goes well, the 
developers expect to 
close on the sale of the 
property in early 2021 
and construction could 
begin shortly after.

“To state that the Gish 
Mill site bears historical 
significance to the Town 
of Vinton would be an 
understatement,” said 
Vinton Principal Plan-
ner Nathan McClung. 
“As the founding struc-
ture of the town dat-
ing back to the 1700s, 
this project site was the 
epicenter of economic 
growth and cultural for-
mation for the town as 
it evolved over the next 
two centuries.

“The town greatly ap-
preciates the  awarding 

of this grant  from  the 
Virginia Department 
of Housing and Com-
munity Development 
(DHCD), which  will 
provide the necessary 
funds for the redevelop-
ment of the site,” Mc-
Clung added. “Moving 
forward,  the critical 
nexus of historic preser-
vationism and economic 
development will be 
embodied in this project 
with the development 
team, the Gish Mill Da-
vii, LLC, leading that 
charge.”

“Congratulations to 
the Town of  Vinton for 
putting together an ex-
traordinarily  success-
ful  grant application,” 
said David Hill. “The 
IRF program is a vi-
sionary program, run 
by Virginia DHCD, 
and there are many, 
many more deserving 
applications than they 
have the money to fund 
in a grant cycle. The 
program is extremely 
competitive. So, for 
Vinton to achieve suc-
cess on its first applica-
tion shows that Virginia 
has great  confidence in 
Vinton and believes in 
its success record of do-
ing things right. 

“Among others who 
have been so helpful 
on this  project, Nathan 
McClung, Pete Peters, 
Barry Thompson   and 
Anita McMillan have 
achieved a milestone 
with this application for 
Vinton, and the Town 
Council and Mayor Brad 
Grose have continued to 
be very supportive at ev-
ery level of this complex 
endeavor,” Hill said. 
“I am both elated and 
humbled that the Com-
monwealth has decided 
to make this investment 
in our project and with 
this endorsement, more 
convinced that we can 
make the Gish Mill and 
Downtown Vinton a 
destination in Roanoke 
Valley.” 

Gish Mill from page 1

Vinton Baptist sponsors Hometown 
Christmas Door Decorating Contest

Vinton Baptist 
Church is once again 
sponsoring the “Home-
town Christmas Door 
Decorating Contest” in 
downtown Vinton.

It is inviting local 
businesses to participate 
in this event in one of 
two ways:

• Decorate the door 
and/or window of your 
business, or

• If you don’t have the 
time or energy to deco-
rate your door/window, 
let the church know! Call 
the church office at 343-

7685, and the church 
will send a group to your 
business to decorate your 
door for you.

Businesses who deco-
rate their doors/win-
dows/storefronts are 
urged to be creative. 
They are encouraged to 
decorate anything that 
can be seen from the 
road. 

Businesses will be eli-
gible for judging in sev-
eral categories: Best All 
Around, Most Creative, 
Most Exemplifies the 
Spirit of Christmas, and 

Kid’s Favorite.
The deadline for com-

pleting the decorations 
is Tuesday, December 8. 
Judging will take place in 
the days afterward, with 
winners notified by Vin-
ton Baptist on Friday, 
December 11. (Doors 
decorated by the Vinton 
Baptist committee are 
not eligible for prizes.)

Each winner receives a 
gift card to a fellow local 
business (donated by lo-
cal businesses), as well as 
a trophy to display year-
round! 

This year, Vinton 
Baptist wants to share 
their love for local busi-
nesses and their support 
for all they do to make 
Vinton home, a spokes-
man said.

Call Vinton Baptist 
at 343-7685 to register 
your business.

“As we celebrate ‘A 
Hometown Christmas,’ 
we are so thankful for 
the way you nurture the 
spirit of love and gener-
osity within our town,” 
is the message from Vin-
ton Baptist.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH
Vinton Baptist Church invited Vinton businesses to 
participate in the annual Christmas Door Decorating 
Contest.

