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Joe Goodpies opens 
at Vinyard Station

Dining in downtown Vin-
ton has been kicked up another 
notch with the opening of Joe 
Goodpies at Vinyard Station. 
Th e new brick oven eatery held 
a soft opening for invited guests 
on February 1, with plans to 
open to the public on Th ursday, 
Feb. 4.

Developer Dale Wilkin-
son, General Contractor Greg 
Rhodes, and Aaron Miller, area 
director for owner Line Man-
agement Inc. of Salem, were 
on hand to welcome guests and 
show them around. Mike Jones 
is the general manager. 

In addition to a dining area 
with tables and booths, there is a 
bar with stools and raised tables, 
and a small private dining room 
featuring Vinton Motors mem-
orabilia, with the Vinton Mo-
tors logo painted by local artist 
Tonya Weaver Kirk. Vinyard 
Station was the home of Vinton 
Motors for almost eight decades. 
Th e Vinton Motors Room pays 
tribute to the family.

In 1931, during the height 
of the Great Depression, Bill 
Vinyard left his family farm to 
build his own business: Vinton 
Motors Company. Originally 
on the northwest corner of Pol-
lard Street and Washington Av-
enue, Vinton Motors became a 
cornerstone of the Vinton com-
munity. Fourteen years later, 
Vinyard moved his dealership 
across the street to its now iconic 

location.
In 1979, Billy Vinyard Jr. 

took over his family’s business. 
Vinton Motors continued its 
success, selling up to 300 cars 
per year and earning Ford’s pres-
tigious Blue Oval Status. 

In 2008, during the height 
of the automotive industry cri-
sis, Vinton Motors Company 
had to shut its doors and the 
building stood vacant for several 
years.

Th e Town of Vinton col-
laborated with the Vinyard fam-
ily and the Wilkinson Group 
to bring new life into the clas-
sic structure with the Vinyard 
Station project. Unfortunately, 
Billy Vinyard passed away in 
September 2019 before renova-
tions began. 

Th e entire structure has been 
lovingly restored with great at-
tention to detail by the develop-
er and contractors. Th e original 
ceiling has been preserved.

Th e restaurant seats 45 under 
COVID restrictions – 90 once 
those restrictions are lifted.

Joe Goodpies has plans for 45 
full- and part-time employees. 
Th e wait staff  on opening night 
was eager to serve and solicitous.

Actually, “Goodpies” might 
be a tad modest. According 
to diners at the soft opening, 
“Greatpies” might be more ac-
curate. Th ese are pizza pies we 
are talking about, although key 
lime pie is on the menu.

According to owner Jack 

Town of Vinton debuts branded 
vehicle, designed by Sun Solutions

Prepare to be “wowed” by Vin-
ton’s newest marketing tool – an 
eye-catching “InVinton” vehicle 
wrapped as a “moving billboard” 
by one of the town’s most promi-
nent businesses, Sun Solutions. 
Th e driver is Chasity Barbour, 
Vinton’s Director of Community 
Programs and Facilities. Th e ve-
hicle itself is not new; it came to 
Community Programs from the 
Public Works Department, where 
the fl eet is being replaced by pick-
ups trucks leased from Enterprise. 

Th e Town of Vinton puts a 
great deal of eff ort into marketing 
itself. Citizens and guests are invit-
ed – on signs and banners, and in 
publications – to “Eat, Shop, and 
Play InVinton.” Town Manager 
Pete Peters says this striking vehicle 
is “gonna turn heads all around the 
Valley.”

Sun Solutions is located on the 
well-traveled Walnut Avenue cor-
ridor. Barbour and Peters noticed 
several Botetourt County public 
vehicles parked there with bold 
vehicle wraps, decided they needed 
something as impressive for Vin-
ton, and paid Sun Solutions a visit. 

Th e business, owned by Jeff  
Belcher, specializes in vehicle 
wraps, window tinting, and graph-
ics. If you have been on the road-
ways of the Roanoke Valley and 
found your attention drawn to 
vehicles wrapped vividly with ad-
vertisements, chances are they were 

created by Sun Solutions.
Barbour sent her ideas for the 

design of the town vehicle wrap 
to Sun Solutions. Th ey created the 
design with some back-and-forth 
tweaks. Th e wrap now includes 
“VINTON” branding, dogwood 
fl owers to symbolize the town’s 
most famous attraction – the an-
nual Vinton Dogwood Festival 
– and the Town Clock at the Mu-
nicipal Building.

“Th e wrap represents the town 
tastefully and still is a great brand-
ing mechanism along with keeping 
the dogwood fl ower a part of it,” 
said Barbour. 

Once the design was fi nalized, 
Sun Solutions created the product 
and just recently fi nished the in-
stallation.

Belcher opened his shop in 
Vinton in 2002 in a smaller 
1,500-square-foot building next 
door to his current location at 219 
Walnut Avenue. As his workload 
steadily increased with a grow-
ing demand for vehicle wraps and 
graphics, he expanded into the 
neighboring 5,000-square-foot 
building. Extensive renovations 
enabled him to work on four ve-
hicles at once instead of the one or 
two he could accommodate before. 

Sun Solutions designs, pro-
duces, and installs everything from 
one-inch decals to enormous vehi-
cle and wall wraps. Th e company 
also does large format printing and 
glass tinting, which was his initial 
enterprise, tinting several vehicles 
per day.

Belcher’s main customers are 
area businesses and organiza-
tions. He creates and installs all 
the graphics for Carilion vehicles 
from ambulances to the Lifeguard 
helicopters, the police car fl eet in 
Roanoke City, and the Botetourt 
County fl eet of public vehicles, to 
name a few. Local businesses, such 
as Vinton Appliance, Macado’s, 
Grand Home Furnishings, and 
Vinton Roofi ng, are his customers, 
along with others beyond the Roa-
noke Valley.

Vehicle wraps and graphics have 
quickly become the No. 1 form of 
outdoor advertising, especially for 
small businesses – more eff ective 
and more economical than tradi-
tional outdoor advertising, with 
less visual pollution. Up to 50,000 
people may view advertising on a 
vehicle each day at a very economi-
cal cost compared to billboard ad-
vertising or other signage, and with 
no need of replacement for up to 
fi ve years.  

Belcher is a native of Vinton and 
a graduate of William Byrd High 
School. He studied commercial 
art at Virginia Western. His family 
owned Belchers Grocery on West 
Cleveland Avenue in Vinton for 
many years and other property in 
the town. His father, Mike Belcher, 
was well known throughout the 
area in drag strip racing.

 Belcher has always had an ap-
titude for art and design and an 
interest in cars. He began working 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The Town of Vinton has a new marketing tool – a vehicle wrapped by Sun Solutions in Vinton. Shown 
left to right are Trevor Belcher of Sun Solutions, Vinton Director of Community Programs and Facilities 
Chasity Barbour and Sun Solutions owner Jeff Belcher. Sun Solutions is located on Walnut Avenue.

See Sun Solutions page 5

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Joe Goodpies restaurant at Vinyard  Station held their soft 
opening on Feb. 1.

See Joe Goodpies, page 6
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Vinton welcomed its first substantial snow of the season January 
30-31. Shown is the stately Vinton War Memorial on Washington 
Avenue.

Vinton Public Works employees were out early tackling the snow at the Vinton Municipal Building. 
Shown left to right are Shawn Welch, Charles Barber, Mack Huggins, Acting Public Works Director 
William “Bo” Herndon, and Travis Swain.

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
The High Ground Vinton-Roanoke County Veterans Monument.

Vinton's first substantial snow of the season
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Haley Has It For Less...
                For Vinton!

1530 Courtland Road NE,

$100 Off Your Best Deal!

Haley Toyota
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Baseball team
  5. Hymns
 11. Actor Jared
 12. Fragrance
 16. __ Von Bismarck, Iron 
Chancellor
 17. Nordic God
 18. Weighed down
 19. Coppola’s mob epic
 24. Nanogram
 25. Famed street artist
 26. Identifi er
 27. 23rd letter of the Greek 
alphabet
 28. In addition
 29. Micturated
 30. Shock
 31. Accept
 33. Allotment
 34. Eras
 38. Emerges

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

 39. Cape Verde capital
 40.  __, United Arab Emir-
ates capital
 43. Small amount
 44. Back of the foot
 45. Pakrit language
 49. Home of “60 Minutes”
 50. Condemn
 51. Ailed
 53. Elevated railroad
 54. Rebelliousness
 56. Ancient Greek city
 58. Clothing company (abbr.)
 59. Member of the cabbage 
family
 60. Softens or smooths
 63. Mass of coagulated 
liquid
 64. Problems
 65. Irish Republic
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Dress

  2. Deadly
  3. Says aloud
  4. PT Anderson fi lm “__ Nights”
  5. Teacher (abbr.)
  6. Anesthetized
  7. Anno Domini (in the year of 
Our Lord)
  8. __ and behold
  9. French young women (abbr.)
 10. Scorch
 13. Notre Dame
 14. Express disapproval
 15. Cars need these
 20. Not off
 21. Unit of mass
 22. You
 23. Concealed
 27. Parent-teacher organizations
 29. Approximately 3.14159
 30. Chinese conception of poetry
 31. Satisfaction
 32. College degree

 33. Formerly Ceylon: __ Lanka
 34. Effeminate
 35. Something to solve
 36. Horses like these
 37. Intelligence organization
 38. Blood type
 40. Exhibition
 41. Poisonous plant
 42. Aluminum
 44. Possesses
 45. Penetrate w/ a sharp instrument
 46. Ring-shaped objects
 47. Speaks at church
 48. Form in the mind
 50. Selectors
 51. Probability of default
 52. 2001 Spielberg fi lm
 54. Where to get a sandwich
 55. Newts
 57. Modus operandi
 61. Exists
 62. Politico-economic union

WBHS Terrier Spotlight of the Week 

Each week the administra-
tive team at William Byrd High 
School recognizes faculty and 
staff  members for their wonder-
ful contributions to the students 
and community with the Terrier 
Spotlight of the Week.

