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Th e DAR Good Citizen program is 
intended to encourage and reward the 
qualities of good citizenship. It is open to 
all senior class students. Th e award recog-
nizes individuals who possess qualities of 
dependability, service, leadership, and pa-
triotism to an outstanding degree in their 
homes, schools, and communities.

Each year the DAR Good Citizen is 
nominated by the faculty and then the se-
nior class votes on the top three students. 
Only one student is chosen for this presti-
gious honor.

“Erin is a model student and person,” 
said William Byrd Principal Tammy New-
comb. “She leads by example.” 

Once a student is chosen as the DAR 
Good Citizen, he or she is then invited to 
participate in the scholarship portion of 
the program and write a timed essay (no 
longer than 550 words) on a topic involv-
ing “Our American Heritage and Our Re-
sponsibility for Preserving It.”

Students are given an hour to write their 
essay answering a question they receive 
sight unseen. Th ose who win at the district 
level may advance to state competition, as 
is the case with Taylor.

Taylor is the daughter of Kari and David 
Taylor of Vinton. During her high school 
years at WBHS, she has been involved with 
many school and extracurricular activities. 

She co-founded the Red Cross Club and 
has also been a member of the Prevention 
Club in grades 9-12 and an offi  cer in the 
Student Council Association as a senior.

She has served as a mentor for Team 
Terrier working with elementary school 
students for the past two years. She has 
been a member of the Student Service As-
sociation, the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes, the Leo Club, the Math Pound, the 
Latin Club, DECA (as a state competitor 
as a freshman), the Chick-fi l-A Leadership 
Academy, the Homecoming Court (as a ju-
nior), and Habitat for Humanity.

She was on the volleyball team (JV cap-
tain and varsity in grades 9 and 10), has 
participated in cross country (grades 11 
and 12) and on the Academic Team (cap-
tain; grades 10-12). 

Taylor is a Beta Club member, a valedic-
torian, and was a Junior Marshal.

In the DAR Good Citizen scholarship 
application process, Taylor was asked to 
describe how her eff orts to serve the com-
munity have been eff ective or made a dif-
ference:

“Th roughout my high school career, I 
have dedicated many hours to serving my 
community,” said Taylor. “Th e summer be-
fore my junior year, I worked with my local 
Red Cross Chapter to establish a club at 
my school. Over the past two years, I have 

served as vice president, president, and have 
coordinated events that benefi ted my com-
munity both locally and nationwide. Our 
most notable event was the annual blood 
drive, where both students and faculty 
came together to make a huge diff erence. 
We had an impressive turnout and many 
of my fellow classmates received letters tell-
ing them that their blood had helped save 
someone and listed the state where it had 
been shipped so that they could see the di-
rect impact their donation made.

“Outside of school, I volunteered at 
Carilion Clinic in the Emergency Depart-
ment. I served patients by providing them 
with directions to navigate the hospital, es-
corted them to their room when ready to 
be evaluated, and provided warm blankets 
and drinks to those waiting.

“Th ough I was tasked with what seemed 
like less than signifi cant jobs in compari-
son to all of the professionals around me, 
I learned that something as simple as a 
heated blanket and a smile could make all 
the diff erence in the day of someone who 
is clearly at a low point. I loved the patient 
interaction and being able to bring com-
fort to those around me.”

Taylor was also asked to express her fu-
ture plans, education and career goals, and 

Cardinal Glass celebrates 
expansion in Vinton 
Business Center

Cardinal Glass Industries, 
located in the Vinton Business 
Center off  of Hardy Road, cel-
ebrated the completion of its 
$8 million, 26,000-square-foot 
expansion project with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony on January 7. 

Vinton Mayor Brad Grose 
and Jason Peters, who represents 
the Vinton Magisterial District 

on the Roanoke County Board 
of Supervisors, joined Plant 
Manager Todd Matthias for the 
ribbon-cutting event. Matthias 
and Human Resources Director 
Carrie Cundiff  led guests on a 
tour of the facility after the cer-
emony.

Cardinal Glass – which ini-
tially opened in Vinton in 2004 
with the creation of the Vinton 

Taylor named DAR Good Citizen of the Year

Hemp Mill celebrates over 
two years in Vinton, Part 1

The Hemp Mill moved to 
Vinton in the fall of 2018. 
In December 2020, the busi-
ness, located at 301 Pollard 
Street, made the move official 
with a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony hosted by the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Commerce. 
The shop gets its name from 
its products, almost all of 

which are made from or in-
clude some form of hemp.

Owner Debbie Custer sells 
“good for you” products such 
as hemp relief cremes and lo-
tions, hemp seed oil, hemp 
hearts, hemp-infused cof-
fee; honey and honey sticks, 
bath towels, washcloths, hats, 
scarves, and bracelets made 
from hemp; hemp protein, 
organic hemp fabric face 
masks, lollipops, jam, soap, 

“hanitizer,” and PetCalm for 
pets with inflammation and/
or anxiety. Her business gets 
startled looks from passers-by 
seasonally when hemp plants 
are growing in the front win-
dow.

She grows the hemp plants 
on-site in the shop and at her 
home in Botetourt and then 
processes them for use in her 

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Hemp Mill on Pollard Street in Vinton held its official ribbon-cutting ceremony with the Vinton 
Area Chamber of Commerce on December 10, 2020. Shown left to right are Town Manager Pete 
Peters, Barry Custer, Hemp Mill owner Debbie Custer, employees Bonnie Cranmer and Kelly Willis, 
Chamber Executive Director Angie Chewning, customer Roger Carroll, and Chamber Executive 
Assistant Kathryn Sowers.

See Hemp Mill, page 6

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Cardinal Glass celebrated its $8 million, 26,000-square-foot 
expansion in the Vinton Business Center with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony on January 7. Shown left to right are Vinton Mayor 
Brad Grose, Cardinal Glass Plant Manager Todd Matthias, 
and Vinton’s representative to the Roanoke County Board of 
Supervisors Jason Peters.

William Byrd High School senior Erin 
Taylor has been chosen as the DAR Good 
Citizen of the Year for 2021 by the Roa-
noke Valley Chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (RVCDAR). Th e 
DAR plans to recognize her at its March 
meeting.

Erin Taylor

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

‘How do the combined eff orts of so many good 
citizens keep our nation moving forward?’

William Byrd High School se-
nior Erin Taylor has been selected 
as the 2021 DAR Good Citizen. 
Here is her winning essay on “Our 
American Heritage and Our Re-
sponsibility for Preserving It: How 
do the combined eff orts of so many 
good citizens keep our nation 
moving forward?” which has ad-
vanced to state competition.

America is widely known as 
the land of opportunity; a place 
where people go to chase their 
dreams. Often represented by 
the Statue of Liberty, America 
is a country founded on the ba-
sis of freedom. It is our job as 
United States citizens to recog-
nize what our great home stands 
for and to take necessary steps 
to preserve its heritage. Citizens 
who come together through vot-

ing, run for elected offi  ces, and 
choose to respect others, keep 
our nation moving forward and, 
in a direction true to its beliefs.

At this point in our coun-
try’s history, there is a clear di-
vide that goes against America’s 
founding principles of unity. 
For America to reunite, changes 
in our justice system and overall 
society have been called for na-
tionwide. A good citizen would 
see the recent election as an op-
portunity to use their power and 
vote for the candidate they feel 
will lead America in a way that 
upholds its original values. Th is 
election had one of the largest 
turnouts in voter history, which 
shows citizens longing to protect 
democracy. Just one simple civic 
duty can make all the change in 

the path our country takes, as 
the leadership of our country 
lies in the hands of the many 
good citizens who chose to vote.

Another way good citizens 
of America keep our country 
moving forward is by running 
for elected offi  cial positions. 
Citizens who take the chance to 
step up and speak out instead 
of sitting back and complaining 
keep our country moving in a 
positive direction. For example, 
my friend’s mom decided to run 
for Town Council after seeing a 
need. My friend and I were able 
to go door to door with her, 
campaigning and getting signa-
tures for her to run. Citizens like 
Council member Laurie Mull-
ins, who choose to be a voice for 
their community, are making a 

diff erence and keep our nation 
moving forward by taking on 
leadership roles, even if it is at a 
local level.

Th e United States is facing in-
ner turmoil, both politically and 
socially, causing us to lose the 
“united” factor that shone true 
as we came together to depart 
from Great Britain. Leading this 
division is the fact that people 
are so quick to attack others for 
their views and have created a 
“cancel culture” rooted in de-
molishing a person’s reputation 
or career for having a diff erent 
opinion. We are lucky enough 
to live in a country where the 
First Amendment grants us free-
dom of speech, yet these acts of 
public defamation create a fear 
around expressing beliefs and, 

at the same time, abuse the free-
dom itself. Good citizens are 
those who agree to disagree and 
respect the opinions presented 
by others. Th eir eff orts to rep-
resent the American values of 
class and respect allow America 
to move in a positive direction.