“Luna”, 9yrs old, Spayed Female. Luna arrived at the shelter in as a stray in early 
August. She is very laid-back and would make a great couch companion! She enjoys 
snuggling up in her comforter and getting lots of love from staff. Luna would likely 
do best with an older family with a low to moderate activity level.

“Dillinger”, 1yr old, Neutered Male Dillinger is a gentle, affectionate pup. He had 
quite the rough life before he came into our custody, but that hasn’t broken his 
spirit by any means. The RCACP is currently looking for a foster home for him to 
begin his heartworm treatment. Our volunteer group has raised enough funds to 
sponsor Dillinger’s treatment. 

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK

nomic Development Di-
rector Pete Peters.

“Obviously, this is 
a challenged site after 
years of neglect,” he 
commented. “Although 
we are very eager to 
be able to rehabilitate, 
repurpose, and preserve 
the 200-year-old found-
ing structure of the town 
for generations to come, 
the cherry on top is that 
it will generate new rev-
enue for our town, cre-
ate several dozen new 
jobs, and establish a 
very unique attraction 
in Vinton that really 
doesn’t exist anywhere 
else in the Roanoke Val-
ley.

“Vinton is truly estab-
lishing itself as a desti-
nation, and this is just 
another example of the 
positive redevelopment 
momentum the town 
continues to experience,” 
he said. “This project, 
like all others, wouldn’t 
be possible without great 
partners. They are the 
ones taking on all the 
risk and providing the 
investment dollars to 
make projects like this 
and Vinyard Station all 
work,” he said.

“The town’s role is 

Gish Mill Concept Plan SUBMITTED PHOTO 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM
For many years, Holdren’s Country Store was in operation in the Gish Mill building. 

 Painting of Old Vinton Mill from the Vinton History Museum
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BAG 
A GREAT 
DEAL IN 

THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

To place a 
classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE!

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Services - Elderly 
Care

Needed 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Hospice & Home 
Health RN Nurse 

Openings 
New River Valley 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ014065-08-00  

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ014065-09-00  

NOTICE OF 
TRUSTEE'S SALE  

3178 Roanoke 
Road, Daleville, Va. 

24083 
(Botetourt County, 

Va.) 
Tax Map Reference 
Number: 88A (1)157 

OF 79 MT. MORIAH 
ROAD, EAGLE 

ROCK, VA 24085.  

Legals - City of 
Radford

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF 
RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA 

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CA 20-12  

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Public Notice LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
C: 540-293-4271
O: 540-772-2268

BRYANSTEENS 
GUN & ARCHERY

Buy-Sell-Trade-Consignment
Order Guns at: galleryofguns.com, theshootingstore.com 

or use our link at bryansteens.com

2840 Peters Creek Road, Roanoke 
Phone: (540) 562-4867 • Fax: (540) 562-0694

Mon-Fri. 10 to 7 • Sat. 10-4
BRYANSTEENSGUNS@YAHOO.COM

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Peace of mind comes with knowing that an experienced 
professional is helping you make the r ight decisions each step 
of the way. We will assist with transferring assets, preparing 

tax returns and filing life or annuity claims.

INHERITANCES

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BUSINESS  SERVICES  DIRECTORY

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

timate only. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

1) Model # 101 Carolina      $40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
2) Model # 203 Georgia      $49,500...BALANCE OWED $19,950
3) Model # 305 Biloxi          $36,825...BALANCE OWED $14,500
4) Model # 403 Augusta     $42,450...BALANCE OWED $16,500

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED
 Make any plan design changes you desire!
 Comes with Complete Building Blueprints & 
Construction Manual

 Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
 NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB
A+ Rating

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED
OF ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-947-1479

