
construction projects at those 
two schools. 

“W.E. Cundiff  is one of the 
only remaining open classroom 
concept schools remaining in 
Virginia,” Butzer said. “Dr. Lane, 
the state school superintendent, 
visited Cundiff  recently and said 
that he had never seen one in the 
state. While the administrative 
staff  and teachers do a wonderful 
job in providing the best educa-
tional experience they can under 
the circumstances, the children 
who attend these schools are at 
a disadvantage when compared 
to the experience received at the 
rest of the elementary schools in 
the county.”

Th e School Board is asking 
the county to move construc-
tion up for a new W.E. Cundiff  
to 2024. Th e cost is estimated at 
$22 million.

Th e School Board previously 
sent a letter to the Board of Su-
pervisors in October 2019, ask-
ing “for an increase in capital 
funding to renovate, replace and 
modernize nine schools which 
were in various stages of disre-
pair or totally obsolete.” 

When both boards met in 

December 2019, the solution 
presented was to increase the 
borrowing or capital funding 
from $10 million to $12 million. 
Given that funding, the three 
schools in most need for rebuild-
ing, Burton Center, Glen Cove 
and W.E. Cundiff , would not be 
completed until 2031with the 
other six schools in great need 
of renovation having no funding 
projected until after 2031.

On February 12, 2021, Jason 
Peters, chairman of the Roanoke 
County Board of Supervisors, 
sent a response to the School 
Board. He noted that expen-
ditures for the construction of 
the three schools—BCAT, Glen 
Cove, and W.E. Cundiff —
would total some $91 million. 
Th e county’s Administration and 
Finance staff  analyzed the im-
pact of $91 million in debt on 
the property tax rate.

“Th e annual debt service on 
the $91 million would cost in 
excess of $5.8 million per year 
at an assumed interest rate and 
term of 2.5 percent for 20 years,” 
Peters explained. “Th is would re-
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Vinton Town Council
focuses on finances

Members of Vinton Town 
Council concentrated on fi nances 
at their meeting on February 16. 
Roanoke County Real Estate Val-
uation Director Ken Fay briefed 
council on the 2021 Roanoke 
county real estate reassessments 
which were mailed to property 
owners on December 31, 2020. 
His offi  ce establishes property 
values for all land and buildings 
in the county.

Residential property values in 
Vinton increased by 5.73 per-
cent in 2021 to $424.9 million; 
commercial properties increased 
by 1.8 percent to $108 million, 
for a total assessed value of $533 
million. Th e assessment increases 
were attributed to increases in 
market value (4.84 percent, $24 
million) and new construction 
(.06 percent, $287,200). Th e 
largest increase in value was in 
single family homes.

Th e median sales price of sin-
gle-family residences in Vinton 
increased to $169,000 in 2020. 
Th at’s up 12.7 percent from 
2019. Th e median sale price is 
not an average but is the sale price 
in the middle of the data set when 
you arrange all the sale prices 
from low to high. Th e median 
sale price represents the fi gure at 
which half of the properties in the 
area sell at a higher price and the 
other half at a lower price. Th e 
median sales price in Vinton back 
in 2011 was $125,500. 

Th e median sales price in all 

of Roanoke County for a single-
family residence was $235,000. 
Fay attributed the increases to 
low mortgage interest rates and a 
limited supply of homes available, 
infl uenced by the pandemic.

Fay shared statistics indicat-
ing that there were 1,349 quali-
fi ed residential sales in Roanoke 
County in 2020, with 18 fore-
closures. Th e numbers for Vinton 
were 114 residential sales and two 
foreclosures. Th e lower number 
of foreclosures was in part due to 
the forbearance program which 
limited foreclosures due to CO-
VID-19.

Property owners may appeal 
real estate assessment increases 
with the Board of Equalization 
beginning on April 29.

Fay also reminded council of 
the existing Disabled Veterans 
Property Tax Exemption and 
the Tax Freeze Program for the 
Elderly and Disabled, with infor-
mation available from the Com-
missioner of the Revenue’s Offi  ce.

Next up was a presentation by 
Courtney Rogers with Davenport 
& Company who briefed council 
on the recommendation to issue 
Requests for Proposals (RFPs) for 
debt funding for Town Capital 
Projects in the Utility Fund. 

Th e town has three projects 
it anticipates borrowing for in 
2021: an upgraded meter system 
($2 million), the Th ird Street 
Lift Station ($1.95 million), and 
a SCADA (Supervisory Control 
and Data Acquisition) system up-

School Board asks citizens to 
back new school construction

School Board Chairman Don 
Butzer has sent letters to the 
parents of all Roanoke County 
students asking for support for 
a bond referendum in Novem-
ber 2021 to provide funds to 
accelerate the construction of a 
new Burton Center for Arts and 
Technology (BCAT). Parents 
were asked to contact members 
of the Board of Supervisors to 
urge their support.

Th e need for a new BCAT 
center has been under discussion 
by the School Board for many 
months and was the focus of the 
School Board’s strategic planning 
session in January. BCAT serves 
students from all fi ve county 
high schools in a wide variety of 
Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) programs. 

Th e School Board believes 
that “a new facility would dem-
onstrate Roanoke County’s com-
mitment to providing a highly 
skilled, trained workforce to ex-
isting and potential businesses,” 
Butzer said in his letter. “We 
believe that the Burton Center 
should be an integral part of any 
discussion on economic develop-
ment in Roanoke County. Th e 
center produces highly skilled 
workers who graduate with good 
paying jobs waiting for them. 
Any business looking at relocat-
ing to Roanoke County would 
recognize the Burton Center as a 
feed for skilled workers.”

Th e current BCAT facil-
ity located in Salem can best be 
described as “antiquated.” Th e 
current campus includes three 
buildings, all of which were built 
in the 1960s and ’70s. To a great 
extent because of space limita-
tions, BCAT is unable to accept 
all of those students who apply 
each year. 

Most of the campus lies in a 
fl ood plain, making major reno-
vations to the existing buildings 
impossible (and costing approxi-
mately $180,000 in fl ood insur-
ance each year).

Butzer estimates the cost for a 
new BCAT facility would be ap-
proximately $50 million. 

He also sent letters to Glen 
Cove and W.E. Cundiff  El-
ementary School parents asking 
for their support in accelerating 

Roanoke County Schools’ Burton Center for Arts and Technology is 
home to a Mechatronics program.

PHOTO BY DEBBIE ADAMS
Vinton Town Manager Pete Peters reported to Town Council 
at its meeting on February 16 that the Gish Mill renovation 
project is ramping up with construction getting underway in 
the spring.

General Assembly approves bill 
moving local elections to November, 
awaits governor’s signature

Th e Virginia General Assembly 
has passed a bill moving local elec-
tions from May to November, be-
ginning with any elections taking 
place after January 1, 2022. Th e 
state Senate narrowly passed the 
bill in January with a vote of 19 to 
19. Th e tie was broken by Lt. Gov. 
Justin Fairfax. Th e House of Del-
egates passed the measure with a 
vote of 50 to 44 with one absten-
tion on February 15. Th e vote was 
along party lines, with Democrats 
in favor of the change.

To become law, the bill must be 
signed by Gov. Ralph Northam. 
Th us far, he has not indicated an 
opinion on the issue.

If the bill is signed into law, it 
will override election dates cur-
rently set by existing city and 
town charters.

When the bill was introduced, 
the Virginia Municipal League ex-
pressed its opposition to changing 
charters for localities, like Vinton, 
that still hold May elections. Th e 
VML’s stance is that May elections 
keep local races from being over-
shadowed by national races and 
issues and becoming partisan.

Mandated by the town’s char-
ter, Vinton Town Council elec-
tions are held in May. Th e next 
town election is scheduled at 
this point for May 2022, when 
the terms of Vice Mayor Sabrina 
McCarty and Councilman Mike 
Stovall are set to expire. If the bill 
becomes law, their terms will be 
extended by six months from May 
to November in 2022.

Vinton Mayor Brad Grose and 
council members Keith Liles and 
Laurie Mullins were just elected to 
council in May for terms ending 
on June 30, 2024. Presumably, 
their terms would be extended 
through November of that year.

Council members had ex-
pressed their opposition to mov-
ing the elections. When the bill 
passed the General Assembly, the 
mayor was “disappointed.”

SB 1157 was proposed by Sen-
ator Lionell Spruill of Chesapeake 
who contends that May elections 
result in substantially lower voter 
turnouts. He contends that it 
would be more fi scally responsible 
to consolidate the local elections 
onto the November ballot–more 
convenient and accessible for vot-
ers, and more cost effi  cient.

In a press release, the VML 

stated, “Across Virginia, 44 per-
cent of cities and 57 percent of 
towns hold their local elections 
in May, rather than November. 
Th ese localities choose to separate 
their elections from those for state 
and federal offi  ces for a variety of 
reasons–doing so keeps the focus 
of local elections on local issues 
and keeps the cost of campaign-
ing more accessible for new can-
didates. Th e option to hold elec-
tions in May gives localities the 
fl exibility they need to best meet 
the needs of their communities.

