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Fabricio Drumond has 
been appointed to serve 
as chief of police in Vin-
ton, eff ective December 
1. He has served as the 
interim police chief since 
July 21, assuming the role 
after former Police Chief 
Th omas L. Foster left 
the town to become the 
United States Marshal for 
the Western District of 
Virginia.  

Chief Drumond joined 
the town in 2009 as an 
pffi  cer and was promoted 
to deputy police chief in 
February 2017.  

“Fabricio Drumond 
will be a great leader for 
the Police Department 
in the Town of Vinton,” 
said Vinton Mayor Brad 
Grose. “We are indeed 
fortunate to have some-

one with his qualifi cations 
within our own ranks. 
Chief Drummond’s ex-
perience, training, educa-
tion, and natural ability 
are all particularly im-
portant factors in making 
him the perfect candidate 
for the position of chief 
of police.

“Fabricio’s outstand-
ing leadership and com-
mand abilities are evident 
to everyone who interacts 
with him,” Grose said. 
“However, his concern 
for his fellow man in gen-
eral and especially for the 
citizens of Vinton make 
him uniquely qualifi ed 
to be the chief of police 
in our community. I am 
convinced that his con-
cern for the safety and 
well-being of the citizens 
of Vinton will elevate an 
already well-respected 
Police Department to an Fabricio Drumond

Richard “Pete” Peters

Peters appointed 
Vinton town manager

Vinton Town Coun-
cil has appointed Richard 
“Pete” Peters as its next 
town manager. Th e an-
nouncement was made at 
the council meeting on 
December 1. Peters has 
worked for the town since 
2015, fi rst as assistant town 
manager/director of eco-
nomic development, and 
then, since August 1 of 
this year, as acting town 
manager after Town Man-
ager Barry Th ompson an-
nounced he would be retir-
ing on December 31.

“Pete Peters is going to 
be a great town manager 
for Vinton,” said Mayor 
Brad Grose. “Pete has 
done an incredible job as 
assistant town manager/
economic development 
director and is already rec-
ognized as an accomplished 
leader in our community. 
Pete’s years of experience in 
Vinton and in his previous 
positions will be valuable as 
he assumes the role as town 
manager.

“Pete has many great 
qualifi cations such as edu-
cation, experience, natural 
talent, and a great small-
town demeanor,” Grose 
noted. “Most importantly, 
Pete ‘fi ts’ well into our 
community. Since Pete 
grew up locally, many 
people in Vinton already 
know and respect him. Th e 
business leaders in Vinton 
recognize Pete’s talent and 
they appreciate his abil-
ity to deliver on promises. 
Pete understands our com-
munity and wants only the 
absolute best for the Town 
of Vinton. As mayor, I have 
been extremely impressed 
with his performance and 
I know that he genuinely 
loves Vinton. Pete knows 
that the Town of Vin-
ton has an exciting future 
and has devoted himself 
to making it happen! I 
certainly look forward to 
working with Pete ‘In Vin-
ton’.”

Peters has more than 20 
years of experience in local 
government, including the 
City of Roanoke and Bote-
tourt County. He is a 1993 
graduate of William Byrd 
High School. He earned 
his undergraduate degree 
from Ferrum College in 
Recreation and Leisure Ser-
vices and a Graduate Cer-
tifi cate in Local Govern-
ment Management from 
Virginia Tech, a program 
co-sponsored by the Vir-
ginia Local Government 
Management Association.

Before coming to Vin-

ton, he served for 10 years 
as director of Parks and 
Recreation in Botetourt 
County, for two years as di-
rector of Athletic Programs 
and Facilities at Roanoke 
Catholic School, and for 
seven years with the City 
of Roanoke Department of 
Parks and Recreation.

Peters’ tenure with Vin-
ton has seen many success-
ful projects. He has played 
a key role in the town re-
ceiving and managing nu-
merous state and federal 
grants, including oversee-
ing a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant to 
assist with revitalization ef-
forts and develop business 
support programs for the 
town’s downtown business 
district. 

Other major roles in-
clude assisting with the 
redevelopment of numer-
ous properties including 
the former Vinton Motors 
property at Vinyard Sta-
tion, the Lancelot Sports 
Complex, Gish Mill, the 
Roland E. Cook Lofts, the 
Billy Byrd Apartments, 
the Vinton Macado’s and 
the recruitment of Rosie’s 
Gaming Emporium. 

Peters is also active in 
the community, represent-
ing the Town of Vinton on 
numerous regional boards 
including the Roanoke 
Valley Alleghany Regional 
Commission, Roanoke Re-
gional Partnership and the 
Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce, to name a few.

“Pete has done an ex-
ceptional job with the eco-
nomic growth of the Town 
of Vinton,” said Vice May-
or Sabrina McCarty.   “He 
is extremely knowledgeable 
and approachable when cit-
izens and business owners 
have questions or concerns 
about the town. He has 
gained the respect of the 
citizens, business owners, 
staff  and Town Council. 
His hard work and close at-
tention to detail have paid 
off .   He is a perfect fi t for 
the Town of Vinton. I wel-
come him as town man-
ager and look forward to 
the amazing things that lie 
ahead for Vinton under his 
leadership.”

“Having the ability to 
promote someone of Mr. 
Peters caliber from within 
allows for a seamless conti-
nuity of town government 
and his promotion refl ects 
council’s confi dence in his 
ability to lead and grow 
Vinton,” Grose added. 
“We are thankful to have 
him at the helm.”

“I am truly honored to 

Eric Lynn’s hobby is a blast
was just getting started, 
building from kits. It 
gave them an interest in 
common – something 
they could do together 
as a family. Th at’s what 
piqued his interest in the 
hobby again as “some-
thing to do” with his al-
most 4-year-old stepson.

Lynn has been in-
volved with competition 
shooting and reloading 
ammunition for several 
years, but his enthu-
siasm has waned over 
time. Learning there was 
as local model rocketry 
organization at Virginia 
Tech – New River Val-
ley Rocketry (NRVR) 
– where high-powered 
rockets can be launched, 
sparked his curiosity.

He started off  build-
ing rockets with small 
motors from kits – ones 
that could be safely 
launched from his back-
yard, the driveway, or 
nearby fi elds. Th at led 
to extensive research and 
building more powerful 
rockets – and eventual 
certifi cation in high-
powered rocketry. 

Since it’s best practice 
to launch high-powered 
rockets through affi  lia-
tion with a club, Lynn 
joined NRVR, which 
launches from Virginia 
Tech’s Kentland Farms, 
and also the Valley Aero-
space Team (VAST) in 

northern Virginia near 
Monterey. Both groups 
host monthly launches 
(at least prior to CO-
VID-19) for members. 
He is also a member of 
the Tripoli Rocketry As-
sociation (TRA).

Th e most recent 
NRVR launch at Kent-
land Farms in Blacks-
burg was on November 
21 with both afternoon 
and evening sessions. 
NRVR members, stu-
dents, and spectators 
spent a beautiful fall af-
ternoon watching rock-
ets lift off  (with such 
powerful blasts that 
preschoolers needed 
earmuff s) and then drift 
slowly back to earth 
when parachutes de-
ployed. 

Th e evening session 
was a spectacular light 
show. Lynn launched 
three rockets while it was 
daylight and a unique 
spool spinner rocket af-
ter dark – which does 
just what its name im-
plies – with glow sticks 
attached.

He says that model 
rocketry is not really a 
hobby familiar to, or 
available to, most. Sup-
plies are usually not 
readily available locally. 
It can be an expensive 
pursuit; and there are 

Drumond named chief of police in Vinton
even higher level of ser-
vice.”

Drumond graduated 
in 2000 from Maynard 
High School in May-
nard, Mass., and enlisted 
in the United States Ma-

rine Corps shortly there-
after and served until 
2006. During his time 
in the USMC, he was 
meritoriously promoted 

Some people fi sh; some 
people craft; some peo-
ple play golf. Eric Lynn 
builds and launches high-
powered model rockets as 
a hobby.

Lynn traces his inter-
est in model rocketry 
to growing up in south-
ern California about 20 

miles from Vandenberg 
Air Force Base. Rocket 
and missile launches 
would shake the ground; 
neighbors would stream 
outside thinking “earth-
quake,” and stay to watch 
the massive trails of 
smoke in the sky.

