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By Vinton Mayor Brad Grose
Th ank you for the opportu-

nity to express my opinion and 
concerns about moving the local 
elections from May to Novem-
ber. My perspective is based upon 
the 21 years that I have served as 
an elected offi  cial in the wonder-
ful Town of Vinton.

By many measures, we have 
experienced tremendous success 
in the Town of Vinton, especially 
over the past few years. We have 
been blessed with growth and im-
provements in many areas of our 
town. Th ere are many reasons for 
our recent progress including the 
blessings of God, a powerful pro-
fessional staff , supportive citizens, 
and a Town Council that works 
well as a team. As individuals, we 
do not always agree, but all of us 
want, as we often say, “whatever 
is best for the town.”

 During my tenure as part of 
Town Council, it has been com-
pletely void of partisan politics. 
I fear that moving the elections 
to November would introduce 
partisan politics into the Town 
Council that could prove very 
harmful to the current coopera-
tive atmosphere. I believe there 
would be an unavoidable associa-
tion with political parties.

I am further convinced that 
many highly qualifi ed, passion-

ate individuals would not run 
for Town Council if the elections 
were held in November. Some 
awesome people simply want to 
serve their community by sharing 
their God-given talents to make 
this a better place to live, not for 
political recognition. It is that 
simple!

Th e May elections allow our 
citizens to become familiar with 
the local candidates and the local 
issues. If the elections are held in 
November, the state and nation-
al issues and candidates would 
surely consume the attention 
and interest of the media and 
thus the voters. Can you imag-
ine any local issue such as refuse 
collection or street conditions 
trying to compete with national 
issues such as abortion or na-
tional defense? Th e local issues, 
although highly impactful upon 
our everyday lives, would simply 
disappear.

Th e COVID-19 pandemic 
had an enormously negative 
impact upon the most recent 
local election in May 2020. 
Many elements of running for 
Town Council such as meeting 
with the citizens, knocking on 
doors, or placing yard signs (all 
of which I love) simply could 
not occur. Usually, candidates 
can be seen and easily contacted 

for their opinions and answers to 
questions about local neighbor-
hood issues. I submit that with 
November elections, the ques-
tions would concern state and 
national issues, not local.

Th ere is also a great amount 
of tradition in having local elec-
tions. I believe that many of our 
citizens enjoy the May elections 
and all the attention it brings to 
our town and local situations. 
Many of our citizens enjoy the 
fact that they know the candi-
dates personally and consider 
them to be friends with common 
interests.

Finally, I believe that local 
elections are representative of 
how government should work 
in our country; the smaller, the 
better! I believe that countless 
problems exist in our nation 
because many of our citizens 
feel that their voice is not being 
heard. Th ey are correct. Moving 
the elections from May to No-
vember would further dilute the 
individual voices of our citizens. 
Instead of a local vote being one 
of hundreds, it would be one in 
thousands. May elections are an 
important part of our American 
tradition that should not be tak-
en from us. I hope we will con-
tinue to have May elections “In 
Vinton.”

Vinton Town Council 
May elections could be 
moving to November

Last week, members of 
Virginia Senate narrowly 
passed SB 1157 which says, 
in part, that “beginning 
with any election held af-
ter January 1, 2022, elec-
tions for mayor, members 
of a local governing body, 
or members of an elected 
school board shall be held 
at the time of the Novem-
ber general election for 
terms to commence Janu-
ary 1.” The bill advances 
to the House of Delegates 
and, if it passes there, needs 
a signature from the gover-
nor.

The bill goes on to state, 
“Mayors and members of 
a council or school board 
who were elected at a May 
general election and whose 
terms are to expire as of 
June 30 shall continue in 
office until their successors 
have been elected at the 
November general election 
and have been qualified to 
serve.”

In the Town of Vinton, 
mandated by the Town’s 
Charter, the mayor and 
four Town Council mem-
bers are elected in May and 
take office on July 1, serv-
ing four-year terms. The 
mayor and two council 
members were elected in 
May 2020. The other two 
council seats come up for 
election in May 2022.

If the bill became law, 
it would override election 
dates currently set by exist-
ing city and town charters.

SB 1157 was proposed 
by Senator Lionell Spruill 
of Chesapeake, who con-
tends that May elections 
result in substantially lower 
voter turnouts.

Vinton’s representa-
tive to the Senate, Senator 
David Suetterlein, voted 
against the bill. 

“Vinton council elec-
tions should be focused 
on issues facing Vinton,” 
Suetterlein stated. “They 
deserve their own attention 
away from the big spend-
ing, federal November elec-
tions.”

That is the stance of 
Vinton Mayor Brad Grose, 
Vice Mayor Sabrina Mc-
Carty, and Councilwoman 
Laurie Mullins.

“May elections are im-
portant,” said Mayor Grose, 
who has served on Vinton 
Town Council since 2000. 
“They allow people to run 
who do not want to be part 
of the November hoopla.”

“I am not in favor of 
moving May elections to 

November,” McCarty said. 
“I feel that May is the best 
time for Town of Vinton 
election. It allows the com-
munity to truly focus on 
what they want for their 
local government and vote 
for the best representative, 
without being consumed 
with distractions from po-
litical views that occur dur-
ing November.” 

“I would prefer the elec-
tions stay in May,” said 
Mullins. “Local govern-
ments and their officials 
should be distanced from 
politics in my opinion. 
Most of the Washington 
or Richmond back and 
forth and party lines have 
no place in our town. We 
run as independents and 
stay that way when we are 
considering what is best for 
Vinton and our citizens. I 
feel like candidates would 
get lost or overshadowed 
if they’re on a ballot with 
state or national big names. 
The focus should be on 
local candidates because 
that’s where the change 
starts.”

Former Vinton Vice 
Mayor Wes Nance, now the 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
in Bedford County, said, 
“I was disappointed to hear 
about the movement to 
push all local elections to 
November.   I think it will 
have a profound, and over-
all negative impact on local 
races, such as for Vinton 
Town Council.   Although 
candidates for council have 
always had political affili-
ations, opinions, and pref-
erences, I think the Spring 
elections allowed  for can-
didates to focus on local 
issues as opposed to the 
platforms of the national 
parties.  If the legislation 
passes, I’m afraid that local 
issues will take a back seat 
to where candidates  stand 
in relation to statewide or 
nationwide  issues and can-
didates.

“I also fear that local rac-
es will be drowned out by 
the din coming from larger 
races that spend much more 
money than local candi-
dates ever could.  I believe 
it is inevitable that local 
races will be overwhelmed 
by the campaign  machines 
of statewide or national 
races.  They will have to 
attach themselves to such 
narratives  or risk being 
completely ignored.  Media 
attention, except for local 
newspapers such as The 
Messenger, will ignore the 
local races and focus on the 

Mayor supports May elections

Vinton Moose celebrates 60 years of service
By Debbie Adams
Several years ago, Dr. Jes-

sica McClung, then Supervisor 
of Special Education for Roa-
noke County Schools, received a 
phone call “out of the blue” from 
Clark Crawley, administrator of 
the Vinton Moose Lodge. He 
was calling to ask how the Moose 
could help the Special Education 
students in Roanoke County. 
McClung said she was somewhat 
taken aback by his call at fi rst, 
but, during the conversation, 
they arranged a “Breakfast with 
Santa” for children with disabili-
ties in grades preschool through 
high school in the banquet hall 
at the Moose Lodge.

“When we got to the Moose 
Lodge, they had it set up as if the 

kids were princes and princesses, 
and treated them like royalty,” 
McClung shared. “Santa came 
on the fi re truck. Th e Moose had 
built a sleigh for photos for the 
kids with Santa. Th e Vinton Po-
lice Department attended. It was 
magical.

“Th e Moose members took 
care of everything. Th ey cooked; 
they served; they even provided 
breakfast for the bus drivers 
who transported us. Th e kids, 
their parents, and teachers, and 
tons of kind people from the 
Moose Lodge fi lled up the ban-
quet room. We found out there 
is never any stress working with 
Clark and the Moose. Th ey are 
phenomenal.”

McClung is not the only one 

who has received those calls. 
Countless organizations have 
been invited in.

According to Angie Chewn-
ing, executive director of the 
Vinton Area Chamber of Com-
merce, “Th e men and women 
in the Moose work diligently to 
seek out the needs of other or-
ganizations and support them in 
any way they can.”

Th e Vinton Moose Family 
Center No. 1121 was chartered 
on January 3, 1961 and this year 
celebrates its 60th anniversary.

What is known as Moose In-
ternational was founded in 1888 
by Dr. Henry Wilson, who es-
tablished the fi rst lodge in Lou-

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Vinton Moose Lodge partnered with the Vinton Area Chamber of Commerce and the Town of 
Vinton for the Santa Claus Crawl through the neighborhoods of Vinton when the Christmas parade 
was cancelled due to COVID-19 in 2020.

See Moose page 5

See Town Council, page 6

Joe Goodpies plans to open February 3
Joe Goodpies restaurant at 

Vinyard Station has modified 
its schedule and now plans an 
official opening for the public 
on Wednesday, Feb. 3.

Owner Jack Winston, de-
veloper Dale Wilkinson, 
and general contractor Greg 
Rhodes have scheduled a “soft 
opening” for invited guests 
on February 1.

Joe Goodpies is located 
at the corner of Washington 
Avenue and Pollard Street 
in downtown Vinton in the 
iconic Vinton Motors build-
ing. Vinton Motors was in 
business for 77 years.