“Th e coincidence of local elec-
tions with those at the state and 
federal level inherently raises the 
level of partisanship of all elec-
tions, regardless of whether can-
didates are running without any 
party affi  liation. By the same to-
ken, it introduces partisan poli-
tics to nonpartisan local issues; 
political parties make little diff er-
ence when it comes to commu-
nity projects like paving roads and 
keeping the streetlights on. Th is 
also raises the cost of campaigning 
for local candidates–especially for 
candidates new to the fi eld–who 
have to compete for name recog-
nition from the bottom of an even 
longer ballot.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RCPS
 An EMT training program is available at BCAT.
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Virginia’s Blue Ridge  Ironman 70.3 triathlon will be coming 
through Vinton on June 6.
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Roanoke County chooses 
district play for fall sports

Members of the Roanoke 
County School Board have 
had a change of heart since 
they voted to limit fall sports 
to in-county play at a meet-
ing on February 11. 

In a special called emer-
gency meeting on February 
17, Chairman Don Butzer, 
Mike Wray, and Jason 
Moretz voted as a quorum 
to opt for a district schedule 
instead. Board members Tim 
Greenway and David Linden 
were not present at the meet-
ing.

Moretz and Wray said 
they were prompted to 
change their vote when con-
sequences became apparent 
that student athletes would 
not be able to participate 
in post-season play on the 
regional level—a decision 
made within each district.

Fall sports include foot-
ball, volleyball, golf, cross 
country, and competition 
cheerleading. 

William Byrd and North-
side High Schools play in 
the Blue Ridge District with 
Franklin County, Lord Bo-
tetourt, Staunton River and 
William Fleming.

Cave Spring and Hid-
den Valley play in the River 
Ridge District with Blacks-
burg, Christiansburg, Pu-
laski, Patrick Henry, and 
Salem.

Glenvar High School 
plays in the Th ree Rivers 
District with Alleghany, 
Carroll, Floyd, Giles, James 
River, and Radford.

Game schedules, CO-
VID protocols, and specta-
tor guidelines will be an-
nounced.

See Construction, page 2

See Finances, page 6
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Big tech fi rm
 4. Picked
10. Type of whale
11. A woman of refi nement
12. New England state
14. Common gibbon
15. Tall coniferous tree
16. State capital
18. Making a liquid muddy
22. Vinegary
23. Peninsula
24. Thee
26. Atomic #55
27. Used in units of mea-
surement
28. Welsh female name
30. Arab ruler title
31. One’s mother
34. Trap
36. Soviet Socialist 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Republic
37. Assn. of oil-producing 
countries
39. Holy fi re
40. Emit coherent radiation
41. Atomic #81
42. Orthodox Jewish 
college
48. Herbs
50. Ran after
51. Begin again
52. Named
53. Barbary sheep
54. Unwell
55. Postscript
56. Drivers
58. One point east (clock-
wise) of due north
59. Prim
60. A facility equipped for 
sports or physical training

CLUES DOWN
 1. Small islands
 2. Skullcap
 3. Unexplained events
 4. One hundredth of a 
meter
 5. Beloved baseball an-
nouncer
 6. Repulsive
 7. Northern European 
languages
 8. Match or surpass
 9. Northeast
12. Chew the fat
13. Innovative industry
17. Land to put down to 
grass
19. Products
20. Nostril
21. Surprise Icelandic 
politician

25. Conclusive acts
29. Inform on
31. Grinding tooth
32. Keep up
33. Tablelands
35. Raising
38. Mythical creature
41. Hums
43. Mountain in Antarctica
44. Neighborhood in 
Manhattan
45. Distinctive practice
46. Vice president
47. Contributes to
49. Small bones
56. Oil company
57. Empire State

DAR honors Patriots of the American Revolution 

Th e local Roanoke Valley 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
was chartered in November 
1961 in Vinton. Th is year 
the chapter will be celebrat-
ing its 60th anniversary. A 
main topic of discussion at 
the monthly meeting on 
February 13 was developing 
plans for the event—depen-
dent, of course, upon the 
pandemic. Chapter mem-
bers hope to be able to gath-
er in person by November. 
Th ey now continue to meet 
via Zoom.

Th e National Society 
of the DAR is preparing 
to commemorate an even 
grander occasion—the 
250th birthday of the Unit-
ed States of America on July 
4, 2026, its “Semiquin-
centennial.” Th e DAR has 
formed the “America 250! 
Committee” to plan for the 
milestone anniversary.

Th e U.S. Congress has 
established the United 
States Semiquincentennial 
Commission to begin plan-
ning for 2026.  

Th e DAR has set its pa-
rameters of the birthday cel-
ebration from the Boston 
Tea Party of 1773 through 
the Treaty of Paris in 1783. 
Th at observance will begin 
in 2023 and end in 2033.        

Th e semiquincenten-
nial provides DAR mem-

bers, “as descendants of 
the generation that secured 
American independence, 
the remarkable opportunity 
to celebrate the longevity of 
the democratic experiment 
for which our ancestors 
fought, not even knowing if 
the new nation would sur-
vive. Th e upcoming anni-
versary also off ers a chance 
to help our fellow Ameri-
cans explore their family 
histories and discover the 
roles their ancestors played 
in founding the nation and 
shepherding its progress 
through the generations,” is 
the DAR message.

Membership in the DAR 
is open to any woman 18 
years or older, regardless 
of race, religion, or ethnic 
background, who can prove 
lineal descent from a patriot 
of the American Revolu-
tion.

One project the DAR 
has recommended to mark 
the milestone anniversary 
is called “Our Patriots.”  As 
part of the 250th anniver-
sary celebration, local DAR 
chapters are asked to honor 
the individual Patriot each 
member is descended from, 
“to raise the visibility of our 
Patriots and enthusiasm for 
what they accomplished.”

Th e almost 3,000 chap-
ters and 185,000 members 
are asked to collect high-
lights from chapter mem-
bers about their Patriot an-
cestors to share short “Our 

Patriots” minutes at each 
chapter meeting. 

Chapter Regent Cindy 
Lam Higgins shared the 
story of her Patriot ances-
tor, Joseph Fuque, at the 
February 13 meeting. He 
was born in Lunenburg 
County, Va., on May 4, 
1756 and died on May 4, 
1829 in Bedford County, at 
the age of 73.

Fuqua enlisted in the 
Continental Army in Feb-
ruary 1776 and fought in 
the battle of Cowpens in 
South Carolina and Bran-
dywine in Pennsylvania. He 
was discharged in 1778. His 
father, Ralph Fuqua, also 
fought in the Revolution.

He is remembered in 
Bedford today for an out-
standing act of generos-
ity he shared with another 
man, William Downing. 
Th ey donated the 100 acres 
that became the site of the 
town established in 1782 as 
Liberty, and now known as 
Bedford. 

Th at same year, he mar-
ried Celia Bondurant. Th ey 
had six sons and fi ve daugh-
ters, most of whom eventu-
ally moved to Texas. Fuqua 
led a generally quiet life as a 
farmer and family man. Th e 
family was renowned for its 
hospitality. 

A Fuqua daughter, Mil-
dred, married Josiah Pow-
ell. His family plantation is 
now at the bottom of Smith 

Mountain Lake.  Th eir 
daughter, Mary Elizabeth, 
married John Th eron John-
son and settled near the 
Peaks of Otter at the John-
son Farm.

Th e Fuquas were Bap-
tists; Joseph was the fi rst 
deacon at Lowry Meeting 
House, now Timber Ridge 
Baptist Church. 

His grandson, 16-year-
old Galba Fuqua, was the 
youngest soldier to die at 
the Battle of the Alamo.

Th e cemetery off  Orange 
Street in Bedford, where Jo-
seph Fuqua is buried, was 
uncovered a few years ago 
by the curator of the Bed-
ford City/County Museum. 
When it was discovered that 
Fuqua’s will provided that 
the cemetery should never 
be sold, the company that 
had purchased the property 
deeded the site to the city, 
which maintains it today. 

Higgins also shared the 
story of Th omas Trammell, 
the Patriot of local DAR 
chapter founding Regent 
Irma Mosely Trammell.

Th omas Trammell was 
born in Staff ord County, 
Va., in 1747. He died on 
September 22, 1823 in Pike 
County, Ga. His wife was 
Mary Turner, born in Ha-
nover County, Va.

During the war, Tram-
mell and his family lived 
near Spartanburg, S.C. He 
served in the militia, which 
was known as the South 

The Roanoke Valley 
Chapter of the DAR is 
honoring the Patriot 
ancestors of its members 
in anticipation of the 
celebration of the  250th 
anniversary of the United 
States in 2026. Joseph 
Fuqua is the Patriot of 
Chapter Regent Cindy 
Higgins. To gain DAR 
membership, members 
trace their lineage to a 
Patriot from the American 
Revolution.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 The DAR will be celebrating the 250th anniversary of 
the United States, its “semiquincentennial.”

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org

quire increasing the prop-
erty tax rate by over six 
cents per $100 of assessed 
value and would increase 
the average homeowner’s 
property tax by approxi-
mately $150 per year.”

Th e supervisors thought 
it “highly unlikely that a 
majority of voters would 
support such a property 
tax increase in times of 
economic uncertainty 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Despite  declining en-
rollment,  the Board  of 
Supervisors  has sup-
ported the  school bud-
get  beyond what  is  re-
quired  by the state  and 
has  actually exceeded 
what  has  been  agreed  to 
in policy developed in co-
operation with the School 
Board,” Peters said. “Th e 
Board of Supervisors has 
always placed funding ed-
ucation at the top of our 
priority list as we know 
the importance of a quality 
education system for the 
wellbeing of our citizens 
and community.