American citizens who use 
the combined actions of voting, 
running for offi  ce, or simply 
respecting others to lessen the 
divide are what keep our na-
tion moving forward. Th ey take 
direct responsibility in protect-
ing the core morals of America 
and in preserving our country. 
Th eir actions, though seemingly 
small, keep America running 
from behind the scenes and help 
outweigh the negative eff ects of 
others.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

See Cardinal Glass, page 5

See Good Citizen, page 2

Limit One Per Customer
Expiration Date: JANUARY 31, 2021

Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota

V E S T E D
R T N E R SP A R

www.vestedmfo.com
540.389.6060
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Recurring TV show
 7. Throws out
13. Iberian Peninsula 
microstate
14. Gossip
16. Atomic #20
17. Ivy League institution
19. Of I
20. “He Is __!”: Scripture 
excerpt
22. Musical genre
23. Heavy cavalry sword
25. Ancient Olympic Site
26. Satisfi es
28. Popular fl ower
29. Shared services center
30. Drain
31. A way to attack
33. Urban Transit Authority
34. Spiritual leader
36. Postponed
38. N. American plant with 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

edible purple-black berries
40. Gazes unpleasantly
41. Gets up
43. Capital of Ukraine
44. Returned material authoriza-
tion (abbr.)
45. Golf score
47. Superhigh frequency
48. Swiss river
51. Felons
53. Succulent plants
55. Soluble ribonucleic acid
56. Deliberately setting fi re to
58. Infamous singer Zadora
59. Anwar __, Egyptian statesman
60. Infl uential sports mag
61. Aromatic Mediterranean plant
64. Sixth note of a major scale
65. Unit of explosive power
67. Large watertight chamber
69. Popular street
70. A way of watering

CLUES DOWN
 1. Mollusks
 2. -__, denotes past
 3. Anchor ropes
 4. Large Middle Eastern country
 5. To make a mistake
 6. Ancient governor
 7. Extents
 8. Chinese surname
 9. NYC subway “residents”
10. Essential oil used as perfume
11. A way to treat injuries (abbr.)
12. Session
13. Units of land areas
15. Goes over once more
18. Where wrestlers work
21. Italian islanders
24. Avenue
26. __ Adams, U.S. President
27. Rest with legs bent
30. Type of fl our
32. The Golden State (abbr.)
35. More (Spanish)

37. Stinging, winged insect
38. The use of irony to mock
39. Arsenals
42. Pouch
43. 22nd letter of the Greek 
alphabet
46. Violent seizure of property
47. Restrict
49. Something comparable to 
another
50. Punishment device made 
from stems
52. Soul and calypso songs
54. Formerly OSS
55. Athabaskan language
57. __ bene: observe carefully
59. Six (Spanish)
62. Read-only memory
63. Chinese philosophical 
principle
66. American conglomerate
68. Tin

Gauntlet Business Program 
and Competition 2021 
gets underway on Feb. 9

Th e seventh annual Gauntlet 
Business Program and Competi-
tion gets underway for 2021 on 
February 9. Th e Gauntlet is spon-
sored by Th e Advancement Foun-
dation (TAF) in Vinton. 

Gauntlet organizers held their 
second “Virtual Meet and Greet” 
to “gear up for Gauntlet 2021” 
and introduce the program to 
potential participants on January 
12—to “give them a fl avor of the 
Gauntlet.”

TAF founder and President 
Annette Patterson provided a brief 
overview of what the Gauntlet 
experience off ers, followed by a 
Speed Networking session so par-
ticipants could immediately begin 
getting to know each another. 

She introduced Shannon 
Dominguez, the Director of Busi-
ness Development for TAF, who 
will be facilitating the Gauntlet 
program this session.

According to Patterson, “Th e 
Gauntlet is a comprehensive busi-
ness development program which 
successfully leverages community 
resources to provide entrepreneurs 
support, connection, and solid 
business planning strategies.” Th e 
Gauntlet is Virginia’s largest busi-
ness program and competition, 
growing from 15 participants in 
its fi rst year to 170 in 2020.

Th e Gauntlet and TAF provide 
opportunities for both innova-
tive entrepreneurs looking to start 
small businesses or for existing 
businesses looking to rebuild or 
expand. One of its main features 
and attractions is the “incredible 
networking” capabilities of 525 
alumni, 250 mentors and indus-
try experts, and over 35 resource 
agencies partnering to form a 
community.

Since its inception, the Gaunt-
let has awarded $1.1 million in 
cash and in-kind prizes and as-
sisted small businesses in obtain-

ing over $960,000 in grants and 
loans. Twenty-nine cities, coun-
ties, and communities have been 
served by the program.

“Small businesses truly are the 
backbone of our economy,’ Pat-
terson has said. “During the past 
year, we have seen record high un-
employment rates and an alarm-
ing number of businesses closing. 
Together, we can turn this around 
by leveraging our community as-
sets, shortening the learning curve 
for business owners, connecting 
entrepreneurs to knowledgeable 
business strategists, and providing 
needed resources to implement 
innovative strategies for growth. 
Th e Gauntlet is the platform by 
which we can bring all the pieces 
of the puzzle together quickly, 
while building a strong entrepre-
neurial ecosystem.  Th is program 
and competition are more impor-
tant now than ever.”

Gauntlet entrepreneurs partici-
pate in weekly business training 
sessions, meet and network with 
successful entrepreneurs, fellow 
Gauntlet participants and men-
tors, and develop strategies that 
provide a roadmap to success, and 
helping them to “advance your 
dreams.”

Patterson described the Gaunt-
let community as “a culture, like 
a tribe,” working together to help 
participants do “something big-
ger than yourselves, to change 
the world, change yourselves, and 
change your families.”

Training topics include ac-
counting, business management, 
fi nancing a business, insurance, 
human resources, organizational 
skills, research, time management, 
budget development, customer 
acquisition, budget and cash fl ow, 
legal structure, manufacturing, 
patent assistance, E-commerce, 
web development, business loca-
tion selection, general business 
knowledge, licensing, marketing, 
product and/or service develop-
ment, technology, and business 

plan development.
Last spring, the program 

launched 70 businesses despite the 
pandemic which caused a pivot 
from in-person to virtual classes 
in March. 

Th e ever-growing Gauntlet has 
expanded its scope again this year 
to include participants not only 
in Vinton, Roanoke City, Roa-
noke County, Botetourt County, 
Salem, the Alleghany Highlands, 
and Rockbridge County, but 
the Bedford County area as well. 
Th at includes Bedford County, 
the Town of Bedford, Big Island, 
Chamblissburg, Coleman Falls, 
Forest, Goode, Goodview, Hardy, 
Huddleston, Moneta, Montvale, 
New London, and Th axton.

Gauntlet 2021 will be held vir-
tually. Organizers hope to provide 
opportunities for small in-person 
networking events as the session 
progresses. 

Classes begin on February 9 
and extend on Tuesdays through 
April 21 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Th e application and more 
information on the Gauntlet 
program are available online at 
https://www.theadvancement-
foundation.org/. 

Th e cost to apply is $25. Th e 
class fee is $249. Th e application 
cut-off  date is January 31. Th e 
added cost to participate in the 
culminating Gauntlet competi-
tion for $300,000 in cash and in-
prizes is $100.

If you have a business partner, 
the fee for them is $99 to join 
with you for classes.

Th e Advancement Foundation 
(TAF), a nonprofi t founded in 
2007, works in concert with eco-
nomic and community develop-
ment organizations to execute key 
strategies that provide infrastruc-
ture, support, and resources to 
create an eff ective entrepreneurial 
ecosystem. 

As a trusted community part-
ner with economic development 
offi  ces, Chambers of Commerce, 

Main Street organizations, Vir-
ginia Tourism, DHCD, Small 
Business Development Centers, 
SBA, USDA, libraries and others, 
TAF is able to implement projects 
effi  ciently and eff ectively. 

State Farm is the main spon-
sor of the Gauntlet Business 
Program and Competition for 
the fourth year.

Several well-known local 
Vinton businesses have been 
Gauntlet participants includ-
ing Twin Creeks Brewing Com-
pany, Dreyer Coaching, Farm-
burguesa, Earthworks Pottery, 
New Moon Creative Media, 
Discount Computer Services, 
Nite Owl Artz, and Ridgeline 
Aquatics.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

The 2021 Gauntlet Business Program and Competition gets 
underway on February 9, with virtual classes this session. The 
chart shows a stellar history of results of the largest business and 
competition program in Virginia.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  THE ADVANCEMENT FOUNDATION
The Gauntlet Business Program has grown to serve over 29 cities 
and counties since its beginning.

Vinton Municipal Building 
closed to the general public

Th e Vinton Municipal Building is 
closed to walk-in customers until fur-
ther notice in an abundance of caution 
to limit the spread of COVID-19. Th e 
closure began January 12.

Th e Vinton Public Works Offi  ce and 
the Vinton War Memorial also remain 
closed to walk-in customers.

Customers are encouraged to con-
duct business by phone, email or online. 
Th e drive-thru window will be available 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday for fi nancial transactions. 

In-person appointments can also be 
made by contacting the appropriate de-

partment.

Police (non-emergency): 983-0617
Treasurer’s Offi  ce: 983-0608
Planning & Zoning: 983-0605
Human Resources: 983-0604
Town Manager & Clerk: 983-0607
Public Works: 983-0646
Vinton War Memorial / Community 

Programs: 983-0645

For more information, call 983-0601 
or visit www.vintonva.gov for a full list 
of department contacts and links to 
conduct business on-line.

aspirations in life:
“After graduating high 

school, I plan to attend a 
four-year university,” Tay-
lor said. “I would like to 
major in a health-related 
fi eld like nutrition or kine-
siology and complete the 
pre-requisites required for 
medical school.

“Upon the completion 
of undergraduate school, I 
will either enter a wellness-
based career like dietetics 
or continue my education 
with the hopes of becom-
ing a physician. While I 
would love to travel for 
school, I ideally will return 
to Roanoke for work as all 
my immediate family lives 
here and it’s the only place 
I see myself ever calling 
home.”

Her extracurricular ac-
tivities, in addition to vol-
unteering at the Carilion 
Clinic Emergency Depart-
ment, include time as an 
Appalachia Service Project 
volunteer—a Christian 
ministry specializing in 
home repair in disaster-
stricken areas, plus various 
youth mission activities 
with her church in grades 
9-12.

Taylor has played travel 
volleyball with NRV and 
Roanoke United, and 
played in the church vol-
leyball leagues in grades 9 
and 10.

She worked for Once 
Upon a Child as a junior 
and as a pet-sitter through-
out high school.

Taylor was also asked to 
“describe briefl y why you 
feel the four qualities of a 
DAR Good Citizen: De-
pendability, Service, Lead-
ership and Patriotism, are 
important and how you 
have tried to exhibit those 
qualities in your life and 
in your relationships with 
others.”

“Th e four qualities of a 
DAR Good Citizen are all 
qualities that I value, and 
each plays a unique roll in 
the person I am,” said Tay-
lor. “Dependability is the 
most important character-
istic a person can display to 
be a good friend. For me, 
that looks like always be-
ing available when a class-
mate needs advice or just 
someone to listen. Being a 
fi gure that my peers fi nd 
trustworthy and are com-
fortable reaching out to for 
everything from help on an 
assignment to emotional 
support is my way of dem-
onstrating dependability 
within my school.

“Selfl ess acts of service 
are humbling and key to 
growth. Being a Christian, 
I view service to others as a 
form of worship and way 
to represent God. Th is led 
me to go on a mission trip 
with a church in my area 
and rebuild houses and 
porches of those aff ected 
by a fl ood in Rainelle, 
W.Va. Th ere, I learned the 
importance of dedicating 
my time to help others and 
how making a diff erence 

for someone else can also 
aff ect me in a positive way.