Operating hours will be 
normal restaurant hours from 
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. weekdays 
and 11 p.m. on weekends.

Winston is the owner of 
Jersey Lily’s Roadhouse Grill 
on Orange Avenue and Jersey 
Lily’s in Salem.

The Vinton Area Cham-
ber of Commerce will be 
hosting a ribbon-cutting for 
Joe Goodpies in the coming 
weeks. 

According to Vinton Town 
Manager Pete Peters, the 
Town of Vinton will host a 
separate ribbon-cutting for 
the entire Vinyard Station 

Complex later in the spring, 
possibly in April, inviting 
members of Town Council, 
the Roanoke County Board 
of Supervisors, the Roanoke 
County and Town of Vinton 
administrations, and the de-
velopers to celebrate the proj-
ect and recognize all those 
who have made contributions 
to a successful completion of 
the project.

There will be speeches by 
council and board members, 
tours of the property, and rec-
ognition of partners and busi-
nesses who participated in 
making the project a reality.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Warm-blooded verte-
brates
 8. Semitic peoples
13. Supervise
14. Historical German 
territory
15. Sweat
19. The Wolverine State
20. China
21. Violent disturbances
22. A way to commemo-
rate the dead
23. Midway between east 
and southeast
24. Bird genus
25. Trim
26. Disparaged
30. More coherent
31. Abnormal rattling 
sounds
32. Healthy appetizers

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

33. Partner to “shocked”
34. French pianist Pascal
35. Jokes
38. Marks to omit print
39. Tall
40. Coverage
44. “A Death in the Fam-
ily” author
45. Role of highlights
46. Fixed-radio access
47. Partly digested food
48. “Lamb Chop” pup-
peteer Lewis
49. In support of
50. Aluminum
51. Reduction in value 
over time
55. Running events
57. Portuguese region
58. Slovenly women
59. Strongly criticized

CLUES DOWN
 1. Wiped up
 2. Opposed to
 3. Macon, GA, university
 4. Wife
 5. Small viper
 6. Polynesia garland of flowers
 7. Saw-like
 8. Maltese-Italian composer 
Girolamo
 9. Moved faster than walking
10. Commercial
11. Covered with mud
12. Marksmen
16. Buenos __ 
17. Tailless amphibian
18. Belonging to a thing
22. Mars crater
25. Most fair
27. Citrus fruit
28. Awkward
29. Brews

30. Beloved late broadcaster 
Craig
32. All alone
34. Copies
35. Poster
36. Symmetrical
37. Grew older
38. Makes tractors
40. Not the front
41. State as fact
42. Long, narrow cut
43. Worked hard for
45. Indicates position in a 
box score
48. Tax
51. “Lookout Weekend” 
singer Debbie
52. Unhealthy
53. Imam name __ Khan
54. A woolen cap of Scottish 
origin (abbr.)
56. The Golden State

Virginia limits vaccine supply to population size
After a troubled roll out of 

the COVID-19 vaccine, Virginia 
health offi  cials announced its 
limited supply will now be di-
vided based on the population of 
the region.

During a telephone press con-
ference last week, Dr. Danny 
Avula, Richmond City and Hen-
rico County Health Department 
director, said local health depart-
ments will soon receive informa-
tion on how much of the state’s 
105,000 doses they are receiving 
on a weekly basis, but those dos-
es must be shared with medical 
providers, pharmacies and hos-
pitals.

Dr. Avula said the challenge of 
this new system is localities that 
receive only a couple thousands 
doses each week and must share 
them with a host of other medi-
cal institutes.

“How do you do that in a way 
that even comes close to meet-
ing the demand,” he asked. “Th e 
answer is you don’t. And under-
standably that has led to a great 
deal of confusion and frustration 
on the part of the public.”

Prior to the new system, Vir-
ginia’s Department of Health 
was giving out doses requested 
by health systems and health dis-
tricts when those vaccines were 
limited to health care workers. 

However, when the state expand-
ed its pool of people available for 
vaccination and increased the 
numbers of Virginians available 
for Phase 1b, which includes 
about 50 percent of Virginia’s 
population, orders were coming 
in for three times as many doses 
as the state could handle.

Critics of the state’s handling 
of the vaccination program claim 
the state is not being transparent 
in its doses accounting and that 
its COVID-19 website lacks how 
many doses have been shipped 
and how many injections were 
administered. Under pressure, 
the state Health Department re-
leased limited information about 
doses administered by fi ve health 
regions, but not how many doses 
were shipped to those regions.

Some regions are reporting 
they received no doses to give 
patients, mainly in rural areas. 
Local health offi  cials in rural ar-
eas have told media outlets the 
distribution should be based on 
COVID positivity rates, which 
are extremely high in rural areas. 

During the conference call, 
Dr. Avula said there are hiccups 
in the system, but health offi  cials 
think the most “equitable way” 
is to release doses based on a re-
gion’s population.

If additional doses become 

available, the state health depart-
ment would consider expanding 
the vaccine to localities with a 
population of older and vulner-
able people.

While Dr. Avula is pleased 
with the new Biden Administra-
tion plans to arm jab 100 million 
doses in people during the fi rst 
100 days, he warned that will not 
start until the end of February. 
And, he added, Virginia is not 
expected to see a jump in doses.

Approximately 40 percent of 
the 420,000 COVID deaths in 
the U.S. were nursing home resi-
dents. 

In a recent opinion piece pub-
lished by Th e Virginia Mercury, 
Tinglong Dai, a professor of op-
erations management and busi-
ness analytics at John Hopkins 
University, compared Virginia’s 
rollout to neighboring West Vir-
ginia, which leads the nation in 
nursing home COVID vaccina-
tions.

Dai contents Th e Mountain 
State opted out of a federal part-
nership that depends on two 
giant chain pharmacies – Wal-
greens and CVS – to adminis-
ter vaccines to nursing homes, 
whereas West Virginia relies on 
both chain and local pharmacies.

“Th e big diff erence is in the 
numbers,” he writes. “Under 

the federal partnership, CVS 
planned to have about 1,000 of 
its pharmacies as vaccine hubs to 
serve some 25,000 nursing home 
facilities across the nation…. 
Similarly, a Walgreens offi  cial 
said his company would have 
800 to 1,000 Walgreens pharma-
cies to serve as a hub for about 
23,000 nursing home facilities.”

In West Virginia, state health 
offi  cials decided to mobilize in-
dependent and chair pharmacies 
alike, rather than rely on the two 
giants. More than 250 pharma-
cies off ered to help vaccinate 
residents and workers in 214 
nursing homes. “In other words, 
each nursing home on average is 
served by more than one phar-
macy,” he wrote.

Dr. Cynthia Morrow, director 
of the Roanoke City and Allegh-
any Highlands Health District, 
(RCAHD), shared the following 
statistics in her weekly briefi ng. 
As of January 26, 2021, Roanoke 
County had 257 active COVID 
cases for a total of 6,110 cumula-
tive cases. Th e county’s death to-
tal from COVID is 73.  Howev-
er, health offi  cials said the death 
count is based on death certifi -
cates being released to them and 
that can take four to six weeks. 

According to Dr. Morrow, 
1,950 fi rst doses were received by 

the RCAHD in the week ending 
on January 22 and 2,300 were 
distributed. (Vaccine received/
used is the number of vials x 
advertised doses/ vial. For Mod-
erna, there are 10 doses/ vial, for 
Pfi zer, 5 doses/ vial. Th e actual 
total number of people vaccinat-
ed exceeds the number of doses 
by vial because it is common to 
get an extra-dose out of the vi-
als). A total of 5,280 doses have 
been distributed out of 5,950 re-
ceived, not including 350 doses 
to pharmacies. In addition, over 
6,000 doses were administered 
through partnership clinics with 
Carilion Clinic from Friday, Jan. 
22, through Sunday, Jan. 24.

Dr. Morrow also issued the fol-
lowing statement along with her 
weekly update, “Unfortunately, 
those trying to take advantage of 
others don’t take a break during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
are getting reports that people in 
our area are getting emails from 
companies stating they will help 
with vaccine appointments. Th is 
is not true. Th e only messaging 
regarding vaccines at this time 
will be coming from the Roanoke 
City Alleghany Health District, 
PrepMod or VAMS registration 
services. Please be mindful of the 
links that you click in regards to 
the COVID-19 vaccine.”

Roanoke County Schools hold strategic planning session

Th e Roanoke County 
School Board met in a 
strategic planning session 
on January 21 to discuss 
school construction cost 
estimates involving W.E. 
Cundiff  and Glen Cove El-
ementary Schools and the 
Burton Center for Arts and 
Technology (BCAT). W.E. 
Cundiff  is located on Hardy 
Road in Vinton.

Th e School Board would 
like to begin construction on 
a brand new BCAT in 2023 
and the two elementary 
schools in 2024. Th e board 
intends to ask the Roanoke 
County Board of Supervi-
sors for more funding for 
these projects.

Chairman Don Butzer 
has previously implored the 
Board of Supervisors to fund 
and advance the construc-

tion schedule for many of 
the antiquated schools in the 
county, which were built de-
cades ago and are not sched-
uled for renovations for de-
cades to come.

Before the pandemic 
struck, the Board of Super-
visors had agreed to increase 
its annual debt issue from 
$10 million to $12 million 
to speed things along. Fund-
ing is designated for the 
schools in two out of three 
years of the funding cycle. In 
their strategic planning ses-
sion in January 2020, Butzer 
favored a 15-15-15 funding 
formula.