 “Any real solution to in-
creased capital  fund-
ing  for  schools  should  be 
approached  at  the  State 

level,” Peters said.
School divisions in Vir-

ginia do not have taxing 
power and cannot issue 
debt on their own. Th ey 
rely on state and local gov-
ernment for their funding.

Tim Greenway, who 
represents Vinton on the 
School Board said, “We 
have much to gain from 
these schools being rebuilt! 
First as a county, we have 
needed to update, reno-
vate, or rebuild BCAT for 
years.  Because each board 
member is from a par-
ticular district, BCAT has 
never been prioritized. Es-
sentially what I’m saying is, 
we were more concerned 
with our own part of the 
world rather than the over-
all well-being of ourselves, 
as a whole, in the county.

“Now we have fi ve board 
members who have recog-
nized we need to rebuild 
an arts/trades/technol-
ogy center for the better-
ment of the whole county 
and region,” Greenway 
said.  “Th is can’t be done 
with the capital allowance 
given to us from the Board 
of Supervisors, unless we 
are willing to wait an-
other 10 years or so. Th is 

just isn’t reasonable.  We 
need this school ready for 
21st  century work force 
skills and we need it done 
now for the future of our 
kids!  We want them to 
stay, work and raise fami-
lies in the Roanoke region 
like many of us did in prior 
years.  Th is can be one of 
the best economic drivers 
for the Board of Super-
visors in years.  And this 
region certainly needs an 
economic boost!

“Lastly, we have two 
schools built in the early 
’70s with an open concept 
style classroom. W.E. Cun-
diff  and Glen Cove were 
built in a time when the 
open concept of classrooms 
was a new phase of educa-
tion.  Today, we may have 
the only two open concept 
elementary schools left in 
Virginia. Th e schools are 
beyond repair in some fac-
ets: our Pre-K classrooms 
at Cundiff  have no run-
ning water; there is pan-
eling in many areas of the 
school (safety issues) and 
the open concept has been 
proven not to be eff ective 
for the majority of the stu-
dent population.”

“Penn Forest was 

changed from open con-
cept in 2004,” said Green-
way.  “Why were these two 
schools left off  the correc-
tion of this problem?  We 
need to have these schools 
brought to a fair and eq-
uitable stance with our 
other counterparts in the 
county.”

Greenway said that he 
hopes both boards can 
work together to quickly 
remedy the three schools in 
the next couple of years.

“It won’t be easy! It 
may mean raising sales tax 
(which many counties have 
already done); it may mean 
a slight increase in real es-
tate taxes, or some other 
means to make this happen 
now. As you know, it’s an 
election year and we will 
have to get everyone from 
our boards to agree this is 
the right thing to do now 
and not wait until elections 
are over.   Ask your school 
or supervisors member if 
they support doing what 
we need to do to get this 
done now!”

Citizens who would 
like to express an opin-
ion may email Chairman 
Jason Peters at jpeters@
roanokecountyva.gov, Da-
vid Radford at dradford@
roanokecountyva.gov, Phil 
North at pnorth@roa-
nokecountyva.gov, Mar-
tha Hooker at mhooker@
roanokecountyva.gov, and 
Paul Mahoney at pma-
honey@roanokecouontyva.
gov. 

Visual Arts IV students display their work in their BCAT 
classroom.

BCAT houses a Culinary Arts program.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RCPS
BCAT is home to an award-winning masonry program.
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Carolina Line, except on 
pension application records 
fi led by Mary after his death.

Records of Trammell’s 
service were sworn to by 
Mary Trammell and William 
Burner, her brother, who 
served in the same company 
as Th omas Trammell. In 
fact, there were seven Turn-
ers and fi ve Trammells serv-
ing in the Hughs’ Company 
of Brandon’s Regiment. 
Trammell is also known to 
have provided mounts for 
the regiment. He saw action 
in battles at Cowpens, King’s 
Mountain, Mudlick Creek, 
and Ninety-Six.

Th e Roanoke Valley 
Chapter of the DAR gener-
ally meets on the second Sat-
urday of each month at St. 
Timothy’s Lutheran Church 
on Hardy Road in Vinton. 
Th e members’ focus is on 
community service activi-
ties, especially those helping 
veterans.

Restaurant Weeks continue 
through February 28

Roanoke County Eco-
nomic Development has 
partnered with the Vinton 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the Salem-Roanoke County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Roanoke Regional 
Chamber of Commerce to 
host Roanoke County Res-
taurant Week 2021. Actu-
ally, they are celebrating 
Restaurant “Weeks” from 
February 15 to February 
28 with special menus and 
pricing.

Vinton restaurants have 
stepped up to participate in 
Restaurant Weeks, includ-
ing Farmburguesa, Bob’s 
Restaurant, Macado’s, Big 
Belly Pizza, Nishi Food, 
and La Casa del Burrito 
Taco Shop.

Some of the local res-
taurants will be dealing out 
specials in three tiers: $10 
and under, $20 and under, 
and $30 and under.

Individual restaurant 
menus will be housed on 
this page: https://www.
yesroanoke.com/457/Res-
taurant-Week-2021

Restaurants in Roanoke 

County, Salem or Vinton 
that would like to partici-
pate may contact Marshall 
Stanley at mstanley@roa-
nokevagov.com or the lo-
cal chamber representative.
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Williams Carpet 
Cleaning

“I am the slowest carpet 
cleaner in the 

Roanoke Valley.”

“I will give your carpet 
the time and attention it 
deserves to produce the 
best results possible.”

School Board updated on impact of COVID on academics, athletics 

Roanoke County school ad-
ministrators updated the Roanoke 
County School Board on the im-
pact of the COVID pandemic on 
student achievement both academ-
ically and in athletics at the board 
meeting on February 11.

Dr. Rhonda Stegall, executive 
director of Administration, pre-
sented COVID statistics which 
show that overall positive cases have 
been trending downward in the 
area, with the lowest positivity rate 
since November. Approximately 
1.3 percent of students and 2.3 per-
cent of staff  reported positive cases 
in January.

Th e number of students and 
staff  under quarantine dropped 
from January to February with 
442 students quarantined in Janu-
ary down to 314 in February; 82 
staff  members were quarantined in 
January; those numbers dropped to 
42 in February.

Stegall stated that the mitigation 
strategies employed by the school 
system following CDC and Virgin-
ia Department of Health guidelines 
seem to be working and working 
well.

School employees received their 
second vaccinations for COVID 
on February 12. Out of 2,251 em-
ployees, only 407 chose not to be 
vaccinated. Seventy-nine percent 
of school employees had their fi rst 
dose by February 11.

Th e percentage of students 
exposed to someone with CO-
VID-19 in January while at school 
was 0.4 percent, with 0.7 percent 
for staff . Stegall commented that 
the majority of exposures within 
the schools are among younger 
children who fi nd it more diffi  cult 
to observe facial covering and social 
distancing rules.

“We are safe at school due to 
our mitigation strategies,” said Vin-
ton’s representative on the School 
Board, Tim Greenway, reiterating 
his stance that “Kids should be in 
school.”

Th e most sobering statistics pre-
sented during the meeting by Di-
rector of Elementary Instruction 
Stephanie Hogan and Director of 
Secondary Instruction Mike Riley 
concerned the grade distribution 
reports for students at the end of 
the second nine weeks.

Due to COVID-19 guide-
lines from the CDC and Virginia 
Department of Health, Roanoke 
County Schools are operating un-
der a “Return to School Plan” for 
the 2020-2021 school year which 
currently includes options for in-
person learning for students in 
grades K-4, hybrid learning plans 
with two days in school and three 
days online learning for students 
in grades 5-12, 100 percent online 
learning for all grade levels, and the 
RCPSOnline  Academy for high 
school students, which is also 100 
percent online.

Hogan presented an analysis of 
grade distributions for the elemen-
tary schools at the end of the sec-
ond nine weeks. Results indicated 
that:

76 percent of elementary stu-
dents enrolled in in-person or hy-
brid learning programs earned A’s, 
16 percent earned B’s, 6 percent 
earned C’s, 2 percent earned D’s, 
and 1 percent earned F’s.

For elementary students with 
100 percent online classes, 72 per-
cent earned A’s, 15 percent earned 
B’s, 7 percent earned C’s, 3 percent 
earned D’s, and 3 percent earned 
F’s. 

Th ese grades were comparable to 
those earned by elementary school 
students for the fi rst nine weeks.

In comparing grade distribu-
tions from the 2019-2020 school 

year, Hogan said that A, B, and C 
grades have held steady. Grades of 
“F” have increased by 2 percent-
age points for 100 percent online 
elementary school students above 
last year.

At the middle school level, the 
picture presented by Mike Riley 
was not quite as rosy: 

For middle school students in 
hybrid learning situations, 52 per-
cent earned A’s, 23 percent earned 
B’s, 13 percent C’s, 6 percent D’s, 
and 7 percent, F’s.  However, for 
100 percent online students at the 
middle school level, 48 percent 
earned A’s, 21 percent B’s, 14 per-
cent C’s, 6 percent D’s, and 11 per-
cent F’s. 

Grades during the 2019-2020 
school years were: 57 percent A’s, 
26 percent B’s, 12 percent C’s, 4 
percent D’s, and 1 percent F’s.

Riley noted that A’s, B’s, and C’s 
have remained relatively steady in 
middle school. Th e number of F’s 
has increased since the last school 
year by six percentage points for 
hybrid students, and ten percentage 
points for online students.

Riley also presented the data for 
high school students. 