“Th e ability to lead is 
much more than just be-
ing a ‘boss.’ Leadership is 
about living in a way that 
causes others to look up to 
you and being a positive 
infl uence. I am a leader in 
Prevention Club, which 
focuses on encouraging 
students to turn away from 
drugs and alcohol and to 
practice safe driving. Th is 
has become a major issue 
in my generation, and it 
is important to me that I 
serve as an example to my 
classmates and am able to 
educate my peers on the 
consequences of substance 
abuse and reckless driving.

“In a time where our 
nation is facing division, 
patriotism is more im-
portant than ever as we 
need to come together 
in support of the coun-
try and not just a party. 
Th e Red Cross Club that 
I founded hosted a drive 
where all students could 
donate toiletries and other 
supplies for our veterans. 
Club members then came 
together to package the 
goods and take them to 
our chapter to be shipped. 
Th is year, we are planning 
on creating cards to be 
mailed to veterans for the 
holiday season. Bringing 
my classmates together to 
support our veterans is my 
way of showing patriotism 
in my relationships with 
others.”

Good Citizen from page 1

Students named to Fall 2020 Dean’s List
Th ree local students 

have been named to the 
Emory & Henry College 
Dean’s List for Fall 2020: 

Liah Davis and Hailey El-
lis, both of Vinton, and 
Avery Adkins of Good-
view.

To be named to the 
Dean’s List, students must 
be a full-time and receive a 
3.6 GPA for the semester.

Spraker named to Fall 2020 Dean’s List
Ethan Spraker, a Marketing major 

from Vinton, has been named to the Fall 
2020 Dean’s List at Eastern Mennonite 
University in Harrisonburg.

Th e Dean’s List, compiled at the end 

of each term, includes degree-seeking 
students who achieve a semester GPA of 
at least 3.75 with no withdrawn, incom-
plete, or failing grades for 12 semester 
hours of standard grades. 
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PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

Cam Contracting, 
LLC

Alan McNutt, Owner
540-204-0004 (Cell)

camcontracting1@gmail.com
Troutville, VA  24175

Class A Contractor # 038878A

Replacement 
Windows

Owner Installed 

No Subcontractors

Over 40 years of 
experience in window repair 

and installation!

Etzler’s
Hams

5445 Blacksburg Road,
Troutville

540-992-2297

Fresh Hams &
Pork Bellies

This Friday, Jan. 15th

I hope everyone is hav-
ing a great 2021 so far.  I 
had carpal tunnel surgery 
last week. Th ank you for 
everyone’s prayers and 
messages. It makes a girl 
feel better!

Th e Town of Vinton’s 
new 2021 calendars are 
out. If you haven’t received 
one and would like one, we 

do have a few extras at the 
Chamber offi  ce.  

We would like to wel-
come Big Belly’s to our 
amazing list of restaurants 
IN Vinton. It is located 
in the old Giaridino’s lo-
cation on Lee Street. If 

you haven’t tried them yet, 
please do – everything is 
really good. 

We are also excited 
about the soon to be open-
ing of Our Daily Bread IN 
Vinton. And shortly after 
that, Joe Goodpies. We 
will keep everyone posted 
on those openings! 

Angie
Chewning

Filling in for Bootie

RCPS fourth grade to return to 
full-time, in-person instruction 

From day one, the Roanoke 
County Public Schools Return to 
School plan was designed to be 
fl exible – able to expand or con-
tract as conditions allowed. In late 
October 2020, the plan expanded, 
bringing back third grade students 
for full-time in-person instruc-
tion.  Beginning January 25, the 
Return to School plan will again 
expand with fourth grade students 
returning to in-person instruction 
fi ve days a week. 

To facilitate this expansion, all 
fourth grade classes will be 100 
percent online on January 21 and 
22 to allow staff  time to prepare 
classrooms for additional students. 

Fourth grade students who cur-
rently are receiving 100 percent on-
line instruction have the option to 
continue with 100 percent online 
instruction or switch to full-time 
in-person instruction.  Th e dead-
line to switch to in-person instruc-
tion is January 15. Note that there 
may be some changes in teachers in 
order to implement this expansion. 

In addition, all students in 
grades 5-12 currently on the hy-
brid schedule with a daily Individ-
ualized Education Program (IEP), 
those who receive English language 

services, or currently are failing a 
class will attend school in-person 
four days a week beginning Janu-
ary 21. Wednesdays will continue 
to be online-only days. 

In keeping with current recom-
mendations from public health 
experts, students will be placed at 
desks spaced at least six feet apart. 
Students also will be required to 
wear masks or facial coverings, in-
cluding on the school bus. 

Parents are reminded to review 
the daily health screening checklist 
that was sent home at the begin-
ning of school (www.rcps.us/covid-
checklist) and keep children home 
if they are sick or meet any of the 
other criteria listed in the checklist. 

“Our primary goal is to make 
sure our students are receiving a 
quality education, and the best way 
students learn is being in the class-
room with a teacher to the maxi-
mum extent possible under public 
health guidelines,” said Roanoke 
County Public Schools Superin-
tendent Dr. Ken Nicely. “I want to 
thank our fourth grade teachers for 
being fl exible and working to help 
fi nd a way to bring more students 
back to school full time.

“One way we are accomplish-

ing this expansion is by temporar-
ily turning our elementary school 
gyms into classroom spaces in 
several schools where no other op-
tion is available. Th is was not a 
decision we made lightly. Physical 
education is an important part of 
a student’s overall learning and we 
will have alternative ways for stu-
dents to remain active without the 
school gym. I want to commend 
our elementary physical education 
teachers for being adaptable and 
helping us bring fourth grade stu-
dents back to school full time,” Dr. 
Nicely said. 

“I am thrilled we are getting 
more students back in the class-
room full time,” said Tim Gre-
enway, Vinton’s representative to 
the School Board. “Not only the 
fourth graders, but we are getting 
some that have been struggling 
back in the classroom at higher 
levels. Our goal should always be 
to get all the kids back in school 
full time in a safe manner so that 
our staff  is not compromised in 
doing so. We are able to achieve 
these results currently and with 
the thought of the vaccine coming, 
hopefully it won’t be long till we 
can get all kids back full time.”

4. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just 
as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. 5. I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Th ose 
who abide in me and I in them, bear 
much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. (John 15:4-6).

Last week my family began the 
sombering work of taking down the 
Christmas decorations. For me, that 
process is always one of the worst 
events following Christmas. When 
we purchased our Christmas tree the 
week after Th anksgiving, there was so 
much excitement and anticipation. 

After bringing the tree inside, we 
made hot chocolate and cookies, 
played Christmas music, and joyfully 
decorated the tree together as a family. 
Th e following day we put our wreath 
on the front door and pulled our in-
fl atable Santa out of the garage.

For the past four years, our Santa 
infl atable has been a staple in our front 
yard in the weeks leading up to Christ-
mas. It portrays Santa in his sleigh 
with three of his reindeer. At night, the 
lights inside the infl atable ensure Santa 
and his crew are visible for all who pass 
by. 

Not only is it the boys’ favorite 
Christmas decoration that we own, it 
is also my favorite to set up. All I have 
to do is take it out of the box and plug 
it in, and the air that pushes through 

that small fan under the sleigh does 
the rest. Within seconds, that bundle 
of nylon lying fl at and lifeless in the 
front yard transforms into a waving 
Santa sitting in his gift-fi lled sleigh, 
being pulled by his reindeer who lead 
the way.

Over the course of these last four 
years, our infl atable has endured a 
number of trials. It has been swept 
away by a violent windstorm, buried 
under several inches of snow, crushed 
under the weight of sleet and freezing 
rain, tugged and pulled in every direc-
tion by rough and tough little boys, 
uprooted by those who trip over its 
yard stakes, and submerged in numer-
ous puddles during cold December 
rains. 

Despite a couple of lightbulbs that 
need to be changed, it has endured. 
Year after year, despite all of the wear 
and tear, it stands. Every time I plug it 
in to a power source, the motor turns 
on, the fan begins to spin, and the air 
this creates is able to fi ll our beloved 
infl atable and bring it to life.

According to Jesus, we too have 
been given a power source to which we 
can plug in. After assuring the disciples 
that God would send the Holy Spirit 
to plug into them, Jesus reminded the 
disciples that they must continue to 
plug-in to him — Abide in me as I 
abide in you. 

Just as an infl atable must plug in to a 

power source in order to swell, expand, 
and grow into what it was intended to 
be, so too must a branch plug in to 
its vine in order to live, breathe, and 
produce the fruit it was made to create. 
Without the vine, the branch can do 
nothing; without a power source, the 
infl atable remains a fl at, lifeless bundle 
of nylon.

How can we abide in the vine this 
week? What can we do to stay con-
nected with our source of power this 
year? 

Maybe it is making time for a daily 
devotion. Maybe it is choosing to 
listen to Christian music in our car. 
Maybe it is reading Bible stories to 
our young children during bedtime 
routine or daring to engage in a con-
versation about faith over dinner with 
our teenagers or adult children and 
grandchildren. 

Maybe it is making Sunday School 
and worship more of a priority. Maybe 
it is recommitting to tithing this year. 
Maybe it is simply volunteering to 
serve in a way we never have before. 

Whatever it may be for you in 
2021, a light or two may grow dim as 
we face the winds, rains, and storms 
of this life, but through Christ we will 
stand. If we abide in him as he abides 
in us, he promises that we will produce 
the fruit we were made to create. We 
will grow into who we were always in-
tended to be, as the power of his spirit 
expands within us and brings us to life.

By the Rev. Travis Russell, V
inton Baptist Church

From the Pulpit

Our Inflatable Santa

Refl ection: 
Falling Upward

Th e past ten months 
have given most of us un-
accustomed time to think. 
It’s turned us on ourselves, 
perhaps as never before.

Especially for those of 
senior years like myself, 
memories –happy and 
sad—have fi lled the hours 
we formerly spent with 
groups of friends and fam-
ily.

On a dreary, rainy Sat-
urday in July, a couple 
from my church put to-
gether some “goody bags” 
and brought them around 
to a number of people. I 
guess they thought might 
need cheering up. Th e 
husband visited briefl y on 
my porch. 

In my bag along with 
fruit, candy and small use-
ful items I found a little 
study book called “Falling 
Upward.”  It’s by a Roman 
Catholic Franciscan broth-
er, Richard Rohr, whom I 
had heard is infl uential in 
the spiritual growth world. 