Estimates for replacing 
BCAT with a new building 
total approximately $50.8 
million. Th e new school 
would be located near the 
RCPS Central Administra-
tion building off  of Cove 
Road. It is currently located 
in Salem. 

School Board members 
have long discussed the dras-
tic need for the replacement 
of BCAT, “a hidden gem,” 
which serves students from 
all fi ve county high schools 
in Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs. 
Students attend BCAT for 
part of their day and then 
return to their home schools 
for the remainder of their 
classes.

Th e current campus in-
cludes three buildings all of 
which are outdated, built 
in the 1960s and ’70s. To a 
great extent because of space 
limitations, BCAT is unable 
to accept all of those students 
who apply each year. (Some 
classes are limited by OSHA 
regulations of no more than 
20 students in a class during 
any given time. Other classes 
have caps set at 30 students.)

In February 2020, 924 
students were enrolled at 

BCAT; 234 of those were 
from William Byrd High 
School. 

Building A at BCAT, 
built in 1966, originally of-
fered academic and voca-
tional programs including 
cosmetology, vocational of-
fi ce training, drafting, typ-
ing, data processing, and 
library. Currently, Building 
A houses the Center for Vi-
sual Arts and in addition of-
fers classes in Cosmetology, 
Nursing, Early Childhood 
Education, STEP, SWAP, 
Project Discovery, Game 
Design, Cybersecurity, AS-
TEP, and the Center for En-
gineering Math classes.

Building B at BCAT, 
built in 1979, originally 
off ered academic courses, 
along with Drafting, Com-
mercial Art, Electronics, 
Electricity, Auto Mechanics, 
Horticulture, and Cafeteria 
and Kitchen. Classes cur-
rently off ered include: Cafe-
torium, Culinary Arts, Eng-
lish Language Learners on 
the middle and high school 
levels, the Individual Stu-
dent Alternative Education 
Program (ISAEP), Auto Ser-
vice Technology, Welding, 
Motorsports, Emergency 
Medical Technician, along 
with housing the Center for 
Mass Communications and 
the Center for Performing 
Arts.

Building C, built in 1964, 
originally off ered classes in 
Auto Body, Carpentry, Ma-
chine Shop, Masonry, Prac-
tical Nursing, and Data Pro-
cessing. Current programs 
include Computer Informa-
tion Technology, Criminal 
Justice, Masonry, Building 
Trades, and Mechatronics/
Robotics, along with hous-
ing the Center for Engineer-
ing. 

According to a presen-
tation by BCAT Principal 
Christian Kish and Direc-
tor of Career and Technical 
Education Jason Suhr, the 
center, originally named 
Roanoke County Education 
Center when it opened in 
1962, has evolved through-
out the years, changing with 
the needs of the labor mar-
ket.

Over the last 50 years, 
only Cosmetology and Ma-
sonry have remained in the 
same locations on campus 
and kept the same program 

names. Other programs 
have evolved. For example, 
Carpentry has morphed into 
Building Trades, Practical 
Nursing was eliminated and 
recently returned as Intro-
duction to Nursing Careers 
as the demand for health 
care workers has increased in 
the Roanoke Valley. 

Since the auto industry 
has increasingly shifted to-
ward utilizing computer 
technology, the Auto Body 
and Auto Repair program 
has given way to Automo-
tive Service Technology. 

As industry has modern-
ized, so has the machining 
program; therefore, what 
was formerly the Machine 
Shop is now the Mechatron-
ics/Robotics lab. 

Some of the facilities cur-
rently being used as instruc-
tional spaces at BCAT were 
never meant for their cur-
rent purpose. 

For example: 
• Th e current dance stu-

dio was formerly an elec-
tronics classroom. 

• Th e “black box” acting 
classroom was previously the 
drafting classroom. 

• Both the dance stu-
dio and the black box have 
painted over garage doors 
that cannot be opened as 
one of their walls.

 • What is currently the 
Center for Engineering used 
to be the learning space for 
the Small Engines program. 

• Th e room that houses 
the Center for Visual Arts 
III and IV used to be the 
Library.

• Th e room that used to 
contain the LPN program 
now is the classroom for 
Center for Visual Arts I and 
II.

• Recently, the Horticul-
ture program was phased 
out in favor of adding an 
Emergency Medical Techni-
cian program.

Th e current BCAT facil-
ity has several insurmount-
able shortcomings: most of 
the campus is located in a 
fl ood plain making major 
renovations to the existing 
buildings impossible; several 
classrooms have abandoned 
garage doors as exterior 
walls; the restroom facilities 
are inadequate and some 
lack basic privacy expecta-
tions; the intercom system 
does not eff ectively reach all 

programs, particularly pro-
grams like Automotive and 
Welding where the shop 
areas can get noisy; there is 
no on-site facility conducive 
for public performances for 
the arts programs; electrical 
panels are at capacity in sev-
eral areas; circuit breakers are 
often located in diff erent ar-
eas of the building than the 
equipment they control.

Th e School Board be-
lieves that “a new facil-
ity would demonstrate Roa-
noke County’s commitment 
to providing a highly skilled, 
trained workforce to existing 
and potential businesses.”

As for the two elemen-
tary schools under discus-
sion, the cost to replace 
W.E. Cundiff  is estimated 
at $23.9 million, and Glen 
Cove, $20.9 million. Glen 
Cove was built in 1971, 
Cundiff  in 1972.

Originally, the plan was 
to renovate Cundiff , but 
upon further examination 
of the project, the build-
ing would be completely 
replaced. Glen Cove and 
Cundiff  both were built us-
ing the outdated open pod 
classroom design. Open 
pod classrooms present an 
instructional challenge for 
teachers and students. Se-
curity concerns are another 
main problem encountered 
with open pod classrooms.

Th e cost to renovate 
is estimated at $220 per 
square foot; the cost for 
new construction is esti-
mated at $250 per square 
foot. Given the “relatively 
small diff erences in cost,” 
School Superintendent Dr. 
Ken Nicely said that new 
schools would be preferable 
to renovated ones.

New construction would 
allow students to remain 
in their schools while the 
new ones are being built, 
rather than moving into 
trailers, which add to con-
struction costs signifi cantly. 
W.E. Cundiff  is situated on 
a large parcel of land that 
would allow the new school 
to be constructed in close 
proximity to the current 
building. 

William Byrd High 
School is scheduled for ex-
tensive renovations begin-
ning this spring at a cost of 
$23.3 million, with com-
pletion planned for 2022. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF RCPS
The Burton Center for Arts and Technology (BCAT) was built in the 1960s and ’70s. 
The School Board hopes to replace the antiquated building as soon as funding  is 
available.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Roanoke County School Board discussed construction plans for W.E. Cundiff 
Elementary at its strategic planning session on January 21.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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By the Rev. Travis Russell, 
Vinton Baptist Church

Dietrich Bonhoeff er is one of 
the greatest Christian martyrs of 
the 20th century. Bonhoeff er was 
a Lutheran pastor, scholar, and 
theologian during Nazi Germany 
who opposed Hitler and publicly 
encouraged all Christians to de-
nounce Nazism. 

He was one of the found-
ing members of the Confess-
ing Church, which condemned 
government-sponsored eff orts 
to unify all Protestant churches 
into a single pro-Nazi Protestant 
Reich Church. In April of 1943, 
Bonhoeff er was arrested and im-
prisoned by the Gestapo. Two 
years later, he was falsely accused 
of trying to assassinate Hitler and 
executed for a crime he did not 
commit.

During his incarceration, he 
wrote letters that were smuggled 
out of prison by some of his sup-

porters and posthumously pub-
lished in a book entitled “Letters 
and Papers from Prison.” Out of 
all of the atrocities Bonhoeff er 
witnessed, he believed one of the 
biggest challenges facing Christ-
followers in the modern era was 
a tendency to relegate God to the 
“gaps” of life. 

In one of his letters from pris-
on, he wrote: “God is often used 
as a ‘stopgap’ for the incomplete-
ness of our knowledge. If, in fact, 
the frontiers of knowledge are 
being pushed further and further 
back (and that is bound to be the 
case), then God is being pushed 
back with them, and is therefore 
continually in retreat. We are to 
fi nd God in what we know, not 
in what we don’t know.”

Bonhoeff er was concerned 
that due to modern advances, 
turning to God was becoming 
a last resort (i.e. a “stopgap”) 
for people of faith. When there 
was a “gap” between what could 
not be explained scientifi cally or 
managed technologically, only 
then was God called upon to in-

tervene. Moses had a similar con-
cern as the Israelites were prepar-
ing to enter the land of Canaan. 

He said to them: “When you 
have eaten your fi ll and have built 
fi ne houses and live in them, and 
when your herds and fl ocks have 
multiplied, and your silver and 
gold is multiplied, and all that 
you have is multiplied,  then do 
not exalt yourself, forgetting 
the Lord your God (Deuterono-
my 8:12-14a).” 

Moses feared that rather 
than  “living by every word 
that comes from the mouth of 
God” as they had in the wilder-
ness, the people of Israel would 
soon begin to call upon God as 
a last resort. When there was a 
“gap” between what the Prom-
ised Land did not supply and 
their resources could not pro-
vide, only then would they turn 
to God as they had in the desert.

By defi nition, a stopgap is 
“something added to augment 
weight or size or fi ll space”; it is 
“something that fi lls the place 
of something else that is lack-

ing.” A stopgap is a temporary 
substitute—a backup, standby, 
or stand-in. 