For high school students attend-
ing in-person or in hybrid learning 
settings, 51 percent earned A’s, 22 
percent B’s, 12 percent C’s, 6 per-
cent D’s, and 9 percent F’s.

For students with 100 percent 
online instruction, 45 percent 
earned A’s, 22 percent B’s, 12 per-
cent C’s, 6 percent D’s, and 15 per-
cent F’s. 

Students enrolled in the RCPS 
Online Academy had similar grade 
distributions: 45 percent A’s, 20 
percent B’s, 14 percent C’s, 9 per-
cent D’s, and 12 percent F’s.

Grades during the 2019-2020 
school years for high school stu-
dents were 50 percent A’s, 27 per-
cent B’s, 14 percent C’s, 6 percent 
D’s, and 4 percent F’s.

Riley commented that the per-
centage of A’s, B’s, and C’s has held 
relatively steady, but the percentage 
of F’s has increased by 5 percentage 
points for hybrid students and 11 
percent for those studying online 
100 percent of the time.

In analyzing the grade distribu-
tion data, Riley and Hogan stated 
that “not surprisingly, many stu-
dents struggle more with 100 per-
cent online learning,” chosen by 
parents for diff erent reasons. “Th e 
biggest challenge is with students 
not taking advantage of everything 
that is off ered.” However, teachers 
and principals are working hard to 
reach those struggling students—
reaching out individually to all 
those who are failing, “but parents 
have to allow students to come 
back.”

Additional steps the school sys-
tem has taken to ameliorate the 
problems include:

Returning all fourth-grade stu-
dents to in-person learning fi ve 
days a week and inviting IEP and 
EL students and those currently 
failing a course to attend in-person 
four days each week. Currently 508 
fi fth graders are attending four days 
a week; almost 1,000 secondary 
students are now attending four 
days a week, also.

Wednesday “Help Days” con-
tinue at the secondary level for 
struggling students.

Riley noted students who are 
joining the synchronous sessions, 
watching the videos, participating 
with the teachers, and attending on 
hybrid days to get help are being 
successful.

In other action, School Board 
members voted 4 to 1 (Chairman 
Don Butzer dissented) to keep fall 
sports in-county during the regular 
season rather than play a district 
schedule. Fall sports include foot-
ball, competition cheer, cross coun-
try, golf, and volleyball.

Choosing in-county play may 
preclude participation in postseason 
play at regionals; however, repre-
sentatives Greenway, Jason Moretz, 
Mike Wray, and David Linden rea-
soned that playing out-of-county 
could jeopardize the health of stu-
dents when playing schools outside 
the district which might not have as 
stringent mitigation protocols. For 
instance, William Byrd students 
might be playing teams from six 
diff erent school districts if district 
play was selected—using six diff er-
ent sets of mitigation protocols.

In other news, School Board 
members were recognized for their 
dedicated service during February’s 
School Board Appreciation Month. 

Roanoke County’s CTE pro-
gram was also recognized during 
Career and Technical Education 
Month, with a proclamation stat-
ing in part, “economic and techno-
logical changes in society are rapid-
ly refl ected in the nature of today’s 
workplace, thereby placing new 
responsibilities on Virginia’s educa-
tion system; Career and Technical 
Education is the foundation of a 
strong, well-educated workforce, 
which fosters productivity in in-
dustry and contributes to Virginia’s 
leadership in the international 
marketplace; and the cooperative 
and ever-increasing eff orts between 
career and technical educators, ad-
ministrators, and representatives 
of business and industry stimulate 
the growth of the Commonwealth’s 
economy by preparing students 
for careers in high-demand, high-
wage, and highly technologically 
skilled areas.”

Director of Community Rela-
tions Chuck Lionberger showcased 
the CTE programs with a video of 
several RCPS students in a variety 
of classrooms across the county 
describing their specifi c CTE pro-
grams and the benefi ts of those 
programs.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RCPS
Tim Greenway is Vinton’s representative to the Roanoke 
County School Board.

WBMS eighth grader Elizabet Maldonado participated 
in the Career and Technical Education Month video 
presented during the School Board meeting on February 
11.

William Byrd Middle School seventh grader Darin 
Witcher described the benefits of his CTE class at 
WBMS in a video for the School Board during Career 
and Technical Education Month.

When Moses spoke the 
words recorded in the Book 
of Deuteronomy to the 
people of Israel, they were 
on the cusp of a new begin-
ning. Th is group of nomad-
ic Jews who had lived in the 
wilderness for 40 years had 
fi nally reached the Prom-
ised Land. As they were 
about to cross the Jordan 
River and begin a new life 
in the land God had sworn 
to their ancestors, Moses 
off ered a few fi nal instruc-
tions. Th e summation of 
these directives was: listen 
to God, remember God, 
love diff erently like God, 
and give like God.

Th e month of February 
is known as the month of 
love. On February 14 we 
celebrate Valentine’s Day. 
For many it is a day marked 
with fl owers, assorted choc-
olates, candy hearts, and 
sappy greeting cards. Some 
enjoy a fancy night out; 
some appreciate a simple 
night in; some grieve the 
love they lost; some hope 
for new love to be found.

Valentine’s Day began in 
the fourth century church 
as a way to honor the early 
Christian saints who were 
martyred for their faith in 
Christ. Th ey were not re-
membered for their love 
for a signifi cant other; but 
rather, their refusal to deny 
Christ because of their 
unfailing love for him. 
Th rough their willingness 
to “love diff erently”—cou-
rageously, selfl essly, and 
sacrifi cially—the church 
recognized and celebrated 
their lives for centuries to 
come.

Th e history of Valentine’s 
Day is a bit mysterious, 
considering the Catholic 

From the Pulpit

Church recognizes at least 
three diff erent martyred 
saints named Valentine or 
Valentinus. Th ere are many 
legends about these mar-
tyrs. 

Some hold that Valen-
tine’s Day is based on the 
story of St. Valentinus, 
who continued to offi  ci-
ate marriages for young 
couples in love, despite 
the fact that marriage had 
been outlawed by Emperor 
Claudius II. 

Others attribute Valen-
tine’s Day to an imprisoned 
Christian who fell in love 
with the jailor’s daughter. 
Before his execution, he 
wrote her a letter that was 
signed, “From your Valen-
tine.”

Th ough less romantic, 
there is record of one saint 
named Valentine who was 
arrested and later executed 

because of his commit-
ment to helping Christians 
escape the cruelties of Ro-
man prisons. 

While many Christians 
at that time remained hid-
den for fear of capture and 
death, Valentine sacrifi ced 
his life for the sake of an-
other. Rather than self-
preservation, Valentine 
chose selfl essness out of his 
love and commitment to 
others. According to Jesus, 
“greater love has no one 
than this, than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends 
(John 15:13).”

Romantic love is a 
wonderful gift from God 
that we should certainly 
enjoy and celebrate. Self-
less love—a love willing 
to sacrifi ce oneself for the 
sake of another—is the 
ultimate expression of love 
God demonstrated for us. 
Th rough Christ, God of-
fered this kind of love to 
both friend and foe, the de-
serving and underserving, 

the sinner and the saint. 
Paul wrote in Romans, 
“But God demonstrates 
his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us (Romans 
5:8).”

St. Valentine chose to 
love diff erently by sacrifi c-
ing his life for the sake of 
others. Christ chose to love 

diff erently by sacrifi cing 
his life for the sake of the 
world. Moses instructed 
the people of Israel to love 
diff erently by sacrifi cing 
their comfort and choosing 
to love the stranger. 

What kind of sacrifi ce 
is God calling us to make 
for love? How might we 
choose to love diff erently 

on Valentine’s Day? Th is 
kind of love may not be 
very romantic, but the dif-
ference it makes may be 
recognized for centuries to 
come. 

By the Rev. 
Travis Russell, 

Pastor at Vinton 
Baptist Church

‘Love Differently’

Debbie Adams
dadams@ourvalley.org
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Celebrating The Town of              ! 
 The Town of Vinton, a community nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains, welcomes 
you to our community. Vinton, a town rich with history, has over the years found itself 
to be one of a few communities that continue to relish the past by offering an environ-
ment of a comfortable lifestyle with the feeling of being a part of a large community 
family. The town, with its proximity to the Blue Ridge Parkway and Smith Mountain 
Lake, provides many opportunities for those who wish to stop and shop at our local 
farmers market or one of our unique specialty shops. 
 If festivals are your interest, the Vinton area hosts several festivals throughout the 
year from the Vinton Dogwood Festival to the Vinton Fall Festival. Each festival offers 
its own unique atmosphere. When you are away from home it’s always nice to feel as if 
you never left.
 The Town of Vinton provides small town character with urban services and ameni-
ties located nearby. The small town atmosphere is characterized by a low crime rate; 
small, locally, and regionally owned businesses; and moderately priced homes. Views 
of the mountains and Blue Ridge Parkway abound.
 Vinton represents the ideal type of community, small enough to provide a feeling 

of belonging, yet progressive enough to provide the facilities, services, and conven-
iences that are necessary to make a community feel like home to its citizens.
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TheVinton
Messenger

Th e fi rst business opens this week 
at the redeveloped Vinton Mo-
tors site at the corner of Washing-
ton Avenue and Pollard Street in 
downtown Vinton. Joe Goodpies 
Brick Oven Eatery is the fi rst of sev-
eral planned for what will now be 
known as Vinyard Station.