Off er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

STATEWIDE  ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DRPT FY22 PUBLIC NOTICE: The Virginia 
Department of Rail and Public Transpor-
tation (DRPT) is accepting applications 
from qualifi ed eligible applicants for 
transit, rail, and transportation demand 
management (TDM) grants for the 2022 
fi scal year. The state’s annual grant appli-
cation period is open from December 1, 
2020, through February 1, 2021. Transit 
and TDM funds are available through 
multiple state and federal funding 
sources to support transit service, hu-
man service transportation, and com-
muter assistance programs in Virginia. 
Eligible project categories include capital 
purchases, administrative and operating 
costs, technical assistance, demonstra-
tion grants, and commuter assistance 
program costs. Funds are available for 
rail initiatives through the Rail Preser-
vation program. In addition, funding to 
provide access to freight rail shipping 
for Virginia businesses is available year 
round through the Rail Industrial Access 
program. Complete details on eligibility 
and the application procedures for DRPT 

grant programs are available online. To 
learn more about transit, rail, and trans-
portation demand management funding 
in Virginia, visit www.drpt.virginia.gov.  
Applications can be submitted online at 
https://olga.drpt.virginia.gov/. DRPT is 
committed to ensuring that no person is 
excluded from participation in, or denied 
the benefi ts of its services on the basis 
of race, color, or national origin, as pro-
tected by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. DRPT will also provide reason-
able accommodations and interpretive 
services for persons who require special 
assistance to participate in the grant 
application process as required by the 
ADA.  For accommodations, additional 
information on how to fi le a complaint, 
please contact our Title VI Compliance 
Offi  cer, (804) 786-4440, or 600 E. Main 
Street, Suite 2102, Richmond, VA 23219, 
or visit our website at www.drpt.virginia.
gov

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in 

other states.   Aff ordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK "mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting at 
$235* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap Call 
804-739-8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-877-636-0738   Special fi -
nancing for qualifi ed customers.

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Advertise your 
business statewide and in other states. 
Aff ordable Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners.  Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK "mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 

landonc@vpa.net 

LIVESTOCK SALE

TOTAL PERFORMANCE BULL SALE. Friday, 
December 4, 2020 at Noon. Featuring 
178 Angus, Polled Hereford, Gelbvieh 
and Balancer bulls. Knoll Crest Farm, 
Red House, VA. Pre-register before sale 
day by calling 434-376-3567 or at www.
KnollCrestFarm.com.

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:   Advertise your list-
ings regionally or statewide. Aff ordable 
Print and Digital Solutions that get re-
sults! Call Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services  804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
"mailto:landonc@vpa.net" landonc@
vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 

417 Acre Farm on the Sandy River

Bid live or online!LAND AUCTION
240 Keatts Ln, Danville, VA

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  HYPER-
LINK "https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com" https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

WANTED TO BUY
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylin-
ders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114.
Convenient. Certifi ed Professionals. Call 
312-313-9671 or visit RefrigerantFind-
ers.com
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Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - lo-
cated at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tra-
ditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 
4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening 
Worship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWA-
NA 6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. 
Travis Russell. Sunday Services:  Contempo-
rary Service 8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 
a.m., Traditional Service 11:00 a.m., Wednes-
day Services:  Family Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible 
Study 6:15 p.m., Children’s Ministries 6:15 
p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 p.m. www.vinton-
baptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednes-
day Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke 
VA 24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Bap-
tized… Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with 
us! Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship 11 a.m., Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.chris-
tianchurchofchristclearbrook.org

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, 
Vinton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather 
Road), 982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 
10 AM - Worship Service, SuperChurch for 
Children; Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA 
Clubs for ages 3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The 
Cross”, 1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pas-
tor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, 
Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, 
sttimothy1201@verizon.net

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland 
Ave., SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning 
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednes-
day Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm;  Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 
Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at 
Famous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with 

Rev. Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.  Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School 
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson 
Ave. Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for 
all ages 10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - 
Children - Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 
6:30 PM.

Read Numbers 1:1 through 
2:34

In our fragmented families 
today, it is diffi cult to under-
stand the closeness of Isra-
elite families. They worked 
together, lived in the same 
area, and had tribal leaders 
who counseled them, taught 
them God’s Law, and arbi-
trated their disputes. God ap-
pointed a leader from each 
tribe to help Moses count 
the men of his tribe. God also 
told them where to arrange 
their tents so each tribe lived 
together. By living so closely 
together, they must have 
learned a great deal about 
getting along with one an-
other.