According to Moses, our 
strength and ability to overcome 
life’s obstacles are not accom-
plished merely through God’s 
ability to come behind us and 
fi ll in the gaps, but rather his 
willingness to go before us. As 
Joshua was about to lead the 
people of Israel into the Prom-
ised Land, Moses said to him: 
“Be strong and bold . . . [For] it 
is the Lord who goes before you. 
He will be with you; he will not 
fail you or forsake you. Do not 
fear or be dismayed (Deuterono-
my 31:7-8).”

Moses called upon the people 
of Israel to turn to God in plenty 
and in want, in healing and in 
suff ering, in understanding and 
in confusion, in success and in 
failure. 

Bonhoeff er challenged Chris-
tians to seek God in what is 
known and unknown, in life’s 
advances and setbacks, in prog-
ress and in recession. 

Both of these incredible lead-
ers of faith wanted God’s people 
to be reminded that God is our 
solution, not our substitute. 

Rather than a stopgap—
something added to our lives 
wherever there is space; a tem-
porary supplement for the 
“gaps” in our knowledge and 
resources—”he is the Alpha and 
the Omega, the fi rst and the last, 
the beginning and the end (Rev-
elation 22:13).”

In Christ we fi nd the one 
who “was in the beginning with 
God.  All things came into being 
through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people (John 1:2-4).” 

Rather than a backup for 
life that comes behind us, Jesus 
is the creator of life that goes 
before us. Rather than a provi-
sional stand-in when life is dark, 
Jesus is the “light of life” itself.

How might we strive for the 
fullness of God this day, rather 
than settling for a mere stopgap?

Cam Contracting, 
LLC

Alan McNutt, Owner
540-204-0004 (Cell)

camcontracting1@gmail.com
Troutville, VA  24175

Class A Contractor # 038878A

Replacement 
Windows

Owner Installed 

No Subcontractors

Over 40 years of 
experience in window repair 

and installation!

From the Pulpit

A Stopgap

Latinas Network and Gauntlet partner to 
help women and minority entrepreneurs

On Friday, January 22, 
Latinas Network part-
nered with the Gauntlet 
to sponsor a member of 
Latinas Network, Ivana 
Savany, with full tuition 
to the Seventh Annual 
Gauntlet Business Pro-
gram & Competition. 
Th e presentation was 
made at the Vinton War 
Memorial.

“I couldn’t be more 
thankful for the partner-
ing of Latinas Network 
and Th e Gauntlet to have 
chosen me as the recipient 
of the tuition to partici-
pate in this program; this 
is what Latinas Network 
is for,” said Savany. “We 
believe in each other as 
women and business own-
ers alike and it’s that sup-
port that helps us to real-
ize and achieve our goals.” 

Latinas Network, a 
branch of Nuestro Co-
mercio Latino, an online 
platform to highlight 
Latino/Hispanic-owned 
businesses, kicked off  its 
fi rst event in November 
2020. 

Latinas Network’s mis-

sion is to grow business 
and professional oppor-
tunities for women in the 
Roanoke Valley and NRV. 

“I was standing to the 
side watching the room 
and the joy and relief we 
felt to know we are one, 
to know the next desti-
nation, the successes and 
our failures we face will be 
together in sisterhood,” 
said JoJo Friday, president 
of Sisters of Change and 
founding partner of La-
tinas Network. “We had 
the support to encourage 
those who are and always 
were. Th ank you to Th e 
Gauntlet program for be-
ing the cheerleader of our 
dreams and inspiring us to 
lead our future.” 

“Latinas Network 
wants to recognize and 
thank the organizations, 
like Th e Advancement 
Foundation and Th e 
Gauntlet program who 
support minority and 
women professionals,” 
said Kat Pascal, owner of 
Farmburguesa, executive 
director of Latinas Net-
work, and graduate of Th e 

Gauntlet program. “Th is 
partnership and contin-
ued eff orts will help pro-
fessional Latinas continue 
to build exposure and re-
lationships with the com-
munity and generate eco-
nomic growth.” 

Th e Gauntlet is a 10-
week business program 
that begins on February 9 
and is inspiring business 
development, growth, 
and innovation. Th rough 
mentorship and sponsor-
ship, Kat Pascal, found-
er of Latinas Network, 
helped bring a group of 
six Hispanic women en-
trepreneurs through Th e 
Gauntlet Business Pro-
gram and Competition in 
2019. 

Th is program helps 
small business startups 
and current businesses 
develop new strategies for 
growth. 

“Collaborating with 
professional Latina wom-
en is important to me be-
cause we are better, stron-
ger, and smarter when 
we unite together,” said 
Shannon Dominguez, di-

rector of the Gauntlet and 
associate director of La-
tinas Network. “Women 
supporting women cre-
ates stronger communi-
ties and more opportu-
nities to more forward 
as a community. We all 
have strengths and weak-
nesses. Working together 
as a team and putting our 
minds together allows for 
more advancement for ev-

eryone. Th is is exactly why 
a partnership between La-
tinas Network and Th e 
Gauntlet program is easy 
and makes sense.” 

Latinas Network wel-
comes new members 
from the Roanoke, NRV, 
and Lynchburg areas. You 
can fi nd them at Latinas 
Network on Facebook, 
LinkedIn, Twitter and the 
website at www.latinas-

networkva.com. 
Gauntlet applications 

are now open https://
www.TheAdvancement-
Founda t i on .o r g / th e -
Gauntlet.  

For more Information, 
interested entrepreneurs, 
mentors, sponsors, and 
community leaders can 
visit: https://www.Th eAd-
vancementFoundation.
org/the-Gauntlet. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF LATINAS NETWORK
Ivana Savany of the Latinas Network was presented a check to cover tuition for the 
2021 Gauntlet Business Program and Competition that begins on February 9. Shown 
left to right are Savany, Shannon Dominguez, and Kat Pascal.

Eagle Scout project fundraising underway
Jayden Sink, a Life Scout with 

Troop 137 in Troutville and Senior 
Patrol Leader, is working on earn-
ing his Eagle Scout rank, and in 
order to do so, he must complete 
an Eagle Scout Project. 

“I have chosen to build an in-
clusion playground at the church 
where my Troop meets, Troutville 
Church of the Brethren,” said 
Sink.  “Th ings look diff erent this 
year with the COVID-19 pan-
demic which makes traditional 
fundraising eff orts very challeng-
ing.  Because of this, I have been 
allowed to set up a fundraising 
page as a way to fundraise safely 
and with no contact, to hopefully 
diminish health and safety con-
cerns. 

“You may be wondering what 
an inclusion playground is, what 
makes it diff erent from any other 

playground, and why I chose this 
as my project,” Sink commented. 
“I chose this project because my 
younger brother has autism. Every 
day he fi ghts to be included and 
accepted, and many times he is 
turned away or bullied due to not 
always understanding how to act 
in social settings. He has handled 
more disappointment and ridicule 
than I could ever imagine, and he 
has handled it with class, dignity, 
and courage. He is so resilient, 
determined, and brave, but he 
shouldn’t have to be.

“Everyone needs to be, and feel, 
included. Being included in play 
and social situations is necessary. I 
have witnessed how being exclud-
ed and turned away can impact 
feelings, mood, self-esteem, and 
self-acceptance. Even though kids 
may not show it, it hurts. No one 

wants to see a child left out,”  he 
said.

“I feel that regardless of a child’s 
preference or abilities, that there 
are activities for them to engage 
in,” said Sink. “Th ey should not be 
limited to certain types of equip-
ment because of their abilities. In-
stead, the space should be able to 
engage all children and have ample 
opportunities for mixed interac-
tion. An inclusion playground will 
allow children of any ability to 
play and be included. By making 
sure that the playground includes 
elements of play for all, children 
will be able to have fun without 
the segregation or lack of accom-
modation.” 

To make a donation to Jayden’s 
Eagle Scout Project visit: https://
www.gofundme.com/f/inclusion-
playground-eagle-scout-project.

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK

“Maize”, 2yrs old, Spayed female
Maize is one of our longest shelter residents. She loves 
people and playtime! If you need a hiking buddy, Maize 
will surely keep up all the way to the top. Dogs that are 
a similar size make for perfect friends for her.

“Tammy”, 2.5yrs old, Spayed female
Tammy would do best in a home with another dog who 
could teach her to build confidence. She is shy at 
first, but with some love and patience opens up into 
an affectionate pup. 

“Blossom”, 1yr old, Spayed female
Blossom would make for a great house cat. She warms 
up quickly to new people. She is FIV positive, so she 
would need to be kept indoors. 
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William & Mary 
recognizes 
local Dean’s 
List students

Th e following local 
residents were recently 
named to the Dean’s List 
at the College of William 
& Mary for the 2020 fall 
semester:

Haley Cook of Vin-
ton, Elizabeth McDow-
ell of Bedford, and Brian 
Bao, Alexander Blanton, 
James Blanton, Jacob 
Davidick, Bryce Fother-
gill, Mills Harris, Luke 
Jenkusky, Margaret Law-
rence, Sariann Reyes 

Dye, Emma Rogers, and 
Nathan Seidel of Roa-
noke.

In order to achieve 
Dean’s List status, a 
full-time degree seeking 
undergraduate student 
must take at least 12 
credit hours and earn a 
3.6 Quality Point Aver-
age during the semester.     
William & Mary is the 
second oldest institution 
of higher learning in the 
United States.

Shepherd named 
to Dean’s List 
at Palmer College 
of Chiropractic

Brian Shepherd of 
Vinton has been named 
to the 2020 fall quarter 
Dean’s List at Palmer 
College of Chiropractic’s 
Florida campus in Port 
Orange, Fla.