Th e last time the building was re-
modeled was in 1969. Th e Vinton 
Messenger reported on the renova-
tions in a September 1969 article 
headlined “Vinton Motor Compa-
ny Completes Expansion.” It read:

Vinton Motor Company has 
recently completed a program of 
expansion and modernization in 
renovating its quarters at the corner 
of Pollard Street and Washington 
Avenue.

Th e local Ford automobile deal-
ership has been in Vinton since 
1931 and is operated by William P. 
Vinyard Sr., and William P. Vinyard 
Jr.

Th e recently completed program 
included the building of a com-
pletely new parts department to 
provide one of the most complete 
parts stocks in this area in up-to-
date inventory facilities. It is oper-
ated by Billy Pope, parts manager, 
and Rick Millard.

Th e fi rm’s used car lot was re-
paved, and dusk-to-dawn mercury 
vapor lights were installed.

Th e showroom was completely 
remodeled, new offi  ces were built, 
new offi  ce furniture, paneling, and 
carpeting were installed, and a new 

customer service area was provided. 
Th ese facilities were air-conditioned.

Th e overall program cost an esti-
mated $30,000.

In the service department, a new 
car lift was installed, along with air 
jacks, special tools, and the most 
modern electronic diagnostic equip-
ment. Th e service staff  was increased 
and now includes a total of six me-
chanics.

Th e two Vinyards said that the 
expansion and improvement pro-
gram was undertaken “to serve the 
community better.”

About 400 new car units, cars, 
and trucks, are handled annually by 
the fi rm. Figures on used car trans-
actions were not available, but they 
were estimated at 250 annually.

Th e last remodel at Vinton Motors

The last time the Vinton Motors site at the corner of Washington and Pollard was remodeled was in 1969. This 
photo is during the renovations in March 1969.

Billy Vinyard Jr. in the remodeled showroom in 1969.

The Vinton Messenger documented the 1969 
renovations at Vinton Motors.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VINTON HISTORY MUSEUM
The new customer lounge added at Vinton Motors in 1969 featured air conditioning.
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

982-2221 - VINTON | oakeys.com
ROANOKE, NORTH, VINTON, SOUTH, EAST 
CHAPELS & CREMATION TRIBUTE CENTER

“The most rewarding part of my job is, 
after all the services are over and the family 
gives me a heartfelt hug and appreciates all 

that I was able to do for them.”

Bobby Strong | Manager, Vinton Chapel

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK

“Chance”, 4yrs old, neutered male
Chance is a total catch! He enjoys being the center of 
attention, is dog-friendly, and housebroken. He’s just 
waiting for someone to take a “chance” on him.

“Lloyd”, 3yrs old, neutered male
If you need the perfect couch potato, look no further 
than Lloyd! He enjoys snuggling up with staff for head 
rubs. 

“Fred”, 2yrs old, neutered male
Gentle would be the best word to describe Fred. He 
loves snacks and would do well in just about any 
household!

VIRGINIA TECH DEAN’S LIST 
The following students 

from Roanoke have been 
named to the Virginia Tech 
Dean’s List for the Fall of 
2020:

Jackson W. Moses, a Fresh-
man majoring in Business in 
the Pamplin College of Busi-
ness 

Madison E. Moses, a Se-
nior majoring in Biology in 
the College of Science

Adam P. North, a Senior 
majoring in Public Relations 
in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences 

The following Vinton stu-
dents have been named to the 
Virginia Tech Dean’s List for 
Fall 2020:

Grace N. Carroll, a Senior 

majoring in Clinical Neurol-
ogy in the College of Science

Emilee Cruz, a Senior ma-
joring in Fashion Merchan-
dising and Design in the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Human Sciences

William M Cummings, a 
Freshman majoring in Cre-
ative Writing in the College 
of Liberal Arts and Human 
Sciences

Cameron Davis, a Junior 
majoring in Theatre Arts in 
the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

Kaitlyn Dickson, a Sopho-
more majoring in Business in 
the Pamplin College of Busi-
ness 

Natalie Ferguson, a Junior 
majoring in Creative Tech-

nologies in the College of Ar-
chitecture and Urban Studies

Reilly Hatfield, a Senior 
majoring in Biological Sys-
tems Engineering in the Col-
lege of Engineering

Miquelina Hukill, a Senior 
majoring in Biology in the 
College of Science

Antonio Montuori, a Se-
nior majoring in Architecture 
in the College of Architecture 
and Urban Studies

Carrington M. Morris, a 
Junior majoring in Sociology 
in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

Stephen J. Olson, a Senior 
majoring in Computational 
Modeling and Data Analysis 
in the College of Science

Courtney M. Palmer, a 

Senior majoring in Manage-
ment in the Pamplin College 
of Business

Meet Kumar K. Patel, a 
Sophomore majoring in Mar-
keting in the Pamplin Col-
lege of Business

Claire O. Pennington, a 
Junior majoring in Business 
Information Technology in 
the Pamplin College of Busi-
ness

Emily P. Pickeral, a Senior 
majoring in Real Estate in the 
Pamplin College of Business

Olivia G. Robertson, a 
Freshman majoring in Child-
hood Pre-Education in the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Human Sciences

Laura M. Schneider, a Ju-
nior majoring in Theatre Arts 

in the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences

Michale A. Tingler, a Se-
nior majoring in Geography 
in the College of Natural Re-
sources and Environment

Meagan R. Webb, a Senior 
majoring in Biological Sys-
tems Engineering in the Col-
lege of Engineering

Taylor D. Zimmerman, a 
Sophomore majoring in Ani-
mal and Poultry Science in 
the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences

To qualify for the Dean’s 
List, students must com-
plete at least 12 credit hours 
graded on the A-F option and 
earn a 3.4 grade point aver-
age (on a 4.0 scale) during 
the semester. 

JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY DEAN’S LIST
James Madison University is 

pleased to announce that the fol-
lowing students made the Dean’s 
List for the Fall 2020 Semester.

Luke Barbour of Hardy, who is 
majoring in studio art

Zachary Kanode of Hardy, 
who is majoring in media arts 

and design
Haley Lawson of Vinton, who 

is majoring in nursing
Chad Robertson of Vinton, 

who is majoring in management
Sarah Shinault of Vinton, who 

is majoring in nursing
Kaylee Shrewsbury of Vinton, 

who is majoring in health sciences
Leah Shrewsbury of Vinton, 

who is majoring in health sci-
ences

The Roanoke paper and us

When I read in a recent 
issue of the daily “Roanoke 
Times” that the downtown 
Roanoke Times building is 
up for sale, I was alarmed. 
Th ough my late husband 
Charlie and I were invol-
untarily retired from the 
paper in 1996, it has re-
mained a part of my pro-
fessional identity almost 
like an elderly relative.

Aware that most news-
papers are struggling fi -
nancially because essential 
income from advertising 
has been split several ways, 
and with the recent slowed 
economy from the CO-
VID19 pandemic, I would 
not have been surprised to 
read that the once major 
news source in Western 
Virginia is dead.

I was reassured, at least 
for the present, by the 
comprehensive story writ-
ten by the newspaper’s cur-
rent editor, Brian Kelley, 
in his closing words:

“Our mission will re-
main the same to provide 
people with the news and 
information they value 
and need to understand 
their world, govern them-
selves and improve their 
lives.”

Th e assurance was re-
peated in the headline.

Th e article off ered 
much information about 
the newspaper’s history 
and business structure un-
known to me despite the 
68 years I’ve been pub-
lished in it.

Kelley detailed its 1886 
founding by banker and 
business leader Junius 
B. Fishburn. “Mr. J.B.” 
started the paper four 
years after the railroad city 
was founded in 1882. Th e 

plant has always been in 
the vicinity of Campbell 
Avenue and Second Street 
Southwest. For more than 
100 years it has dominated 
its corner just across from 
City Hall.

It is also a block from 
historic Greene Memorial 
United Methodist Church 
in which various members 
of the Fishburn family 
were long active. Over the 
years, when the newspaper 
published commemorative 
issues for special occasions, 
Charlie and I became well 
acquainted with local his-
tories.

When Charlie and I 
were hired by the late 
W.C. Stouff er, the manag-
ing editor, exactly 68 years 
ago to join the news staff , 
we regarded employment 
at the major newspaper of 
the area as a defi nite step 
upward in our careers.

My acquaintance with 
the morning paper went 
all the way back to my 
childhood when I regu-
larly visited my maternal 
aunt and her lawyer hus-
band at their big house in 
Tazewell.  Each morning a 
loud Th ump! on the front 
porch heralded the arrival 
of the newspaper, which 
all the neighbors also took.

Th ey regarded it in the 
same way my mother and 
I in the Piedmont town of 
Orange awaited the “Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch,” 
which brought us the news 
of major happenings in 
World War II. Despite the 
then-novel medium of ra-
dio, the daily newspaper 
could be relied upon for 
giving a fair presentation 
of an issue. It was essential 
and respected.

Perhaps early reading 
of these well-written dai-
lies had some infl uence on 
my enrolling at Richmond 
Professional Institute 
(RPI-VCU) in our capital 
city to study journalism. 
Charlie and I met there in 
1948, merged two writing 

careers on our marriage 
three years later and came 
to work in the Th ird Floor 
City Room in Roanoke.

Back to the Fishburn 
family, founders. In my 
new job as compiler of 
Church News, I was told 
to list Sunday school lead-
ers at the nearby Meth-
odist church of the pub-
lisher even though this 
was a tedious task. I also 
learned that, following the 
practice of the denomina-
tion of that day, no alco-
hol advertising was ac-
cepted by the paper. Th at 
changed a few years later 
after the Fishburns sold 
their hometown child to 
Landmark Corporation of 
Norfolk.