Lynn, his dad, and 
brothers took up model 
rocketry in the ’90s, when 
high-powered rocketry 

Each year the fi fth grad-
ers at Bonsack Elementary 
School parade through the 
halls on the day before 
Th anksgiving break in their 
own version of the Macy’s 
Th anksgiving Day Parade, 
called “Balloons over Bon-
sack.” 

To complete the yearly 
project, students read the 
book “Balloons over Broad-
way” to learn about the his-
tory of the Macy’s Th anks-
giving Day Parade in New 
York City. 

In the book, author Me-
lissa Sweet tells the story of 
Tony Sarg, the puppeteer 
and marionette master who 
created the fi rst Macy’s up-
side-down puppet parade 

balloons in 1928. Th e bal-
loons have become the pa-
rade’s trademark in the years 
since, often with worries 
about whether the weather 
will support their inclusion 
in the parade.

In 2020, the Macy’s 
Th anksgiving Parade had to 
make some major adjust-
ments due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. Th e Bon-
sack students made some 
adjustments to their assign-
ment, as well.

In past years, after read-
ing the story, the fi fth grade 
students at Bonsack would 
form groups and take on a 
“Design Challenge” of cre-
ating a “balloon puppet”  to 
represent one of the tradi-
tional balloons in the parade 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Fifth graders at Bonsack Elementary School once 
again celebrated Thanksgiving by creating balloon 
puppets for their annual “Balloons over Bonsack” 
parade. Here is the Pillsbury Doughboy.

Bonsack Elementary holds traditional 
Th anksgiving Parade with a new twist

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Eric Lynn (right), his stepson, and his father-in-law 
prepare to launch a high-powered rocket with a 
G75J motor at the NRVR meet at Kentland Farms on 
November 21.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Holds candles
 7. In possession of
10. Rodents
12. Type of cofactor (Brit. 
sp.)
13. Hard candy on a stick
14. Animal of the weasel 
family
15. Things that should not 
be overlooked
16. “Silence” author
17. Dried, split lentils
18. People native to Ghana
19. Barros and Gasteyer 
are two
21. British thermal unit
22. Large oblong hall
27. Ethnic group in Asia
28. Holiday decoration

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

33. Milliliter
34. Open
36. Health physics concept 
(abbr.)
37. Tantric meditation
38. Where golf games begin
39. Birth swine
40. Rip
41. Remove
44. Puts together in time
45. Rotary engines
48. Skeletal structure
49. Member of a labor 
organization
50. Japanese classical 
theater
51. Undergarments

CLUES DOWN
 1. “Snake Tales” cartoonist

 2. Religious group
 3. Singer Redding
 4. __ and tuck
 5. Head honcho
 6. Second sight
 7. Composer
 8. About aviation
 9. Senior offi cer
10. Forecasts weather
11. Seasoned Hungarian 
soup
12. Town in Hesse, 
Germany
14. Thought to derive from 
meteorites
17. Hit lightly
18. Seemingly bottomless 
chasm
20. Title of respect
23. Warms up

24. Man and Wight are two
25. Type of scan
26. Atomic mass unit
29. Article
30. Incriminate
31. Passes by
32. Most nerve-inducing
35. David Alan Grier sitcom
36. Achieve
38. Freshwater fi sh
40. Beginner
41. Dark brown or black
42. A newlywed wears one
43. DiFranco and Vardanyan 
are two
44. Diego, Francisco, 
Anselmo
45. Ancient Egyptian King
46.  Old name (abbr.)
47. Brazilian city (slang)

Vinton Town Council fi lls two leadership positions from within

Vinton Town Council approved 
the appointment of a new town 
manager and chief of police at its 
meeting on December 1. Richard 
“Pete” Peters was named town 
manager, and Fabricio Drumond 
was introduced as the new chief of 
police.

“Th e Town of Vinton is in a 
unique position that will help set 
the stage for service to our citizens 
for the next several years,” said Vin-
ton Mayor Brad Grose. “Th e Vin-
ton Town Council is fi lling two es-
pecially important positions in our 
town, namely, town manager and 
police chief. Th e fact that both po-
sitions of leadership are changing 
at the same time could have been 
a challenge of enormous portion. 
However, over the past few years, 
Vinton has attracted very quali-
fi ed, talented people for many staff  
positions. Council had the oppor-
tunity to contemplate and evaluate 
some extraordinarily strong people 
within our own organization.

“Of course, Vinton Town 
Council approached this situation 
with prayer and careful consider-
ation,” Grose said. “While council 
could have advertised for candi-
dates outside of our staff , it soon 
became obvious that the best peo-
ple for the positions were already 
employed by the Town of Vinton. 
Th e existence of these highly quali-
fi ed individuals in our organization 

was not an accident nor a matter of 
good luck. Th e fortunate situation 
was the result of good planning 
and great leadership on the part of 
the two men who previously held 
the positions, former Town Man-
ager Barry Th ompson, and former 
Police Chief Tom Foster. Th ey 
agreed that a strong line of succes-
sion and thorough peer training 
are essential to seamless transitions.

“As mayor, I want to thank 
Barry Th ompson and Tom Foster 
for their leadership and foresight. 
Th eir hard work allowed Vinton 
Town Council to promote within 
our own staff . Th ank you, gentle-
men, may God bless you!”

During the meeting, council 
held a public hearing to consider 
public comments on the petition 
of Giacomo Montuori of New 
York Pizza for a Special Use Permit 
for a proposed indoor amusement 
use to be located at 700 Hardy 
Road, next door to New York 
Pizza. 

Members had been briefed at 
the council meeting on November 
17 and the Vinton Planning Com-
mission unanimously approved 
the plan at its own public hearing 
on November 19. Principal Plan-
ner Nathan McClung reviewed 
the specifi cs of the proposal for 
council.

Th e property was formerly a 
dry cleaning establishment, built 
in 1972, and zoned GB General 
Business District. In 2016, site 
plans were approved for the prop-

erty for a drive-thru facility that 
would convert the vacant building 
into an ice cream shop and coff ee 
shop. New York Pizza now intends 
to incorporate a new use into the 
existing structure under that um-
brella that would include a family 
friendly arcade. 

Council approved the SUP 
with two proff ered conditions: 

• None of the amusement or 
entertainment devices or ma-
chines associated with the use shall 
be “gambling devices” or “skill 
games.”

• Th e petitioner must obtain 
approval on the change of use re-
quirements from the Roanoke 
County building commissioner 
prior to use of the building for the 
commercial indoor amusement 
center.

Th e building has an estimated 
fi nished fl oor area of 3200 square 
feet. Th e parcel is accessed by three 
commercial entrances.

In other business, council recog-
nized the CivicPlus Website Rede-
sign Project Team – Town of Vin-
ton employees Julie Tucei, Barry 
Th ompson, Pete Peters, and Susan 
Johnson, and Roanoke County 
IT employees Chad Sweeney and 
Brian Gladden– as well as all de-
partments’ staff  who coordinated 
with the project team, for  being 
awarded the “Pinnacle Award” in 
the City/County Small Population 
Group (up to 50,000 residents) 
by the National Association of 
Government Web  Profession-

als (NAGW). Th e award was an-
nounced at the organization’s 2020 
Virtual Conference in September.

Th is year the winners of the 
coveted award were chosen by 
the general membership through 
popular vote, rather than by the 
traditional awards committee. 

NAGW membership includes 
IT, Design, and Communications 
(PIO) staff  from hundreds of lo-
calities across the United States.

According to Vinton Executive 
Assistant Susan Johnson, “Win-
ning a 2020 NAGW award is a 
resounding vote of approval by our 
web peers across the country. At its 
heart, NAGW is an organization 
of government web professionals 
working together to share knowl-
edge, best practices, innovative 
ideas, and other resources.”

Council was briefed by Hu-
man Resources Director Donna 
Collins on extending the rollover 
accrual date for vacation hours for 
town employees from December 
31, 2020, to June 20, 2021. Due 
to travel restrictions related to the 
pandemic, employees did not 
utilize time off  as they normally 
would have. Extending the roll-
over date allows staff  to retain those 
hours as vacation rather than being 
rolled over into sick time.

In the early days of the pandem-
ic when the town feared revenues 
would be severely impacted, sever-
al positions were frozen with revi-
sions to the town budget. Council 
has now adopted a resolution ap-

proving unfreezing and reclassify-
ing several positions to improve 
effi  ciencies and service delivery to 
citizens. Th e Utility Service Op-
erator position was unfrozen and 
reclassifi ed to Financial Analyst. 
Th e Senior Financial Analyst posi-
tion was reclassifi ed to Assistant Fi-
nance Director. Equipment Oper-
ator I was unfrozen and reclassifi ed 
to Project Manager. Certifi ed Of-
fi cer position in the police depart-
ment was unfrozen and reclassifi ed 
to lieutenant. Th e Assistant Town 
Manager position was unfrozen to 
fund Public Works separation pay 
and hire a new Public Works Di-
rector.