Th e fi rst Terrier Spotlight of 
the Week, announced on Janu-
ary 29, went to Beth White-
head. She is one of our phenom-
enal co-teachers and Special 
Education case managers at 
William Byrd. Her intelligence, 
professionalism, and attention 
to detail makes her a joy to work 
with, as does her dry and witty 
sense of humor. She also has a 
way of breaking through with 
some of the most challenging 

students. Where others have 
failed, Whitehead has found 
a way to build those relation-
ships and ultimately get results 
for students. Outside of school, 
she enjoys living her best soc-
cer mom life or tucking into a 
book with a cup of black coff ee. 
Th anks again for all that you do 
to support our students!

Next up is another savvy vet-
eran of William Byrd –Denise 
Sartell. Teaching during the 
pandemic has been challeng-
ing, as well as emotionally and 
spiritually draining on educa-
tors, but you would never know 
by watching Sartell enter school 
each morning. Each day, this 
talented and charismatic art 

teacher enters with a smile and 
positive attitude that inspires 
those around her. Outside of be-
ing a fantastic art and computer 
graphics teacher, she enjoys, 
you guessed it– making art – as 
well as spending time outside 
and snuggling with her doggos. 
Once again, thank you for all 
that you do for our students!

Th e next Terrier Spotlight of 
the Week is Stephanie Taliaferro, 
one of our wonderful econom-
ics and personal fi nance teach-
ers. She and Mrs. Woods are a 
well-oiled machine up in room 
232. Th ey provide both engag-
ing instruction as well as an in-
viting atmosphere for students. 
As if teaching wasn’t physically 

demanding enough, in her spare 
time she enjoys kickboxing or 
attending a spin class. We’d like 
to say thank you again for being 
such a great teacher and won-
derful colleague.

Our fi nal Spotlight is on 
Chloe Scales, everyone’s fa-
vorite Latin teacher. Scales has 
been with William Byrd High 
School for the past fi ve school 
years. During this time, she has 
overseen signifi cant growth in 
the Latin program. Th is should 
come as no surprise for anyone 
who has observed her classroom.  
She is strong instructionally 
and, perhaps more importantly, 
she has a wonderful rapport 
with her students. As any of her 

students will tell you, her room 
is “chill vibes only.” Whether it’s 
one of her Latin classes or the 
Knitting Club that she spon-
sors after school, Scales’ room is 
a place where students can feel 
accepted, safe, and comfortable. 
Outside of teaching, she enjoys 
playing the cello or harp in a 
band with her husband. Fun 
fact: the musician couple fi rst 
met at the Floyd Country Store. 
Th ank you for bringing some of 
that “running on Floyd time” to 
William Byrd and for all that 
you continue to do to support 
our students.

By the Administrative Team 
at William Byrd High School

Beth Whitehead Denise Sartell Stephanie Taliaferro SUBMITTED PHOTOSChloe Scales

WBMS announces A and A/B Honor Rolls for second nine weeks

William Byrd Middle School has an-
nounced students who have been named to 
the A and A/B Honor Rolls for the second 
nine weeks.

Students on the A Honor Roll include:
Grade 6: Alyssa Abdelhadi, Elizabeth 

Abrams, Kyle Bell, Janelle Bibby, Aubrey 
Blewett, Raegan Bowman, Madelyn Brown, 
Hudson Cain, Addison Collins, Cohen 
Cook, Jenna Cruz, Fallon Davis, Colter 
Dean, Carina Dibenedetto, Heidi Dixon, 
Campbell Duff , David Foster, Brandon 
Hurley, Lukas Johnson, Cole Johnston, Stel-
la Jones, Britton Jordan, Landyn Kidman, 
Reagan Kirby, David Krawczyk, Austin 
Kroner, Scotlyn Leonard,  Vincent Liu, Ol-
ivia Long, Helena Longstreth, Olivia Lorek, 
Mia Martin, Emma Milliron, Tyler Minnix, 
Penley Moore, Elena Mullen, Sarah Nguy-
en, Sydney Nichols, Carly Norton, Kendall 

Norton, Sadie Panko, Sebastian Perdomo, 
Michael Ramos, Luke Richardson, Bruce 
Robinson, Abigail Saritelli, Willow Seth, 
Aubrey Sink, Elliott Smith, Riley Spradlin, 
Zachary Stiltner, Bailey Tabor, Zane Telsch, 
Gavin Th ornton, McKayla Tingler, Nicho-
las Toney, Sydney Tuck, Owen Webb, Con-
nor Whitehead, and Maggie Zimmerman.

Grade 7: Kyndall Agee, Joshua Allen, 
Ryan Barber, Kelsey Bell, Ainsley Bolen, 
Braeden Booth, Aubrey Booze, Sophia 
Brown, Kaylin Bumgarner, Lily Carrell, 
Anna Carter, Addison Clark, Sydney Coles, 
Evelyn Dickason, Ashton Dillon, Kendall 
Dodson, Hallie Foster, Samuel Geist, Eliza-
beth Gheen, Sofi a Gonzalez, Kevin Green, 
Benjamin Grimm, Keegan Harnish, Keegan 
Harold, Tyler Harris, Kalee Hayes, Brooke 
Hershel, Ryan Hurley, Macabe James, Cary 
Jones, Brooke Justus, Tate Kotz, Shelby 

Krawczyk, Tatianna Kubik, Carter Leonard, 
Kenady Leonard, Cannin Lutz, Elizabeth 
Martinez, Miley Moses,  Lindsay Murtaugh, 
Emily Ngo, Jayden Niday, Lilian Perez, 
Mallory Peroulas, Gabrielle Romeo, Adle-
igh Ross, Kyle Saccocci, Keith Schult, James 
Smith, Jarrett Smith, Mallory Summo, 
Ethan Sutton, Kaeleigh Swan, Evan Tabor, 
Annabelle Teague, James Toler, Zane Vasser, 
Lucy Whitenack, Darin Witcher, and Len-
non Wright.

Grade 8: Ava Ashworth, Hunter Butter-
worth, Abigail Day, Graysen Divers, Camryn 
Dullaghan, Emily Fisher, Skylar Fitzgerald, 
Kendall Gordon, Aidan Hardy, Sophie Hol-
comb, Hannah Janney, Jada Johnson, Kyle 
Kalinke, Kristin Kochendarfer, Nathaniel 
Lynn, Kaylee Makuch, Ryan Markham, 
Grace Onwi, Ashley Ortiz’Martinez, Eliza 
Otey, Ellawyn Pagan, Christian Parker, 
Madelyn Pittman, Meera Raichura, Gino 
Ruks, Emma Rupe, Gregory Stiltner, Wil-
liam Th ompson, and Camden West.

Students on the A/B Honor Roll in-
clude:

Grade 6: Adok Adok, Erica Barton, Ala-
nah Bonnell, Tanner Bromfi eld, Ava Brown, 
Lane Brunk, Natalie Buck, Riley Carlisle, 
Andrew Carter, Casey Carter, Emily Cline-
bell, Jadarian Davis, Cooper Dooley, Alexis 
Felty, Jaxon Fowler, Lanaiya Hardy, Caiden 
Harnish, Aniyah Harper, Emmalee Harris, 
Austin Hornaday, Shayla Hunt, Christopher 
Hurd, Levi Johnson, Owen Johnson, Alex-
ander Jones, Arianna Krista, Ailynn Macau-
ley, Joseph Madonna, Bradley Martin, Layla 
Matz, Jackson McCoy, Ellie McCulloch, 
Caden McReynolds, , Giovanni Pandolfi ni, 
Brody Parrish, Jeremy Paul, Maggie Peters, 
Nathan Pickeral, Myles Preston, Genevieve 
Price, Th omas Purcell, Adalynne Reeves, 
Grace Reynolds, Hope Reynolds, Makayla 
Ring, Liam Robertson, Colin Rodgers, 
Charley Sherburne, Riley Slusher, Colton 
Sotherden, Noah Spradlin, Tarren Staten, 
Ramsey Stephens, Hayden Sutphin, Aubrey 
Tidrow, Michael Tidrow, Jakeem Toler, Lau-
ren Toney, Izabella Trumble, Kara Watkins, 
Sammara Weaver, Colton West, Logan Wil-
liams, Skye Williams, Makaylah Witt, Lo-
gan Wood, Isabella Worley, Aiden Wright, 

and Mija Zavala.
Grade 7: Jeremy Abbott, Ethan Al-

exander, Logan Andrews, Lillian Ashley, 
Blake Austin, Ceiliann Baldwin, Aiden 
Barton, Olivia Basham, Jacob Bray, Austin 
Bumgarner, Jenna Bunce, Quin Carter, Jil-
lian Christopher, Asher Claybrook, Jacob 
Courtemanche, Matilyn Cox, Kalyn Dan-
gerfi eld, Emma Dooley, Isabella Dudley, 
Nevaeh Edwards, Shelby Ensor, Paul Fer-
rebee, Draven Flinchum, Katelynn Franks, 
Cody Gardner, Braelynn Gibson, Shaun 
Gower, Ryleigh Grubb, Brooke Hale, Av-
ery Harper, Osheanna Hartless, Luke Hel-
ton, Natalie Holland, Jaden Holmes, Owen 
Humphreys, Taylor Jacobsen, Lauren John-
son, Connor Jones, Addison Kincer, Iziah 
Logan, Kennedy Lohrmann, Teddi Lorenz, 
Cara May, Ryan McIntyre, Dagan Miller, 
Autumn Mills, Collin Mills, Parker Minnix, 
Charlotte Mullen, Morgan Odum, William 
Regal, Andrew Reynolds, Meisha Robin-
son, Anna Sanderson, Makenzie Scott, Ava 
Sexton, Dalin Shemoun, Napiray Sierra-
Prin, Mitchell Sigafoes, Ja’niya Silvey, Bryce 
Simpson, Emma Simpson, Tanner Songer, 
Taylor Spangler, Christian Stanley, Payton 
Steahly, Camden Th epsimuong, Angelina 
Th omas, William VanName, Aliyah Ware, 
Devin Wilkins, Noah Williams, and Mor-
rison Wright.