Th irty-fi ve years ago, 
Rohr founded, and still di-
rects, the Center for Action 
and Contemplation in Al-
buquerque, New Mexico. 
Th e book fl yleaf states that 
he has written many books 
and led retreats through-
out the nation.

In this easily read vol-
ume, the monk combines 
the character associated 
with Jesus with studies 
made by researchers into 
human psychology. (A few 
weeks ago, I wrote of the 
popular book of a genera-
tion ago, “Passages” by the 
late Gail Sheehy.  It devel-
oped for the average reader 
the theory of adult life fall-
ing into early adulthood 
and maturity with goals 
and behaviors associated 
with each.)

A Swiss psychologist, 
Karl G. Jung, usually gets 
the credit for developing 
the stages of adult life the-
ory around 100 years ago. 
Both Sheehy and Rohr 
build on his scientifi c 
studies with Rohr weaving 
faith into the fi ndings. In 
“Falling Upward” Rohr as-
serts that an adult cannot 
feel a sense of fulfi llment 
in the later years without a 
foundation built on what 
he or she was taught in 
childhood, youth and the 
years of settling into sat-
isfying work, a loving and 
giving relationship and 
contributing of self to oth-
ers.

Th is may or may not 
come from a family’s in-
volvement in a church.

Readers no doubt have 
heard this truth before. 
Being alone a lot because 
of the unprecedented pan-
demic has given many a 
chance to refl ect on it es-
pecially on the depressed 
days and sleepless nights 
that have come from too 
much bad news.

Th ough retired from 
active print reporting, I 
still appreciate the many 
church newsletters I re-
ceive weekly or monthly, 
now mainly on-line. One 
of the few long-time pas-

tors who still sends a week-
ly report by postal mail 
is Dan Netting of First 
Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) in what 
old-timers still think of as 
South Salem.

Netting, whom I’ve 
known since he arrived in 
Salem some 20 years ago, 
has served as the part-time 
chaplain to the regional 
jail inmates most of that 
time; he’s told me for pub-
lication about the issues of 
that work. He’s taken extra 
studies in counseling to 
help both his parishioners 
and inmates.

Each week lately, “Pas-
tor Dan” has off ered to 
readers of “Th e Messen-
ger” insights related to the 
disruption of life caused 
by COVID-19. Th ere’s 
no false cheeriness in his 
refl ections. Th e loneliness 
he perceives people feel-
ing was his topic the past 
week. He pointed out that 
in the Bible story of Adam 
and Eve God created 
woman to be a companion 
to man. People, the pastor 
wrote, are not meant to be 
alone.

As in so many congrega-
tions I’ve visited where the 
pandemic and advanced 
years have made 2020 
marked by funerals, the 
loss of spouses, siblings, 
and parents--even chil-
dren—has added to the 
personal misery of fear, 
inconvenience and the 
need to adjust to sudden 
changes.

Th e good that has come 
out of this year of sorrow, 
fear, anger and perhaps 
personal soul-searching 
as racial unrest has fl ared, 
is the way the older gen-
eration I know best has 
responded to others.

Th ough I fi nd the 
shake-up in communica-
tion caused by computers 
daily depressing, because I 
know it so little, it enables 
me to keep in touch with 
folk I scarcely knew a year 
ago. Others, long out of 
my life, are now part of 
it again. We are all tired 
of the assertion of being 
in “it” together. Like it or 
not, we’ve learned a lot.  

Take masks. In March 
they were scarce, and I 
bought several from a skill-
ful Salem seamstress I met 
through a church. Today 
they’re readily available 
in many fabrics and col-
ors. I wash and iron mine 
each time I wear it when 
out of my home. Wear-
ing glasses, I have learned 
to remove the mask when 
driving. Maybe some-
one has learned to keep 
mask-trapped breath from 
dangerously fogging our 
glasses.

With cold weather on 
the way, many churches 
are now being opened for 
those who are masked and 
willing to sit well apart. 
Some are managing instru-
mental music and singing 
softly into the mask. 

Other people have 
adapted to services done 
remotely, and when the ill-
ness is gone, surely many 
will not return to sit in 
pews. Th at carries huge 
adjustments for leaders 
who must pay for the up-
keep of overbuilt worship 
centers.

We’re learning. Aren’t 
we?

Frances 
Stebbins
Correspondent

United Way of Roanoke Valley receives 
grant to help families with childcare needs

Parents can soon expect 
more emergency childcare 
options for their school-
age children, thanks to a 
$1.5 million state grant 
administered by United 
Way of Roanoke Valley, as 
part of the Ready Regions 
aid package.

As area families contin-
ue navigating the eff ects of 
COVID-19, many are 
still struggling with shifts 
to virtual learning, while 
they have fewer childcare 
options. Th e grant from 
the Virginia Early Child-
care Foundation will fos-
ter strategic collaborations 
that increase the supply of 
safe, quality childcare slots 
in our region.

United Way of Roa-
noke Valley will focus 
on creating community 
partnerships that involve 
diverse sectors, including 
nonprofi t organizations, 
childcare facilities and 
schools, workplaces, local 
government, health, nutri-
tion and social services

“We’ll use the funding, 
distributed in two phases, 
to identify untapped re-
sources and new options 
for increasing assistance to 
families, at the same time 
addressing the barriers that 
they fi nd themselves fac-
ing,” said Vivien McMa-

han, Vice President of Com-
munity Impact at UWRV. 

“Th e priority is on fi nd-
ing solutions quickly that 
meet their unique needs, so 
we can bring some relief and 
support to the children and 
families who most need help 
to make it through the rest of 
the school year.”

One million dollars in 
funding has been designat-
ed to support tuition costs 
through June 30, 2021 in 
the cities of Roanoke, Mar-
tinsville, Covington, Lexing-
ton and Buena Vista, and the 
counties of Alleghany, Bote-
tourt, Franklin, Rockbridge, 
and Henry. Th ese are the 
areas identifi ed by the Vir-

ginia Department of Social 
Services based on the num-
ber of children who receive 
free or reduced lunch, are 
without internet access, and 
have parents in the work-
force while schools are on 
hybrid or virtual schedules 

and area childcare providers 
have closed.

Th e remaining funds will 
be used to support the open-
ing of new classrooms dur-
ing that same time period, 
in order to increase childcare 
capacity in the localities.
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Library sponsoring program 
on Dr. Martin Luther King

In honor of what would be the 
Rev. Martin Luther King’s 92nd 
birthday, the Roanoke County 
Public Library, in partnership with 
Book City Roanoke, invites the 
community to a virtual program 
to discuss fi ve of his most famous 
speeches, and the letter he penned 
while incarcerated in a Birming-
ham jail. 

Most Americans are familiar 
with some of his most famous 
phrases, such as “Injustice any-
where is a threat to justice every-
where,” and “Darkness does not 

drive out darkness, only light can 
do that.” 

Th e program participants will 
talk about people’s perception of 
the famous quotes outside of the 
context of the larger works, and 
then how their understanding may 
be altered by reading the speeches 
in their entirety. 

Also discussed will be how his 
words were perceived in the 1960s 
compared to today, the impact of 
his delivery, and the legacy he left 
behind. 

Register on RCPL’s website at 

rocolibrary.org or through its part-
ners at Book City Roanoke. 

Upon registration, you will re-
ceive a link to the texts of all the 
materials, and videos for the fi ve 
speeches, which range from just 
under two minutes to almost an 
hour in length. 

Th ere are six libraries in Roa-
noke County: South County, 
Bent Mountain, Glenvar, Hollins, 
Mount Pleasant, and Vinton. For 
more information, call (540) 772-
7507 or visit rocolibrary.org. Con-
nect on social media: @rocopublib.

Vinton History Museum reopens
Th e  Vinton  Histo-

ry  Museum  reopened on 
Monday, Jan. 11, after the 
holiday break. Hours are 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and ev-
ery fi rst Saturday.

Pursuant to the Gover-
nor’s Executive Order dur-
ing the COVID-19 crisis, 
the guidelines will be fol-
lowed with social distanc-
ing.  Facial masks are re-
quired.

Th e  Vinton  Histo-

ry Museum is now offi  cially 
registered with  the  “Little 
Free Library.” A Book 
Sharing Box is located at 
the  Vinton  History  Mu-
seum, 210 East Jackson Av-
enue in downtown Vinton.

Donations are needed 
of family friendly books for 
adults and children. Color-
ing books and music CDs 
are also welcome.  Gen-
tly used is fi neDrop off  
donations in person or 
leave items on the  muse-

um porch.
Also, be sure to check 

out the “Vinton Memories 
& History” Facebook page, 
hosted by the Vinton His-
tory Museum, which has 
almost 2,000 members. 
Th is is an opportunity for 
folks to share their memo-
ries and history of the Town 
of  Vinton  and the sur-
rounding areas.  

Th e  museum  posts pic-
tures and information daily, 
but you may also post and 

comment so others can hear 
about your memories and 
assist in locating lost places, 
family and friends.   If you 
are not a member, join and 
ask others to join the fun.

Th e Vinton History Mu-
seum is looking forward to 
seeing everyone in 2021 
as the  museum  has many 
exciting projects planned. 
Drop by the  museum  to 
enjoy the collection of ar-
tifacts, genealogy resources, 
and local history. 

Chamber announces 
special events for 2021

Th e Vinton Area Chamber of 
Commerce has announced its 
schedule of major events for this 
year:

Th e annual State of the Town 
Address is scheduled for March 11 
at 8 a.m. at the Vinton War Me-
morial.

The 2021 Senior Services Expo 
is scheduled for March 23 from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Vinton War 
Memorial.

The annual Grapes and Grains 
Festival will be held on May 15 
from 1 to 6 p.m. at the Vinton War 
Memorial.

The yearly golf tournament has 
been moved to spring and will be 
held on May 20 at the Botetourt 
Golf & Swim Club.

Mingle at the Market Concerts 
are planned on June 12 and 26, 
July 10 and 24, August 14 and 28, 
and September 11 and 25, all from 

7 to 10 p.m. at the Vinton Farm-
ers’ Market.

Th e Chamber will sponsor 
“vINtoberfest” from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on October 2 throughout 
downtown Vinton.

The traditional Vinton Christ-
mas Parade is on the calendar for 
December 2 at 7 p.m. in down-
town Vinton.

The Chamber of Commerce 
Holiday Open House is planned 
for December 16 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
at the Vinton Community Center.