Council adopted a resolution 
approving and initiating the Na-
tional League of Cities (NLC) Ser-
vice Line Program. Th e program 
assists residents by providing an 
aff ordable solution to water and 
sewer line and indoor plumbing 
repairs or replacements. Property 
owners in Vinton will be able to 
enroll in the opt-in home warranty 
program, contacted in a direct 
mailing. Th ose choosing to partici-
pate will be billed by the company. 
If repairs are needed, the company 
sends out repairmen. Th e program 
is also educational in nature, as 
most homeowners mistakenly be-
lieve the town is responsible for the 
lateral water and sewer lines com-
ing into their homes. In fact, the 
property owners are responsible for 
lateral lines off  of the main lines, 
which the town maintains.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Vinton Chamber cancels Christmas Parade, makes alternative plans
Th e Vinton Area Cham-

ber of Commerce board of 
directors has made the de-
cision to cancel the 2020 
Vinton Christmas Parade, 
which was scheduled for 
this Th ursday, Dec. 3.  

“Th is was a very hard 
decision and was not de-
cided easily,” said Cham-
ber Executive Director 
Angie Chewing. “While 
we were hopeful we could 
host a parade in 2020, the 
board came to the realiza-
tion that it was necessary 
to cancel the event, con-
sidering the governor’s re-
cent executive order limit-
ing public gatherings and 
the ongoing uncertainty 
surrounding the coronavi-
rus pandemic.”

Despite the Vinton 
Chamber’s decision to 
cancel the parade, there re-
main several other activi-
ties to celebrate the Christ-

mas and holiday season 
throughout the Vinton 
community.

Town of Vinton Christ-
mas Tree Lighting: Vinton 
Mayor Brad Grose and 
Vinton Police Offi  cer of 
the Year Brandon Alte-
rio will light the town’s 
Christmas tree in front 
of the Vinton Municipal 
Building at 6 p.m. on De-
cember 3. Th e community 
may watch the event live 
on Facebook at www.Face-
book.com/InVinton.

Santa Claus Crawl:  
Vinton’s fi rst annual “San-
ta Claus Crawl” will bring 
Santa Claus and his elves, 
escorted by the Vinton Po-
lice and Public Works De-
partments, through each 
of the Vinton neighbor-
hoods on Tuesday, Dec. 
8, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
Organizers have divided 
the town up into three sec-

tions. Santa and his elves 
will drive to each neigh-
borhood.

Santa will deliver a spe-
cial Christmas treat for the 
children, so families are 
encouraged to safely come 
to the curb near the edge 
of their property when 
they hear the sirens com-
ing to announce his ar-
rival.  

A map of Santa’s route 
will be available at www.
Facebook.com/InVinton 
or www.vintonchamber.
com when fi nalized. Th is 
activity is being sponsored 
by the Vinton Area Cham-
ber, the Town of Vinton, 
and the Vinton Moose 
Lodge.

Roanoke County’s Il-
luminights at Explore 
Park: Tickets must be 
purchased in advance at 
www.roanokecountyparks.

com/545/Illuminights to 
view the amazing display 
of 500,000 lights. Check 
out the website for avail-
able dates through January 
2. Volunteers from Vin-
ton will be assisting at the 
event on December 18.

Shop Local #InVinton: 
Many local restaurants, 
shops and entertainment 
venues are open for busi-
ness and would love to 
have you visit them during 
the holiday season. Find a 
complete list of local busi-
nesses at www.business.
vintonchamber.com/list or 
VisitVBR.

Vinton History Muse-
um Holiday Open House: 
Th e Vinton History Mu-
seum will host its “Deerly 
Love Christmas” Holiday 
Open House on Saturday, 
Dec. 5 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. View the holiday 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce made the 
agonizing decision to cancel this year’s Christmas 
Parade due to the pandemic. Santa will be visiting 
children in the neighborhoods of Vinton on December 
8 beginning at 6:30 p.m. escorted by the Vinton Police 
and Public Works in a “Santa Crawl.” Here are Santa 
and his bride from the 2019 parade.

decorations, take photos 
with the reindeer on the 
lawn and in the pergola, 
have some refreshments, 
and shop in the gift niche. 

Masks are required. Th e 
museum is also open on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The 2020 “Balloons over Bonsack” Parade was a parade 
in reverse. Instead of the fifth graders parading through 
the hallways, the other grade levels visited them. Here 
is Harry Potter.

Balloons from page 1

or come up with one of their 
own design.

Th is year, teacher Laura 
Muncey read  “Balloons 
Over Broadway” to the stu-
dents who then visited the 
Macy’s arade website to re-
search the balloons, and also 
looked at pictures from pre-
vious parades.

In this fi fth year of the 
parade project, Bonsack stu-
dents were not able to work 
in groups; they planned and 
constructed their balloon 
puppets individually, repre-
senting a famous character 
such as the Pillsbury Dough 
Boy, Elf on the Shelf, Nemo, 
Pete the Cat, Rudolph the 

Red-Nosed Reindeer, Harry 
Potter, Snoopy, Pikachu, 
Santa Claus, or others with 
a specifi c rubric of materials 
and dimensions.

Th ey shopped for sup-
plies one at a time at school 
– for items like balloons and 
string, straws, craft sticks, 
ribbon, recyclables (paper 

towel rolls, lids, tubes, etc.), 
various kinds of paper, pipe 
cleaners, felt, or brads. Stu-
dents were also allowed to 
use glue, tape, markers, cray-
ons, and staples. Th e teacher 
placed the items selected in a 
bag for them.

Th is year, the student 
body was not able to line 
the halls of the school while 
the fi fth graders paraded by. 
Instead, students held a “Re-
verse Parade.” Fifth graders 
were socially distanced and 
wore masks in the hallways 
while the other grade lev-
els walked past them to see 
their balloon creations. Each 
grade level was assigned a 
time slot to limit the number 
of students who were in the 
hallways at a time.

And the parade took two 
days since fi fth graders are 
still operating on a hybrid 
schedule with two days of 
in-school instruction and 
three days online at home 
each week. So, one group 
presented their “Balloons 
over Bonsack” on Monday 
and one on Tuesday.

Students who are work-

ing 100 percent online this 
year were also able to partici-
pate. Th ey created their bal-
loon puppets at home and 
presented them virtually us-
ing Flipgrid recordings.

Bonsack instructors in-
volved in the project were 
fi fth grade teachers Suzanne 
Witcher, Laura Muncey, and 

Christi Stanley, along with 
librarian Rose McCarthy.

“We were thrilled to be 
able to still hold one of our 
favorite fi fth  grade tradi-
tions this year, even though 
it looked a little diff erent,” 
said Witcher. “Th e students 
did a fabulous job working 
on their own!”

Town Manager from page 1

have been selected as Vinton’s next town 
manager,” Peters said. “It has been my 
pleasure to work with Town Council, staff , 
business owners, and residents during my 
fi rst fi ve years here and I look forward to 
continuing those relationships in this new 
role. Having grown up and attended high 
school in this community, I am very grate-
ful for the opportunity to help shape the 
services that we provide to our citizens and 
help direct the future development activi-
ties throughout the town.

“I have learned a great deal  working 
with Barry Th ompson over the past fi ve 
years; in particular, I enjoyed and appre-
ciated how attentive he was to the resi-
dents of Vinton and how he responded 
to their requests or concerns,” Peters 
said. “Barry also possessed a calm mas-

tery of the  town’s fi nances and  always 
provided  steady guidance during  chal-
lenging budget discussions. Barry cares a 
great deal for Vinton, and it showed in 
how he managed.  He has  been incred-
ibly supportive  of my selection as the 
next Manager and I am very thankful for 
the opportunity to have gotten to know 
Barry both personally and professionally. 
I wish him the best in his retirement, al-
though I know that he is not far away 
and  will always lend  his support when 
needed.”

Peters is an avid outdoor enthusiast 
who enjoys mountain biking, kayaking, 
camping, hunting, fi shing and hiking. 
He and wife Cameron have been mar-
ried for 20 years and have two daugh-
ters, Cadence and Falan.
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY 
YOU LIKE IT!