Th e sale benefi ted me 
at a crucial empty-nest 
time in our family as I was 
invited to return to the 
downtown offi  ce on a reg-
ular three-day-weekly ba-
sis and devote most of my 
energies to an expanded 
“Big Fat Saturday” news-
paper which ran the day 
before Sunday and served 
readers who had previous-
ly taken either a morning 
or an evening paper.

New Executive News 
Editor Ben Bowers had 
a respect for his church-
supporting readership, 
and this was vital to the 
encouragement I got as 
Religion Writer. William 
Warren in the 1980s con-
tinued this support, but 
the next news executive, 
Wendy Zomparelli, want-
ed the Saturday space for 
activities other than my 
specialty. Soon I was re-

moved and joined another 
department, Neighbors, 
where both Charlie and I 
continued happily to write 
for several more years un-
til the fading economy 
doomed the zoned Th urs-
day supplement too.

Kelley, in his January 
31 column, off ered more 
detail about the major 
change which took the pa-
per’s ownership out of Ro-

anoke. His article invited 
readers to call him.

I did so and felt further 
reassured that the current 
publishers plan to contin-
ue to off er our area a daily 
paper though reporters 
will be working from an 
unknown site. While be-
ing at home with a com-
puter has become routine 
for many offi  ce workers 
because of the contagion 

issue, adjustment may not 
be as hard now as it would 
have been earlier.

(After all, I used a tele-
phone and typewriter 
at home for 20 years to 
keep my career alive as I 
was primarily a wife and 
mother of three.)

Editor Kelley said he 
doesn’t know where a suit-
able offi  ce building will be 
found.

Frances 
Stebbins
Correspondent

Submit your community 

news and photos to 

dadams@ourvalley.org
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Vinton Worship
Directory

If you would like to see 
your church services 

listed here in the Vinton 
Messenger contact 

Tucker Frye at 
540-473-2741 or 

email tfrye@ourvalley.org

ANGLICAN
ST. THOMAS ANGLICAN CHURCH - lo-
cated at 4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tra-
ditional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 
4910). 

BAPTIST (SOUTHERN)
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 
& CHRISTIAN SCHOOL - 1030 Bible Lane, 
Vinton, Va. 24179. Church Phone 890-4465. 
Rev. Jason Gault. Sunday Services: Traditional 
Service, 8:45 AM, Sunday School, 10:00 AM, 
Contemporary Service, 11:00 AM, Evening Wor-
ship 6:00 PM, Wednesday Services: AWANA 
6:30 PM, Bible Study 7:00 PM

BAPTIST (COOPERATIVE)
VINTON BAPTIST CHURCH - 219 Wash-
ington Ave., Vinton, Virginia.  343-7685. Rev. 
Travis Russell. Sunday Services:  Contemporary 
Service 8:45 a.m., Sunday School 9:50 a.m., Tra-
ditional Service 11:00 a.m., Wednesday Services:  
Family Dinner: 5:30 p.m., Bible Study 6:15 p.m., 
Children’s Ministries 6:15 p.m., Youth Ministry 
6:30 p.m. www.vintonbaptistchurch.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST VINTON - 2107 
Feather Road, Vinton. Terry Hodge, Minister, 
540-890-1170. Sunday Bible Study 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday Morning Service 10:45 a.m., Wednesday 
Bible Study 10 a.m.
COMMUNITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
CHRIST, 3679 Sandlewood Road, Roanoke VA 
24018, (540) 206-6160. Repent & Be Baptized… 
Acts 2:38. Come study the Bible with us! Sunday 
Bible Study 10 a.m., Sunday Worship 11 a.m., 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m., www.christianchurchof-
christclearbrook.org

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is 
located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the Light & Sound 
Services and other ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  Visit www.eck-
va.org for program listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual freedom.

FOURSQUARE
EVANGEL CHURCH - 2360 Hardy Road, Vin-
ton, (corner of Hardy Road and Feather Road), 
982-3694. Pastor-Tim Wright. Sunday, 10 AM 
- Worship Service, SuperChurch for Children; 
Wednesday 6:30-8PM - AWANA Clubs for ages 
3-5th grade, Adult Bible Study.

LUTHERAN
ST. TIMOTHY EVANGELICAL LUTHER-
AN CHURCH, “The Church Under The Cross”, 

1201 Hardy Rd, Vinton VA 24179, Pastor, Rev. Dr. James 
B. Davis (540) 342- 1715, Sunday School 10:00am, Wor-
ship 11:00am, sttimothy1201@verizon.net.

NAZARENE
FIRST CHURCH OF NAZARENE, 728 Highland Ave., 
SE, Roanoke, Virginia. 342-4003. Sunday Morning Wor-
ship 10:30 a.m., Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 
Night Bible Study 7 p.m.

PRESBYTERIAN
CAMPBELL MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH, 1130 Hardy Rd, Vinton, VA, 540-343-1842; 
cmpc2verizon.net Sunday school 9:45am, Worship 
11:00am; Communion 1st Su.ndays; 2nd Sunday Session; 
Monday Noon Bible School; Tuesdays & Thursdays Yoga 
9:00am; 1st Tuesdays Deacons; Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 6:45pm; Wednesday Choir 7:00pm; Thursday Girl 

Scouts 7:00pm; 2nd Monday Supper with Rev. Skip at Fa-
mous Anthony’s 6:30pm; 2nd Tuesday Luncheon with Rev. 
Skip at Famous Anthony’s; 3rd Saturday Men’s Breakfast 
8:00am. Rev. Skip Hastings-Interim Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST
THREE OAKS FELLOWSHIP UNITED METHOD-
IST CHURCH - 1026 Gravel Hill Road, Vinton, Va. 540-
512-8070. Pastor: Rev. Dr. Rob Colwell. Sunday School 
- 9:45 a.m., Worship 11 a.m.

WESLEYAN
VINTON WESLEYAN CHURCH - 246 E. Jefferson Ave.
Pastor Ricardo Rodriguez, 345-3385; Sunday Worship Ser-
vice 11:00 AM and 6:00 PM. Sunday School for all ages
10:00 AM, Wednesday Night Life Ministries - Children -
Awana; G-5 Youth Ministry; Adult Bible Study 6:30 PM.

Read Habakkuk 1:1 thru 3:19

See the Creator’s magnifi cence 
in a fi ery sunset glinting off the 
ocean. Fill your senses with His 
beauty fl owing from a meadow 
alive in spring fl owers. Recog-
nize His splendor as stars light 
the night sky. 

Precious time spent resting in 
the presence of the all-know-
ing, all-powerful, ever-present 
God strengthens a person’s 
soul. Filling mind, soul, and spir-
it with His goodness and grace 
calms the spirit. Contemplating 
His protection and provision, 
remembering His love and sac-
rifi ce, and resting in His mercy 
refreshes the mind.

The Lord is in his holy temple; 
let all the earth be silent before 

him (Habakkuk 2:20).

Many look to government, pos-
sessions, or other people for 
security. They are reminiscent 
of those who carved impotent 
gods from idols of wood and 
stone—worshiping created 
things and ignoring their Cre-
ator. But nothing substitutes 
for God’s wise care.

Take the time to sit quietly 
and remember who God is and 
what He has done. Bask in His 
presence. Be wrapped in the se-
curity of His perfect
love.

Thought for Today: Be still and 
know that He is God.

Quicklook: Habakkuk 2:18–20

Time Well Spent

grade ($370,000). Th e total amount 
to be fi nanced is $4.37 million.

In July 2019, Davenport com-
pleted an updated Rate Study for 
the town’s Utility Fund, then devel-
oped and recommended a multi-
year rate increase plan through 
Fiscal Year 2023 to be able to take 
care of needed capital improvement 
projects. 

Th e proposed rate increases that 
were adopted as part of the FY 
2021 budget included increases to 
the Minimum Service Charges by 
8 percent and increases to the Volu-
metric Consumption Rates by 6 
percent. Th e plan was for the same 
increases for Fiscal Years 2022 and 
2023. (Th e Utility Fund budget was 
negatively impacted by the loss of 
Cardinal Glass usage when it began 
recycling water via the implementa-
tion of a closed loop chiller on its 
cooling equipment.)

Based upon the analysis, Daven-
port is recommending a direct bank 
loan via RFPs to fi nance the capital 
projects, rather than other sources 
of fi nancing—anticipating a pos-
sible increase in interest rates which 
are now at historic lows. Currently 
anticipated is a loan amortized over 
10 years at a rate of 2 percent.

With rates currently so low, Dav-
enport is also recommending evalu-
ating the town’s outstanding debts 
to determine which are potential 
refi nancing candidates, for a poten-
tial savings upwards of $100,000. 
Th e town’s Direct Bank Loan RFP 
for the new money utility projects 
could be tailored to include refi -
nancing of existing debt.

Council approved sending out 
RFPs on February 17, due on 
March 10. Davenport hopes to 
present the result of the RFPs to 
council at its March 16 meeting, 
with closing on March 23.

Council members approved an 
ordinance they had been briefed on 
at their January 19 meeting by Prin-
cipal Planner Nathan McClung. 
Th e ordinance amends Town Code 
in relation to accumulation of gar-
bage and the growth of weeds (grass 
over 12 inches high is considered a 
weed). Under the amended code, a 
civil penalty system would be insti-
tuted, replacing the current system 
which involves court hearings. Th e 
ordinance will permit the town to 
issue direct economic penalties to 
property owners or occupants who 
violate the code.