Grade 8: Mario Arias, Natalia Baker, 
Th omas Bibby, Isaiah Board, Marshall 
Bruner, Evan Copening, Lily Cornett, 
Emma Craddock, Madeline Cunningham, 
Zahara Davis, Brogan Dent, Gabriel Dix-
on, Abigail Dooley, Hayden Eads, Savanna 
Fisher, Devin Freeman, Lacie Gibson, Emily 
Glass, Landon Haithcock, Macie Hall, Pay-
ton Hall, Hayden Hamblin-Lish, Nathan 
Hiemstra, Megan Higgins, Allie Jamison, 
Lillian Johnson, Mallory Johnson, Sara 
Lang, Samantha Martin, Emma Matthews, 
Jenna Matthews, Riley Maydian, Khloe 
Mills, Alexander Montgomery, Genevieve 
Paul, Spencer Peters, Ethan Powell, Becca 
Radford, Blake Richardson, Sean Rickman, 
Reid Ruble, Landon Sarver, Vanessa Sattah, 
Ian Sigmon, Stephen Underwood, Connor 
Wheeler, Sarah Wilcox, Carson Wood, and 
Mary Wray.

2020 Regional Paycheck 
Protection Program data

2020 Regional Pay-
check Protection Program 
data

Under the U.S. Small 
Business Administration 
(SBA), the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program (PPP) 
started as a result of COV-
ID. Th e program guaran-
tees loans made by private 
sector fi nancial institu-
tions. Loans can be for-
given (becoming a grant) 
provided 60 percent of the 
funds are used for payroll 
to help retain workers. 

Applicants had to self-
certify that they were 
eligible for PPP loans. All 
loans over $2 million will 
be reviewed by the SBA. 
Based on data released in 
December, these are high-
lights from the RVARC 
region:

Loans under $150,000 
were given to 3,287 busi-
nesses in the Roanoke Val-
ley-Alleghany Regional 
Commission region.

Th ese smaller loans to-
tal $113.4 million and po-
tentially benefi ted 10,920 
jobs as reported by the 
small businesses.

544 additional busi-
nesses received loans be-
tween $150,000 and $10 
million, which helped 
support 23,622 jobs as 
self-reported by these 
businesses.

Two businesses re-
ceived over $5 million in 
loans.  Twenty-nine busi-
nesses received between 
$2-5 million, and 40 busi-
nesses received between 
$1-2 million.

In total, about 38 per-

cent of the region’s busi-
nesses received assistance 
from the PPP.

Using self-reported 
data, 24 percent of the re-
gion’s jobs were identifi ed 
as potential benefi ciaries. 

Transparency rules 
allow businesses that 
received more than 
$150,000 to be identifi ed 
by name in the database.

Th e Paycheck Protec-
tion Program (PPP) has 
been reopened and will 
accept second applica-
tions from businesses that 
received fi rst round PPP 
loans. Visit the SBA web-
site to learn more. https://
www.sba.gov/funding-
programs/ loans/coro-
navirus-relief-options/
paycheck-protection-pro-
gram
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PEOPLE, PLACES AND THINGS

Cam Contracting, 
LLC

Alan McNutt, Owner
540-204-0004 (Cell)

camcontracting1@gmail.com
Troutville, VA  24175

Class A Contractor # 038878A

Replacement 
Windows

Owner Installed 

No Subcontractors

Over 40 years of 
experience in window repair 

and installation!

ATTENTION SENIOR CITIZENS!
Are you sick and tired of low or non-existent in-
terest rates on bank taxable C.D.’s and savings 
accounts? Certificate of Deposit earnings are 
taxable each year whether you take those earn-
ings or not. With rates around 2.25%, you are 
losing money every year because of inflation at 
3%+ per year.

As the Coronavirus rages, it is unknown what 
the financial ramifications will be from this pan-
demic or how it will ultimately affect banking 
and/or investments.

Please contact us today at 540-981-0887 for a FREE one hour consultation 
to address the solution to this problem or if you would like to discuss alter-
natives which can alleviate your concerns regarding low taxable C.D. rates 
to overcome the taxes on your C.D.’s and how inflation affects those rates..

John C. Brake & Associates, Inc., 203A East Jackson Avenue, Vinton, VA 
24179, 540-981-0887. Please leave your name and telephone number and 
the best time to call.

Email: brake_agency@brake.roacoxmail.com

Inflation calculator at this website: https://www.usinflationcalculator.
com/inflation/current-inflation-rates/

We are excited about the 
opening of Joe Goodpies! 
Th ey held a “soft opening” 
this week for friends and 
family. Th e food was amaz-
ing, the place is beautiful 
and the staff  was fantastic! 
Another great addition to 
our downtown landscape!   
More to come soon. Pic-
tured is a mural by Vin-
ton’s own Tonya Weaver 
Kirk – a tribute to the Vin-
yard family for their long 
contribution to the Vinton 

community. 
Another new addition 

to our downtown:   Art-
works is a new fi ne arts gal-
lery opening within Earth-
works Pottery, LLC. Th e 
gallery will be open Th urs-
day through Saturday from 
noon to 5 p.m. Artwork 
includes paintings, pot-
tery, prints, gifts and cards 
created by Roanoke Valley 
artists Bobbie Caton, Leah 
Coff man, Susan McLaren 
and Jim Privatera.

Caton is a regional wa-
tercolor artist who has 
expanded into creative 
use of alcohol ink, acrylic 
and collage. Her work has 
been displayed through-
out the Roanoke and 

New River Valleys and 
the Alleghany Highlands.
Coff man is a Botetourt-
based watercolor artist who 
also explores other media 
such as alcohol ink, graph-
ite, acrylic on canvas and 
oil. She has had work on 
display in the Floyd Center 
for the Arts and in the Moss 
Arts Center in Blacksburg.
McLaren is a regional 
watercolor artist with 
work in other media in-
cluding acrylic and pen 
and ink. Her work has 
been displayed in the Al-
legheny Highlands and 
in the Roanoke Valley.
Privitera is a well-known 
Vinton potter who regu-
larly teaches classes out of 

his Earthworks studio and 
displays his work in the 
new Artworks gallery and 
other venues around the 
Roanoke Valley.

All the artists are de-
lighted to be part of the 
Vinton community. We 
are celebrating Th ursday, 
Feb. 5 at 11:30 with a rib-
bon cutting. How neat is it 
that our little town has an 
art and pottery studio! 

Do you have a business 
idea or invention? Th e 
Gauntlet might be for you! 
Th ere’s still time to sign up 
for Virginia’s largest Busi-
ness Program & Competi-
tion! Take the plunge, you 
will be glad you did! Sign 
up today at www.thead-

vancementfoundation.org! 
Classes start February 9.

For more informa-
tion, contact Shannon N. 
Dominguez at (434) 609-
1172 (cell), www.Th eAd-

vancementFoundation.org.
Remember to mark 

your calendars. We have 
changed the date of the Se-
nior Services Expo to Sep-
tember 21.  

Angie
Chewning

Filling in for Bootie

Greetings once again 
from the Vinton Library, 
where love is in the air! 
February is National Li-
brary Lovers’ Month, and 
we hope that all of the 
library lovers in the area 
will come celebrate with 
us. 

Just as a reminder, 
we’ve reopened our doors 
for patrons to come inside 
and use the library. We’re 
open on a reservation ba-
sis for Roanoke County 
residents. County resi-
dents can call or go online 
to book a one-hour reser-
vation, then come inside 
to browse, use computers, 
or take advantage of our 
many other services. We 
hope you’ll make a res-
ervation soon and come 
show us how much you 
love your library!

Th e reason this month-
ly column is called “Be-
yond Books” is because we 
want to use this space to 
highlight the many ways 
we try to serve our pa-
trons and the community. 
Everyone knows they can 
get a book at the library, 
but not everyone knows 
we have full print, copy 
and scanning services, or 
that we regularly host pet 
adoption events in coop-
eration with RCACP, or 
that we have a state-of-
the-art telescope that pa-
trons can take home with 
them. And now we’re 
adding another item to 
that list of services that go 
“beyond books” – Happy-
Lights!

A HappyLight is a ther-
apeutic lamp that emits a 
bright white full-spectrum 
light that safely mim-
ics sunlight (without the 
harmful UV rays). Th ey 
are proven to help with 
winter blues, light depri-
vation, jet lag, Circadian 
rhythm disruption, and 
more. Th e Vinton Library 
has received a number of 
these helpful lamps that 
our patrons can check 
out for a 14-day period, 
and these short, gloomy 
February days are perfect 
to try one out. If you’re 
interested, or just want to 
learn more about Happy-
Lights, give us a call.

One of the main ways 
we go “beyond books” at 
the library is with all of 
our classes and programs! 
Here is a sample of what’s 
going on this month. 
Online Zoom programs 
require registration; go 
online at rocolibrary.org 
to sign up and to view the 
full calendar.