We hope everyone had a won-
derful and safe Th anksgiving. We 
sure did. We gathered at Angie and 
Greg’s house (our house). Th ose 
attending were Bootie and Greg 
Chewning, Mark Chewning (our 
cousin that recently moved here 
from California – we missed his 
wife Karen who was visiting her 
mom in California), Michelle and 

Brian Barklow, Drake and Abbie 
Lewis, Hannah Jones, and Vicky 
and Kent Smith. We missed those 
that could not join us and hope to 
see and hug you all soon. 

I got to join my future daugh-
ter-in-law, Hannah Jones, her 
mom Tara and sister Emilee on an 
adventure on Saturday – Hannah 
had made her appointment and 

we all went to Here & Now Bridal 
and she said yes to the dress! Wow, 
what an experience!  When you 
watch all those TV shows that the 
bride-to-be “knows” when it’s her 
dress – it’s true! We all did! Th e 
minute that curtain opened, tears 
began to fl ow!  Th ank you so 
much for letting me be a part of 
that experience with you! I hate 

others couldn’t join us, but with 
all the restrictions, guests are lim-
ited! 

I hope everyone shopped local-
ly this weekend and remembers to 
continue to do so throughout the 
holiday season and beyond. It is 
even more important to support 
our local stores and restaurants 
now.  

Angie
Chewning

Filling in for Bootie

Bank of Botetourt breaks ground for new Vinton offi  ce

Bank  of  Botetourt  broke 
ground on November 24 for its 
new offi  ce at 410 South Pollard 
Street in Vinton. 

Th e new building will be ap-
proximately 2,700 square feet 
and will include an ATM with 
deposit capabilities. Th is offi  ce 
will also house the bank’s mort-
gage company, Virginia Moun-
tain Mortgage.

During the groundbreaking 
ceremony,  Bank  of Botetourt 
President and CEO G. Lyn 
Hayth III said, “Th is offi  ce 
will be the  bank’s third new 
offi  ce in four years, something 
that is unprecedented these 
days. As the largest commu-
nity  bank  headquartered in 
the Roanoke Metropolitan 
Statistical Area, we are pleased 

to continue the expansion of 
our services during a time of 
consolidation in the region’s 
fi nancial industry. We are look-
ing forward to expanding our 
footprint to better serve the 
community, residents and busi-
nesses.

“We are excited to be here 
and to put a shovel in the dirt,” 
Hayth said.

Vinton Mayor Brad Grose 
participated in the ground-
breaking ceremony, along with 
Vice Mayor Sabrina McCarty, 
and Town Council members 
Keith Liles, Laurie Mullins, 
and Mike Stovall. Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent Justin Davison attended, 
as did Chamber Executive Di-
rector Angie Chewning.

“Th is is an exciting day here 
in Vinton,” Grose said. “Bank 
of Botetourt is big in customer 
service and community service 
– the kind of business we look 
for here in Vinton. Th is has 
been a signifi cant year in Vin-
ton – a close-knit, strong com-
munity. You have landed in the 
right community. We look for-
ward to working with you.”

Hughes Associates Archi-
tects and Engineers are provid-
ing architectural and civil engi-
neering services for this project, 
developing the building and 
site plan. G&H Contracting 
Inc. will begin site preparation 
and building in the near future. 

Bank  of  Botetourt  is 121 
years old; it was chartered in 
1899 and operates 12 retail of-

fi ces in Botetourt, Rockbridge, 
Roanoke, and Franklin coun-
ties and the City of Salem. Th e 
company  also operates a 
mortgage division, Virginia 
Mountain Mortgage, and a fi -
nancial services division, Bote-
tourt Wealth Management.

Th e bank announced in Feb-
ruary 2020 that it would be 
expanding into the Town of 
Vinton in the former High’s 
Ice Cream location, just across 
from the Vinton Municipal 
Building and adjacent to Cun-
diff  Drug Store.

 In fact, Hayth said that in 
visiting potential sites in Vin-
ton for the new branch offi  ce 
with Town Manager Pete Pe-
ters, he stepped out of the front 
door of the Municipal Build-

ing and noted the lot across 
the street. Demolition of the 
long-vacant building began on 
March 9.

Bank of Botetourt is known 
as a strong community partner, 
making charitable contribu-
tions on a regular basis to sup-
port and promote education, 
culture and the arts, social 
service agencies, philanthropic 
activities, community and eco-
nomic development, and other 
programs that impact the needs 
of the communities they serve.

Bank of Botetourt will host 
a formal ribbon-cutting cer-
emony and public grand open-
ing celebration with the Town 
of Vinton and the Vinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce upon 
its completion in 2021.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton Mayor Brad Grose (center) welcomes Bank of Botetourt to Vinton in a ground-
breaking ceremony on November 24. 

Participants in the Bank of Botetourt groundbreaking ceremony in Vinton on 
November 24 included (left to right): Mary  Ann  Miller and  Ned Honts from Bank 
of Botetourt, Mike Woolwine from Hughes Associates, Vinton Town Manager Pete 
Peters, Andy Shotwell (Bank of Botetourt), Troy Henderson from G&H Contracting, 
Marty Francis (Bank of Botetourt), Vinton Town Councilman Mike Stovall, Bank of 
Botetourt President and CEO G. Lyn Hayth III, Vinton Mayor Brad Grose, Bank of 
Botetourt Board member H. Watts Steger III, Vinton Councilwoman Laurie Mullins, 
Vinton Vice Mayor Sabrina McCarty, Vinton Councilman Keith Liles, Laurie Hart 
(Bank of Botetourt), Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce President Justin Davison, 
Chamber Executive Director Angie Chewning, Michelle Barklow from the Chamber 
Board of Directors, and Kathryn Sowers, Chamber Executive Assistant.

to private fi rst class, lance 
corporal, and corporal 
and the fi nal rank of ser-
geant. He spent much of 
his time in the military 
deployed overseas in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq and Dji-
bouti, and in Cuba.

He has a multidisci-
plinary Bachelor’s De-
gree, specializing in both 
Criminal Justice and 
Business and a Master’s 
Degree in National Se-
curity, both from Liberty 
University. 

Drumond began his 
career in law enforcement 
with the Roanoke Police 
Department in 2006. 

During his tenure 
with Vinton, Drumond 
has obtained several Law 
Enforcement specialties, 
such as fi eld training of-
fi cer, general instructor, 
and TASER instructor, 
and actively trained law 
enforcement recruits in 
both formal classroom in-
struction and offi  cer sur-
vival applications. 

He has been the re-
cipient of drug recogni-
tion awards, personal and 
unit citations, leadership 
awards, and Offi  cer of 
the Year and has attended 
several critical leadership 
and management courses, 
most notably by the Vir-
ginia Association of Chief 
of Police and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) Leadership Devel-
opment Courses. He is a 
strong advocate for com-
munity policing.

“It is a great honor and 
privilege to serve as the 
chief of police for Town 
of Vinton,” Drumond 
said. “Together, as a com-
munity, we will continue 
to fortify the relationship 
with our residents and the 
people we serve. United, 
our destiny for success 
and a safe community 
will be unshakable. I take 
great pride in having the 
privilege to serve amongst 
the men and women of 
the Vinton Police De-
partment who have an 
unwavering passion to-
wards the dedication of 
service to our wonderful 

community.”
“Fabricio came highly 

recommended from our 
previous chief, Tom Fos-
ter, and he has not dis-
appointed us,” said Vice 
Mayor Sabrina McCarty.   
“He has gained the respect 
of the police department, 
the citizens, the staff  and 
Town Council.  He has an 
amazing resume of past 
work experiences that 
truly qualify him for this 
position.   He is a perfect 
fi t for the Town of Vin-
ton.   I welcome him as 
chief of police and look 
forward to the astounding 
job that he will perform. 
It is an honor to have him 
employed with the Town 
of Vinton.”

“We are excited to be 
able to work with Chief 
Drumond as he transi-
tions into his new role as 
the town’s police chief,” 
Grose said. “I have had 
the honor to work with 
Chief Drumond in many 
diff erent capacities over 
the years, and I look for-
ward to watching him as 
he ensures that Vinton re-
mains a safe community. 
Th e chief of police is a 
crucial position and Town 
Council is pleased to have 
such a well-qualifi ed can-
didate already within the 
department ready to step 
forward into this leader-
ship role, and he has our 
full confi dence to serve in 
this capacity.”

Members of the Vin-
ton Police Department 
paid tribute to Chief 
Drumond at their annual 
awards dinner in October.