UPCOMING EVENTSRoanoke County 
Public Libraries 
offers WiFi 
hotspots checkouts

Hotspots deliver strong 
and secure Internet con-
nections. Roanoke Coun-
ty Public Libraries makes 
it easy to get online with 
a hotspot, available at all 
library locations. 

If you have a library 
card, you can check out a 
hotspot for free. Hotspots 
can be used to connect a 
tablet, laptop, or other 
WiFi-enabled device to 
4G LTE networks. RCPL 
hotspots can be borrowed 
for 28 days.

Visit rvl.info to place a 
hotspot on hold.

View the Verizon Cov-
erage Map at https://
www.verizon.com/cover-
age-map/. 

View the  T-Mobile 
Coverage Map (5G where 
available) at https://
www.t-mobile.com/cov-
erage/coverage-map. 

Rules of Use
Hotspots may be bor-

rowed by patrons 18 and 

older. One hotspot may 
be checked out per library 
card at a time. Library 
cards must be in good 
standing.

Holds can be placed on 
hotspots on your library 
card and must be picked 
up and returned to the 
library from which it was 
borrowed. Return the 
hotspot to the library ser-
vice desk or via curbside/
drive thru, during open 
hours.

Hotspots will deacti-
vate if not returned on the 
due date.

Fees
Hotspots are free to 

borrow and borrowers 
will be liable to pay for the 
unit if lost or damaged.

Overdue fi nes are 20 
cents a day

Lost hotspot charge is 
$100 + $5 processing fee

Lost cable/adapter 
charge is $10

Lost case charge is $15

Lancerlot announces 
temporary ice 
rink closure

Out of concern for the 
health and safety of the 
ice sports community, the 
Lancerlot Sports Complex 
has announced that it is 
temporarily closing the ice 
rink to all programming, 
eff ective January 12 at 8 
p.m. for a period of 14 
days. 

Representatives from or-
ganizations will be in touch 
shortly with make-up dates 

and times for all postponed 
ice activities. 

“Th e Lot apologizes for 
any inconvenience this 
may cause. Your health 
and safety remain our top 
priority and we thank you 
very much for your con-
tinued patience in dealing 
with all ever-changing Co-
vid-19 preventative mea-
sures and policies,” the an-
nouncement said.

When a farmer wants to 
sell milk from a dairy farm, 
people don’t line up with 
empty bottles at the barn 
door to buy it. Before reach-
ing the consumer in a gro-
cery store, the milk needs 
to stored, transported to the 
dairy factory where it is test-
ed, processed, packaged, and 
then transported to the store. 
At all stages, it has to be held 
at food-safe temperatures.

Although this is a simplis-
tic analogy, there are some 
comparisons to be made with 
vaccine rollout. As we enter 
the next phase of immuniza-
tions, the Roanoke City and 
Alleghany Health District 
(RCHAD) is thrilled to be 
able to help more Virginians 
receive this life-saving tool. 
People who are aged 75 years 
and older, as well as frontline 
essential workers such as po-

Update from Dr. Morrow

lice, teachers, grocery store 
workers, and others are eli-
gible to receive the vaccine, 
starting on January 11.

But we can’t all line up at 
the barn door.

All clinics for the foresee-
able future will be closed, 

meaning they are not avail-
able to walk-ins. Everyone 

See Dr. Morrow, page 5
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

William A. Hewitt
William Alexander Hewitt, 

LTC United States Army Re-
tired, of Vinton, passed away 
on Saturday, January 2, 2021.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, John and Anna 
Hewitt, and son, Lawrence 
John Hewitt.

Bill is survived by his wife 
of 31 years, Ann Richards 
Hewitt; family, Becky Cun-
diff  of Vinton and Robbie 
Cundiff  of Buena Vista; and 
very dear friends, Donna 
Hartless and Jeff  Jodrey. He 
is also survived by his brother 
and sister-in-law, Drs. John 
and Myrna Hewitt of Co-
lumbus, Ohio; daughter-in-
law, Gloria Moody Hewitt of 
Hawkinsville, Ga.; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. Also 
surviving are his daughter, 
Meri Ann Huddleston, four 
grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren.

Bill joined the Army after 
graduating from high school 
in Morrisdale, Pa., in June 
of 1951. Rising to Corporal and Sergeant 
while assigned to law enforcement duties in 
Antiwok and the Bikinis, Marshall Islands in 
1954, he served there as a Platoon Sergeant 
during atomic bomb testing, including the 
fi rst hydrogen bomb test on March 1, 1954.

Entering Infantry Offi  cer Candidate 
School in 1956, he served two tours in Ger-
many before assignment to the USA Army 
Command and General Staff  College in 

1969, which followed two 
years of graduate school at the 
University of Maryland and 
George Washington Univer-
sity. Th is tour was preceded 
by one year of service in Viet-
nam, 1966 to 1967, as MP 
Battalion Commander and 
Executive Offi  cer.

His last active-duty assign-
ment was in the Pentagon as a 
Staff  Offi  cer in the Offi  ce of 
the Provost Marshal General.

Upon retiring in 1973, Bill 
was the Director of Safety for 
Th e City of Roanoke, 1973 
to 1979. He was particularly 
proud of his service with the 
Roanoke City Police and Fire 
Department in the 1970s.

His fi nal and most re-
warding job was as a substi-
tute teacher for the Roanoke 
County School System. He 
did most of his substitute 
teaching at the former RCCC 
School, the old William Byrd 
High School. He was voted as 
the most popular substitute 

teacher by his students who lovingly called 
him by his fi rst name, “Sir.”

Inurnment will be held in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery at a later date. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, he asks that you remember him by keep-
ing Angels of Assisi in mind.

Arrangements entrusted to Oakey’s Fu-
neral Service - Vinton Chapel, Vinton, (540) 
982-2221. Online condolences may be shared 
with the family by visiting www.oakeys.com.

OBITUARY

The Cardinal Glass expansion  project includes a  new, state-of-the-art robotic 
seaming  (sanding) and cutting system.

The break room for employees is now five times larger after the expansion project.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Cardinal Glass is located in the Vinton Business Center off Hardy Road.

Cardinal Glass from page 1

sharp, cut glass. Unseamed 
edges are susceptible to fl ak-
ing off  while undergoing the 
heating process.) 

Th e facility’s production 
space and offi  ce area have 
been expanded and mod-
ernized as well. An employ-
ee break room and locker 
rooms have been added. Th e 
break room (fi ve times larger 
than the previous one) fea-
tures a food court concept 
with window, indoor, and 
outdoor seating, TV moni-
tors, and individual work 
stations for employee use. 
Th e former break room has 
been renovated into a train-
ing room. 

While sometimes intro-
ducing more automation 
and robotics eliminates po-
sitions, that’s not the case at 
Cardinal Glass, where the 
expansion is expected to cre-
ate 60 new jobs. Matthias 
said robotics and automated 
systems have increased safety 
and reduced physical la-
bor and “eliminated lots of 
touches” for employees but 
have not reduced the num-
ber of employees. 

“Today’s celebration 
recognizes the important 
contribution to Vinton, 
Roanoke County and the 
Roanoke Valley made by 
Cardinal Glass, one of the 
region’s premier manufac-
turing companies,” said 
Matthias. “Th e facility, 
equipment, and added jobs 
represent Cardinal’s signifi -
cant commitment to the 
community.”

Th e Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership is 
supporting the project and 
job creation through its Vir-
ginia Jobs Investment Pro-
gram (VJIP). VJIP provides 
consultative services and 
funding to companies creat-
ing new jobs or experienc-
ing technological change to 
support employee training 
activities. 

As a business incentive 
supporting economic de-
velopment, VJIP reduces 
the human resource costs of 
new and expanding compa-
nies. VJIP is state-funded, 

demonstrating Virginia’s 
commitment to enhancing 
job opportunities for its citi-
zens.

“We are pleased to cel-
ebrate Cardinal Glass In-
dustries’ continued growth 
in Roanoke County,” said 
Peters. “Cardinal is an in-
novative, advanced manu-
facturer that provides high 
quality employment oppor-
tunities for our citizens. We 
are grateful for their ongo-
ing investments in Roanoke 
County. It is good to have 
good news.”

“Cardinal Glass Indus-
tries is a wonderful asset for 
the Vinton Business Center, 
and we are very appreciative 
of their continued invest-
ment in our community,” 
said Mayor Grose. “We 
pleased to see their contin-
ued success and look for-
ward to seeing many more 
years of growth in the future. 
Th is bodes well for Roanoke 
County and the Town of 
Vinton.”

Peters presented Mat-
thias a photograph of the 
Roanoke Valley, featuring 
McAfee’s Knob. Th e mayor 
presented him the iconic 
Town of Vinton pin.

Roanoke Country Eco-
nomic Development Direc-
tor Jill Loope thanked Mat-
thias and Cardinal Glass for 
their “huge contribution to 
the local economy.” She not-
ed that the expansion proj-
ect has been in the works for 
about two years.

Th e Cardinal expan-
sion project was driven by 
the need for more space in 
some operations areas of the 
building, but also by an in-
crease in business. Matthias 
says glass production is a 
“busy industry right now,” 
despite the pandemic. Car-
dinal is experiencing steady 
growth. Demand increased 
by 10 percent in 2020 and 
is expected to continue the 
upward trend. Cardinal de-
cided the quickest way to 
increase production capac-
ity was to augment automa-
tion. Plans are in the works 

for internal renovations in 
2021 to replace some of the 
original equipment in the 
plant dating from 2004.

Th e Minneapolis, Minn.-
based company was founded 
by M.L. Gordon in 1962. 
Cardinal came to the Roa-
noke Valley in 2004, along 
with two other companies 
from the upper mid-West – 
Techton and Integrity Win-
dows and Doors. 

Tecton, based in North 
Dakota, was created in 
1990 to produce a new 
kind of framing component 
in a new line of windows 
for Marvin Windows and 
Doors. Th at led to the cre-
ation of Integrity Windows 
and Doors as a product line 
for Marvin. 

Integrity announced in 
2003 that it was building a 
plant in Roanoke County. 
Th at attracted Cardinal 
Glass, a major Integrity 
supplier, to the new Vinton 
Business Center. Techton 
constructed a plant in the 
county as well.

Th en Vinton Mayor 
Don Davis said, “Th is is 
just the type of company we 
hoped to attract when we 
developed the Vinton busi-
ness Center.” At the time, 
it was the largest-ever eco-
nomic development project 
in Vinton and included an 
incentive package from the 
town and county.