Are you interested in 
calligraphy but don’t know 
where to start? Join us for 
Calligraphy for Beginners 
on Zoom, Tuesday, Feb. 9 
at 7 p.m. You’ll learn the 
history, techniques, and 
applications of the West-
ern branch of this timeless 
art form.

Stop by the Vinton Li-
brary between Monday, 
Feb. 8 and Monday, Feb. 
15 for your own Great 
Backyard Bird Count Kit! 
Kits include a bird feeder 
craft, a backyard bird 
count bingo card, and 
information about par-
ticipating in the Audubon 
Society’s Great Backyard 

Bird Count. 
Learn more about 

the library’s online 
off erings at Virtual 
Library Tour: Data-
bases on Wednesday, 
Feb. 24 at 6 p.m. on 
Zoom. We’ll be taking 
a guided tour of the 
databases available for 
free online with your 
library card. Explore 
Lynda.com, Consumer 
Reports, Morningstar, 
and much more.

Parents! Did you 
know that the Win-
ter Reading Program 
is underway? And did 
you know that you can 
participate too? Th is 
year’s program started 
in January, but don’t 
worry if you’re getting 
a late start, because you 
can count books all the 
way until March 5. 
We’re counting books 
on the Beanstack app 
this year, just like we 
did with the Summer 
Reading Program. Just 
download the app and 
fi nd Roanoke County 
Public Libraries. Once 
you’re signed up, it’s 
just a matter of logging 
the books that you or 
your kids read. You 
only have to read two 
books to earn a prize! If 
you have any questions 
about how the program 
or the app works, give 
us a call at 857-5043 
and we’ll be happy to 
walk you through it!

Here at the Vinton 
Library, we love our 
patrons, and we hope 
you love the library 
too. Stop in this Li-
brary Lovers’ Month 
and see us or join us 
on Zoom at any of our 
informative and fun 
programs. Follow us 
on social media @ro-
copublib to see all the 
ways you can show the 
love! We can’t wait to 
see you at the Vinton 
Library, where we meet 
you at your wonder.

By Vinton 
Library Assistant 

Bryce Chalkley

Roanoke County School Board meets in work session

Th e Roanoke County School 
Board met on February 2 for a work 
session covering a wide variety of top-
ics from the mental health of students 
during the pandemic to reopening the 
fall sports program in the middle and 
high schools to the proposed budget 
for the next school year to a COVID 
update.

Dr. Shawn Hughes, director of 
School Counseling, talked with board 
members about eff orts by the school 
system to address the mental health of 
students who have been signifi cantly 
impacted by the pandemic and subse-
quent school disruptions.

Hughes emphasized the support 
needed from a partnership of par-
ents and the schools to lower stu-
dent anxiety, depression, isolation, 
sleeplessness, and even trauma, dur-
ing these challenging circumstances. 
She noted that students need outlets 
such as extracurricular activities and 
socialization to reduce stress; they 
need structure and routines; and they 
need certainty in their lives. Tim Gre-
enway, Vinton’s representative to the 
School Board, echoed the concerns of 
Hughes that the mental health issues 
caused by the pandemic will linger for 
years and must be dealt with.

A special eff ort has been made, dur-
ing the course of this unprecedented 
school year, to train educators to spot 
students with mental health issues, 
including suicide prevention training 
and development of a crisis tip-sheet. 
David Linden, who represents the 
Hollins District, asked Hughes if it 

could be determined which students 
might be experiencing the most stress 
and mental health issues—those who 
are learning 100 percent virtually or 
those who are attending school in-
person, at least part-time. Hughes 
said there does not appear to be a clear 
distinction between the two groups as 
far as mental health is concerned. Th e 
majority of students have adapted to 
the situation and learned to be resil-
ient. Th e schools have tiered programs 
to help those who are struggling.

Chris Lowe, director of Facilities 
& Operations for RCPS, presented 
a comprehensive list of updates on 
maintenance and construction proj-
ects underway or planned—every-
thing from lights replaced at W.E. 
Cundiff  Elementary to replacing 
sprinkler heads at William Byrd Mid-
dle to the upcoming renovations at 
William Byrd High School. 

He also detailed plans to restruc-
ture the maintenance teams in the 
county schools to make the system 
more preventative and less reactive. 
Maintenance teams would be set up 
in fi ve zones—mainly adhering to 
Magisterial Districts—with one elec-
trician, one plumber, two HVAC 
technicians, and one maintenance 
coordinator responsible for each zone. 
He believes this plan will help chip 
away at the school system’s 500+ out-
standing work orders. 

Dr. Rhonda Stegall, executive di-
rector of Administration, gave her 
usual COVID update with the good 
news that “our numbers of cases are 
coming down.” RCPS faculty and 
staff  are scheduled for their second 
doses of the COVID vaccine on Feb-

ruary 12 in another mass event.
She led a lengthy discussion of 

the options for scheduling fall sports 
(football, competitive cheerleading, 
volleyball, golf, cross country) and 
whether middle and high school stu-
dents will compete “In County” or 
“In District.” Th e board will make a 
decision at its next meeting on Febru-
ary 11.

Director of Finance Susan Peterson 
continued discussion of the proposed 
budget for the 2021-2022 school year, 
covering the topics of compensation, 
benefi ts, and departmental budget 
requests. Th e school system hopes to 
provide raises for employees, includ-
ing teachers and support personnel, as 
well as increase the pay for substitute 
teachers, nurses, and instructional 
assistants. She shared the good news 
that health insurance premiums will 
not be increasing for employees next 
year.

Peterson hopes to recoup budget 
items which had to be slashed from 
the 2020-2021 budget due to the 
pandemic.

Th ere was a brief discussion of the 
amount of money the school system 
is required to pay annually for fl ood 
insurance and an upcoming increase 
of 25 percent in those charges. Th e 
Burton Center for Arts and Technol-
ogy (BCAT) is the reason for most of 
those expenses (some $180,000 annu-
ally) as it lies in the fl oodplain in Sa-
lem. Th is fact gave the School Board 
renewed determination to build a new 
BCAT facility near the Central Ad-
ministration building on Cove Road. 
Back Creek Elementary also lies in the 
fl oodplain.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Th e 2021 Terrier Lacrosse Girls 
Youth Lacrosse season gets under-
way in March. Registration is cur-
rently open for elementary and 
middle school age players. Th e 
season extends from mid-March 
through mid-May.

Th e Terrier Lacrosse Club is a 
non-profi t organization dedicated 
to developing skills and sportsman-
ship in a safe, positive, and fun en-
vironment.

It is the feeder program for Wil-
liam Byrd High School, ensuring 
players have fundamental skills be-
fore playing at the high school level.

Players interested in participat-
ing have some options to gain more 
information:

Like the Terrier Lacrosse page @
terrierlaxclub

Register on their website at www.
roanokelax.com 

Email terrierlaxclub@gmail.com 
Grant Beecher is the Terrier La-

crosse Club president. Th e coaches 
include Beecher, who is head coach 
for the middle school team; Kelsey 
Harris, the head coach for the el-
ementary team; Chris Rupe and 
Aaron Hylton.  Board members in-
clude Beecher, Vice President Aar-
on Hylton, Treasurer Kim Hylton, 
and Gloria Harris, secretary and 
fundraising chair.

Beecher describes lacrosse as 
“one of the fastest growing sports in 
the United States and getting great 
movement globally.  It is a wonder-
ful community no matter where 
you go.  Girls lacrosse is also a very 
inexpensive sport for the beginner.” 

He advises that “anyone inter-
ested in playing should try it even 
they don’t have any experience.  La-
crosse is a sport a person can pick 
up whether they are in elementary 
school or high school.  Th e coach-
ing staff  is trained through US La-
crosse to help any level player to 
grow and become better.

“As a coach of diff erent sports, 
I will say I haven’t found a sport 
like lacrosse that promotes unity 
and team spirit,” Beecher add-
ed.   “It never ceases to amaze me 
how these girls really support each 
other.   Over my years of coach-
ing, I have heard from players who 
join lacrosse because they heard we 
promote fun and skills at the same 
time.”

Terrier Lacrosse Club recruiting 
elementary/middle school youth



Page 4 • Thursday, February 4, 2021 • The Vinton Messenger www.ourvalley.org

Call Tucker Frye at 309-9485
or email tfrye@ourvalley.org

to advertise in this space.

Celebrating The Town of              ! 

ADVERTISE! Want to keep up with local news, 
sports and events?

SUBCRIBE TODAY

Call (540) 389-9355

USPS 660-020
(540) 473-2741

1633 W. Main St. 
Salem, VA 24153

ourvalley.org

Michael Showell, Publisher ..........................................................
Lynn Hurst, General Manager ..................... lhurst@ourvalley.org
Daniel Tyson, Editor ........................fi ncastle.editor@ourvalley.org
Debbie Adams, Staff  Writer........................dadams@ourvalley.org
Brian Hoff man, Sports Editor ................ bhoff man@ourvalley.org
Betty Jo Barger, Copy Editor .....................fi ncastle@ourvalley.org
James "Tucker" Frye, Advertising ................... tfrye@ourvalley.org

Submissions: dadams@ourvalley.org

To subscribe: (540) 473-2741 

The Vinton Messenger (USPS 660-020) is published weekly for 

$41 a year in Vinton and Roanoke County, $45 a year in adjoining 

counties, $49 a year out of state and the yearly bundle is $59 a year 

by Virginia Media Inc.  P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901. Periodical 

postage paid at Vinton, VA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to THE VINTON MESSENGER, P.O. Box 1125, Salem, Va 24153

The Vinton Messenger encourages letters from our readers on topics 
of general interest to the community and responses to our articles 
and columns. Letters must be signed and have a telephone number 
where you can be reached to be considered for publication. All letters 
will be verifi ed by telephone before publication. The Messenger 
reserves the right to deny publication of any letter and edit  letters for 
length content and style.