“Chief Drumond has 
distinguished himself as 
a leader and humanitar-
ian,” said Sgt. Michael 
Caldwell. “Th ose who 
have worked with him 
have undoubtedly wit-
nessed his approach to 
policing. He always treats 
those he serves with com-
passion, while still doing 
what is necessary to re-
store order. He embodies 
the quote, ‘You can be 
tough as nails and still 
be a gentleman.’ He is a 
leader, and just as impor-

tantly, he is a friend to all 
who know him.”

Caldwell shared a 
war story about Chief 
Drumond from a Ma-
rine Corps publication 
in December 2005, en-
titled “Marine uses fi rst 
aid skills, saves children.” 
Here are some excerpts:

“Improvised explosive 
devices are unbiased in 
their targets. It can kill 
and maim anyone who 
sets it off , regardless of 
nationality, religious 
preference, age, or sex. 
Cpl. Fabricio Drumond, 
an antitank assault man 
with 1st Mobile Assault 
Platoon (MAP), Weapons 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 
6th Marine Regiment, 
witnessed such disregard.

“We were escort-
ing combat engineers 
with dump trucks fi lled 
with gravel being taken 
to Battle Position Iwo 
Jima,” said Drumond. 
“After about an hour, my 
gunner heard an explo-
sion nearby.” Soon after 
the explosion, which oc-
curred in the Iraqi town 
of Sa’dah where 1st MAP 
was operating, Drumond 
got word from his superi-
ors to check it out.

“We started moving 
down and as soon as we 
took a right, an Iraqi 
woman comes out in the 
street crying,” Drumond 
said. 

Drumond stepped out 
of the vehicle and began 
to talk to the woman, us-
ing skills he learned in a 
crash course on speaking 
Arabic before deploying.

“She told me a bomb 
blew up,” he said.

Drumond was faced 
with what some might 
consider a living night-
mare. Iraqi men, fathers, 
carried out their children 
who had been injured by 
an insurgent buried IED.

“Th ey told me the kids 
had been out playing soc-
cer when it happened,” 
Drumond said.

Th e children had lac-
erations and puncture 
wounds to their lower ex-
tremities. Th e scene was a 

chaotic mess of wounded 
children and screaming 
and crying parents and 
concerned local Iraqis.

“I immediately got my 
combat lifesaver bag and 
started going through 
the larger wounds,” said 
Drumond. “Some had 
torn arteries; there was a 
lot of blood.”

Drumond, 23 years of 
age, started patching up 
the kids as fellow marines 
of his platoon arrived.

“We called in a medi-
cal evacuation helicopter 
for them. All the while, 
I kept pressure on their 
wounds to stop the bleed-
ing.”

While the MEDVAC 

helicopter made its way to 
them, Drumond and the 
Marines of 1st MAP took 
the kids to the nearest 
major road to await the 
fl ight. When the helicop-
ter arrived, the children 
were loaded up, along 
with a parent, and fl own 
to a nearby hospital for 
further treatment.

“Th e biggest thing 
that I tried to do was 
to keep them smiling; I 
can’t imagine how much 
it must have hurt,’ he 
said. “Th ey were just little 
kids, seven or eight years 
old. Th ey were innocent, 
never did anything to 
anyone. Th ey just wanted 
to play.”

Drumond credited 
his ability to effi  ciently 
use basic fi rst aid to the 
classes he received before 
deploying.

“We got a lot of fi rst 
aid classes over and over 
again and sometimes it 
got boring,” he said. “But, 
I listened to the corpsman 
teaching because I had a 
feeling I might have to 
use it. Every Marine is a 
rifl eman, and every Ma-
rine should know his fi rst 
aid.”

Drumond has been 
married for 10 years to 
Julianna Drumond and 
has two stepchildren, Da-
kota and Morgan, and 
one daughter, Athena.

Drumond from page 1
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Santa to land on 
Vinton Library roof

Have you heard the 
news? Th e Vinton Li-
brary has reopened! 
We’re so excited to wel-
come you back into the 
building and can’t wait 
to see everyone again. 
Before we get into all 
of the programs and ac-
tivities coming up this 
month, we’d like to give 
you some details about 
just how you can come 
see us at the library, and 
what to expect when 
you’re here. 

Th e Vinton Library 
is open on a reserva-
tion basis for Roanoke 
County residents, Mon-
day through Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. We 
will, however, close for 
cleaning each day from 1 
to 2 p.m. You may make 
an hour-long reservation 
by going online at roco-
library.org , or by giving 
us a call at 857-5043. 

While in the library, 
you’ll notice that things 
look a bit diff erent, 
and some services may 
be limited. Patrons can 
browse the collection, 
use computers, and seek 
staff  assistance via a bar-
rier or at a six-foot dis-
tance, in order to abide 
by social distancing 
guidelines. We’re also 
providing our print, 
copy, fax, and scan-
ning services, with the 
new addition of mobile 
printing. Our staff  will 
be happy to show you 
how all of that works. 

We are still going to 
be providing curbside 
service, with the added 
benefi t that our drive-
thru window is back 
open! If you have holds 
to pick up and don’t 
need to come inside the 
building, just ring the 
bell at the drive thru and 
we’ll help you there. 

Our meeting and 
study rooms will remain 
closed for the time be-
ing, and we aren’t cur-
rently having any pro-
grams or events inside 
the building, but we’re 
still providing a huge 
amount of programs 
and classes virtually. As 
always, visit our website 
or follow us on social 
media @rocopublib for 
all of the goings-on this 
month and in 2021. 

While we don’t have 
programs happening 
inside the library at the 
moment, we hope you’ll 

come join us for a spe-
cial event happening 
ON the library! 

On Saturday, Dec. 12 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., 
Santa will be stopping 
by on the roof of the 
Vinton Library. 

Come wave to Santa 
and pick up a curbside 
treat from one of his jol-
ly elves (while supplies 
last). Don’t forget your 
letter to Santa, and the 
elves will make sure it’s 
delivered. 

We’d like to take a 
moment and highlight 
just a few of the other 
virtual programs coming 
up this month. Please 
visit our website for the 
full December calendar, 
as there’s far too much to 
list here! 

• Th rough December 
15, we’ll be accepting 
entries into our Shoe-
box Sleigh Showdown. 
You just have to grab a 
shoebox and turn it into 
a magical sleigh for your 
toys. Go on our website 
to submit your photo 
and enter a drawing. Th e 
photos will be shared 
with the community, 
and one entrant will win 
a prize! 

• On Wednesday, 
Dec. 9 from 2-4 p.m., 
join us for a class on 
Python Functions. No, 
we’re not observing 
snakes in the wild – we 
will actually be covering 
a number of useful tools 
from this popular com-
puter programming lan-
guage. Register online 
and you’ll be emailed a 
Zoom link on the day of 
the class. 

• We hope the teens 
in the family can hop 
online for a Zoom Mys-
tery Night on Tuesday, 
Dec. 29 from 7-8:30 
p.m., and enjoy this 
fun twist on an escape 
room! Some of the clues 
to help identify the 
thief (as well as a snack 
to enjoy during the 
event) will be available 
for curbside pickup. 
Registration is required, 
and this particular pro-
gram is just for middle 
and high schoolers.

We’re so glad to have 
our doors open again, 
and we can’t wait to see 
everyone soon. Once 
again, just go online to 
rocolibrary.org or call 
us to make your reser-
vation, and come see us 
at the Vinton Library, 
where we meet you at 
your wonder!

Bryce Chalkey
Vinton Public Library

many rules and regula-
tions to follow. Some peo-
ple are just hesitant about 
a hobby they perceive as 
involving fl ammables.

Decades ago, in the 
early years of model rock-
etry, it was considered a 
more dangerous hobby 
with metallic frames and 
mixing of dangerous pro-
pellants. Today, model 

rockets are constructed 
of much safer materials 
– such as cardboard, plas-
tic, fi berglass, and balsa 
wood – and the commer-
cial motor manufacturers 
have made it possible for 
rocket modelers to buy 
motors eliminating the 
need to mix propellants 
or work with fl ammable 
materials.

Eric Lynn builds high-powered rockets as a hobby.

Rockets from page 1

 Blast off.

Campbell Memorial to host 
Christmas Goodie Bag drive-thru

Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church will be hosting a Christmas 
Candy Cane Goodie Bag drive-thru 
event on Saturday, December 12 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for the fi rst 100 cars 
that come to the church (one bag per 
car). Th is is a rain-or-shine event.