Th e Vinton Business 
Center is a partnership 
between the County of 
Roanoke and the Town 
of Vinton. Th e complex 
is located adjacent to the 
Blue Ridge Parkway with 
close proximity to the 
Vinton’s central business 
district.\

Today, the Cardinal 
Glass plant in Vinton runs 
three shifts, operating 24 
hours per day, fi ve days a 
week. Its distribution area 
extends from Pennsylva-
nia south to Atlanta and 
west to Memphis.

Th e recently com-
pleted expansion project 
was completed by Salem-
based G&H Contracting.

Business Center – manu-
factures quality glass units 
for residential windows and 
doors. Matthias says that 90 
percent of their production 
is residential windows. Th e 

company is a management-
owned S-Corporation and 
has grown to more than 
7,000 employees located at 
37 manufacturing locations 
across the United States. 

Th e expansion project 
in the local plant includes a 
new, state-of-the-art robotic 
seaming and cutting sys-
tem. (Seaming is basically 
the sanding of the edges of 

will be required to have an 
appointment. Here’s how 
we plan to provide our lim-
ited supply to the commu-
nity:

• RCAHD’s top fo-
cus remains on getting all 
healthcare providers vacci-
nated fi rst. In a parallel pro-
cess, CVS and Walgreens 
are vaccinating residents 
and staff  of skilled nursing 
and long-term care facili-
ties. Th ese are the groups 
included in the initial Phase 
1a. We vaccinated almost a 
thousand people locally in 
this category last week, and 
we will continue to reach 

individuals in this category 
as quickly as possible.

• Next, as we roll out 
Phase 1b, we’ll prioritize 
our essential workers who 
are most at-risk of being 
exposed: public facing law 
enforcement and fi rst re-
sponders.

• Phase 1b will also in-
clude other frontline essen-
tial workers such as teach-
ers, grocery store workers, 
residents and staff  of correc-
tional facilities and home-
less shelters, public transit 
workers, mail carriers, food, 
agriculture, and manufac-
turing employees. We will 

coordinate our eff orts with 
employers in these areas to 
ensure that we reach people 
in the appropriate prior-
ity group. We are working 
with employers to make 
this process as smooth as 
possible.

• Over the next few 
weeks, we will be working 
with healthcare systems, in-
dependent healthcare prac-
tices, and retail pharmacies 
to identify the diff erent op-
tions for individuals aged 
75 or older to get registered 
for the vaccine. Such indi-
viduals can sign up with us 
through a survey link on 

our website at https://www.
vdh.virginia.gov/roanoke/
covid-vaccine/ to receive 
more information about 
vaccine opportunities as 
options emerge. Family 
members and caregivers can 
register on behalf of those 
who are unable to register 
themselves. 

Th ere are literally hun-
dreds of thousands of 
people in Virginia who will 
meet the Phase 1b criteria. 
It is going to take weeks to 
reach everyone who wants 
vaccine. We are extremely 
motivated to work with our 
partners to vaccinate people 

as soon as possible but it 
will take time and adequate 
vaccine supplies. We ask for 
your kindness, patience, 
and fl exibility as we work as 
fast as we can with the sup-
ply as we receive it.

Virginians outside these 
fi rst two priority groups 
will be off ered the CO-
VID-19 vaccine when it 
is more widely available. 
While vaccines are a light at 
the end of the tunnel, now 
is not the time to let down 
our guard. Everyone needs 
to remember the 3 W’s: 
Wash your hands, Watch 
your distance and Wear a 

mask. Watch our website 
and local news media for 
updates as we work together 
to end this pandemic.

Dr. Morrow from page 4



Page 6 • Thursday, January 14, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - located 
at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional 
Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. Rev. 
Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional Ser-
vice, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, Con-
temporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Worship 
6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 6:30 PM, 
Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Washing-
ton Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. Travis 
Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary Service 
8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Traditional 
Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  Family 
Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., Chil-
dren’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 6:30 
p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 Feath-
er Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 540-
890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke VA 
24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Baptized… 
Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with us! Sunday 
Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.christianchurchof-
christclearbrook.org

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
Eckankar is a spiritual path that offers a Light & 
Sound Service on the 2nd Sunday of each month 
at 11:00 a.m.  However, due to COVID-19, the 
Monthly Service and other ECK programs are 
now available online through Zoom.  Visit www.
eck-va.org for program listings or call 540-353-
5365 and leave a message.  We will return your 
call.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 

1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James B. 
Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Worship 
11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday Night Bi-
ble Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm;  Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 

Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-
mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am.  Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45 
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave. 
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages 
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children - 
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Read Numbers 1:1 through 
2:34

In our fragmented families 
today, it is diffi cult to under-
stand the closeness of Isra-
elite families. They worked 
together, lived in the same 
area, and had tribal leaders 
who counseled them, taught 
them God’s Law, and arbi-
trated their disputes. God ap-
pointed a leader from each 
tribe to help Moses count 
the men of his tribe. God also 
told them where to arrange 
their tents so each tribe lived 
together. By living so closely 
together, they must have 
learned a great deal about 
getting along with one an-
other.

So the Israelites did every

thing the Lord commanded 
Moses; that is the way they 
encamped under their stan-
dards, and that is the way 
they set out, each of them 
with their clan and family 
(Numbers 2:34).

In today’s society, respect is 
often a missing ingredient in 
families. Often, families inten-
tionally live a distance from 
each other so they don’t have 
to spend much time together. 
Maybe we should return to 
the Israelite model and learn 
to appreciate and depend on 
one another more.

Thought for Today: The fam-
ily structure is important to 
God.

Quicklook: Numbers 2:32–34

Families Deserve Respect

various products.
Custer doesn’t just 

grow hemp and sell 
hemp products; she has 
taken on the mission of 
educating the public on 
“all things hemp.”

Hemp is an often mis-
understood or misper-
ceived product. It has 
unfortunately developed 
a questionable reputa-
tion over the years for 
being a member of the 
same cannabis family 
as marijuana. However, 
unlike marijuana, hemp 
has no psychoactive ef-
fects. The ingredient 
THC is the determin-
ing factor. Hemp has 
only 0.37 percent tet-
rahydrocannabinol, or 
THC, the psychoactive 
property that gets peo-
ple “high” in marijuana. 
The average marijuana 
plant today has about 12 
percent THC.

Cannabinoid com-
pounds found in can-
nabis are used in a wide 
variety of products in-
cluding food, creams, 
car parts, clothing, 
and nutritional supple-
ments. Cannabinoids 
may also help with pain 
management, anxiety 
and restless sleep. 

Custer describes the 

difference between 
hemp and marijuana 
like the difference be-
tween two grape vines 
that might look very 
similar at a distance. 
“When you get close, 
one type of grape turns 
out to be the best for 
making jelly; the other 
for making Dom Peri-
gnon.” The vines look 
the same, but the fruits 
are very different. Hemp 
and marijuana are some-
what like that. Both are 
members of the canna-
bis family, but they are 
poles apart in uses.

Custer says hemp is 
“the most nutritious 
plant on the planet.” 
She has been studying 
hemp for over 20 years 
and waxes poetic about 
its powerful nature and 
its thousands of uses. 
Seeds of the plant can-
nabis sativa – hemp seed 
– contain all the essen-
tial amino acids and es-
sential fatty acids neces-
sary to maintain healthy 
human life. Three 
tablespoons of ground 
hemp seeds contain an 
astounding 30 grams of 
protein.

Hemp is also one 
of the fastest growing 
plants and one of the 

most efficient at con-
verting sunlight into en-
ergy. It is stronger than 
steel and can be used for 
making bricks, pipes, 
and other building ma-
terials as an alternative 
to wood, plastics, and 
metals. It can be grown 
almost anywhere and ev-
erywhere.

Hemp can be used 
for rope, textiles, and 
fabrics. It is stronger 
and softer than cotton 
and better for the en-
vironment. It was used 
for ships, creating sails, 
ropes and other things, 
due to its strength, du-
rability and water resis-
tance.

Hemp is naturally re-
sistant to bugs and mil-
dew so that it does  not 
need to be treated with 
harmful pesticides and 
other chemicals. One 
acre of hemp can cre-
ate the same amount of 
paper as four acres of 
trees. Hemp can be used 
to make biodegradable 
plastic.

Research has shown 
that the cannabinoids in 
hemp may have medici-
nal benefits for people 
with conditions such as 
epilepsy, multiple scle-
rosis, and cancer.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Hemp Mill sells an eclectic mix of hemp products from relief creams to hemp-
infused coffee, to hemp fabric masks and PetCalm products. 

Hemp Mill from page 1

It is also good for your 
skin, body, and hair, as a 
replacement for petro-
leum-based products.

Hemp has even been 
used to clean up nuclear 
waste.

Historically, hemp 
was one of the first 
plants to be domesticat-
ed by humans, possibly 
because it is so versatile. 
It was used to make the 
first paper. The Mona 
Lisa was painted on a 
hemp canvas. In 1619, 
farmers in Virginia were 
ordered to grow hemp-
seed; actually, you could 
be sent to jail for not 
growing it during short-
ages. George Washing-
ton and Thomas Jeffer-
son grew hemp on their 
plantations. For almost 
200 years, hemp was 
used as legal tender in 
the U.S.

But then, in the 20th 
century, the states and 
the federal government 
began to criminalize all 
cannabis. Because hemp 
was in the same family 
as marijuana, laws were 
implemented restrict-
ing or prohibiting its 
growth.

Hemp was classified 
as an illegal drug and 
outlawed in the U.S. 
in 1970 along with all 
other forms of canna-
bis. Strict regulations 
were imposed upon the 
cultivation of industrial 
hemp. 

Then times changed 
once again. A farm bill 
was signed in 2014 al-
lowing research insti-
tutions to start pilot-
ing hemp farming. In 
2018, another farm bill 
legalized hemp, remov-
ing the hemp plant, its 
seeds, and derivatives 
from the Controlled 
Substances Act.

That brings us to 
Vinton 2018, when The 
Advancement Founda-
tion (TAF) and Gaunt-
let Business Program 
founder Annette Pat-
terson invited Custer to 
move her hemp business 

to Vinton, to the space 
at the corner of Pollard 
Street and Jackson Ave-
nue, in exchange for be-
coming a consultant for 
TAF’s Innovation Mill. 
The Innovation Mill is 
an incubator for small 
businesses in emerging 
high-growth industries. 
The Hemp Mill is lo-
cated in the storefront 
of the Innovation Mill.