So the Israelites did every

thing the Lord commanded 
Moses; that is the way they 
encamped under their stan-
dards, and that is the way 
they set out, each of them 
with their clan and family 
(Numbers 2:34).

In today’s society, respect is 
often a missing ingredient in 
families. Often, families inten-
tionally live a distance from 
each other so they don’t have 
to spend much time together. 
Maybe we should return to 
the Israelite model and learn 
to appreciate and depend on 
one another more.

Thought for Today: The fam-
ily structure is important to 
God.

Quicklook: Numbers 2:32–34

Families Deserve Respect

As we continue serving our families and limiting
exposure to the COVID19 virus, we are now

allowed to operate at 100% capacity while meeting 
all mandated social distancing and facial

covering recommendations.

Most service options are now fully available.

Lotz Vinton Chapel  •  540-343-4986

Vinton Chapel
Celebrating Life

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Bonsack Elementary School 
announces Honor Rolls

Bonsack Elementary 
School has announced its 
A and A/B Honor Rolls 
for the 1st nine weeks.

Students on the A 
Honor Roll include:

Second Grade: Aubrey 
Austin, Bebe Barr, Kensi 
Brown, Eli Copening, 
Owen Gibson, Avery 
Ginter, Andrew John-
son, Kaylee Kammerer, 
Samantha Keith, Col-
lins Lott, Gavin Lorton, 
Landry Miller, Saha Pa-
tel, Enzo Pereira, Grace 
Richardson, Hunter 
Robinson, and Cael Sink.

Third Grade: Sadeed 
Faquiri, Rory Grant, and 
Jackson Price

Fourth Grade: Grant 
Bartley, Cooper Butrym, 
Avery Chitwood, Carter 
Dalglish, Ashlynn Doss, 
Jaxon Glatt, Caroline 
Johnson, Briggs Kotz, 
Rylan Lang, Layna Mill-
er, Miriam Moore, and 
Grant Muddiman.

Fifth Grade: Addi-
son Alexander, Tayler 
Austin, Stephen Byars, 
Isabella Clark, Jasmine 
Clifton, Morgan Dillard, 
Keeli Emery, Ellie Ruble, 
Aaron Start, Kara Sut-
ton, Mia Vest, and Ryan 
Witcher.

Students on the A/B 
Honor Roll at Bonsack 
include:

Second Grade: Baylee 
Angle, Alayna Burton, 
Lindsay Camper, Ains-
ley Carkuff, Bailee Car-
lisle, Elizabeth Fraley, 
Carrington Gill, Nathan 
Gray, Alexander Herbert, 
Riggins Hill, Emma Jan-
ney, Britny Khori, Car-
son Kirby, Jalissa Lewis, 
Jalen Lin, Logan Long-
streth, Charlotte Mike-
sell, Kennedy Savignoc, 
Abigail Schaefer, Sayan 
Seib, Jaxon Smith, Jace 
Weddle, and Jay Wil-
liams.

Third Grade: Maggie 
Benson, Kenlee Camp-
bell, Christina Chaney, 
Jack Clark, Liam Collins, 
Julian Doura, Katy Etue, 
Pierce Franks, Brinkley 
Gonzales, Sloan McKin-
ney, Jake Morris, Sophia 
Moretti, Liam Roberts, 
Shaurya Sharma, Ella 
Skinner, Garren Sutphin, 
Liam Thepsimuong, 
Jaqwaylin Toler, Molly 
Webb, and Danielle 
Woodcock.

Fourth Grade: Ethan 
Bibby, Evan Bibby, Liam 
Bruner, Joshua Chris-
tensen, Carston DiBene-
detto, Ryleigh Fisher, 
Brayden Furrow, Nyah 
Gaines, Tenley Hardi-
fer, Alyssa Harless, Jack-
son Henderson, Jack-
son Johnson, John Lee, 

Chase Madonna, Melissa 
Madonna, Corrine Mi-
chalski, Sophia Nester, 
Natalie Onwi, Madelynn 
Ray, Kennedi Shifflett, 
and Josh Williams.