Palmer College of 
Chiropractic,  the fi rst 

and largest college in the 
chiropractic profession, 
has campuses in Dav-
enport, Iowa; San Jose, 
Calif.; and Port Orange. 
Palmer College of Chi-
ropractic was founded in 
Iowa in 1897 by  Daniel 
David Palmer.

Hardy resident earns 
award from WGU

Ashley Burns of Har-
dy has earned an Award 
of Excellence at Western 
Governors University 
College of Health Profes-

sions in Salt Lake City, 
Utah. Th e award is given 
to students who perform 
at a superior level in their 
coursework.

Backpack Run returns to 
Green Hill Park on March 20

Th e Backpack Run, presented 
by the Roanoke County Public 
Schools Education Foundation, is 
back and all new. Th is year’s Back-
pack Run off ers the best of both 
worlds–in-person and virtual races 
for the 5K and 10K distances.  

Th e in-person races will take 
place on March 20 at Green Hill 
Park, starting at 9 a.m. Th e 5K and 
10K races will both begin at the 
same time.   Runners participating 
in an in-person race will be ran-
domly assigned a corral to stagger 
start times. 

Also new this year is a virtual 
half marathon featuring a custom 
fi nisher’s medal and an all-new 

Backpack Challenge–participate 
in all three race events (5K, 10K, 
and half marathon) to earn all three 
individual fi nisher medals and a 
fourth exclusive custom Backpack 
Challenge medal. Challenge run-
ners participate in all three events 
virtually or have the option to sub-
stitute one virtual event for an in-
person race (5K or 10K).

  Registration fees for the 5K 
(virtual and in-person) run $25-
$40. Fees for the 10K (virtual and 
in-person) are $40-$60.   Registra-
tion for the half marathon (virtual 
only) is $65-$80.  Th e Backpack 
Challenge (5K, 10K, and half 
marathon) is $140-$160. Prices 

vary depending on age (student or 
adult) and team participation.

Register for the in-person 5K, 
10K or Backpack Challenge by 
March 1 to guarantee an event T-
shirt on March 20. Finisher medals 
and event T-shirts for virtual events 
will be available for pickup or ship-
ping in late April.  Register at www.
supportroanokecountyed.org.

Proceeds go to support the 
Roanoke County Public Schools 
Education Foundation, a 501©3 
non-profi t organization that, since 
1991, has provided more than $1.5 
million in support including grants 
for teachers and scholarships for 
students in Roanoke County.

Tax fi ling season delayed until February 12
The Internal Revenue Service 

has announced that the nation’s 
tax season will start on Friday, 
Feb. 12, when the tax agency will 
begin accepting and processing 
2020 tax year returns.

The February 12 start date for 
individual tax return filers allows 
the IRS time to do additional 
programming and testing of IRS 
systems following the December 
27 tax law changes that provid-
ed a second round of Economic 
Impact Payments and other ben-
efits.

This programming work is 
critical to ensuring IRS systems 
run smoothly. If the filing season 
was opened without the correct 
programming in place, then there 
could be a delay in issuing re-
funds to taxpayers. These chang-
es ensure that eligible people will 
receive any remaining stimulus 
money as a Recovery Rebate 
Credit when they file their 2020 
tax return.

To speed refunds during the 
pandemic, the IRS urges taxpay-
ers to file electronically with di-
rect deposit as soon as they have 
the information they need. 

People can begin filing their 
tax returns immediately with 
tax software companies, includ-
ing IRS Free File partners. These 
groups are starting to accept tax 
returns now, and the returns will 
be transmitted to the IRS start-
ing February 12.

“Planning for the nation’s fil-
ing season process is a massive 
undertaking, and IRS teams have 
been working non-stop to pre-
pare for this as well as deliver-
ing Economic Impact Payments 
in record time,” said IRS Com-
missioner Chuck Rettig. “Given 
the pandemic, this is one of the 
nation’s most important filing 
seasons ever. This start date will 
ensure that people get their need-
ed tax refunds quickly while also 
making sure they receive any re-
maining stimulus payments they 
are eligible for as quickly as pos-
sible.”

Last year’s average tax refund 
was more than $2,500. More 
than 150 million tax returns are 
expected to be filed this year, 
with the vast majority before the 
Thursday, April 15 deadline.

Under the PATH Act, the IRS 
cannot issue a refund involving 

the Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC) or Additional Child Tax 
Credit (ACTC) before mid-Feb-
ruary. The law provides this ad-
ditional time to help the IRS stop 
fraudulent refunds and claims 
from being issued, including to 
identity thieves.

The IRS anticipates a first week 
of March refund for many EITC 
and ACTC taxpayers if they file 
electronically with direct deposit 
and there are no issues with their 
tax returns. This would be the 
same experience for taxpayers if 
the filing season opened in late 
January. Taxpayers will need to 
check “Where’s My Refund” for 
their personalized refund date.

Overall, the IRS anticipates 
nine out of 10 taxpayers will re-
ceive their refund within 21 days 
of when they file electronically 
with direct deposit if there are no 
issues with their tax return. The 
IRS urges taxpayers and tax pro-
fessionals to file electronically. 
To avoid delays in processing, 
people should avoid filing paper 
returns wherever possible.

To speed refunds and help 
with their tax filing, the IRS urg-
es people to follow these simple 
steps:

• File electronically and use 
direct deposit for the quickest 
refunds.

• Check IRS.gov for the latest 
tax information, including the 
latest on Economic Impact Pay-
ments. There is no need to call.

• For those who may be eli-
gible for stimulus payments, 
they should carefully review the 
guidelines for the Recovery Re-
bate Credit. Most people received 
Economic Impact Payments au-
tomatically, and anyone who 
received the maximum amount 
does not need to include any in-
formation about their payments 
when they file. However, those 
who didn’t receive a payment or 
only received a partial payment 
may be eligible to claim the  Re-
covery Rebate Credit  when they 
file their 2020 tax return. Tax 
preparation software, including 
IRS Free File, will help taxpayers 
figure the amount.

• Remember, advance stimulus 
payments received separately are 
not taxable, and they do not re-
duce the taxpayer’s refund when 
they file in 2021.

There are several important 
dates taxpayers should keep in 
mind for this year’s filing season:

• January 15.  IRS Free File 
opens. Taxpayers can begin filing 
returns through Free File part-
ners; tax returns will be transmit-
ted to the IRS starting Feb. 12. 
Tax software companies also are 
accepting tax filings in advance.

• January 29.  Earned Income 
Tax Credit Awareness Day to 
raise awareness of valuable tax 
credits available to many people-
-including the option to use pri-
or-year income to qualify.

• February 12.  IRS begins 
2021 tax season. Individual tax 
returns begin being accepted and 
processing begins.

• February 22.  Projected date 
for the IRS.gov “Where’s My 
Refund” tool being updated for 
those claiming EITC and ACTC, 
also referred to as PATH Act re-
turns.

• First week of March. Tax re-
funds begin reaching those claim-
ing EITC and ACTC (PATH Act 
returns) for those who file elec-
tronically with direct deposit and 
there are no issues with their tax 
returns.

• April 15. Deadline for filing 
2020 tax returns.

• October 15. Deadline to file 
for those requesting an extension 
on their 2020 tax returns.

The filing season open follows 
IRS work to update its program-
ming and test its systems to fac-
tor in the second Economic Im-
pact Payments and other tax law 
changes. These changes are com-
plex and take time to help ensure 
proper processing of tax returns 
and refunds as well as coordina-
tion with tax software industry, 
resulting in the February 12 start 
date.

The IRS must ensure systems 
are prepared to properly process 
and check tax returns to verify 
the proper amount of EIP’s are 
credited on taxpayer accounts--
and provide remaining funds to 
eligible taxpayers.

Although tax seasons frequent-
ly begin in late January, there 
have been five instances since 
2007 when filing seasons did not 
start for some taxpayers until 
February due to tax law changes 
made just before the start of tax 
time.
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Moose from page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Vinton Moose Lodge has hosted many Breakfasts with Santa for area children 
and their families through the years.

The Vinton Moose Lodge looks deceptively small from Washington Avenue, but 
houses social quarters, a game room, a massive banquet hall on the lower level, 
and a picnic pavilion out back.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Vinton Moose Lodge is a pillar in the community, always ready to lend a hand. 
Here, the members host a Mingle at the Market concert with  Low, Low Chariot 
rained out at the Farmers’ Market.

Clark Crawley (left) accepts a Letter of Appreciation from Councilman Doug Adams 
in recognition of the Moose Lodge’s  contributions to the Vinton Needy Family 
project–both in donations and use of their space.

isville, Ky. In the early years, the 
goal as a fraternal organization 
was to off er men “an opportunity 
to gather socially, care for one an-
other’s needs, and celebrate life 
together.” 

Th e Vinton Lodge started out 
meeting downtown above the 
Swan Restaurant on Lee Avenue 
with 50 charter members. Mem-
bership grew to 900 at one time 
and now stands at about 400. 
But the members of today are 
“not your grandfather’s Moose 
Lodge.” Over the years their fo-
cus has become community ser-
vice, especially helping children 
and the elderly. Th e Moose Inter-
national philosophy has become 
“a burden heavy to one is borne 
lightly by many.” 

Th e Moose organization is 
known for establishing Mooseh-
eart Child City and School, a 
1000-acre campus near Chicago 
to care for children and teens in 
need, and Moosehaven, a 70-acre 
retirement community near Jack-
sonville, Fla.