“The Advancement 
Foundation is extremely 
blessed to have attracted 
the talent of consultant 
and industry expert 
Debbie Custer with 
Coeus Research,” said 
Patterson.” Her busi-
ness  commercialization 
experience as well as her 
knowledge in agricul-
ture and food/beverage 
has propelled our Inno-
vation Mill, a Go  Vir-
ginia funded project, 
clients forward. 

“Debbie is sought 
after as a nationwide 
hemp expert,” Patter-
son added. “Her work, 
in partnership with The 
Advancement Founda-
tion through  Innova-
tion Mill, will transform 
our region’s opportuni-
ties in seed and fiber 
processing, product de-
velopment and emerg-
ing technologies.”

Not only was Custer 
recruited by TAF, she 
was enthusiastically wel-
comed by members of 
the business community 
and town government. 
The Vinton Police De-
partment, with whom 
she had to register her 
business due to its na-
ture, became an early 
supporter. 

The community has 
embraced the Hemp 
Mill as well. A women’s 
group gathers there for 
Friday coffee talks; a 
men’s group has chosen 
to spend their Thursday 
mornings socializing at 
the Hemp Mill, drink-
ing her renowned cof-
fee.

“Debbie has an im-
mense knowledge of 

the hemp industry as a 
whole and is a wealth of 
information regarding 
the health benefits  for 
the product in our diets 
and  for non-laborato-
ry  medicinal care,” said 
Vinton Town Manager 
Pete Peters. “The town 
is extremely fortunate to 
have a resource such as 
Debbie and the Hemp 
Mill located in our 
downtown. The Mill 
has not only become a 
destination for  Vinton 
and Roanoke County 
residents,  as  she  has 
also established the Mill 
as  a  designation  for 
visitors from  across the 
region who are seek-
ing knowledgeable and 
sound advice regarding 
many benefits this prod-
uct can provide.”

Custer is a Vinton 
native and a graduate 
of William Byrd High 
School. She earned her 
Bachelor’s Degree in 
Sociology from Virgin-
ia Tech, and then her 
MBA. She then set out 
to “save the world.” She 
now lives in Botetourt 
County and enthusias-
tically promotes hemp 
and its healing proper-
ties.

“We have all we need 
naturally here on earth 
to be healthy,” she ex-
plains. “And hemp is 
one of those natural 
products.”

Find more informa-
tion on the Hemp Mill 
on its website at https://
www.thehempmill.net/ 
and Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.
com/thehempmill/.

The Hemp Mill is 
open Tuesday through 
Friday from 11 a.m.  to 
5 p.m. and from 11 to 3 
on Saturday, but closed 
on Sunday and Monday.

Read more of Custer’s 
story, her entrepreneur-
ial history, how she has 
created a niche in the 
Vinton community, and 
some testimonials in the 
January 21 edition of 
The Vinton Messenger.
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BAG 
To place your ad, call 389-9355

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

timate only. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Do you CARE for someone E
with memory loss?

Care to Plan is an online care planning tool
that helps families managing memory loss

identify and access supportive services 
recommended for them. 

You may qualify for a NEW research study.W

1 888 597 08281-888-597-0828
senior.carenav@rivhs.com

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   
Advertise your upcom-
ing auctions statewide 
and in other states.   Af-
fordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions reaching 
your target audiences. 
Call this paper or Lan-
don Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredict-
able. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warran-
ty ($695 value!) Sched-
ule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 
1-877-636-0738   Special 
fi nancing for qualifi ed 
customers.

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off  Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners. Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:   Ad-
vertise your listings re-
gionally or statewide. 
Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions that 
get results! Call Lan-
don Clark at Virginia 
Press Services  804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twen-
ty-one days. Hilton Oliv-
er, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliv-
erattorneyva.com.

The best place to find it,  
sell it, buy it, and announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

Autos - Trucks/
Vans

For Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Now Hiring 

Part Time Janitorial 
Position              

Call 540-293-5522 to 
Apply 

Food Services 
Service Associate  

Looking for a new 
career? Apply today! 

Equal Opportunity 
Employer 
Minorities/Females/Prot
ected 
Veterans/Individuals 
with Disabilities/Sexual 
Orientation/Gender 
Identity. 
Carilion Clinic is a  
drug-free workplace. 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Assistant Director 
of Nursing 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. 20-649 

SPECIAL 

SALE OF 
58 Lakeland Circle, 

Troutville, VA 
24175 

Tax Map 
#108(A)(1)BK2-19 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL20-2497 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ002182-04-00, 
JJ002182-05-00, 
JJ002182-06-00 

in re

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Southern Towers  

Help Wanted - 
General

ADVERTISE!

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498
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To place a 
classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100
To place a classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset. 

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Rodney Spickard
Realtor®

RE/MAX Associate
Former Commissioner of Revenue

1225 Roanoke Road, Daleville, VA 24083
(540) 793-1341

rodspickard@gmail.com
movetoroanoke.comEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

COVID-19 Testing
 

 Schedule your appointment at:
ARCpointlabs.com/Christiansburg

ARCpoint Labs of Christiansburg

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

ADVERTISE!

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas
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sits with some team family members near the tunnel 
where the Browns take the field. She’s gained some 
new friends in the past two years, and quarterback 
Baker Mayfield’s wife Emily was one of the first to 
congratulate her when Carly broke the news on her 
Instagram account the following night.

“I’m a social butterfly so I’ve made some really 
good friends,” she said. 

Teller and Whiting both went to Virginia Tech, 
but that’s not where they met. Carly attended football 
games but had no idea her future husband was wear-
ing the maroon and orange in Lane Stadium.

“I went all the time but I never even noticed him,” 
said Whiting.

Teller is also from Virginia, born in Manassas. 
He was a standout player for Liberty High School of 
Bealton and the now 6’4”, 315 pound lineman chose 
the Hokies over 15 other FBS programs who offered 
him a scholarship. He was in Frank Beamer’s last 
recruiting class, recruited as a defensive end.

“He’s very proud of being in Coach Beamer’s last 
class,” said Whiting. “He told me the story of Bud 
Foster coming to his house, and that was very excit-
ing for him.”

Teller didn’t disappoint in Blacksburg. After mov-
ing to the offensive line he was named to the All-
ACC first team, and after his senior year he was the 
runner-up for the Jacobs Blocking Trophy, given to 
the top lineman in the ACC. He was invited to the 
2018 Senior Bowl.

Teller was drafted by the Buffalo Bills in the fifth 
round of the 2018 draft. It was about that time that 
he first met Carly.

“We met through a friend in Blacksburg,” she said. 
“He had just gotten drafted by the Bills and was train-
ing for football.”

Teller opened the 2018 fall season as a backup 
guard but earned a starting spot by Week 10, start-
ing the final seven games for the Bills. The follow-
ing year he went to camp in Buffalo, but on August 
29 of 2019, just before the season, he was traded to 
Cleveland for two draft picks. He became a starter in 
Cleveland by mid-season and for the past year and 
a half he’s credited with being a key member of the 
Browns heralded running game, which is one of the 
very best in the NFL.

Carly moved to Cleveland in 2019 to be with 
Wyatt and the two have grown to enjoy the city 

by Lake Erie. It’s a little colder than Virginia but, 
“Wyatt doesn’t mind the cold,” she said. “We love 
it here. The city loves the Browns and they’re really 
excited about the team. It’s a cool city.”

In the past two years the Browns have started 
turning things around. They had the longest streak 
of not making the NFL playoffs prior to their win 
over Pittsburgh on January 3rd in Cleveland. That 
clinched a wild card berth for the Browns and gave 
them an 11-5 regular season record, their best since 
they were also 11-5 in 1994. They’ve only won more 
than 11 games in the regular season four times, and 
three of them were in the old All-American Football 
Conference from 1946 to 48 with Otto Graham at 
quarterback. The Browns didn’t join the National 
Football League until 1950.

While the Browns struggled with a dozen straight 
losing seasons prior to this year, the Cleveland fans 
never lost faith. “Believeland” has always been a 
football town and when Pittsburgh failed to make 
a two point conversion in the waning minutes of a 
24-22 win on the last Sunday of the regular season, 
the Browns punched their ticket to the playoffs.

“It was very exciting,” said Whiting, who was 
joined at the game by Northside High graduate 
Samantha Barney. Both Carly and Samantha were 
outstanding volleyball players in high school and 
played on the same travel team. Bailey now works 
in the marketing department for the Detroit Lions so 
it wasn’t a long trip to join Whiting in Cleveland for 
the game. Samantha had previously worked for the 
Salem Red Sox baseball team and then for NASCAR 
in Miami, Florida.

Then, last Sunday night, the Browns won their 
first playoff game since ‘94. In fact, that franchise 
has since moved to Baltimore to become the Ravens 
and Cleveland returned to the NFL as an expansion 
team in 1999.

What made the win even sweeter was that it was 
against the Pittsburgh Steelers. The Browns scored 
28 first quarter points, an NFL playoff record, and 
went on to a 48-37 win. That broke a string of 17 
straight losses by the team in Pittsburgh.

“I never realized how big a rivalry this is,” said 
Carly. “They hate the Steelers in Cleveland.”

This weekend the Browns will play the defending 
champion Kansas City Chiefs at 3:05 pm on Sunday 
in Kansas City. Cleveland is one of just eight teams 

still alive in the NFL playoffs.
In the meantime Wyatt was named to the 

Associated Press All-NFL second team at right 
guard. During Sunday’s telecast analyst Cris 
Collinsworth called Teller the best guard in football, 
and with a fiancée who plays in the NFL Carly has 
picked up some knowledge about the game. She 
really can’t avoid it.

“I cared about football when I was at Tech, and 
now all Wyatt’s meetings are on zoom and I can hear 
them,” she said. “It’s hard not to hear football talk 
around here.”

With the pandemic Wyatt couldn’t train at the 
Browns facility during the summer. Instead, he came 
to Roanoke and trained with Ryan Shuman, a former 
offensive guard for the Hokies who is now a mem-
ber of their strength and conditioning staff.

“He trained with Ryan in his garage with just the 
basic resources,” said Whiting. “Ryan’s amazing, 
and he’s one of the reasons Wyatt was one of the top 
guards in the league this year.”

COVID-19 struck Carly during the fall, but Wyatt 
was able to dodge a bullet. In fact, Browns coach 
Kevin Stefanski and several players and coaches 
missed the playoff game due to COVID.