Fifth Grade: Bryce 
Angle, Isabella Barrette, 
Madelyn Barrette, Allison 
Bowling, Noah Ciafardi-
ni, Jennifer Garst-Yeager, 
Blair Godlesky, Carson 
Gordon, Aubrey Harris, 
Myah Hendrick, Mason 
Hershel, Khloe Hum-
phrey, Nate Kingery, Isa-
iah Lafoon, Jordan Lin, 
Amayzah Love, Gray 
Matthews, Mallory Mi-
chalski, Adalie Mills, Al-
len Nunez, Cooper Terry, 
Conley Serrano, Breann 
Sigmon, Olivia Smith, 
Vicki Smith, Zoe Sowers, 
Julyanna Stultz, Hope 
Thomas, Jacey Weddle, 
and Eli West.

Vinton Baptist to 
host Christmas Eve 
drive-in service

Plans are in the works for Vinton 
Baptist Church to host a Christmas Eve 
drive-in service at River Park Shopping 
Center at 6 p.m. on December 24.

Communion elements and light sticks 
will be passed out as you enter the park-
ing lot. Everyone will remain in their 

vehicles, and the service can be heard on 
your FM radio. A screen is planned to 
assist with video. 

Developer Dale Wilkinson owns and 
is redeveloping the River Park property 
and has given permission for it to be 
used for the Christmas Eve event.

Submit your community 
news and photos to 
vintonmessenger@

ourvalley.org.
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There once was a big game in Roanoke on Thanksgiving Day

Brian
Hoff man

Thanksgiving means a lot of things to a lot of 
people. Among them are family, good food and, of 
course, a day to be thankful for the blessings of the 
past year. In 2020 that last one might be a stretch as 
we hit day 257 AG, or over eight months since Rudy 
Gobert tested positive for COVID and sports as we 
know them came to a halt.

For some, Thanksgiving means good football 
games. We always have three pro football games on 
Thanksgiving, with the Lions and Cowboys as annual 
participants in the afternoon. This year we have the 
2-7 Texans at the 4-5 Lions, then two more 2-7 teams 
at 4:30 pm as the Washingtons play at Dallas. Well, 
that’s 2020 for you.

If you want to watch a good game, the Ravens play 
the Steelers at 8:20 pm on Thanksgiving night. That 
will be a perfect time to loosen your belt or take off 
your bra and settle down for an AFC North battle 
between the Ravens, who most were picking to go 
to the Super Bowl this season, and the undefeated 
Steelers. 

When I was growing up in Pennsylvania just about 
every high school in the state played on Thanksgiving 
Day. Many “Turkey Day” rivalries are well over 100 
years old. In fact, with a little research I found the 
oldest to be Norwich Free Academy against New 
London High School in Connecticut, which goes back 
to 1875. Norwich holds a 77-63-11 edge in the series.

We had 10 high schools in our district and all 10 
were matched up with Thanksgiving Day rivalries. 
In those days there were no statewide playoffs in 
Pennsylvania and Thanksgiving Day was the last 
game of the season. It was a good time to have a 
game as kids who had recently graduated were back 
home for Thanksgiving and the game was as much a 
“homecoming” as anything.

Thanksgiving used to be a big day for college 
matchups as well. This week, the only two college 
games on the schedule are Colorado State at Air Force 
and New Mexico at Utah State. There are 11 more 
games on Friday but that’s not the same as an actual 
Thanksgiving Day game.

Here in the Roanoke Valley, many of the older 
football fans remember when Virginia Tech and VMI 
played at Victory Stadium every year on Thanksgiving 
Day. Tech and VMI met annually from 1913 until 
1971 in what was then referred to as the “Military 
Classic of the South.”

Victory Stadium was built in 1942, and if you’re 
a history buff you’ll recognize that we were fighting 
World War II at that time. The stadium was named 
for the goal of the Allies to win the war, and thank 
God we did or the Germans may have renamed it 
something else.