Mary Dalton, chair of the church’s 
Outreach Committee, has been busy 
preparing for the event. Th e Goodie 
Bags will include the Story of the 
Candy Cane, a metal Nativity orna-
ment, a storybook about Christmas, 
a church brochure, candy bars and 

candy canes.
Campbell Memorial is located at 

1130 Hardy Road in Vinton, next 
door to W.E. Cundiff  Elementary. 
Enter the church’s parking lot from 
the Hardy Road entrance into the 
parking lot and wear face masks.

Vinton History Museum hosting Holiday Open House
Th e community is invited to visit 

the Vinton History Museum on Sat-
urday, Dec.  5, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. for  its “Deerly Love Christmas” 
Holiday Open House. Th e museum 
is decked out for the holidays. Th ere 
will be refreshments, along with 
Christmas music played on authentic 
Victrolas.

Enjoy the reindeer decorations on 
the lawn and use the decorated per-
gola for a lovely photo opportunity 
day or night during December.

Shop the gift niche for holiday gift 
baskets and gift items such as tapestry 
throws, notecards, Christmas orna-
ments, t-shirts, and commemorative 
bricks for sale.

Th e Vinton History Museum, lo-
cated at 210 E. Jackson Avenue in 
downtown Vinton, is open Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, and the fi rst Sat-
urday of each month from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

In compliance with COVID 19 
state guidelines, masks are required 
and fi ve people at a time can tour the 
unique house museum.

For more information email 
info@vintonhistorymuseum.org or 
(540)342-8634.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Vinton History Museum invites the community to stop by for a photo 
opportunity with the deer on the lawn or in the pergola. The lights are on 
at night. 

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - lo-
cated at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tra-
ditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 
4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening 
Worship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWA-
NA 6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. 
Travis Russell. Sunday Services:  Contempo-
rary Service 8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 
a.m., Traditional Service 11:00 a.m., Wednes-
day Services:  Family Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible 
Study 6:15 p.m., Children’s Ministries 6:15 
p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 p.m. www.vinton-
baptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednes-
day Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke 
VA 24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Bap-
tized… Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with 
us! Sunday Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship 11 a.m., Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.chris-
tianchurchofchristclearbrook.org

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, 
Vinton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather 
Road), 982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 
10 AM - Worship Service, SuperChurch for 
Children; Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA 
Clubs for ages 3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The 
Cross”, 1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pas-
tor, Rev. Dr. James B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, 
Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 11:00am, 
sttimothy1201@verizon.net

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland 
Ave., SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning 
Worship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednes-
day Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm;  Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 
Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at 
Famous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with 

Rev. Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s 
Breakfast 8:00am.  Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School 
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson 
Ave. Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Wor-
ship Service 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for 
all ages 10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - 
Children - Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 
6:30 PM.

Read Acts 9:1 through 10:48

Have you ever attended a service 
where the Holy Spirit moved 
mightily in the middle of the ser-
mon? Something like that hap-
pened when Peter was sharing in 
the house of Cornelius.

While Peter was still speaking 
these words, the Holy Spirit 
came on all who heard the mes-
sage (Acts 10:44).

In obedience to an angel, Corne-
lius had sent men to fi nd Peter. 
While they were on their way, 
God was preparing Peter’s heart 
to accept their invitation. When 
Peter entered the house of Cor-
nelius, he not only met the man, 
he also found a large number of 

people gathered to hear every

thing the Lord had commanded 
him to share.

Peter reminded the people of 
what they had already heard 
about Jesus. In the midst of his 
presentation, the people were fi
lled with the Holy Spirit. Peter’s 
response was to order everyone 
to be baptized. That is the story 
of how God started the church in 
Caesarea. It began with a man 
whose prayers and gifts to the 
poor had risen to God as a me-
morial offering.

Prayer Suggestion: Lord, help 
me to see interruptions as an op-
portunity to observe You work-
ing in hearts.

Quicklook: Acts 10:44–48

Divine Intervention
Read: Ephesians 1:1 through 
3:21

Being a stranger in a new setting 
always causes a little anxiety. 
There are new faces and places. 
There are strange smells and 
sounds. There are new sights. 
The more foreign the land, the 
more intense these differences 
seem. Having a guide, someone 
who is familiar with the place 
and who can introduce us to new 
people, is very helpful.

Consequently, you are no longer 
foreigners and strangers, but fel-
low citizens with God’s people 
and also members of his house-
hold (Ephesians 2:19).

At one time, we were all strang-
ers to God’s kingdom and to 

His promises. But in Christ, 

we fi nd our way. He has “brought 
us near” when once we were “far 
off.” It is through His blood that 
He has brought us into the King-
dom. Because of Him we are no 
longer strangers and foreigners, 
but we are fellow citizens in 
God’s house.

Like a guide, Jesus is the one 
who has bought our passage and 
shown us the way. Because of 
Him, we can claim the status of 
being part of God’s household.

Prayer Suggestion: Thank God 
for bringing you into His King-
dom.

Quicklook: Ephesians 2:11–22
13

No Longer a Stranger

Vinton Breakfast Lions give Santa a helping hand
By Debbie Adams
Members of the Vin-

ton Breakfast Lions Club 
sponsored their annual 
Christmas shopping trip 
for local students in need 
at the Bonsack Walmart 
on November 19. 

Vinton Vice Mayor Sa-
brina McCarty and Coun-
cilman Mike Stovall, who 
are both Breakfast Lions, 
headed up the project. 
Th ey worked with guid-
ance counselors at Her-
man L. Horn and W.E. 
Cundiff  Elementary 
Schools to select children 
to participate.

Twenty children were 
included this year, but 
were unable to accompany 
the Lions on the shopping 
trip due to COVID-19 re-
strictions. 

About 10 Lions and vol-

unteers met at Walmart to 
purchase clothing, shoes, 
and coats for the students, 
who were also able to ob-
tain one toy. About $135 
was allocated per child.

Th e Lions will also be 
helping several older stu-
dents from William Byrd 
High School in the weeks 
before Christmas.

Members of the club 
will gather to wrap the 
gifts the fi rst weekend in 
December at the Vinton 
Moose Lodge and then de-
liver the gifts to the schools 
just before winter break 
for them to take home to 
open for Christmas.

For many years, the 
Christmas shopping trip 
was headed up by Lion 
Galen Conner and his wife 
Laura. Originally the Li-
ons did their shopping at 

the G.C. Murphy store in 
downtown Vinton which 
is no longer in business.

Lions Club Internation-
al was founded in 1917 
and is most recognized for 
championing the blind 
and visually impaired.  
Th e club contributes to 
eye research and conserva-
tion. Th ey fund eye exams, 
eye surgery, and eyeglasses 
for disadvantaged children 
and adults.

Th e local Vinton Break-
fast Lions Club was char-
tered in 1985. Chris Mc-
Carty currently serves 
as president. While the 
members collect and sort 
used eyeglasses for distri-
bution, they also sponsor 
many other service proj-
ects throughout the year 
that help the Vinton com-
munity. 

PHOTO  COURTESY OF  VINTON BREAKFAST LIONS CLUB
The Vinton Breakfast Lions Club continued their annual tradition of supplying 
Christmas gifts of clothing and toys for children in the Vinton area. Ten Lions and 
volunteers shopped at the Bonsack Walmart on November 19. Chris McCarty (left) 
is the current president of the Vinton Breakfast Lions. He is shown with Jeff Mason 
(center) and Mike Stovall, who chairs the shopping trip project with Sabrina McCarty.

School Board Chairman Wray recovering from COVID-19 
Roanoke County School 

Board Chairman Mike 
Wray is recovering from 
COVID-19 following an 
eight-day hospitalization 
that began on November 
22.  Wray says he contracted 
COVID-19 in a commu-
nity setting and not at a 
school or from any students 
or staff . 

“At one point this was 
a very serious situation,” 
said Wray. “My oxygen 
levels dropped signifi cant-
ly, and the medical staff  
had to take action. While 
my condition never be-
came life-threatening, I 
was in bad shape for a few 
days.  I’m incredibly grate-
ful to Dr. Price and the 
staff  at Carilion Roanoke 
Memorial Hospital for 
their care and helping me 
overcome this virus.” 