TheVinton
Messenger

EPA Brownfi elds Grant work continues

Th e EPA’s Brownfi elds 
Program empowers states, 
communities, and other 
stakeholders to work togeth-
er to prevent, assess, safely 
clean up, and sustainably 
reuse brownfi elds. 

A brownfi eld site is real 
property, the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of 
which may be complicated 
by the presence or poten-
tial presence of a hazardous 
substance, pollutant, or con-
taminant. 

Basically, the purpose of 
the program is to return va-
cant or underutilized prop-
erties to productive reuse by 
providing funds for initial 
assessments and planning 
that will serve to incentivize 
investment and jumpstart 
redevelopment and revital-
ization. 

Th e Small Business Lia-
bility Relief and Brownfi elds 
Revitalization Act passed in 
2002 and amended in 2018 
was designed to help states 
and communities around 

the country clean up and re-
vitalize brownfi eld sites. 

Under this law, the EPA 
provides fi nancial assis-
tance to eligible applicants 
through fi ve competitive 
grant programs: Multipur-
pose Grants, Assessment 
Grants, Revolving Loan 
Fund Grants, Cleanup 
Grants, and Environmental 
Workforce Development 
and Job Training Grants. 

In 2019, the Town of 
Vinton was awarded a 
Brownfi elds Assessment 
Grant in the amount of 
$300,000, targeting four 
areas: the Route 24 /Wash-
ington Avenue/Gus Nicks 
Boulevard area, the Route 
634/Virginia Avenue/Hardy 
Road area, Pollard Street, 
and the Cleveland and Jack-
son Avenues area. 

Community-wide haz-
ardous substances grant 
funds ($180,000) were des-
ignated to be used to con-
duct six Phase I and two 
Phase II environmental site 
assessments. Community-
wide petroleum grant funds 
($120,000) were to be used 

to conduct four Phase I and 
one Phase II environmental 
site assessments. 

Both types were to be 
used to develop a GIS-based 
brownfi elds site inventory 
and database, to prioritize 
sites, to develop three clean-
up plans, and to support 
community outreach activi-
ties.

Th e Town of Vinton 
signed a contract with the 
Draper Aden Associates 
consulting fi rm to manage 
the grant in January 2020. 
Draper Aden Associates 
Design Engineer Stephanie 
Houston is serving as the 
project manager. 

A Brownfi elds Redevel-
opment Advisory Group 
(BRAG) was formed early 
on in the process made up 
of town staff , residents, and 
regional offi  cials.

In June 2020, Houston 
organized an online BRAG 
session which presented an 
overview of the grant pro-
gram and what was to come. 
On January 27, 2021, she 
updated the Town of Vinton 
and the advisory group via a 
Zoom meeting on progress 
on the grant activities and 
Brownfi elds inventories that 
have been completed or are 
in various stages of comple-
tion. 

Brownfi elds Inventories 
have included collecting a 
list of brownfi eld sites in 
Vinton, collecting infor-
mation about the specifi c 
brownfi eld sites, and pri-
oritizing the order in which 
brownfi elds sites should be 
assessed. 

As of January 4, 2021, 
eight Property Approval 
Questionnaires (PAQs) 
which have been submitted 

for funding approval by the 
EPA have been approved 
and are in various stages of 
completion:

Proposed hotel site 
bounded by Pollard Street, 
First Street, and Cedar Av-
enue: Proposed Phase II ac-
tions including the Phase II 
ESA (Environmental Site 
Assessments) with soil and/
or groundwater sampling 
to evaluate whether con-
tamination is actually pres-
ent on the subject property, 
and a Hotel Market Study 
have been completed and 
approved for the hotel site. 
A Marketing RFP has been 
proposed and approved and 
is on-going. A Phase II ESA 
was completed for the hotel 
site using funds from the 
EPA Brownfi elds Grant and 
the Virginia Brownfi elds As-
sistance Fund (VBAF) grant.  
DPC Hospitality completed 
a hotel market study for the 
Vinton hotel site on July 13, 
2020, which was soon after 
presented to town council. 
Th e market study indicated 
there is a market justifi cation 
for a limited-service hotel 
in the area, that occupancy 
will most likely stabilize at 
73 percent by 2025 (with an 
opening in 2023), and that 
its Internal Rate of Return 
will be 20.2 percent. DPC 
will now begin a targeted 
search for developers, pre-
pare RFP’s, and review pro-
posals to select a developer 
for the project.

Properties on Cleveland 
Avenue/Pine Street/Jackson 
Avenue, and Hardy Road: 
Phase I assessments (a review 
of records and visual inspec-
tion of the subject property 
and surrounding properties 
to assess the possibility of 

contamination on the prop-
erty) have been proposed, 
approved, and are pending 
for these properties.

Former William Byrd 
High School site on High-
land Avenue: Phase 1 inven-
tories have been proposed, 
approved, and completed 
at the former William Byrd 
High School annex, along 
with an ACM/LBP survey 
(Asbestos-Containing Ma-
terials/Lead Based Paint). A 
Phase 1 Environmental Site 
Assessment was completed 
at the annex in August 2020 
which allowed the developer 
to obtain a loan and move 
forward in redeveloping the 
site.

Former Steve’s Garage 
on Jackson Avenue: A 
Phase I inventory has also 
been proposed, approved, 
and completed for this site. 
A Phase II inventory at 
the property is pending. A 
Phase I ESA at the garage 
was completed in Septem-
ber 2020 which allowed 
the town to move forward 
with possible options for 
redevelopment into a recre-
ational area or event space. 
Th e redevelopment of this 
site will support the town’s 
Downtown Revitalization 
and Walnut Avenue Bike/
Pedestrian Accommoda-
tions Project.

Gish’s Mill site: An ini-
tial structural assessment 
for storm damage at the 
historic Gish’s Mill site 
was completed on June 22, 
2020, as part of a Virginia 
Department of Historic 
Resources disaster relief 
grant. Vinton’s Principal 
Planner Nathan McClung 
explained more assessments 
are underway at Gish’s Mill 

related to its location in the 
fl ood plain and rezoning 
issues to be dealt with be-
ginning with the Planning 
Commission.

Approximately 31 per-
cent of the initial funding 
has been spent to date, with 
about $200,000 approved 
but not yet committed to 
specifi c projects. 

Th e current three-year 
Brownfi elds Grant cycle 
will end September 30, 
2022, leaving about 18 
months to go, but Houston 
said many grantees have 
seen great success in main-
taining funding for many 
years with multiple grants.

Now that work is well 
underway with the hotel 
and Gish Mill sites, Hous-
ton asked the committee to 
consider which of the sites 
to tackle next or whether 
there are other properties 
they would like to add to 
the list.

Vinton Director of Plan-
ning and Zoning Anita 
McMillan suggested con-
centrating on the Cleveland 
Avenue/Pine Street/Jackson 
Avenue properties and add-
ing property adjacent to 
Gish’s Mill to the target ar-
eas. All are privately owned.

Lori Kroll from Draper 
Aden and Vinton resident 
Janet Scheid suggested a 
planning/designing cha-
rette to gain neighborhood 
input on potential redevel-
opment of the Cleveland 
Avenue properties.

Th e consensus was that 
the focus should next be on 
the Cleveland Avenue prop-
erties and the property bor-
dering Gish’s Mill. Houston 
will begin in-depth work on 
plans for those sites.

PHOTO BY DRAPER ADEN
Property on Cleveland Avenue in Vinton is on the target 
list for Brownfield Grant Assessments spending.

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

Farmburguesa provides hot meals for seniors
Th e LOA has expressed 

its appreciation to the Farm-
burguesa restaurants who 
partnered with the  Plating 

Change Initiative in provid-
ing 250 hot meals for local 
seniors in January. Some 
of the seniors at Clearview 

Manor and Porter’s Haven 
in Vinton, McCray Court, 
Elm Manor, and Morn-
ingside Manor, along with 
Diner’s Club members and 
some of Meals-on-Wheels 
clients received a hot burger 
and waffl  e fries from Farm-
burguesa. 

“We are so grateful for 
this extra special treat for 
our seniors with food in-
security!” LOA representa-
tives commented.

Farmburguesa was also 

involved in an eight-week 
campaign through the Plat-
ing Change Initiative to 
serve over 2,000 hot meals 
to residents across the Roa-
noke Valley. Partners were 
US Foods, PMI Payroll 
Management, Feeding 
America, Commonwealth 
Catholic Charities, Th e 
Least of Th ese, the LOA, 
the United Way, and the 
Town of Vinton govern-
ment.

Residents and staff  at 

Berkshire Health and Re-
hab received meals as part 
of the initiative.

Farmburguesa co-owners 
Jimmy Delgado and Kat 
Pascal and Farmburguesa 
were recognized as 2020 
FRONTLeaders in Busi-
ness on the Service Front in 
restaurants for “aggressively 
marketing home delivery 
and curbside pick-up, to 
setting up outdoor dining 
areas, sometimes in park-
ing lots” by Valley Business 

FRONT. 
Farmburguesa launched 

its in-house delivery busi-
ness the very day last spring 
the owners were told by the 
governor they had to close 
down due to the pandemic, 
enabling them to keep their 
employees on the payroll.

Th ere are two Farm-
burguesa locations – the 
original one on Pollard 
Street in Vinton and an-
other at Grandin Village in 
Roanoke.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Kat Pascal and Jimmy Delgado (right) deliver  meals to employees and residents of the Berkshire Health and 
Rehabilitation Center in Vinton, accompanied by Vinton Director of Community Programs Chasity Barbour (left).
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Williams Carpet 
Cleaning

“I am the slowest carpet 
cleaner in the 

Roanoke Valley.”