Th e school and retirement 
community, along with count-
less local projects, are fi nanced 
and supported by the Moose 
members with their member-
ship dues, donations, volunteer 
hours of service, and funds from 
“charitable gaming” available at 
the lodge.

In 1965 the Vinton Moose 
purchased land on East Wash-
ington Avenue from Martin 
Bush and built their lodge, a 
4,800-square-feet structure 
which is the core of the building 
today.  In 1972, 1,200 square feet 
was added to the upper level as a 
“social quarters.” In 1978, more 
land was purchased and another 
4,800-square-foot expansion on 
the lower level was completed 
in time for the fi rst Christmas 
dance. In 2002, the members 
added an upstairs game room 
and a picnic pavilion. In 2010, 
the downstairs dance hall was 
remodeled with plans to become 
a special event venue for all oc-
casions, with probably the largest 
dance fl oor in Vinton, a raised 
stage, bar and kitchen area, and 
bridal parlor.

Th e seemingly small building 
passers-by see driving past on 
Washington Avenue hides a huge 
space inside and out back.

Clark Crawley has served 
as administrator of the Vinton 
lodge for 11 years. Formerly a 
building contractor, he renovated 
the massive banquet hall on the 
lower level. He was invited to 
join the lodge; his role has steadi-
ly grown from there, both at the 
Vinton lodge and at district and 
state levels. He is currently presi-
dent of District 11 and serves 

as audit chairman, Mooseheart 
admissions chair, and Virginia 
house chair on the state board. 

“I have been amazed at all 
the things the Moose does to 
help the community,” said Chris 
McCarty, president of the Vin-
ton Breakfast Lions Club and a 
member of the Moose Lodge. 
“Th ey have pancake breakfasts 
for WBHS softball and baseball 
teams, buy all the supplies, host 
the breakfast, and then give all of 
the proceeds to the teams.”

Th ey off ered their space to the 
Breakfast Lions for their annual 
pancake breakfast on the day of 
the Vinton Fall Festival and their 
traditional spaghetti dinner, usu-
ally held on the evening of the 
Vinton Christmas Parade. Th e 
Moose volunteered to save the 
day when a Mingle at the Mar-
ket concert was rained out and 
turned it into “Mingle at the 
Moose.”

“Since the pandemic started 
in 2020, Clark has provided the 
Moose Lodge for meetings and 
events that wouldn’t have hap-
pened without the Moose,” Mc-
Carty said. “Th e Breakfast Lions 
are one of the few clubs that have 
been able to continue to hold 
meetings and events during the 
pandemic. With the Moose’s 
large room, the club is able to 
space people out for safety. Clark 

and the Moose not only helped 
us with our Children’s Christ-
mas Shopping event, but also 
provided us with a place to wrap 
the gifts and made a donation to-
wards the project. It’s easy to go 
on and on about Clark and the 
Moose’s involvement with the 
community.

“About two years ago, I asked 
Clark to the Vinton Breakfast Li-
ons Club; he has helped the club 
plan the Drawdown money give-
away fundraiser at the Moose,” 
McCarty said. “It has been a 
great success with Clark and the 
Moose Lodge’s help.”

Last December, with the can-
cellation of the Vinton Christ-
mas Parade due to COVID, 
the Moose partnered with the 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Town of Vinton for the Santa 
Claus Crawl through the neigh-
borhoods of Vinton.

Th e International Moose orga-
nization, including Vinton, sup-
ports Special Olympics softball 
on a national basis, the Safe Surf-
in’ Internet safety program which 
protects children from predators, 
and St. Jude, to name just a few 
of their causes.

Crawley says the organization 
is always looking for new events 
to host and new community ser-
vice projects to support. Unbe-
knownst to many, the legendary 

Galax Fiddler’s Convention is 
sponsored by the Galax Moose 
Lodge. Crawley would like to es-
tablish their own signature event 
to bring crowds to the Vinton 
Moose Lodge. He would also like 
for the community to become 
more aware of what the Moose 
members do for the community 
and what they off er.

Chewning, who recently 
helped organize the informal 
Sassy Sisters of the Moose, says 
that “being involved in the Vin-
ton Moose organization has been 
a true joy. Th e Moose organiza-
tion is so much more that what 
people think. Th ey are a leader in 
community involvement and an 
asset to our town.”

Th e Sassy Sisters provided 
Th anksgiving dinners for strug-
gling families in the Vinton area 
and are currently collecting for 
the Soup for Seniors campaign. 
Th ere have been coat collections 
and plans to volunteer at Ronald 
McDonald House coming up in 
the spring.

Crawley says that he is hoping 
to attract younger members to 
continue the Moose community 
service tradition. 

Th e Vinton Moose Family 
Center is located at 2127 Wash-
ington Avenue. Email the lodge 
at Vintonmoose1121@gmail.
com for more information.

Roanoke County Schools 
modify February calendar

Following the success 
of the initial K-12 vacci-
nation event for Roanoke 
County school employees 
on January 22, facilitated 
by the Roanoke City-Al-
leghany Health District 
and Carilion Clinic, a fol-
low-up second dose vac-
cination event is sched-
uled for Friday, Feb. 12. 

As with the fi rst vacci-
nation event, schools will 
be closed on February 12 
for a teacher workday to 
give the staff  the opportu-
nity to receive the second 
vaccination dose. 

Below is the schedule 
for the week of February 
8-12:

Monday, Feb. 8: Regu-
lar school day for grades 
PK-4. Group 1 for grades 
5-12 (A day for secondary 
students).

Tuesday, Feb. 9: Regu-
lar school day for grades 
PK-4. Group 2 for grades 
5-12 (A day for secondary 
students). 

Wednesday, Feb. 
10: Schools closed for 
a Teacher Workday (at 
home) – Th is was previ-
ously scheduled. Teach-
ers will not schedule 
synchronous learning. 
Th is is an opportunity 
for students to complete 
assignments. No teacher 

instruction/student ser-
vices will be provided on 
Feb. 10.

Th ursday, Feb. 11: 
Regular school day for 
grades PK-4. Group 1 for 
grades 5-12 (B day for 
secondary students).

Friday, Feb. 12: 
Schools closed for a 
Teacher Workday (in 
school) and second dose 
vaccination event. Teach-
ers will not schedule syn-
chronous learning. Th is 
is another opportunity 
for students to complete 
assignments. No teacher 
instruction/student ser-
vices will be provided on 
Feb. 12.

Submit your community 

news and photos

 to dadams

@mainstreetnewspapers.com
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Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - lo-
cated at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tra-
ditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 
4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. 
Travis Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary 
Service 8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Tra-
ditional Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  
Family Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., 
Children’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 
6:30 p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke VA 
24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Baptized… 
Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with us! Sunday 
Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.christianchurchof-
christclearbrook.org

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom,  is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings or call 540-353-5365 
and leave a message.  We will return your call.  
Also visit www.eckankar.org for more informa-
tion about the spiritual freedom of Eckankar.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 

1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James 
B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Wor-
ship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 

Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-
mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children -
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Read Leviticus 11:1 through 
13:59

God’s Law seems obscure. 
Reading kosher require-
ments or cleanliness rules 
is diffi cult. Following them 
must have been even more 
so.

“I am the Lord who brought 
you up out of Egypt to be 
your God; therefore be holy, 
because I am holy” (Leviticus 
11:45).

In the middle of God’s re-
quirements stands this 
abrupt justifi cation. What 
God demanded may not ap-
pear reasonable. Purifi cation 
requirements seem tedious. 
Differences in provisions are 
not explained. We seek an-
swers and might fi nd solace 
in some explanations, but 
questions remain. Why must 

relationship with God 

demand obedience to things 
not understood?

God knew about health con-
cerns when humans still had 
no clue. Much of the Law 
was for the benefi t of the 
body, emotions, and society 
even when the foundations 
of infectious disease were 
not known. But it is not 
understanding that assures 
compliance. God deserves 
obedience. God provided de-
liverance as an example that 
God’s holy nature looked to 
their benefi t. It still does!

Challenge for Today: Dem-
onstrate fi delity to God even 
if you do not understand 
why.

Quicklook: Leviticus 11:44–
47

I Do Not Understand

Town Council from page 1

candidates  at the top of the 
ticket.”

Former Councilwoman Ja-
net Scheid says she has mixed 
feelings about the issue, but 
that “moving elections to No-
vember might draw more at-
tention to the local elections 
and encourage more dialogue 
on local issues and more spir-
ited debate. Citizens might 
get more involved.”

One former council mem-
ber said they might not have 
run for council during a par-
ticularly contentious presi-
dential election year several 
years ago if the town election 
had been in November. 

Some candidates have said 
that frequently when cam-
paigning for May elections, 
they get questions during 
door-to-door campaigning 
about their stand on immi-
gration, abortion, and other 
polarizing national issues, 

rather than local issues. They 
are often asked if they are 
Republicans or Democrats.

The Virginia Municipal 
League (VML) is also op-
posed to moving local elec-
tions to the November gen-
eral elections.

In a press release, the VML 
stated, “Across Virginia, 44 
percent of cities and 57 per-
cent of towns hold their local 
elections in May, rather than 
November. These localities 
choose to separate their elec-
tions from those for state and 
federal offices for a variety of 
reasons–doing so keeps the 
focus of local elections on lo-
cal issues and keeps the cost 
of campaigning more acces-
sible for new candidates. The 
option to hold elections in 
May gives localities the flex-
ibility they need to best meet 
the needs of their communi-
ties.