It was a grand old football stadium, made entirely 
of bricks with classic architecture and a big fountain 
behind one end zone. It had a seating capacity of over 
24,000, roughly three times the capacity of Salem 
Stadium, the largest current facility in the Roanoke 

Valley.
The stadium was in decline as we entered 

the 21st century and it became a hot potato 
for local politicians. Instead of fixing it up 
it was torn down in the summer of 2006 
and new, more modest, football stadiums 
were built on the campuses of city schools 
William Fleming and Patrick Henry.

Victory Stadium is gone, but not forgot-
ten for the many who played and watched 
high school games there. Among the 
most beloved memories are the annual 
Thanksgiving Day football games between 
VMI and Virginia Tech.

J. Burks Logan, a long-time dentist 
in the area who is now retired, attended 
many of those games. He was my dentist 
for many years and he’s a big football fan. 
He used to stuff my mouth with cotton and 
then start asking me one football question 
after another.

Burks played for Andrew Lewis High 
School in the ‘50s under the late Hal 
Johnston. He also coached sandlot football 
and he and his buddies are at a high school 
game every Friday night in normal times. 
And, they never missed a Tech-VMI game 
at Victory Stadium.

“Everybody went,” said Logan. “The 
place was pretty much full every year. I 
remember you had to park on the other 
side of the river and cross that bridge and 
there was a long line of people waiting. 
Everyone really enjoyed it.”

For a long time it was actually a good rivalry. 
From the first year the game was played in Victory 
Stadium, in 1942, until the last year in 1971 Tech 
held a slim margin of 16-11-1.

“It was very competitive,” said Logan. “VMI was 
darned good back then. I remember one year they had 
Jonas “Butch” Spiegel and he was also a track star 
in the 100 yard dash. I think he had the world record 
at one time. He went to VMI and they’d pitch the 
ball to him and he’d outrun everyone to the sideline 
and then turn it up and gain eight to 10 yards every 
time. We ended up going to dental school together at 
MCV(Medical College of Virginia).”

There were no reserved seats for the Tech-VMI 
games so fans came early to claim their spot. There 
was usually a military parade through Roanoke in the 
morning and it was a big deal.

Unfortunately, all good things must come to 
an end. Tech won eight of the last nine games in 
Roanoke and the last four by scores of 55-6, 52-0, 
20-14 and 34-0. At that point it was becoming obvi-
ous the two schools were going in different direc-
tions on the national football scene. They’ve played 
12 times since, seven times in Blacksburg, twice in 
the Tobacco Bowl in Richmond and three times in 
the Oyster Bowl in Norfolk. None of the games after 
leaving Roanoke was on Thanksgiving.

Tech is 9-3 in those last dozen games and the last 
time the Keydets beat the Hokies was in 1976 at Lane 
Stadium in one of the coldest days you could ever 
have for a football game. VMI won 6-0, and I’ve 
often said Tech fans who attended that game should 
never have their seats moved because they didn’t give 
enough money to the program. I’m sure some of them 
gave fingers and toes on that bitter day.

“VMI won that game because of their discipline,” 

said Logan, who remembers it well. “That cold didn’t 
bother them as much after what they went through at 
school.”

Logan misses the Thanksgiving Day “Military 
Classic of the South,” and Victory Stadium. There 
were tears shed by many when the old stadium was 
razed.

“I miss it,” he said. “With a little work it could 
have still been functional, and they could have 
brought some good games in here.”

Tech and Virginia have not played since 1984 
but the Hokies have the Keydets on the schedule 
in September of 2026 for a one-year contract to be 
played at Lane Stadium in Blacksburg. Despite a 
break of 42 years it is still the second-longest series 
for Tech and the fourth-longest for VMI. Virginia and 
Virginia Tech is now the big rivalry in the state and, 
on most years, it’s played the day after Thanksgiving. 
This year, as you know, is the exception for just about 
everything.