“I will give your carpet 
the time and attention it 
deserves to produce the 
best results possible.”

I wanted to share with you a 
verse that has been on my heart 
since the end of 2020. It is a fa-
miliar passage for many of us, 
and I admit that I previously 
focused on one section and 
missed something vitally im-
portant for how we walk today.

Matthew 9:35–38 
(NKJV):   35 Th en Jesus went 
about all the cities and vil-
lages, teaching in their syna-
gogues, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and healing 
every sickness and every disease 
among the people. 

36 But when He saw the 
multitudes, He was moved with 

compassion for them, because 
they were weary and scattered, 
like sheep having no shepherd. 

37 Th en He said to His disci-
ples, “Th e harvest truly is plen-
tiful, but the laborers are few. 

38 Th erefore pray the Lord 
of the harvest to send out labor-
ers into His harvest.”

We are very familiar with 
the truth in this passage regard-
ing the harvest and our biblical 
mandate to be a co-laborer in 
His Harvest. What we don’t see 
at fi rst glance is the heart of our 
Savior and the example it sets 
for us today. 

In verse 36 one must note 
that Jesus was “moved with 
compassion, because they were 
weary and scattered, like sheep 
having no shepherd.” 

When I reread this passage 
during 2020, I must admit that 
I refl ected on the natural move-
ment of my own heart when 
seeing “the multitudes” and re-
alized that I had some serious 
growing to do! I am tempted 
to look at people in weary situ-
ations and dismiss their plight 
with a simple “they are weary 
because of their own doing” or 
“they knew better.” In short, my 
natural heart move was not to 
compassion like Jesus but rath-
er frustration, calloused, and 
compassion absent thinking. 

As a pastor, this convicted 
me to the core. Jesus, know-
ing the people’s weariness and 
the cause, was still moved with 
compassion. Our almighty and 
all-knowing Jesus even knew 

their failures in the future, yet 
His fi rst heart move was to have 
compassion. 

We also see that Jesus, as 
He was dying on the cross for 
our sins, was also moved with 
compassion for those who were 
nailing Him to the cross. What 
an example for us today! Th e 
cry of my heart after seeing this 
truth is Lord, help me to please 
see people’s weariness and be 
moved with compassion. I be-
lieve that should be all of our 
cry during this politically and 
socially divided season. 

We should look past people’s 
hardened exterior, their own 
short comings and be like Je-
sus. We should notice and care 
for their weariness. Whether it 
was their own fault or not, they 

are still hurting. Our world is 
so full of people who are weary 
and hurting. Th ey are like sheep 
without a shepherd. Th ey are 
lost and tired. Maybe it would 
change our world if we all were 
moved with compassion fi rst. 
Will you join me in changing 
your perspective and asking 
God to help you in the area of 
compassion?

Lord, thank you so much 
for being a God who cares so 
deeply that you are moved with 
compassion. Please help me to 
be moved with compassion like 
you. Help me to see people’s 
weariness over their faults and 
shortcomings. Help me to give 
light in this dark world. Amen. 

By Pastor Gareth Stephenson, 
Parkway House of Prayer

Compassion

From the Pulpit

for Auto Trim Design while 
he was still in high school 
and remained there until 
he became self-employed in 
1998.

He now has two employ-
ees, his son Trevor, and Paul 
Griffi  n, a graphic designer 
who works part-time. Trevor 
also graduated from WBHS 
and shares his father’s artistic 
skills. Griffi  n is from Boston 
and works for the Vinton 
Post Offi  ce.

Th eir process begins with 
a consultation with clients 
on their design vision to de-
termine what the customer 
hopes to achieve. Sun Solu-
tions then translates that vi-
sion to reality using Corel-
Draw professional graphic 
design software. Th ey engi-
neer the design digitally on 
an enormous onsite printer 
loaded with rolls of vinyl 
from suppliers 3M and Av-
ery. Th ey laminate the vinyl 
and install the end product.

Th eir materials are high 
quality vinyl made to stretch 
and conform to the shape of 
the vehicle or space. Th e rolls 
of printed designs resemble 
peel-and-stick contact paper, 
although much easier and 
more forgiving to work with.

Once the design is com-
plete, it takes a couple of 

days to install. With an in-
house printer and custom 
cutter, they off er a quick 
turn-around time.

While Sun Solutions does 
vehicle wraps for all sorts of 
companies, they also design 
and install graphics on per-
sonal vehicles for individu-
als. 

“Wraps are usually cheap-
er than a paint job and much 
more individualized,” said 
Belcher. 

Th ey create wall wraps for 
homes and businesses. One 
of the most memorable was 
a NASCAR wall for a die-
hard race fan. 

“Th e sky is the limit,” said 
Belcher. “We can make your 
fantasies into reality and 
make your home or vehicle 
into one of a kind.”

Sun Solutions is in the 

process of designing more 
signage and banners for the 
town. It also has worked 
with Peters on a unique con-
cept to use perforated vinyl 
window statics to cover some 
of the projects that are under 
construction in the town.

“For example, Twin 
Creeks Brewing Company 
has a gray tarp in the win-
dow at 109 South Pollard,” 
said Peters. “I am working 
with them to create a win-
dow static to highlight the 
activity going on inside and 
look a little more attractive 
in the meantime. We’ll do 
something similar at 121 
East Lee, now that Jeff  Jan-
ney has leased that space for 
warehousing. Th ese statics 
will highlight the businesses, 
also featuring the ‘InVin-
ton’ branding. With all the 

activity in town and traffi  c 
driving through every day, I 
don’t want to miss a single 
opportunity to highlight 
what’s going on.”

Sun Solutions is open 
from 8:30 to 5 Monday 
through Friday, and can 
be reached at 342-6505. A 
gallery of their work can be 

seen online at www.moto-
solutions.com or on their 
Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/sunso-
lutions. 

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Sun Solutions also designed  and installed wraps for 
Botetourt County.

Sun Solutions owner Jeff Belcher and Vinton Director 
of Programs Chasity Barbour discuss new banners the 
company is producing for the town.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
Sun Solutions creates and installs the wraps for 
Carilion, including its Lifeguard helicopters. The 
company’s work is seen across the valley and beyond.

Sun Solutions from page 1

PET OF THE WEEK

“Mack”, 5 years old, neutered male
Mack is a gentle giant who loves to play. He is always 
down for a good game of tug. He is only reserved until 
he gets to know you and then he has a wide open 
personality and lots of love to give.

“Rolo”, 1 year old, neutered male
Rolo came to us very scared and reserved. Our staff 
has been showing him that humans can be pretty cool 
and worthy of trust and he has been learning how to 
play and snuggle. He would love a quiet home to call 
his own. 

“Clarice”, 1 year old, spayed female
Clarice is shy but very sweet and would love a quiet 
home where she can snuggle up with her human. She 
has been staying in a wonderful foster home for the 
last few weeks and is really coming out of her shell and 
showing her lovely, sweet personality. 
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Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - lo-
cated at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tra-
ditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 
4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. 
Travis Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary 
Service 8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Tra-
ditional Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  
Family Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., 
Children’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 
6:30 p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke VA 
24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Baptized… 
Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with us! Sunday 
Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.christianchurchof-
christclearbrook.org

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom,  is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings or call 540-353-5365 
and leave a message.  We will return your call.  
Also visit www.eckankar.org for more informa-
tion about the spiritual freedom of Eckankar.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 

1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James 
B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Wor-
ship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 

Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-
mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST
CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-512-
8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School - 9:45
a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children -
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Read Numbers 1:1 through 
2:34

In our fragmented families 
today, it is diffi cult to under-
stand the closeness of Isra-
elite families. They worked 
together, lived in the same 
area, and had tribal leaders 
who counseled them, taught 
them God’s Law, and arbi-
trated their disputes. God ap-
pointed a leader from each 
tribe to help Moses count 
the men of his tribe. God also 
told them where to arrange 
their tents so each tribe lived 
together. By living so closely 
together, they must have 
learned a great deal about 
getting along with one an-
other.

So the Israelites did every

thing the Lord commanded 
Moses; that is the way they 
encamped under their stan-
dards, and that is the way 
they set out, each of them 
with their clan and family 
(Numbers 2:34).

In today’s society, respect is 
often a missing ingredient in 
families. Often, families inten-
tionally live a distance from 
each other so they don’t have 
to spend much time together. 
Maybe we should return to 
the Israelite model and learn 
to appreciate and depend on 
one another more.

Thought for Today: The fam-
ily structure is important to 
God.

Quicklook: Numbers 2:32–34

Families Deserve Respect

Winston, who also owns Jersey Lily’s 
Roadhouse Grill on Orange Avenue 
and Jersey Lily’s in Salem, Joe Good-
pies features a brick pizza oven weigh-
ing 10,000 pounds, visible from the 
dining area.

Th e menu features 18 varieties of 
pizza, with freshly made dough and 
sauce – or you can “build your own.” 
Pizzas on the menu range from pep-
peroni to Hawaiian to Margherita to 
Sriracha Shrimp.

Chicken wings, boneless and bone-
in, come with a choice of several sauces 
including Mango Habanero and Dark 
Rum.

Burgers are another specialty, from 
the basic All-American Cheeseburger 
to Th e Sunday Cure (with fried egg, 
ground beef, applewood bacon, cheese, 

tomato, and Bloody Mary ketchup) to 
Maui Wowie. 

Th ere is an array of specialty salads, 
appetizer choices, and hand-cut fries.

Th ere’s a long list of “Sandwiches 
Over Vinton” – heroes, subs, and clubs. 
Th ere are kids meals, weekday lunch, 
and weekend specials, along with Pizza 
Monday, Chicken Wing Tuesday, and 
Burger Wednesday deals.