“After the Nashville(in December) game I bit 
into a cheeseburger and I couldn’t taste it, so I knew 
something was wrong,” she Whiting. “I spent 14 
days in the house and lost my taste and smell, then I 
got a fever and was fatigued. I was wiped out.”

Luckily for the Browns Wyatt did not catch the 
virus and was taken off the watch list in time to play 
in the big games against the Steelers. He had missed 
two previous games with an ankle injury.

Teller has one more year on his rookie contract, 
then figures to cash in big as one of the top guards 
in the NFL. Wyatt and Carly would love to remain 
in Cleveland. She’s working for a salon there, they 
have a puppy and are happy as can be.

Meanwhile back in Virginia, the Whitings are 
excited to be adding to the family. Melissa has been 
coping with the pandemic in school and Bud has 
been battling a case of Rocky Mountain Spotted 
Fever that has affected his health. The good news 
about Carly was very welcome.

“We’re excited,” said Melissa. “Wyatt is a really 
good guy and very humble. He’s a Virginia boy and 
he fits right in. We love him.”

Josh Jones, a William Byrd 
graduate who played soccer for 
Jeff Highfill, has been named head 
coach of the Glenvar High School 
boys’ soccer team.

Josh replaces Sam Hartman, 
who resigned as Glenvar coach in 
August. Jones was to assist Sam 
during the 2020 spring boys’ sea-
son, but that was cancelled due to 
the pandemic.

“I helped for a few days in prac-
tice,” said Jones. “We had a scrim-
mage against Cave Spring, then 
everything stopped. I also helped 
at the middle school.”

Josh comes to Glenvar with a 
terrific resume. The Salem girls’ 
program had much success under 
Jones in his 18 years as head 
coach of the Spartans, winning a 
total of eight district champion-
ships, seven region championships 
and three appearances in the state 
championship game. Salem won 
the state in 2003 and was run-
nerup in 2016 and ’17. Salem has 

been in the Final Four eight times 
under Jones, and over 30 girls 
from the program moved on to 
play in college during his time as 
head coach.

After the 2019 season he made 
a tough decision to leave the girls’ 
program so he could coach boys’ 
soccer, hopefully at Salem. He has 
two sons, Jackson and Kip, who 
are currently in the Salem School 
System in sixth and third grade. 
When Dean Jones resigned as 
Salem boys’ coach he applied for 
that position but the Spartans hired 
David Atkins, Dean’s assistant.

Josh always wanted a chance to 
coach a boys’ program, and feels 
the time is right and Glenvar is a 
great place. The Highlanders have 
a new turf field that has yet to host 
a game due to the pandemic and a 
strong recreation program.

“They have great facilities,” he 
said. “Their locker room is right 
by the field and they’re develop-
ing a culture here.”

While at Salem Josh was instru-
mental in starting the Salem Sabres 
travel team, which has been suc-
cessful in training both girls and 
boys from the ground up. 

“We have lots of Glenvar kids 
in the Salem Sabres,” said Jones. 
“And other clubs, too.”

Josh is in the process of filling 
out his staff, and he’s added two 
coaches from the Sabres, Logan 
Boyd and Luke MacBrien. He 
retained Andy Clapper, who was 
with Glenvar for the past two 
years.

“I’m excited,” said Jones, who 
is a substitute teacher at Salem 
and Roanoke County and also 
works with youth at Bethel Baptist 
church in Salem. “Last year they 
had 14 seniors who didn’t get to 
play, but we’ll have some tal-
ent returning and I’m excited to 
get started. Today(Monday) is our 
first day of strength conditioning 
and we’re looking forward to a 
good season.”

William Byrd graduate Josh Jones named boys soccer coach at Glenvar

JOSH JONES PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

BROWNS GUARD PLAYED FOR  TECH
continued from page 10

The Old Dominion Athletic Conference (ODAC) 
Presidents Council has endorsed a conference policy 
that will prohibit spectators at any ODAC indoor 
athletic event for the upcoming seasons. Basketball 
games are scheduled to be played beginning January 
23.

This decision affects all conference indoor sports 
including basketball, indoor track & field, swimming 
and volleyball. ODAC leadership will continue to 
monitor the landscape surrounding the pandemic. 

The Roanoke College men’s basketball team is 
scheduled to open at home on Saturday, January 23, 
against Hampden-Sydney and the Maroons are also 
home against Ferrum on January 28. The women will 
open on the road at Randolph on January 26 with their 
home debut on Sunday, January 31.

The Roanoke College swim team is scheduled to 
have a meet this Saturday, January 16. It will be at 
Liberty University in Lynchburg and RC will swim 
against the host Flames and Lynchburg University.

No fans allowed 
when ODAC sports 
begin January 23

Above left, Wyatt Teller proposes to Carly Whiting and, below right, the video board at Cleveland’s 
FirstEngery Stadium congratulates the couple. Above, Teller was a standout for Virginia Tech and, left, 
he blocks for Browns quarterback Baker Mayfield. PHOTOS SUBMITTED AND BY VT AND CLEVELAND BROWNS
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Sports are back at William Byrd 
High School, but don’t be calling the 
school for tickets. No fans will be 
allowed for indoor winter sports.

The Roanoke County School Board 
voted to allow sports to return last 

week, but only after teams had at least 
eight days to practice. That time has 
passed and both the William Byrd boys 
and girls basketball teams will open 
this Friday.

County teams may only play each 

other during the regular season, so Byrd 
competition will be limited to Cave 
Spring, Hidden Valley, Northside and 
Glenvar. The basketball teams open 
with Glenvar on Friday, with the girls 
at home and the boys at Glenvar.

“Things have been going well and 
it’s been awesome to get back to prac-
ticing full,” said Byrd boys coach Josh 
Cunningham. “This is a fun group to 
coach.”

Girls coach Brad Greenway is recov-
ering from a case of COVID-19 as he 
prepares to put his team on the court in 
Vinton Friday. He’s feeling better, save 
for some lingering side effects, but is 
good to go.

“Practice has been a bit of a roller-
coaster,” said Greenway. “You’re try-
ing to balance the workload for your 
players. You don’t want to give them 
too much mentally or physically with 
the short lead up to your first game, but 
then you also don’t want to send them 
out for a game unprepared, either.  So, 
we are doing the best we can as coaches 
to find that perfect line. The girls have 
done a really good job handling what 
we’ve asked them to do and they’ve 
been great with all the oddities and 
they haven’t complained a bit about 
any of it.”

Byrd has two seniors, Cabria Mutz 
and Amna Becirevic, and for a while it 
looked like their season would be lost.

“I couldn’t be happier for our two 
seniors, that they get a chance to play 

one more time before it’s over for 
them,” said Greenway. “For a long time 
it wasn’t looking good in that regard.  I 
would like to send a ‘thank you’ out on 
behalf of our team to our school board 
for voting to allow this season to hap-
pen, to Roanoke County’s central office 
for putting this all together, and to our 
own William Byrd High School admin-
istration for pulling it all together at the 
school level to give these kids a chance 
to play this year. It’s taken a lot from 
everyone involved and we are looking 
forward to the opportunity we have in 
front of us.”

Wrestling is a tough sport to social 
distance, but none the less the Terriers 
are scheduled to return to the mats next 
Tuesday, January 19, against Glenvar. 

“We have had split practices before 
and after school to try to cut down on 
exposures,” said Big Orange coach 
Thomas Kessler.  “Our kids are excited 
and ready to get going out on the mats.”

The Byrd swim team is back in 
action Monday with an 8 pm meet 
against Glenvar and Cave Spring at the 
Gator Center in Roanoke. Byrd will 
swim Hidden Valley, also at the Gator 
Center, on Wednesday the 20th at the 
same time.

Finally, the indoor track team is hop-
ing to have a meet this Saturday, only 
outdoors. Glenvar and Cave Spring 
are scheduled to compete at Patterson 
Stadium with the high temperature pre-
dicted to be 42 degrees.

William Byrd sports return on Friday with basketball games
Terriers will play Glenvar but no fans are allowed at the games

Byrd girls basketball coach Brad Greenway will be on the bench Friday after 
recovering from a case of COVID-19. MESSENGER FILE PHOTO

Brian Hoff man

Former Hokie standout Teller helps Browns to 
playoff win weeks after proposing to CC girl

Cleveland Browns guard Wyatt Teller proposed to Craig County High graduate Carly 
Whiting on the 50 yard line at Cleveland’s FirstEnergy Stadium. SUBMITTED PHOTO

The past year was a terrible year for many, but Craig County native Carly 
Whiting and former Virginia Tech football standout Wyatt Teller will have 
some good memories of 2020. Whiting and Teller got engaged on the Cleveland 
Browns football field on December 21st, and Teller helped lead the Browns to 
their best season in 26 years.

“We’re so excited, he proposed to me in the coolest way,” said Whiting, a 2009 
graduate of Craig County High School. Carly’s mom, Melissa, is the principal at 
Craig County High and her dad, Bud, is a well-known figure in the county as well. 

With Teller playing for the Browns, the video of the proposal was shown 
on ESPN as Wyatt proposed on the fifty yard line of FirstEnergy Stadium in 
Cleveland. Carly had suspected something was up when Teller had asked for her 
ring size not long before the proposal.

“We had talked about our future, but I thought something might happen after 
the season,” said Whiting. “I was getting ready to come back to Virginia for 
Christmas and he had a half day of practice on that Monday. We were on our way 
to a Christmas party and I almost wore a ‘Santa Baby’ sweater. I’m glad I didn’t.”

The Browns practice facility is about a 20 minute drive from the stadium. 
Wyatt told Carly he left something at the stadium and had to drive there to pick 
it up.

“It was super believable,” she said. “He’s somewhat hyper and he’s done that 
before. He told me the security guard at the stadium only had a certain window 
when he could let him in and we had to be there at that time. That’s happened 
before.”

The security guard let them in, but Teller then escorted Carly to the field. They 
walked to midfield, arm in arm, as the fan vision played a video that Carly’s older 
sister, Rachel, had made for the occasion. Rachel is also a Craig County graduate 
who is now a lawyer in Roanoke. When they got to midfield Teller got down on 
one knee and proposed. An obviously emotional Carly quickly accepted.

“Honestly, my reaction was so genuine,” said Whiting, who could be seen hop-
ping up and down with joy on the video.

And that was another win for the Browns, who have now added Carly to the 
official family. She’s been attending all the home games and some of the road 
games when the coronavirus pandemic guidelines allow. For the games Carly 

           continued on page 9