Th e fi rst violation will result in a 

$50 civil penalty. Subsequent viola-
tions will result in a penalty of $200.

Council also adopted a resolu-
tion authorizing the town manager 
to execute a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) between Vin-
ton, the City of Roanoke, Roanoke 
and Botetourt Counties, the World 
Triathlon Corporation, and the 
Roanoke Valley Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, for 2021 Ironman 
70.3 Race Support Services. Th e 
triathlon, now scheduled for June 6, 
was postponed in 2020 due to the 
pandemic. 

Th e Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge 
Triathlon is a world class elite event 
which features swimming, bicy-
cling, and running segments in 
consecutive order traveling through 
the four localities mentioned in the 
MOU. Th e 2500-athlete event is 
already sold out, with participants 
from all across the country and the 
world. It is anticipated that thou-
sands of visitors will be drawn to 
local communities during the week 
leading up to the event.

Town Manager Pete Peters said 
that the bicycling stretch of the 
event will be going through Vinton, 
with the greatest impact most likely 
between 8 a.m. and noon. Th e Vin-

ton Police Department will be the 
main ones involved by providing 
traffi  c control, street closures, and 
ensuring public safety. Th e town 
will be reimbursed for costs, with 
liability protections.

Extensive plans had been made 
for the triathlon in 2020 and will be 
updated this spring.

Peters announced that due to the 
pandemic, the State of the Town 
Address has been deemed a virtual 
event this year. RVTV will produce 
the broadcast. A tentative date has 
been set for March 11.

He also updated council on the 
Gish Mill renovation project which 
will be ramping up in the next sev-
eral months in “a complicated pro-
cess with many moving pieces and 
overlapping timelines.” Th e town 
is meeting with stakeholder groups 
and drafting contracts. Peters ex-
pects construction to get underway 
in the next couple of months and 
last for about a year and a half.

Council approved appoint-
ments to the Board of Zoning 
Appeals and the Highway Safety 
Committee. Meghan Noga has 
been appointed to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals, eff ective Febru-
ary 16 and serving until June 30, 

2022. Teresa Davis was appointed 
as an alternate for a fi ve-year term 
beginning on February 16, 2021 
through February 15, 2026.

Council reappointed Henry
Cantrell, Wayne Guff ey, Sarah 
Reid, and Craig Burch to the 
Highway Safety Committee with 
terms running from March 6, 
2021 through March 5, 2024. 
Lee Minnix was appointed to the
committee for the same term.

Finance Director Anne 
Cantrell presented the December 
2020 Financial Report, which in-
dicates a healthy cash and invest-
ments total of $7.2 million. Gen-
eral Fund revenues were at 117 
percent of budget expectations; 
expenditures were below bud-
get at 94 percent. Utility Fund 
revenues were at 114 percent of 
expectations, with expenditures 
at 101 percent of budget due to
the timing of paving throughout 
the town.

In wrapping up the meeting, 
council members celebrated the
opening of Joe Goodpies Brick 
Oven Eatery. Th ey also expressed 
their thanks to the Public Works 
staff  for their eff orts in recent in-
clement weather.

Finances from page 1

Each week’s Tuesday 
news briefing with local 
reporters begins with a 
roundup of the latest 
COVID-19 statistics 
in the Roanoke City 
and Alleghany Health 
Districts (RCAHD). 
We share information 
on the number of con-
firmed cases of COV-
ID-19 in each RCAHD 
locality, hospitaliza-
tions, and other data 
that help to describe 
the toll the pandemic 
has taken here in our 
own backyard. Some-
times the data are en-
couraging, such as the 
recent downturn trend 
in infection rates over 
the last several weeks. 
Sometimes the data are 
heartbreaking, as we re-
cently shared that more 
than 300 of our friends 
and neighbors have suc-
cumbed to this deadly 
disease in the past year.

The challenges of 
gathering reliable data 
in this pandemic have 
been great. Accurate 
reporting involves the 
work of epidemiolo-
gists, case investigators, 
data managers, hospital 
staff, laboratories, test-
ing centers, and more. 
Yet even with the con-
scientious efforts of 
many dedicated profes-
sionals, it is easy to be-
come overwhelmed and 
numb to the meaning of 
all the digits. Numbers 
don’t capture the sense 
of loss of a beloved 
grandparent who resid-
ed in a nursing home, a 
loss made all the more 
painful by quarantines 
prohibiting family vis-
its. It is also difficult to 
describe the hardship 
suffered by employees 
and owners when one 
of our local businesses 
is forced to close or the 

challenges parents face 
with home-schooling 
their children.

It is important that 
each of you knows that 
you are not a number to 
me or any member of 
the RCAHD staff. 

Despite these limita-
tions, we do use data to 
paint a picture of the 
impact that COVID-19 
has had on our com-
munity.  And we use 
data to inform difficult 
decisions, such as how 
to determine who will 
receive the 3,150 pre-
cious doses of vaccine 
our district receives 
each week.  We use data 
to inform us as to who 
is pre-registered and 
who is least likely to 
be able to navigate the 
pre-registration pro-
cess.  We use data to 
inform us about who is 
most at risk for serious 
disease– or even death– 

from COVID-19 and 
who is most likely to be 
exposed to the disease.

While we rely on data 
to understand COVID-
19’s impact and to iden-
tify vaccine distribu-
tion strategies, we also 
use data to improve our 
ability to serve you. We 
have struggled to meet 
the demand for infor-
mation about these 
decisions and have not 
been able to personally 
respond to all of the in-
quiries and requests we 
have recently received. 
For this I am sorry. We 
are dedicated to con-
tinuing to improve the 
way we communicate 
about opportunities to 
schedule a vaccine ap-
pointment, about test-
ing events, and about 
other important aspects 
of the RCAHD. Every 
decision we make is 
driven by data and our 

commitment to serve 
you to the best of our 
ability. 

This week marks 
some good news in the 
effort to provide bet-
ter customer service to 
those who are currently 
seeking vaccination ap-
pointments. The Vir-
ginia Department of 
Health has created a 
new statewide Vaccine 
Pre-Registration Sys-
tem to provide a uni-
fied and comprehensive 
process for Virginians 
to pre-register for the 
COVID-19 vaccine. If 
you previously filled 
out our RCAHD web-
site form indicating 
your interest in vac-
cine, your data were 
automatically imported 
into the new system 
and you do not need to 
pre-register again. This 
system, combined with 
an expanded central 

call center, promises to 
help our citizens verify 
that they are in the sys-
tem, and will help to 
ensure that callers can 
get timely assistance 
with questions and pre-
registration. 

Last week we cel-
ebrated the delivery 
of over 11,000 first 
and second doses into 
the arms of RCAHD 
residents, a milestone 
achieved through the 
hard work of RACHD 
and Carilion staff with 
the help of an army 
of community volun-
teers. This week, as we 
continue to focus on 
reaching our older citi-
zens, especially those in 
communities of color, 
as well as the top three 
tiers of essential work-
ers in Phase 1B, we will 
look forward to cel-
ebrating our improved 
ability to serve you.

Vaccine Pre-Registration System open
By Cynthia Morrow, MD, MPH
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Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Indoor Garage Sale 

Lost & Found

Lost Cat 

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Cemetery Plots & 
Monuments

Mountain View 
Cemetery plots.   

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Experienced 
grocery shopper,  
Prep cook, cook, 

meal planner,  
and dietitian.  

Quality Inn 

Handyman 

Phone calls ONLY 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Director of 
Nurses/RN 

Medication 
Technician/Aide or 

LPN 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Help Wanted - 
General

WAIT STAFF WANTED
Experienced waitress or waiter needed 
for The Swinging Bridge Restaurant 
and/or Lemon Hotel in Paint Bank.  
Outgoing personality and strong work 
ethic required.  Full or Part Time.  Paid 
vacation.  Prior applicants need not 
a p p l y.   To  a p p l y,  s e n d  r e s u m e  t o 
melissa@paintbankgeneralstore.com 
or shanna@paintbankgeneralstore.com.

Legals - Roanoke 
County

OF 1503 
LAYMANTOWN 

ROAD, 
TROUTVILLE, VA 

24175.  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE 
ROANOKE 

COUNTY BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS 

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

AUCTIONS 

FIREARMS AUCTION ALERT! 
Great Collection of Well-Main-
tained Shotguns, Handguns, 
Rifl es, Scopes and more | Ac-
cepting Consignments | March 2, 
11AM | Motleys Industrial | 804-
486-4550 | Bid Online at motley-
sindustrial.com | VA16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.   
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly un-
predictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738   Special fi nancing for 
qualifi ed customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off  Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Adver-

tise your business statewide 
and in other states. Aff ordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners.  Call Lan-
don Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net 

LIVESTOCK SALES

PUREBRED SERVICE AGE HOL-
STEIN BULLS. Breeding sound-
ness checked, several A2 A2. Will
Deliver. Call 540-820-8601.

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise your 
listings regionally or statewide.
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results! Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services  804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS
$195.00. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and other fi -
nal expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
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If you believe in your business and 
want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE!

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset. 

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y
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William Byrd football players go through drills to get ready for the coming season, which begins February 26th at Patterson Stadium in Vinton. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

Brian
Hoff man

Football Flip Flopping
These are tough days to be an athletic director.
Obviously, it would be a lot tougher to be a health 

care worker, but that goes without saying. And with 
that said, let me take you through a time line of the 
past week as far as getting ready for the football 
season.