Th e restaurant off ers beer (bottled 
and on tap), wine, and mixed drinks.

Th e Vinyard Station project got 
underway in November 2019 and has 
kept passing motorists fascinated with 
its steady progress ever since, despite 
the pandemic. 

Th e Vinton Area Chamber of Com-
merce will be hosting a formal ribbon-
cutting for Joe Goodpies in the coming 

weeks. 
According to Vinton Town Manag-

er Pete Peters, the Town of Vinton will 
host a separate ribbon-cutting for the 
entire Vinyard Station Complex, once 
completed, later in the spring, inviting 
members of Town Council, the Roa-
noke County Board of Supervisors, the 
Roanoke County and Town of Vinton 
administrations, and the developers to 
celebrate the project and recognize all 
those who have made contributions to 
a successful completion of the project.

Th ere will be speeches by council 
and board members, tours of the prop-
erty, and recognition of partners and 
businesses who participated in making 
the project a reality.

Call 655-4799 or email eat@jo-
egoodpies.com for more information.

Joe Goodpies from page 1

Members of Vinton Town Council (left to right) Laurie 
Mullins, Keith Liles, and Mike Stovall, attended the 
opening of Joe Goodpies

PHOTOS BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Joe Goodpies features brick oven pizza from their 
10,000 pound pizza oven.

Jason Peters, his wife Candye and their children 
enjoyed the opening of Joe Goodpies. Peters is 
Chairman of the Roanoke County Board of Supervisors 
and represents Vinton on the board.

Developer Dale Wilkinson and General Contractor Greg 
Rhodes renovated the former Vinton Motors to create 
the Vinyard  Station complex, home to Joe Goodpies. 
They elected to keep the original ceiling. 

Holmes named Regional Commission’s 
associate executive director

The Roanoke Valley-Al-
leghany Regional Commission 
(RVARC) has announced that 
Jeremy Holmes has accepted 
the position of associate execu-
tive director. Reporting directly 
to Executive Director Wayne 
Strickland, Holmes will take on 
additional administrative duties 
at the Commission, including 
managing the development of 
the annual work program, along 
with a number of other special 
projects and management du-
ties.

As associate executive direc-
tor he will retain his position 
as Director of RIDE Solutions, 
the regional Commuter Assis-

tance Program he has led since 
he started at the Commission 
in 2006. Holmes has been a fa-
miliar face in Vinton with the 
RIDE Solutions BikeShare pro-
gram in past years and 2019’s 
Tweed Ride.

“I’m thrilled to take on this 
new leadership role at the Com-
mission,” Holmes said. “And 
I’m particularly honored to step 
into a role that has been newly 
created to expand the Commis-
sion’s ability to take on projects 
to better support our local gov-
ernment partners.”

This year represents 
Holmes’15th year at the Com-
mission. During that time, in 

addition to leading the RIDE So-
lutions program, he has worked 
on air quality and sustainability 
programs, including managing 
the Air Quality Action List and 
the Volunteers for Energy Pro-
gram, working with the Livable 
Roanoke Valley partnership, and 
other projects. 

Holmes holds and has held 
leadership roles in the Roanoke 
Valley Cool Cities Coalition, the 
Greater Roanoke Valley Asthma 
and Air Quality Coalition, and 
Healthy Roanoke Valley. Pre-
vious to the Commission, he 
worked at The Roanoke Times 
as the Data Analysis manager in 
the Circulation Department
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FARM LABORER
The farm laborer at Hollow Hill Farm in 
Paint Bank, VA will attend to livestock and 
produce crops. Duties may include feed-
ing, watering, herding, grazing, weighing, 
catching, and loading animals. May main-
tain records on animals; examine animals 
to detect diseases and injuries; assist in 
birth deliveries; and administer medica-
tions, vaccinations, or insecticides as ap-
propriate. Crop planning, planting, and 
harvesting.  Contact Hollow Hill Farm at 
540-897-5786 to apply.

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use ToneKote® 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Experienced 
grocery shopper,  
Prep cook, cook, 

meal planner,  
and dietitian.  

Handyman 

Phone calls ONLY 

WE ARE HIRING 
HOUSEKEEPERS!

Looking for positive, self-motivated indi-
viduals with attention to detail to work 
at The Depot Lodge in Paint Bank, VA. 
We offer competitive pay, flexible 
scheduling, paid vacation time, and 
more.  Contact Cindy at 540-897-6000 or 
cindy@thelemonhotel.com.

LEAD HOUSEKEEPER
The Lead Housekeeper will oversee all 
aspects of the housekeeping and laun-
dry services for The Depot Lodge and 
The Lemon Hotel in Paint Bank, VA.  We 
are looking for a self-motivated, adapt-
able person with excellent team building 
skills.  The successful candidate will be 
detail-oriented to ensure high standards 
of quality are met.  Additional duties in-
clude: preparing work schedules, provid-
ing outstanding customer service, and 
troubleshooting issues as they arise.  Ap-
ply by contacting Cindy at 540-897-6000 
or cindy@thelemonhotel.com.

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ018725-06-00 

In re

Legals - Botetourt 
County

SPECIAL 

SALE OF 
58 Lakeland Circle, 

Troutville, VA 
24175 

Tax Map 
#108(A)(1)BK2-19 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 
OF BOTETOURT  

COUNTY OF 
BOTETOURT, 

VIRGINIA, 

Case No. CL19-619 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL20-2497 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - City of 
Salem

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Craig 
County

ABC NOTICE 

NOTICE OF 
JUDICIAL SALE 

*****IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION****** 

Legals -
Montgomery County

Legals -
Montgomery County
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With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

SUDDENLY SINGLE?
If unexpected life changes have left you 

widowed or divorced and you need 
financial guidance, we can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

REAL ESTATE

ATTN. REALTORS:  Adver-
tise your listings region-

ally or statewide. Aff ord-
able Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results! 
Call Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, landonc@vpa.
net

 SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS $195.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-

one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member. 
https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com.

Accepting Applications 
Through March 26, 2021

The Brown v. Board of Education Scholarship 
Program was established by the Virginia General 
Assembly in 2004 to provide educational 
opportunities for persons who were denied an 
education in Virginia due to the closing of the 
public schools during Massive Resistance between 
1954 and 1964.  The program is open to new eligible 
applicants for the 2021–2022 school year. For 
applications and information on eligibility, visit:

brownscholarship.virginia.gov
or contact Lily Jones, Division of 

Legislative Services, at (804) 698-1888.

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

timate only. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

AUCTIONS
 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Aff ordable 
Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virgin-
ia Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net
 
HOME IMPROVEMENT
 
Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!
 
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators. The weather is in-
creasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 
value!) Schedule your 
FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-877-636-
0738  Special fi nancing 
for qualifi ed customers.
 
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-

blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off  Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-
6667
 

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: 
Advertise your business 
statewide and in other 
states. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners. Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia 

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   
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“Hunter Richards came up big 
and got us a pin to win the match,” 
said Byrd coach Thomas Kessler. 
“Northside came out tough on their 
Senior Night and brought the competi-
tion to us.” 

Last week Byrd swept the two 
Southwest County teams on the 
Terriers’ “Senior Night,” defeating 
Cave Spring once and Hidden Valley 
twice. The Byrdmen have a strong 
senior class with Derek Burton, Gavin 
Ellis, Steve Tingler, Mac Simmons, 
and Jerze Webb. 

“This class has had a dual record of 
32-11 and 325 individual wins between 

key looking to create something. He found Cameron Richardson in the corner 
and he knocked one down with three seconds remaining to send the game into 
overtime. Byrd then outscored  Glenvar, 13-7, in the extra period for the win.

“That was a fun game,” said Cunningham. “It would have been a good one to 
have fans at.”

Richardson  led Byrd with 27 points, 14 of which came in the fourth quarter 
and overtime. Jamie Cawley had 17 and Ruble had eight.

Byrd played host to Hidden Valley for “Senior Night” on Wednesday but 
results were too late for publication. 

The William Byrd Region 3D champion boys swim team is comprised of, left photo left to right: Brycen Nielsen, Cole Kovacevic, Nathan Miller, Aiden Brinkley, Elliott 
Gaines, Colin Murtaugh, Austin Nielsen, Matthew Hoyos, Michael Hoyos and Griffin Horacek. Right photo, these boys comprised the relay teams that broke two school 
records. Left to right: Colin Murtaugh, Nathan Miller, Austin Nielsen and Aiden Brinkley. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

William Byrd boys are Region 3D swimming champions
The William Byrd boys are Region 3D champi-

ons after finishing at the top of a nine school meet 
at the Christiansburg Aquatic Center last weekend. 
Byrd scored 126 points to 109 for second place Cave 
Spring.

“The boys swam so fast!” said Terrier coach Krista 
Martin. “The energy for the whole meet was amaz-
ing.”  

The swimming Terriers started off the day win-
ning the boys’ 200 medley relay and breaking the 
school record from 2015. The previous record in the 
boys’ 200 medley relay was set back in February 
of 2015 by the foursome of Khalil Fonder, Chase 

Plaster, Billy Ferguson and Michael Craddock with a 
time of 1:41.53.  On Saturday the Byrdmen beat that 
record with a time of  1:40.77  with a foursome of 
Aiden Brinkley, Austin Nielsen Colin Murtaugh, and 
Nathan Miller.  

The momentum just kept on going from there. 
Murtaugh won the 50 free with a time of 21.65 
and the 100 fly with a time of 51.15.  Brinkley was 
region champ in the 100 back with a time of 55.64 
and  Nielsen took the 100 breaststroke with a time 
of 1:00.92.  