Wray says he’s sharing 
his story because he wants 
others to take this pan-
demic seriously.  “I now 
have fi rst-hand experience 
with the coronavirus, and 
I can tell you it’s nothing 
to take lightly. We have got 
to have the entire commu-

nity come together to beat 
this virus.   We all must 
be serious and vigilant 
about wearing masks, be-
ing physically distanced, 
and washing hands.   Our 
schools are doing a great 
job of this.  It’s time ev-
eryone in our community 
does the same thing. Trust 
me, you do not want this,” 
Wray said.

Roanoke County Pub-
lic Schools continues to 
encourage parents, stu-
dents and staff  to main-
tain at least six-foot physi-
cal distancing.   All staff  
and students are required 
to wear masks in keeping 
with the governor’s updat-
ed mask mandate.   Addi-
tionally, students and staff  
are encouraged to wash 
hands frequently and use 
hand sanitizers that are 
placed throughout school 
facilities.

Th e district has imple-
mented a comprehensive 
cleaning and disinfecting 
program with multiple 
levels of cleaning with 
an anti-viral solution 
throughout the day and 
weekly deep cleaning us-

ing electrostatic sprayers. 
Th e district also asks 

parents to review the dai-
ly health checklist with 
their children each morn-
ing (www.rcps.us/covid-
checklist), and strongly 
recommends parents keep 
children home if they are 
sick, displaying any COV-
ID-19 symptoms, or have 
been exposed to someone 
with COVID-19.

School Board member 
Don Butzer shared the 
news from Wray during 
a School Board work ses-
sion on December 1.

Dr. Rhonda Stegall, 
director of administra-
tion for RCPS, updated 
board members on the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 
the school system. She 
explained that there is no 
signifi cant transmission 
of the coronavirus within 
the schools. No Roanoke 
County schools have re-
corded outbreaks. Local 
health authorities are an-
ticipating an impact from 
the Th anksgiving holi-
days, however.

RCPS has recorded 248 
positive cases among stu-

dents and staff  as of No-
vember 30. According to 
the data Stegall presented, 
there are 68 staff  members 
and 317 students under 
quarantine. 

In the William Byrd 
area, with a total of 3,769 
students and staff , 51 have 
tested positive as of No-
vember 30, a percentage 
of 1.4 percent (positive 
cases relative to total stu-
dents and staff ). Th e Cave 
Spring area has seen the 
highest number of cases 
at 65 (students and staff  
combined), followed by 
Northside (63), the Byrd 
area, Glenvar (22), and 
Hidden Valley (17).

Th e student cases have 
come from community 
activity, Stegall said. She 
emphasized the need to 
“tighten up, follow proto-
cols, and consistently re-
inforce” mitigation strate-
gies. She also encouraged 
parents to be prepared 
with back-up plans in 
case the COVID situation 
worsens. 

Stegall noted that while 
Operation Warp Speed 
has resulted in the devel-

opment of a vaccine for 
COVID-19, school age 
children are not likely 
going to be high on the 
priority list to receive the 
vaccines. School Board 
members expressed their 
consternation that teach-
ers are not, as of yet, on 
the top of the list to re-
ceive vaccinations either. 
Tim Greenway, Vinton’s 
representative on the 
board, said that “teachers 
should be put up front on 
the list to receive the vac-
cine.”

Dr. Cynthia Morrow, 
director for the  Virgin-
ia Department of Health’s 
Roanoke City and Allegh-
any Health District, talked 
with School Board mem-
bers over speaker phone. 
She commented that 
students being in school 
seems to be “protective” 
at this point but expressed 
her reservations about 
proceeding with re-insti-
tuting sports programs at 
this time, in an eff ort to 
minimize intermingling. 
Mitigation strategies are 
diffi  cult to reinforce in 

sports settings.
Th e School Board and 

school administration 
continue to discuss add-
ing more students back 
for full-time or increased 
in-person instruction. 
Th e talk centers around 
fourth graders at this time, 
but School Superinten-
dent Dr. Ken Nicely em-
phasized that this won’t 
happen before the end 
of January at the earliest. 
Considerations include 
space, staffi  ng, and bus ca-
pacity. He praised school 
nurses in Roanoke Coun-
ty for the “stellar job” they 
are doing in dealing with 
students, families, and 
contact tracing. 
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A GREAT 
DEAL IN 

THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

ADVERTISE!

Yard Sales - Salem

Chris Gladden 
Estate Sale 

Auctions

Affordable Mini 
Storage, LLC 

Autos - Cars

Mercedes Benz 

Cemetery Plots & 
Monuments

Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Furniture

Furniture  

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Deputy Clerk 
Botetourt County 

Circuit Court 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Help Wanted - 
Medical

Rheumatologist,  

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Hospice & Home 
Health RN Nurse 

Openings 
New River Valley 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ014065-08-00  

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ014065-09-00  

OF 79 MT. MORIAH 
ROAD, EAGLE 

ROCK, VA 24085.  

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC HEARING 

Haren Construction 
Company, Inc. 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CA 20-12  

VIRGINIA:  
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF CRAIG 
COUNTY  

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ004494-01-00 
& JJ004494-02-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ004492-01-00 
& JJ004492-02-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ004494-01-00 
& JJ004494-02-00 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498

To place a 
classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 
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ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in your business 
and want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
C: 540-293-4271
O: 540-772-2268

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

TALK TO WALT

RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a 

successful retirement. We can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BUSINESS  SERVICES  DIRECTORY

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

timate only. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

AN ORGANIZED HOME       
IS A HAPPY HOME

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves.

EXP 12/31/20.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 
ASSESSMENT TODAY!
844-947-1479

Off er valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

STATEWIDE  
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   
Advertise your upcom-
ing auctions statewide 
and in other states.   Af-
fordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK "mailto:landonc@
vpa.net" landonc@vpa.
net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 

7-year extended warran-
ty ($695 value!) Sched-
ule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 
1-877-636-0738   Special 
fi nancing for qualifi ed 
customers.

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners.  Call 
Landon Clark at Virgin-

ia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
"mai lto : landonc@vpa .
net" landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:   Adver-
tise your listings region-
ally or statewide. Aff ord-
able Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results! 
Call Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services  804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 

"mai lto : landonc@vpa .
net" landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twen-
ty-one days. Hilton Ol-
iver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK "https://

hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com" https://hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com.

WANTED TO BUY

FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114.Convenient. Certi-
fi ed Professionals. Call 
312-313-9671 or visit Re-
frigerantFinders.com

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS
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Sports
Send story ideas & announcements to bhoffman@ourvalley.org, or PO Box 1125, Salem, Va, 24153 • ourvalley.org

Ready or not, high school basketball practices 
for both boys and girls are scheduled to begin 
next Monday, December 7. It’s fitting that “Pearl 
Harbor Day” will mark the occasion, because most 
folks think there will be surprises to deal with due 
to the pandemic.

As of now the teams will be practicing under 
“Phase 2” guidelines. Each player must have their 
own basketball and there’s no sharing or team play. 

“We are planning to have tryouts beginning 
Monday as of right now,” said Byrd boys coach 
Josh Cunningham. “To be honest, we are extremely 
limited in what we will be able to do. I’m still 
deciding on exactly what tryouts should look like. 
Every player has to have their own ball, no live 
competition, no one within six feet, no passing, etc. 
It makes it difficult. With that said, we want to do 
whatever we can for our guys, even if that looks 
like just continuing workouts similar to what we’ve 
been doing for the past couple of months.”

Girls’ coach Brad Greenway has been holding 
open gyms for those hopeful of making the team 
since October, when the guidelines weren’t as 
strict.

“I use that term lightly because they are anything 
but ‘open’,” said Greenway. “We were allowed to 
share a basketball, do some team activities, but 
never actually compete against each other.  There 
was never any offense versus defense but we could 
at least work some 5-0 and that type of thing.” 

When practice starts Monday Byrd will have to 
abide by Roanoke County rules.

“The governor and the VHSL have since opened 
everything up full go for December 7, but at the 

same time the Virginia Department of Health is say-
ing it’s not safe for kids to play sports so Roanoke 
County has decided to go back to Phase 2 guide-
lines,” said Greenway. “For basketball specifically, 
there is no longer any sharing of the basketball and 
we must remain 10 feet apart, wear a mask, etc.”

Coaches must choose a team under these circum-
stances, and Greenway finds that impossible to do. 

“There’s no way to hold a fair tryout under these 

conditions, nor is there any way for us to play under 
the metrics that the VDH has set to determine it is 
safe,” he said. “So, the bottom line is we will con-
tinue our open gyms under these restrictions until 
it’s deemed safe to play or until they cancel the 
season officially.” 