Last Wednesday, February 10, I received the com-
posite schedule for the state’s football teams from the 
Virginia High School League. I get it every year and 
print it out, as I’m somewhat old school, and it lists 
the schedules for all the teams in Virginia.  I keep it 
right next to my desk for quick reference.

A day later the Roanoke County School Board 
meets and votes to limit the fall sports teams to play-
ing intra-county events. And when I say “fall sports” 
I’m talking about the ones moved from the fall due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. The VHSL has scheduled 
football and competitive cheerleading to begin com-
petition on February 22nd and volleyball, golf and 
cross country on March 1.

Okay, so at that point the schedules for the teams 
I cover became virtually moot. William Byrd, a 
Roanoke County school, was scheduled to play all 
the teams in the Blue Ridge District plus Spotswood, 
but among those schools only Northside is a fellow 
BRD team. Meanwhile, county schools Cave Spring 
and Hidden Valley of the River Ridge District had 
to eliminate Pulaski County, Salem, Blacksburg, 
Christiansburg and Patrick Henry.

The fifth county school is Glenvar, and the 
Highlanders had no fellow Roanoke County schools 
on their original schedule. They compete in the seven 
team Three Rivers District and had all six district 
opponents lined up to play, including James River on 
Monday.

Glenvar coach Kevin Clifford was irate over the 
county decision. He spoke at the school board meet-
ing to lobby against an intra-county schedule along 
with his principal, Corie Franklin. School Board 
chairman Don Butzer, who represents the Glenvar 
area, was the only dissenting vote among the five 
school board members.

“I’m fed up,” said Clifford. “When are we going 
to say enough is enough? Not to dismiss this hor-
rific disease, but do we have to keep living in a glass 
house? I’m totally perplexed over this.”

Clifford pointed out that on the same day the board 
voted to require football teams to play intra-county 
games only the Cave Spring boys’ basketball team 
was headed to Abingdon for a regional game. In fact, 
Hidden Valley, Cave Spring and Northside all played 
in Abingdon last week, an area that Lord Botetourt 
football coach Jamie Harless is quite familiar with.

“It’s just over the border from Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, one of the worst COVID hit spots in the 
nation,” noted Harless. “They had to bring in mobile 
morgues there.”

Clifford spent the next five days burning up the 
phone lines trying to get this decision overturned. 

“We’re the smallest school in the county,” he said. 
“I don’t mind playing up, but this could hurt our 
chances of making the playoffs. And it doesn’t just 
affect us. This affects 11 different school districts. 
The metrics are slowing down and the governor said 
we need to get kids back in school. It’s just not good 
business.”

The decision did not go over well with many 
parents of Roanoke County athletes, but in the mean-
time the football coaches got together and created a 
schedule with just Roanoke County teams playing. 
Byrd had Glenvar twice on that schedule, with the 
Terriers hosting the Highlanders both times. Glenvar 
sent me that schedule on Monday of this week, but 
on Wednesday I called Byrd athletic director Jason 
Taylor to confirm it and he said he had not seen 
the schedule and, as far as he knew, it had not been 
approved.

At the time of my call Jason was waiting for 
the results of a quickly called meeting of the 
Roanoke County School Board, scheduled for 11 
am Wednesday, to revisit the situation. In about five 

minutes two of the board members changed their 
votes, Jason Moretz of the Windsor Hills District 
and Mike Wray of the Cave Spring District. Vinton’s 
representative, Tim Greenway, and David Linden of 
the Hollins District were not present at the meeting 
due to previous commitments, but with three votes 
in hand the motion to allow schools to play district 
schedules passed.

So, just five days prior to the official opening of 
the “fall” football season, the schedules changed 
again. The vote came just a couple hours before my 
deadline for the Vinton  Messenger sports section, 
and I’m scrambling to write this to get it in the paper 
on time.

I’m doing a preview on the William Byrd foot-
ball team for next week’s issue, and from what I 
can gather the Terriers will still open the season on 
February 26th. Spotswood was the original opponent, 
then it was changed to Glenvar, and now it might be 
Spotswood again but I really can’t tell you just yet. 
Buy the paper to read the preview next week and 
hopefully it will be officially decided by then.

And, as mentioned, it’s a tough time to be an 
athletic director. After the county’s first vote AD’s 
were digging to find replacements for Roanoke 
County teams on their schedules, and some had 
already done so. For example, Salem had replaced 
their Cave Spring game with Franklin County and 
had a couple options they were looking at to replace 
Hidden Valley. Byrd was coming off the schedules 
of Spotswood, Franklin County, Lord Botetourt, 
William Fleming and Staunton River, leaving ADs 
from those schools searching to find a replacement 
for the Terriers.

Now, with the reversal by the board, will every-
thing go back to how it was?  I only have an hour left 
before we go to press so I really couldn’t tell you. 
And, who knows what could happen by this time next 
week? Tomorrow?

All I know is that some area teams are playing 
football five days from now and the coaches involved 
aren’t sure whose film they should be studying.

Such is life in the days of the coronavirus pan-
demic. Just be grateful for the health care workers, 
because they’re the ones that really matter in the 
whole scheme of things. That goes without saying.

 The William Byrd swim team will be competing in the Class 3 state swim meet 
on Thursday, February 25, at the Christiansburg Aquatic Center.

Byrd will be represented by six boys at the meet, Michael Hoyos, Colin 
Murtaugh, Aiden Brinkley, Nathan Miller, Griffin Horacek and Austin Nielsen. 
The boys are tentatively scheduled to start at 1 pm.

Due to impending weather forecasts for areas throughout the Commonwealth, 
the Class 6 swimming events, originally scheduled for Friday, February 19 at the 
Jeff Rouse Swim and Sports Center, have been postponed. The decision to post-
pone the event was made with the safety of VHSL competitors, coaches, officials, 
and meet management team in mind. 

 “Each of our postponements require a tremendous amount of coordination 
between League staff and the venue directors to find dates based on the availability 
of those facilities,” said VHSL Assistant Director, Shawn Knight.“ We appreciate 
our venues willingness and flexibility to work with us to host our championships.”

The swimming events for all classifications are rescheduled as follows:
Class 2 – March 6, 2021 at Christiansburg Aquatic Center 
Class 3 – February 25, 2021 at Christiansburg Aquatic Center 
Class 4 – February 23, 2021 at Christiansburg Aquatic Center 
Class 5 – February 24, 2021 at Jeff Rouse Swim and Sports Center
Class 6 – February 25, 2021 at Jeff Rouse Swim and Sports Center 

REGION 3D INDOOR MEET SATURDAY
William Byrd is scheduled to run in the Region 3D indoor track meet, only 
outside, on Saturday at Hidden Valley High School. Events are scheduled to 
begin at 11:30 am on the Titans’ outdoor track. Here Byrd’s Isaac Roth long 
jumps at a recent “Polar Bear” meet at Patterson Stadium in Vinton.

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN

State Class 3 swim meet scheduled
for February 25 in Christiansburg

Byrd’s Austin Nielsen is on the six-member team William Byrd is taking to the state 
meet a week from today. PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
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As we continue serving our families and limiting
exposure to the COVID19 virus, we are now

allowed to operate at 100% capacity while meeting 
all mandated social distancing and facial

covering recommendations.

Most service options are now fully available.

Lotz Vinton Chapel  •  540-343-4986

Vinton Chapel
Celebrating Life

BOBGARRETT 
SERVICES

YOUR WHOLE HOUSE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

bobgarrettservices.com
540-767-2900
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Due to the winter weather forecast in various areas throughout the 
Commonwealth, the Virginia High School League wrestling championship 
schedules at both the Salem Civic Center and the Virginia Beach Sports Center 
have been updated. The decision to reschedule was made with the safety of 
VHSL competitors, coaches, officials, tournament management team, and media 
covering the championships in mind. 

William Byrd is competing in the Class 3 championship, and that has now 
been rescheduled for Sunday. Byrd will be represented by Region 3D champions 
Gage Cockran, Derek Burton and Xavier Preston and region runners-up Dominic 
Pascoe, Dexter Gaines, Steve Tingler, Jerze Webb and Hunter Richards.

On each day wrestling is scheduled to begin with quarterfinal matches at 10 
am. Semifinals and first round consolations are at noon, followed by semifinal 
consolations at 2:30 pm and consolation finals at 4 pm. The championship 
matches will be at 6 pm.

The schedule for all VHSL wrestling championships is as follows:

at the Salem Civic Center
Class 1 – Saturday, February 20
Class 3 – Sunday, February 21
Class 2 – Monday, February 22
 
at Virginia Beach Sports Center
Class 4 – Saturday, February 20 (Morning Session)
Class 5 – Saturday, February 20 (Evening Session)
Class 6 – Sunday, February 21 (Morning Session)

William Byrd will 
have eight wrestlers 
in Sunday’s Class 3 
state tournment at the 
Salem Civic Center. 
Among them, in action 
here in the Region 3D 
tournament in dark 
singlets are; Jerze 
Webb top left, Dominic 
Pascoe top right, Dexter 
Gaines middle right, 
and Hunter Richards 
below right.

Big 
Orange
wrestlers

PHOTOS BY KYMN 
DAVIDSON-HAMLEY

Class 3 state wrestling moved to 
Sunday at Salem Civic Center