Byrd ended the meet with another school record in 
the 400 freestyle relay.  The previous record was set 

last year by Nathan Miller, Austin Nielsen, Matthew 
Hoyos and Colin Murtaugh with a time of 3:38.88.  
The 2021 boys won the event and crushed that record 
on Saturday with a time of 3:21.84 set by Miller, 
Murtaugh, Brinkley and Nielsen. 

Six Byrd boys qualified for state, Griffin 
Horacek, Miller, Murtaugh, Brinkley, Nielsen and 
Michael Hoyos. The state will be timed finals at the 
Christiansburg Aquatic Center on Sunday, February 
14th.  

Hidden Valley won the girls’ Region 3D meet, and 
Cave Spring was also the runnerup in that one. Byrd 
finished eighth with 30 points.

The William Byrd indoor track team is gearing up for the post-season with 
“Polar Bear” meets outside. Last Saturday the Terriers were at Northside for a quad 
meet with Cave Spring, Hidden Valley and the host Vikings.

Sela Beatty started the day off with a win in the 55m dash with a time of 7.63 
seconds. Remi Figart finished 3rd with a time of 7.99 and Sydney Blewett finished 
4th in 8.24 seconds. Figart also won the 300m dash with a time of 45.60 seconds 
and Emma Dalton fwas 3rd at 52.58 seconds.  

Emma Gordon won the 500m dash in 1:29.92 and Kelsey Roth was 3rd at 
1:34.04.  In the 55m hurdles Beatty won with a time of 12.37 seconds.  

The 4x200m relay won in 1:56.72 with the team of Chloe Harrilla, Figart, Dalton 
and Beatty.  Blewett won the shot put with a throw of 25’11”.

The boys team had a great day at Northside as Noah Thompson finished 2nd 
in the 55m dash with a time of 7.15.  Isaac Roth won the 300m dash in 38.90 and 
Walker Nance ran 43.68.  Nance won the 55m hurdles with a time 10.10

Dakota Bell won the 500m dash in 1:19.26 and Case Crawford finished 3rd 
in1:24.85. The 4x200m relay team won with a time of 1:43.17 with Roth, Nance, 
Tyler Buxton and Thompson. 

Keaton Band finished 2nd in the shot put with a throw of 32’6” while Jacob 
McKinney finished 4th at 26’1” and Jack Hinkle was 6th at 22’1”.

The Byrd Indoor Track And Field will be traveling to Christiansburg High 
School on February 13th, 2021 for the Region 3 Championships starting at Noon.

William Byrd indoor team
heating up in outdoor meets

Byrd’s Noah Thompson runs at a “Polar Bear” meet. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

The William Byrd girls’ basketball 
team will be competing in the Region 
3D tournament next week, but coach 
Brad Greenway has no idea who or 
where the girls will play. That will be 
decided sometime before Monday’s 
play-in round.

A total of 10 teams will play in the 
regional, including Bassett and Magna 
Vista, who did not play a game in the 
regular season. Somehow the teams 
will be seeded from one to 10 and 
the seven through 10 seeds will play 
Monday to trim the field to eight. 
Then, the remaining eight will play 
Tuesday.

“I have no idea who we will play or 
what seed we will be,” said Greenway.

The Terriers will wrap up the regu-
lar season with a game at Hidden 
Valley on Wednesday of this week 
and “Senior Night” at home against 
Northside on Friday. Byrd is 4-2 in 
the Roanoke County round robin after 
a 44-30 home loss to Cave Spring 
Tuesday night. 

“Tough night for us offensively,” 
said Greenway. “Sophia Chrisley led 
us with 14 points and we had three 

other players combine for 16 points. 
That’s not going to get it done. We 
need to find a way to put them in better 
position to get easy buckets somehow.”

Zada Porter, one of top players in 
the Roanoke Valley, had 26 points for 
the Knights.

“She is one of the most talent-
ed players I’ve seen come through 
this valley in my time here with her 
speed, size, and scoring ability,” said 
Greenway. “But to hold your opponent 
to 44 points, at this level that’s usually 
going to be good enough to give you 
a chance to win. We just couldn’t find 
the basket for long stretches.”

Last Wednesday at Glenvar Chrisley 
and Emilie McCaskill combined for 38 
points in a 48-40 win. Sophia had 20 
and Emilie had 18 and both hit four 
three-pointers for the Terriers. Olivia 
Harris had 18 for Glenvar.

“We were able to get out ahead early 
and did a good job of maintaining that 
lead throughout,” said Greenway.  “We 
had some scoring droughts throughout 
the game but luckily we were able to 
put together enough runs to get over 
the hump.”

Girls have “Sr. Night” Friday,
region basketball next week

Byrd’s Gretta Walls looks to pass in last week’s win at Glenvar. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

them,” said Kessler. “The class has 
also seen a district title, Big Orange 
Title, and two region runner up titles. 
We will miss this group and we are 
happy that we get a post season to 
send them out the right way.”

Last week the Roanoke County 
School Board voted to allow the 
wrestlers to compete against teams 
from outside the county, opening the 
door for Byrd to compete in the 
regional and state.

 “We are excited about being able 
to compete in the post season,” said 
Kessler. “In our sport that’s the end 
goal for kids so it is very exciting 
they are allowing us to go.” 

continued from page 10

BIG ORANGE WRESTLING

BYRD BOYS BASKETBALL
continued from page 10

Byrd’s Jamie Cawley looks for a teammate in Tuesday’s game at Cave Spring.
PHOTO BY JIM & REGINA DEVINNEY
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Byrd’s Camden Richardson attacks the rim at Cave 
Spring Tuesday. PHOTO BY JIM DEVINNEY

Normally the Super Bowl signals 
the end of football season, but not this 
year. For Virginia high school teams, 
it’s just beginning.

Football practice officially starts on 
Thursday of this week by the Virginia 
High School League athletic calen-
dar during the coronavirus pandemic. 
William Byrd will begin official prac-
tices today, although athletes have 
been conditioning according to proto-
cols prior to this week.

This will be a different kind of 
preseason practice for the teams. 
Normally, prior to the fall season, 
temperatures are in the 90s for August 
workouts. With the fall season moved 
to the end of winter and early spring 
the temperatures are about 60 degrees 
colder and snow is still around.

Thankfully, the Terriers have an 
artificial turf field to practice on. Byrd 
will go from 3 pm to 6:30 pm today 
and Friday, then practice from 8 am to 
10 am Saturday morning. The pandem-
ic hasn’t hurt the turnout for the team.

“Our numbers are good going into 

the season, and our coaching staff is 
excited that we have added players to 
our varsity and junior varsity roster,” 
said coach Brad Lutz, who enters his 
second season at the helm under try-
ing circumstances. “When we took 
over the program, we had 17 return-
ing players in the football program. 
When we start this season, we have 
58 total players on our team roster, 
which includes junior varsity and var-
sity. With that said, we have numer-
ous multi-sports athletes who will be 
competing in regionals, so we will not 
have our entire roster for the first week 
of practice.”

The first games are scheduled for 
Monday, February 22nd. The Roanoke 
County School Board will have a say 
in who the Terriers play.

“At this point, we are uncertain 
about our schedule,” said Lutz. “ If we 
play our district schedule, we will play 
all of the Blue Ridge District teams 
and Spotswood High School. If we use 
the same format as winter sports, we 
will play county teams.”

The William Byrd football team goes through conditioning drills on the lower field 
at the high school. Regular practices start today. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Terriers spring into football

Region 3D basketball begins Monday
The William Byrd 

boys’ basketball team 
will wrap up the regular 
season on Friday with a 
game at Northside, then 

play in the Region 3D 
tournament next week.

The seeding for the 
tournament will be 
decided sometime before 

Monday, when the 10 
team tournament begins. 
On Monday the sev-
enth seed will host the 
10th seed and the eighth 
seed will host the ninth 
while the top six have a 
bye. Then, Tuesday, the 
remaining eight will play 
at the sites of the higher 
seeds.

How the seeding will 
be conducted is a mys-
tery. Byrd has been able 
to play only Roanoke 
County teams in the reg-
ular season and two of 
the teams in the regional, 
Bassett and Magna Vista, 
have not played at all. 

“I just know it starts 
Monday but I have no 
idea where we’ll be seed-
ed,” said Byrd coach Josh 
Cunningham.

The Terriers are 2-4 
in the county robin robin 
after a 67-43 loss to the 
Knights in Cave Spring’s 
new gym Tuesday. Trevor 
Ruble led the Byrdmen 
with 11 points on a tough 
night for the visitors.

“If you don’t come 
ready to play Cave 
Spring is going to exploit 
you,” said Cunningham. 
“They’re a good team, 
and it was just a matter of 
a lot of little things that 
hurt us.”

Last Wednesday at 
home the Terriers won 
a thriller over Glenvar, 
67-61, in overtime. 
Byrd had a seven point 
lead at the half but the 
Highlanders rallied and 
had a three point edge 
with time running out. 
Byrd had the ball with 
Ruble at the top of the 
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Byrd senior 
Jerze Webb 
(right in photo) 
wrestles in a 
recent match in 
Vinton. 

PHOTO BY BRIAN 
HOFFMAN

Big Orange 
wrestles in 
region Sat.

Christiansburg High 
School will be the site of 
the Region 3D wrestling 
tournament this Saturday. 
The tourney will be a one-
day affair and only the top 
two in each weight class 
will advance to the state at 
the Salem Civic Center on 
Thursday, February 18th.

The Terriers are anx-
ious to see what they can 
do in their first tourna-
ment of this unusual 
season. They’ve only 
been allowed to wrestle 
Roanoke County oppo-
nents to date and Byrd 
has dominated the four 
other county schools. On 
Tuesday the Big Orange 
wrapped up the regular 
season with a 41-39 win 
over Northside.
        continued on page 9

Be sure to "Like" the 
Vinton Messenger on Facebook.