“The coincidence of lo-
cal elections with those at 
the state and federal level 
inherently raises the level of 
partisanship of all elections, 
regardless of whether candi-
dates are running without 
any party affiliation. By the 
same token, it introduces 
partisan politics to nonpar-
tisan local issues; political 
parties make little difference 
when it comes to community 
projects like paving roads 
and keeping the streetlights 
on. This also raises the cost 
of campaigning for local can-
didates–especially for candi-
dates new to the field–who 
have to compete for name 
recognition from the bottom 
of an even longer ballot.”

Spruill contends that it 
would be more fiscally re-
sponsible to consolidate the 
local elections onto the No-
vember ballot–more conve-

nient and accessible for vot-
ers, and more cost efficient.

Town Executive Assistant 
Susan Johnson said that in 
2020, the town’s cost for the 
May election was $3,540.72.

Many favor letting munic-
ipalities continue to decide 
independently for themselves 
when to hold local elections, 
holding referendums on the 
issue, amending their char-
ters or adopting ordinances 
if they want to make the 
change.

Statistics from past Vinton 
elections seem to indicate 
that the numbers of voters is 
influenced by the competi-
tion for seats. In recent years, 
candidates for Town Council 
have mainly run unopposed. 

In the May 2020 elec-
tion, the vote count for the 
two Vinton precincts com-
bined was 415 for Mayor 
Brad Grose, 373 for Keith 

Liles, and 343 for newcomer 
Laurie Mullins—all running 
unopposed. In the 2018 May 
elections, Sabrina McCarty 
and Mike Stovall ran unop-
posed and received 193 votes 
each.

However, in the 2016 elec-
tion, with three candidates 
running for two seats, the 
vote count was 695; in 2014 
with five candidates running 
for three seats, the count was 
786.

In comparison, in the 
2020 November 3 General 
Election, 1,283 citizens cast 
votes in the two Vinton pre-
cincts combined.

Some see low voter par-
ticipation and uncontested 
elections as a widespread lack 
of interest in local issues in 
general. Plus, “in a time of 
such dissension, politics has 
gotten a bad name,” said one 
past candidate.

Lancerlot ice rink reopens
Th e Lancerlot ice rink was 

scheduled to open at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 27. All previous 
policies and procedures  instituted 
prior to the closing will remain in-
tact and will be strictly enforced. 
See below for some  friendly  re-
minders: 

Standard locker rooms and 
showers remain closed.  Tempo-
rary locker rooms/changing ar-
eas remain available  for all player 
usage.  Standard  locker rooms 
are closed to all players except the 
following: goalies, referees, and fe-
male players. All other players/on-
ice participants must use tempo-
rary locker rooms/changing areas. 

Masks must be worn while in 
designated rooms and social  dis-
tancing must be respected at all 
times. 

All persons entering the com-
plex must wear masks. Th is means 
all players/ice participants must 
wear a mask at all times except 
while on the ice. All coaches must 
leave masks on while coaching. 
Referees may wear masks on ice at 
their own discretion. 

Social distancing must be re-
spected. Green X’s are marked on 
seating areas throughout the rink 
to illustrate appropriate social dis-
tancing requirements. If standing, 
be cognizant of the distance from 
one another.   

Spectators for all programs will 
be prohibited. Th e only personnel 
allowed inside the ice rink during 
hockey programming are  on-ice 
participants, coaches, and Lancer-
lot staff . 

One exception is that one par-

ent/guardian will be allowed to 
enter for players who cannot tie 
skates (Learn to Play, Mites, Lower 
House).   Th e one parent/guard-
ian can remain in the building at 
a socially distant spot during the 
activity but must exit the rink with 
the child immediately at the con-
clusion of the session.

Open ice-skating sessions will 
resume. Sessions will be capped 
at 100 participants and everyone 
must wear a mask while on and off  
the ice. 

Use common sense. If you 
are sick, don’t feel well, have to 
quarantine or have been around 
someone possibly exposed to CO-
VID-19, don’t come inside.  

View the ice rink schedule at 
https://lancerlotsportscomplex.
com/ice-rink-schedule/.

Highland County Maple 
Festival cancelled, but 
maple syrup still flows

Th e Highland County 
Chamber of Commerce has 
cancelled both weekends of 
the 2021 Highland Coun-
ty Maple Festival, origi-
nally scheduled for March 
13-14 and 20-21.  Th is 
announcement was made 
after months of delibera-
tion, input, and research 
for how to safely hold the 
event given the current 
state guidelines concerning 
the ongoing global corona-
virus pandemic.

Th ankfully, the coro-
navirus does not stop the 
sugar water fl owing from 
the trees, nor does it stop 

producers from produc-
ing their maple syrup as 
they have done for de-
cades.  Even though the 
festival is cancelled, certain 
Chamber member busi-
nesses and organizations, 
including sugar camps, 
have made plans to be 
open in the late winter 
and spring, following the 
state guidelines specifi c to 
their designated business 
type.  More information 
about Chamber member 
off erings will be forthcom-
ing at www.highlandcoun-
ty.org in the coming weeks 
and months.

Submit your community news and photos 
to dadams@mainstreetnewspapers.com
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Legals -
Montgomery County

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use ToneKote® 

Lost & Found

Lost Cat 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Handyman 

Phone calls ONLY 

Experienced 
grocery shopper,  
Prep cook, cook, 

meal planner,  
and dietitian.  

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ018725-06-00 

In re

Homes for Sale

House for sale 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. 20-649 

SPECIAL 

SALE OF 
58 Lakeland Circle, 

Troutville, VA 
24175 

Tax Map 
#108(A)(1)BK2-19 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 
OF BOTETOURT  

COUNTY OF 
BOTETOURT, 

VIRGINIA, 

Case No. CL19-619 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL20-2497 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ002182-04-00, 
JJ002182-05-00, 
JJ002182-06-00 

in re

Legals - Craig 
County

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

NOTICE OF 
JUDICIAL SALE 

*****IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION****** 

ADVERTISE!

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 

the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 

textured fl oor provides a safer bathing 

experience.

PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
LIFETIME WARRANTY!
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 

bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

877-691-5591
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 

Right Height Toilet 
FREE! ($500 Value)

Southern Towers 
BTS, LP 

Trileaf Corp, Heather, 
h.chenoweth@trileaf.com, 
8600 LaSalle Road, Suite 
301, Towson, MD 21286 - 
410.853.7128. 

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

timate only. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Legals -
Montgomery County
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If you believe in your business and 
want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE!

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

TALK TO WALT

RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a 

successful retirement. We can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Rodney Spickard
Realtor®

RE/MAX Associate
Former Commissioner of Revenue

1225 Roanoke Road, Daleville, VA 24083
(540) 793-1341

rodspickard@gmail.com
movetoroanoke.comEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

COVID-19 Testing
 

 Schedule your appointment at:
ARCpointlabs.com/Christiansburg

ARCpoint Labs of Christiansburg

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

STATEWIDE  
ADS

AUCTIONS 

AUCTION ALERT! Construc-
tion Equipment and Trucks |  
Now accepting consignments 
for Equipment Auctions in 
Richmond on Feb. 23 and in 
Roanoke on March 16 | Selling 
for VDOT, contractors, lending 
institutions and other consign-
ors. | We have buyers! Motleys 
Industrial | Learn more at mot-
leys.com | 804-486-4550 | VAL16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.   
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
mailto:landonc@vpa.net" lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738   Special fi nancing for 
qualifi ed customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off  Entire 

Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Advertise 
your business statewide and in 
other states. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, mailto:landonc@vpa.
net" landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:   Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 

$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 

Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK "https://

hi ltono l iverattorneyva .com" 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.
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Valley the Big Orange 
will wrap up the regular 
season with a dual against 

Due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic the William Byrd boys’ basket-
ball team is only playing Roanoke 
County opponents this season, and 
that’s no piece of cake. The county 
opponents are all formidable, with 
Northside and Cave Spring both 
winning state championships in 
recent years.

“Obviously Northside and 
Cave Spring are two of the better 
teams in the state, and Glenvar 
is solid,” said Byrd coach Josh 
Cunningham. “This is a good area 
for basketball. We’ve played some 
really tough games.”

The Terriers are 1-3 after one 
trip through the county, defeat-
ing Hidden Valley. Byrd had a 
rematch with Glenvar in Vinton 
on Wednesday but results were 
too late for publication.

Last Wednesday the Terriers 
played host to Cave Spring, the 
defending Class 3 champion, and 
dropped a 79-64 decision. The 
Knights led by 25 after three quar-

ters before Byrd outscored the 
visitors 25-15 in the fourth quarter 
to make it look closer.

“We turned it over too many 
times,” said Cunningham. “But 
we’re improving every game.”

Tyler Martin led Byrd with 
21 points and he also had 10 
rebounds. Jamie Cawley had 11 
points and Camden Richardson 
had 10.

Last Friday night at Hidden 
Valley the Byrdmen bounced back 
with a 66-59 win over the host 
Titans. The Terriers trailed by a 
point at the half but came out 
strong in the third quarter, outscor-
ing the Titans 21-11 in that period 
to take control. Byrd had six play-
ers with at least eight points, led by 
Trevor Ruble with 16. Richardson 
had 13, Cawley and Martin had 10 
each, Ethan Tinley had nine points 
and Seth Williams had eight. 

“We played a solid second half 
and had balanced scoring,” said 
Cunningham. “That was good to 

see.”
On Monday at home the 

Terriers hosted Northside and fell 
by a 62-49 score. Byrd went down 
early, 21-5, but battled back to 
make it a game. Cawley had 15, 
Richardson 13 and Ruble 10.