Practices for high school wrestling, swimming, 
sideline cheering and indoor track are scheduled to 
begin on December 14.

Today is day 264 AG, or eight and a half months 
“After Gobert” came down with the virus and the 
Utah Jazz walked off the court. Since then sports 
events have become a week to week adventure with 
few or no fans in the seats and many things being 
called off.

It’s been better lately, at least for fans, with some 
decent stuff to watch on TV. Remember how it was 
back in mid-summer, when Korean baseball was 
a highlight of the week and most of the sports we 
watched were replays of games from years gone by? 
Well, last weekend’s fight between Mike Tyson and 
Roy Jones, Jr. was something that would have been a 
big event in June, but not now.

Tyson, 54, and Jones, 51 fought to a draw over 
eight two-minute rounds in Los Angeles Saturday 
night. I discovered this “event” was going to happen 
last Friday and thought it might be interesting to tune 
in. So, I checked to see what channel it would be on 
and found it to be on “FITE TV” and “Triller.” 

I get hundreds and hundreds of channels on my 
TV but I never even heard of those two. I get a 
dozen or so Spanish speaking channels and inter-
national soccer games and the golf channel. I watch 
old Jack Benny and Groucho Marx shows on the 
Jewish station and every gangster or Nazi known to 
exist is on some channel or another late at night. But 
the “Triller” channel? Is that 24 hours of Michael 
Jackson dancing or what?

I found the easiest way to get the fight was on pay 
per view, and you could buy it for “only” $49.99. If 
you think 50 bucks is a little steep to see two guys 
box whose combined ages are 105, join the club. I 
wonder if anyone actually signed up for that? Not 
me. 

As most of you realize, Tyson is one bizarre 
character. Anyone who gets tattoos on their face is 
either a couple bricks shy of a load or planning to 
be in prison for a good number of years. From what 
I understand if you’re in prison and you look really 
crazy they’ll leave you alone. Never been there so I 
can’t say for sure.

Tyson was at one time the heavyweight champ 
and a feared opponent, but that was many years ago. 
His explanation for his return to the ring is as strange 
as the man himself. He claims “Toad Venom” made 
him do it.

“I took the medicine, and the medicine told me to 
get into shape,” he said, via USA Today. “It really 
blew my mind. It told me to come back and start get-
ting in shape.”

Now I went to college in the’70s and I did some 
things I’d just as soon not reveal in my column, but 
“Toad Venom” was never an option in my social life. 
I never heard of it, or knew toads had venom to begin 
with. After some research I found the following on 
the internet.

“The Addiction Center released a report in October 
2019 calling toad venom a ‘trendy new psychedelic’ 
and comparing it to mescaline. The drug comes from 
a toad native to the Sonoran Desert that produces 
venom known as 5-MeO-DMT. It’s reportedly about 
six times more powerful than the hallucinogenic 
DMT, or n n-dimethyltryptamine.”

If you can understand that you did better in chem-
istry than I did, and that’s not a misprint, the two n’s 
are like that. Sounds to me like it’s something you 
might take before a Pink Floyd concert. I would think 
its likely illegal, but so strange there might not be a 
law to cover it. Can you see a security guard stopping 
you at the door and asking, “hey buddy, what’s that 
croaking under your sweatshirt?”

The internet study I found went on to report. . . . 
.“It’s such an intense experience that, in most cases, 
doing it at a party isn’t safe. It’s not a recreational 
drug. If people get dosed too high, they can ‘white 
out’ and disassociate from their mind and body,” 
Alan K. Davis, a clinical psychologist and assistant 
professor at Johns Hopkins University’s psychedelic 
research unit, said in the report.

I knew some folks who would pay good money 
to feel like that, borrowing a line from Christopher 
Lloyd’s “Reverend Jim” character in the classic TV 
sitcom “Taxi.” Most of them never graduated but 
they were a lot of fun to be around until they flunked 
out.

I wonder if they checked the fighters for toad 
venom prior to Saturday night’s “big bout?” From 
what I read Tyson won the early rounds before Jones 
came on in the last few to earn the draw. Tyson hasn’t 
ruled out fighting again, but only exhibitions and not 
as a professional. I guess it depends on how many 
toads they can find in the desert.

Also on the card was a bout between someone 
named Jake Paul and former NBA basketball player 
Nate Robinson, who was known for his thrilling 
dunks despite being one of the shortest players in the 
league. Paul knocked Robinson out with a “brutal 
right hook” in the second round, leaving the former 

baller unconscious. I guess playing for the Knicks 
doesn’t seem so bad after that.

And that’s the way things are in 2020. Maybe 
instead of stimulus checks they ought to send every-
one a little toad venom to help get us through the 
year.

Croak, croak!!!

HOKIES LOOKED GOOD AGAINST VILLANOVA
Only in 2020 could a Virginia Tech team beat 

third ranked Villanova in basketball and a day later 
Richmond beats Kentucky while Virginia, who’s sup-
posed to win, loses to San Francisco!

Did you watch the Hokies on Saturday night? 
They were expecting to play Temple at the Mohegan 
Sun casino and resort in Connecticut and you know 
most of the money was on the Wildcats. The major-
ity of Tech’s players are newcomers in the era of the 
“transfer portal,” and with the virus raging I can’t see 
where there was much chance to develop teamwork 
this early in the season.

However, the Hokies took it to the Wildcats for 
an impressive 81-73 overtime win that had a bizarre 
finish to regulation play. Tech’s Keve Aluma put the 
Hokies up by a point with 1.3 seconds on the clock 
and was fouled in the process. Aluma went to the line 
and the folks on the broadcast suggested he miss the 
free throw, giving Villanova 1.3 seconds to snatch the 
rebound and score at the other end, a near impossible 
scenario.

Aluma was told to miss the free throw, but it 
banked in anyway for a two point lead. Then, 
Villanova ran the baseline on the ensuing throw in 
and drew a foul on Tech’s Justyn Mutts, who was 
guarding the inbounds pass. The Wildcats made two 
free throws at the other end to tie the game and send 
it into overtime.

At that point, I expected third-ranked Villanova 
would be so glad to be in overtime they would turn 
it up a notch and escape with a win. But not so, the 
Hokies dominated the OT and came out with a huge 
win.

When Aluma went to the line I was thinking how I 
might miss a free throw on purpose in that situation. 
Instead of shooting it straight and trying to make 
it long or short, I figured the best way would be to 
move right from my normal spot and shoot it as usual, 
trying to hit the side of the rim. I’m going to have 
to practice that on my court at home to see how that 
would work.

Whatever, it was a great win for Tech and you have 
to give coach Mike Young lots of credit for having 
this good a team in just his second year as coach.

What was the name of that last coach that left for 
Texas A&M? I can’t remember, but Mike Young 
certainly has the Tech fans buzzing.

The Virginia High School League (VHSL) has clarified 
the difference between spectators and participants in regard 
to Virginia Governor Northam’s new statewide measure to 
contain COVID-19. Specifically the VHSL has addressed the 
reduction from 250 to 25 spectators for in-person gatherings 
at VHSL sports and activities.

The reduction in public and private gatherings to 25 
individuals applies to “spectators” and does not include 
participants at those events. The Governor’s order defines 
“participants” as players, coaches, officials, school event 
staff and school administration critical to the operations of 
the contests, media, law enforcement, and medical services.  
Cheerleaders, pep bands, etc., and other student support 
groups, are counted as spectators in the limit of 25 allowed 
at events. 

According to Amended Executive Order 67 guidelines for 
recreational sports, which emphasizes that sports activities 
are permitted but must comply with the following require-
ments:

The total number of spectators cannot exceed the lesser of 
30% of the occupancy load of the certificate of occupancy 
for the venue, if applicable, or 25 spectators per field. Races 
or marathons may have up to 250 participants, provided stag-
gered starts separate runners into groups of 25 or less.

VHSL clarifi cation

Chicken eaters prevail
Three former William Byrd standouts were on the “Eat More Chicken” co-ed slow pitch softball team 
that won the “Toys For Tots” tournament championship in Burlington, NC the weekend of November 21. 
Kneeling, third from left, is former Byrd softball player Danielle Powell and on the far right is baseball 
player Troy Beckner. In the back row, third from left, is Terrier grad Bryce Boothe. PHOTO BY BILLY POWELL

Byrd athletes have been staying in shape by doing things like running the stadium steps during the pandemic.
PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Basketball practice opens Monday under COVID restrictions

Brian
Hoff man

Do as your toad