I still think of the old stadium when I drive down 
Reserve Avenue, across the river from River’s Edge 
Park. I covered many high school games there, 
including some state championship games, as well as 
the early Sandlot Super Bowls and I even attended a 
few concerts there. When I drive down 581 south and 
look left I can still see the brick stadium in my mind, 
and it brings back memories of games past.

I came to the valley a couple years too late to 
attend the Tech-VMI Thanksgiving Day games, and 
there have been 49 Thanksgiving Days since the last 
one. I imagine it was a lot of fun and a really great 
tradition in its day.

Enjoy your Thanksgiving and be thankful for what 
you have. Personally, I’m thankful 2020 is almost 
over.

Above, Victory Stadium is packed for a Thanksgiving Day game between VMI and Virginia Tech. Right, a program 
from the 1966 game. GAME PHOTO FROM HISTORY MUSEUM OF WESTERN VIRGINIA

The band plays on in a rare color photo from the Tech-VMI rivalry 
at Victory Stadium. VIRGINIAROOM/ROANOKE PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Th e Old Dominion Athletic Confer-
ence Presidents’ Council, in consultation 
with the ODAC Board of Directors, has 
endorsed a plan for a return to collegiate 
competition during the 2021 spring se-
mester.

“Every institution in the ODAC has 
been focused on ensuring the best pos-
sible student experience throughout the 
pandemic and the role athletics plays in 
that is an important one,” said Dr. David 
Bushman, President of Bridgewater Col-
lege and currently serving as chair of the 
ODAC Presidents Council. “As we have 
all learned over the past nine months, 
prudent planning and the capacity to re-
spond quickly to changing circumstanc-
es go hand in hand. We believe putting 
detailed plans in place now for a return 
to competition beginning in January is 
the best way to honor the commitment 
we make to all of our students.”

Th e Presidents’ Council has commit-
ted that the conference will follow all 
established NCAA testing recommenda-
tions. A Standard Operating Procedures 
for Competition has been completed 
and the document was developed by the 
ODAC Board of Directors and a num-
ber of member working groups including 
training and sports medicine personnel.

Th e ODAC considered several diff er-
ent scheduling models as part of its re-
turn to competition plan. Th e resulting 
framework provides regular season and 
conference championship structures for 
fall and winter sports in addition to the 
unaltered previously established spring 
sport schedules and championships. Bas-
ketball, indoor track & fi eld, and swim-
ming will maintain their opportunities 
to qualify for NCAA championship par-
ticipation. Second semester competition 
is scheduled to begin on January 23 with 

men’s and women’s basketball. All other 
sports will begin later in the semester..

“Th e conference has worked diligently 
to create a plan for all our student-ath-
letes to continue their collegiate athletic 
experience in the spring,” said ODAC 
Commissioner Brad Bankston. “I am 
pleased with the progress we have made 
and the plans we have created. While no 
one can control the pandemic, we can 
continue to follow local guidance, im-
plement well-documented best practices 
regarding health and safety, and prepare 
for competition following the recom-
mendations presented by the NCAA. I 
thank all the student-athletes, parents, 
coaches and fans who have been patient 
with us during this diffi  cult time. We’re 
all living in an environment where we 
must continue to closely monitor recom-
mendations from health professionals 
and pivot when and where needed.”

Conference leadership will meet on a 
regular basis between now and the end 
of 2020 and continue with its planning 
for competition in 2021.  Leadership 
will track the progress of COVID-19 
and subsequent health and safety recom-
mendations provided by local, state and 
national public health authorities.

“Roanoke College is extremely pleased 
with the decision of the ODAC to move 
forward with competition opportunities 
for our student-athletes,” said Roanoke 
College Director of Athletics Scott Alli-
son. “We put protocols in place this fall 
to ensure that our student-athletes would 
be able to train, work out, and practice in 
anticipation of having the opportunity to 
compete in the spring. Th e hard work of 
the ODAC leadership, President’s Coun-
cil, and Board of Directors has paved the 
way with a well thought out plan for a 
return to competition.”

ODAC releases plan to return to sports competition