“Outside of the first five min-
utes we outscored them,” said 
Cunningham. “We dug in and got 
better.”

Byrd is off this Friday, return-
ing for three games next week 
to end the abbreviated regu-
lar season. The Terriers are at 
Cave Spring for a game in the 
Knights’ new gym on Monday. 
Next Wednesday Byrd’s last home 
game is against Hidden Valley and 
it will be “Senior Night,” and on 
Friday, February 5, the boys finish 
up at Northside.

The Roanoke County School 
Board will vote today on whether 
the team will be allowed to partici-
pate in post-season play.

County foes challenging for Terrier boys

Trevor Ruble handles the ball for Byrd.
PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The William Byrd girls’ basketball team improved 
to 3-1 with wins over Hidden Valley and Northside in 
the past week. The Terriers have now played all four 
Roanoke County opponents one time each.

The Terriers only loss thus far was at Cave Spring 
last Wednesday, 49-38. Byrd led for much of the first 
half before the Knights made a run to take the lead. 
Cave Spring then went on to win, hitting 10 three-
pointers for the game.

“We competed hard,” said coach Brad Greenway. 
“I thought we had a good plan for the second half, but 
Cave had other plans.  We just couldn’t keep up with 
them offensively.  Sometimes you tip your hat when 
someone has a better night and this was one of those 
times.”

Emilie McCaskill led Byrd with 13 points and 
Sophia Chrisley had 10.

On Friday night in Vinton the Byrd girls downed 
Hidden Valley, 42-14. Byrd had six three-pointers, 
including three by Chrisley, two by Gretta Walls and 
one by Ashlyn Stover. 

“We were able to play all of our players and get 
some younger players in there for good minutes while 
resting some of our players we usually depend on for 

30 minutes a night,” said Greenway. “Hidden Valley 
played hard, I give their coaching staff and players 
credit despite the score.”

On Monday at Northside the girls completed 
the county round robin with a 46-30 win over the 
Vikings. Byrd trailed 20-19 at the half but outscored 
the Vikings, 27-10, after intermission.

“We made a couple adjustments at halftime to what 
we were doing on both ends and it just seemed like 
a light bulb came on for us,” said Greenway. “We 
played a stretch of basketball that was probably the 
best we’ve had in this short season so far.”  

Chrisley led the Terriers in points with 14 and 
McCaskill put in 11 on a bad leg.

“There were a lot of positives outside of just what 
shows up on the stat sheet,” said Greenway. “I’m  
really proud of how we finished that game after a 
tough start.”

Byrd was at Glenvar Wednesday but results were 
too late for publication. The girls are off Friday, 
returning to the hardwood Monday to host Cave 
Spring. Next Wednesday Byrd is at Hidden Valley 
and February 5 is Senior Night at home against 
Northside. 

William Byrd girls are 3-1 after one trip 
through the Roanoke County round robin

Cabria Mutz shoots a free throw for Byrd.
PHOTO BY JIM DEVINNEY

The William Byrd swimmers took on Hidden Valley at the Gator Center last 
week and split, with the boys winning 103 to 32 and the girls falling to a strong 
Titan team, 137-20.

First place finishes included the Boys’ 200 Medley, 200 Freestyle and 400 
Freestyle relay teams. Individually, Austin Nielsen won the 200 Individual 
Medley and 100 Breastroke, Colin Murtaugh won the 100 Free and 100 Back, 
Aiden Brinkley won the 200 Free, Matthew Hoyos won the 100 Fly and Michael 
Hoyos won the 500 Free.

The Terriers also celebrated their only senior, Elizabeth Recktenwald, who is 
also team captain.  Elizabeth has been on the team for five years.

“It has been such a privilege to watch her grow from eighth grade exhibition 
swimmer to leader of our team as a senior,” said coach Krista Martin. “Elizabeth 
takes initiative and she leads by example, I am so proud of her. Her best events 
are the 100 breaststroke and the 500 free. She plans to go to a four year university 
and major in business and pre-health.”

The Terriers were back at the Gator Center on Wednesday of this week to swim 
against Glenvar but results were too late for publication. Tonight the Roanoke 
County School Board will meet to decide if Roanoke County Schools are allowed 
to participate in the post season. The Regional swim meet will be held at the 
Christiansburg Aquatic Center this Saturday, January 30th , with no spectators 
and the Terriers will find out this evening if they are allowed to participate.

The Vinton Booster Club is now 
taking signups for the spring recreation 
baseball and softball seasons. Youth 
players must sign up prior to evalua-
tions, which will be held in of March. 

Vinton missed the baseball and soft-
ball seasons last spring due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, but the club is 
currently moving forward like games 
will be played this year. However, due 
to issues from the pandemic the teams 
will not be playing in Little League 
this year, has had been previously 

announced. Vinton baseball teams will 
be back in the Dixie League for at 
least one more season and the softball 
teams will also be under the Dixie 
umbrella. In recent years Vinton soft-
ball participated in the Roanoke Area 
Youth Softball Association. In Dixie 
the Vinton teams will be eligible to go 
to post-season tournaments.

To sign up, or for more information, 
go to the booster club website at vin-
tonboosterclub.com or check the club’s 
Facebook page.

Terrier swimmer Elizabeth Recktenwald, center, was honored on Byrd’s “Senior 
Night” with her parents, John and Paulette Recktenwald. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Terriers await ruling to see if 
they can swim in regional Sat.

Vinton Booster Club is taking signups for
spring recreation baseball and softball

Buffalo Wild Wings in Roanoke celebrated the William 
Byrd High School 2019 softball State Championship 
team last Wednesday, January 20, with the unveiling of 
a jersey and photo display at the Tanglewood location. 
Many of the girls attended the ceremony along with 
Terrier coaches.

Byrd 2019 state 
softball champs 
celebrated

PHOTO BY DANNY CRUFF

Northside on Tuesday. 
The regional follows, 
and the Roanoke County 
School Board will vote 
tonight on whether to 
allow the team to com-
pete against non-county 
rivals, allowing them to 

participate in the region-
al.

“Hopefully we will 
know sooner than later 
if we will be able to 
participate in the region-
al tournament,” said 
Kessler. 

Big Orange
wrestling
continued from page 10

Byrd’s Gavin Ellis(left) battles in last week’s tri-match at Northside.
PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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The William Byrd indoor track team ran an outdoor “Polar Bear” meet last week at Patterson Stadium. Above, left to right, Byrd’s Emma Dalton, Sela Beatty and Chloe 
Harilla are off and running in the 55 meter dash. Below left, Keaton Band(white jersey) is on his way to a win in the 1000 meters. Center below, Remi Figart competes 
in the long jump and, right, Jacob McKinney puts the shot. PHOTOS BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The William Byrd Indoor track and field team had their first track meet of the 
year last week. The indoor team went outdoors to host Cave Spring and Glenvar 
in a “Polar Bear” meet at Patterson Stadium in Vinton. 

Both the Byrd girls and boys had a great day and they did well despite the tem-
peratures and wind on the track. On the women’s side Sela Beatty won the 55m 
dash with a time of 7.79 seconds while Sydney Blewett finished 2nd (8.24), Chloe 
Harrilla was 3rd (8.38) and Emma Dalton took 5th (8.60).  

In the 300m dash Remi Figart finished 2nd with a time of 46.91 and Kelsey Roth 
was 3rd with a time of 50.86 seconds. Harrilla won the long jump with a leap of 
15’2’’ and Beatty was 2nd with a jump of 15’1/2”.

 On the men’s side Noah Thompson finished 2nd in the 55m with a time of 7.20 
seconds. In the 300m dash Isaac Roth won with a time of 39.53 seconds while 
Dakota Bell finished 3rd (42.61) and Case Crawford was 6th (46.31).  

Keaton Band won the 1000m run with a time of 2:57.51 and Reagan Lilley was 
4th (3:38.64).  Ryan Krawczyk took 2nd in the Mile at 5:22.32.  Isaac Roth won the 
long jump with a jump of 16’4”,  Jacob McKinney finished second in the shot put 
with a throw of 28’9” and Jack Hinkle was 3rd in the shot with a throw of 21’1”.

Terriers host “Polar Bear” meet

Byrd’s Dustin Richardson has his Cave Spring opponent in trouble at Northside last 
week. Dustin is a talented heavyweight who can’t crack the regular lineup because 
his older brother, Hunter, is also a Byrd wrestler and one of the top heavyweights 
in the state. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Big Orange still undefeated
The William Byrd wrestlers will 

observe “Senior Night” when they 
host Hidden Valley tonight in Vinton. 
Starting time is 5 pm.

The Big Orange has been doing 
well in the abbreviated season against 
fellow Roanoke County teams. Last 
Thursday at Northside the Terriers beat 
Cave Spring, 58-6, then handed the host 
Vikings a 39-28 defeat in a tri-match. 
Seniors Derek Burton (126) and Jerze 
Webb (170) led the way with big pins 
against Northside.  Xavier Preston, at 

152, also pinned his opponent as well 
and Steve Tingler grinded out an over-
time victory at 138. 

On Tuesday Byrd whitewashed Cave 
Spring, 66-0, and also did the same 
to Hidden Valley, winning 58-3. The 
Terriers are undefeated in dual matches.

“I’ve been really proud of our effort 
in practice and how much better we’ve 
gotten over the last three weeks,” said 
coach Thomas Kessler. 

After tonight’s match with Hidden 
      continued on page 9




